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A  S  foon  as  the  Coinmons  were  returned   from  the  Lords, 
•^    and  the  Speaker  had  read  the  Kino's  fijccch, 

Lord  Hyde  moved,  l"hat  an  liumbk  addrcfsbe  prcfc-nted  to  u 
his  Majefty,  &c.  His  Lordlhip  prefaced  his  motioii  hy  a 
panegyric  on  the  prudence  of  covcrnmcnt,  the  neccllity  of 
the  war,  and  the  good  conduft  of  our  commanders,  wlio, 
iiotvvithftanding  fomc  infinuations  thro^rn  out  lately  in  the 
public  prints,  deferved  our  utmoft  confidence,  ami  amply 
iaftified  that  liope  which  his  Majefty  as  well  as  his  Mimlleij 
placed  in  their  future  exertions.  He  faid,  that  the  nijifcd- 
dendum  was  not  adopted  until  the  vicu-s  and  aftions  of  tlic 
Ainericans  called  loudly  for  the  meafure,  and  that  lie  doubted 
not  but  the  prudence  of  government  wouUI  I'cize  every  op- 
portunity to  put  a  flop  to  the  cfFufion  of  blood,  when  tlie 
honour,  the  dignity,  or  the  intereft  of  the  nation  wotild  ad- 
init  of  fuch  a  flefiral/l;  effort. 

S'lr  Gilbert  Elliot,  in  feconding  the  motion,  obfervcd,  thats:, 
though  he  had  not  the  honour  of  a  I'cat  in  the    Houle   wlicn^'^ 
the  grand  objefls  of  the  prefeot  unhappy  war  vvcre  under  the 
difcufhon  of  Pa.iiament,   yet  he   was   well  aware  th.at  they 
had  been  alreai.;  viewed  on  both  fides  of  the  Houfe  in  every 
light  wherein  dieV  were  capable  of  being   fccn.     And.   in- 
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.  dceJ,  if  ihejr  had  not,  it  was  pciliaps  now  unncccfTnrv  to  dif- 
culs  them.  The  queftion  was  not  now  whether  Amcflca 
was  originally  riglit  or  wrong  ;  but  whether  Ihe  flioiikl  or 
fliould  not  remain  independent.  And  taking  the  cafe  of  the 
colonies  as  it  now  fiands,  he  was  alloniflied  that  anv  liian,  r! 
born  and  educated  in  Britain,  could  ftand  up  in  that'  Houfe  ' 
to  evprefs  a  fentiment  contrary  to  the  fpirlt  of  the  mcafcrcs 
adopted  hy  government,  and  conveyed  to  us  in  the  language 
of  his  Majefly's  moft  gracious  fptech.  He  took  occafion  to 
introduce  an  obfervation  on  the  prcfent  flate  of  our  trade  and 
commerce;;  averring,  that  fo  far_f|om  being  diminiflied  by 
the  prcfent  contcft,  as  might  rcafonably  be  feared,  they  were 
rather  increafcd  within  the.  lafl:  twelve  months.  He' heard 
nothing  of.  our  artifans  being  unemployed  in  any  branch  of 
trade  in  the  kmgdom  ;  and,  bating  a  little  increafc  of  luxu- 
ry, which,  upon  the  whole,  was  rather  a  thriving  (yiiip- 
tom,  he  believed  the  nation  was  in  as  flourifliing  a  condition 
as  at  any  period  in  his  memory.  He,  in  explicit  terms, 
fligmarized  thofe  who  were  of  an  oppofitc  orinion,  as  a  fee  Ij 
of  peojile  pervaded  with  the  fpirlt  of  faftion.  |,| 

Marquis  of  'J'hc  Marquis  of  .Grnw/^^y  lamented  the  confequcnces  wdiich  ^| 
iuaid'jf.  mud  fall  upon  this  nation  as  well  as  upon  the  Americans,  ' 
from  fo  unnatural  a  war.  He  fcemed  to  take  an  equal  inte- 
refl:  in  the  calamities  it  muft  bring  upon  both,  and  exprelied 
the  molt  ardent  wifli  of  employing  the  prcfent  moment  to 
lay  at  leaft  the  ground-work  of  an  accommodation.  The 
powers  of  Great  Britain  had  been  exerted,  during  three  fuc- 
celhve  campaigns,  to  obtain  peace  with  that  continent  by  the 
point  of  the  fword  ;  and  flattering  himfelf  that  the  pr'efent 
nioment  of  uncertainty,  with  rcfpeft  to  the  fucccfs  of  our 
Krms,  was  a  niofl;  proper  lime  for  attempting  to  eiFeft  it  by 
a  mcafure  of  cordiality,  he  begged  leave  to  read  an  amend- 
iiient  which  he  fliould  move  to  be  infertrd  in  the  addrcii 
then  pending  before  the  Hoi.fe.  The  fubftancc  of  tliis 
amendment  was,  "toar!vi;e  his  Mcijefty  to  adopt  fime  raea- 
furcs  for  accommodating  the  differences  with  yYmcrica  by 
treaty  ;  and  for  the  better  ciTcftuating  fq  dcUrablc  a  purpoic, 
to  agree  to  a  cefl'.iiion  of  all  ho.'iilitio  iame  time  to 

afiTure  his  Majefty  of  the  detciminatic  Conunons  10 

co-operate  with  hint  in  every   meafur     .   '        luld  conuibiit; 
to   the    re-c:tabli(bment   of  peace,    ;  drawing    futU 

lines  as   fliould  afford  fuffifient  iecur'  ;  icuiis'of  pa- 

pification." 
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Lord  '"fohn  Ccrjend'ip)  ferondcd  the   nioiioii  for  t!ic   nmend-  Lnra  j,/,,:: 
ment ;  pointed  out  the  inconfiftency  of  thofc   fcntiniLius   of '-''''"^•"'■''y'•'• 
huinnnity  in  the  King's  ipeech,  whicli   tlie  ineafurcs  of  ?d- 
niiniflration  fo  openly  com railifted.      lie- faid,  th?.t,  for   an 
i(!cal  revenue  of  live  or  fix  hundred  tlioulnnd   pounds,  fifteen 
niiUioiis  bad  been  already  expended';  that  great  profeffions 
had  been  made  from  the  tlirone  two  years  hack,  of  what  was 
to  be  done;  but,  iliftead  of  finding  them  fulfilled,   he 'per- 
ceived that  fallcrc  ct  effiiyere  eft.  mumpbiii  with  the  miniflry  % 
for  that  laft  fuimier  our  coafts  fwanned  with  the   Americati 
}irivatcers  ;  and  how  much  their  force    was   dreaded  by  go- 
vernment, he  could  ]irovc,    being  himfelf  an   eye-wilntls   of^ 
the  fortification  of  TJuMiu  haibour,    wlirch  had   never  Licca 
tleenicd  neceirarv  before,    even  m  a  war  with  our  natural  and 

luoft  inveterate  enemies  : thatfo  far  from  our  fucceeding, 

every  campaign,  in  his  opinion  the  prefent  meafures  ferved 
only  to  Icatl  to  an  eternity  of  war  ;  that  he  could  have  no 
delight  in  the  intelligence  of  the  fucccfs  of  either  force,  as 
it  mufl  naturally  i)e  deftruvflive  of  the  deareft  intei-eftsof  this 
country.  IJis  Lordlhii^  faid,  he  had  no  oi^jeftion  to  the 
congratulatory  compliments  10  his  Maiefty  contained  in  the 
addrefs,  liut  v/iPned  heartily  for  the  propofed  amendment, 
thinking  it  the  only  ftep  that  could  lead  to  the  wiflied-for  re- 
conciliation. He  did  thi=,  he  faid,  with  ihe  greater  readinefs, 
as  he  trui^ed  it  would  be  univerfally  allowed  that  the  propo- 
fition  came  from  the  pureft  and  mofl;  liberal  motives  ;  aii.l  as 
tlie  young  nobleman  by  whom  it  was  olf'ered  was  To  circuiti- 
ftaaced  in  point  of  fortune,  family,  and  dignity,  that  it  was 
jmpoflihle  for  any  caufe  toalFciithe  (late  in  general,  without 
having  a  fimilar  effeft  with  refpcft  to  him  in  particular  :  he 
therefore  hoped  the  motion  would  be  confidercd  by  the  Houfe 
with  a  more  ferious  degree  of  attention.  He  then  went  into 
the  conduft  of  the  war  during  the  three  la!l  campaigns,  and 
from  the  little  effeft  which  coercion  has  produced,  as  well  as 
from  the  ties  of  humanity  and  relative  duties,  deduced  the 
expediency  of  adopting  the  meafures  recommended  in  the 
n'.otion. 

Govei-nor  Johnflonc  f.;id,  he  mufl  condemn  the  general  and  Gcvcmor 
violent  cenfure  thrown  out  by  that  yoe.ng  member  [Sir  Gd-  'J 't 'Jinn. 
bert  EUiot]    on  thofe   gentlemen   who  had  maintained  opi- 
nions different  from  his,  for  fevpral  years  before  he  came  into 
Parliament,  and  '/ho,   at  this  day,   found    no   reafon  to  alter 
thofe  opinions       He  profefTod  hinrelf  one  of  thole  gentlemen  L 

whom  the  yoi'ng  member  had  branded  with  the    appellation  I 
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of  a  fa£lion,  and  to,  iuftify  his  fentiments,  cfFercd  a  variety 
of  rea'.bns  chiefly  tlcduced  from  fafts.  lie  fpoke  llrenuoully 
of  the  merit  of  Lord  Howe  as  a  coinmander,  not  only 
from  his  condnft  in  the  prefent  war,  but  from  his  own  per- 
fonal  knowledge  of  him.  The  difficulties  he  muil  have  met 
in  his  paffage  from  New  York  to  the  Elk  were  numerous 
and  immenl'e  ;  yet  he  underfrood  this  gallant  ofHcer,  erpip- 
ped  as  a  common  failor,  with  a  jacket  and  trowfers,  went 
Iiimfclf  into  the  boats,  and  with  the  plumb  in  his  hands, 
condufted  a  large  fieet  up  to  Chefapeak  Jlay,  thro'  flioals 
and  obflvu£lions,  which  it  was  thought  by  able  ofhcers  were 
nnprafticable  to  get  over.  But  he  denied  that  any  real  ad- 
vantage had  been  acquired  l>y  thofe  great  achievemenrs  ;  he 
denied  that  our  trade  was  in  a  flouriflting  Hate  :  we  had 
lolt  the  Mediterranean  trade,  the  African  ti-ade ;  and  even 
our  liome  trade  was  invaded  ;  for  very  lately  a  number  of 
l''rench  bottoms  had  been  employed  to  carry  our  own  goods 
from  the  river  Thames  ;  and  as  the  young  member  mult 
certainly  he  a  man  of  learning,  he  ought  to  have  known 
that  a  rile  in  the  intercll  of  money,  is  a  certain  lign  of  the 
decay  of  trade. 

He  defended  the  minority  againfl  the  imputation  of  being 
fai^lious,  and  faiJ,  that  the  conteil  was  now  ol'  iuch  a  nature, 
that  both  iides  of  the  Houfe,  he  had  no  doubr,  afied  from 
princil'lc,  in  defence  of  their  dif-il-rent  opinions.  He  ex- 
Iiortcil  llic  lioulc  to  be  circumlpofl,  and  \'.aiy  in  ',!n;  flep 
they  were  going  10  take,  and  not,  without  a  ray  of  infor- 
mation from  the  miniftrv,  now  give  the  decifive  vote  to 
conquer  or  die  !  He  then  gave  a  melancholy  detail  of  the 
Jiiilirary  operatioris  of  the  prefent  campaign,  and  porticu- 
larly  of  Ciencral  ^urgoyne's  defeat  :---faid  that  America 
was  forced  to  declare  her  inde])endency,  in  order  to  ((.-cure  fo- 
reign aflillancc  :  — -again  fpoke  highly  of  the  charafter  of 
the"  Britifli  commanders,  particularly  Lord  Howe.  The 
Governor  therefore  drew  as  a  concluf.on,  that,  if  fuccefs 
was  not' to  be  derived  from  I'uch  commanders,  there  muft  ba 
ibme  inherent  obflacle  in  the  caufe  in  \\'hich  tliey  embarked, 
v.'hich  could  not  be  got  over.  Here,  in  a  fliiireilion,  he  drew 
a  fl^etch  of  the  ftate  of  Spain,  -.mder  the  ,   Chnrlcs  V. 

--  of  his  vaft  conciuefis  in  diiierciit  parr  globe,    and 

liis  difi-overies  of  unknown  countries,   ;]■  fled  it  with 

the  abjeiSt  antl   contemptible  flaie  that  empire  was 

hurried  into  by  liis   fon,   in  an  i'.l-foii'  ,rci1;  with  the 

■  United    States  of  Hollaivl ;    and  froi  it  has  never 

raifed 
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rniled  its  head;  that  the  latter  prince  was  the  firft  who, 
found  .out  funding,  and  afterwards  broke  the  national  en- 
gagements he  had  thereby  contrafted.  Obferved  that  the 
alarming  fituation  of  this  country  might  be  collefted  from 
the  prelcnt  exorbitant  intercftof  money,  and  that  the  trade 
of  it  was  now  in  the  hands  of  government.  He  concluded 
with  remarking,  that  all  he  wiflicd,  in  order  to  accommodate 
the  prefent  differences,  was  to  fee  America  brought  back  to 
what  llie  was  at  the  ciu\  of  the  lafl:  war. 

Mr.  /rUkes.  By  the  ellablilhed   doftrine  of  Parliament,   I 
am  authorifed  to  conflder  the  firtl  day  of  a  new  fefhon  as  pe- 
culiarly the  day  of  the  miniftcr  ;  [lerhaps  niore  peculiarly  Co 
than  even  the  important  i!ay  towards  tiie  clofe  of  the  feffion, 
which  is  regarded  as  the  day   of  his  triumph,  and  called  his 
opening  of  the  budget.     On  that  day,  the   miniftcr  fnbmits 
to  the  Koufe  his  flate  of  tiic   llaances   of  this   kingdom,  an 
account  of  the   various  funis   voted  during   the   feliion,  the- 
wavs  and  means  he  propofes  of  raifing   the  fujiply,   the  cer- 
tain and  jirobable  expcnces  of  the  year,  the  new  taxes,  and  ia 
general  the   re\enucs  and  fourccs  of  the  einpire.     This  firft 
day  of  a  felEon  is  IfiU  more  iiiterefting,  and  holds  forth  more 
important  matter  to  our  confideration.     The  feffion  is   regu- 
larly  opened  by   a   fpecch   from  the  throne  ;  but,  although 
pronounced  by  the  King,  it  is   parliamentary  langt:age   al- 
ways to  ftile  it  the  fpecch  of  the  minifter,   tliat  in  a  fair  and 
full  difcuilion  of  it,  the  iacrcd  nanic  of  majefty  may  not  be 
'made  ufe  of  to   controul   or  check  that  freedom  of  debate, 
which  is  the  ell'cnce,  and  conftitutes  the  great  dignity,  of  an 
Englilli  Houle  of  Coir.mons.     The  minifler,   Sir,  then,  in 
the  ipcech,  gives  us  a  general  view  of  our  fituation  both  .it 
hoiTie  and  abroad,   tlie  probability  of  the  continuance  of  war 
or  peace,  the   flate  of  foreign  powers,   lb   far  :is   they   are 
likely  to  affeft  this  empire,  and,  in  Ihort,  whatever  has  a  re- 
lation to  our  internal  fecurity,   or  foreign   connexions  with 
the  allies  of  the  crown.     But,  Sir,  this  is  only  the  miniftcr's 
cvfli  aa-'d  of  the  kingdom  ;  his  declaration  of  what  he  thinks 
tlic  aflual  fituation  of  public  affairs.      It  is  a  kind  of  mini- 
{lerial  chart,  which  the  Houfe  may  adopt,    or  rejcft   at  plca- 
fure,  and  purfvie  the  fame,  or  a  courfe   direftly   oppofite.     I 
thought  it  neceffary.  Sir,  to  premife  this  before  I  go  into  the 
examination  of  tlir  paper  on  oin-  table  ;   and  I  fliall  not  fcru- 
ple  to  avail  myfe''   of  the  right  I  claim,  as  one  of  the  rcpre- 
'  fentatives  of  the  people,   to  treat  that  jiroduftion  as  contain- 
ing merely  a  Ike  '.h  uf  the  ininlftei'»  fcntiiiients,  as  the  fuh- 

Ji.i.l.C 


sew  l.ng- 

il'IlS    with 

I  know 

rty  among 
f  our  gc- 

I '01  a  ions; 

bthiay. 

P  A.RLIAMENTAHY  A.  1777. 

i}r\ncf  of-  the  political  creed  wliich  he  wifiies  to  be  rccelvtti 
by  the  nation. 

The    l]ieech,  Sir,    in   my    idea,    clearly   conveys   to  tliis 
Honte.a  firm  rcfolution   to  continue   this   unnatural,   unjuft, 
and  barbarous  war,  to  our  utter  dcftruftion.     It   breathes  a      ■ 
fpirit  of  unrelenting  rage,  of  cruelty  and  carnage,   a   favnge      , 
third  of  blood.     The   torrents   of  blood  already  fhed,   and      i. 
the  prodigious  vvafte  of  national  treafure,  have  hitherto  been      fj 
followed  with  no  figna!  or  Cplendid   fuceli'cs.     In  the   third      \l 
year  of  the  war    nothing  decillve   has  happened.     Vv"e   pic     jil 
ftill  bleeding  at  every  vein  to  fupport  this  American  conteft, '    J| 
and   I   fee  no  probability  of  a  near  and  final   period.     \\'c     L 
cannot   but  obferve   in  the  declaration  of  the  minifler,   that     fk 
pcrfcverance  in  error,  that  fatal  obdinacy  in  the  purfuanceof     i'. 
his    mifchievous    plan,  which    nnifl  end  in  the   ruin  of   our     |j 
country,  and   the  complete  cftabliflmient  of  another  potent    '.  ' 
empire  irom  the  fragments  of  the  Britiih  monarchy.  Scarce-    j! ^ 
ly  a  faint  gleam  of  hope   dawns  upon   us.     Minifters   feem 
determined  to  ruflt  on  to   imaginary  conqueft,    and   certain, 
irretrievable  ruin  ;  for  if  the   war  fiiould  be  Continued,  on 
the  prefcnt  wild  and  expenfis'e  plan,  it  will  elicftu.ally  bank- 
rupt the  nation.     Wc  are  told,   Sir,  in  the  fpeech,  that  the 
minifler  has  "  a.juft  confidence  that  the  conduft  and  cou- 
rage of  our  ofTiecrs,  and  the  I'pirit  and  intrci)idity  of  ouv  for- 
ces, both  bv  fea  and  land,  will   be  attended  wiih  important 
luccefs."     'I'hc'high  fpirit  and  courage  of  EngllfluiiLn  has 
never    been  doul)ted.      Would  to  God,   Sir,  they   were    at 
this  time  exerted  in  a  good  caule,  in    a  juft    and   righteous 
quarrel  !  But,  Sir,  to  this  hour  we   know   of  no   imjiortant 
fuccefs  ;    we  have  fcarcely.  a    certainty    of  one    favourable 
event  of  this  year's  campaign.     Even    the  minifler;,  trem- 
ble for  the  condition  of  General  Burgoyne.     I  v.  ill  iiowevcr    t^^ 
luppolethat  every  advantage,  which  the  moft  fanguinc  friend   || 
of  adminiftratiou  has    propagated  without   proof',  is  at  lad   ^ 
authenticated,  that  Philadelphia  is  lai-.tii,  and  the  a?-my  un-   [' 
der  General  Walliington  totally  defeated.     Let  us  rec()lleft,  y 
Sir,  what  paffed  after^Boftcn  was  taken  by  the  BritiHi  forces.  U 
"Our  general  was  foon  beheged  in  that  ca  ifal  of  New  h.ng-  |f 
land,    ignominioLilly    cuoped  up  there  man^ 
twenty  re|,imcnts,  and  at  lad  driven  I  th 

the  colouring  given  to  this  retreat  by  t  .'  jui 
us,  and  have  been  naufeated  with  the  c-  ■  :ci 
ncrals  changing  their  quarters,  and  fli.'  :';  > 
but  1  know  likewlle  that  their  artillery         i 
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lichincJ.  All  the  military  men  oF  this  country  now  confefs 
that  the  retreat  of  Gcncrnl  Ilowc  from  Boftoii'  was  an  abfo- 
lute  flight,  as  much  fo,  Sir,  as  that  of  Mahomet  from  Mec- 
■ca.  Should  Philadelphia  be  taken,  \ve  h.ave  indeed  ons 
more  American  town  in  our  poflcffion,  if  it  is  not  reduced 
to  allies  by  us,  like  feveral  other  towns  and  villages.  Shall 
we  be  able  to  keep  it  longer  than  we  did  Poflon  }  Will  not 
experience  warrant  me  to  fufpeft,  that  bLl'.irc  tlie  winter  is 
over,  we  fliall  hear  of  General  Howe's  .being  litTieged'  in 
Ph.iladclphia,  and  at  lafl;  retiring  from  thence  with  the  lois 
of  his  heavy  cannon  and  v.-ar'ike  ftores,  as  he  did  from  Eof- 
ton  ?  The  o!)je£t  of  tlie  lafl  year's  campaign  Vi-as  t!ie  con- 
(jueft,  of  the  two  Jci-I'eys.  It  fucceeded.  This  )car  our 
troops  have  been  oljfiged  to  evacuate  botl;  tb.e  Tcrlcy^,  i.hich 
are  lately  declared  to  be  out  of  the  King's  peace.  I  will 
likcwifefuppole,  Sir,  that  the  report  of  General  'Wafliington's 
defeat  is  confirmed,  and  the  total  dilpcifuni  of  that  army. 
1  remember  about  a  month  before  the  ;!l'';iir  of  Trento',1,  the 
army  of  General  Wafiiington  had  fo  entirely  mclicd  away, 
that  he  luid  not  five  hundred  men  under  his  command,  yet 
the  pvo!'pe(£l  of  fucccfs  againfl  the  German  mercenaries  there, 
gave  him,  at  a  critical  moment,  a  fniall  but  fpirited  army, 
and  the  juft  vengea.nce  of  America  proved  fatal  to  almoft'the 
whole  body  of  HelTians  at  Trenton.  Adinitting  that  Gene- 
ral Wafiiington  has  fulTcred,  a  fevere  cheek,  will  he  not  be 
able  to  recruit,  from  an  immcnfc  track  of  country  devoted 
to  his  caufe  and  perlbn  r  Still,  Sir,  two  oiher  provint  ialar- 
mies,  in  no  fmall  degree  fornaidable,  fLibfif;,  one  in  Mafla- 
thufets  Bay,  the  other  in  South  Carolina.  They  have  re- 
ceived no  check  ;  they  may  march  againft  the  army  of  Ge- 
neral Howe,  rc'Juced  and  weakened  by  t!ie  brilliant  vi£lories 
v\hi(.h  he  is  .aid  to  have  gained.  To  give  the  ftrongefl:  force 
to  this  reafoniiig,  let  mc  put  the  eal'e  of  a  seneral  difpcrfion 
of  the  provinei.d  troops  in  America,  and  of  tlie  diiiolution 
of  the  Congrels,  what  eonduft  can  Great  jh'itain  then  pur- 
\\'.i:  ;  How  will  vou  prefervc  a  country  tlint  extends  from 
Hudlbn's  jjay  to  the  fouthern  extremity  of  Floritla  ?  Will 
you  garrifcn  all  their  towns  ?  ^Vill  your  army  fcparate  and 
go  into  cantonments  ?  If  you  do,  wherever  )ou  are  weak, 
you  will  be  attacked,  and  your  troops  probably  meet  the  fate 
of  the  Heliinn-;  v  Trenton.  But,  Sir,  this  country  neither 
has,  nor  can  ilc,  an  army  adequate  to  theie  jnirpofes  ; 
and  if  we  cou'  .  nire  all  the  regimented  lavages  of  CJermany 
and  Rullia,  th  common  dellroyt;,'-;  of  rhc  liunian  race,  wc 
.  '  mull 
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mud:  fink  under  ilie  attempt.  The  nation  would  be  beggared  [  i 
by  the  effort.  Tlie  noble  Lord  at  tlie  head  of  our  finances 
would  foon  find  all  the  pillars  of  public  credit  Ihakcn  to  their 
foundations,  and  all  the  fountains  of  national  wealth  dried 
\ip  and  cxhaufled.  '  On  foch  terms  America  is  not  worth  the 
holding. 

I  am  aware,  Sir,  that  it  will  be  faid,  the  Americnns, 
win,  in  cal"c  of  geneial  fiiccefs.  on  your  part,  give  up  the  con- 
tcft,  and  fubmit  to  the  terms  you  prefcribe.  The  late  ex- 
perience of  General  Burgoyne  is  the  fuUcll  anfwer  to  this 
objeftion.  He  tells  us,  that  the  very  provincials,  who  were 
mofl.  forward  to  profefs  thcmfelves  loyalifts,  and  to  take  the 
oaths  of  allegiance,  and  to  fubmit  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
JJaum,  were  the  firfl  that  fired  on  him  ;  that  they  i"et  the  ex- 
ample to  the  other  troops,  which  ended  in  the  total  deftruc- 
tion  of  that  dctaclmieiit.  He  highly  blames  a  provincial 
gentleman  for  being  fo  incautious  as  to  leave  at  lilierty  fucli 
as  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  ;  a  ftrange  mode  of  perl'uading 
ihc  others,  to  confmc  their  countrymen  the  moment  you  con- 
lent  to  admit  them  to  fwear  allegiance.  Men  are  not  con- 
verted. Sir,  by  the  force  of  the  bayonet  at  the  breaft,  nor 
by  imprlfonment.  It  is  like  the  violence  of  a  highwayman. 
Idc  takes  your  \>mfc  indeed,  but  you  recover  it  the  inllaiit  |  ' 
you  become  flronger  than  the  robber.  Nor  is  this  to  be  I  j 
confidercd  as  treaclicry.  It  was  a  compaft  founded  only  in 
force,  and  deftroyed  in  the  fame  manner.  But  I  believe 
ihe  Americans  are  neiiher  to  be  cozened,  nor  by  violence 
deprived  of  cither  liberty  or  jiroperty.  I  therefore  rccur^ 
Sir,  to  the  amendment  propofed  by  the  excellent  Lord,*  to 
addrcis  his  Majefty  to  order  a  ceflation  of  hoftilities,  as  the 
only  means  of  beginning  a  treaty,  and  effeftnig  a  reconci- 
liation with  our  American  brtihrcn.  The  hoftile  meafures 
echoed  to  the  throne  in  the  addrcfs  moved,  \\-ill  be  ineffec- 
tual, and  only  i'ervc  to  ffrengthen  the  independence  of  the 
colonies;  anil  give  additional  vigour  to  their  relillancc.  We  ( 
cannot  luccccd  by  force,  nor  in  this  commercial  country  is  ; 
the  objeft  worth  oiu"  while,  were  it  pofllble.  Let  us  carry 
this  plain  truth  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  let  Parliament 
hold  to  the  nation  a  language  different  froni  \Nhat  we  have 
hlthcito  heard  from  minilTers. 


lie  Marquis  tf  Gi.iuby. 

The 
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The  nation,  Sir,  lias  Iiecn  clu)5tcl  for  feveral  years  by  g. 
fuccellinn  of  miniftcrial  falfchoods.  When  the  Eoflon  port 
1)111  paffed,  the  ininifter  declared  that  we  flioukl  foon  have 
America  at  our  feet,  for  the  reft  of  tj'.e  MafTachufets  Brv 
\AouId  defert  Boflon.  The  other  ])rovinccs,  he  allured  us', 
would,  from  a  rooted  jealoufy,  rejoice  at  her  humiliation, 
and  divide  her  trade.  When  the  whole  province  became 
like  one  man,  it  was  faid  the  fouthern  colonies  however  diliip- 
proved  the  conduft  of  New  England.  After  both  the 
fouthern  and  northern  colonies  united,  and  made  u  common 
cnufe,  we  were  told,  that  means  were  found  to  prevent  the 
meeting  of  the  Congrefs.  General  Gage  declared,  that  he 
would  be  in  the  midft  of  them.  He  chofe  however  not  then 
to  fliift  his  poiition.  The  Congrefs  met  without  him,  and 
in  the  moft  perfeft  fpirit  of  unanimity,  for  their  wrancilinfis 
were  never  heard  but  by  the  gentlemen  of -our  trta'^jrv- 
bench.  The  non-importation  and  the  non-expurtatiopL 
agreements  were  likcwife  declared  impofiiblc  to  fubfift  in  a 
ncft  of  known  iiiuigglers,  yet  time  has  lliewn  liow  ftriillv 
they  have  been  prel'ervcd.  It  was  likewife  moft  confidenLly 
averred,  that  the  cowardly  Americans  dared  not  alfemble  in 
arms,  and  that  two  regiments  were  fufticient  to  march 
through,  and  fubdue,  the  rebellious  colonies.  This  however 
muft  be  acknowledged  to  be  prior  to  the  fiege  of  General 
Howe  and  the  twcniy  regiments  in  Bofton.  I  will  not,  Sir, 
tire  the  Houfe  with  rcca  ituh'.ilng  the  regular  fucceliion  of 
court  tales  and  iiclions  ;  they  have  long  been  the  amul'ement 
of  mankind,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Minifters  however 
ftiU  affcft  to  believe,  that  thirteen  colonics  can  be  conquer- 
ed, after  having  for  three  years  baffled  all  our  efforts  both 
by  fea  and  land,  trained  and  diiciplined  their  people,  fettled 
to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  inhaliitants  their  refpedtive  govern- 
ments, raifed  large  "armies  to  ferve  during  the  war,  provided 
for  their  pay,  and  coUefted  immcnfc  ftores  of  artillery, 
arms,  and  ammunition,  feconded  by  the  zeal  of  all  America, 

and  more  than  the  good-will  and  applaufe  of  all  Europe 

except  the  court-faftion  among  us.  But,  Sir,  although 
America  cannot  be  conquered,  it  may  perhaps  be  regained  by  ' 
the  arts  of  juftice  and  equity,  by  temper  and  moderation. 
The  fword  muft  inil  be  flieathed,  according  to  the  propofed 
amendment  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  then  we  may  talk  of 
peace  on  fair  and  olid  terms;  on  terms  of  equality  as  bri-- 
thrcn,  and  heir-  of  the  fame  free  conftitution.  I  would 
hoj'c  that  things  'ue  not  yet  quite  defpcrate.  lamfurepeace 
Vol.  YIU.  ^  C  will 
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will  be  the  grcateft  hleiTing  to  both  countries.  It  is  perhaps 
even  more  nccciriiry  for  us  than  for  them.  The  infant  Ame-> 
rican  ftate  feems  already  to  polFeis  the  ftrength  and  vigour  of 
the  infant  Hercules,  ready  to  be  exerted  in  aiuviilar  manner, 
in  fubduing  the  monfters  of  tyranny  and  violence.  Our  ex-, 
haufted  ftate  is  well  kncnvn  to  our  enemies,  who  triumph  in 
our  fatal  diftradlions,  and  are  preparing  to  aviil  themfelves 
of  our  diftrelFed  condition.  Sir,  I  muft  again  .ir.d  again  re- 
peat, that,  in  my  idea,  a  reconciliation  with  j..  .erica  is  ne- 
ceffary  for  this  country,  A  lirni,  lafling  agicement  with 
the  colonies  on  terms  of  juftioe,  or  I  am  fure  it  will  not  be 
permanent,  can  alone  fave  us  from  impending  ruin.  The 
anfwerof  the  Privernates  to  the  Romans  fliould  govern  us, 
fi  hoiiam  paean,  ct  fidam,  et  pcrpctuam---Ji  malam,  hand  d'nitur- 
Kflm---thc  reception  fiich  an  anhvcr  met  with  was  worthy 
of  the  Roman  people.  Livy  fays,  Pars  melior  jhuiti's  admc- 
liora  rcfpotifum  trnhtre  ct  diccrc,   viri  et  I'theri  vocem  uiijnam.  \ 

The  Ipeech,  Sir,  ftcms  to  flatter  us  with  a  promifc  of  at-.  ,  : 
tention  to  this  great  ol^jcft,  the  reftoration  of  ])cace  to  this  ;  j 
diflrufted  and  difmeiubered  empire.  It  fays,  "  I  iliall  ever  ;  ) 
be  watchful  for  an  opportunity  of  putting  a  ftop  to  the  efi'u^  ,  |  J 
iion  of  the  blood  of  my  lubjefVs,  and  the  calamities  which  '  ] 
pre  inleparable  from  a  ftate  of  war."  The  miniftcrs,  Sir,  1  ; 
rcjefted  with  indignity  one  happy  opportunity  of  putting  a  -^  \ 
flop  to  the  cfFulion  of  blood,  when  even  afttr'the  battles  of  r 
Lexington,  Concord,  and  Jhmker's  Hill,  the  Congrefs  !  j 
humbly  fuppljcatcd  his  Majefty,  to  direft  fome  mode  by  1  \ 
which  the  united  ajiplications  of  his  faithful  coU)nin.s  to  the  |  ' 
throne  may  be  inipiovcd  into  a  hnppy  and  pcrniancnt  recon-  \  1 
ciliation.  To  the  mad  infult  of  ilie  American  Secretary,  ;  ; 
Lord  Dartmouth,  \ylien  he  told  the  agents  of  the  colonies,  in  i 
September,  1775,  in  tjie  King's  name,  that  no  anfwcr  would  ^  | 
be  given,  all  the  fubfcqucnt  calamities  of  the  civil  war  arc  '■ 
to  be  attrilnitcd,  and  perhaps  the  lofs  of  half  our  empire,  i  : 
ISTany  calamities.  Sir,  are  undoubtedly  infcparable  from  a  -,  j 
llate  of  war;  yet  the  preiciit  war  againfl  our  brethren  iq  •  j 
America  lias  been  attended  with  peculiar  circuniftanccs  of  ■  ■  j 
cruelty,  wiiich  fill  the  mind  with  horror,  with  calamities,  ;,  j 
which  arc  not  infcparable  from  a  fiate  (>^  -var.  Are  the  I 
fcalping  knife  and  tomohaw-k  nccellary  1  :  ,  ities  of  war  ?  I  1 
Arc  they  infcparable  from  it  f  CJod  forbj  '  I  have  read,  f  | 
{Sir,  a  late  proclamaticn  of  that  great  ge.  ■  and  preacher,  |  | 
]Vlr.  Burgoync,  which  is  lliocking  to  a   c.  ;d  and  gene-        | 

rqus  nation.      As  a  ftate-paper  itliilgraccs  ,  ■       ountry.  The        '■ 

■^  imperial       |,   \ 
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impcrinl  court  have  often  emplo)'ed  many  kind  of  jneguhu- 
ti-oops,   Croats,   Pnndours,    and    Fluiuirs,    bnt   llicir   names 
difgrace  no  public  aft.     If  they  plundci-  they  do  not  toituie. 
The   ])ious   prcaclier,    Mr.    iSurgoyne,    compUiin-,    of    this 
frownrd  and  flubborn  generation,  and  at'the  very  moment  of 
mentioning  his  confcioufnefs  of  Chriftianity,  dilplays  a  Ipi- 
rit  of  cruelty,   repugnant  to   every  principle   of  humanity. 
He  boafts  that  he  wil!  give  ftrctch  to  the  Inchan  forces  under 
liis    direftion,   and   they    amount   to   thoulands.      Merciful 
Heaven  !   thoulands  of  Indian  favages  let  looii;  by  the  com- 
mand of  a  Britilli  general  againfl  our  brethren  in  America  ! 
Human  nature  llirinks  back  from  fuch  a  fcene.      At  his  heels 
leaflit  in,  like  hounds,  lliould  famine,  fword  and  fue,  crouch 
for  employment.      Mr.  Bnrgovnt's  ieclings  as  a  man  I  fear 
will  not  hereafter  be  as  univeri'ally  acknowledged  as  the  mili- 
tary talents  of  the  great  general.     In  the  prefent  cafe  1  have 
that  pity  for  hiin  and   his   employers   which   they  have   not 
fliewn  to  others.     What,   Sir,  has  been,   and  continues^   the 
conduft  of  the  Indian  favages  in  war  ?    Is  it  not  to  excrcife 
tlte  moft   fliocking  cruelties   on  their  enemies,  without  di- 
llinftion  of  age  or  fex  ?     The  conduft  of  ihis  war  goes  on 
a  par  with  its  principle.     Has  the  feeble  old  man,  the   he'p- 
lei's  infant,  the  defencelefs  female,  ever  experienced  the  ten- 
der mercies  of  an  Indian  favage  ?     He    drinks  the  blood  of 
his  enemy,   and  his  favourite  repafl  is  on  human  flefli.     Is  a. 
Hretch  given  to  thoufands  of  thefe  canibals  by  the  command, 
in  a  public   manifefto  of  one  of  the    King's   generals  ?     I 
am  bold,  Sir,    to  declare,  that  fuch  orders  are  unwortliy  the 
gcnenil  of  any  Chriftian  king.     They  are  only  becoming  a 
Jewrfh  prleft  to  a  Jewifh  king,  a  Samuel  to  a  Saul,  in  the 
nioft  bloody  and  barbarous  of  all  hiftories,  the  hiftory  of  the 
Jcwifli  nation.     The  orders  of  the  Jevvifii  priefts  were,  Now 
go  and  finite  Amalek,  and  utterly  deftroy  all  that  they  have, 
nnd  fpare  them  not ;  but  ilay  both   man  and  woman,  infant 
and  fuckling,  ox  and  flieep,  camel  and   afs.     General  Bur-  ■ 
goyne  threatens  the  Americans  with  all  the  vengeance  of  the  . 
llate,  not  its  jufticc,  that  the  meiFengcrs  of  wrath  will  meet 
them  in  the   field,  devaftation,   famine,  and  every  concomi-J 
tant  horror.     Not  the  fword  of  even-handed  juftice,  falling 
only  on  the  head  of  the  bold  rebel,  but  the  lavage  horrorii 
of  the  tomohawk  fr"m   the   thoufands  of  Indians   under  his 
direftion  on  the  i-  loccnt  woinen  and  children.     I  remember. 
Sir,  an  honourab  .  gentleman  [Lord  Advocate  of  Scocland] 
whom  1  fee  in  U.  ■  place,  a  gentlemp^n  very  high  in  the   law, 
C  :;  nor. 
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not  only  humanely  propofing,  according  to  ilie  "ulcas,  and  in  !, 

the  hinguage  of  his  own   country,   but  dwelling   with   rap-  | 

ture  on  what  he  clalfically  called  a  ftarvation  bill  for  the  poor  j. 

Americans.     1  rely  hos^-ever,  Sir,  on  the  fplrit  of  the  Ame-  { 

ricans  that  they  will   neither  fuffcr  the    fate  of  the    Amale-.,  I 

kites,   nor  retaliate  the  attempt  on  the  lavages  of  Europe.  f 

This  year,  Sir,  we  have  again  in  the  fpeech   repeated  af-  i 
furances  from   foreign  powers    of  their    pacific  dilpolitions. 

Tiie  noble  Lord  [Lord  Hyde]  who  moved  the  addrcfs,  thinks  1 

France  will  not  change  ;  and  the  lionourable  gentleman  [Sir  ,'  I . 

Gilbert  Elliot]  who  lecondcd  the  motion,  allares  us  of  the  j 

perfcfl:  amity  of  the  neighbouring  powers.    Can  any  cliange,  ^,  ; 

Sir,  be  equally  advantageous  to  France  as  a  pcrfcvcrance  in  \  i 

the  prcfcnt  I'yftem  ?  America  now  pours  all  her  wealth   into  i  1 

the  lap  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,   and  flie    fees   her    ancient  '  1 

enemy  daily  perilhing  by  a  fatal  civil  war.     Even  tlic  mini-  f  j 

fler  fcems  to  begin  to  awake  from  his  long  lelhargy  ;  for  ilic  .  - 

fpeech  lays,  "  at  this  time,  when  the  armaments  in  the  ports  ,(  j 

of  France  and  Spain  continue,    it  is  thought   advifeable  to  j  > 

make  a  confiderable  augmentation  to  our  naval  force."  Par-  '■-  i 

li?ment  ought    to   have  been   informed    of  the   whole   truth  I  | 

vvitli  refpeft  to  the  treachery  of  France.     I   am    iure,  Sir,  f:  ] 

I  fliall  not  be  contradiftcd  when  I   aflirm,  that  France,    the  \  j 

government  of  France,   not  covertly  nor  undcrliand,  not  fe-  [  | 

cretly  by  merchants,  but  indircftly   and    openly,  as    a  go-  i  \ 

vernment,  allili:   the  Americans.     The    two  Co'ngrefs   fliips  i 

of  war,  which  had  the  engagement  with  the  Druid,  are  now  |  ( 

refitting  at  L'Orient  on  the  coaft  of  Britany,  and   furnilLed  1  j 

with  every  necelTary  from  the  Fix-nch   king's   ftores  at   that  i  | 

place.      The  faft  is  well  known  to  the  miuiftcr,   and   tamely  \  | 

lubmitted  to  ;  Init  this  open  infult   on   the    nation  is  endea-  t  i 

vourcil  to  be  carefully  concealed.  ;  ] 

The  old  ally  of  this   nation,  Portugal,  is   not   honoured  [  i 

with  being  once  mentioned  in   the  fpeech.     I    will  give  the  !  | 

Houfe  the  reafon.      Porti:gal  is   not  only  loft  to  us,  but    is  *  ] 

become  an  acquilition  to  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,   by  acceding  i  j 

to  the  Family  Compaft.*     By  that   treaty,   Sir,  which  was  ' 

l)ubliflied  ,  { 

I  I 


*  The  Family  Compjcft  is  a  tre.itv  of  t.  ,• 
to  all  Europe.     An  abllraiit  (-f  it  is  ^'veri  In 
que,  oil  Falters,  iki  llegiie  de  Louis  XV."  pr 
Svo.  with  the   kmg's  privileije,  in  i;:06.     ' 
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puUillied  in  the  French  Gazette,  all  rubjcfl<;  of  the  Iioufe  of 
iiourbon  were  to  be  favoured  equally  with  the  natives  of 
each  refpcftive  ftate,  as  to  every  privilege  of  navigation  and 
commerce.  Such  a  treaty,  Sir,  direftly  militates  againfl:  all 
our  former  treaties,  of  Utrecht,  Aix  la-chapclle,  and  otiiers, 
particularly  thofc  with  Spain,  by  which  we  were  to  be  treat- 
ed as  the  mofl  favoured  nation.  It  will  be  a  fatal  blow  to 
the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  whenever  it  is  carried  into  exe- 
cution by  the  whole  houf'2  of  Bourbon. 

An  univcrfal  gloom.  Sir,  feems  to  be  fprcading  over  our 
political  hemifphere,  yet  we  are  called  upon  by  miniflers  to 
addrefs  the  throne  in  i'uch  terms,  as  if  we  wete  only  futTer- 
inga  light  and  tranlient  misfortune,  not  groaning  under  the 
load  of  exorbitant  and  enormous  taxes,  and  on  the  brink  of 
ruin.  Since  the  late  augmentation  of  the  civil  lift  we  fecni 
to  be  wonderfully  improved  in  chirping  addrelTcs,  This  is 
not,  however,  a  piping  time  of  peace.  Compliments  during 
the  calamity  of  a  wide-extended  civil  war,  brought  on  by 
minifterial  opprcffion,  are  abfurd.  Tlie  profpcft  from  Ame- 
rica is  covered  with  clouds  and  darknefs.  A  vay  of  light, 
however,  feems  to  beam  upon  us  from  the  noble  Lord's 
amendment.  If  that  is  rejeftcd,  I  fear  the  nation  will  be 
funk  in  dcfpalr.  That  propofition  I  conlider  as  the  firft  ftep 
to  a  reconciliation.     After  a  ceflation  of  hoftilities,  1  hope 


Roi  ct  le  Roi  d'Erp.-.ane  concluent  i;n  trni'e  01.1  pafle  i!e  famil'?, 
tant  pour  eu."  tjue  pour  le  Roi  ties  Deux  Sicilcs,  et  ITnl'mt  l^n. 
de  Parme,  contcnant  ;8  artiLli-?,  p:ir  Icfijuela  \k  (•i;iLlilli.i,t  mm: 
cux  une  alliance  perpetuelle,  coiiven;int  cle  retjarder  ;\  I'avenir  coin- 
me  ennemie,  route  pu'lTnncc  enneniie  dc  I'un  d'eux,  et  fe  garantiUanr 
rcciproqiiejuent  toiis  Icursctats  dans  quelqucs  parties  dunioiulequ'ils 
foient  firucs,  fuivunt  I'ctat  ou  ils  I'c  trouveront,  nu  moment  oii  les 
trois  coiiionnes  et  le  Prince  de  Panne  fc  trouveront  en  paix  aveo  k-s 
fliitrcs  ])uifl"ances  ;  s'obligeant  de  fe  fouriiir  les  fecours,nccefl'aires, 
de  faire  la  (Jiierrc  conjoiiuement,  et  de  ne  point  faire  de  paix  fjparii; 
I'un  de  I'autre.  Ce  tr. ate  porte  encore  fuppreliion  du  droit  d'au- 
bnine  en  France,  en  faveur  des  fuiets  des  Rois  d'Efpagne  et  de  Si- 
dle ;  et  convention  exprelfe  que  lcsji:jets  Acs  trois  ccuronnei  jeulro-.r 
dam  leun  iiais  rcciprcqncs,  Hn  i/umc  limits,  privilcga  ct  cximpticns  que 
les  natiomiaux.  far  rnppnrt  u  la  iiavigr.tinn  ct  au  commerce,  Ja?:s  que 
les  autres puijjancesik  V Europe puijjhn  C-tre  adniifts  a  cette  alliance  de 
famille,  ni  pretcnAr  pour  lansfujets,  le mtme  traiternent  dans  les  etats 
dcs  trois  couronnes 

"  Les  ratificat'jns  de  ce  trailc  furent  ccLaiigccs  le  SSepiembre." 
*ol.  1.  page  ;o-.  u 


PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1777,    f   ■ 

our  fleets  and  armies   will  be  withdrawn,  all  the  late  unjufl:      , 
ac3s  repealed,  and  the  charters  reftoreJ.      Let  us  treat  with  the      i 
liberal   (pirit   of  freemen  and   Knglifhmeii.      Unc()iidition;il      ' 
fubmiffion    is   uncoiiditutional   fubmiffion,  and  becomes  only      „    , 
the  flaves  of  an  arbitrary  monarch.     Force    againft  the   vail     j 
American  continent  we  have  found   avails  us  nothing.     All     1 
coercion  is  impo.lible.     The  attempts  of  violence  have  been     J    ' 
followed  with  deep  diftrefs,  fliame,  and  difappointment.     Let     I 
us  therefore  at  laft  hear  the  mild  voice  of  rcafon.      The  times     j 
teem  with  events,  which  muft  determine  the  fate  of  this  once     i 
great  and  powerful  empire.     Let  us  be  guided   by  the  prlnci-     | 
pies  of  lenity  and  juftice,  that  the  bleffings  of  peace  and  union     I 
may  be  rcftored,  and  permanently  remain,   to  the  v/hole  em-     ^  ' 
pire.  '• 

.  Mr.  Alderman  Z)////.  I  hardly  need  to  fay,  that  I  fliall  t.ike  up  5 
but  very  little  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe.  I  never  yet  have,  I  5 
never  fhall  think,  that  any  thing  I  can  offer  will  long  deferve  the  t 
attention  of  this  Houfe.  But,  Sir,  the  motion  of  the  noble  |.  : 
Lord  is,  in  the  prefeiit  fituation  of  our  affairs,  of  fo  much  im-  • 
portance,  that  1  cannot  fatisfy  myfelf  without  giving  my  ])ublic  y 
teftimony  in  favour  of  it.  j  " 

The  diftrafled  ftate  of  this  empire  demands  the  moft  frri-  1  1 
ous  and  earned  attention  of  each  individual  of  the  rcprcfcnta-  ly 
tives  of  the  people.  _,,.- 

Divided  and  diftreffed  as  we  are  at  home,  convulfcd  and  dl-  1'^ 
llrafled  as  they  are  in  our  once  valuable  colonies,  uncertain  as 
are  the  events  of  war,  it  behoves  us  to  turn  our  thoughts  to 
conciliation  and  peace  ■  to  rcil-ore,  if  poflible,  and  to  eilablifli 
on  a  bafis  that  may  be  permanent  and  immovable,  that  good.  s 
underftanding  and  harmony  which  once  fo  happily  fubfifted 
betwixt  us  and  our  brethren  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic. 
To  enter  into  the  queftion  of  taxation  without  reprcfcnta- 
tion,  after  it  has  been  fo  frequently  and  fully  debated,  would 
be  a  wafte  of  tiine  ;  I  will  therefore  only  declare,  that,  in  my 
opinion,  property  taken  without  the  confent  of  the  ow- 
ner, or  his  reprefentative,  is  robbery  :  it  is  what  our  conffi- 
tution  never  warranted  ;  and  any  body  of  m.en  v/ho  tamely 
fubmit  to  fuch  an  alienation  of  their  birth-right,  are  utterly 
unworthy  of  the  exalted  name  of  freemen. 

This  motion  of  amendment  has  peace  c^'-  it^objcfl,  and  it 
is  founded  upon  the  generous  priiici^  w''  equality.  Can 
there  be  any  reafon  urged,  why  our  '  rcn  in  America 
fliould  not  enjoy  as  fully  all  the  privilege  he  conftitution, 

as  our  brethren  in  Ireland  ?   Can   there  be  rcafon  urged, 

why  o''r  brethren  in  Ireland  fliould  not  cnje;      .^  the  privileges 

to 
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to  which  Englifli.Tien  are  intitkd  ?  I  am  confident  there  can- 
not. 

Sir,  it  is  the  boafl,  it  is  the  glory,  it  is  the  perfcflion  of  our 
conllitution,  that  every  fubjedl:  of  it  is  equally  iiiterefted  in  its 
privileges.  To  preferve  this  equality,  our  heroic  forefathers 
fullered  and  bled  ;  they  counted  not  their  lives  dear,  but  ex- 
puled  thcni  to  dangers  and  to  death,  in  defence  of  their  right  of 
giving  and  granting  their  own  money. 

A  noble  ford,  once  a  valuable  member  of  this  Houfe,  de- 
clnred  within  thcfe  walls,  that  he  rejoiced  that  America  had 
refilled.     J,  Sir,  rejoice  that  the  fpirit  of  Engliflimen,  that  the  ' 

fpirit  of  our  forefathers,  is  feen  to  animate  their  defcendants  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  globe  ;  and  if  ever  fuch  a  claim  (hould 
be  excrcifed  in  our  filter  kingdom  of  Ireland,  as  that  we  are 
now  unjuflly,  wantonly,  and  cruelly  exercifing  in  Ame- 
rica, 1  hope  tliat  a  fpirit  of  genuine  liberty  and  refiftance  will 
arife,  fufHcient  to  overwhelm  it. 

Hitherto,  Sir,  v/e  have  been  fafcinated  with  the  unmeaning 
parade  of  the  uncontroulable  authority  of  the  parent  fl.ite,  and 
the  fupremacy  of  parliament.  We  have  been  fheddipg  the 
blood  of  many  brave  men,  and  wafting  the  money  of  the  peo- 
pk',  for  a  mere  phantom  ;  and  have,  at  length,  been  hurried 
on,  by  our  mad  ideas  of  fuperiority  and  invuicibility,  to  the 
very  brink  of  defiruclion. 

The  predidioiis  Icjng  fince  declared  in  this  Houfe,  have  iti 
pnrt  already  been  accompliflied  :  injvrfticc  has  its  reward  ; 
difappointment  and  difgrace  its  portion. 

In  this  horrid  conteft,  wc  have  gained  nothing  but  unhappy 
experience  ;  experience,  however,  by  which  wife  men  would 
jirofit.  What  has  it  opened  to  us  .''  Scenes  of  returning  com- 
merce and  felicit)'  ?  No  : — on  the  contrary,  nothing  but  fcenes 
of  general  diftradion  and  mifery.  Let  us,  therefore,  feize  the 
prefent  favourable  opportunity.  Let  us  bury  in  eternal  obli- 
vion our  paft  animofities  ;  and,  by  an  offer  of  peace  and  of  li- 
berty, reconcile  thofe  \vhofe  friendfhip  is  our  intereft,  but 
whofe  enmity,  in  the  end,  will  certainly  be  our  ruin. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerk.  I  fhall  heartily  concur  in  thcsir  P.  2"^ 
firft  part  of  the  propofed  addrefs,  which  is  to  convey  our  duti-  ClirK 
ful  congratulations  to  the  King,  on  the  fafe  delivery  of  the 
Queen,  and  the  birth  of  another  Princefs  ;  an  event  which  I 
do  nioft  fincerely  rejoice  at  ;  but  having  conftantly  oppofed 
the  An'ierican  war,  i'  jm  the  commencement  of  it,  as  thinking 
it  might  and  ought  :  j  have  been  avoided,  and  for  other  reafons, 
which  I  have  freqi  .ntly  offered  in  this  Houfe,  and  which  are 
too  well  juftified  L  "  events,  which  haj^e  happened  in  the  pro- 
5  fecution 
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fecutionofit  ;   it  will  not  be  wondered   at,  that  I  flio'jjd  novv 
refule  to  give  my  afTent  to   thofs  other  parts  of  this  addrefs,    {> 
which  are  to  convey  afllirances  to  the  throne,  ofour  iiueatioiis 
to  furnifli  means  of  prolonging  and  continuing  the  war. 

I  do  moft  heartily  adopt  the  amendment  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  :  it  is'jf  a  conciliating  nature,  tending  to  put  an  end  to 
this  unfortunate  qii.irrel,  which  has  brought  this  country  to  i 
the  eve  of  its  ruin,  and  which,  if  p^^rfevered  in,  muft  end  in  its 
deftruclion,  A  motion  of  a, nature  finihir  to  this,  was  m.tde 
by  a  noble  Earl  in  another  houfc,  in  the  early  part  of  tbefe 
troubles.  That  noble  Earl,  the  grcateft  minitler  and  the 
ablcft  ftatefman  this  country  ever  boafted  of,  wifhing  to  fave 
this  country  a  fecoiid  time  from  impending  ruin,  flcpped 
fortH  in  iisdiftrefs,  and  produced  apian  of  a  bill,  which  would 
at  once  have  prevented  all  th.:  calamities  which  fince  that 
time  have  befallen  us.  It  forewarned  you  at  that  time  of  all 
the  diftrcffcs  and  d:r.;;ers  which  have  fince  happened.  Un- 
happily for  this  couniry,' httle  credit  was  given  to  his  pre- 
diiiioiis  ;  his  plan  of  accommodation  was  rejeiled,  not  be- 
caufe  ir  was  difapproved,  but  there  is  too  much  reafon  to 
think  that  a  jealoufy  of  that  ;reat  nian'sabditics  deprived  us 
of  the  benefit  of  his  proffered  fervices.  His  plan,  fo  diflimilar 
tothat  of  gentlemen  in  admijiilir.itinn,  could  not  be  accepted 
without  depriving  thcni  of  their  pl.ccs.  A  reafon  which,  I 
fear,  will  protraft  this  war,  as  long  as  any  honeft  man  has  a 
guinea  left  in  his  pocket,  or  a  man,  woman  or  child  left  alive 
in  America,  if  we  ccntinue  to  i'urnini  minifters  with  means  to 
tlcftrov  them,      A  great  price  indeed  for  their  lerviccs  ! 

Had  that  noble  Earl's  plan  been  accepted,  we  fhould  be  con- 
fidercJ  fs  their  friends,  not  their  murderers  ;  and  fliould  now 
prcbably  be  in  q'.iift  pofllilion  ofour  colonics.  The  people  of 
that  country  would  be  now  looking  up  to  us  for  protection. 
Then,  bv  a  revival  of  trade  and  their  affiftance,  wc  fhould  be 
in  a  fituation  not  to  cringe  to  any  foreign  power,  but  to  de- 
mand, ifneceffary,  ihat"^jurvice  by  the  fword,  which  we  are 
now  obliged  to  implore  by  memorials  and  petitions.  j; 

Mr.  Serjeant  Jilair  faid  he  had  one  argument  to  ofFcr  oa  f 
the  pri-fent  qupflion,  which  had  not  been  oftered  by  any  gen-  j- 
tlcmcn  who  had  fpoken  before  him.  He  was  aftoniOied  that  \ 
on  the  firit  dav  of  the  f^on,  when  r.ijament,  particularly  | 
vii'der  fuch  critical  circumftanccs  as  tl.-  ,  ''ent,  fhould  expeft  f 
every  information  th.it  miniftry  were  ai-,  •  furnifh,  in  order  jc 
tojuitify  the  houfc  in  pledging  itfelf  f.  .  ily  governmcnr,  ^' 
rot  one. man  in  adniiiiiftration  had  dcigni.  :  ^and  up  to  give  j 
nailia  lent  the  fmallefKVay  of  light  on  t  ■        efent  fhite  of    ., 
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afFnirs.  It  was  unknown  how  wc  flood  with  refpe£l  lo  France 
and  Spain  ;  and  it  was  ftrongly  fulpeftcd  that  Portugal  had 
acceded  to  the  Bourbon  compadl-.  I'hefevvcrc  circuniftances 
that  fliould  have  Ibmc  influence  on  our  meafures,  and  what- 
ever knowledge  government  had  of  thole  matters,  ought  of 
courle  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfc  :  and  the  witholding  fuch 
information,  if  any  they  had,  was  a  fufhcient  reafon  for  the 
Houfe  to  poftponethe  addrels  till  they  fliould  be  better  in- 
ftrufted  on  thofe  material  lubjc£ls. 

Lovd  North  kid,  he  did  not  think  of  troubling  the  Houfc  Ld.  Ncnbt 
fo  early  in  the  debate,  but  he  thought  it  ncccffary  to  clear  up 
the  point  flatted  by  the  learned  Serjeant  refpcfting  the  infor- 
mation he  hinted  at  ;  for,  tliat  in  the  courfe  of  twenty 
years  attendance  in  that  Ho>ife,  he  never  remembered  it  to 
be  the  bufinefs  of  the  minifler  to  give  a  comment  on  the 
King's  fpeech.  And  in  anfwer  to  a  charge  of  another  ho- 
nourable gentleman  [Mr. Wilkes]  it  was  the  firft  he  heard  of 
General  Burgoyne,  like  Samuel,  putting  man,  woman,  and 
afs,  to  the  Iword,  as  had  thus  been  wantonly  imputed  to 
him.  That  the  Indian  favages  in  the  King's  fervice  were 
headed  by  proper  oflicers,  who  had  it  in  charge  to  prevent 
■  the  inhumanities  complained  of:---that,  left  it  be  deemed 
improper  to  have  fccured  the  Indians,  it  was  ncceflary  to  in- 
form the  Houfe,  that  the  Americans  had  made  overtures  to' 
gain  them  to  their  fervice,  and  therefore  it  was  thought  pru- 
dent to  engage  them,  as  an  cfFcflual  means,  among  many 
others,  of  luppreiling  the  rebellion.  Withrefpeft  to  the  in- 
vidious, and  odious  afperfion  thrown  on  the  character  of 
that  military  fenator,  now  in  his  country's  fervice,  he  truftcd 
he  Ihould  fee  him  take  his  feat  again  in  that  Houfe,  when, 
he  had  no  doubt,  but  he  would  be  able  to  defend  himfelf  fully 
againft  any  man,  who  would  rife  up,  and  accufe  him.  As 
to  the  unhappy  war  Itfelf,  his  Lordflilp  afTured  the  Houfe, 
he  wiflied  as  heartily  as  any  member  there  for  the  happy 
moment  to  arrive,  wlicn  foniething  might  be  chalked  out  to 
clTeft  the  wiflicd-for  accommodation  ;  but  that  happy  mo- 
ment mufl  be  the  moment  of  viftory.  He  confelled  tliey 
were  in  the  dark  with  refpeft  to  the  late  operations,  having 
received  no  intelligence  from  Sir  William  Howe  fmce  a  day 
or  two  after  his  landing  at  the  head  of  the  Elk  river  :  ho 
faid,  it  would  be  abfurd  to  order  aceflation  of  arms  on  the 
part  of  the  King'^  troops,  as  fuch  a  ftcp  would  naturally  im- 
ply that  their  o'  .jinal  claim  would  be  admitted  :  but  faid, 
Vol.  VIII.     "  D^  ths 
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the  commanding  ofilcers  had  a  power  of  granting  a  celTatioa. 
whenever  they  deemed  it  expedient. 

With  rcfpcft  to  foreign  powers,  he  aflureJ  the  Koul'c, 
that  from  every  thing  he  had  been  able  to  coUeft,  he  could, 
not  t'lnd  it  was  the  intcreft,  nor  did  he  believe  it  was  the  in- 
tention, of  France  or  Spain  to.  go  to  war  wjth  us  ;  but  a*, 
they  tliuught  proper  to  keep  on  foot  great  armaments  in  their 
fevcral  ports,  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  put  this  country  ia 
an  equal  ftate  of  defence,  to  guard  againft  the  poflibility  of 
an  attack  ;  that  the  language  of  the  court  of  France  was  by 
no  means  that  of  war  j  whenever  it  had  been  deemed  unin- 
intelligible,  flrong  remonrtranccs  had  been  made,  and  redrefs- 
had  been  received  :  that  they  had  publifhed  the  Itrongeft  de- 
clarations, forbidding  any  countenance  being  Ihcwn  the  Ame-, 
vicans ;  and,  in  conlequence  of  this  conduft  of  the  French, 
miniftry,  that  no  depredations  had  been  committed  on  our 
coaft. 

Mr.  Burhe  replied,  and  cxprcfled  a  great  concern  that  the 
matters  urged  by  fo  many  reipeftable  members  as  fpoke  be- 
fore him  fl-;ould  be  treated  lb  lightly,  and  took  an  opportu- 
nity of  complimenting  the  fevcral  honourable  perfons  already 
mentioned,  and  ridiculed  the  haughtinefs  of  the  miniftcr., 
[If  it  were  poffible,  we  would  give  a  detail  of  a  fpeecb^ 
which,  in  tlie  courlc  of  almoft  two  hours,  commanded  the 
attention,  excited  the  laughter,  and  fometimes  drew  tears 
from  tlie  fympatlii/.ing  few  ;  but  wc  muft  omit  all  thofe 
changes  of  ridicule  which  were  rung  by  his  ingenuity  upon 
the  defence  which  Lord  North  made  in  anfwer  to  the  cliarge 
againft  General  Burgoync's  proclamation;  alfo  pafs  over 
lils  proofs  of  the  futifity  and  injury  of  our  conqucfts  in  the, 
colonies,  and  touch  only  on  that  pathetic  iupplication  which 
he  iiKide  to  the  Houfe,  to  fei/e  the  prefcnt  happy  moment  to 
atteuij't  an  accommodation,  when  neither  elated  with  info- 
lent  viAory,  nor  debafed  with  abjcft  defeat,  we  could  with 
honour  to  ourjelves  make  fuch  jiropoials  to  our  colonifls,  as- 
they  could,  without  diflionour,  accept.]  He  apoflrophiled, 
with  a  degree  of  cnthuliafili  irpon  the  nobk  fpirit  of  men,, 
who,,  if  they  had  not  been  reljtjls,,  he  could  have  beenlaviih. 
in  praifing  ;  of  women  who,  reduced  bv  the  ruin  of  civil  dif- 
coi-d,,  to  the  niofl  horrible  fituation  ci  .^Irefs  and  poverty,, 
had  conftancy,  gencrofity,  and  publ...  ■■  rit,  to  firip  the 
blaiikets,.  in  a  freL/.ing  feafon,  from  thci.^  'cs  and  their  in- 
fants, to  fend  them  to  the  camp,  and  rve  that  army 
whic'.  they  had  leal"  out^o  fight  for  their  .  v.  And  flia'U 
^  Urilons,, 


A.  1777.  DEBATES.  ?9 

JJritons,  iaid  he,  overlook  fuch  virtue  ?  and  will  tlicy  pcifift 
in  opprefiiing  it  ?  Shall  we  give  them  no  alternative  but  iin- 
condJtionaHubmiflion  ?  A  three  years  war  has  not  terriiled 
them,  diftreffeJ  as  they  are,  from  their  great  purpofc.  Let 
us  try  the  power  ef  lenity  over  I'.oie  generous  bofonis. 

Mr.  Fo,\  aflerted,  tliat  the  idea  of  conquering  America  was  j\5,_  j-,,,_ 
:\lifurd  ;  and  that  fuch  an  event  was,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
alifo'.utely  impoffible.  He  proved  his  alTertio.n  from  the  fitu- 
.ition  of  the  country,  the  difpolition  of^ie  people,  and  the 
thftance  from  Great  Britain.  He  faid,  that  though  the  re- 
iburces  of  this  empire  were  fuch  as  to  enable  us  to  carry  on 
ihe  war  for  feveral  campaigns  more,  that  there  was  a  radical, 
;i  fundamental  error  in  the  proceedings,  which  would  for 
over  prevent  our  generals  from  a-fting  with  fucccfs  ;  faid  that 
no  man  of  common  fenfe  would  have  placed  the  two  armies 
in  fuch  a  pofition  as  from  their  diftancc  made  it  utterly  im- 
poflible  that  one  fliould  receive  any  affiftance  from  the  other. 
That  tlie  war  carried  on  by  Burgoync,  was  a  war  of  pofis  : 
that  the  taking  of  one  did  not  fubduc  the  country,  but  that 
it  would  be  necclfary  to  conquer  it  inch  by  inch — that  his 
flruiywasnot  equal  to  the  talk— the  numerous  Ikirmiflies 
with  the  enemy,  and  the  natural  difficulties  of  the  country, 
would  fo  retard  his  motions,  that  the  campaign  nuifl  be  end- 
ed before  the  objcft  of  it  was  fulfilled  ;  and  that  if  he  was 
happy  enough  to  join  Sir  William  Howe,  it  mufl  be 
jvith  nothing  more  than  the  lliattered  rem.ains  of  an  army 
mouldered  away,  wliich  might  have  been  of  fome  fervice 
to  the  caufr,  if  by  the  blunders  of  the  miniftry  they  had 
jiot  been  fent  where  it  was  iinpofllble  they  could  aft,  unlefs 
under  the  greateft  difadvantages  ;  fuch  as  muft  lie  obvious  to 
a  man  of  the  mcaneft  abilities,  and  which  would  el'cape  no 
one  but  the  inaufpicious  miniiler  for  American  .affairs. 

He  was  fevere  on  Lord  George  Germaine  :  he  declared 
that  ever  fince  the  day  that  noblemar>'forccd  himfelf  into  ad- 
niniftration,  our  affairs  began  remai^ably  to  decline.'  That 
it  was  the  meafu res  which  he  dilated  to  the  niiniftry,  that 
drove  the  Americans  to  a  declaration  of  independence  ;  and 
tJiat  as  he  was  the  caufe  of  the  continuation  of  the  war^  fo 
lie  lliould  not  only  be  removed  from  the  management  of  our 
olficers,  but  be  made  to  know,  that  a  miniiler  is  accountable 
to  the  nation  for  the  orders  he  gives,  and  the  meafures  he 
-sdvifes.  He  exp  cifed  the  grcateft  horror  at  arming  the  In- 
/lians,  and  lettin  ;them  loofe,  not  only  againft  the  troops  of 
Anieriai,  but  r  ,lb  againft  the  dcfepcclefs  women  and  chil- 
D  2      '^  dren, 
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drcn,  whefe  bodies  even  death  could  not  rcfcue  from  the  in- 
fults  and  barbarity  of  the  favages.  He  faid,  he  wondered 
how  a  prince,  famed  for  his  hvimanity,  benevolence,  and 
fanftitv  of  manners,  as  the  prcfent  King  is,  could  abet  or 
fuftcr  luch  mifcreants  to  remain  in  his  camp,  when  it  is  well, 
known  that  brutality,  murder,  and  deftruftion,  are  ever 
jnfeparable  from  Indian  warriors. 

He  took  a  curfory  review  of  the  operations  of  the  fevcral 

campaigns fhewed   what    little  wc    had   gained,  and  of 

courfc  how  little  we  might  expcft  to  gain  ;  and  exprtlled 
his  hearty  wiflies  that  we  were  now  in  as  good  a  flate,  as 
when  the  noble  Lord  found  us,  in  1775.  ^'^'^  aflerted  that 
France  was  the  direftrefs  of  our  motions ;  that  we  go  no 
farther  than  flic  thinks  proper  to  permit  us  ;  and  that  the 
fate  of  the  American  contcft  depended  on  her  councils  ;  that 
if  Ihe  declared  war,  the  immediate  confequencc-  muft  be  an 
evacuation  of  America  ;  our  troops  and  Ihips  mufl:  be  called 
liome  to  defend  ourfelves,  and  America  of  courfe  become 
free.  He  reprobated  all  the  proceeding  ;  and  aflced  for  what 
purpofc  hoftilities  were  commenced  ?  If  it  was  to  maintain 
the  navigation  aft,  why  .were  fo  many  French  bottoms  em- 
ployed in  tlie  river  ?  If  it  was  to  raife  a  revenue,  he  ob- 
icrvcd,  that  the  miniftry  took  a  very  ferious  flep  to  effeft' 
their  purpofe,  by  plunging  the  nation  into  a  new  debt  of 
fifteen  millions.  If  they  intended  to  fecure  the  commerce 
of  America  by  arms,  they  had  moft  happily  hit  upon  apian, 
that  not  only  deprived  us  of  the  benefit  of  it,  but  had 
thrown  it  all  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies.  He  faid,  if 
terms  were  offe'xd  to  the  Americans  before  it  were  too  late, 
they  might  perhaps  accept  thein  ;  that  at  leaft  it  would  be 
doing  no  more  than  juftice  fliould  require  at  our  hands  ;  that 
it  would  detach  many  of  them  from  the  Congrcfs,  and  by  di- 
viding them,  facilitate  a  conqueft  ;  that  he  could  not  wifli 
to  fee  them  reduced  to  unconditional  fubmifiion  ;  which  it 
is  not  more  unjuft  to  rcqun-c,  than  impofhble  to  force  them 
to.  He  concluded  by  giving  his  hearty  confcnt  to  the 
amendment. 

Lord  Gnrge  Germaine  got  up,  and  informed  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpokc  laft,  that  he  had  never  deemed  him!clf 
of  fo  much  confequencc  as  he  did  at  tliar  :  vonient ;  when  he 
was  told  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  ,  the  Americans 
declared,  their  independence,  becaufc  ,.  -ne  into  office.  1  J 
^Thc   honourable   gentleman  was  pofleffe,  vail:  abilities,    |.,J 

■which  he  employed  to  render  his  meafurts .  ly  contemp-    f"- 

\  tiblc,    !; 
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tiblc,  but  criminal  in  the  eyes  of  the  Houfe  ;  that  it  was 
natural  for  him  to  feel  himlelf  hurt  by  the  cliarges  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  that  he  hoped  the  Houfe  \vould 
indulge  him  with  a  little  attention,  while  he  endeavoured  to 
wipe  away  the  blot  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
fccnied  anxious  to  fix  upon  his  adminiflration.  He  then 
begged  leave  to  inform  the  gentleman,  that  before  he  came 
into  office,  he  was  afked  by  the  noble  Lord  near  him  [Lord- 
North]  if  he  would  fupport  thofe  fentmients  in  office  he 
had  before  delivered  in  Parliament  ;  upon  which  he  had  de- 
fired  to  fee  their  plan  of  operations,  and  finding  them  agree- 
able to  his  ideas,  he  declared  he  would,  and  would  have  no 
objeftion  to  ferve  his  Sovereign  in  place,  with  the  fame 
alacrity  he  did  when  out,  as  long  as  the  fyflem  laid  down, 
was  not  inconfiflent  with  the  fpirit  of  the  conflitution.  For 
the  truth  of  what  he  advanced  he  appealed  to  tlie  noble 
Lord. 

For  his  part,  he  faid,  he  could  not  fee  the  fhadow  of  a 
reafon  which  could  juftify  tiie  allertion  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  that  affairs  had  grown  worfc  fince  tlie  manage- 
ment of  them  was  committed  to  his  hands.  When  his  Ma- 
jcfty  had  honoured  him  with  t^e  poft  of  fecretary  of  flate, 
the  King's  troops  were  befieged  in  Bofton,  Nova  Scotia  was 
in  danger,  and  the  Floridas  threatened  with  an  invafion  by  the 
Carolinians  ;  in  a  word,  even  hope,  at  the  time,  feemed  in 
feme  degree  prefumption  ;  yet,  to  the  honour  of  admini- 
ilration,  and  our  commanders  in  America,  he  was  Iiappy  to 
fay,  that  the  gloomy  profpeft  had  difappeared,  and  given 
place  to  the  moft  promifing  fcene  of  fuccefs.  No  official  in- 
formation, indeed,  had  been  received  from  Sir  William 
Howe  ;  but  that,  from  the  private  advices  that  had  been 
brought  to  hand,  there  is  every  reafon  to  conjefture  that 
General  Wafhington  has  received  a  check,  and  that  General 
Howe  is,  moft  probably,  now  purfuing  his  blow  and  improv- 
irlg  his  advantage  ;  and  to  this,  he  faid,  it  was  natural  io 
attribute  his  filence. 

With  regard  to  the  Canada  expedition,  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  under  a  miftake  when  he  iniagmcd  that  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne  had  orders  to  fight  his  way  to  New  York, 
there  to  jom  Sir  William  Howe  :  that  his  orders  to  the  for- 
mer were  to  clear  th&  country  of  rebels  as  far  as  Albany, 
which  town  was  p/cfcribed  to  him  as  the  boundary  of  his 
expedition,  unlcfs  i  ircumftances  might  make  it  ncccllary  to 
co-operate  with  C-;<-neral  Howe,  in  wl;ich  cafe  he  was  to  af- 
2  f.ft 
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fifl  him  to  tlie  iitmoft  of  liis  power.  The  operations  of  the 
campaigns,  fincc  he  became  a  minifler,  had  beenwil'ely  plan- 
ned, and  executed  with  no  lefs  fpirit  than  judgment  ;  and 
iiieh  were  the  meafnres  purfued,  that  had  it  not'been  for  the 
vnforefeen  misfortr.ne  at  Trenton,  there  was  every  reafon 
to  believe  that  the  laft  campaign  would  have  been  dcciilve. 

The  treaty  with  the  Indians  was  grofsly  mifreprefented, 
and  ferry  he  was  to  iay,  that  there  had  not  been  candour 
enough  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  to  acknowledge  that 
government  was  driven  to  that  meafure  by  ncceflity.  The 
Americans,  it  is  well  known,  tampered  with  the 'Indians, 
and  drained  every  nerve  to  induce  diem  to  take  an  adlive 
part  againft  the  King's  friends  ;  and  the  idea  of  treating  for 
a  neutrality,  was  never  flarted,  till  the  effort  to  mfikc  diem 
take  up  die  war  hatchet  had  proved  abortive.  Wc  at  worft 
•but  copied  the  righteous  and  infallible  Congrefs,  but  with 
more  fuccefs.  When  General  Burgoyne  treated  with  the 
lavages,  he  infiftcd  that  if  they  joined  his  forces,  diey  fliould 
•alifolutely  conform  to  his  laws  of  fubordination  ;  and  the 
Sachems,  to  whofe  commands  the  Indians  are  known  to  pay 
the  mofl  implicit  obedience,  gave  the  f^eneral  the  moft  po- 
■fitive  affuranccs  that  their  men  would  obierve  the  ftrifteft  dif- 
jcipline.  When  a  meafure  does  not  anfwer  the  expedition 
'of  the  planner,  after  he  has  taken  every  poflible  precaution 
to  eniure  fuccefs,  it  muft  furely  be  unrcafonable  to  blame 
men,  merely  for  not  being  able  to  command  events. 

His  Lordihip  obferved  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
paid  him   a   compliment,   for  which  he   was   not    bound    to 
ih.iiik  him,  as  he  was  thorouglily  convinced  it  was  not  in. 
tended  as  fucli.     It  v/as  plain  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
;io  enemy  to  the  Americans,   and  Ins  being  fo  very  flrenuoui 
for  removing  him  from   the  dircftion   of  alfairs   fccmed  to 
/indicate,  that  fuccefs  would  be   more   likely  to   attend   the 
••arms   of  the  rebels,    if  he,  ceafed  to  have  flit  direftion  of  '' 
affairs.     That  th.c  hoQOura[)Ie  gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  t' 
create  a  jerdoufy  in  the  breafl  of  the  premier,  but   he  waif 
■  TOO  v,-tll  affured  of  Iiis  noble  colleague's  good  lenfe,  to  be  iin-|, 
tier  any  apprchenfions  on  that  heacf.     That  as  he  came  inloii 
.office  without  dcilring  it,  fo  he  was  ready   to   retire   from  it| 
•  without  regret,  die  moment  that    Houfe  fliould  difapnrovcf 
.of    his    meafurts.       His   circ-umflanets,    he    thanked    Hea- 
ven, were  fuch  as  not  to  force  him  to  funmitto  any  dilgrace- 
fill  terms,  and  to  render  the  emolument,   of  a  miniller  UO' 
r.tc  ifary  tohib  fubiif^'nce. 

"    Hi 
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;  He  knew  he  was  refponfible  for  his  orders,  and   flattered 

I  himlelf  he  had  never  delivered  any,  which  fhould  difhonour 
I  liim  as  a  man,  a  citizen,  or  a  miniftcr.  He  did  not  want 
j  the  Americans  to  Liy  down  their  arms  and  fubmit  uncondi- 
I  rionally  to  the  law  of  the  conqueror  ;  they  might  treat  by 
I  individuals;  nor  were  the  commiffioners,  as  was  laid,  witli- 
out  fufficient  powers  to  aft. 

There  was  every  reafon,  he  declared,  to  hope  for  fuccefs 
in  America.  Tlic  Congrefs,  by  the  great  bounties  offered 
for  foldiers,  fliewed  they  were  hard  let  to  recruit  their  forces; 
that  tlie  hardfiiips  die  people  aftually  fufTcr  under  tlieir  de- 
fpotic  tyrants,  compared  with  the  mild  government  they  had 
withdrawn  themfelves  from,  and  tinder  which  they  had  be- 
come fo  powerful,  have  nearly  brought  them  to  a  i'enfe  of 
their  error,  and  made  them  frck  of  rebellion. 

I'hej  boafted  of  liberty  ;  but  furely  no  one  in  his  fenfcs 
would  fay,  that  the  fliadovv  of  liberty  was  to  be  found 
among  men,  where  the  fmalleft  complaint  ngainft  the  cila- 
blifjied  government  was  puniflied  with  imprifonment  and 
conflfcation  of  goods  ;  where  if  a  gentleman  fliould  fay  half 
as  much  againfl  their  ufurped  power,  as  had  been  faid  diat 
night  againfl  the  rulers  of  the  nation,  his  life  would  be  made 
to  nnfwer  for  his  boldncfs. 

He  faid,  that  as  the  amendment,  if  carried,  would  tend. 
to  keep  up  the  fpirit  of  independence,  which  has  for  fonie 
time  pafl  hurried  away  tlieir  reafon,  he  fliould  think  himfclf 
an  enemy  to  his  country,  if  he  fliould  do  othcrwiie  than 
llamp  it  with  his  negative. 

Colonel  jSaire  fliewed  the  neceftity  of  fending  out  full  Cd,  ^sn-iv 
•  powers  to  the  cornmilfioners,  of  prefenting  the  olive  branch 
to  the  Americans  before  they  became  utterly  irreconcilcablc 
to  Great  Britain  :  he  complained  that  his  letters  were  opened 
by  the  orders  of  die  minifiers,  and  that  no  officer  from  Ame- 
vica  dared  to  fpeak  to  him,  as  he  was  looked  upon  as  a  pro- 
fcribed  perfon. 

Hon.  T,  LuitreU  faid,  he  had  not  an  idea  that  any  mem-  Ha:i.  r. 
bcr  of  the  Haufe  of  Commons,  w!io  confcientioufly  fulfilled  ^-"t'reil. 
'.  Lis  duty  to  the  public,  could  vote  for  the  miniflerial  addrefs, 
moved  by  die  noble  Lord  on  the  other  fide  of  the   floor. 
That  ib  unbecoming  a  courtefy  to  the  Crown,  fhould  never  ' 
get  the  afcendant  in  his  mind  over  that  impulfc  of  loyalty  and 
true  regard  to  the  King,  which  prompted  him  to  fpeak  truths, 
and   to   forewarn  'is   Sovereign  of  thofe   imminent  dangers 
which  threatened  Lioda  bis  realms,  andjiis  perfon,  in  cafe  the 

prcfent 
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prefent  bloody  meafurcs  of  his  miaiftcrs  fliouki  at  this  con- 
iunfture  be  purfued  with  lb  unrelenting  a  peritvcrancc  as  the 
Vpeech  from  the  throne  fccmcd  to  threaten. 

He  lamented,  that  every  feffion  fince  he  held  a  feat  in  that 
Houfe,  had  been  opened  with  a  fpeech  from  the  throne,  which 
merited,  in  his  humble  opinion,  Very  fevere  reprehenfions 
from  the  delegates  of  a  free  people  ;  foi-  he  was  not  fo  fortu- 
nate as  to  poUefs  a  feat  in  Parliament,  till  the  bright  xra  of 
tlie  prefent  reign  was  quite  at  an  end. 

He  had  not  the  happinefs  to  be  feated  among  them,  when 
his  Majcfty,  contemplating  the  honour  and  glory  in  which 
he  found  this  empire  at  the  death  of  his  royal  grandfather, 
airurcd  the  Commons,  that  "  the  rights  of  all  his  fubjcfts, 
were  as  dear  to  him  as  any  prerogative  of  the  crown."  For 
this  affurance,  he  fliould  undoubtedly  have  been  among  ths  j 
lirfl  to  vote  an  addrefs  of  thanks.  He  was  not  among  them,  -  , 
when  his  Majcfty  declared  that  it  was  "  his  determined  pur-  ; 
pofe  to  countenance  and  encourage  the  praftice  of  true  rcli-  ^ 
gion  and  virtue  ;"  that  fenfible  of  "  our  trade  and  commerce 
being  the  great  fource  of  national  wealth,  they  Ihould  be  the 
fixed  objeft  of  his  never-failing  care  and  attention ;"  and 
when  recount!  ag  the  rapid  and  important  vlftorics  which  had 
attended  theBritilh  arms  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  againft 
a  formidable  foreign  enemy,  thcminifterof  that  day  did  fo  far 
julllce  to  the  benevolent  feelings  of  his  royal  mafter,  as  ta 
flate  thofe  conqucfts  tranlcendantly  glorious,  "  becauic  cffeft- 
cd  almoft  without  any  cffufion  of  Chriftian  blood."  This 
was  iurely  a  fpeech  from  the  throne,  that  merited  the  unani- 
mous thanks  of  a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons.  Sir,  fince  I 
have  been  in  Parliament,  I  have  heard  no  fpeeches  from  the  , 
throne,  but  fuch  as  have  tended  to  deprive  a  great  part  of 
his  Majefty's  faithful  fubjefts  of  their  dcareft  rights,  and 
unftlienable  liberties  ;  to  bring  one  half  of  his  people  uncon- 
t3ition;illy  proftrate  at  the  feet  of  the  other  half;  fuch  mea- 
furcs only  as  have  "  unconftiiutionally  and  dangerouily  ad- 
vanced the  regal  prerogative  ;"  propolitions  and  fentiments 
*'  fubverflve  of  true  religion  and  virtue,"  and  utterly  de-  ',' 
Itruclive  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  country.  And, 
to  compleat  all,  the  minlfters  who  compofe  thefe  fpeeches, 
and  defile  with  them  the  royal  lips,  having,  by  diabolical 
machinations,  kindled  a  moft  impious  a-nd  horrid  civil  war, 
and  from  time  to  time  thrown  flore  of  combuftlblcs  Into 
the  flames,  recount  the  failure  and  difgri^;e  of  the  Britilli 
arms    inftcad  of  conqu;?fl,  and  triumph  in   the  cfFufion  of 
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native  blood,  and  the  maffacre  of  thoufands  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fubiefts,  as  equally  grateful  to  Parliament,  with 
the  mofl  heroic  viftories  heretofore  obtained  over  F'rance  and 
Spain.  Sucli  men,  fuch  principles,  and  fuch  praftices,  Hiall 
never  be  treated  of  by  me  in  this  Houfe,  nor  in  any  other 
Houfe,  without  the  ftrongeft  terms  of  abhorrence  and  exe- 
cration I  am  mafler  of.  The  gentleman  therefore,  whoever 
lie  be,  for  I  prelume  lie  is  not  out  of  hearing,  who  favoured 
me  with  a  very  polite,  anonymous  invitation  to  the  cockpit 
Veflerday  evening,  will  here  receive  my  thanks  for  h,is  kind 
mtentions,  and  accept  of  my  excufe  for  non-attendance.  I 
indeed  never  go  to  the  cockpit  at  Whitehall,  nor  to  any  other 
cockpit;  and  when,  upon  an  enquiry,  I  underftood  that  none 
reforted  to  that  cockpit,  but  fuch  as  were  determined,  at  all 
events,  to  follow  the  ftandard  of  the  prcfent  men  in  power, 
I  took  for  granted  (and  have  not  been  much  deceived)  that 
the  fpeech  and  addrelles  there  fettled,  would  be  fit  only  for  a 
cockpit,  in  the  original  meaning  of  the  word;  that  fort  of 
theatre,  fo  difgraccful  to  the  humanity  of  Englifhmen  ;  a 
rendezvous  for  ruffians  and  black-legs,  to  difport  with  the 
lives  of  innocence,  gcnerofity,  and  valour.  The  cockpit  was 
the  place  in  which  he  fliould  have  judged  the  minifters  to  have 
leanit,  that  the  moft;  effeftual  way  to  put  an  end  to  the  war, 
was  by  the  tomahawks,  and  canibal  fury  of  the  Qviebec  In- 
dians. The  worthy  Baronet  who  feconded  the  motion  for  an 
y.ddvefs,  prefumcs,  that  "  every  man  will  admit  the  fupremc 
fovereignty  of  this  country  to  be  vefted  in  the  legiilature;" 
but  it  feems  the  fupremc  fovereignty  is  now  transferred  in 
fa£l  to  the  cockpit,  and  we  farcially  meet  here  for  no  better 
purpofe,  than  to  cor)fi>-m  and  regiRer  t!ie  afls  of  that  more 
auguft  alfembly. 

The  bcft  criterion,  I  imagine,  from  whence  we  can  judge 
of  the  veal  fcnfe  of  Parliament  at  the  iirft  day  of  the  prcfent 
fcflion,  is  from  confidering  what  the  fenfe  of  Parliament  was, 
rcfpefting  tliis  horrible  war,  at  the  clofe  of  the  feillon  lafl 
year,  when  you,  Sir,  with  proper  dignity  and  firmnefs,  ha- 
ving touched  upon  the  very  profufe  funis  which  had  been  al- 
lowed by  the  commons  to  the  crown,  for  maintaining  the 
American  war,  obferved,  they  had  been  thus  liberal,  "  ho- 
ping that  means  would  be  found  to  flop  the  ravages  of  war, 
and  the  deflruftion  of  his  Majcfty's  fubjefts,  without  which 
there  was  but  loo  much  reafon  to  fear,  that  confequenres 
would  enfue  ruinous  to  the  profperity,  perhaps  fatal  to  the 
f.ifcty  of  thefe  kin"-doms,"     Have  fuch  means  been  attcmpt- 
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ed,  or  thought  of  by  minlfters  ?    Why  then  are  we  aUuicd 
in  the   fpcech,  that  every   opportunity   will  he  watched  to 
make  peace  ?    And  why  does  the  miniiter  in  the  blue  ribbon 
now  tell  us,  that  "  every  man  in  the  nation  wiflies  for  peace  r" 
But,  fays  the  honourable  member,  w'ho  ib  ingenioully  fecon- 
ded  the  addrefs,  however  we  may  lightly  touch  on  tlie  origi- 
nal  caufe  of  the  war,   that  is  not  now  the  fubjedi;  in  point, 
"  we  have  come  to  a  dccifion  ;    the  dye  is  caft."     Here  we 
arc  again  brought  back  to  that  favourite  pafliige  of  the  Rubii 
con,  and  the   jaBa  eft  aka;  of  a  truth  there  isfomcjuftice 
in  the  comparifon,  between  our  minifters  crolling  the  Atlan-;    ■ 
tic,   and  Crefcr  crofiing  the  river  Ilubicon  from  Gaul  ;    for 
though  thcie   minifters  confidercd  as   flatelinen,  or  as  com- 
fiianders,    are   no  more  like  Cii.'far,  than  I  to  Hercules,  yet    ' 
did  he,  like  them,  take  up  the  battle  againfc  the  conflitntion    . 
of  his  country  ;  and  liavip.g  rafnly  made  the  lirll  dcciiivc  (lep,    : 
he  faw  no  poiiiliHity  of  receding,   without  the  lofs  of  his  ere-    ' 
cht  and  his  olfices,   perhaps  the  forfeiture  of  his  life  ;    for  his    ; 
*     offence-;  had  [)cea  fcarce  Icfs  criminal  than  thofe  of  Cataline,    ; 
What  Cicero  remarked  of  the  march  of  Cctfar  towards  the    ■ 
capital  of  Italy,    may  alio  be  well  applied  to  our  minifters  :    . 
"  He  came  well  provided  witli  every  thing  (fays  that  cele- 
brated  orator)  excepting  a  good  caufe."     But  before  I  dif-    ' 
.inifs  this  tranfaiTtion  of  the  Rubicon,  which  is  lb  favourite  a    ; 
;rnit  of  hiftory  with  the  leaders  and  over-rulers  of  admini-    ■ 
ftration,   I  would  admonidi  and  conjure  them  to  deduce  fronv   \ 
thence  one   y^-holefome  leftbn,   which  is  this  :    "W'lcn  Ca;far 
crofted  the  Rubicon,  he  yet  propofcd  to  the  fcnate,  to  v/ith-    i 
draw  his  army   on  certain  very  humble  conditions ;  and  the    i 
matter  being  agitated  in   the   fenate,   Marccllus  the  conful, 
and  tlic  Patrician  faftion  in  general,  held  it  unbecoming  the    ' 
dignity  of  the  commonwealth,   "  to  treat  with  rebels,  having    . 
arms  in  their  hands;"  fo   they  preferved  their  cOquctic,   and    , 
in  the  courfc  of  a  very  few  days,  ]>aid  for  It  v^-iih  tb.e   total    i 
lofs  of  their  pov,-er,    and  the  ramihilation  of  the  liberties  of 
their  country.  ] 

Mr.  Luttrcl  then  obferyed,  that  he  m.uch  approved  of  the  '( 
amendment  propofed  by  the  noble  Lord  near  him,  [Lord  ' 
Granby]  but  wdlied  the  amendment  to  have  gone  Ibmcwhat  | 
farther,  as  the  mlnlftcr  now  pofuively  declared,  "  he  would  | 
give  up  taxation,"  if  fuch  concelllon  wcre_  likely  to  cftc;ftuatc  I 
a  peace.  With  great  deference  to  better  judgment,  he  fliould  I- 
therefore  prefume  that,  after  congratulations  couched  in  terms '  f 
pf  the  utmoft  refpeft  and  affcdliorj  to  liis  Majcfty  on  the  birth  i 
'     '       '"      ■  pf  I 
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of  a  prlncefs  and  lave  recovery  of  tlie  queen,  as  to  wliieli 
not  a  man  prelcnt  could  more  heartily  concur  than  liimfclf, 
he  (hould  ivifli  to  add,  "  humbly  Ijefeeching  liis  Majcfly, 
that  it  lie  an  inftruftion  to  the  commiflioners  in  America  to 
treat  of  preliminaries  of  peace,  or  a  fufpenfion  of  hortllitles, 
as  expediency  may  require,  with  any  convention,  Congrcfs, 
or  other  colleftivc  body,  or  With  any  perfon  or  perlbns  which 
laid  commillioners  lliall  find  entrufted  to  convey  the  fenti- 
ments  of  one  or  more  of  the  revolted  provinces;  and  to  af- 
lure  hi<  Majefly,  that  his  faithful  Commons,  willing  to  go 
all  juftlfiable  lengths  to  prevent  a  further  eflufion  of  blood, 
antl  to  avert  the  dreadful  calamities  which  accumulate  on  this 
divided  empire,  are  earncflly  difpofed  as  a  ground-work  of 
conciliation  and  amity,  to  co-operate  with  the  other  branches 
of  the  legillature  of  Great  Britain,  in  pledging  the  national 
faith,  in  the  moft  explicit  and  facred  manner,  that  no  taxes 
nor  contributions  whatever,  fliould  henceforward,  at  any 
time,  be  attempted  to  be  levied  on  the  colonies  of  Noriii 
America,  without  the  alTent  or  concurrence  of  the  imm.cdiate 
icprcfentatives  of  the  laid  colonies  rcfpeftively." 

Mr.  Luttrell  aflced  if  any  country  gentleman  whatever 
would  now  rife  up  in  his  place,  and  contend  for  taxation  ;  if 
fo,  he  fhould  only  fay  fuch  country  gentleman  was  fitter  for 
St  Luke's  than  for  St.  Stephen's.  He  did  firmly  lielievc,  if  tax- 
ation were  once  given  up,  and  that  great  mlnifter,  who  early 
in  the  late  ^var  faved  this  country  from  utter  ruin,  invited 
again  into  oiikc,  with  a  lenient  difpofitlon,  to  heal  thofc 
wound*  o\u-  civil  diftraftions  iiad  made  on  either  iide  the  At- 
lantic, and  with  talents  and  a  fpirit  etjual  to  fo  difficult  a 
contcll,  if  irremediably  and  unhappily  neceliary  to  continue 
if,  this  nation  might  yet  be  laved  ; — wc  fhould  then  afcer- 
tain,  whether  the  7\mericans,  to  a  man,  (as  has  been  conti- 
nunlly  alledgcd  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe) 
fght  for  nothing  Ihtn-t  of  independence;  and  whether,  as  the 
honourable  member  who  feconded  the  addrefs  fo  pofitlvely 
infilled,  "the  only  road  to  peace  is  through  the  havoek  and 
carnage  of  war  :"  for  his  part,  clear  he  was,  fuch  a  change 
of  men  and  meafurcs  would  divide  the  continental  Congrefs 
and  continental  army  into  faflions,  and  fo  far  anfwcr  a  wife 
purport;  but,  at  all  event?,  he  fairly  owned,  he  thought  any 
terms  of  reconciliation  more  eligible  than  an  exterminating 
war;  for  he  obfcrved,  that  fubjefts,  thus  I'ubjugated,  could 
only  be  treated  m  one  of  the  three  follov\  Ing  ways :  You 
Biu'ft  better  their  condition,  whiehhe  prefunied  nobody  could 
F.  2  luppoic 
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luppofe  tliefc  min'iflers,  witU  their  icalping  Hivages  and  Gc''*     \ 
man  aflallins,  to  have  at  all  in  th-eir  contemplation  :   If  yo"      ' 
vcfull-  to   better  their   condition,  would  yovi  rule  them  by  a 
military  force?   If  you  attempt  it,  you  alluredly  elTcftuatc-   j 
the  third  piece  of  policy,  which  is  extermination  ;   tor,   be- 
lieve rnc,  the  American  i'ettlcrs  will  rather  eniipTate,  l)y  w  hole         j 
provinces,  far  as  New  Mexico  or  California,  or  even  to  iliofe         ] 
ice-bound  illands  lately  difcovered  near  the  luuih  pole,    than 
lubmit  to  military  power  ;  and  your  licll  hojie  wdl  be,   to  be-     ;    j 
gin  to  colonize  tliat  vaft  and  fertile  continent  quite  anew,  and     (    ; 
tor  more  aui'picious  ends,   with  your  Heilian   and   llrunl'wick    ;. 
hirelin'j;s,  who   cfcape   the  conliift,  and  their  fruitful  trulls.     |    ' 
.  Mr.  Luttrell  alked,  if  what  the  Earl  of  Chatham  had  fore-     ;    i 
I'jcn  bfl  icafon  had  not  aftually  come  to  pafs  •■    He  told  you     i    , 
that  the  fair  promifes  of  the  vernal  feafon  would  furely  end     i    ; 
in  autumnal  difappointments.     Mr.  Luttrell  then  compared     '    ' 
the   conduft  and  cataftrophc  of  General  Burgoyne,    at  the     !    i 
head  of  the  northern  army  in  America,  with  that  of  Charles    .'    ■ 
tlie  bold  Duke  of  Burgundy,,  when  he  illucd  the  mofl  fevere    S 
proclamatians  againft  the  brave  Switzers  in  the  Canton  of    j 
Berne,  looking  upon  them  as  already  conqurcd  ;  he  carried    [    ' 
with  him  chains  to  lead  them  captive  at  the  feet  of  his  caval-    |  'j 
ry,  and  he  gave  them  notice,  that  he  would  caufe  to  be  crec-   |  i 
ted  the   mofl   {lately  monuments  to  his  martial  fame,  in  the        : 
very   heart   of  their  country;  Sir,  he  fiiUilh-d  his  promlfe  ;    i    l 
a  monument  they  ercfted  for  liim  in  the  foini  of  a  charncl-    i    j 
houfc,  Tilled  with  the  Ikulls  and  Ikcletons  of  the  invading  ar-    j    'j 
my,  which   was  totally  overthrown  through  the  intrepidity    [    | 
of  the  Swifs  peafants  near  the  town  of  IVIorat,  and  the  vie-    \ 
tors  furniflied  his  monument  wiih  this  emphatic  infcription  :-    i> 
"  C.aroliis    Bur^inicl'ue  Jiix  hiclitiis  hoc  fid  munrtiumnm  rcll'jiut"    \ 
he.  &c,     Mr.  Luttrell  faid  it  was   probably  but  in  vain  to   I 
hold  up  fncli  bloody  fcencs,   hi  terrorcm,  bciorc  the  hardened    i    i 
authors  and  con<luftors  of  this  unnatural  quarrel ;  Mr.,  Spea-    j    ; 
ker  might  as  wxli  put  an  hungry  leech  on  the   richelT.  vein  of 
his  body,  and  counfel  with  it  not  to  draw  blood,  as   to  talk 
with  thefecontraiflors,  pay-maflers,  treafurers,,  comniillaries, 
and  a  long  lift  of  ct  cctcrtu,  wJio  traific  thus  lucratively  with 
the  calamities  of  theii-  country,  to  relinquilli  their  hold,  and 
confefs  tlielr  ambition  and  their  rapacity  fallsficd.     The  mi- 
nority therefore,  of  which  he  fliould  certainly   be  one,  had    ; 
only  to  lament,  that  a  fovcreign,  fo  moral  and  pious  as  ours 
now  on   the  throne,  ib  humane  and  fo  generous,  lb  capable 
of  governiiig  a  free  people,  witji  honour,   profperity  ami    rt- 
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nown,  fliould  already  have  iacrificed  Or.c  halt'  of  his  donu- 
i\ions,  and  dcfperatcly  hazard  the  lols  ot  the  one  half,  to  che- 
rilh  and  aggrandize  a  more  immoral  and  profligate,  a  more 
tyraniiical  and  fanguinary,  and,  in  iiiort,  a  more  weak  fct  of 
niiiilllers,  than  ever  tried  the  patience  of  the  Englifli  nation, 
under  the  worlt  of  the  Stuart  kings. 

Before  he  fate  down  he  lliould  only  add,  that  the  worthy 
I)aronet[Sir  Gilbert  Elliot]  who  fuppofed  the  navy  of  Great  ■ 
Jh'ilain,  in  our  home  ports,  to  be  at  prefcnt  more  formidable 
than  the  combined  naval  force  of  France  and  S|_iain,  had  bucn 
grofsly  mifinformed  ;  but,  a?  it  was  not  a  lubiift  in  if,  full 
extent  then  before  the  Houfe,  he  fliould  reier\  e  a  difcuflion  i.>f 
that  important  bufmefs  to  a  future  day. 

Lord  North   made   a    Ihort  reply  to  Colonel  Barrc,    and  L'^'" '"•''■  ■•^■ 
then  the  qucftion  being  put,  there  appeared   for  the   ainenu- 
nicnt  86  ;  againfl  it  243. 

Ncucmher  2t. 
Lord  /-/)yA' offered  to  bring  up  the  report  of  the  addrcfs  ofLo^a  ij..;^, 
llie  preceding  day. 

f    Sh  P/j! lip  Jen}!: /i^s  voic,  znd  m.oved,   That  the  addrcfs   besirr;.;/.> 
Tcconmi  i  tted .  J^"'-'"'::'  ■ 

Mr.  Turner  declared,  as  a  country  gentleman,  who  meant  A'r.ri.u.rr, 
to  aft  entirely  for  the  fervicc  of  his  conuitucnts,  that  he  could 
not  agree  with  adrainiflration  in  their  itieas  of  puvluirsg  tkc 
prelVnt  war.  That  he  had,  during  the  rcci.-.,  t.;!.cn  the  v:\\\c 
of  his  conilitucnt^,  at  one  of  their  moll  ger'.-:r;d  meetings  at 
York,  where  he  candidly  alked  tliem,  wlK'tlier  it  was  their 
opinion  that  the  war  fliould  be  profecurcd  ?  If  it  was,  they 
liad  only  to  inform  him  fo,  and  as  he  v.ould  ever  be  ready  to 
receive  their  inflrudl:ions,  as  long  as  he  continued  to  have  the 
honour  to  reprefen.t  them,  he  would  refign  his  feat,  and  they 
might  chuie  fume  otlier  reijrefentative.  Uov.cver,  their  opi- 
ifion  was,  that  peace  Ihould  be  concludctl  at  all  events.  Ho 
wiihed  he  had  a  -piece  of  Latin  to  cxprcis  his  fentiments  more 
fidly  ;  but,  as  it  was,  he  begged  leave  to  put  a  negative  on  i!ie 
cjUi-ilion. 

-Mr.   H.  JV.  Hartley  objcftcd  to   the  qucftion  on  the  lame  M.-.  U-  'V'. 
principles,  and  inlrcated  adniiniftiation  tofeize  the  only  mo-  """-',>'■ 
nient  they  might  ever  have  of  flopping  ilie  calamities  of  this 
civil  war. 

K;irl  Nugent  faid,   the  arguments  of  the  two  laft  gentlemesi  EarlAV:'i;. 
were  abfurd  ;  that  the  contelf  now  was,    not  uhethcr  Ame- 
rica Ihould  be  dependent  on  theBritifli  parliament;  but  whe- 
the:  Great  Britain  or  America  lliouM  be  independent "   Both 
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couhl  not  be  fo,  for  fuel,  would  be  the  power  of  tluit  v.ft  eoa-' 
^^"^■°^!:^^:^!!^'i-V->>--'^'^--lenee:a'bI 
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..  .w,   ...,,.,0  ...  ..uu,,uL,  uiaiwaslier  independence  elV,bl,l|,. 

cd,  this  .land  ,nufl  expeft  to  be  .:.ade  a  dependent  p  o  . 

neral  Conivay  took  n  wide  ranffe  thro,u.h  tU.  ,„i,.i„  r..A.  * 


.„,  c«.         General  Lomvay  took  n  wide  ran<^e  through  the  \vholc  fvftem 
.->  o    An.encan  poljncs ;  iaid  he  hacfbeen  un^.form    n  1   s   .,t" 

lition  to  the  n:ealu,-es  that  oeeafioned  the  war,  and  fliou  d   e 
main  io  in  oppofing  thole  meafures  which  led  A  .       I 

of i,.  As  „  ■)„  ,;„„ftc,.,  idcaordt'l':.  ;r„ ;  ;;;ir 

their  arms  in  order  to  be  treated  with    it-   „-.    ^i     V  '•=  r 

foUy:for.aedierhi,ri.lf,:lj&;,^;:;^^;;^^^ 
yas  inyefting  a  town,  the  gates  of  which  he  found  fin  t    ad 
th    walls  .Tianned,  would  not  the  propofition   of  -  open  th 
gates,  and  let  me  in,  and  then  I'll  treat  with  vou  ' '  I  e 
cen^d  with  the  utmoft  aftonifl,n.ent  and  conteLt'^      \  t. 

thel^Jd^rr'l'""^  TT'''^'     After  c'ondenmng 
the  ult  of  the  Indians,  he  concluded  by  declarincr  before  God  ^ 
and  that  awful  alcmbly,  ,hat  though  the  Americlins  iii   ht  b 
culpable   yet,  m  his  opinion  we  were  for  more  fo.         ^  ■ 

.        f  he  ^aornp^  Gcncr.l  admitted  there  was  fomethino-  like  -,n  • 
argument  in  the  C.eneral's  inveftiture  of  a  town  ;   but  w  xi Ir  i 
not  be  equally  ridiculous  on  the  part  of  the  forces  Jithou    to  i 
receive  a  finular  propofal  from  thofe  within  the  cl  ader  'ac 
to  the  ule  of  the  i  ndians,  painful  as  fuel,  a   e      ee  m   ft  bet  ' 

...s  n.uuu,  luch  IS  the  nature  of  man,  th.t  every  ftcp is  taken 
o  annov  his  enemy  ;   but  fo  far  from  dfis  being  Ihc  in  y  ba 

I'o'i'i^of  tlnt'^'nH  "V","'  '/  Y'  'f'''  ^^  ^-nourable  nljn'l  r 
1  o.iit  ot  that  cnthulialm  of  the  rebels  in  Canada,  who  fwore  f 
a  leg, anee  to  the  Kmg,  and  then  turned  upon  a  detached  pan 
ot    Co  .  St.  Leger  s,  and  cut  them  to  piece..      The  me;  ihre 

n   h!^ £:"':£  '^  'r''-'  ^°^^'  ^Ld  George  Ger^ilJm^^    \ 
m  tl  c  K  ng  s  eiolet,  and  was  approved  of  by  the  reft  of  -id    i 
mm,llration,asan  ertlftual  mea^!  of  lubduinl  S^  ;eS;u!  1 

mot.v..  that  had  hitherto  occMioned  him  to  vote  a-ainft  ^o-  U 
vernmen    on  the  American  war  ;   faid  that  the  idea  of  con-  U 

£^  M^ebilirk^r"'        '  '''''''  ''^  '''^''^^"^"'^'  ^^•''^'  ^  ■ 

"  IwiU  with  wine  and  waflel  fo  convince,  &c  " 
Ihath.s  mind  w:^  fdly  made  up  upon  the  grand  point  in  di--  ' 

l.cn  Wafiiington  [hot,    and   hanged  ia  effigy  in  the  country  ■{ 


v^  her 
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where  he  hnci  been,  which  m.nde  him  believe  the  pvcfcnt  mea- 
furcs  Iiad  its  advocates  alio  out  of  doors,  yet  lie  would  e>;prefs 
his  dcteftation  of  them,  and  willied,  but  for  the  honour  of  his 
friends,  that  his  protcft  might  Hand  lin^le  and  alone  upon  the 
journals  of  the  houfc. 

Mr.  yidrm  fpoke  next,  upon  the  old  ground  in  general,  in  Mr.  ^o'j;it. 
defence  of  government,  till  he  came  to  the  matter  of  treaty 
with  the  rebels  while  in  arms,  to  bring  thcni  back  to  depen- 
dence. This,  he  faid,  led  him  to  revert  to  hiflory,  as  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman  [Governor  Johnftone]  had  done  the  pre- 
ceding night,  when  he  begged  them  to  conlulcr  the  cafe  of 
Oliver  Cromwey,  and  afk  themfelvcs,  if  ho  had  been  informed 
that  matters  were  accommodated  between  the  prince  and  par- 
liament, whether  he  would  have  gone  back  to  dependence  ? 
Certainly  not.-— After  paying  iVIr.  Fox  a  compliment  on  tlio 
cxercife  of  his  talents,  when  lie  avoided  perfonalities,  he  con- 
cluded by  giving  his  hearty  concurrence  to  the  cjueflion. 

Mr.  Fox  defended  himfelf,  and  inlifled  upon  it,  that  li)long  ^u.^,x, 
as  the  freedom  of  debate  remained,  his  arraigning  the  pul-lic 
conduft  of  a  minilter  could  never  be  deemed  perlunal  ;  tliat 
he  had  attacked  the  only  man  refponfd'ile,  the  Iccvctary  01  ftatc 
for  American  afl'airs,  though  he  attempted  to  Icrcen  liinMlif, 
by  faying,  he  was  only  one  of  the  minlllers  who  advikil  th;; 
ineafure,  for  in  the  conduft  of  the  lafl  glorious  war,  wIkj  v.  as 
refponfible  but  Lord  Chatham  ?  W'oidd  tlie  Duke  of  Ncw- 
calUe,  Mr.  Legge,  or  the  Chancellor,  ha\e  been  called  to  aa 
account  for  the  coiUequence  of  mifmanagenieut  orill-t'ucrciTe^  3 
No  !  none  but  Mr.  Pitt,  the  then  fecrcrary  of  ftatc  fur  the 
fouthern  department.  He  thanked  the  gentleman  who  ipr  ko 
laft,  for  the  compliment  he  intended  him,  and,  in  return,  al- 
furcd  him  he  had  more  wit  than  Lucian  or  Swift,  in  hrl:-uiiig 
thole  oppofites  into  the  fame  point  of  view,  which  Mr.  Addi- 
fon  calls  the  teit  of  wit.  He  ridiculed  his  hiftorical  pro.'"  of 
Cromwell,  in  inferring  he  would  not  have  done  a  thing,  iie- 
caufe  he  had  not  done  it.  After  this  he  replied  to  fome  of  the 
Attorney -general's  arguments,  clearing  ibmc  miftakes  re- 
fpefting  his  account  of  the  enthufiafm  of  th.e  treachercii.j  ro- 
bcls  in  Canada,  and  then  fate  down  after  diirentiug  from  the 
tjueftion. 

The  Solicitor   Gciural  replied   to   Mr.  Fox  ;  expreffed  his  Mr.  ?/;,i- 
f    aftonifliment  that  the  different  Ipeeches  fliould  have  flown  ib ''"■i""-" 

wide  froqi  the  matter  under  immediate  confuleration  ;  faid, 
;:  that  not  a  tittle  had  been  advanced  againft  the  propofcd  aug- 
*    mentation  of  the  army  and  navy,  iri  on'pr  to  enforce  tlic  rlgo- 
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reus  mcafurcb  of  another  campaijjn,  if  found  neccilary;  but 
that  oppof.tion  had  t^one  upon  other  grounds  in  every  refpeft 
faUacious  and  ablurd.  With  refpeft  to  the  ccfTation  of  arms 
tliey  propofcd,  fiippofe  an  herald  was  fcnt  to  the  rebel  cHuip 
vith  fuch  a  propohtion,  and  the  Americans  fliould  rcfufe  to 
comply  with  it,  what  muft  be  done  ?  Muft  the  Britilli  troops 
lay  on  their  arms  and  be  beaten  ?  for  both  parties  muft  ap;rci; 
in  tliat  ceflation  before  it  could  poflibly  take  place.  He  then, 
in  order  to  prove  the  rebels'  intention  of  independence,  faiii 
he  was  informed  by  Mr.  Morris,  once  governor  of  Pcnfylva- 
nia,  a  man  who  appeared  to  him  the  befl  acquainted  \rith 
American  matters  of  any  he  ever  converfed  with,  that  inde- 
pendence was  their  general  topii:,  long  before  the  brcnkini; 
i)Ut  of  the  war.  As  to  unconditional  lubmifiion,  which  h;ul 
been  bandied  fo  mucli  about  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfi-, 
it  was  impoiiiblc  to  treat  w  ith  an  armed  force,  but  on  thofi; 
terms  ;  for  fo  long  as  that  milirary  furce  cxilfed,  all  treaty 
was  ridiculous  ;  and  here  he  produced,  as  a  cafe  in  point,  the 
very  hiflorical  circimiftance  which,  though  nientiomd  by  Mr. 
Adam  liypothetically,  was  in  irfclf  an  hiftorical  fa6l  ;  and 
wondered  liow  the  acute  and  lively  member  who  Ipokc  hifl, 
llioiild  be  fo  little  converfant  with  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times, 
as  not  to  know  that  the  matters  in  dilpute  between  Charles  I. 
and  his  parliament  were  nearly  adjufted,  and  that  the  iinilhing 
llrokc  was  about  to  be  put  to  the  treaty,  wiicn  the  very  army 
which  the  parliament  had  themfelvcs  raifcd,  dcnietl  the  au- 
thority of  their  creators,  and  [n././rs/Jino  /;,•';;;/,//' /o  tlv  SpLnkir] 
htirried  your  predeceflor,  Sir,  ami  Ijis  ma^c,  from  the  i'enate, 
After  this  he  defended  Lord  George  Germninc,  andcenfurcj 
the  ]5erfonal  attack  that  had  been  made  upon  him. 

Mr,  Rous  and  Mr,  Burke  fp.oke  likewife  in  the  debate. 

The  queftion  was  put  a  few  minutes  before  11  o'clock, 
wi-.en  the  Ayes  for  agreeing  with  the  report  were  175,  and 
the  Noes  47. 

Xovanhcr  22. 

The  addrcfs  prefentcd. 

7bi  humble  Aidafs  of  the  lloufi  of  Cowmns  to  the  Knir. 

A'/ofl  gracious  Sovereign, 
We,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and   loyal  fulijeiEls,   the 
Commons  of  Cir'eat   Britain    in   Parliament   airembled,  beg 
leave    to-  return  your   Majcfty    the    humble   th.anks   of  this 
Koule,  for  your  inoll  f^racious  fnceclj  from  tlie  throne. ' 

Peepl-' 
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Deeply  iritereflcd  in  every  event  wliicli  tends  to  incveafo 
Your  Majefty's  domeflic  felicity,  and  iinprclled  with  the 
Iiveliefl  fentinients  of  duty  and  attachment  to  the  Qi^icen  ; 
\vc  beg  leave  to  ofFcr  to  your  Majefty  our  congratulation*! 
on  the  birth  of  another  princefs,  and  on  her  Mtijcfty's  happy 
recovery. 

We  affure  your  Majefty,  that  wc  take  a  fmccvc  part  in  the 
coniidence  which  your  Majcfly  expreflcs,  that  the  condudl 
and  courage  of  your  officers,  and  the  i'pirit  and  intrepidity  of 
your  forces,  both  by  fea  and  land,  will,  under  tlic  Divine 
Providence,  be  attended  v.'ith  important  fuccels.  Eut  at  the 
fame  time  we  entirely  concur  with  yourMajcfty  in  thinking, 
that  it  is  neceflary  to  prepare  for  i\ich  further  opcratitins  as 
future  events,  and  the  contingencies  of  tliewar,  may  render 
cx|5edient.  7\nd  we  learn,  with  much  fatisfaflion,  that  your 
Majefty  is  for  that  purpofc  purfuing  the  proper  meafnres  for 
keeping  your  land  forces  complete  to  the  prefent  cftablifh- 
nient.  And  whenever  your  Ma'iefty  ihall  be  pleafed  to  com- 
municate to  us  any  new  engagements,  wliich  you  may  have 
entered  into  for  encreafing  your  military  force,  we  will  take 
the  fame  into  our  confideration.  And  we  trufl  your  ?\ia- 
JLfly  will  not  be  difappointed  in  the  gracious  ienlimcnts 
which  you  entertain  of  the  zeal  and  public  fpirit  of  vjU 
faithful  Commons. 

We  are  truly  fenfibic,  that  your  Majefly's  condant  care 
for  the  welfare  of  your  people,  and  your  generous  coiucin 
for  the  hajipinefs  of  mankind,  ditpofe  your  iVlaiclly  to  dc- 
firc,  that  the  peace  of  Europe  may  not  be  difturb.cd  :  but  \\  e 
acknowledge,  with  equal  gratitude,  your  Majefty's  attention 
to  the  fecurity  of  your  kingdoms,  and  the  protcftion  of  the 
cxtenfive  commerce  of  your  fubjefts,  in  having  made  a  coii- 
fiderable  agumentation  to  your  naval  force,  on  which  the  re- 
putation and  importance  of  this  nation  muft  ever  principally 
depend.  And  we  hear  with  the  highefl  fatisfaftion,  and  re- 
ly with  perfeft  confidence  on  your  royal  declaration,  that 
your  IVIajefty  will  always  be  the  faithful  guardian  of  the 
Iioiiour  of  the  Britifli  crown. 

"Wc  beg  leave  to  affure  your  Majefty,  that  we  will  willioul 
delay  enter  into  the  confideration  of  tlie  fupplics  for  the  en- 
fuing  year  ;  and  that  we  will  chearfully  and  c-icftually  pro- 
vide for  all  fuch  cxpences  as  fliall  be  found  ncceilLirv  for  the 
Welfare  and  effential  intcreils  of  thetc  kingdoms,  and  for  the 
vigorous  profeeution  of  the  meafures  in  which  v,e  are  enga- 
ged, for  the  re-cftablifliment  of  that  coni'iitutional  fubordi- 
VoL.  VIII.  F    -•  .  nation. 
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nation,  which  we  truft,  with  the  hicffing  of  Gorl,  your  Ma- 
jc-fty  will  be  able  to  maintnin  through  the  fevcra'l  parts  cf 
your  dominions. 

We  acknowledge  with  equal  gratitude  and  admi ration 
your  Majefty's  paternal  declaration,  that  you  will  he  ever 
watchful  for  an  opportunity  of  putting  a  Hop  to  the  dfii- 
liou  of  the  blood  of  your  lubjcfts,  and  the  calamities  of 
war. 

Permit  us  to  aflure  your  Majcfly,  that  \vc  cannot  but  ftill 
entertain  a  hope,  that  the  difccrnmcnt  of  their  true  isitereiis, 
the  remembrance  of  the  blcfhngs  they  once  enioyed,  and  tin; 
lenfe  of  their  prefent  fufferings  under  the  arbitrary  tyranny 
of  their  leaders,  will  induce  the  deluded  and  unhappy  nuilti- 
tudc  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  and  will  reanimate  thi-ir 
hearts  with  afpirit  of  loyalty  to  their  Sovereign,  and  01  at- 
tachment to  their  mother  country. 

The  gracious  and  comlei'ccp.ding  manner  in  which  your 
Mnjefty  exprefl'cs  your  denre,  iJuit  you  may  be  enabled  to 
reftore  peace,  order,  and  contidcnce,  to  y.jur  /uiuiican  co- 
lonies, cannot  fail  of  endearing  your  Maiefty  to  llie  hearts 
of  all  your  fubjcfts  :  and  wcalVure  your  ^'lafefty,  that  wjicn 
this  great  work  can  be  accomplilhed,  and  letded  on  the  true 
principles  of  the  conftitution,  your  Majelly  may  depend  on 
the  moll  zealous  concurrence  and  fupport  of  your  faidiful 
Commons. 

Ceiitlciiieii, 

I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  fortius  dutifid  addrefs. 

The  afFcftionate  part  you  take  in  the  Inippy  recovery  of 
the  Queen,  and  the  increafe  of  my  family,  'is  highly'  ac- 
ceptable to  me. 

The  fleady  and  zealous  fupport  of  my  faithfal  Commons, 
will,  I  trufl  in  God,  enable  me  to  put  an  end  to  tlrib  mihappy 
rebellion.  Whatever  ftrengvh  you  fliall  place  in  my  hands, 
iliall  be  employed  only  for  the  good  of  my  people,  and  the 
welfare  of  my  kingdoms  ;  and  be  allured,  that  1  wiili  for 
iucccfs  in  this  great  national  caufe  for  no  other  purpole  hut 
that  it  may  enable  me  to  reftore  peace  and  liappineJs  to  all 
my  lubjefts. 

No-jcmL-r  04.  IfJ 


No  I'rbate. 
No  dejjate. 


NozTinkr  25. 
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Nuvemkr  26. 

T\\c  Jttornc)'  General  [?vlr.  Tliurlow]  obferved,  that  ^n  ^.Z;,,,.,,., 
aft  paiTed  in  the  courlc  of  the  laft  fclfion,  intitled,  "  An  t,v,OTfl/. 
ad  for  impowcring  his  Majefty  to  fecure  and  detain  pcrlons 
cuilty  or  fufpc(ftcd  of  committing  the  crime  o-f  high  treafon 
)n  America,  or  on  the  feas,  or  of  tlie  crime  of  piracy," 
would  expire  on  the  firfl  of  January,  1778:  that  the  fame 
caufc  which  made  tlie  law  at  firft  iiecelTary  flill  continueil  ; 
namely,  the  rebellion  in  America  ;  and  that  he  therefore 
meant  now  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  fur- 
ther continuance  of  the  faid  law  for  a  limited  time. 

Mr.  5(?^'(rraid,that  the  law  nowpropofed  robe  further  con-  j^j^_  ^^y 
tinucd  muft  havehad  fome  objefts  in  view  when  it  was  parfcd. 
It  was  v/ith  great  reliiftance  he  would  at  any  time  confcnt  to 
t!ie  fufpcnhon  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft,  that  great  llcurity 
of  public  freedom  and  perfonal  liberty.  There  were  cir- 
cuniflances,  however,  in  feafons  of  great  national  danger  and 
piihlic  exigency,  which  neverthelefs  had  called  for  the  par- 
ticular interference  of  the  legiflature,  and  might  again  juf- 
tify  fuch  fufpenfion.  He  never  thought  the  prefcnt  pro- 
IHifed  bill  intitled  to  any  fuch  public,  or  parliamentary  fanc- 
tioii ;  yet,  if  it  were,  experience  muft  be  the  beft  proof 
whether  thofe  appearances  were  well  founded.  On  this 
ground,  therefore,  he  fliould  be  glad  to  know  from  tlie  ho- 
nourable and  learned  mover,  in  what  inflanccs  the  powers, 
which  had  now  for  full  nine  months  been  dtlcgatetl,  were 
cxcrcifcd,  and  what  were  the  evils  tlrey  prevented  or  reme- 
died ?  If  none  could  be  ftated,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be 
equally  wanton  and  unneccfliiry  to  continue  iliem,  and  be  a 
dangerous  precedent  in  time  to  come. 

Mr.  Burk<:  coincided  with  his  honourable  friend  in  his  gc-  jvir.  Bm 
ncral  reafoning,  and  further  obferved,  that  the  bill  was  of 
the  mofl;  extraordinary  texture  ;  nor  were  its  operations, 
if  they  could  be  called  by  that  appellation,  lefs  fo.  Here  is 
a  bill,  which  is  to  operate  in  every  part  of  the  Britiih  em- 
pire, againd  pirates,  or  perfons  fufpefted  of  trcalbn.  Your 
generals  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic  have  eftabliflied  a 
|nihlic  cartel,  fuch  as  is  agreed  to,  with,  an  alien  enemy,  for 
tJic  exchange  of  prifoners.  It  is  no  general  light  furmife  or 
loofe  allertion  ;  we  f;nd  your  commanders  aftually  preffing 
Mr.  Wafliington  to  a  faithful  performance  of  this  cartel  : 
«c  arc  informed  of  a  correfpondcnce  b.-.t,veen  a  Mr.  Hut- 
cliinfon.  Lord  Cornwallis,  Mr.  Wafliir.gton,  ^'\c.  in  whi.li, 
'  the  true  fpirk of  the  cartel  is  controverted  ;  but  not  itsiM- 
F   2         '  flcacc. 


i^r,:.k>  .. 


56  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1777. 

ftencc,  nor  a  pr(5feired  nnwillingnefs  on  either  fide,   to  com- 
jily  with  it.     What  do  we  behold  on  the  other  ?     (I   do  not 
wifli  to  ftatc  fafts  from  general  reports,    if  I  am  wrong,  I 
trult  the  learned  gcntlc\iian  will  fct  me  right.)     W'hv   a  di- 
rcft  contrary  conduft  in  Europe;  Lai'd  Stormont,  his  Ma- 
jefty's  minifter  at  the  French  court,  giving  a  very  lofty  an- 
fwcr  to  the    American  delegates    refiding   there.     He  tells  k 
them,  when  they' propofe  a  limilar  cartel  to  that  fettled  in  t 
Ai.mcrica,  in  Europe,  and  an  exchange  of  prifoners  in  confc-  I 
qucnce  of  it,   "  I  never  treat  with   rebels,    imlefs  to  receive  | 
fubmiflion."       I    do    not  find    fault   with   this    anfv/er ;    it  | 
was  becoming  the   reprclentativc  of  a   great  nation  ;  but  I  | 
jncmion  it  only  to  fliew  the  inconfiflency  of  adminillration ;  | 
or  at  Icaft  their  divided  opinions  and  condnft  upon  tlie  fame  • 
fubjeft.     Is  rebellion  in  Europe  different  in  its  nature  from  f 
wliat  it  is  in  Auieiiea  ?     Arc  our  fubjefts  in  America  taken 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  tl:c   laft  ftage  of  rcfiftance  to  the  ', 
civil  power,  to  be  treated  as  fair,  open,  alien  enemies  r  and  i 
is  tlic   mere  fufpicion  of  the  fame  crime   in  Europe   to  be  \ 
treated  with  all  the  rigour  due  to  afts  of  the  moft  deliberate  i 
and  inveterate  treafon  ?     I  fufpt-Sl  this  bill  is  only  to  favc  ap-  ! 
pearances.      Mas  any  man  been  brought  to  iudgment  r     Has! 
any  man  been  convifted  or  difcliarged  ?     I    have   heard  of| 
none.      1'he  conduft   of  adminiflration  is,  in   my   opinion, 
prcpoftcrous  and  ablurd.    The  bill  is  unneceifary.     It  creates 
a  power  to  confine  people,  who  in  the  end,  mufl  come  in  un- 
der the  faith  of  a  cartel.     Eitlier,  therefore,  let  the  bill  ex- 
pire,  or  preferve  fomething  like   an  uniformity  of  conduft,!:'] 
by  diffolving  the  cartel.  |  i 

jit>trn:y  Tlic  .^//'jr^fcj  (7i-«fra/  [Mr.  Thurlow]    replied,  that  \vhcn| 

Qi<M:al.      the  bill  was  palled,  a  necellity  exifted.     The  fame  motives | 
fliU  continued.      It  was  to  hold  perfons  in  certain  fituationsJ 
or  prevent  mifchies  arifing  from   afts,  which  in  m.oil:  cafes  l 
inuft  from  their  nature  be  otherwifc  accompanied   with  im-« 
punity.     This,  however,  was   not   the  time   to  difpute  thei^M 
propriety   of  the    propofed  law  :    the   motion  was  only  fori,  | 
leave  ;  when  it  came  in  the  form  of  a  bill,  that  would  b(:|''| 
the  proper  time  for  th  chonourablc  gentlemen  to  make  their  (;-•" 
oliieftions. 
Mr.  B^l.tr.      Mr.  Bc^-o- faid,   that  the  crown  had  nflced  for  powers,  am! 
obtained  them;   but  he  had  not  learned,   that  they  were  ex. 
ercifed  in  any  one  inftance  ;  but   in  confining  perfons,   ami 
obliging  them  to  fuffer  a   fpecies  of  imprifonment,   no   Icl'i^ 
rigorous,  cruel,   and  unprecedented,   than  difgraccful   to  tl;:*  j 
cli;,radlcr  and  humanity  of  ihc  Eni:lifli  nation,     'i  lie  nii:c-': 
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lies  thole  people,  now  fliut  np  in  the  Icvcval  gnols  of  tlie 
kiiigJom,  luffcreJ,  he  had  heard,  \Yeve  intoler:iblc.  He 
tmphatically  defivcd  to  know  the  reafon,  wliy  they  had  not 
been  brought  to  ihcir  trials,  bailed,  or  difcharged  ?  and  ob- 
fcrved,  there  v.'as  a  paifage  in  the  fpeech,  of  the  lafl:  fellion, 
wiiith  promifed,  that  the  laws  fliould  be  faithfully  carrieJ 
into  execution  ;  [Clerk  ordered  to  read  it.]  but  that,  in  the 
anfwer  to  the  fpccch  from  that  Houfe,  no  notice  was  taken  of 
that  paffage. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Eiclltf.     I  move,  that  60,000  men  be  employed  for  Mr.  Bulk 
the  fea  fervice,  fortheycar  1778,  including  11,829  marines. 
'I'he  number  of  Ihips  of  war  to  be  employed  is  263.   [Stops. 
D(fired  to  enter  into  particulars.]     In  the  Medlterancan  two 
4ih  rates,  two  6ih  rates,  two  floops,  and  i20ofcamen. 

The  Alcrney  Gnural  [Mr.  Thurlow]  objefted.  He  faid,  Ancncy 
it  would  be  very  improper  to  let  our  enemies  know  our  par- '''■'"■'^•''• 
ticular  weakncis  or  flrength  ;  that  if  a  rupture  fliould  hap- 
pen, it  would  difclofe  our  whole  plan  of  military  entcrprize  ; 
and  would  inftruft  our  enemies,  if  they  entertained  any 
hoftile  intentions,  \\  hich  he  was  willing  to  believe  they  did 
not,  to  allail  us  in  the  weakeft  part.  So  many  vclTcls,  of  fo 
many  guns  and  fo  many  men,  ftatloned  here  ;  and  fo  many 
more  there  ;  what  was  that,  but  plainly  pointing  out  the  ve- 
ry k'crets  which  arc  of  moft  importance,  and  conflitute  the 
very  foul  of  mditary  entcrprize  f  He  was  certain,  the  ho- 
nourable member  in  office  had  miftaken  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  called  for  the  exjilanations.  It  muft  bediftribu- 
tion,  not  detail,  the  latter  delired. 

Colonel  Barr^  complained  that  the  Houfe  fliould  be  called  Col.  To 
upon,  to  vote  a  fupply  fo  uncommonly  great,  without  offi- 
cial information,  refpefting  the  prefent  ftate  and  ftrength  of 
the  navy.  He  thought  Parliament  had  a  right  to  know,  as 
well  what  they  were  voting  for,  as  that  they  were  voting. 
He  obferved,  that  the  gentleman  who  moved  the  committee 
was  proceeding  to  fatisfy  the  Houfe ;  but  was  flopped  by 
fome  invilible  power  or  fudden  fuggcftion,  jufl  as  he  had  in- 
formed the  committee  that  we  had  263  lliips  and  vellels  of 
\\ar.  The  learned  gentleman  was,  he  acknowledged,  partly 
vi^ght,  if  he  dreaded  any  information  coming  out  which 
might  be  Injurious  to  the  nation  ;  not  but  he  was  juftified  in 
h.Tvmg  the  queflion  anfwercd  in  the  very  terms  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  in  oiiice  feemcd  ready  and  willing  to  do.  On 
the  other  liand,  if  the  learned  gcj;tlcm2n  meant  to  give  a 
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prcf^-iTncc  to  tlic  mode  fnfl  adoplcd,  that  of  tcJliiij;  the  ^| 
Houl'e  thp.t  welip.d  263  Ihips  of  \v;ir  in  comn  ilhon,  in-.uad  of  M 
even  tcUing  us  the  diflribution  of  them,  ;ind  v.iilicd  the  A 
Houfe  lu  he  put  ofF  with  this  grofs  account,  he  llioukl  || 
certainly  take  t!ie  fenfe  of  the  committee  on  it.  Ke  was  Jl 
authoiifcd  to  fay,  fuch  a  procedure  was  contrary  to  the  [| 
known  rules  and  ufages  of  Parliament  ;  and  truilcd,  howc-  |1 
ver  compliant  the  Koufe  was  upon  cverv  matter  rcUitivc  to  ; 
the  American  war,  it  would  never  cneUrc  fuch  a  rcfulal,  ^^ 
Vvithout  propci-ly  anlmadveriing  upon  it.  1  ic  ohfcrved,  that  . 
the  very  fame  gentleman,  who  was  now  interrupted  in  his  de- 
tail, had  uniformly  heretofore  given  it,  whenever  defned  ;  4 
and  he  remembered  that  King  \V  illiam,  with  a  magr.animity  .' 
that  docs  his  memory  honour,  in  rr.\c  of  his  fpeeches  to  iliat  .J 
Houfe,  fpcaking  of  a  naval  expedition,  to  the  court  of  L'rance,  i  •% 
which  mifcarried,  fo  far  from  concealing  h.is  intentions,  pro-  ''1 
mifcJ  that  he  would  make  a  funilar  attempt  ib.e  very  next  1  i 
year.  1 
"J  The  Jtto-rney  Gi-ncral  faid  there  might  be  policy  in  that;  j  j 
"'  that  he  did  not  wilh  to  hold  back  any  iniormation,  confiftent  '_  I 
with  the  fafety  of  the  motion.  He  acknowledged  his  own  ig-  '  j 
norance  of  fuch  aflairs,  and  he  only  took  It  up  as  a  matter  of  ,  \ 
ftate;  nor  had  he  any  ohje£lion  whatever  to  the  honourable  •' -j 
gendeman  in  ofhce  proceeding  as  he  thought  proper  ;  but  by  ; 
v.iiat  had  fallen  from  the  gentkma.i  who  prcU'ed  the  detail,  he  '  | 
undcrflood  that  the  diflribution  only  was  what  he  fought.  '  | 
Eurli.  Air.  Burke  remarked,  withg.eat  ieverity,  upon  the  attempts  .  j 
now  made  to  hold  back  every  thing  which,  had  tlic  leaft  ap-  \^ 
pcarance  of  infcymation.  ;  1 
I  Mul.  Lord  A'fnli^y.r.:c'  fupported  the  objeftion  of  his  learned  friend.  \  j 
"■  He  treated  the  conduft  of  King  William  as  a  conduft  not  at  ;  .1 
all  applying  to  the  prefent  ful^jeft  matter  of  debate.  He  laid  ^V 
the  magnanimity  and  candoiu- attributed  to  that  monarch  by  j-J 
thcfirft  gentleman  wdio  fpoke,  was  the  effeft  of  policy,  not  of  ;  j 
magnanmiity  ;  it  was  done,  moft  probably,  to  miilead  his  . 
enemies,  not  to  put  them  on  their  guard,  and  into  a  fcatc  of  ;'j 
preparation.  He  faid,  to  be  fure  it  was  a  matter  of  no  confe-  ;  / 
quence.  The  P'rench  arc  well  acquainted  with  our  force,  and  l'} 
its  particular  diflribution  :  he  wtis  glad  they  kr>ew  it  ;  he  be-  '.  1 
Jicvcd  it  was  the  bcfl  fecurity  for  a  continuance  of  tlicir  pacific  ;  I 
dilpofitions.  [^ 
r.  Mr.  T.  LuttreU fyoks;  ftronglv  agalnft  the  attempt,  which  he  ilj 
'■■■'•'■  fak]  was  made  to  infult  the  iioufc.  The  Freneh  know  the  d 
ftiice  of  our  navv,   but  Parliament  mufl;  not.     He  obfervcd,  & 

,  '    -  tha,  ^ 
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that  there  were  other  better  reafons  tlian  thofe  afligned  by  tlic 
learned  gentleman  who  firft  ftarted  the  objeftion.  They 
would  be  found  not  to  be  reafons  of  ftate,  iinlefs  a  conceal- 
ment of  what  Parliament  ought  to  know  could  be  maintained 
to  be  fo. 

Loro  Af/tlgrjve  rofe,  and  was  deviating  from  the  fubjefV,  and  Lord  niul- 
alludlngto  ibmething  which  had  fallen  from  the  laft  lionoura-^'"'-''- 
blc  gentleman  ;  but  was  cidled  to  order  by  Mr.  T.  Town- 
flicnd,  who  obferved,  that  li.e  matter  adverted  to  by  the  noble 
Lord  was  totally  foreign  to  the  fubjedl  of  debate. 

The  Jttorncy  G«/fra/inlifted,  that  it  grew  out  of  the  matter,  ^?r.  Str- 
and therefore  was  not  dlforderly  ;  that  the  queftion  lie  fore  the  ''""• 
committee  was,  whether  fuch  information  was  prudent   and 
neecffary  ?    The  honourable  gentleman  fl.ited  his  reafons  why 
lie  thought  it  was,  and  tlie  noble  Lord  who  was  interruntcd, 
was  proceeding  to  combat  thofe  reafons. 

Lord  A'lnl^ra-je  rofe  again,  and  iniifted  that  lie  v/as  within  Lor.t  *::,/- 
order  ;  that  there  was  noqueiVion  of  order  before  the  Iloufe,  i"""'-"- 
and  however  high  an  opinion  he  miglit  entertain  of  the  right 
honourable  member's  parliamcninry  knowledge,  he  looked  up- 
on himfelf  perfefdyjurtificd  in  wharhe  faid. 

Mr.  T.  T.Q%vnJhcnd  rejoined,  that  the  queftion  fimply  arofe,  p^r.  T. 
whether  it  was  ufual  and  parliamentary  to  enter  luch  details ;  Tcivnjhcd. 
till  that,  therefore,  was  difpofed  of,  in  that  iingle  point  of 
view,  no  other  could  poiiibly  be  entertained.  If  it  \vns  de- 
termined for  the  detail,  tlu-ii  it  would  be  time  enough  to  ar- 
gue it  upon  the  point  of  expediency,  it  might,  or  it  might 
not,  be  proper  to  depart  from  former  iifage. 

i\Tr.  BiiUer  faid,  he  did    not  reeolleft  it  had  been  always  Mr,  E:.;:ir. 
ufual,  but  he  had  no  objeftion  to  jiroceed. 

ColonelijVre'obfervedjhewasinthe  judgment  of  theHouii?,  CjI.  Ej^tS. 
whether  he  had  fought  any  improper  information.  It  was 
every  day's  praftice.  The  nobleLord  in  a  higli  military  office 
[Lord  Barrington]  would  on  that  day  fe'ennight,  as  ufual,  not 
only  give  the  grofs  of  the  army,  but  tlicir  diflribution.  So 
many  in  Great  Britain,  fo  many  in  America,  fo  many  in  the 
Well-Indies,  Minorca,  Gibraltar,  and  the  coafl:  of  Africa. 
Nay  more,  if  called  upon,  he  would  inform  the  Houi'e  of 
the  non-effeftive,  the  numbers  ifi  the  hofpitals,  &c.  I'his 
recording  to  the  learned  gentleman's  language,  would  not  be 
barely -diftribution,  but  would  even  dileloie  and  reveal  the 
whole  fecret  and  fpirlt  of  military  enL-erpri/,e.  He  added 
ihcre  was  ibmething  in  this  conduft,  which  had  a  very  dark 
alarming  appearance.     It  wds  narrow  and  full  of  deceit  and 
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chicane  ;  it  might  fland  the  tcfl  ;    but  it  looLcd  in  its  prcllnt   ;  'i 
afpcft,  asintenued  to  hide  great  wickednefs  or  great  wtakneis.'  r/j 
S^rlhcrh  Sir  H:r,.'}  Pri//;/:-,- contended,  that  tlie  d.-taU  fcuglit  hy  the   U 

"  '^"''      honourable  gentleman   was  unulual ;  and  denicij  that  it  had  fl 
been  given  within  his  memory.     As  to  the  diftribution  of  tlic 
force,  he  was  perfcftly  fatisficd  to  have  it  ftated.     liut  as  to 
the  aftual  {late  of  the  fhips,  &c.  it  was  never  deiircd,  nor 
could  it  be  complied  with  at  prefent,   bccaufc  no  returns  had 
been  received  lince  September  lall. 
tJon.TenrpU      Hon.  Temple  Liittrdl  began  by  obferving  that  his  MajL-fly, 
Ltt;nll.      j^  j.jjj^  fpeech  from  the  throne,  the  lirftday  of  the  feflion,  had  '<J, 
informed  Parliament,    "  that  he  had  thoug'it  it  advifeable  to  M 
make  a  confiderable  augmentation  to  the  naval  force  ;"  and  |1 
the  Commons,    in    their  addrefs  tlicreupon,   "  acknov.'ledge,  i^ 
with  eOjUal  gratitude,  his  iMajelty's  attention  to  the  Kcurity|| 
of  his  kingdoms,  and  the  proteftion  of  the  extcnfive  commerce  M 
of  his  fubjefts,  in  his  having  made  a  confiderable  augmcnta-  |'| 
tion  to  his  naval  force,   on  which  the  repulation  and  impor-  ^1 
tance  of  this  realm  mufl  ever  principally  depend."     Ide   did   ji 
not  find  tliis  augmentation  of  the  naval  foi-ce  particularly  no-   ' 
ticed  in  the   addrefs  of  the  other  floufe  of  Parliament  ;  lie  '  i 
hoped  and  expefted  fomc  one  man  belonging  to  the  group  of  \\ 
miniflers  facing  him,  who  had   a  hand  in   the  fpeech,  or  the  {"j 
noble  Lord  who  moved  the  addrefs  to  the  King,  or  any  in-  f ':; 
telligent  member  of  the  large  majority  who  voted  for  liic'i  ad-  |:r) 
drefs,  would  rife  up  and  ^,w\  to  the  Houfe  what  c(ji:fi'.lLr;;bk  ;:'; 
augmentalion  had  aftually  been  made  in  the  royal  Iket  ;  car-  |,  jI 
rying,  at  the  fame  time,  in  his  recolleiilion,  that  45,000  men,  r '] 
including  marines,  had  been  voted  above  a  twelvenionth  ago,  \  I 
and    paid    for  by  the   nation,  at  the  rate  of  4I.   per  month  |J 
each  man,  ever  fince  the  fn-ft  of  January    1777.     Pie  pre-  f.  I 
fumed,  that  to  convey  the  empty  hulls  of  ihips,  widiout  any  H 
efTcntial  article  of  military  equipment,  a  few  miles  down  i  i\ 
river,  or  into  a  dock,  or   along-iide  any  of  the   royal  yards,   .  \ 
could  with  as  little  propriety  be  deemed  a  conlidcrablc  aug-  ■  '! 
mentation  of  force,  as  the  rem.oval  of  ten  or  twelve  ihoiifanJ 
iland  of  arms  from  the  Tower  to  Wh/itchal!,  if  his  Majefty     1 
had  no  profpeft  of  being  able   to  raife  the  men  v.lij  were  to      \ 
ufe  them.     In   former  times,'  and  till  within  thefc  fixty 
feventy  years   lafl  paff,  it  was  the  unllorm  bufinefs  of  Pa 
liam.cnt  to   fpceify   the   rates  of  the  lliips  of  war  to  beer 
ployed,  and  tl.e  number  of  veifels  of  caih  diilinft  rate.  Now  ;'^ 
indeed,  that   p.ul  of  the   naval  arrangcn;ini   was  cntruftal  [■), 

.A  holly  ,  i 
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wlinlly  to  the  executive  power  of  the  fi;ile  :  yet,  to  com- 
iniflloii  men  of  wnr  for  a  coftly,  nfclefs  parnde,  when  ilicv 
could  not  poflibly  be  fcnt  to  lea,  was  highly  rcpieheniible  in 
theniiniiters  for  our  marine  department.  By  Mr.  LuUrclTs 
calculation,  the  feamcn  and  marines  employed  at  this  time 
in  the  naval  fervice^  fearcely  exceed  the  45,000  provided 
Iiy  Parliament  for  tlie  fervice  of  the  current  year  ;  and 
he  was  fure  it  would  be  demonftratcd,  by  tlie  returns 
lately  moved  for,  that  at  Midfummer-day  lafl;  ihcy  were 
fewer  by  many  thoufands  than  the  number  for  which  the  na- 
tion had  been  charged.  The  fleet  in  America  might  polIi'L)lv 
inyfter  about  14000  men,  and  he  would  allow  between  five  and 
6000  more  for  the  Eaft  and  Wefl:  Indies,  Meiliterrane.in  Na- 
tion diliroveries  in  the  South  fcas,  &:c.  Ai'e  there  conliJcralilc 
more  than  26,000  men  now  employed  at  home  for  the  dL;kiice 
of  ihii  country  ?  If  not,  explain  to  Parliament  what  is  ineant 
!)y  the  naval  augmentation  fo  much  applauded  by  the  Houfe 
oi'  Commons. 

He  then  (aid  he  had,  upon  a  thorough  and  candid  invcfii- 
gation  of  the  fubjeft,  fouml  that  our  prefent  niinifters  for  tlie 
iMiportant  department  of  the  navy,  who  commenced  tlieir 
much  lioaftcd  adminiflration  in  error,  prejudices  and  fliamef:jl 
proftitutions,  continued  it  to  this  very  hour  on  principles  of 
o'ulinacy,  extravagance  and  deceit.  He  would  not  trouble. 
the  Houfe  with  a  tedious  detail  of  trifling  complaints,  but 
endeavour  to  make  ibme  material  obfervations  upon  the  con- 
i1ruf\ing,  arming,  manning  and  flatloning  the  Ihijis  and  vcf- 
fcls  of  the  royal  navy  now  in  commiffion.  The  fu-fl:  article, 
wliich  took  in  tlie  materials  for  fliip-building,  he  fliould  fay 
very  little  to  at  prefent;  it  would  require  a  day  of  conlide- 
ration  entirely  to  itfclf ;  and  unlcfs  fomc  better  method  for 
feafoning  and  preferving  fliip-timber  was  fpecdily  found  out, 
r.ctwithftanding  the  illiberal  reflcftions  that  had  been  rcpeat- 
c.ily  cafl;  on  the  noble  Earl's  predecefror  in  office  for  not  ha- 
ving been  more  fuccefsful  in  his  attention  to  this  objeft,  he 
would  venture  to  predift  that  the  men  of  war  built  witliia 
tiiii'e  lail  feven  years  would  ftarce  be  longer-lived  tlnln  thofe 
built  by  Lord  Havvke,  although  the  very  advanced  expence 
v.liich  had  been  allowed  to  the  prefent  board  for  timber  went 
I'.ir  beyond  all  former  precedents. 

The  Staten  oak,  for  wliich  the  admiralty  fcems  to  have  a 

very  ftrong  partiality,  and  which,  by  very  intelligent  perfons 

has  been   often  proved  not  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  to  whicli 

Vol.  VIII.    '  G      ,  they 


H 

42  P  A  11  L  I  A  M  E  N  T  A  K  Y         A.  1777.    ,j 

tliey  have  applied  it,  is  yet  in  life  :  fliips  of  llie  larger  clafs  •  j  - 
have  been  repaired  with  tliat  0:1k,  and  it  has  failed.  I  am  .  ' 
credibly  Informed  that  the  Mars,  ofy^.^^uns,  found  this  tim-  ; 
her  fo  fpungy  and  unferviccablc  that,  while  riding  at  anciior  j 
in  tlie  Downs,  ihe  was  \inder  the  neccllity  of  quoining  (or 
wedging)  her  guns,  to  prevent  the  bolts  from  chaw  ing  out;  , 
and  where  the  Staten  wood  has  been  introduced  to  plank  the  ] 
decks  of  fhips  of  war,  the  rain  has,  in  bad  weather,  penc-  ' 
trated  through  its  pores  and  crevices,  and  fometimes  ouly  on  j 
wafliing  the  decks,  the  water  has  dript  in,  even  to  the  ham-  '  j 
mocks  in  which  the  feamen  fleep.  i 

With  rcfpeft  to  arming  your  fleet,  when  tlic  Houfe  flmU  | 
examine  into  the  government  contrafts  for  armed  vcfleh,  this  ^ ., 
fubjeft  may,  with  propriety,  be  more  dwelt  upon.  I  ihall  ,  j 
jufl  now  exprefs  my  fatisfaflion,  however,  tliat  the  eonlrafl  '  ' 
for  Scotch  cannon  is  at  an  end;  antl  tliofe  cannon  arc  at  ] 
Jcngth  ordeied  to  be  converted  into  lliot.  PerlKips,  in  the  ij 
country  where  they  are  made,  pco]ilc  know  a  fecret  for  hring  1 
them  without  burft'ing  :  with  us,  they  irave  only  fjr\ed  to  kill  \  j 
our  own  failors,  whofe  ill  fate  it  has  been  to  be  (quartered  at  >  * 
them.  The  manning  of  the  royal  navy  is  tlie  grand  point  ;  1 
now  immediately  under  your  conlitlerauon.  After  every  ex-  j,  J 
crtion  for  two  years,  by  bovuities  and  lure  of  American  cap-  |-!j 
turcs,  to  find  feamen  enough  for  the  cftablifhnicnts  voted  by 
Parliament,  an  imprcfs  was  held  neceirary.  Whcth.er  a  fai- 
lure of  its  fucccfs  has  or  has  not  been  owing  (as  was  lately  ,  , 
hinted  at  in  another  place)  to  a  moil  tender  and  lenient  appli-  j  j 
cation  of  fuch  cxtra-conftitutiunal  and  favagc  powers  I  will  \  I 
deliver  my  opinion  tlicrcnpon  before  1  ht  down.  '  ] 

When  a  very  illuftrious  lea-command.er  prcfiiied  at  the  ad-  ;  1 
miralty,  in  1770,  between  the  month  of  September  in  that  j 
year,  and  lieginning  of  February  following,  there  were  com-  ,  1 
pletely  equipped  and  manned  lor  war  35  ibips  of  the  line.  '1 
In  1755,  v/hcn  Lord  Anion  prciided  at  the  board,  our  im-  [^ 
prefs  was  rallier  more  expeditious  in  its  effefls,  or  America  .1 
had  been  long  ago  an  apjiendage  to  France,  without  the  in-  :  | 
duftry  of  the  noble  Earl  and  that  of  his  coadjutors  in  carry-  •!  | 
ing  on  tliis  ruinous  war,  to  render  it  lb  by  their  opprcliioii,  ;i 
their  provoking  national  afperlions,  and  abominable  doftrine,  ;  3 
unconditional  fubmifiion.  ^i 

Your  bounties  procure  few  good  feamen;  your  prcfs-war-  yi 
rants,  though  cnormoufly  expenhvc,  fewer  dill ;  while  great  M 
Humbers  are  daily  dcfcrting  from  your  Ihips  and  hol'pitals,       j 
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to  commit  robberies  and  murders  in  the  interior  counties  ; 
and  this  mufl  ever  be  the  cafe,  where  men  are  kiJiip.pjied  in- 
to a  way  of  life  they  are  perhaps  totally  unfit  for,  or  with 
wliich  they  become  difgufted.  Neither  humanity  in  the 
commanders  of  your  men  of  war,  nor  a  witholding  of  any 
arrcar  of  pay,  can  tie  them  down  to  a  continuance  aboard  be- 
yond the  firli  fair  opportunity  ofcfcaping.'  I  am  ail'urcJ 
that  fifty  have  lately  dcferted  from  th*?  Monarch  , while  in 
dock,  40  from  the  Hcftor,  and  25  from  the  Worceller  ;  fix 
of  thefe  are  confined  at  Wincheller  for  felonies,  and  there 
arc  two  committed  to  Exeter  gaol  on  a  charge  of  murder. 

We  have  been  confidently  allured  by  the  moft  exalted  na- 
val charafter  in  another  public  allembly  [Lord  Saadwich'j 
that  there  are  thirty-five  fliips  of  the  line,  with  their  full 
'.U7V  complements,  ready  to  put  to  fea.  Notwithflandinc;  the 
fianip  of  fuch  high  credit  and  dignity,  I  will  defy  tiic  geiitk- 
nicn  of  the  admiralty  who  hear  me,  to  prodiicc  a  llil  of  twen- 
ty fliips  of  the  line  out  of  the  thirty-five,  fir  to  put  to  fca, 
with  their  war  tftablifliment  aboartl  ;  I  mean  according  to 
the  lad  weekly  accounts  fent  in.  You  li.ivc  lorry-two  of 
the  line,  we  are  told,  in  commifiion  ;  that  feven  of  thefe 
iK-ing  lately  taken  in  hand,  have  but  very  few  feamen  ;  that 
the  aforefaid  thirty-five  have  18,173.  ^ow,  Sir,  your  fix 
I  men  of  war  out  of  the  thirty-five  carrying  ninety  guns,  two 
[  I  men  of  war  of  eighty,  and  twenty  of  fcventy-fourguns  each, 
t  I  tiifpofe  intirely  of  the  aforefaid  number,  allowing  but  their 
very  lowcft  war-complement. 

That  the  Ardent,  Bedford  and  other  fltips  are  well-manned, 
1  readily  admit :  but  what  is  the  fbrcngth,  or  rather  weakncfs, 
of  the  Refolution,  Terrible,  and  half  a  fcore  of  the  reft  ?  Let 
us  confider  the  ftate  of  the  Worcefter,  a  fliip  which  has  l.ieea 
many  years  in  commiffion,  and  I  luppofe  was  as  well  equipped 
for  fcrvice  as  the  others,  or  llie  would  fcarccly  have  been 
chofcn  to  go  abroad  laft  fummer  with  the  governor  of  Gi- 
l)r.;ltar.  Being  a  fixty-four  gun  Ibip,  flie  ought  to  have  had 
tivc  hundred  men,  yet  ilic  failed  with  but  three  hundred  and 
(Iglity-feven,  and  fhe  could  never  have  been  manoeuvred,  had 
llie  not  quartered  and  guarded  her  American  prifoners ;  only 
eii^lit  men  properly  qualified  to  do  duty  on  the  foreti.flle  could 
!;<•  found,  out  of  her  whole  crew,  for  each  watch  ;  and  when 
flic  returned  home  with  General  Eoyd,  one  hundred  and 
fcvcn  were  lent  to  the  hofpital.  I  am  well  aflured,  that  of 
[.  the  remainder  about  one  hundred  were  fitter  for  Greenwich 
C;  2  hofpit-l 
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torpital  than  for  duty,  Tl:is  W'orccftcr  man  of  War  em' 
ployed  the  S\vce]5ftakcs  tender,  at  a  cliarc,c  of  between  fix 
and  foven  hundred  pounds  pi,r  ann.  to  ii:iprcfs  hands,  and 
after  two  cruizes  in  the  char.nel  got  one  iran  only. 

Wc  are  however  comforted  with  an  all'urance  from  govern- 
ment, that  the  J/iiuih  Jleet  is  far  more  ;;c\verful  in  its  prcfeiit 
condition  than  llie  combined  naval  force  of  "the  Houfe  of 
Eourbon.  I  think  the  falvation  of  rliis  enviire  depends  upon 
our  foon  finding  the  means  to  rcmler  it  i'o  ;  but  1  a.m  coiilidcnt 
it  cannot  be  done  by  the  pici'ent  Commitlioners  of  the  7\dnii- 
ra'ity  with  th.eir  prefs-warranis,  and  never-ending  fervifiidc. 
Is  1:  to  be  fuppoicd  that  the  rninilti.rs  of  Paris,  or  tf,c  Anic- 
lican  plenipotentiaries  at  ihe  f'rcnch  court,  arc  ignorant  of 
the  real  ftate  of  your  navy  ?  Or  that  thefe  official  imnofuions 
fabricated  near  Whitehal),  have  any  hctter  operation  tlr.n  the 
deluding  and  lulling  into  a  fatal  fccurity  llic  Infatuated  p;irt  of 
our  own  fcllo\v-ful)jc£ts  ?  jj-dieve  nic,  Sir,  it  can  never  be. 
The  Spaniards  at  the  port  of  C;nthagena  are  ai)lc  to  fend  cut, 
within  three  weeks,  twelve  or  liiirteen  iail  of  the  line  of  battle, 
at  Cadiz  fourteen  or  fifteen  fail,  and  at  Ic.ifl  ei  ;]it  or  nine  ;it 
Ferrol.  I'he  iMcncii  at  I'oulon  might  tiirniili  i'ourtcen  or 
iiftcen,  and  at  Erefl  and  Hoer.fo'i  !e\entL-en  oi'  eighteen  fiiips 
of  the  line.  Their  regiller'S  k^WI  inllantlv  afiord  to  tii.it 
amount  of  feafoned  and  able  inarinerj.  Now,  iliculd  tlie 
couitsof  Madrid  and  Vcifailles  chule  to  detach  coiubineJ 
fquadrons  to  the  Ealf  a:vl  \\  Lft-Iiulics  from  their  ?,'lcditer- 
rancan  de)iartment?,  and  keep  their  men  of  v.'ar  in  the  i^oris  of 
the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  ready  ])rtp;ircd  for  home  and  channel  fei- 
vjce,  andjufl:  in  the  neighbouihoud  of  tliefe  iilands,  dare  you 
with  that  formidable  land-army,  which  the  I'rench  have  on 
the  coafls  of  Normandy,  Piccardy,  and  Frcneli  Flanden., 
while  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  are  utterly  defencelefi  as  10 
l.-ind-troops---Darc  you,  1  fay,  attemi>t  to'  tend  oiit  a  naval 
armament  fulFicient  to  proteft  your  iilands  a:'.d  fcttlcments 
abroad— to  fecurc  your  trade---to  fa.vc  l.or.l  Hov.e's  fleet  of 
frigates  and  fmall  craft---to  covei'  (iihialtar  and  Mahon— 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  crui 
enemy  ?  You  know  it  is  im 
with  Amevica,  is,  I  admit,  m 
the  French  and  Spaniards  jc 
American  colonIei>  allied  to 
die  hcroifm  of  our  oilieers  ui 
in  tlie  eoailift. 
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Suppofc  you  have,  at  tli'is  moment,  Tor  the  piolc5i:!on  of  tlicfc 
realms  26,000  nica  aftiially  employed,  decKift  the  commifi'on 
and  warrant  officer?,  marines,  fervants,  carpenters  and  gunners 
crews,  widows-men,  iX'c.  how  many  will  remain?  Perhaps  ab'.nit 
4500  able  and  4500  ordinary  fcamen.  I'hat  part  of  your  crews 
jn-operly  called  landfmen  may  be  6coo  in  addition,  and  the 
major  part  under  the  laft  denomination  are  but  poor  wretches 
indeed!  A  word  to  the  lenity  of  the  imprefs  :  Was  it  not  ex- 
erted with  fuch  rigour  on  the  river  Thames,  and  its  neighbour- 
liood,  that  your  outward  bound  autumnal  fleets  have  been  in 
general  cruelly  dilbelled  for  want  of  hands  ?  In  fome  of  the 
diftant  and  inland  'parts  even  landlmcn  have  not  l.'cen  fp-rcd  ; 
eight  were  prtlTed  oat  of  an  harvefl:  field  i.i  ihe  weft  of  Eng- 
land, not  one  of  wh  ;cii  had  ever  v.fcd  the  fe?..  Will  a.iy  prero- 
gative lav/ycr  in  the  Ilo-jle  get  up  and  maintain  ihc  legality  of 
fuch  an  aft  as  tliis?  Is  there  a  fcalping,  tomaliawking  advo- 
cate of  tiic  prefent  bloody-minded  men  in  ollice  facing  me,  that 
will  declare  fucli  ej;ecutlons  of  tire  imprcfs-warrants  to  l;s 
luflified  on  anv  princij^le  of  our  law  and  conftitution,  or  even 
by  that  old  fupplcmcntal  pica  of  a  pretcniled  ftate-neceility  ? 
Wc  have  feen  third-rate  reen  of  war  crui/.ing  in  tl;c  cliops  of 
the  Channel  antl  Irifli  feas,  while  convoys  of  100  iail  and  up- 
wards have  been  proteded  only  by  fmall  iloops  and  armed 
merchantmen. 

After  what  I  h.avc  delivered  upon  thefc  matters  at  large  to 
the  Committee,  1  would  not  be  fuppofcd  to  give  my  r.cga- 
tive  to  an  augnient;'lion  of  the  naval  foice;  we  muft  have  a 
much  ftronger  llect,  or  the  nationwiU  trendilc  for  its  ieopardv, 
snd  I  verily  believe  itsexlftence.  But,  hlir,  there  will,  m  the 
courfeof  the  winter  and  fpring  months,  be  a  very  large  defi- 
ciency to  fupi'ily,  i~cca{ioned  bv  deaths,  de(Litions,'and  natmal 
infirmities.  Begin  by  completing  your  numliers,  if  practi- 
cable, (which  1  much  doubt  before  May  or  June  nc::t  at 
fooneft)  to  55,000;  let  the  nation  pay  for  no  more  till  thek- 
arc  bona  fide  in  your  employ;  it  will  be  tlicn  timeenougli,  if 
the  councils  of  liate,  from  the  complexion  cf  foreign  pchtici, 
fliallfind  it  requilite  to  add  fix  thoufand  more  and  ccnipletc 
the  eflablilliment  to  60,000.  But,  Sir,  I  lliould  think  it 
fcandaloufly  and  atrocioully  improvident  in  us  now  to  vote  !'uj'- 
plies  for  jiaying  60,000  men  at  4I.  per  moritli  each  man;  the 
faid  allowance  to  government  fully  to  commence  from  t!/-  iirit 
of  January,  1778,  which  is  only  five  weeks  lience.  1  c.in 
gucf:.  how  well  the  miniftry  will  difpofe  of  the  furpli.s  nruiev, 
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by  looking  into  the  ordinary  andcxtraoallnary  charrrfs  for  I  uc 
years_  befides,  you  muft  Ibon  recall  moft  of  the  fri.ratcs'ia 
Amenca  as  unfcrviceabie,  and  commiffion  Icorcs  of  other  fri 
gates,  the  building  of  which  is  not  very  far  advanced.  I  am  at 
preient  for  a  lupply  equal  to  50,000  men  only,  at  the  utinoft 
Ccl^nnel  Colonel  Barri  faid,  it  was  very  extraordinary  that  fo  iniicli 

rekiaance  lliould  be  Ihcwn  about  what  already 'was  contained 
in  the  papers  now  on  the  table.  And  does  'the  honourable 
gentleman  in  oflice  tell  us  that  there  have  been  no  returns 
fince September  laft?  Surely  before  we  proceed  a  ftcp  farther 
we  fhould  be  informed  of  the  real  caufe  of  this  inexcufable- 
neglcft.  I  always  underllood  that  the  returns  were  received 
weekly. 
^•Jl'^^     ,  Sir  //,,./;  P^//;/-.^  replied,  tliat  the  returns  he  meant,  ^vcre 

-'  ■  thofe  from  America,  and  the  Several  diiiant  ports. 
Mr.  EulUr.  Mr.  Bulkr  then  proceeded,  obfcrving,  that  hc'undei flood 
that  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe  feenicd 
contented  with  the  diflribution  oidy,  and  the  grofs  numbers 
of  men.  He  laid,  there  were  one  fourth  rate,  t^!vo  fifth  rates 
four  fixth  rates,  fix  Hoops,  and  two  fchooners,  at  [ainaica' 
and  one  fourth  rate,  and  four  floops,  on  their  way  thither' 
in  all  twenty-three  vcffels,  manned  by  3100  feamcn  akl 
marines.  'iAgaln  intemiptcd.]  That  at  the  Lccward-lll  uuls' 
there  were  eight  vellels,  and  1200  men  ;  that  on  difeoveru-s' 
there  were  two  vellels,  and  480  men  ;  that  in  America  under 
Lord  Howe,  there  \sere  03  Ihips,  fix  of  the  line  ol"  l..,nle 
and  S7  frigates,  \c.  and  17, (.85  men:  at  Newfoundland  ten 
vellels  and  1345  Itamcn,  und  that  there  were  at  home  4- 
ihips  of  the  line,  35  of  which  were  comnleulv  mannej,'and 
32,397  feamen;  and  that  our  whole  naval  forlc  co.iilllcvl  of 
54  Hups  of  the  line,  all  manned  but  i'exen,  and  205  hi^'-ates 
&c.   and  53,872  men,  marines  included.  ^       ' 

Mr.  %/,>■.      Mr.  Bayky  laid,  that  leaving  conilderable  conncftion^  with 
the  illand  of  Jamaica,  he  was  lurpri/.cd  to  hear  the  honour.T- 
ble  gentleman  from  the  admiralty  allert,   that   there  were   i8 
men  of  war  on  that  llation,   and  five  othcis  on   their  pallii-'e      |  I 
thither,  containing  31  00  feamen  ;  when  by  tli^;  latell  advices      I  ■'• 
from  thence,  he  was  informed  that  tlie  inhabitants  had  apnlied      [  | 
to  the  admiral  for  a  convoy,  who  replied  he  could   not  'thc.T      ^i 
grant  one,  on  account  of  the  weak  fituation  of  his  Ibuadron  ;      f ' 
nor  could  lie  fix  any  time  for  doing  it,  until  he  w  as  reinforced      i 
with  more  lliips  from  England,  fo  that  it  was  iiupofiiblc  there      ti^ 
could  be  any  thing  like  eighteen  men  of  war  on  that  llation  ;      ^'. 
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.•viul  ns  to  tlie  fK'e  which  were  fold  to  be  on  their  p.iffr.gc  to 
J-.'.mait'a,  not  one  of  them  had  yet  left  Portfmouth.  Fit; 
iVul,  the  faft,  to  his  own  knowled^Q;e,  was,  iliat  there  were 
only  five  or  fiK  vclicls  of  war  on  the  Jamaica  ftation,  and 
uhlcli  were  all  lloops  of  very  fmall  force,  except  tlie  Ante- 
lope and  one  frigate;  fo  that  to  judge  of  the  ftate  of  the 
navy  from  the  honourable  gentleman's  exaggerated  account 
of  the  Jamaica  flation,  muft  give  the  Houfe  a  melancholy 
idea  of  it.  Mr.  Bayley  called  on  tlie  gentleman  to  men- 
tion the  names  of  thofe  tv/enty-three  men  of  war  [u'/z/l/j  be 
detlined']  and  faid,  tliat  he  would,  on  any  day,  prove  there 
were  not  half  the  number  ;  and  fo  fure  lie  was  of  it,  from 
the  many  accounts  he  had  received,  that  he  was  ready,  and 
tlicn  offered,  to   lay   Mr.   Buller  twenty-three   guineas. 
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-three  hundred  guineas,   that  he  could  not  prove  half 


llie  number  of  veifcU  of  war  to  be  on  that  ftation  ;  or  that 
tliofo  that  were  there  contained  half  the  3100  men  ;  and  his 
rcafun,  he  faid,  for  propofing  fucli  a  wager  was,  that  he  . 
thought  the  iofs  woidd  be  a  jufl  punifliment  upon  him  who 
was  guilty  of  the  wrong  ailertion.  [Mr.  lluUer  in  reply, 
faid,  he  Would  not  accept  his  wager,]  Mr.  Lay  ley  then 
faid,  that  the  few  incn  of  war  that  were  at  Jamaica,  afforded  . 
the  ifland  very  linle  proteftion,  they  being  chlcily  employed 
in  cruizing  ofl"  Hifpaniola  for  prizes,  and  left  the  ifland  to 
tilt  ravage  of  American  privateers,  who  were  confiantly  in- 
fuUing  the  coafl,  p;irticularly  the  north  fide,  and  had  cut 
vc-lfcls  out  of  many  of  its  ports,  which  had  induced  the  In- 
haliitants  to  fit  out  armed  veflels  in  their  own  defence. 

Mr.  Buller  entered  more  fully  into  detail,  relative  to  the  Mr 
liome  defence.  As  to  the  deficiencies,  fo  much  relied  upon 
by  the  lafl:  honourable  gentleman,  he  prcfumed  there  were 
none  ;  but  if  there  were,  the  prelent  mode  of  informing  the 
Houfe  differed  in  nothing  from  wliat  was  ufual.  I'here 
were  regular  returns  of  the  men,  muftered  and  bore,  which 
always  Ihewed  the  real  diiTcrencc  between  thofe  in  pay  and 
fuch  as  were  wanting,  which  returns  were  figned  by  the  cap- 
tain. Tliefe  returns  Ifill  came  further  authenticated,  by  lao 
iiKiflcr  of  the  chccque  at  each  yard,  whofe  bufinel's  it  was 
to  fee  that  jufllce  was  done  to  the  fcrvice.  He  entered  inio 
a  confuleration  of  feveral  other  particulars,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
LuttrcU,  to  Ihew,  that  inflead  of  a  deficiency,  there  were 
now  on  the  books  gooo  men  more  than  the  vote  of  the  lafl 
Uiilon  provided  for;  and    io,COO   at  the  beginning  of  the 

year 
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yeTir,  liie  numbers  borne  on  die  firft  of  jnnunry  1777  bein;; 
_^?,C00,  inftcad  of  28,000;  and  in  Sei)tcinbc'r  hxil  54,000 
inftcad  of  45,000  :  and  that  ib  far  from  the  nine  months 
prefi,  being  incfleftvKi!,  and  not  producing  more  than  three 
Oi-'four  ihoufand,  as  liad  been  afferted  by  the  honourable 
gentleman,  it  aflually,  as  had  been  now  flated,  prodiicxJ 
upwards  of  15,000  men. 
Sir  r%i  Sir  Hi(gh  PaHifcr  went  over  a  great  deal  of  the  fame 
Fel/rh:  ground  ;  and  affirmed,  as  an  oflicer  and  an  official  man, 
'  that  we  had  thirty-live  fliips  of  the  line  ;  were  an  overmatch 
both  for  the  prefent,  and  in  point  of  preparation,  for  the 
imitcd  power  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  He  attacked  Mr.' 
Luttrell  on  his  account  of  the  Spanifli  navy,  charging  him 
with  ignorance  of  the  fubjcft,  and  laid,  if  the  hon(MirabIe 
gentleman's  r.fiertions  were  founded  in  trutli,  that  wc  had 
no  more  than  twenty  men  of  war  of  the  line  aftually  ready 
to  face  an  enemy,  he  need  not  have  employed  fo  much  time 
to  prove,  that  France  and  Spain  meant  to  attack,  us  ;  for 
the  fad'  would  be,  that  they  would  have  already  done  it. 
Lord  ALl-  Lord  Mulgrave  anfwered  Mr.  L.uttrell,  he  laid,  as  a  proof 
gr<i-^c.  jjf  j].^g  injudicious  conduft  of  the  French  and  Spaniards,  and 
liov/  nnich  ourjmode  of  prcffing  was  fiiperior  to  their  re'.;iftcrs, 
life  faid,  that  no  merchantmen  from  any  port  of  France  or 
Spain  could  be  fitted  out  or  procure  hands,  but  by  the  pcr- 
miffion  of  government.  The  captains  or  mailers  were 
obliged  to  apply  to  the  Bureau,  an  office  or  board  Ibmcwint 
r.nfwering  to  tlie  defcription  of  our  Cuflom-houfe  ;  there, 
he  faid,  they  received  not  fucli  hands  as  they  chofc,  or  knew 
were  able  fcamen,  but  Inch  as  the  Bureau  plcafcd  ;  the  fca- 
inen  being  all  retained  by  the  King,  who  generally  took  care 
to  keep  the  moft  Ikilful  and  expert.  He  informed  the  Floufe 
of  a  particular  fa£l,  which  came  within  his  own  knowledge, 
when  out  on  his  laft  cruize.  He  met  with  a  French  trading 
vefTel  in  imminent  diftrefs  ;  he  gave  her  all  the  afliftance  in 
his  power,  without  which  file  mnft  have  periflicd.  After 
file  liad  been  fet  to  rights,  the  mafier  came  aboard  him,  and 
he  alketl  him  how  it  happened,  when  he  had  thirty-two  men 
aboard,  that  he  came  through  mere  want  of  il^iU  and  ability 
to  be  driven  to  fuch  ftraights  ?  "  Becaufc  (replied  the 
Frenchman)  ]  have  had  my  hands  from  the  Bureau,  who 
gave  mc  fucli  as  they  pleaiii'd,  the  very  rcfufe  ;  and  kept  all 
the  good  fcamen  for  the  ufo  of  the  royal  navy."     Indeed  the 
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trutli  is,  that  every  man  there,  if  the  cxpreflion  may  te  al- 
lowed, is  prelTed  in  his  mother's  womb  ;  maritime  diftrifts 
within  a  certain  diflance  of  the  coaft,  are  fiibjeft  to  the  re- 
gulations of  the  regiflcr  ;  and  tlic  inhabitants  are  of  courle 
enrolled,  and  liah.le  to  bs  called  upon,  when  ik  for  fcrvice, 
to  go  aboard  tlie  king's  fliips. 

His  Lordfhip  bcfides  contended,  thr,;;  the  thir:  v-five  of 
the  line  were  much  fupcrior  to  r'lo  vhi^-  n-'val  force  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  were  r.ble  to  fend  forth,  at  any  fliort 
notice  ;  that  though  they  had  many  able  fea-ufiicers,  who  in 
tlie  beginning  exerted  themfelves,  at  length  it  always  vvas, 
and  always  would  be  the  cafe,  tha:.  they  rnuft  fmk  and  give 
way  to  our  fup.-rior  ilcill  and  naval  pov>'sr.  They  had  fre- 
c]uently  the  advantage  in  the  beginning,  but,  in  the  future 
progrefs  of  their  naval  operation;,  proved  always  unequal. 

He  com]"ilained  of  the  infidelity  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  fpoke  fo  fully  on  the  fubjeft  ;  and  faid,  it  put 
him  in  mind  of  the  Sceptic  philofophcr,  who  denied  the 
cxiftcncc  of  motion,  at  the  moment  he  got  up  and  walk- 
ed acrofs  the  room.  He  cenfured  Mr.  Luttrell's  not  men- 
tioning the  oflicer  of  the  prefs-gnng  who  took  the  landf- 
men.  With  regard  to  the  rottennefs  of  the  fliips,  lie 
faid,  the  faft  had  now  no  cxiftence  ;  indeed,  wlicn  it  v\-as 
found  neceflary  to  arm  about  fix  or  feven  years  ago,  fcvcral 
Oiips,  vvhich  had  been  built  at  the  dole  of  the  laft  v/ar  on  a 
violent  emergency,  were  fouji'l  ilecaying  ;  but  this  had  lon^ 
ago  been  reftilied;  and  he  averred,  that  the  h.onourable  mem- 
ber might  go  through  Europe,  and  not  fee  thirty-live  Ihips 
of  the  line  in  all  their  ports  by  any  means  eoual  to  thofe 
now  mentioned.  As  to  ihe  French,  he  had  no  doubt  indi- 
vidually they  would  do  '.very  thing  men  nught  to  do  ;  but 
France,  as  a  maritime  cejutr),  was  in  every  rcfpeiH;  defpica- 
Mc  with  refpeft  to  this  ;  that,  to  be  lure,  its  early  elforts 
were  fcafonablc  and  Ipirited,  but  afterwards  it  gradually  fell 
oH",  till  its  maritime  force  dwindled  into  notiiing  ;  whereas 
tl:is  country  grew  progrefiirely  flronger,  and  he  trufted, 
would  ever  bid  defiance  to  any  naval  power  that  lliould  op- 
pofe  it. 

His  Lordfliip  oppofed  different  parts  of  Mr.  Luttrell's 
fpcech  one  againft  another.  He  laid,  that  the  hcnourabls 
member  firft  decried  the  feverity  of  naval  commanders,  as 
the  caufe  of  frequent  defertion  ;  and  in  the  fame  breath 
complained  of  a  great  defertion,  caufed   by   the  indulgence 
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of  a  commander,  in  giving  his  men  liberty  to  cjo  on  fliorc ; 
thou_c;h  no  name  had  been  niemioncd,  liis  Lordlhip  laid,  the 
perlbn  alluded  to  (for  he  hated  charges  without  names)  was 
Captain  Rowley,  of  the  Monarch,  a  humane,  good  officer, 
who  did  not  choofe  to  make  his  crew  ilaves  ;  and  that  the 
defertion  complained  of  produced  a  good  cffeft  :  the  health 
of  the  reft  was  preferved  by  it,  as  the  lervicc  was  freed  from 
a  number  of  men  not  to  be  depended  on.  As  to  impreffing 
the  harvefl-men,  they  were  perhaps  feamen  ;  if  they  were 
not,  there  was  a  remedy  for  them  at  law.  He  hated  to 
make  a  charge,  and  conceal  the  name  of  the  ofFender.  It 
was  transferring  the  imputation  from  particulars  to  generah, 
by  a  new  mode  of  logic — a  fea  ofiicer  had  committed  an  of- 
fence— a  fea  officer  is  any  fea  officer — any  fea  officer  is  every 
fea  officer,  ergo,  the  whole  navy  is  guilty  of  the  clrarge  im- 
puted to  an  individual  amongfl  them.  This  fingle  argument 
will  ferve  as  an  inflanc'e  of  his  mode  of  reafoning. 
Hon.  r.  The  Hon.  T.  Lmtrell  anfwered   the  lafl  noble  Lord  with 

Luurell.  great  afperity ;  fpoke  much  of  inlblencc  and  indecency  ;  aiij 
laid,  he  could  always  find  his  way  to  and  from  the  Houfe 
direft  ;  and  if  any  thing  imjjroper,  or  which  required  ex- 
planation, had  fallen  from  him,  or  fliould  hereafter  efcapc 
him,  he  was  always  to  be  found,  and  ready  to  be  refponfi- 
bleforit.  He  faid,  he  was  liable  to  error  as  well  as  other 
men  ;  but  never  aflerted  any  thing  which  he  did  not  brlieve 
to  be  true.  He  obferved,  that  the  noble  Lord  was  as  f;it 
and  merry  as  he  was  zealous.  He  could  c.ililv  account  for  his 
zeal,  from  his  connexions  with  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty ;  but  after  every  thing  the  noble  Lord  aflerted  to  th: 
contrary,  he  defied  any  official  man  prefent  to  rile  and  fay, 
that  the  whole  of  our  feamen  appointed  to  the  manning  of 
the  line  of  battle  Ihips,  would  furnifli,  for  aftual  fervicc, 
twenty  men  of  war  of  the  line  with  the  proper  war  comple- 
ment. He  was  lure  they  would  not.  There  were,  by  the  ac- 
counts from  the  two  honourable  members  over  the  way  [Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  and  Mr.  Bullcr]  twenty-two  fcvMity-fours, 
and  feven  fccond  rates,  in  the  number,  including  the  Fou- 
droyant,  which,  though  only  carrying  eighty-four  guns, 
would  require  to  be  manned  as  a  fccond  rate  :  he  iniiftcd, 
therefore,  that  20,000  feamen  were  little  more  than  fullicient 
to  man  the  twenty  74  gun  ihips,  and  feven  upon  the  eftahlidin 
men:  of  Iccoud  rate  men  of  war.  He  cjaargcd  the  noble  Lord 
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u-itli  great  difingcnuity,  in  mifreprcfcntlngwhat  lie  faitl,  reln- 
tivc  to  the  delcrtion  ot  the  men  from  aboard  the  Monarcli, 
the  Heftor,  and  the  Woiccflcr.  As  to  the  Monarch,  the 
right  honourable  member  had  endeavoured  to  ftretch  a  re- 
lation of  a  mere  matter  of  faft,  to  an  imputed  ceulure  of  the 
commander,  Cajitain  Rowley,  He  never  meant  any  Auh 
tiling  ;  he  was  as  ready  to  give  that  worthy  officer  credit  for 
liis  humanity  as  the  noble  Lord  ;  but  lie  mentioned  it  only 
to  flicw  the  diflike  to  the  fervice  which  prevailed,  and  the 
great  want  of  men  in  confequcnce  of  that  dill  ike. 

ThcHon.  James  Li/ttrctl  rofe,  to  defend  his  brother  on  a  T'on.  7^ 
point  of  feamanfhip,  which  Lord  Mulgrave  had  brought  1^0  ^-'^'■'"''■ 
argument  againft,  but  with  a  laugh  treated  as  r'ldiculoully 
erroneous,  and  fitter  for  a  landfman  than  a  feaman  to  have 
cxprefled.  He  ftated  the  faft  as  related  by  his  brother,  and 
then  defied  the  noble  Lord,  as  a  feaman  and  an  otlicer,  to 
fay  it  was  erroneous  ;  that  on  the  contrary,  it  was  a  proof 
that  his  honourable  relation  was  circumftantially  inforniet!  of 
the  fafts  he  had  allerted,  and  was  willing  to  fatisfy  oflicers  in  the 
Houfe  as  well  as  other  reprefentatives,  that  he  fpoke  from  indif- 
putable  information,  obferving,  that  cannon  which  were  oiilv 
fccure  when  quoined  down,  were  unfit  for  aftion,  as  in  all 
engagements  they  muft  depend  on  the  fecurity  of  the  ring- 
l>olts  and  foundntfs  of  the  timl>er  which  held  them,  and  if 
llity  proved  defeftivc  it  was  no  laughable  matter  :  but  he 
attributed  the  plcafantry  which  the  Houfe  had  joined  the  no- 
ble Lord  in,  to  ignorance  of  the  fuhterfiige  his  Lordlliip  liacl 
availed  himfelf  of,  when  evading  grounds  of  argument,  he 
depended  on  the  credit  of  the  uniform  he  wore,  as  of  fuiTiei- 
cnt  weight  to  contradift  ever  fuch  home  truths  when  brought 
by  a  landfman  in  charge  againft  the  nianagerhent  of  the 
navy. 

He  explained  the  bubble -bet  between  [Mr.  Ruller]  a  Lord 
of  the  admiralty  and  another  member,  whether  or  not  there 
were  twenty-three  fliips  of  war  for  the  prcteftion  of  the 
ifland  of  Jamaica  and  the  trading  vellels,  obferving  that 
there  is  great  want  of  candour  in  the  admiralty  when 
they  reprefent  men  of  war  of  fixty  guns  and  paltry  fchooners 
of  a  few  fwivels  under  the  fame  idea  of  magnitude,  for  the 
proteftion  of  that  iHand  and  its  trade  againft  the  enemy  : 
that  no  vedels  with  fewer  than  three  mafts  were  projierly 
l(;f.incd  fliips,  therefore  no  proof  could  pollibly  be  gi\tn  of 
H  7,  ivuDty- 
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twenty-three  fliips  of  war  appoh-r  d  for  the  Jamaica  llatlon 
by  any  admiralty  papers  wha;;';  ,.r. 
Lord  Mul-  Lord  ALthra-^'e  faid,  he  was  proud  to  be  confidercd  by  the 
^•?v!.  honourable  gentleman  in  the  light  of  a  fiiend  ;  diflaimcd 
any  intention  of  mifreprefenting  the  lionouraLle  rxntleman's 
relation's  words,  or  of  taking  any  adv;'.t'.L.ii;c  of  his  igno- 
rance of  naval  afiairs  ;  and,  befidcs,  gave  the  fuUeft  and 
mofl:  willing  veflimony  to  the  nrofeflicnal  ni-,-it  and  abilities 
of  the  gentleman  who  lafl  fp/oke.  He  did  not  think  it  quite 
candid,  to  impute  any  motives  to  any  man  whicli  he  did  not 
acknowledge  ;  becaufe  the  ripht  to  recriminarc,  1-jing  lui- 
tloubted,  fuch  charges  could  determine  noi'aing  oa  one  fide 
or  the  other.  He  denied  that  he  took  any  unfair  advantaoc 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  relation  [T.  Luttrell]  on 
account  of  his  ignorance  in  technical  expreii'on  ;  and  as 
for  the  explanation  now  given,  in  order  to  clear  up  th.e  mat- 
ter concerning  the  fuppofed  rottennefs  of  the  Mar?,  ;!nd  her 
inability  to  carry  her  guns  ;  liowever  cap:''!.-  ilie  lionourahlc 
gentleman  might  be,  as  a  profcihonal  man,  iliere  was  nothinf^ 
offered  by  him  on  the  fubjefi,  that  was  not  kno>,vn  to  every 
perfon  in  the  leaft  converfant  in  naval  affairs. 
Mr.  y?(/am.  Mr.  JJam  rofe  to  juftify  the  Scotch  cannon  f/om  ths 
calumny  tliat  had  been  thrown  upon  it ;  faid  he  was  a  pro- 
prietor of  the  foundery,  that  tho'  an  accident  had  liappenc(', 
and  their  pieces  were  refiifed  here,  they  now  fcrved  rnoft 
ftates  abroad  with  them,  and  gave  fuch  fitishiftlon  as  hi; 
hoped  would  enable  them  to  regain  their  crctlit  with  tlie  Eri- 
tilli  ordnance. 
Mr.   r.  Mr.  T.  Townjlicncl  objefted  to  the   motion,   in  the   fimpio 

•Uiwjhind.  principle  tiiat  it  was  in  fupport  of  a  war  that  he  dictcrLed  and 
abhorred.  He  then  launched  into  a  review  of'the  conduft 
of  ndminiftration  rcfpcfling  the  ccnfure  they  threw  during 
the  lafl  fummer,  on  -lie  ofjlccrj  commanding  in  America; 
vindicated  the  cci.iuff  of  Sir  Guy  Carlctun  ;  faid  he  had 
been  dilhonourably  fnperfeded  ;  that  he  k'-.-w  the  v.orth  of 
that  great  aud  gallant  officer  ;  that  General  Wolfe,  previous 
to  his  embarking  for  Quebec,  expreffed  kiis  ha))plncfi  to  him 
[Mr.  Townfliend]  in  having  ib  able  a  man  as  Mr.  Carleton 
his  quarter- mafter  general;  adding,  "  If  he  Ihould  fall,  I 
v.'ifii  not  to  furvive  him." 

He  blamed  the  objeft  of  the  war,  as  well  as  the  mode  of 
profccuting  it,  and  declared,  he  would  not  vote  a  man  to- 
wards   the  carrying  on  fo  unjuft   and  inipoiitic  a  war  by  lb 
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weak  anadminiftration.  He  faitl  much  in  pralle  of  the  offi- 
cers commanding  our  forces  in  America,  and  ccnfurcd  mi- 
niftry  for  treating  their  conduft  iliglitingly  for  fomc  months 
paft,  by  caufing  them  to  be  ceni'ured  by  their  writers  in  the 
public  prints,  or,  at  leaft,  conniving  at  fuch  unmerited 
il:indcr.  He  infifted,  that  in  cafe  France  fliould  break  with 
lis,  we  fliould  have  not  only  every  branch  of  the  houfe  of 
JJourbon  to  contend  with,  but  likewife  Portugal,  and  be  at 
the  fame  time  llripped  of  every  finglc  ally.  I  alk  the  nobla 
Lord,  if  in  cafe  of  a  rupture  with  France,  we  fliall  have  a 
fuiglc'port  from  Embden  in  the  king  of  Pruffia's  dominions, 
to  Gibraltar,  open  to  us  ?  Is  Holland  friendly  ?  Is  not  Por- 
ti;gal  in  alliance  with  France  and  Spain  ?  In  fine,  in  fuch 
an  event,  which  I  venture  to  aflirm  is  more  than  probable, 
have  we  a  fmgle  friend,  but  the  powerful  flates  of  Anfpach, 
Waldack,  and  tlioie  feveral  formidable  allies  who  have  fur- 
nillied  us  with  troops  ;  who  have  fold  us  blood  in  return  for 
cur  nioncy, 

Mr.  A';(r/v  arofe,  and  taking  a  retrofpe£fIve  view  of  the  Mr.  Jiifa 
prcatcft  wars  which  Great-Britain  had  to  fuftain  during  antl 
fince  the  reign  of  Lewis  the  XIV.  flicwed  the  Houic, 
that  they  v;ere  then  about  to  vote  fuch  a  naval  fupply  when 
i:)  a  {late  of  peace  with  every  independent  nation  in  the 
world,  as  was  fcarce  to  be  equalled  at  times  when  they  were 
at  war  wkh  almofl  every  power  in  Europe.  When  France, 
faid  he,  equipped  the  famous  armament  fromLaHogue,  wc 
then  had  not  a  greater  number  of  feamen  in  pay,  marines, 
(irecnwich-men,  &c.  included,  than  33,000,  which  coft  us 
1,900,0001.  In  the  year  1704,  the  fourth  year  of  Qiieen 
Anne's  war,  the  fame  num.ber  of  men  were  voted,  which 
tcft  but  i,200,cool.  In  the  year  1747,  the  fourth  year  of 
The  war  with  the  united  powers  of  France  and  Spain,  we  had 
jjOjOOO,  at  an  expence  of  fomcihing  more  tlian  3,000,000!. 
and  in  the  glorirtus  year  1758,  the  naval  eflablilhment  did 
not  exceed  by  a  fingle  man,  60,000;  aiul  the  whole  expence 
attending  them,  including  a  large  debt  of  a  million,  naval 
ordnance,  ftores,  and  4I.  a  month  per  man,  amounted  on- 
ly to  5,200,oool.  whereas  the  peace  eftalililhment  of  tha 
navy  forthe  year  1778  will  amountto  upwards  of  5,000,000!, 
'Ihis,  faid  he,  is  an  expence  very  little  inferior  to  what  we 
fliould.  be  obliged  to  incur  were  wc  at  v.-ar  with  the  whole 
houfe  of  Bourbor  and  all  the  maritime  Hates  of  Europe. 
lie  obfcrvcdj  tl.:.:    i'rance,    merely   by  arming,    ciuifcd  as 
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great  a  clivcrfion  in  favour  of  America,  as  if  flic  had  abfo- 
lut.Iy  declared  war  :  for  Ihe  obliged  us  to  keep  foity-two 
fail  of  the  line  in  commiffion  at  home,  exclufivc  of  the  vaft 
armament  under  Lord  Howe. 

He  alkcd  what  alliances  we  had  formed  to  fiijiport  us  in 
cafe  of  a  rupture  with  the  Bourbons  :  lie  reprobated  the  con- 
traft  with  the  princelings  of  Germany  as  mean  ami  humiliat- 
ing, and  exprcffed  his  afloniihmcnt  tliat  the  miniflers  had 
condefcended  to  the  indignity  of  courting  the  alliance  of  a 
few  traders  in  human  lleni.  There  is,  iaid  he,  an  alliance 
which  they  ought  to  make,  let  the  price  of  it  be  what  it  will; 
and  that  is,  an  alliance  with  America;  the  firfl  fruit  of  this 
dliance  will  be  a  favlngof  an  hundred  fail  of  men  of  war,  and 
55000  foldicrs,  w'liich  you  may  immediately  call  home  to  your 
alfiftance,  if  you  have  a  war  to  fuftain  againfl;  any  European 
power.  He  exprcffed  his  dread,  that  Portugal  was  lofl  to  us 
as  an  ally;  that  we  had  little  to  cxpeft  from  Holland;  and 
that  there  was  not  now  a  port  from  Dunkirk  to  Gibraltar, 
which  would  admit  a  Britiih  fliip,  if  purfued  by  an  enemy. 
He  mentioned  the  affront  put  upon  General  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
and  the  illiberal  abufc  thrown  out  agaiull  the  Howes  by  the 
runners  of  adminiflration.  If  minifters  did  not  fpeak  out  di- 
reftly  in  terms  of  abufe  of  thole  able  and  injured  officers,  it 
was  well  known  they  heartily  aj-iprovcd  of  it.  It  furniflicd, 
during  the  whole  fummer,  the  {landing  topic  of  converfation 
nt  their  tables.  Thofe  who  hail  the  honour  to  be  admitted 
there  repeated  the  language  they  heardas  a  part  of  their  duty; 
and  it  was  evident  by  the  general  tenor  of  the  news-papers  for 
fome  time  pall,  which  teemed  with  the  moft  fcandalous  abufe 
of  thofe  brave  men,  who  were  now  exerting  every  nerve  in  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  duty,  that  perfons  were  hired 
anil  tncouragetl  to  propagate  the  moft  fcandalous  falflioods, 
both  in  writing  and  difcourfc,  of  both  Lord  Howe  and  his 
brother,  in  order  to  fliift  the  blame  off  their  patrons'  and  em- 
plovers'  fliouldcrs. 

Lord  Norli'j,  in  reply,  acquainted  the  Houfc,  thathekncwof 
no  rtafon,  nor  luul  the  leaft  to  lufpcft,  that  we  (liould  lofethc 
alliance  of  Portugal  or  Holland.  As  to  the  firft,  we  had  now 
a  man  of  vvarinthe  harbour  of  Liibon;  and  though  the  court 
of  I,ifl>on  had  fettled  their  differences  with  that  of  Madrid,  on 
the  ful-jefl  of  the  rights  of  each  crow  n  in  the  Brazils,  hc  knew 
of  no  further  agretiuent  or  conipaci   between  thciii.     As  to 
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Holland,  the  Dulch  had  but  oneols^efl-,  which  \va?  commerce; 
this  they  would  carry  on  as  a  neutral  power,  and  lupply  the 
parties  at  war  with  ammunitiop. 

They  liave  done  fo  at  all  times  ;  remonflrances  liad  liecn 
madcagainft  their  lupply  ing  the  Americans,  and  feme  of  their 
ihips  had  been  leizcd ;  but  flill  he  liad  no  apprehenllon  that 
the  court  at  the  Hague  would  relax  in  their  old  friendlliip  and 
alliance  with  Great  Britain.  His  Lordlliip  then  explained 
himfclf  upon  fubfidles ;  he  denied  that  he  had  ever  declared 
againft  all  fubfidics ;  lie  had  ever  looked  upon  the  iubfidies 
granted  to  foreign  princes  in  time  of  peace,  as  a  retaining  fee 
to  keep  their  alliance  in  time  of  war  as  highly  difadvanta- 
geous,  becaufe  thofe  princes,  after  receiving  the  money,  re- 
gulated theii,-  conduft  by  the  political  lituation  of  affiiirs; 
but  the  prefent  fubfidies  were  highly  advantageous,  as  they 
fiipplied  us  with  troops  upon  an  emergency  on  cheaper  ttims 
than  \vc  could  raife  them  any  other  way. 

His  Lordiliip  then  exculpated  himfclf  from  having  ill  ufed 
General  Curleton  :  he  beftowed  the  highefl  encomiums  on 
his  abilities,  and  faid  there  were  particular  reafons  why  Ue  re- 
commended it  to  the  King  not  to  take  the  fuprcme  command 
from  Sir  William  Howe,  though  General  Carleton  was  the 
fcnior  officer ;  he  was  fine  the  Cjeneral  would  not  complain 
of  it  when  he  came  home,  and  he  fliould  ailign  his  reafons  to 
bim,  though  ho  could  not  to  the  Houfe. 

A  remark  having  been  made  of  refle£lions  thrown  out  in 
the  news-papers  againll  public  charaflers.  Lord  North  laid  he 
knew  nothing  of  t'.iem,  only  that  they  were  no  friends  of  his  ; 
for  in  the  whole  circle  of  the  papers  he  was  daily  abufed,  but 
lie  defpifed  it.  His  Lordfliip  exprefTed  his  contempt  of  news- 
paper abufe,  in  the  mofl  energetic  terms.  He  faid,  he  wiflicd 
a  (top  could  be  put  to  fuch  infamous  publications.  No  man 
held  them  in  greater  abhorrence,  particularly  thole  alluded  to, 
not  that  he  could  ever  believe,  that  .adminifcration,  or  any 
part,  or  individual  of  it,  had  a  hand  in  them.  A  let  of  per- 
fons  were  employed  by  the  printers,  who  would  write  or  fay 
any  thing  for  hire  ;  and  urilefs  it  could  !)e  proved,  that  they 
were  hired  by  adminiflration,  he  thought  it  extremely  un- 
parliamentary and  unfair,  to  lay  their  calunmics  at  the  door 
ot'  thofe,  who,  he  verily  believed,  were  totally  innocent  of  the 
charge.  He  olifcrved,  it  had  been  faid,  that  thofe  calumnies 
\\\TC  propagated   by  perfons,  who  dined    and  convcrfed  with, 
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niiniflers.     He  could  anAyer,  Co  fnr  as  the  charge  could  be  l^ 
fiippolcd  to  afFcifl  him,  it  v^as  falfe  ;  and  if  he  knew  of  any 
pcrfon,  who  frequented  his  table,  and  repeated  what  he  heard,      1 
mnch  more,  what  he  did  not  hear  there,  he  would  take  care  *'  '] 
lie  fliould  never  again  he  furniflicd  wiih  a  like  pretence.  ;  ' 

Mr.  Fcx.         ^I''-  (-fj^ii'l^'i  ^'^-v  infifled,  that  the    refourccs  of   tlic  nation,  \  ) 
however  great,  could  never  anfwcr  the  vafl:  expences  we  miifl  ' 
always  undergo,   if  we  arc  obliged  to  follow  the  example  of' 
France,  and  fit  out  fleets  whenever  flic  thmks  pro[x;r  to  arm.  l  i 
1'herewas  a  time,  he  faid,  wiien  a  Brltifli  miniflry  would  in-     ' 
lift,  thatthe  enemies  of  their  country  fhould  firil  difarm,  be-  ^i 
fore  they  laid  tip  their  fliips  ;  that   time,    however,  was  no  vf* 
more  ;  and  the  faithful  page  of  hlflory,  he  obfcrved,   vroukl  "  '] 
hand  down  to  poftetity,  the  puiillanimity  of  a  minifter,  who  ;  i 
confentcd  tofet  Spain  the  example  of  difarming;  though  the 
honour  of  the  navv,  and  confcquently  of  the  nation,  had  been  j  ;. 
violated,  when  the  rudder  of  an  Englifli  man  of  war   was  for- 1  < 
cibly  taken  from  her  at  Port  Egmont.     He  faid,  the  minifter,  ;   , 
by  not  bringing  the  printers  of  the  abufe  againft  the  Howes ; 
to  jufticc,  gave  reafon  to  thinl;  that  he  approved  of  it.     That  : 
the  publifhcr  of   an   advertifcmcnt  relative  to  a  charity,  was  ^ 
purfued  with  the  utmoft  rigoer,    whilft  the  defar 
generals  and  commanders  were  fuffcrcd   to  go  unpur 
The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  divilion. 

s;r  Crry  Sir  Grey  Cooper  prefcntcd  the  bill  to  impower  hi?  nlajeftyto  'i' 

tv./cr.         fccure  and  detain   jicrfons   ch.r^rgcd  with  or   fufpcflcd  of  t'lo 
crime  of  high  treafon  in  Americ.i,  or  on  the  high  fcas,  or  the} 
crime  of  piracy,  which  was  rea.! :  iirft  time,  Hiid  ordered  to  be  ' 
read  a  fecond  time.  • 

Mr.  Baker.  Mr.  Bakef  faid,  he  intended  to  have  made  his  opposition  to  ( 
the  introduflion  of  this  bill,  but  he  was  ]Me\'ented  by  the  ^ ; 
hurry  in  which  it  w'ns  brought  into  the  I  loule  :  ws  that  v>'as  no  i' 
longer  in  his  power,  he  would  oppofc  it  ii-.  ;'K-p»e[i.nt  ilai^.e,  J- 
and  accordingly  moved.  That  an  humble  a  kircis  be  jircfcntcii 
to  hisMajefty,  praying  him  tooiclcr  a  toru'iTt  retLun  and  full  j 
defcription  of  all  the  prifoiicis,  with  an  account  of  lliC  prifons  | 
in  which  they  are  confined  in  America,  as  well  as  C^i'eat  Bri- 
tain, together  with  copies  of  their  fe\er;d  commitment';,  anjj 
the  bail,  &c.  ofTcrcd  for  their  enkirgcir.cnr,  v.wA  all  other  pro- 
feedings  of  his  Majefty's  privy  council,  in  conleqncncc  of  ths  fM 
power  vefted  in  tk-m  by  the  laic  bill,  ft  r  iIk-  faipcnlioa  of  the ;'"' 
J-iabcaa  Cor.'Us  aft,  to  be  laid  beior.-  iliii  Iloufe. 
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Mr.  C'^niivnll  \\]{l\cd  to  know  wliat  were  the  confeqiicnces  Mr.  Cor,';- 
tlif  lioiiourable  gentleman  wanted   to  draw  from  the   delired^j//. 
i.-iforniation. 

Mr.  Baker  replied,  thatliavin;^  reafon  to  imagine  that  there  Mr.  Buhr. 
were  few  or  none  taken  up  by  virtue  of  the  fuipenfion  of  that 
afl,  it  was  clear  to  hiui  that  the  aft  had  been  in  tiie  firll  in- 
finiice  ufelefs  ;  and  that  confcquently,  it  was  unneceliary  to 
rc-iicw or  continue  it  :  his  objeft  theiefore  was  to  prove,  from 
c;licial  information,  that  the  aft  had  not  had  any  effcft  ;  that 
no  reafon  exifted  which  could  demonflrate  that  there  is  any 
pienter  caufc  now  torenew  it,  than  there  had  been  at  fn  (1:  to 
tnaftit;  and  that  confcquently  it  would  be  an  unjultifiable 
uieafin-c  tofufpend  the  operation  of  fo  important  an  aft  as  the 
Haijeas  Corpus  is  to  the  fubjeft. 

S'nGrey  Cooper  replied,  that  fuch  an  enquiry  was  unnccef- Sir  r;,y 
farv,  and  indeed  nugatory,  for  it  was  impoi'Tible  for  admini- '■"/"'• 
flration  to  force  l|ie  bill  into  operation,  if  the  parties,  who 
might  think  themfelves  aggrieved  in  the  firit  inftance,  de- 
clined to  avail  thcnifclvcs  of  that  mode  of  redrefs  which  the 
hill  held  out.  There  was  nothing  new  in  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
Ihbcas  Coipus  law;  it  had  been  frequently fufpendedfincc  the 
Kevolution  when  the  exigciiciesof  publicaffairsrequired,firfl:  in 
King  William's  time,  and  afterwards  in  the  years  17 15  and 
1745;  but  if  the  honourable  gentleman  wiflied  to  know  the 
names,  numbers,  and  other  particulars  flattd  in  his  motion  re- 
h.tive  to  thofe  unhappy  pcrfons,  he  for  his  part  had  no  objec- 
tion whatever. 

Mr.  Bahcy  anfwered,  that  the  propofed  objeft  of  jiis  motion  Mr.  i7,ru-); 
was  {imply  this ;  that  the  enquiry  of  the  Houfc  (liould  be  co- 
cxtenfive  with  the  exercife  of  powers  it  had  delegated  to  the 
crown.  He  drew  this  inference  from  what  had  been  ftatcd 
by  thelaft  honourable  gentleman,  that  there  were  many  na- 
tive Americans  under  confinement  for  trcafunablc  praftice.s, 
Init  not  one  of  the  natives  of  Great  Britain,  which  was  the 
Arongcfl  argument  of  the  inutility  of  the  aft,  and  the  bcft  rca- 
ibn,  why  itfliould  now  be  permitted  to  die  a  natural  death,  as 
being  totally  unneceliary. 

Mr.  JVelhore  Eilh  begged  leave  to  fpcak  a  little  in  replv,  to  Mr.  }rt!l-.rt 
Ihcwtl'.at  the  matter  ought  to  be  viewed  in  a  much  moie  fa-  -•'■'■'• 
vourable  light  than  that  in  which  it  appeared  to  the  gentleman 
who /poke  before  him.  He  faid,  that  the  motive  from  which 
he  afted  when  he  gave, his  aflcnt  l?fl  fcfhon  to  the  fiifpending 
the  :ft,  was  not  fo  much  to  |iunifli  as  to  prevent  rebellion  ; 
f;'.v  ])erfons  indeed,  he  confcfied,  had  bt'ca  taken  into  cuilody 
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in  confcquencc  of  it;  but  then  it  muft  be  altvilnitcd,  he  laiJ, 
to  the  terrofs  of   iir.prifonment,    and  the  other   confluences    . 
that  might  enfuc ;  and   that  if  few  pcrfons  had  l>eei\  eonfmed, 
it  was    a  proof  that  few  crimes,   againft   N\hi(:h  tb.e  aft  w.is 
levelled,  had  been  committed.     Hence  he  inferred,    that  the 
fulpenfion  had  awed  many  ddafFefted   fubjefcs  into  obedience 
and  fidelity,  and  flmtihc  door  againildomel\ic  rebellion  ;  tlut 
as  it  had  prevented  the  commiflion   of   nuniherlefs   rebellious        ■ 
afts,  fo  he  concluded   it  muft  continue  to  operate  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  prevent  in  future,  equally  as  well  as  in  the  pad; 
that  therefore    he  could  not   but  juftify  the  meafure    of  ilill 
keeping  the  bill  in  being,  that  the  fame  happy  effeftsmay  not        ' 
ceafe  to  be  felt.  i 

Mr.  Barif.        Mr.  S;(r^r  was  Warmed  at   the  idea  of  i'ufpending  the  Ha- 
beas Corpus,  merely  that  rebellions  might  be  prevented:  tlie 
fame  argument  might  hold  good  to  eternity,   and  continue  the 
fufpenl'ion  of  that   miportant   aft  to  the   end  of  time.     Tlie        ' 
fence  of  liberty  might  be  cut  down,   and  Britons  deprived  of 
their  moft   valuable  privileges,    if   this    mode   of   rcafoning       j 
lliouhl  be  approved  hy    the    Houfe.     The   liime    caufc   that       ,* 
obliges  the  aft  to  be  palled  this  feliion,  may  produce  a  fimilaref-       \ 
feft  the  next  one,  and  thus  defeat  the  purpofe  of  the  moft  v:i-   '    \ 
luable   law  we  have.     He  implored,  he  entreated  the  Houfe, 
if  there  was  ftill  one  fpark  of  genuine  patrlotifm  to  be  found  in 
it,  that  they  would    now  Hand   forth  the   guardians  of  their 
country's  rights,  albert  their  liberties,  and  crufli  the  infamous      j 
bill  that  was  to  be  the  inftrument  of  their  llavery,  in  the  firft   '    i 
inftnnce. 

Mr.  ^Mcrc      Mr.  U'dhcrc  Ellh  ftood  up  again,  and  cxprefled  himfelf  fur- 

■^••"-  prifed  that   the  honourable  member  jhould  ily  into  fuch  ex-       j 

trcmcs,  and  draw  inferences  which  he  cful  not  think  the  pre- 
mifcs  could  juftify;  truth  and  virtue,,  he  faid,  were  generally  ■> 
to  be  found  in  the  midway,  between  the  two  extremes  ;  ami  | 
no  political  or  mctaphylical  proixjlition  could  be  advanced,  j 
which,  (if  pur.ued  to  tlie  utmoft- limits  that  refined  veafonin^  ■  j 
could  ftre.Lh  it  to)  would  not  terminate  in  an  abfurdity.  He  '  ■ 
never  meant  tiiat  a  continual  fufpenlion  fliould  be  grounded  j 
upon  this  temporary  one  ;  nor  cosld  he  fee  the  leail  danger  j  \ 
that  fuch  a  meafure  would  ever  originate  from  it. 

Mr.  Esrkt.       Mr.  Burke  again  rofe  up,  and  confelled  that  truth  was  not 
to  be  found  in  the  extremes  ;   that  he  did  not  want  to  drive 
him  to  the    argument   aJ  abJ'uiLlum  in    any  meta])hYiical  que-      j 
ftion  ;  but  in  ihii  political  one  he  would  wifli  to  purine  jiiin  to  |  \ 

,  tll4  •     I 


H 


! 


/I.  1777.  DEBATES.  59 

the  utmoft  verge  of  rcafoning,  till  he  fliould  give  up  r.  incarurc 
pregnant  with  our  ruin. 

The  land-tax,  he  obfervcd,  was  introduced  as  a  temporary 
revenue,  and  by  tliat  means  granted  by  the  Houfe  :  tlic  army 
was  atfirfl  voted  for  one  year  only  :  but  now  your  army,  laid 
he,  is  aflanding  army;  your  land-tax  is  a  {landing  revenue 
to  maintain  this  Handing  army  ;  and  this  fufpenfion  mny  be- 
come a  rtandingfufpenfion,  and  confequently,  the  eternal  fuf- 
penfion  and  deftruftion  of  tlie  Habeas  Corpus. 

Mr.  Fax  faitl,  When  the  firft  motion  was  made  to  fufpend  Mr-f«r. 
the  Habeas  Corpus,  it  was  declared  by  the  favourers  of  the. 
bill  to  be  a  moft  harmlefs,  mild  and  innocent  meafurc  ;  now 
it  is  confeficd  to  be  armed  with  tlie  grcatcft  terrors ;  to  be 
ible  to  awe  the  fubjeft  into  fubmiffion,  and  terrify  him  into  • 
obedience:  it  was  fcandalous,  it  was  infamous,  to  endeavour 
to  conceal  the  dreadful  efTcfts  that  iiiulb  naturally  flow  from 
fuch  an  aft,  and  an  indignity  offered  to  the  Houfe,  to  attempt 
to  deceive  by  fuch  thin  difguifes, 

Mr.  Baker's  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Sir  Charles  Whitworth  was  then  ordered  to  make  his  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  fupply,  which  he  was  about  to  do, 
wlien 

Mr.  Temple  Lnurcll  arofo  to  oppof;  it:  he  faid,  when  this  Mr.  rm^i, 
important  bufmcfs  was  ycfterday  agitated  in  the  Commit-  tuMell. 
tec,  [thought  it  nceeflary  to  call  upon  the  miniilers  I'or  the 
prcfent  Hate  and  condition  of  the  Britifli  fleet  previouJly  to 
our  voting  fo  very  large  and  cxpenlive  an  augmentation  as  is 
now  alked  for.  I  allerted,  and  do  ftill  maintain,  that  this 
.•lation  has  been  atrocioully  defrauded  and  deceived  by  impo- 
llng  fiftitious  accounts,  atlvanced  meiely  u])on  verbal  faith, 
without  the  proper  oflicial  teftimonials,  which,  vvhcnfoever  fo 
enormous  an  expenditure  of  the  public  grants  comes  in  que- 
flion,  it  is  our  iluty  to  have  laid  upon  your  table.  I  acculii'd 
the  minifters  of  obtaining  large  fums  of  money  by  votes  of 
Ikiriiament  for  the  naval  departments,  which  money  has,  to 
tiie  amount  of  many  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  not  teen  ap- 
j/licd  to  the  fpecilic  purpofes  for  which  it  was  allowed  ancj 
i;raated  by  the  legiflature.  Advancing  in  the  Committee  po- 
l;tive  and  clear  fadls  upon  this  head,  1  v/as  replied  to  by  difin- 
gcnuoufly  mis-ftatingmy  allegations,  or  by  grimace  and  buf-r 
loonery ;  and  contradiftory  aifcrtions  were  ui'ged  from  the 
fieuiing  authority  of  a  few  loofe  oflicial  fcrajis  of  paper 
A]ucc/,ed  up  between  the  fingers.  I  aik  for,  and  I  expeft  the 
proper  parliainent  >ry  vouchers  for  tht  due  application  of  the 
I  J.  '  n,ioney 
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ir.oney  ofthi  pto;;.e.  The  korourabk  mern':er  [Mr.  Bvilkr]  | 
ever  the  way  has  ftated  the  niiiiilier  of  fliipsrincl  vcil'els  of  war  f 
aflually  employed  at  home  for  ihe  proteftiori  of  thcfc  iflands  * 
to  amount  to  i05---and  alFcrls,  that  they  ha\^e  one  wlthano-  } 
thcr  3C0  men  each,  and  np\vards---in  all  3^-, 307.  He  has  |  J 
likcwilc  ftatcd  23  Ihips  and  vellels  of  war  in  Jamaita,  carry-  |"'j 
ing  one  witli  another  140  men  each.  1 

Sir,  I  venture,  upon  rindouhted  profciTional  and  other  in-  !  | 
formation  (and  which  I  would  I'rankSy  difcloic  to  the  Houfe,  1 
were  not  miniilerial  vengeance  to  be  apprehended)  tliat  we  ,  j 
have  no  fuch  force,  nor  any  tiling  like  it ;  I->y  thehonuurabio  ',  j 
member's  own  flate  of  the  (hips  in  the  Eritif'a  ports,  and  in  the  1 
Channel,  il  cannot  he.  It  has  been  admitted  by  th.e  Admi-  :  | 
Talty,  th:(t  you  have  only  18,040  in  the  35  fliips  of  the  line  ; 
equippetl  fur  fea,  and  that  the  other  fevcn  (in  all  42of  the  line)  ;  i 
have  but  very  few  inen.  TSow,  fuppofiiu',  63  frigaies  and  i| 
floops  of  war,  as  mentioned  by  the  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  't% 
over  the  way,  their  full  war  eomplcmcius  would  not  exceed  |J 
6000  men  ;  where  then  are  the  remainder  of  the  32397  ?  Arc  ia 
they  upon  the  imprefs  iervice  r  To  afcertain  the  truth  of  this  |:;' 
difcuffion,  and  that  thofc  pcrfons  of  us  who  really  impofe,  or  fj 
attempt  to  imjiofe  thus  wickedly  upon  Parliament  and  the  \  ■] 
nation,  be  detcftcd,  I  humbly  move.  "  That  the  lail:  weekly  ]-i 
accounts  received  at  the  board  of  admiralty  from  the  admiral  K 
or  commander  in  chief  of  his  Majefty's  fhips  and  vefl'els  of  S;j 
war  at  the  fcveral  ports  of  Plymouth,  Portihiouth,  and  Chat-'  |1 
ham,  together  with  the  ibite  and  condition  of  the  Ihip^  and  ■"■  ] 
velbelsofhls  ^bli'-^Iy's  na\  y  employed  on  channel  fervice,  or  |  'I 
on  the  coalls  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  be  laid  before  this  J  1 
Houfe."  •  I 

Perhaps,  Sir,  fuch  grofs  impofirions  mav  liy  miniflers  be  [3 
ranked  as /)/^_//-'T/rt'«  at  this  changcrous  crifis  ;  and  might  be  0 
juflified,  could  they  deceive  our  enemies  as  efl'cftually  as  they  !  J 
(do  our  own  countrymen:  but,  Sir,  if  our  miniilers  are  aflccp,  Sl 
and  the  Britifli  nation  allcep,  the  French  and  Spaiiilli  govern-  ':  j 
ments  are  not.  It  is  obl'ervcd  by  Montcfquitn,  that  great  ij 
■/late  convullions  are  nfually  preceded  by  a  national  lethargy,  f 
Some  very  feriousconvulfion  mufi 
foon  happen  in  thcie  iilands,  to 
tors  of  this  calamitous  war,  and  o 

it,  to  condign  puniiliment,  or  our  empire  can  never  be  reftored 
to  any  degree  of  its  former  profpcrity  and  lultrc.  IJcd'ute  I  (it 
clown,  will  any  gentleman  here  contend,  that  the  greater  pait 
pf  the  35  fliips  of  the  line  having  been  already  upon  cruizes  in 


reded  by   a  national  lethargy,  y 

(1,  in    the   nature  of  things,  M 

inng  the  authors  and  conduc-  ij 

jf  all  the  milchiefs  attending  }' 

i 
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!hc  Channel,  is  a  proof  of  tlicir  hnving  tlicir  compU-e  w:ir 
niiniiltmcnt  of  men  aboanl  ?  Tliey  couUl  not  even  h;\Nc  nnvi- 
r,.ucJ  ilicir  (liips  in  fccurlty,  putting  a  war  out  of  tliequeftion, 
'iinlcl's  tlicy  had  been  fupplled  with  a  confidcrnble  number  of 
li.mds  from  the  proper  com]ilements  of  the  men  of  war  in  the 
llict  at  Spithead,  or  been  aihlfcd  by  their  American  prifoners. 

Mr.  i)((;'/9' remarked,  that  tlic  Houfe  liad  been  infnrned,  Mr- ^-y'v- 
that  twenty-three  fall  of  men  of  war  were  on  the  Jivniaica 
fl.itlon,  and  that  they  had  upwards  of  3000  menon"bo:ird  : 
That  he  doubted  tlie  truth  of  the  information,  and  went  this 
dav  into  the  city  to  get  fome  lights  on  tl;c  fubjeft  :  that  he 
!ud  learned  that  the  accounts  given  to  the  Koufe  were  not 
true  ;  that  there  were  not  above  ten  men  of  war  on  that  fer- 
\ce;  and  that  if  there  were  twenty-three  vcli'els  on  t!;e  iln- 
lion,  the  remainder  of  them  were  tenders  or  fmall  crak,  fume 
without  cither  men  or  guns. 

Mr.  T.-Tow7iJhidiMA,  he  had  aficed  the  noble  Lord  in  thc^fr.  7. 
hlue  ribbon,  what  it  was  he  wanted  with  fo  great  a  number  of '^"'"'"J"-''- 
fcamen?  and  told  him  that  it  was  furely  the  lead  that  could 

.  he  required  of  him,  to  let  the  people  know  for  v.'hat  jjurpo'cs 
they  were  to  pay  their  money-- -that  he  had  received  ilie  moft 

■  cxtraordmary  am'wcr,  that  perhaps  ever  was  given  by  a  niini- 
llcr,  which  was,  that  the  Houfe  had  ag:ced  to  ihpport  v.lnt 
rneal'ures  the  King  might  think  )5ropcr  to  adopt,  and  thcrct'oic 
fiich  a  (jueflion  was  now  nccdlcfs.  Here  is  a  doflrine,  lie  laid, 
was  quite  new  ;  tb.e  tirft  day  of  a  fcllion  was  the  only  ti.iy  i\)\- 
dtbatmg,  and  their  addrefs  to  the  King  bound  thcirt  to  giant 
iinplicitly,  and  without  any  enquiry  into  tlie  expenditure,  lueli 
fuins  as  the  minifter  ihould  think  proper  to  require. 

Lord  North  aroicto  exculpate  himfelf  from  the  charge  madei.ord  Nonht, 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  had  laid  down  new 
(loflrines  to  the  Houle,  which  h.e  forced  them  to  adopt.  ]  do 
i;ot  recolleft,  fays  he,  to  have  faid  any  thing  on  which  fucli  a 
diaige  could  be  grounded  ;  this  I  am  furc  of,  that  I  never 
meant  to  diftate  to  this  Houfe:  if  I  attempted  it,  this  Houlc 
would  not  bear  it,  but  rcfentfuch  prefumption  a-s  it  defcrvcd  ; 
I  know  what  its  relentment  is,  and  theretore  am  very  cau- 
ijoiis  not  to  become  the  objeft  of  it. 

If  1  did  not  give  the  honourable  gentleman  my  reafons  for 
making  fo  great  a  demand,  it  washy  no  means  from  want  of 
rcfpcfl  for  him,  but  becaufe  I  thought  ihey  were  fo  obvious 
and  notorious  to  every  one,  that  a  detail  of  them  mud  be  ab- 
solutely unncceirary  :  nay,  the  gentleman's  own  fpeech  fliewed 
plainly,  that  he  was  not  icnoraiU  of  th'-Jiu 

■     '  Tli>i 
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The  honourable  member  fnkl,  tliat  notwithfiandinc;  the  \nv-l 
fcfiions  of  frientiniip  from  France  and  Spain,  it  was  lull  iii 
opinion  they  meant  to  be  at  us:  there  was  one  rcafon  I'o; 
arming.  He  faid,  tliat  Ireland  had  no  land  forces  to  dcfeni!' 
hcifelf  in  cafe  of  an  invafion  :  there  was  another  reafon.  Inil' 
woid,  it  would  be  necdlefs  to  enumerate  all  the  rcafons  that^ 
could  be  adduced  to  juflify  the  meafure.  I 

He  obfcrved,  that  much  ftrcfs   had  been  laid  by  gentlcnic.v 
on  this  particular  obfervation,    that  in  the  year  1759  ^'■^  '•''■''' 
only  60,000  feamento  fight  ag;ainfl:  almoll  all  Europe,    hi' 
this  they  laboured  under  a  great  niiftakc.     In  that  year,  in-     I 
deed,  no  more  than   5o,coo  men  hai.1  been  voted  ;   l)ut  thtit    •{ 
were  then  in" actual  fcrvice  full  84',ooo;  and    by   the  fcizurc'  j 
of  the  French  f.iilors  at  Newfoundland  \vc  had  in  the  difFcreiii^  | 
jirilons  of  CJicat  lirii.aln  20,ooo  of  their  fcaincn  :   that  there  ii^  i 
a  greater  ncceiTity  for  a  fti'ong-   armament,  now    in  cafe  aw;:     ! 
flionld  break  out  with  the  Houfc  of  Bourhon,   than  at  thatpc-'   j 
riod,  as  they  have  lince  that  time  united  thcinfelves  lb  cloftlv;, 
iiy  the  Family  Compaft,  that  if  we  declare  war  agalnil:  one  ofi  j 
them,  we  mull:  fight  them  all.  f\ 

He  did  not  think  that  the  different  pov/ers  were  infincere  ir,;  \ 
th.eir  profefiions  of  neutrjility  ;  but  there  was  a  certain  ilegictf  ,1 
of  confidence  which  f];opld  never  be  given  to  the  wortls  of  any*  J 
man,  and  that  therefore  it  was  prudent  to  guard  againfl  tl;:'.  j 
word;  he  did  not  fay,  the  wliolc  number  of  men  then  re-'  | 
quired,  would  be  pofitively  taken  into  pay;  but  that  as  he  dlj, 
not  like  to  incur  a  navy  debt,  he  propofed  the  gicatcft  nuni-k  ' 
bcr  that  couUl  be  fuppofed  to  be  wanted.  f> 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  called  for,  dellvcrd*  , 
in  by  Sir  Charles  Whitworth,  and  paffcd  the  Houfe.  ?  t 

V^v.lunrrU.  Mr.  Liiitrcil  then  made  his  motion,  whicii  waSj  that  the  lapJ  \ 
weekly  accounts  received  at  the  Atlmiralty  from  the  com.!  j 
niander  in  chief  at  Portfmouth,  Plymouth,  and  Chatliam,  to-?  f 
gcrhcr  with  the  laft  accounts  from  the  commanders  of  Uidi'  '. 
Ihips  as  are  onclianncl  fcrvice,  or  on  the  coalls  of  Great  Iin-i..jj 
tain  and  Ireland,  be  laid  before  this  Houfe.  || 

Mr.  Bryky.      Mr.  Bayly  fccondcd  the  motion.  |,J 

Mr.  Fmtot.  Air.  PcHt'^.'i  oppofed  it,  as  tending  to  give  cur  enemies  too(r3 
great  an  inllght  into  our  affairs,  f  i 

Co\.  r-prre.  Colontl  iiWrc  faid,  that  if  upon  enquiry,  it  fl)0\ild  appear  c.j 
that  wc  have  -;3,oco  men  in  aftual  fcrvice'  for  home  duty,  1:;.* 
will  l,c  news  winch  our  enemies  will  hear  with  grief  and'dc-.'  i 
fpair:   that  it  were  ufclefs  to   withold    the   papers  moved  lor,ii 


ruui  that  confideratioi'^,  as  it  b  more  than  probable  that  tin 


^ 
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\      _■>.•  ;is  well  acquainted  with  the  matter  as  ourfelves  ;  tlic  noble 

j-     I.orJ,  he  laid,  has   told  us  he  knows  what    the  refentmcnt  of 

I     itiis  Iloufcis:  there  I  iiuiil  beg  leave  to  contraJift  him  :  he 

p.    k.iiows  only  the  complaifancc,  the  indulgence,  the   lubmiinon 

""    of  tliis  Houle;  its  rcfcnimcnt  he  is  dill  a  fti-anger  to. 

Governor  Johnjloiic  exprciicd  his  difapprobaiion  of  turning  Gov.  join- 
hc.ivy  merchantmen  into  men  of  war,  and  employing  them  ab/'-"- 
convoys,  when  they  were  not  able,  from  their  unwieldy  Ihapc, 
to  run  i'o  fall  in  purfuit  of  an  enemy,    as   a  light  built  frigate 
would. 

He  laid,  it  was  but  a  poor  pretence  for  withholding  the 
papers,  left  our  enemies  fliould  get  intelligence  from  them  of 
our  afrairs,  when  no  papers  were  alked  for,  but  fuch  as  con- 
tained matters  well  known  to,  and  attellcd  by,  every  boat- 
fwain,  carpenter,  &c.  in  the  navy:  the  information  required 
could  be  ealily  obtained,  he  faid,  through  fome  other  channel; 
but  then  no  arguments  could  be  dtawn  from  it,  as  it  could 
cot  belaid  to  be  oiiicial. 

Lord  bJort/j  faid,  he  had  no  objeftion,  bccaufe  he  was  cer-LorJ  A'.r-;-. 
tain  the  enquiry  would  redound  to  the  honour  of  thofc  to 
ulioni  the  care  anddircftion  of  the  navy  w&s  intrufted.  He 
indeed  favv  no  occafion  for  any  fuch  enquiry  ;  for  he  believed 
that  Parliament  might  fafely  truft  to  the  information  which 
had  been  already  officially  given. 

Colonel  Bam'  humouroully  obferved,  thnt  if  the  Houfe  Cj!.  Jjiri 
trullcd  lolely  to  details  held  out  in  loofc  converfations,  he 
Icaicd,  it  would  happen  to  them,  as  it  once  happened  to  a 
countryman,  who  met  with  adifafter  in  an  amorous  rendez- 
\ou?,  and  being  afl<.ed,  how  he  came  to  be  fo  miferably  de- 
ceived. '  'Zouns,  man,  who  would  have  thought  it,  Ibe 
was  dizcned  out  with  a  huge  deal  of  fmery,  and  covered  all 
over  with  zilksand  zattins.' 

S'w  Hugh  Pa/lifcr  perceiving  that   the   noble    Lord   in    thc^;, /f,,j,j, 
blue  ribbon  thought  differently  from  him  and  his  colleague  in  I'u.'hj:','. 
office  [Mr.  Penton]  acqulefccd,   though   he  faid,   he   thouglit 
t!ic  motion  unnecellary.     He  read  fome  accounts  relative   to 
li'.L  ileet  now  in  commiffion   for  home  fervice.     He  begged 
leave  to  fet  gentlemen    right  with    regard   to  the   number  of 
men  on  board  that  fleet:  he  had  never   informed  the  Houfe, 
tliiU  they  were  33,000  ;  he  only  faid,  that  the    full   comple-     . 
incnt  was  33,000  :  tlicrc  were,  he  faid,  by  tlic  Ir.ft  wceb's  re- 
turn, upwards  of    i8,ooo  men,  exclidlve  of  1500   marines  on 
Ixj.ird   the  thirty-five  ihips  already   fitted  out;   and   that,    by 
I'ujiplying  the  deficiencies  from  die  fupeiauincrary  men,  ihcrc 
■z  '  would 
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v/ouUl    be    more  tluin    the    complcat    complement    of   that 
fleet. 

The  qneftion  lieing  pur,  Mr.  LutttcU's  motion  was  c;inicJ 
M-ithout  a  divllion. 

Noveinltr  2§. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  that  the  Houfe  do  refolvc 
irfclf'  into  a  committee  of  ways  and  means  to  grant  to  liis  Ma' 
jcfty  a  land-tax  for  the  year  1778,   of   four  fliiUings  in  the' 
pound  upon  all  lands,  tenements,  cvc.  within  England,  Wales,  i 
and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,    and   a  proportionaUs'l ' 
rate  thereof  upon  lands,  tenements,  &;c.  in  Scotland,  'I 

Sir  Charki       c;];.  Qljarks  fFhkivorth  took  tlie  chair  of  the  committee,  ani'i- 
^''^'"'"''"''^'  flatcd,    that    the  land-tax    for   the   year   1777  amounted  to  '  ^ 

2,140.000!.  ^ 

Lord  Ncrth.      howl  North  moved  the  rcfolution,  * 

Mr-inn-        iMr. /'/■'/?//^r((r/c(-mnlaincd  greatly  of  the  inequitable  moil{  , 
inad.         of  allcffing  and  levying  the  land-tax,  and  bcggecl  the  commit-': 
tee.  to  take  it  into  their  moll  ferious  confideration.      Since  the  j 
addition  of  one  llillling  in  the  pound  was  laid  upon  lands,  the  ' 
whole  was  raifed  on  fonie  cftatLS  agreeable  to  the  old   affcff.ji^ 
ment, -and  fome  agrccsble  to  the  new,  by  which  cftates  inge-'f 
jHM-.'d  were  mofl:    unfairly  and  mofb  unevenly  taxed.     As  an  P:  j 
infcancc  of  this  truth,  he  declared,  that  he  had  one   cflatc  in  [  | 
Lincolnfliirci   of   1 80 1.  yearly  value,    for  which  he   paid  no  f   ] 
more  than  16  1.  a  year  land-tax;  and    another  eflate    inLci-'s 
ccfterlliire,  for  wh.ich  he  paid  thcfumof  50I.  yearly,  though-    1 
the  rental  of  l:oth  w^rc  nearly  equal.     This  great  and  fpecific , 
difference,  arifing  from  the  one  (.f.ate  paying  to  the  rate  of  ik  . 
old  aiTeflinent,  and  the  other  to  the  new  ;  lie  would  thercfoic,  • 
he  faid,  humiily  move  as  an  amendment  to  the  vote  for  tli:  s    . 
piefent  year's  fujiply,  and  as  vn  equal,  fair,  and  impartial  mode  j   ; 
of  taxing  the  landed  property  of   the  kingdom,    Uiat  the  bill  ■    1 
fliould   pais  for  three  iliillingi   in  the  pound,    lobe  raifedon?   j 
every  eflate  agrcc.:I;!e  to  lire  old  alllilincnt,  and  that  a  new  af-  i    . 
feilbientbe  made  tjiroughout  tlie  kingd.om  for  the  additional  j    3 
Ihilling.       _  .     i 

Ihe  Chairman  obferved,  th-t  the  motion  before  the  Houfei.  J 
was  not  aboat  the  mode  of  aflciiing,  but  whether  4s.  ar^J  no*?  ] 
more  fliall  lie  the  land-tax  for  the;  enfuing  year.  .    j 

'ir. eider.  ^^h'.  Bilker i':iu\,  the  honourable  member's  obfervation  wii  . 
wortl'.y  of  the  attt-ntion  of  the  Houfc,  it  was  not  againft  the '  j 
proj-.oitd  rcfolution,  but  againft  the  m.ode  of  aUcffing.  "tU\]  \ 
intentions  were  plainly  wh.en  the  tax  demanded  an  additional |  J 
fliilling,  that  a  fum  of  money  fliould  be  raifed  on  the  lani'i  ' 
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ff  unJcr-rated,  till  the  afltfTments  were  equal  tliroughout  tlic 
.  iingdom,  and  the  deficiency,  if  any  fliould  remain,  to  be 
:,  fiirly  and  proportionably  levied  on  all  the  lands  in  the  kinp;- 
.  tlom— -For  his  part,  he  fliould  go  farther,  for  whether  tiic 
^  UnJ- tax  were  laid  at  above  or  under  three  lliillings,  he  was 
•  cf  opinion,  that  juftice  would  never  be  done,  till  an  equal,  and 
'  of  courfe  an  equitable  manner  of  rating  all  property  fubjeft  to 
^  ihc  land-tax  was  adopted. 

■  Lord  Oiiglcy  faid,     the    faft  was   true,  hut  the  conclufion  Ld.  0/;^/^, 
jolled  for  a  further  explanation.  Tliole  who  derived  tides  from 

'  ihcir  anceflors,  were  mofl  certainly  bound  by  their  afts;  and 

■  fuch  as  purchafed  gave  a  price  proportioned  to  the  mode  which 
prevailed  in  the  country  or   place  where   the   lands  or  eflatc 

^]  ny.    The  honourable  member  who  fpoke  firft  furniflied  him 
with  an  argument  againft  what  he  advanced  ;  for  if  he  was  to 

tarchafe  in  either  of  the  lliires  mentioned,  he  would  be  glad  to 
now  from  that  gentleman,  whether  he  would  give  as  great  a 
price  in  a  county  where  the  tax  was  coUcded  to  the  full  ex- 
tent, as  where  it  did  not  pay  perhaps  above  half  or  a  third  of 
the  real  value;  certainly  not:  the  burden  on  the  land  was  al- 
ways cflimated  and  allowed  for  out  of  the  full  purchafe. 

Colonel   EnrrJ  addrelTed  himfelf  in   nearly   the   foUowingCoI.  Burn!, 

Berdstothe  Committee:  I    rife  to'  trouble   the  Committee 

ujtli  afewfcntiments  on  the  queftionof  theday.     Not  a  tingle 

country  gentleman  has  rifen  to  fpeak  of  peace,  or  to  complain 

of  war.     Their  fupinenefs,  or  their  acquicfcence,  deferves  the 

vtvcrcft  rcprehenfion.     If  they  are  blind  to  the  diftrefles  of 

I'lcir  country,  they  ought  to  be  awakened  j  if  they  are  igno- 

i-aat,  they  ought  to  be  informed  ;  if  indolent,  they  ought  to  be 

»rojfcd.     In  a  few  words,  I  will  Ihew  them  the  extent,  the 

rugnitudc  of  the  prefent   calamitous  war,   the  eflfefts  it  has 

;■  rrcduced,  and  the  cxpcftatlous  v/e  are  led  to  entertain  of  it. 

: ;  No  lefs   a  fum  than  1 3,000,000  of  money  was  voted  by  this 

;    Houfe  for  the  fervice  of  the  war  for  laft  year;  a  fum  equal  to 

^'   v:y  ever  neceflary,  ever  requefted,  ever  granted  for  the  fer- 

icc  of  any  foreign  war  from  the  Conquefl.  up  to  this  day,  ex- 

[   ttf'.lng  alone,  the  grants  for  the  four   laft  years  of  the  late 

*»r  with  the  Houfc  of  Bourbon,  and  the  grants  for  one  fingle 

yiar  more,  in  the  year  171 1,   in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 

4   wben  a  very  large  fum  of  the  national   debt  was  paid  off,  and 

j'  r.Any  conflderable  public  fervices  perfonned.     I'his  year  we 

^    Ijvc  already  voted  more  than  3,000,0001.  for  the  navy.     On 

Wcdnefday  wc  fliall  vote  3,000,0001.   more  for  the  army; 

»\1  in  due  courfe,  the  other  votes  will  pafs  for  a  fum  equal  to 

I     Yqi..  VIII.  K        ,  that 
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tliatof  hft  year.  Such  are  the  cffefls  of  this  Aincricaii  \Y,ir,; 
Let  us  view  the  expciElations  :  are  we,  by  conqueft,  to  be  re- 
lieved from  this  immenle  burden  of  taxation  ?  No  ;  theie  is  Iv;  i 
conquefl:  aimed  at ;  wc  wifli  not  to  fubdue  tlie  Americans  f«; 
the  purpofc  of  drawing  a  revenue  from  tlie  country  :  our  ad- ' 
hiiniltrators  fay  that  is  not  tlie  objcft  of  thecontcft;  tliiV 
own  that  the  Americans  will  not  be  able  to  bring  a  reveniit 
into  our  Exchequer.  We  mean  alone,  it  fecms,  to  reJuct 
them  to  obedience,  'for  the  fake  of  national  honour.  Wt' 
exercile'every  effort  of  warlike  oppreflion  againfl  them,  be- 
caufe  they  will  not  crouch  at  our  foet,  and  make  the  iirl! 
fubmiflion.  This'is  a  war  of  punftilio,  not  of  profit  ;  and 
we  may  fairly  conclude,  that  even  after  its  adjuftmcnt,  wc 
fliali  be'hearly  as  much  taxed  10  prevent,  as  we  are  iiow'tC' 
maintainWar. 

It  has'bf  old  been  the  cuftom  of  this  Houfe  to  enquire  for, 
and  to  require  fuch  papers  as  were  deemed  of  confequence. 
On  this  day,  in  particular,  it  was  ufual  of  old  to  call  fo; 
particular  accounts  of  the  arrears  of  the  land-tax';  of  tl;:, 
neat  receipts,  of  the  names  of  the  receivers;  of  what  pnr.j 
they  had  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  and  of  what  part  was  re-! 
niaining  in  their  hands.  But  of  late,  I  am  forry  to  fay  it, , 
we  liavc  madc'no  fuch  requifitions.  NeccUary  as  they  an' 
to  the  fecurity  of  our  conllituents,  we  have  either  negleft-; 
cu  or  not  dared  to  doit.  Sucli  requilltion,  Iiowever,  llialj  b:' 
made.  If  no  worthier  perlbn  rifes  to  dcnianl  ilieiu,  I  will 
whenever  the  S])eaker  refumcs  the  chair  ;  r.nd  in  , the  meani 
time  Ihall  with  Ibrrow  repeat,  that  no  country  gentleman  ha. 
vilcn  this  day  to  afk  orto  wWh  for  peace.  [ 

LJ.  0:i.\'y.  Lord  Ofigley  went  into  a  relation  of  ilic  motion  made  tli; 
firft  day  of  the  fcffion  fur  a  ctllation  of  hoftilities.  Hc' 
laughed  at  its  abfurdity,  ami  faid,  lliould  any  fuch  meafurc 
he  adopted,  it  would  nioil  certainly  be  iiuputcd  to  a  coil-| 
fcioiilhefs  of  our  in;il)ility  to  fiipport  the  war,  or  of  the  in-;' 
juftice  of  its  coinmcnccn^ent  ;  and  he  hoped  no  gentleman^ 
would  wilh  forcitlier.  He  ohicrvcd,  tliat  the  cunntry  gtii-' 
tlcmcn  had  been  called  upon  by  the  laft  hcnourable  gentle- 
man who  fpokc,  and  wlio  hiah taken  fuch  pains  to  exag-, 
gcrate  the  expehce  of  the  American  war,  and  compare  it- 
with  that  of  former  wars.  This,  in  his  opinion,  was  wide, 
of  thc'queftioii,'and  proved  nothing.  Wc  were  contendinji. 
for  a  right,  which  if  rclinquifhcd  in  the 'manner  wiilicd  byf 
thote  who' oppofed  the  prefent  meafurc,  would  moft  certaitilj 
terminate  in  the  lofs  of  America,  and  ultimately  end  in  thr 
1  ■  iiiCghi- 
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ipJignifiqancc,  nnci  confccjucnt  ruin  of  tliis  country.  TIic 
honourable  gentleman,  took  it  for  granted,  tlwt  thoiigli  we 
ilioiild  prevnil  and  eftabliflj  tlie  right,  all  expe(51:atio"ns  of 
revenue  were  no  more.  To  perfifl:  therefore,  is  to  only  con- 
kr.,1  for  a  point  of  honour ;  to  fight  for  a  punfti'ilio,  without 
liic  leaft  profpcft  of  profit.  I  beg  leave  to  differ  from  tlic 
honourable,  gentleman  ;  I  contend  a  riglit  eftabliflied,  and 
not  meant  to  be  cxcrcifcd,  is  no  right.  We  are  licavily  taxed 
nurklves,  and  it  is  but  reafonable  that  when  we  fhull  curnpcl 
Ijic  colonics  to  return  to  their  duty,  that  they  fliouUI  contrl- 
hute  in  common  with  the  reft  of  their  fellow  fubjefts,  in 
lupport  of  that  government,  whofe  proteflion  tjicy  will 
Cjiially  partake  of.  The  right  lionourable  gentleman  fays, 
tJiat  a  war  with  France  and  Spain,  is  inevitable.  1  doubt  it 
nuicli,  if  for  no  other  rcafon,  but  becaufe  we  arc  fo  well  prc- 
pircd  to  defeat  their  defigns.  But  granting  every  thing  that 
m.iy  be  advanced  on  that  fuppofition  ;  in  fuch  an  event  the 
worft  that  can  tlien  hapj)en,  will  be  to  withdraw  our  troops 
fiid  fleets  from  Xortli  America,  and  attack  our  foreign  enc- 
niits.  Here  the  llonfe  grew  extremely  diforderly,  and  con- 
tinued fo  much  fo,  till  the  noble  Lord  fat  down,  that  fcarcely 
jny  thing  he  faid,  v/as  heard,  or  attended  to. 

Sir  //crif/v  Mack-jjorlh  minutely  elucidated  the  inotives?:! 
vylfieh  firft  gave  rife  to  the  American  war,  enumerated  the-"' 
flill  ftronger  motives  for  its  progrefs  ;  anil  expatiated  largely 
(/.I  the  conduct  of  thofe  members  whole  oppofitlon  to  th.c 
p.cfent  meafures  had  irritated  the  Americans.  Tliat  he  was 
convinced  tliere  was  not  a  fingle  gentleman  iatlic  Hoiifc  but 
wiihcd  for  peace  with  America  ;  but  then,  fays  he,  how  is 
PcJce  to  be  obtained  ?  it  has  been  faid,  by  perfuafion  ;  but 
iiy  what  arguments  can  you  perfuade  people  who  fay,  "  we 
will  kill  you  or  you  fliall  kill  us ;"  in  fuch  a  cafe  wc  are  en- 
tirely on  the  defenfive.  Government,  faid  lie,  have  left 
every  opening  for  a  conciliation.  What  more  can  be  done  ? 
terms  of  peace  would  be  gladly  acccjHcd,  and  as  far  as  con- 
lillfut  we  met  them,  but  what  can  be  faid  of  thofe  people  who 
ciil.u'gc  a  breach  of  loyalty  ;  as  fuch  undoubtedly  was  the 
CiQ.  It  is  well  known  to  many  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe, 
t!-..it  America  waited  with  the  utmoft  impatience  for  every 
argument  made  ufe  of  here  by  her  advocates,  and  with  eager- 
nil's  embraced  every  fuggtftion  ftarted  in  her  favour;  iris 
mis,  and  to  this  above  every  thing,  was  cwir'.g  the  procla;:n- 
iiif;  independency,  as  they  were  taught  to  belic\e  tliat  thev 
LaJ  ih^.fanaion  of  men  who,  ^ould  defend,  by  argument,  tiie 
"     'K  "2 -  taufc 
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caiifc  that  they  believed  they  could  defend  by  the  fword.  - 1  "    • 
cannot  enough,  fays  he,  expvefs  the  horror  1  feel  in  thinking 
that  any  man  of  humanity  fhould   urge  the  unflieathing  of      j 
the  fword,  and  flill  more  am  I  flioci;ed   to  find  any  one  fo  ,    • 
\infeeling  as  to  aggravate  the  arm  which  holds  it.     He  then 
concluded  with  ohferving,  that   it   was   America  continuoi! 
the  war  with  us,  becaufe  were  they  to  return  to  their  duty, 
England'wonid  receive  them  with  open  arms.  i    ! 

Sir  Garge  "    J^ir  George  Savilc  faid,  he  role  ffom  the  dclire  of  fpeaking      ■ 
a  few  words,  perhaps  for  the  laft  time  on  the  fubjeiEl   of  the 
,  American  war.     He  thought  hlmfelf  well  intitlcd   to   fpcak 
on  this  day.     He    was  member  for   a   body  of  freeholders, 
pofTeffed  of  a  large  traft  of  landed  property,  and  when  Ik 
gave  his  vote  for  the  fupply  called  for,  he  appointed  a  large 
fum  to  government  ;  it  was  his  bufinefs,    therefore,  he  prc- 
fumed,  to  enquire  into  the  purpofes    for  which   it  was  in-  . 
tended  ;  it  was  his   duty  to  examine   the  ufes   to  which  it 
would  be  applied.      He  faid,  we  were   determined  to  perfift 
in  a  war  with  Amcrica---it  had  been  called   a  iuft  war— 1  ^    ; 
"■iieccfTary  war— and  the   honourable    gentleman   who  ipokc 
before  him  had  gone  over  the  grounds  of  its  commencement, ' 
the  equity  of  its  continuance,  and  the  necelhty  of  our  per-':  •• 
feverancc  in  terms  of  the  highcfl:  aggravation.     Four  feveral     1 
motives,  fays  he,  have  been  mentioned,  for  the  commence- j   i 
ment,  progrefs,  continuance   and  perfeverance  of  the  war:'    • 
Firft,  it  was  begun  on  puvpofe  "to  quell  a   puny  infurrcc-i  j 
tion."^     Secondly  it  was  proceeded  in  "to  fuhdue   a  dange-l  1 
vous   rebellion."     Thirdly,    it  was  continued    "  todefcnJ.    ! 
ourfelvcs" — pofitively  from  the  motive  ofy?  defend:>!do—(rom':    ; 
the  fear,  that  if  we  do  not   kill  them,  they   will   us.     AnJ -   '■ 
fourthly,  continues  he,  itmuft  be  pcrfevcred  in  from  a  mo-,:,    ; 
tive    the  moft  flrange,  perhaps,  that  ever  enter>='d   into  tlic>   1 
thoughts   of  a  rational  people.     He  would  give  the  whole     ,1 
committee,  he  faid,  two  gueffcs,  and   the    chairman  three,-, 
and  be  bound  that  they  would  not  guefs  it  right.      It  was  in.;-  \ 
deed  a  laughable,  a  ludicrous  motlvc---it  muft  be  pcrfeveredi   | 
in,  add.;  he,     "  to  gain  their  confidence."     We  are  to  beatM 
them,   it  feem^,   m   order  to  conciliate  ihcni.     Such  are  tilt '" 
romantic  reaUuis  aiHgned  for  this  war  ;  from  tlie  conchifion ,■  .^ 
of  which,  no  benefit  was  to  be  expefted,  nor  revenue  arilc;i.,| 
and  yet  upon  wliich  there  had   been   more  money   expenddfi 
than  would  have  fervcd  to  have  purchafcd,  taken  in,   ricarci','  ,-| 
inclofcd,   manured,    cultivated,    Town,     and    planted    nil  thrj  1 
wJ.ic  lands  j.ii;ritai!i---mury  than  would  luivc  tuiiKd  ;ill  th;  ■   | 
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fceaths,  hills,  iiml  waflcs  into  gardens  ;  anJ  from  tlie  c\ilti- 
vation  of  which,  nay,  if  they  had  been  all  fown  with  bar- 
ley from  the  malt-tax  alone,  a  greater  revenue  would  have 
been  drawn,  than  all  the  taxation  that  can  ever  be  gathered 
from  the  wide  continent  of  America.  Such,  he  concluded 
were  the  motives,  and  fuch  tlie  effcas  of  this  war  ;  and  for 
this  we  were  called  upon  to  grant  tlie  prefcnt  fupply. 

Mr.  Fox,  .ifrer  commcntingupon  the  worthy  Baronet's- fpeech  Mr  r« 
[Sir  Herbert  Mackworth]  below  him,  fpokc  fubftantially  to  '  "■ 
the  following  efFeft.  The  great  objca  of  the  war, "  I  under- 
ftand  from  the  noble  Lord  over  the  way  [Lord  On^leyl 
and  the  worthy  Baronet,  and  confolidating  both  their"  ar- 
<;unients,  and  fuppofing  them  to  contain  the  fentimcnts  of 
the  whole  body  of  their  brethren,  the  country  gentlemen  T 
tliink,  call  for  the  following  teft.  I  would  propofe  the  two 
following  queftions  to  adminiftraiion,  and  follow  them  by  a 
third,  to  thole  who  are  looked  upon  to  be  the  great  fupporC 
of  the  prcfent  mcafures.  I  wiih  to  hear  any  member  of  ad- 
niiniftration  pretend  to  fix  a  time  for  the  termination  of  the 
prefcnt  difputes  ;  that  is,  wlien  the  riglit  fo  warmly  contend- 
ed for  this  night,  will  be  cftabliflied.  I  delire  to  know 
from  any  member  of  adminiftration,  whether  lie  cxpeas 
even  ni  cafe  of  the  greateft  fucccfs  on  our  part,  and  a  recon- 
ciliation or  fubmifhon  on  the  other,  whether  we  are  to  ex- 
pca  a  revenue  from  that  country  ?  If  then  neither  a  period 
IS  pretended  to  be  fixed,  to  the  prcfent  walle  of  blood  and 
wafte  of  trcafiire  ;  and  thoLigh  it  could,  if  no  revenue  either 
to  replace  the  immenfe  fums  we  have  already  fpent,'  or  the 
enormous  expentc  we  are  likely  to  incur,  even  in  the  courfe 
ot  ihe  prefcnt  campaign,  the  fruitful  parent  of  perhaps  twenty 
more,  I  would  wiili  the  country  gentlemen,  even  on  their 
own  ground,  to  juftify  to  themfelves,  or  their  conftitueiits 
the  perlifting  in  meaiures,  which  do  not  promife  the  attain- 
ment oi  a  fingle  objeft  for  which  they  now  ollenfively  "ive 
ihcm  tiieir  fupport.  ^ 

•   On  the  Speaker's  refumlng  tlie  chair, 

_  Colonel  7;^m-,  according  to  the  intimation  he  had  given  Col.  5.rr/. 
in  Ins  fpeech,  moved,  "  that  the  receipts  of  the  arrears  of  the 
revenue  of  the  land-tax  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  with  an 
accurate  account  of  the  names  of  tlie  receivers,  wlien  and 
hnw  much  thereof  has  ))een  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  and 
With  an  exaft  account  of  the  arrears  rcniainin"-  due  k'-  the 
rcccivers,  up  to  Michaelmas  term,  1777."       *^ 

Lord 
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Ld.  Korib,  Lord  Niftlj  acquiefced  in  tlic  motion,  ;ind  declared  nt  tli: 
fame  time,  his  readinefs  to  give  the  HouH-  all  the  informa- 
tion pofliblc  ;  lb  tlip.t  the  motion  was  carried  without  a  di- 
vifion. 

Mr.  £a.!„r.      My.  Bal;er  then  addrcffed  the  Speaker,  and  faid,  that  lit 
had  further  confidered  his  motion  of  yefterday,  and  willied  ' 
to  extend  it  ;  that  in  oppofition  to   Sir  Grey  Cooper's   bill, 
for  continuing  the  aft  for  the   temporary  fufpenfion   of  the  ; 
Habeas  Corpus  aft,  he  moved  for  an  humble  addrefs  to  his 
Majefly,  previous  to  the  palling  of  the  !m11,  praying  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  inform  the  Houfe,  what  had   been  done  'in  confe- 
quence  of  that  aft.     His  motion,  he  faid,  was  merely   co- 
extcnllve   with  tlie  aft.     He   wiflied,    however,  to  enlarge  t    1 
his  motion,  and   moved   accordingly  the  following  amend-  |   | 
mcnt  :   "  That  an  addrefs  may  be  prefentcd  to  his  Majefty,  r    - 
praying  him  to  be  gracioully  pleafed  to  give  dircftiuns,'  that  '■     ! 
particular  accounts  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  of  all  the  per- 
fons  fccured  and  retained  in  any  of  his   Majefly's  "aols  for        ; 
the  crime  of  high  treafon,  fince  the  i8th  of  April,'^the  day 
after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  which  happened  on  the  lytli,  '    j 
1775,  to  the  date  of  the  aft  pafled  laft.  feifion,  for  the  tern-       ' 
porary  fufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft."  ,    ' 

^■tor'cy  The  Atlorney  General  [Mr.  Thurlow]  faid,   he  did  not  fc3  '     ' 

Cmrtl.      the  neceffity  of  the  enlargement ;  and  as  every  petition  fiiould  : 

have  the  appearance  at  leaft  of  fomc  reafon   for  the  prayer  \   ^ 
contained  therein,  he   objefted  to  the  amendment,  on    the  *    : 
ground  that  there  was  no  pretence   for  the  prayer  ;  and  on  a  \ 
Hill  lirmer  ground,  that  it  was  impoffible  accurate  accounts  j*  ) 
of  the  tranfaftions  occafioned  by  the  aft,  could  be  colleftcj  \ 
and  laid  before  the  Houfe.     After  fome  trifling  debate,  how-;  f 
ever,  the  motion  was  carried,    and  fuch  members  as  were  of  i, 
his  Majefly's  privy  council  appointed  to  carry  up  the  addrefs,  \ 
The  tjucftion  was  put,  and  the  refolution  was  agreed  to,  as  ^ 
was  likcwife  that  for  granting  a  duty  on  malt,  mum,  cyder, 
and  perry,   for  the  year  1778 
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Sir    Charles  Cocks   prefentcd    to    the  Houf;  the   following 
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Navy  Office,  November  29,  1777. 
Jn  Aixiunt  of  the  Tranfports  taken  up    or  conira^ed  for  finci 

Sil'lmler  1775   ta   Sc-l^iernber  1777,    defcrihing    the  Tonnage 
.    and  ivhiit  has  been  paid  or  contrctHed  to  he  pciid  for  the  fame. 

Prepared  in  purfuance  of  a  Precept  of  the  Honourable  Hoiife 

ej  Commcns,  dated  November  2.\,  1777. 


:■■ 

Rate  per  To 

■    When  hired. 

No.  of 

Tonnage. 

Per  Calend 

Ships. 

Month. 
A    s. 

1775.    Oftobcr 

20 

56211 
1703/ 

November 

4 

0    10 

December 

41 

Uob'ox 

1776.    January 

41 

9819 

,  February 

95 

23140   . 

0  11 

March 

3^ 

«4S5 

■April- 

8 

1910 

April 
M..y 

10 
15 

4370  J 

0    12 

June^    ■ 

2 

4741 

Auguft 

7 

2040 

September 

2,9 

December 

33 

945« 

1777.  January 

30 

«379^ 

0    II 

April 

1 

377 

May 

4 

1 046 

June 

1 

352 

402  J 

•July 

I 

Hired  in  America 

from 

• 

CQth  Dec.  1775 

U3J 

48 

12457 

0   10 

of  June  )776 

■ 

Hired  at  Amfterda 
March  1776 

m  in 

u 

20740]^ 

Hired    at  Hamburg 
May  .776 

h  in 

]^ 

3350J 

0    1 1 

435 


[31120 


A\'hathas  been  paid  What  remains  to  be 

for  their  Freight.  paid  for  the  fame. 

/.       s.      d.  /,       s.     d. 

723433   10     2  409600  14     o 
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Total. 

/.  s. 

'3203+     -i 
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/. 

Broup,ht  over  113^034     4    :  '    . 

To  which  mny  be  added  the  t'c/Uowing  cx- 

pcnces  incuired   on  the  tranfport   iervice 

within  the  time  aforementioned,     viz. 
An  allowance   for   guns   and    ammunition -i  ••  ; 

provided  fur  the  belter  defence  of  fundry  >         5(^25     O    0  j    ■ 

Sl.i).^.  J  I  J 

Valii':  iKiid  for  feveral  of  tl;e  fliips  taken  bv  ]  ,  || 

the  rebels.  ^  ^  ']      ^S-IS^     7   n|| 

Value   of   hammacoes,    hofes,    ventilators ->  fcj 

and  other  {lores  iflued  on  board  the  feve-  >      I73i&   I2    9  |o 

ral  fliips.  J  ;,  j 

Value  of   gun-boats    and    furniture,     and-j  |' i 

ftores  for  the  batteaux  and  vefl'cls  on  the  >        6206   1 1     c    " 

lakes.  J  = 

Bedding  for  the  men  —  —     22415 

Forage  for  the  horfes  —  —  B227    10  10   ' 

Euild'ing  cabins,   platforms,  flails  and  oLher  "! 

conveniencies  on  board  the  feveral  (liips    J       ^ 
Pilotage  and  light  charges  -  2404   11     5 

Pay  of  agents,    fuperintendants,  purvcj-ors"! 

and  others  employed  on  tranfport  fervice  I 

with  their  difliurfements  at  enibaikatioiis  >     2945S   16  10 

and   difembarkationsj  and  fundry    other  I 

contingencies  J 

1265231      2  II 
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The  whole  amounting  to  the  fum  of  one  million  two  huii-  ! 
drcd  and  fixty-five  thoufand  one  huiidr-.-d  and  thirty-one  '  ; 
pounds  two  fliillings  and  eleven- pence.  I  j 

M.  Suckling.     J.  Williams.     George  Marsh.  |-i 

T.  JjRETT.  R.  TtMPL£.  | 'j 

November  29. 
No  debate.     7\cljourned  to  December  i. 

December   i. 
No  debate. 

Dccimhcr.   2. 

Mr.    Fox    informed    the    iloufe,    that,    agreeable    to  his 

promife,  he   moved  the  Ploul'e,   that  on  a  future  ilay   tlicy 

flioidd  form  themfelves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houff 

10  confider  of  the  Hale  of  the  nation.     He  thought  it  necef 

Li 
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{  r.iry,  he  faid,  to  explain  the  meaning  and  extent  of  the  fe- 
f  tcral  motions  he  meant  to  propofe,  which  he  would  i!o  in 
I  a  very  few  words.  He  meant  then,  that  the  committee 
I  diould  confider  the  expences  that  the  nation  hath  incurred 
I  from  the  American  war,  and  the  refources  that  we  pol- 
'  fcfs  to  raife  the  fiipplies  nccelTaVy  for  its  continuance.  la 
t!ic  fecond  place,  the  lofs  of  men  from  that  war.  Thirdly, 
l';c  fituation  of  trade,  both  with  regard  to  America  and 
Uic  foreign  markets.  Fourthly,  the  prefent  fituation  of  the 
4v.ir,  and  the  ho]ies  that  we  may  rightly  entertain  from  its 
cciitinuance,  and  the  conduft  and  nieafures  of  tlic  prefent 
lilminiftration,  of  a  lafting  peace,  and  alio  our  prefent  litu- 
iiion  in  regard  to  foreign  powers.  And  fifthly,  to  conlidci 
wliit  progrefs  Sir  William  and  Lord  Howe  have  made  in 
confequence  of  the  powers  intrufted  to  them  as  commiilio- 
rcrs,  by  an  aft  of  the  fixteenth  of  his  prefent  Mrjcfty's 
reign,  for  granting  pardons,  Sec.  for  the  purpofc  of  bringing 
aliout  a  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  ■  colonie;. 
Under  thefe  general  heads,  many  other  enquiries  would  arifc, 
and  it  would  be  the  bufinefs  of  the  committee  to  follow  every 
path  that  promlfcd  to  lead  to  a  thorough  inveftigation  and 
ilifcovery  of  the  ilaie  of  the  nation.  If,  coi;tinac3  'vc,  it 
appears  that  the  nation  is  in  a  bad  ftnte,  and  that  tlic  late 
and  prefent  meafures  of  adminifl:ration  have  reduced  u.^  to 
an  extremity,  which  lie  was  afraid  they  certainly  hpd,  anew 
rylkm  muft.be  introduced,  and  a  new  fet  of  minifters  ap- 
pointed ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  nation  thould  be  found  in 
a  flourifhing  ftate,  and  the  prefent  meafures  likely  to  prove 
fuccefsful,  the  prefent  fyftem  fliould  be  by  all  means  con- 
ilnucd,  and  the  prefent  minifters  remain  in  power  ;  for  none, 
lie  was  aflured,  but  the  prefent  minillcrb,  could  profccutc 
(lie  prefent  fyftem. 

Lord  Noiih  laid  he  chearfuUy  agreed  to  the  motion  ofLordAVri. 
t!ic  honourable  gentleman,  and  would  do  all  in  his  power  to 
piomotc  the  great  end  he  had  in  view.  Nothing,  he  faid, 
\u)uld  give  him  more  true  delight,  than  to  convince  the 
Houfc  that  the  ftate  of  the  nation  was  much  miOre  flcurifli- 
ing  than  many  of  the  oppofite  fide  aftually  did,  or  aftec^ed  to 
Ik-Hcvc.  At  the  fame  time  he  hoped  to  be  underftocd,  that 
liis  ready  comjiliance  with  the  moticn  flioukl  preclude  him 
from  tlie  neceifity  of  laying  papers  before  the  Houfe  that 
!i;ar  might  prove  inconvenient,  dangerous,  or  hurtful  to 
jjnvcrnment. 
The  motion  1  aving   pnficd  wiiho'it  a  diyifion. 

.       L'a  Mr. 


nc  exact  re-  ^ 
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Mr.  Fox.         IVIr.  Fox  rofc  again,  and  moved,   that  llie  fecond  of  Fch-  ■ 
ruary    next    be    the  day   appointed   for    tlic    committee  tu  ( 
meet,    to  confider  the  flate  of  the  nation.     He  alfo  moved,' 
that  there  be  laid  before   the  Houfe,   "  An  account  of  all  i 
the    troops,  foreign  and  donicflic,    that  were    or  iiad   been  | 
cnp;nj;ed  in   the  I'ritifli  lervice  fince  the  firfl  of  November,* 
1774."     Alfo,  "  A  lift  of  all  thcflilpsof  war,  iloops,  and  f 
vellels,  that  have  been  engaged  in  the  fervice,    the  numbers^ 
that  have  been  taken,  loft,  or  deftroyed,  with  the  cxaft  re-  f 
turns  of  men  killed  or  taken  prifoners,  from  the 
vember,    1774."     Alfo,    "  The  lafl:  general   retu 
the  hofpitals  belonging  to  his  Majefty  in    Nor 
Alfo,   "  A  lift  of  all  the  fliips  of  war  employed  by  govern- 
ment as  convoys  to  the  trading  fleets  of  this  country."     Alfo, 
"  Copies  of  the  laft  general  monthly  returns  of  all  the  troops 
in  his  Majefty'sfcrvice  within  Great  Britain."     Alfo,   "  Co- 
pies of  the  returns  of  the  troops  in  Ireland  ;    and   copies  of 
the  returns  of   all  the   troops   ia  North   America   and   the 
Weft  Indies."     All  thefe  motions  palled  without  op]-)o(ition. 
He  then  moved,   "  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prcfcnted  to 
his  Majefty,  thaf  his  Majefty   would  be  graciouily  plcafcd 
to  direft,  that  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfc,  copies  of  all 
fuch  papers  as  relate  to  any  ftcps  taken  for  the   fuliilling  of 
that  claufe  of  an  aft,  palll-d  in   the  ftxtccnth   year   of  the 
reign   of  his  prcfent   Majefty,  intituled,    '  An  aft  to  pro- 
liibit  all   tnuie  and   intercourfe    with    the   colonies  of  New  I?; 
Hamjifliire,    Maftachufet's    Bay,    Rhode  Illand,    Conncfti- 
cut,     New    York,     New    Jerfey,     Penfylvania,     the   Threj 
Lower  Counties  on  Delaware,   Maryland,    Virginia,   North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,    and    Gieorgia,    during   the  con- 
tinuance of   the  prclent   rebellion  within   the   laid   colonies 
refpcftively  ;  for  repealing  an  aft   made   in  the   fourteenth 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  to  dilcontinue  the 
landing  and  difcharging,  lailing  or  lliipping,  of  goods,  wares, 
and   merchandize,   at    the    town  and  withm   the  harbour  of 
Bofton,    in  the   province   of  MalTachuftt's  Bay,  ;    and  alfo 
two  afts  made  in  the  laft  feftion  of  Parliament,  for  reftrain- 
ing  the   trade  and  commerce  of  the  colonies  in  the  faid  afts 
relpeftivcly  mentioned  ;    and    to  enable  any  perlbn  or  pcr- 
fons  appointed  and  authorifcd  by  his  Majefty  to  giant   ]);ir- 
tlons,   to  ifluc  proclamations  in  the   cafes  and  for   the  pur- 
polts  therein  mentioned;'   by  which,  perfons  appointed  and 
authorifcd   by    his  Majefty    are  empowered,    under   certiiin 
contlitions,    '  to  dechue  any  colony   or  province,    colonies 
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IT  provinces,  ornny  county,  town,  port,  diilrift,  or  place,  in 
any  colony  or  province,  to  be  at  the  peace  at'  his  Majefty  ;' 
mil  alio  that  his  iV'Iajcfty  would  be  pleafed  to  direft,  that  a 
return  of  luch  colony  or  province,  colonies  or  provinces, 
county,  town,  port,  diftrift,  or  place,  in  any  colony  or 
jirovincc,  as  has  or  have  been  declared  to  be  at  the  King's 
pviice  (purluant  to  the  powers  of  the  faid  aft)  be  laid  be- 
lore  this  Houfc." 

Lord  Nortb.  rofe  in  oppofition  to  this  motion  ;  he  (aid  lieLd. 
muft  objcft  to  it  from  the  reafon  that  papers  produced  during 
t;ic  exiftence  of  a  negotiation,  if  any  had  taken  place,  mail 
he  very  injurious  to  the  caufe.  Ele  was  ready  and  willing 
to  grant  every  reafonable  information  in  his  power  ;  but  he 
rouM  not  confent  tliat  difcoveries  lliould  be  made  prejudicial 
to  [government,  and  to  the  true  interefts  of  this  country. 

^Ir.  Serjeant  JJair  iaiii,   lie  could  not  fee  what  difcovery  Mr. 
could  be  made  in  the  leaft  injurious.     None   was  called   forJ'-'" 
that  the  Americans  did  not  know  already.     They  muft  only 
I;  widield,  he  prefumed,  bccaufe  they   might  prove  injuri- 
oub  to  adminillration  from  being  known  to  the   Houfe  of 
Commons. 

Mr.  Stanley  objefted  to  the  motion  for  fevcral  rcaibns.  ^^r. 
Negotiations,  he  faid,  to  rebels  in  arms,  muft  be  matle 
not  lo  the  people  at  large,  but  to  feleil  bodies,  peihaps  to 
ii-.hviJ.uals ;  and  the  difcovery  of  fuch  bodies  or  men,  miglit 
('raw  upon  them  the  vengeance  of  the  others.  But  in  truili, 
!.c  faid,  he  knew  not  that  any  negotiation  had  been  catered 
into.  With  rebels  in  arms,  ftanding  up  for  independence, 
r.i)  treaty  of  conciliation  could  be  made.  l"he  very  propo- 
htinn  acknowledged  their  independence. 

Mr.  Burke,  obfervcd,  tliat  he  never  heard  the  noble  lord  Mr 
(l.nrd  North]  behave  with  fo  much  cantlour,  gcnerofuy,  and 
1,  uit,  as  to-day  ;  he  had  agreed  to  every  tittle  of  his  friend's 
'ipicft  ;  he  had  publiflied  a  bond  wherein  he  granted  all  ; 
';  ..!  m  the  end  wa>;  inferted  a  little  defcafanee,  with  1  power 
o:  revocation,  by  which  he  prefervcd  himfelf  from  the  cxe- 
iJtion  of  every  grant  he  had  made.  His  conduft,  he  faid, 
tnni:uled  him  of  a  certain  governor,  who,  when  he  arrived 
■«'.  iiis  place  of  ."ippointmcnt,  fat  down  to  a  table  coveied 
«.!h  profufion,  and  abounding  with  every  ilainty  and  deli- 
c^y  that  art,  nature,  and  a  provident  (teward  could  iV.r- 
t.f?i\ ;  hut  a  pigmy  pliyfician,  who  watched  over  the  health 
<;'  the  governor,  excepted  to  one  difli,  becaufe  it  was  dif- 
..;'r:,-.ble;    to  another,    becaufe  it  was  hard  of  digellion  ; 

to 
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to  a  third,  hecaufc  it  was  unliealthy  ;   aiul  in  this  prop;rcfii\( 
nioile,    rolihcd  the  governor  of  every  dilli  en  taSk',   and  lii'i 
him  without  a  dinner;   alludinj;  to  Ccrvaatc.'  liumourous  ac- 
count  of  Sancho  Panza,    in  liis  government  of    Jjarataria. 
He   anfwered  minutely  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Stanley,  ex- 
pofed  the  folly  of  the  idea,  that  we  muft  not  negotiate  with 
the  Americans  until  they  had  renounced  their  claim  of  intlc-  ; 
pen  lance.     Are  they  not,  he  obfcrved,  in  pofleflion  ?    Are  , 
they  not   independent,    de  faSluP    I'hey    pullefs    the  wholt  j, 
country   of  America.     What  wc  have,  \vc  have  gained  by  { 
arms.     If  we  have  a  government  in  America,   it  is  founded  ■ 
npon  conqucfl,  iince  they  fet  up  their  independence  ;  and  as  '■ 
they  enjoy  the  right,  dc  faBn^  and  wc  alone  dcjnrc,  wc  mud  , 
and  ought  to  treat  with  them  on  the  terms  of  a  fncderal  union,  I 
Pie  inllanctd  the  fuppofition  of  a  treaty  with  France.     The  I 
King  of  Britr.in  enjoys  the  right  de  jiiyc  to  the  kingdom  of  j 
France;    th.e  French  King  enjoys  it  dc  facli  ;    he   is  merely  [ 
a  Congrelii  ufurpcr  ;  and   yet  \\'ould   it  he   argued,   that  no  f 
treaty  of  peace  could  take  place  with  him  until  he  had  vc- { 
nonnced   his  claim.     He  begged   to  have  leave  to  conlulct  f 
the  eflcfls  that  would  arife  from  a  renunciation  of  their  indc-  j 
pcndcncc.     By  renouncing  their  independence,  they  nc:know- 
Icdgcd  their  rebellion;  by  acknowledging  tlieir  relicllion,  they- 
acknowledged  their  criiTie  ;     by  their    crime    they  were  de- 
prived of  llicir   rights  ami  obnoxious  to  puniihment.     In  fucii 
cafe,  no  conciliation  nor  treaty  could  be  made  confillent  with 
the  honour  of  the  Briiiili  name  ;  fo    that   terms  of  negotia- 
tion mull  be   entered  into   during  their   independence.     He 
faid,  that  the  aft  on  which  Lord  and  Sir  ^Villiam  Howe  v.'cre 
veiled  with  their  commiflions,  propofes  two   methods  to  be 
prdCfcutedto  bring  about  a  peace  ;  the  one  by  force  of  arms, 
and  the  other  by  terms  of  conciliation.     It  would    be    ncccf- 
fary,  he  laid,  to  inquire  if  tioth  thcfe  methods  had  been  prac- 
tifed;  the  firft  he  was   fenfible,   and  all  mufc  know,  had  been 
indeed  tried,  but  he  was  afraid  the  fecond  had  not,    ehc  why 
v.irc  not    New-York,   Statcn    and    Long-Iilands,  with  any 
<''.!ii.i' territory  we  ai-e  in  polVcliion  of,   reftored  to  the  Kiiii^'s 
pracc.      Governor  Tryon,  he    '"aul,    had  written  to   (jencral 
1  lowe  for  the  purpoie  of  removing  New-York  to  the    Kini!,'s 
pc.'.re.      Cicncral    Mnwc    anfwered,   that  he  could    not  do  it    -.A 
without  the  concurrence  of  tli;-  f;  crer-ry  of  Hare,   and  there  Pa 
itllopped.     This,  he  hoped,  v.riuld    be    p.irlicularly  cntpiircil   ;,!jj 
into.      He  fiipporved  ilie  priipiiay  of  hii  honourab' 
mot'on,  on  fevcral  other  !;roands  e:iv,;'.':Iv   able  and 
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Jrtl  concluded  with  faying,  Ui:it  he  hope  J  his  friend  woul  J  not 
drpart  from  a  tittle  of  his  propofition. 

Mr.  Diiiniing  faid,  he  highly  approved  the  motion  of  h'n  Mr 
Jioiiourable  friend,  and  he  hoped  that  he  would  perfiH;  in  it  ro  "": 
its  full  extent,  llius  indefinite,  the  Committee  may  en-jViive 
iiuo  every  tranfaftion  of  the  commiflioners,  and  from  diat 
i.nvcftigation,  every  meafure  of  the  miniftry,  relating  to  the 
■.JTTie  end,  would  be.  hid  open.  At  the  fame  time  he  owned, 
if  his  honourable  friend  had  applied  to  him  as  a  counfcl  for 
advice  on  the  propriety  of  making  fuch  motion,  he  certainly 
Hiould  have  objefted  to  it,  and  that  for  this  plain  veafon — 
(!ut  fuch  motions  now-a-days  produce  nothing  but  an  an- 
fwcr.  He  then  reverted  to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Stanley,  in 
regard  to  the  difcovery  of  individuals  by   the    cxpofure  of 

r:pcrs.  He  favv  no  danger  that  could  attend  fuch  cxpofure. 
i  A,  B.  C.  and  D.  have  been  engaged  in  a  fair  and  equitable 
negotiation,  what  hurt  could  follow  from  the  difcovery  of 
;,  thfir  names  ?  It  is  notto  be  fuppofed,  that  any  unfair  treaty 
h.is  been  entered  into,  for  it  is  a  felf-evidcnt  propofition,  that 
tiiDpcring  with  an  individual   in  an  indireft    manner,   could 

f  produce, no  decilive  effort.  He  begged  the  Houfc  to  confider 
live  peculiar  propriety  of  the  prefent  motion.  The  conimif- 
fioi!  to  Lord  and  Sir  William  Howe,  he  faiit,  followed  uj^oii 
sn.ift  originating  in  this  Houfe  ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  this 
I  I  loufc  to  examine  the  tranfaclions  that  had  follov/cd  tlii.Ir 
appointment.  He  concludeflby  obferving,  that  he  had  rifcn 
t.'jflKakon  the  fuhjcft,  in  hopes  that  a  further  debate  miglit 
Jrifc  upon  it  ;  and  that  the  majority  might  not  fucceed,  in 
their  clamour,  for  a  conclufion.  Confcious  of  their  fupcrio- 
r;ty  in  point  of  number,  they  are  not  anxious  for  fuperiority 
ia  point  of  argument  or  right  ;  but  for  once  lie  hoped,  that 
evcnargujnent  and  right'would  bear  fome  uvay  in  a  cj^uefliou 
cf  fuch  magnitude  and  importance. 

Tiic  Attorney-General  replied  to  Mr.  Dunning,  and  wa?  M 
rontending  againfl  the  ill  policy  v/hich  it  would  be  in  ;idmini-  •'''=' 
lV.ition  to  give  fuch  information  at  the  prefent  criric:d  mo- 
m:at;  [when  news  came  from  the  Lords,  that  the  miiiiflers  in 
j'lC  upper  Houfe  had  agreed  to  the  fame  motion,  made  by  the 
O'cke  of  Richmond.  This  intelligence  produced  a  great 
dcil  of  laughter  amongft  the  minority,  and  the  whifper 
;  reaching  the  Attorney-General,  threw  him  into  a  little 
Oinfuhon;  but  having  recovered  from  it,  he  quitted  tlic 
df fence  of  adminlfLration]  and  faid,  that  let  miniftcrs  do  as 
f'  they  plcafed  in  this  or  nny  other  Houfcj  he,  as  a  member  of 
■*'  ^  parliament 
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Paiiiament,  never  would  give  liis  vote  foi'  makina;  pul'lic  the 
circumftances  of  n  ncgotinticn  duriiiL;  its  iirogixf;.  [How- 
ever this  did  not  flifle  the  laugh,  which  continued  for  Ibmc 
time.] 

Mr.  T.  ^Ar.  T.  Towii/lKiid^nfwcrcd    the  ^Attorney-General;   ami 

Town/u„j.  |-^jj^  j..^^|.  jj^g  -^^^.^^  negotiation  had  pi'oved  incfl'eclual,  hut 
had  not  laid  for  what  reafon  it  had  failed  ;  indeed  Govern- 
ment had  poorly  excuf^d  the  failure,  by  faying  the  Ameri- 
cans had  fet  up  for  independence,  and  would  not  depart 
from  tliat  claim,  and  for  that  reafon  the  negotiation  faileil. 
The  Congrefi,  on  the  other  hand,  declare,  that  it  broke  off, 
becaufe  commiflioners  could  not,  or  would  not  flicw  their 
powers  and  commiffion.  If  the  rcalbn  on  our  fide  be  true, 
what  repreheniion  doth  not  adminiftration  merit,  for  notfeiid- 
ing  forth  their  commillioners  before  the  claims  of  indepen- 
dence were  let  vip  }  He  averred  it  as  a  hi\,  the  Iloiife  know 
it,  and  the  minillry  dare  not  deny  it,  that  the  ccnimiffioners  (j 
were  not  fcnt  out  till  fix  months  after  pafling  ilie  act.  This 
criminal  or  wilful  negligence  gave  rife  to  the  claim  of  inde- 
pendence  ;  that  alone  roufed  them  to  a  fcnfc  of  their  iitua- 
tion,  and  the  danger  that  hung  upon  them.  Hc.O.id,  he  was  i'j 
more  itirprifed  at  an  anecdote,  that  ir.Uant  broui^ht  intolhe 
Houfc,  than  ever  he  had  bcjn  at  :.';]  the  former  inflances  of 
minifterial  abfurdity.  Wc  a.-e  told  here,  that  the  paper!  i| 
cannot  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  becaufe  the  dilcovery  may  \ 
be  hurtful  to  adminiflration ;  th^y  may  contain  circum-  ■,  .1 
fiances  inconvcni(.nL  to  be  known,  injurious,  and  perhaps  fa-  ■'  -| 
tal  to  the  ftate,  ^.urh  w:--;  ■'.:<:  h:igi':i;';c  of  the  noble  LorJ,  i  ' 
and  yet,  mark  the  coniei|a-!icc,  the  motion  had  palicd  in  tlic  \.\ 
upjier  Houfe.  The  papers,  and  a  full  difclofure  oi  every  |  '] 
hurtful,  inconvenient,  injurious,  and  perhaps  fatal  circum-  ^  ' 
ftance,  is  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Is  this  a  ■■  j 
language  proper  for  this  Houfe  ?  Is  this  a  treatment  that  the  \  "j 
veprefcntativcs  of  freemen  can  bear?  We  are  not  to  be  trufled;  ;  j 
wc  muft  not  know  fecrcts ;  our  fuperiors  indeed  may  fearch  }'  j 
into  the  flate  of  the  nation,  but  we  arc  too  dangerous  or  ton  ! 
infignificant  to  be  trufted.  I  will  not  make  further  commcm  I 
on  tiiis  affair;  it  is  one  of  tliofe  glaring  abufes  which  ftrikes  !  ' 
to  the  heart  without  elucidation.  '    I 

Ld.  Ncytl:  Lord  North  arofe  and  allured  the  Houfe,  that,  notwith-  ;  j 
ftap.dmg  whathad  happened  in  another  place,  he  was  lliU  oi  ,  ,/ 
ojilnion  tiiat  the  motion,  as  it  then  flood,  was  of  an  c.vtcnt  j 
which  neither  wifdom  nor  found  policy  could  agree  with,  f'  | 
There  was  one  paper  in  particular  wiiich  he  thought  highly  j  .^ 
^  impro 


A.  1777.  DEBATES. 

i'v.in-oper  to  be  made  public,  viz.  the  inftvuftions  to  I  ord  and 
Ocneral  Howe.  It  was  dangerous  and  unprecedented  10  give 
I'licli  papers  to  the  public  pending  a  negotiation.  Had  the 
.  motion  been  in  a  more  narrow  compais,  and  related  only  to 
tiic  Reps  taken  in  conlequcnce  of  their  power,  he  would  have 
readily  joined  with  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  it. 
If  the  motion  was  carried  in  another  place,  he  prefumed  it 
iniglit  bewith  fuch  qualification; 'Bt  all  es-ents  he  hai.1  one 
confolation;  gentlemen  would  be  convinced  at  Icaft,  that  it 
was  not  from  any  motives  of  perfonal  fear  or  confcious  cul- 
pability, that  the  King's  minifters  had  defircdto  withold  the 
informatioii  moved  for.-  He  grew  warm  :  he  faid,  whatever 
tficft  the  anecdote  brought  into  the  Houfe  might  have  on  the 
rioufe  at  large,  he  Ihould,  for  his  own  part,  adhere  to  his 
former  opinion.  He  faid,  he  thought  it  extremely  diforderly 
to  mention  what  paffed  in  anotlier  Houfe,  in  order  to  infi\;- 
cncc  the  determinations  of  this.  What  the  other  Houfe  had 
iloiie,  or  might  grant,  was  nothing  to  that.  The  Houfe  of 
Commons  were  not  to  be  guided  in  their  deliberations  by  any 
cxtrinfic  conlideration  whatever.  They  never  had,  nor  lie 
ti'ufted  ne\'er  would.  They  were  nn  independent  body,  and 
he  hoped  they  would  not  change  their  fcntimcnts,  merely  on 
tlic  account  of  an  unauthenticated  anecdote.  Tb.e  King's 
fcrvants  in  the  other  Houfe  were  mod  certainly  intruiled 
witli  the  fecrets  of  adminlftration  :  they  were  confequently 
competent  judges  for  themfelves,  what  ought,  and  what  ought 
not  tobe  difclofcd;  but  for  liis  own  part  he  lUll  adhered  to 
his  former  opinion,  that  no  part  of  a  negotiation  ought  to  be 
made  public,  till  it  was  finally  concluded,  or  broke  ofr. 

Mr.  T.  Tovjiijhend  contended,  he  was  not  liiforderly  ;  that  ■*•''' 
nothing  was  more  ufual,  than  to  take  notice  of  what  palictl  in  "^"■' 
the  other  Houfe  ;  that  a  knowledge  of   each  others  delibera- 
tions and  general  fentiments  was  the  prime  motive  for  relax- 
ing the  refpeftive  {landing  orders  of  each  Houfe;  and   open- 
ing their  doors  to  each  other;   and  that  as  to  the  cafe   imme- 
diately before  them,   he  fliould  mention  a  particular  cir.-um- 
■   Aancc,  which  happened   but    a  few  days   before  in  the  oilier 
llnufe;  when   amotion  being  made   for    papers    by  a  nr.ljjc 
])ukc  [Duke  of   Richmond]   it  was    obicftcd  to    by   a  n.,I)lc 
F.arl   in  oflicc  [Earl  of  Suffolk]  but   when    ihc  no'hk-    Dukr 
replied,  that  a  limilar  motion  had  been  agreed  to  in  ihe  nili, . 
Houfe,  the    noble    Lord    withdrew   hib  ojipoiliiorj,    and   in- 
ft.tiitly  acquiefced. 
Vol.  Vm.  M  v  Mr, 
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lu  Dan.        '\h.  Dunning  roo]c  merit  to   himfclf,  he  (iiid,   from    being 
"'"J-  the  cauTe  of  coatinuing  the  debate,  lince  ii  had  intioduccd  ;in 

ni^ecdote  of  the  ufmoll   coafeqneucc,  and   which    lie  hoiiej 
would  penetrate  to  the  heart  of 'every  nienilier  in  the  Houfe; 
he  was   ibrry,    he     faid,    lliat  ihe  learned    L^enikin.m   who 
fpokc  before  liim  afl"e(5lcd  to   be  i;.;nor:i!it  of  the  terms  mino- 
rity and    majority;  he  was  certain,   if    he  pU-afed,    lie  coulJ 
give  a  very  clear  definition  of  them,   for  he  was  occafionally 
an    adherent   of    both.       He    did   not  think,    however,  thiit 
the    noble    Lord    would  be    in    a  minority,     un'efs   he  had 
given  inftrufkions  to   fome  of  his  adherents  to   leave  him. 
[Here  the  Speaker  called    him   to  ortkr]  when   he    declared, 
he  had  broke  no  jioint  of  order,    and  thought  himfclf  iuilificd 
in  proceeding.     That  the  noble  Lord  would   be   of  a    nujo-  >,j 
vity  he  was  convinced,   and    therefore    he    could  v>-!fli  to  ad-  '| 
drclb  himfclf  to  the  members  who  woujd  compofe  that  majo-   ,/| 
ricy.      He  begged  them  to  confider  the  manner  in  which  they  || 
were  treated;  they  were  held  unworthy   to  be  trufted  with  a  tj 
recret ;  they  were  told   it  would  be    fatal  to  truft  them  ;  and  fj 
'  yet  this  mighty  fecrct   was  thrown    upon  a  board  in  another  Wt 
place,    that    every  news-paper  reader  in    London    might  !>>  ^; 
truftcd  w*ilh  it.      He  begged  them  to  retleft  on  the  imp'ortam 
fituation  which  they  hekl  their    refponfibility   to    a   body  01 
free  and  independent  reprelentativcs,   and  tiic  regard   due  to 
their  ov.'n  hono'urs  as  men  and  member.^  of  a    liniilh  Tailia-  \f: 
nient.      He  was  pointing  out  tb.e  inconfiflenc)-  of  the  Houfc  t^ 
firft  aiking   for  information,  and  then  refufiug  to  grant  it  to  ■.' 
theinlclvcs,  v/hen.  ^  |i 

Sir  FLui-cr      IV],-.  Sj'^^iksr  iaid,  he  truRed  the  Kouf:  would  give  him  crc  J?- 
N.r,o;i.       j;t^   when  he  affured  the  learned  gentleman,  whom    he  took  V 
the  liberty  now  to  interrupt,  that  nothing   ])artla.l  or  peiron,;]  !v 
was  meant.      He  found  it  to  be  ncceifa.ry  ;    he  knew   it   10  he  fi 
Ills  duty.      It  was  the  cuftom  of  that  Houfc,   v<  adhere  to  one   .| 

certain  rule -The   rule  was,   that    n.o    perfoii  fliould  twice   >:( 

rife  to  fpeak  to  the  fame  queflion,  tinleU  to  explain  :  tha  '£ 
rule  was  departed  from,  in  the  prclent  inftancc,  by  Ins  J 
learned  friend,  having  been  up  bci'bre.  He  therefore  liopcd,  ' 
while  he  afted  f.'.ir  and  impartial  in  the  flifch.arge  of  his  dutv,  ij 
he  would  have  the  fupport  of  the  Houie  ;  if  not,  they  mull  f: 
take  the  confeciucnccs.  l^' 

i-'r.  D^r..         Mr.  D'/W'i/.'(^  e/ccuipated  the  chair  from   any  defigned  par 
''''"^'  tialiiy.      He  could   not,  however,   avt;;J.  taking  notice,  ika 

the  f-.me  irregularity  was  permitted  to  be  ]ira(!:tilcd  by  gentle 
.  Tvxii  "P-  the  other  fide  of  th.e  Koiif:'.     Neverthclef;,  if  the  ruY-  |^ 
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"a^  llriftly  enfoi'ccd,  he  would  be  content ;  if  not,  he 
''\)kcd  upon  himfch' equally  intitlcd  to  indul^Jence  with  any 
t;;licr  member. 

Ciowemor  Jobiijroif:  adverted  in  a  Uidicrous  manner  to  the  Gty.Jti';. 
artiiicial  partion  into  which  the  noble  Lord  had  worked  liim--^''"'" 
idl'up;  he  apologized  for  him,  by  obferving,  that  it  was  no- 
iliing-  wonderful  to  fee  a  miniftcr  very  angrv  indeed,  at  being- 
left  in  fo  awkward  a  lituation.  He  faid,  the  war  had  been 
lallcdthe  war  of  Parliament;  it  was  made  in  afiertiun  of  the 
pretended  rights  of  Parliament;  it  was  begun,  carried  on,  and 
fiipported  by  Parliament,  and  muft  be  cnd,ed  by  them  :i!unc. 
AVliere  the  war  originated,  there  peace  fiiould  origir.atc---in 
iliat  Houfe  ;  the  propofitions  of  peace  muil  conic  fi-om  them, 
or  there  never  would  'oe  a  peace  at  all.  The  rcftraining  rnf^s 
iiiuft  be  firfl  aboliflicd  ;  thofe  unjuft  and  impolitic  aft-, 
>\hlch,  by  condemning  the  innocent  equally  with  tl'-eguiitVj 
made  it  the  interefl  of  our  friends  to  league  with  our  cnc- 
niic..;  and,  as  a  necefTary  conlcquence,  did  adtually  produce 
that  very  independence  which  now  fecmed  to  iT;and  fo  much  in 
tlic  way  of  our  negotiators,  fie  faid,  the  Congrefs  was  in 
5,cncral  compofcd  of  gentlemen  ;is  liberal  and  reipcftable  as 
live  members  then  litting  with  him;  there  were  indeed  about 
Inuror  iive  factious  fpirits  ;unong{l:  tliem,  wh.o  have  been 
ciKiblcd  to  carry  their  views  to  the  height  they  have  done,  b\" 
r,.)  other  means  than  ihe  violent  obftinacy  and  impolitic  mea- 
furcs  of  minillry.  If  we  had  not  end.cavcir.Ld  to  letrench 
t'.icir  liberty,  they  never  could  have  attaincd---they  nc'cr 
would  have  fought,  independence.  He  took  notice  of  tlie 
ilourilliing  flateto  which  America  had  attained  in  a  very  few 
vrirs  before  our  invafion  of  her  liberties,  and  imputed  that 
iinprovement  to  the  freedom  of  her  laws  wlfich  Great  Britain 
!;a'.l  given  her — an  epitome  of  our  own  government,  '['his 
wssafecret  which  England  firll  difcovered,  of  rendering  her 
;;uvfrnment  in  the  exireinities  of  her  wide  empire  as  compail 
jad  ikong  as  lliat  of  other  free  nations  had  been  weak  and 
ir.ttfeflual-— their  colonlUs  were  llaves  ;  Britain  had  made 
:.crs  free  as  herlldf!  in  liipport  of  tlfis  argument  he  inftanced 
ilie  continued  wars,  tumults,  outrages,  and  weaknefs  of  our 
g.H'trnments  in  tire  Eaft-lndies — becaufe  there  is  no  fice- 
il'ini  there-— they  are  governed  in  Leadcnhall-ftrect.  He 
liioughtit  neccifary,  on  account  of  the  very  diftrafted  ftate  of 
cur  alfaira  in  that  country,  to  give  notice,  that  he  would,  on 
lomc  future  day,  move  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  comnnttte  on 

Colonel 
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Colonel  Barrc  flieweJ  fome  humour  upcn  the  cmbarraff' 
nitnt  of  the  noble  Lord.     It  was  enough   to  make  any  pre- 
mier  not  only  angry,  but  mad,  to  fee  himfelf  reduced  to  fucli 
a  dilemma — either  to  vote  that  what  was  proper  to  be  com- 
municated to  the  Lords,  was  not  fit  for  the  ear  of  the  Com-  ' 
mons — or  to  intreat  his  friends,    who  have  hitherto  carried  I 
him  through  every  oppofition,   to  leave  him  on  this  occafion  !. 
in  an  awkward  minority.     He  wiflicd   to  know  with   what  ! 
grace  his  Lordfliip  could  {land  up  in  that   Houfe,  and  fay;  ' 
*'  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and,  through  them,   all    the   nation 
xjliall  know  thefe  things;  but  wifdom  and  found  policy  com-  ' 

I  el  me  to  keep  them  a  fecrct  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons." 
f  the  noble  Lord  were  of  that  fcntiment,  he  advlfecl  him  to  ■ 
carry  his  patrioti-fm  ftill  further,  and  impeach  thole  minifters,  ; 
Ivho,  contrary  to  wifdom  and  found  policy,  had  dared  to  be-  , 
tr.ty  the  King's  fecrets  in  the  Houfe  of  Loids.     If  his  Lord-  i 
jhip  would  take  this  flep,  the  Colonel  was  ready  to  join  him, 
and  recommended  him  for  further  lupport  to   a  member  then  i 
fitting  near  him  [thi;  Solicitor-General]  wlio,    when   he  ufcd  * 
to  divide  with  minorities,  e;:prdled  a  iondncfs  for  imi)eacli.  |' 
mcnts,   [alluding  to  his  promifed  impeachment  of  Lord  Hillf-  {.1:      j 
borough,  for  his  official  conduft,  as  fecretary  of  flate  for  the  |      j 
.colonies;']  and  now  that  he  was  likely  to  be  again  in  a  mi-    !. 
norlty,    might  probably   feel    a    return  of    the  fame  incli-   ?i 
nation. 

To  grant  a  motion  for  p:;pcrs  to  be  laid  before  one  Houfe,  (; 
and  rcfufe.,  it  to  another,  wa^  fuch  an  indignity,  as  he  hoped 
.the    r.ritifh  Houfe  of  Commons  would  not  iulmiit  to.     As 
the  giving  them  to  one  was,   in   faft,   giving   them  to  both. 
No  argument  could  be  oiFered  to  reconcile  to  common  fenfe 
the  rejeftion  of  the  motion  then  on  the  table,  except  the  mi- 
.nifler  would  venture  to  fay,  iliat  their  lordlbips,  in  anodici  t 
jilacc,  are  too  much  above  attending   to  the  aifairs  of  the  ns- fc. 
tion ;  and  that    papers    on    tluir    table  may   lie   imnotied,  S- 
which,  in  the  lower  Hou!e,  would  meet  a  vcrv  w^irm  dif-  \ 
ca!l:on.     If  that  was  the  miniucr's  idea,  he  took,  as  a  fortof  J 
.compliment,  the  kncwletige  which  his  Lordlhip  fcemcd  to  have  [ 
of  v)h- trim  of   that  iloul'e.      His    Lordlliip's  wamith  in  liii  j 
Tirefent  novelty  of  fituation,  might  teach  him  to  make  allow- 
■imec  for  the  heat  of  thoie  gentlemen,    who,    glowing   with  a 
gencr-jus  fire,  with  truth  and  reatbn  on  tlieir  fides,    are  often] 
unfortunately  in   a  minority.     I'he   minifler  delerved   froinl 
them  afimilar  ind.ulj^ence,  wh::n   he  accidcntallv  fouiii!  h 
i'cii   ii    a   aunorHv-",-a  c.biaM:   minoiiiv  !     He   con-luJeJ  j 
'  .  '  wiii 
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\iith  congratulations  to  bis  Lordfliip  on  his  prcfent  liappy 
liiiiation. 

'['\\e  Solicitor-O^iieral  [poke  rgainft  tlic  indefinite  latitude  Mr. /'Vi- 
rf  tlie  motion  :  he  contended,  that  the  exprcllions  uled  in  the''''^'-"''* 
r1rl>ateof  "  granting  or  refuiing"'  information,  did  not  apply 
•oadminiftration,  but  to  the  Houfe's  granting  or  refufing  the 
I'rojiolitions  which  might  come  from  any  of  its  members  in- 
ilividually ;  therefore  the  words  carried  no  infult  to  the 
lloufe;  neither  was  it  any  indignity  to  the  members,  tliat 
iaformation  Ihould  be  rcfufed  to  one  Houfe  which  liad  been 
granted  to  another — if  tlie  Houfe  dcfired  it — it  could  not  be 
Tcfiifcd.  The  queftion  then  was,  whether  the  Houfe  flioukl 
^'.:dge  it  proper  to  grant  or  refufe  what  was  defired  by  fome  of 
Its  members.  Gentlemen,  who  thought  it  a  fiight  on  that 
lloufe  to  contefl  the  motion  an  inftant  after  it  was  carried  in 
.mother  place,  Ihould  rccoUcft,  that  whilfl  they  feem  to  lup- 
]);)rt  their  dignity,  they  ;ire  abfolutely  trampling  upon  it; 
h:u1  he  wondered  any  gentleman  would  venture  to  fay,  in  thai 
Ihnifc— "  the  Hoale  of  Lords  have  determined  to  do  this, 
---therefore  we  nuiil  do  it  alio.'* 

Mr.  Fox,  in  fupport  of  his  own  motion,  obfcrved,  that  Mr.  r«. 
Wic  only  argument  which  had  been  offered  againft  it,  was  now 
overturned  by  tlie  vote  of  the  Lords the  danger  of  betray- 
ing fccrets.  Thofe  Iccrcts  were  laid  open  by  the  rclbluii^n 
of  the  upper  Houlc  ;  it.wns  therefore  no  lon;;tr  an  argument 
l.j  he  refuted,  lie  would  not  rtcetb- from  ilic  literal  extent 
of  the  motion.  The  inft ruftions  to  our  commiflionors,  w'lich 
tlie  noble  Lord  wanted  to  conceal,  were  a  principal  object  to 
Ir.m,  He  was  told  of  a  pending  negotiation;  it  was  already 
pending  for  two  years,  and  if  it;  was  to  continue  for  twenty 
move,  the  fame  reafon  would  hold  good  till  then,  againfi:  an 
enquiry  into  them,  and  the  reafons  why  they  have  not  fuc- 
cccded.  As  yet  no  viliblc  good  elfeft  lias  been  experienced 
froin  the  granting  tlieiu,  except  the  income  of  one  huiKhcrl 
[Xiunds  a  week  to  each  of  the  comrailfioncrs.  Lord  Nortti 
fnid,  he  had  mentioned  that  tlio'e  inilrLiiSlions  had  been 
moved  for  before,  and  refufed  for  the  li>me  reafon  now  ad- 
vanced, ftwasnot  riglit  to  ilifi^lofe  them  at  that  time.  Is 
then  that  never  to  be  granteil,  which  has  licen  once  rcfufed  ? 
Isthe  glorious  right  of  being  ignorant  of  puijlic  affairs  never 
to  be  given  up?  Arc  we  to  tell  our  rtinftit.ucnts,  wc  are 
.iii'tfu  to  be  trufted  with  the  knowledgcof  pulilic  tranfailions  ? 
thole  are  only  to  be  communicated  to  tlie  Houl'e  of  Lords  ! 
I  iiiay  be  told  ('  lid  lie)  we  are  eonijuduig  for  a  very  trifling 
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matter,  anJ  when  all  the  fleps  taken  towards  a  p:iciticatio>i 
are  laid  before  us,  they  will  amount  to  nothing:  their  ciTccl  i\ 
wrilof  courfe  be  nothing.  Yet  I  will  contend,  drat  thole  two  '  ! 
nothings  will  amount  to  fomething.  You  know,  ^h•.  \  '■ 
Speaker,  that  in  your  profeHion  there  is  a  form  of  returning  '  \ 
a  writ  «//)//,  or  nothing;  yet,  Sir,  you  well  know,  that  arc-  '  ' 
turn  of  two  nibih  amount  to  z  fcin  fucias,  \vhich  is  a  ;)o\ver-  :  ,; 
fill  fomething.  Now  the  fomething  that  would  be produccil  ■■  j 
by  the  two  iiibUs,  which  may  be  returned  to  us  upon  the  pre-  •.  \ 
fent  enquiry,  will  be  a  conviftion  to  the  nation,  as  well  a;  ; 
to  this  Houfe,  of  the  incapacity  or  abfoluto  diiinclinatioii  in  •; 
admlniftration  to  put  an  end  to  the  diftraftions  with  whicli 
this  empire  is  torn;  and  enable  us  to  aj^ply  an  efi'cftual  re-  | 
medy  to  thofe  dlfordcrs,  before  the  folly,  madnefs,  or  wic-  J 
kedncfs  of  miniflers  lliall  have  brought  us  to  a  ftatc  of  irre-  *  ,1 
tricvcablc  ruin.  -Bylliewingus  the  caufes  why  part  ntgoti-  i'\ 
atlons  have  failed,  it  will  perhaps  point  out  a  new  mode  of  \  ' 
proceeding,  wliich  may  be  free  from  thofe  difliculties  l\\ix  ij 
have  caufed  our  paft  mifcarriagcs.  Convinced  perhaps  of  the  V  J 
incfiicacy  of  violent  remedies,  we  may  learn,  though  late,  to  li 
prcfcribc  lenitives.  For  two  years  that  a  certain  noble  Lord  \-\ 
has  prelidcd  over  American  afTairs,  the  nioft  violent,  fcalp-  .  "I 
ing,  tomahawk  nieafures  have  been  purfued  : — blcetling  has  |  ij 
been  his  only  prefcription.  If  a  people  deprived  of  their  an-  \^ 
tient  rights  are  grown  tumultuous--  bleed  tlicm  !---if  they  ['a 
arc  attacked  with  a  fpirit  of  inUirreftion---blccd  tlicin  !---i't  '^A 
their  fever  Ihould  rife  into  rebellion — bleed  them,  cries  this  '<  \ 
ftatc-phyfician  !  more  blood  !  inorc  blood  !  Hill  more  blood  !  |  | 
When  Dr.  Sangrado  (faid  he)  had  pcrfevercd  in  allmibr  f,  I 
praiRicc  of  blcetling  his  patients, — killing  by  the  very  means  |i 
which  he  uftd  for  a  cure---his  man  took  the  libcity  to  re-  |:;J 
jnonrcrate  upon  the  necellity  of  relaxing  in  a  praiticc  to  ij-^^ 
which  thoufands  of  their  patients  had  fallen  facriliccs,  and  UA 
which  v.'as  beginning  to  bring  their  names  into  difrep'ite,  >  ^ 
The  doftor  nnfwercd,  I  believe  we  have  indeed  carrietl  the  »  ' 
luatrcr  a  little  too  far,  but  vou  muft  know  I  have  written  a  1  i 
book  upon  tlie  cflicacy  of  tliis  praiflice,  therefore,  though  |.1 
every  patient  we  have  fliould  d.ic  by  it,  we  muft  continue  the  \\ 
bletiliiig  for  the  credit  of  my  book. ---He  alked  tiio  nobis  |j 
I-ord,  who  had  often  held  V^''a(hington  and  his  army  very  | 
cheap,  what  idea  he  cutertain'-d  of  their  courage  and  abilities  fej 
fmcc  he  reed  the  accounts  arrived  that  day  ?  m^ 

Mc  faid,  a  few  days  ago   he  dropped    a  fufpicion  of  fome  *J 
divill.'ii  in  adminiftration,  conceived  from  a  circumllance  of  ^ 
4.  '■■  rcadin!;  f.j 
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•fjding  tlie  King's  fpeech  at  the  houfc  of  n  certain  nohle  Lord 
f,ltlic(!ay  before  it  was  (.Iclivcred  in  Parliament.  'i"l;c  pre- 
.Tiicr  then  contradiftcd  him,  and  talked  largely  of  their  una- 
(i'mity;  but  now  his  words  were  verified,  from  the  didlrcnt 
i'cfitimcnt  of  miniflers  in  the  upper  and  thofe  in  the  lower 
Houfc:  and  hence  he  was  warranted,  he  thoiiglit,  in  drawing 
I'lisconclufion — that  he,  whofe  fentiments  fecmed  moft  rea- 
'  jin:iblc,  was  the  moll  inconfiftent  in  his  condnft.  The  noI)lc 
Loril  at  the  head  of  the  treauiry  always  profeilcd  adifpofi- 
l;on  for  peace  ;  yet  would  not  give  any  proofs  that  he  liad 
JiU-n  afinglcftcp  towards  obtainingit---but  the  niinitler  in 
i'lothcr  houfe  had  ever  declared,  that  it  was  Ids  o])inion  no- 
Tlinp;  ought  to  be  done  by  ris  towards  a  pacification  ;  he  there- 
fore lliewed  no  obieftion  to  produce  papers,  \vhich,  in  tclli- 
r,-iny  of  his  confiflency,  would  fliew  tliat  nothing  had  been 
'  ({'at.  He  concluded  with  a  fuggcdion  to  fuch  members  as 
ti'ked  fometimes  of  being  independent  in  their  prmciplcs, 
i!unigh  they  kipported  adminiftration  ;---telling  them,  if  they 
iu\  not  on  this  occafion  {land  up  for  the  dignity  of  the  Houfc 
';  r-cy  could  never  after  wipe  away  the  imputation  of  being 
,      :.rrc  puppets  to  the  minifler,  without  one  principle  of  reafon, 

pile  or  honour  ! 

!  (jovernor /^oifw/Zfaid,  hcliad   no  intention   of  mixing  in  Cu 

g,,  nilh  the  debate  of  this  day,   nor  of  fpeaking;  but   as  he  ne- ■^'-' 

V.   T-bas  let  any  opporlunity  of  fpealving  paf-,   when  the  fub- 

■td  of  peace  or  conciliation  came  u]wn   ihc  tcjpis  ;    and  as  he 

r..)ft  devoutly  wifhed  to  fee  peace   between   this  country  and 

.A:nciica,  he  did  jircfunie  to  offer  himfelf  to  the  Houfe.     He 

;V(I,  he  had  fomctliing  which   he  conceived  to  be  of  the  laft 

iaij-ortance  to  communicate  to  the  Houfe,  to  this  very  point : 

i-,c  f.iid,  he  did  not   care  wh.ctlicr  the  papers  ;ilked  for  were 

.•ranted  by  the  Houfe  or  not :   r^t  that  he  would  fland  in  the 

;r  i!vfcriptionmadc  by  alcained  gentleman,   of  thole  who  were 

f-j'pofed  tp  confefs   tliemfelves  inuvorthy   of   having    thefe 

pjjiers  communicated  to  them;   Init  really,  as  he  thought  the 

J  v>'.-rs  alked  for,  from  the  con'-miifion,  down    to   the  lowcft 

i''.;iiglit,  were  of  fo  little  confequence,   that  he  thought  them 

v-.'.vortliy  of  the  Houfe,  fo   far   ns    relpeftcd    the  fubjeft  of 


That  even   the  aft  of  Parliament  itftdf  was  of  no 


ijKjrt  to  that  point ;  for,  under  tlie  jiowers  of  this  aft,  the 

('  j..)vernnientof  this  country  could  not  treat  with  the  x'\meri- 

H!is  I'lit  as  fubicft^;.     In  this  view  of  it,  queiTions  liavc  been 

*flvcd,  Had  Lord  Ho-.vc  powers  to  treat  ?   or   did  the   Amcri- 

pniircfufc  tp   treat'  Lord  HowCj    he   faid,    could   have  no 

y  powers 

It-  .' 
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po\Tcrs  to  treat  with  them  on  the  ground  which   tlicy  inliftcl 
to  take;    and    they    refufeJ  to  treat  on   :iny  other   c;i'ouni!, 
They  did  not  only  vefnfc  it  tlien,  but  five  nioiuhs  a^'icr.  Atur     1 
General  Howe  hadfiniflied  his  campaie;n  of  1776,  the  Con-   '' 
grels  came  to   refolutions    to   inflrnft  thei'- comniiirioncrs  at  ,'i 
tlic  leveral  courts  in  Europe,  to  allure  tl-.olc  courts,  that 'not-  H 
withftanding  "  the   artful  and  inlidious    endeavours  of  tir,  'a 
court  0!*  Great  Britain,  to  reprefent  the  Congress  a.nd  inhabi-  ■■•■i 
tants  of  the  United  States,    as  having   adifpolition  again  t»  '/.^ 
fubmitto  the  fovcreignty  of  the  crown  of  Great   Britain,  it 
is  their  determination  at  all   events,  to    maintain  their  inde- 
pendence."    He  then  produced  a  copy  of  the-   refolve,  dattil 
Dec.  30,  1776,  and  read  it  to  tlic  purport  above.      Here,  faiil 
he, "what  terms  will  the  gentleman   iu  government,  on   thelrf] 
fide  the  Houfe,  offer?   Whi^t  terms  v.'iU  the  gentlemen  o;i 
the   other   fide    the    Houfe    dcfiie    to    meet    thefc    propo- 
fitions  ?  'Will  they  alfo  make   this  artful  and  infidious   re- 
prclentation  of  the  difpofitiou  of  the  Americans?     I   know,^^^ 
laid  he,    that  what  I  have  faid,    and   what  I    fliall  fay  fiir-i"| 
tlicr,    will  difpleafc  gentlemen    on    botli  fides  ;  hut   I   havcf.] 
lif}  mcnngemaus    to  keep,  eitlicr  with  individuals  or   parties oi'^j 
men  :  J  have  none, to  oblige;  I   have  none  to   fear.     On  oc^*^ 
cations   like   this  I   fiiall    look   not    to    men,    !)ut  to  things,? 
and  in  that   line  lliall  inform    the    iloufc,   and   perhaps  tli:i' 
natii'n,   for  I  do  not  fee  that   they  Iia\c\:t   learnt    it,   oi  i\ 
very  fcrious  truth.     That  the  I  loufe    may   not  think  ihatu 
am  hazarding  opinions,  and  talking  at  random,   I  will  begto; 
remind  them,   that  nine  years    ago,   m   the   years   1768  aidfc-j 
1769,  when  you  were  beginning  the  quariel  that  has  brought 
on  this  horrid  and  deflruftivc  war,  1  did  explain  to  the  Houfc, 
not  in  general  words,  but  by  a  particular  detail,  the  flate  ani 
circumll.inces    of   America,   and   its  inliabitanis ;    and   froni»J 
thoncedercribcd  the  ifl'ue  of  this  bufincfs  bicr.illy  andprecil'clyj  | 
ns  it  has  turned  out  in  every  event  to  this  great  and  intercft'  " 
ing  one.     There  was  nobody,   at  thar  time,    knc\,'   lb  niud 
of  that  matter  as  myftlf  ;  and  1  thought  it  my    duty  at  tlia! 
time ;    I    fpoke  out,    without   meiuiionciit    or    rcfei-ve.      The 
Houfe  did  not  care  to  believe  it,  and  U'ere  lefs  willing  to  heir 
ir ;  I  was  not  well  heard,  yet  it  was  true;   it  lias  jiroved  true 
in  every  iota.      When,  uiiun  your  fending  troops    to  Boftor, 
the  Americans  were   driven   to    v,ar,   1    iirfl    informed   tliii 
Houfe,  and  1  believe  government  alio,    that   tlie   Amcrienni 
\Vere  not  unjircpared  to  meet  any  event;   that  they  had   fort- 
feci)  what  mull  come^  and   wcie  prepared  ijoth  in  civil  :i 
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«cll  as  military  arrangements,  to  conduft  their  own  affairs, 

r-»nj  to  rclift  your  mealurcs.     I  tlien  informed  tlie  Houfe  of 

"  the  very  confticution    by  which    they   now  aft,    under   the 

Cingrefs,    I  then  informed  the  Houfe  of  their  having  plan- 

rr.l  and  modelled  an  army  ;  the   Houfe   did  not  care  to  un- 

j  dcrrtand,  though  they  did  not  difbclicvc  this. 

I  now  tell  this  Houfe  and  government,  that  the  Americans 
n;vcr  will  return  again  to  their  fubjeftion  to  the  government 
^  of  tills  country.  If  the  pajjcr  which  I  havejufl  read  be  not 
jr  fufiicient  proof,  I  may,  perhaps,  on  fome  future  occafion,' 
<rj)lain  fomething  of  Hill  mpre  importance.  But  this  muffc 
Iccoiiviftion  toany  pcrfoD,  who  underftands  the  courfc  of 
afrair>.  A  people,  whofc  affairs  are  interwoven  and  fo  con- 
nciHcd  as'  the  affairs  of  the  Americans  are  with  fovcral  Euro- 
ix-inftates,  pledging  thcmfelvcs  to  thofe  flatcs  in  thisfolcmn 
manner,  are  engaged  beyond  all  pollibility  of  retreat.  On 
this  ground,  as  well  as  from  the  conviftion  of  many  otheir 
matters  which  my  mind  pofTelTes,  but  which  the  prcfent  is 
not  the  proper  time  to  explain  them  in,  I  now  take  upon  me 
to  alFert  direftly,  and  in  terms,  that  your  fovereignty  over 
America  is  abolilhed  and  gone  for  ever.  I  could  fay  the  fame 
of  your  navigation  aft;  but  I  will  not  enter  upon  that  fub- 
jcfV,  particularly  on  this  occafion.  The  Houfe  leems  un- 
willing to  be  told  this.  I  will  only  repeat  what  I  faid  on  a 
likeoccalion,  and  upon  a  like  temper  of  the  Houfe — if  the 
Houfe  is  not  difpofed  to  believe  this,  if  tlie  Houfe  is  unwil- 
ling to  hear  it,  they  will  remember  that  they  have  been  tokl 
it ;  that  they  have  been  forewarned  of  it ;  and  I  repeat  as  a 
truth  in  aftual  event,  the  fovereignty  of  this  country  over 
-An-.crica  is  abolidied  and  gone  for  ever;  that  the  navigation 
jf>  is  annihilated. 

Of  what  ufe  then  are  thcfc  papers,  commiflions,  indruc- 
tJons,  or  any  other  papers  formed  under  an  aft  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  fuppofes  that  fovereignty  to  exiit?  of  what  ufe 
or  power  is  any  aft  of  Parliament  refpefting  that  country  ? 
Of  what  import  are  our  debates  on  this  fubjeft?  It  maybe 
matter  of  amufement  for  different  fides  of  the  Houfe,  to  con- 
tinue endlefs  and  fruitlefs  difputes,  and  abufc  one  another  on 
tJiisfubjcft;  but  it  is  of  no  import  to  the  Americans  ;  it  h 
of  no  real  import  to  the  point  of  bufmefs  in  this  prelnng  cri- 
l  Gs.  Until  you  fiiall  be  convinced  that  you  are  no  longer 
i  fovcrcigns  over  America,  but  that  the  United  States  arc  an 
inJependent,  fovereign  people — until  ycu  are  prepared  to 
treat  with  them  as  fuch;  it  is  of  no  conl'eqv.ijnce  at  all,  v.hat 
Vol.  Vin.  N         -  fciwnv.-s 
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fchcmcs  or  plans  of  conciliation  this   fide    the   Houfc,  or  tlisi 
mav  adopt.     I  have  at  this  time  tok!  you   the  faft,  which  1 
have  juft  now  declared,  in  onler  that  ye  may  no  lon;::;cr  aniiifc . 
and  abufe  yourfelves  with  impraftlcable  ideas.     And  as  of  ihi . 
ibvcrcignty,  fo  I  fay  of  the  navigation  aft.     You    muft  no 
longer  cxpcft  to  reafon,  or  aft,  as  though  that  fidl  cxiilcd,  or 
would  be  any  longer  permitted  to  have  effcft.     The  Anuri- 
<-:uis  have  repealed  it,  and  it  is  annihilated  with  the  powers  0; ., 
Europe.       Thofe   perfons   who   hear    me,    may    remember, 
Uiat  at  the  beginning  of  this  bufmefs,  I   told   tlicm,  that  tlv. 
Uoufe  of  Bourbon   only  wanted    an  occailon   to    difputctli. 
ground  of  our  aft  of  navigation,  and  thai  they  wo\ild   inlon 
themfclves  in  this  bufinefs  (if  tliey   had  no    other  views)  lo, 
this  very  point.     We  liave  given  ihcm  the  very  occafion,  aiiJ 
have  they  not  inferted  tliemlelves  in  the   Ijufinefs  ?---If  yos- 
wxre  at  this  moment  in  treaty  with  America  on   that  point,  iif 
is  not  in  her  power  to  grant  you  terms  confonant  to  that  afl;|: 
they  could  meet  you  only  on  luch  terms  as  arc  not  contra[y|. 
to,    and  incongruous  with,    their  engagements  witli  France. 
Delirous  as  they  were  of  a  rummcicial  treaty   with   Spain, 
"  they  could  not  propofe  any  tcrm^  to  his  Catholic  Majcfty, . 
but  fuch  as  were  not  inconfiilenl  with  theircngagcments  wiih*  J 
France,  or  difagrceable  to   his  inofl  Clirifliian  Majefty."    la 
the  very    lame  predicament  muft  they   meet  you  whenever 
they   come  to  treat   wiilt    vini.      'I'o   fpcak   prtcilely,  t]iej| 
have  nut  as  yctany  aftual,dei'uiitive  treaty  with  France,  bvt*   4 
the   two   powers  arc  vmder  flipulatinns   and  convention,  ijf  1 
which  they  perfcftly  underfland  each  other.      y\ll  the  treatj|-  i 
that  this  country  can  ever  cxpeft  wiih  America,    is  fcEderai,|;'| 
and  that  perhaps  only  commercial.     In    fuch   treaty  perhn|),f;:  I 
you  may  obtain    favourable  ternis;     luit  cxclufivc  terms 
trade  you  mull  never  more  cxpcft.     I'liey  are  determined  t) 
inr.intain  their  independence  at    all  events.     The   Dutch, 
tlicirdiftrefs,  hawked  about    the    oflcr  of  the  fbvcreignty 
their  country.     They  oiT-rcd  ii  to  tlic  iJukc  of  Anjou;  the? 
oiTcred  it  to  Flenry  tlie   tliird  of   France;  they  otTered  it  to 
Kii/.abeth  of  England;  but  the  Americans    wiW  never  offn 
thatof  their  country  to  any  power  on  earlli.     They  havci^ 
<;uite  dilll-rcnt  mcafure  ill  relcrve;  which   perhaps  Iraayo!|  , 
lome  future   occalion  explain.     Th.ey  are  determined  ataii?  > 
events  to   be  independent ;  and  they    wd!   be   lb.     AH' tlK:i| 
that  remains  for  us,  if  we  moan  to  confuk  1  .;nd  adopt  what  ii/- j 
really  prafticable,  is  to  take  luch  ground  a^  is  aftually  left  tof  ' 
us.     Let  us  appoint  a  coinmitlce  to  lake  into  conlic'eratiorj'  ;, 
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ind  rcvifc  all  our  I;i\vs  refpefting  the  govcrnmenf,  revenues, 
anil  trade  of  America,  and  of  our  commerce  in  Euiopc.  And 
Kt  US  on  fuch  rcviilon,  adapt  our  laws  to  our  aftual,  not  oin- 
imaginary  ftate.  I  was  once  called  upon  by  a  noble  Loid, 
wiiu  is,  I  amilire,  as  uniform  in  his  wlflies  for  peace,  as  he 
t»  in  his  fpirit  for  conducing  the  war,  to  propofeUicli  a  com- 
..  niiitcc  two  or  three  years  ago.  I  wiiTi  it  had  then  been  conic 
'  imo.  I  will  now,  in  my  turn,  call  upon  that  noble  Lord. 
j,  Tiiis,  inmy  opinion,  is  the  only  thing  we  havclefi  to  do,  or 
Cin  do.     As   to  the  papers  called    for,    they  are  of  no  more 

•  tonfccjucnce  than   fo  much  walte  paper.     Nothing  can   h;ive 

*  Ixtn  dine,  nothing  ever  will  be  done  in  that  lincj  fo  I  care 
nc".  whether  the  Houfe  grants  the  motion  or  not. 

i.o:<\  George  Gcrt/L!iiic,   in  anfwer   to    Mr.  FoxN  ciucftion,  i 
?■  relating  to  American  courage,   declared,   ihnt  he  had   nccr  c 

J  in  that  Houfe,  or  any  where  elfe,  that  the  American^ 
:  were  a  daflardly  or  a  cowardly  enemy.  He  had  indeed  ever 
>lL-rtcd,  that  with  equal  force  General  Walhington  could  not 
r,.'.iiJ  before  the  Britilh  troops,  who  were  at  this  day  perhaps 
i!ic  bravell  in  the  world,  and  had  in  the  prefent  war  per- 
formed fcrvices  unequalled  in  the  hiftory  of  empires.  This 
wjsliis  belief,  and  the  news  then  juft  received  had  given  him 
no  rcafon  to  alter  his  opinion.  General  Wafliington's  f(),.c 
vv.is  fifteen  thoufand,  not  fpcaklng  of  the  militia;  Gcnci;ti 
Howe's  numbers  were  but  thirteen  thouiimd  rank  and  file  ; 
yet  he  defeated  the  continental  troops.  He  v/as  furry  to  i:\y, 
l!i.U  however  favourable  the  accounts  juft  received  might  lie, 
rothing  decilivc  had  happened.  General  Howe  hatl  I  .i  .i 
I  viiflorions  in  two  general  engagements  ;  the  fult  in  his  mar^  h 
t  lo  Pliiladflphia,  which  was  tahen  pnilcfnon  of  by  the  King's 
tifcnsonthe  25th  of  September ;  the  laft,  when  the  rebels 
iitackcd  our  camp,  and  were  repulfcd  with  great  l(;fs.---l-!e 
Icllowcd  the  higli^lt  encomiums  on  the  abillries  of  the  gen.e- 
n\;  and  the  braveiy  of  the  troops  ;  and  particularl)  on  the 
{^.tlant  behaviour  o'fSir  H:uTy  Clinton,  in  an  expeditiua  '.ip 
Jiie  North  River,  in  which  fervircs  hail  been  jicrfoniK  .i 
ftiincly  entitled  to  credit,  if  they  had  not  been  autlienticat.'e! 
Uyond  a  pollibihtv  of  doubt.  The  only  check  the  tvo.',s 
had  received,  he  faid,  wa;:  in  the  attack  of  a  fort  near  I'luLi- 
(IJphin,  on  il-.e  baiiLs  of  the  river  Delaware,  which  wnfo.li!- 
nitely  mifearried  ;  but  even  in  that  aflair,  nothing  was  to  be 
imputed  to  mifcondiicl,  or  want  of  bravery  ;  but  was  nieri  !y 
llic  tfteft  of  thoie  aeeidtuts  to  which  the  beft  planned  opu  i'- 
Hciis  are  liable.      A^  to  the  oh'u:(\  of  the  qi.,=  Ri;irv  Iffoie  il:.: 
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Houfc,  he  always  uaderftoocl,  that  no  part  of  a  ncrTJtiation 
oujjht  to  bcdifclofed  while  it  was  clepciuling.---If  the  po\vtv$ 
which  the  aft  of  Paiiiament  of  the  16th  oV  his  prclent  Ma-  ; 
jelly,  for  appointing  comniiflionevs  to  treat  with  our  fuljicfli  ' 
in  America,  were  inadequate,  that  might  he  a  good  rcafon  for  ' 
enquiring  what  had  been  done  under  tb.ofc  powers,   and  ap- 
plying to  Parliament  foi-  more  extcnfivc  onci.     Nothing  of 
the  kind  had  been  fo  much  as  hinted,  by  tiiofc  who  had  been 
intruded  wltli  the  execution.     On  the  contrary,  tlie  Congrclj 
rcfiftcd  all  flops  towards  conciliatio'.!    at  ilic  very  ihrcllidii; 
they  refufed  to  treat  upon  auv  other  terms  but  being  acknow-  ' 
Icdgcd  an  independent  alicmbly,  tlic  i'uU  reprcfcntalivc  of  tk 
leveral   independent   flatcs  who    appointed  them.      Various 
opinions  had  been  given  horn  dilTcrcnt  iid.cs  of  the  lloufe.— 
The  honourable  gentleman,  v/no  fpokc  laft,  was  of  opinion, 
that  America  would   not  treat,  unlefs  we  acknowledge  her  to 
independent;  that  we  were  unequal  to  reduce  her  by  i'orce  of 
•arm!,  to  obedience;  and,  that  the  moft  wc  couh.i  now  cxped  ! 
\yas  to  enter  into  a   fa-dera!  aliiance  with  licr  upon  comnier-  j 
cial  principles,   and   a  prof))cfi    of  advantages  in  l!;c  way  of  | 
trade.     As   to  the  pradlicabiliry  of  reducing  our    rebellious  f 
Julijefts  in  America  by  force  of  arms,  great  as  oi;r  refources, 
powerful  as  our  llects  and  armies,  and  brave  and  able  as  wc  • 
were,  he  began  to  defpair  of  litcccls  if  tb.ey  Ihould  continue 
united;    Init   Hill,    for   In.-    p-nrt,    he   fhould    think   himfcif 
highly  criminal,  if  he  advikd,  i^r  co-opcr.!t   d  in  any  nicafurci  j,' 
for  entering  into  a  fcederal  v.vnun  with  re'-.k.;.     If  they  cotilj  ; 
not  be  brought    back  t<;  a  fla.te  of  conftilutional   obedience,  ■■ 
he  fliould  for  his  part  be  much   better  j^lealed  to  break  off  all  | 
political  connciflion  wluatevcr  with  them,  tiian    fl:oop  to  ilie  . 
humiliating  condition  of  fubmirtingto  v.'h.it  ternv.  ;k:"  nr.'Aw  ' 
think    proper    to   grant. ---Tliough  he  difivwd   irom  '  the  Im.  ■ 
nourable  gentleman  as  to  the  propoiititjn  of  a  fx'deral  com-  | 
mercial   union,     he   heartily    acquicfccd    in    his  fcntimems  J 
refpefting  the  ultimate  views  of  the  colonics.-— He  believed,  '' 
they  were  the  fame  from  the  beginning  ;  ihat  tluv  aimed  at  : 
independence;  and  that  nothing  fliort  of  that  v.-oii'kl  content  ' 
them.      On  that  ground,  therefore,  he  f.ood,  if  Parliament  ; 
were  willing  to  rciinquini  the  foverelgiuy  of  America,  he  had  ; 
110  more   to  lay;  he    would,  cb.earfulkv   ac-ui^-fce,  becaufe  it 
was  his  duty;   if,  on  the  other  hand,  I'arli^inient  faw  the  ne-  . 
celfity  of  proftcuting  the  war   upon  the    mere  prmciple  of  ^ 
felf-defcnce,  it  would  follow,  that  the  moll  decifive  exertions  i 
iLould  be  ni.ide;  for  he  was  certain^  nothing  fliort  of  thofc  f. 
<=  '  woulJ 
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woukl  nnhver  any  cfFeftual  purpofc.---For  if  tlic  wnr  wns  let 
to  linger,  the  ftrcngth  and  relburccs  of  the  nation  wonld  be 
exliaufted.  Campaign  after  campaign,  battle  after  battle, 
vould  never  anfwer,  and  might  in  another  view  be  attended 
with  great  clanger.  America  was  almoft  ruined,  and  wns 
fullering  under  every  fpecies  of  liuman  mlfery.  Tiie  idea  of 
a  total  and  permanent  feparation  from  this  country  migl;t 
probably  detach  numbers  from  what  they  dceiiiLd'  a  jufr 
caufe,  while  a  fecurity  of  their  rights,  and  a  miHlif..  ;!ti',!n  of 
ourclaims,  was  wliat  alone  they  imagined  ibcir  leaders  ;\ad  in 
view.  If  tlierefcre  means  couUl  be  devifed  to  prevent  tlic 
fccr«t  afTiftancc  they  received  from  fome  of  the  powers  uf 
Europe,  he  ftill  retained  an  cxpeftation,  that  thev  nii'rht  be 
'compelled  to  return  to  their  duty. — 'Vhe  honourable  p;cnrlc- 
man,  who  fpol^e  laft  but  one  [Mr.  Fox]  had  rcprelent'ecl  liiin 
as  delighting  in  blood  :  he  begged  leave  to  aflurc  him,  lie  v,-a-; 
entirely  millaken  ;  he  always  abhorred  the  elfulion  of  blood, 
could  ithave  been  pcHibly  avoided.  He  was  ecjually  r.iifta- 
ken  relative  to  liis  imputed  ideas  about  imconditional  fub- 
itiilfion.  No  man  was  ever  more  ready  to  give  \sav,  even  to 
the  prejudices  of  America  than  he,  but  he  could  nc\ei-  learn, 
liow  it  was  poffible  to  treat  with  fubjefts  in  arms,  till  they 
nrknowledged  the  relation,  v.-hich  could  be  the  only  founda- 
tienof  treaty  ;  namely,  that  they  were  fubjefts.  This  was 
his  decided  opinion  before  he  came  into  oflif  e  ;  he  had  bceu 
uniform  in  his  language.  Since  he  was  c;dkd  into  the  King':.- 
•counfels,  lie  never  varied  ;  and  wliatevcr  charges  or  infiuua- 
tions  to  the  contrary  may  liave  been  tiirown  out,  he  touM 
fairly  fay,  that  whenever  he  had  been  confulted  by  his  f()\  e- 
reign,  he  had  always  advifed  him  like  an  honefl  man. — Kc 
begged  pardon  of  the  Houfe  for  detaining  it  fo  long.  He 
fnould  not  have  laid  fo  much,  if  he  had  not  been  heated  ar;.l 
offhis  guard  on  account  of  all  the  odium  which  had  been  at- 
tempted to  be  lieaped  on  him,  The  honourable  geniieuian 
fcemed  to  tlirow  all  the  blame  of  every  mifcarriage  on  him ; 
and  faid,  that  every  one  meafure  undertaken  by  hi'n  h;id 
failed  in  his  hands,  it  might  or  might  not  be  fo  ;  but  all  he 
had  to  fay  in  his  juftification  was,  that  he  aiSied  intentionally 
right;  and  that  if  his  information  had  proved  true,  thev 
mufl  have  been  attended  with  fuccefs.  -He  was  ]irepared  and 
willing,  that  his  whole  conduft  fliouW  undergo  the  moft  le- 
vcre  and  rigid  enquiry,  as  he  was  confclous  of  itsrcftitudc; 
und  was  certain^  it  was  perfciSlIy  juftifiable,  according  to  the 

information 
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Information  he  received,  which,  in  many  pariicub.rs    he  h-iJ    ' 
lince  great  rcalbii  to  believe  was  wron"-.  '  '      ^ 

Cner.i  Gciicral  Coniv^iy  replied  to  t!ie  laft    noble  Lord,    and   made 

tU:i;,y.      many  pointed  remarks  on  the    incongruity  of  {'c\t'-A  puts  of 
his  fpeech.     He  obfcrved,   tliat  the  noble    I.ord  iaid     jf  the 
colonics  Ihould  continue  unif.d,   the   ftren^t!,,  prowe'h     and 
rej^urces  of  this  country,  h>,.  ever  j;,car,  u-cre  uncquaUo  the 
H--    7'''^,""'''^^-"-^/''^^^-'t    lay,   ihcyare    not  xuVited  ; 
yet  his  Lordfhip,  according  lohi,ou-n  ar-ui-.i^t    is   fo.-  pro 
Jccuting  the  war  without  t'hc  leaft  prolpca  o:  lurceis  --Vvi.v 
then  fpdl  the  blood,  and  waflc  the  trcauues   of  Uiis'countr/ 
to  no  efk-a  ?  America  cannot  be  con(iu-rcd  ;   if  it  were    the 
noble  Lord  confefTcs,  it  wc^ld  not  be  worth  retainin-  by  force 
ot  arms,  but  ncyerthelels,   he  rcconun.nds   a  contin'uanec  of    ■ 
the  war.-Hc  men  declared,   uhavever  nther    gentlemen  on 
either  hdcot  the  Houie  imght  tliink,   he  i-AHcvcd,  if  Parlii- 
ment  would  once  adopt   pacific  mcai'ures,   matter's  mi"ht   h- 
yet  amicably  fettled,  upon   a  dear,  pcrmauenl,   conftitutional 
footing  ;    we  might  recover  ib.c  nionopoly   of  the  American 
trade,  which  was  all  we  ever  had  a  right  {o  cxpcft  •   and  be-    1    \ 
come  once  more,  a  happy,  united,  and  powerful  people.     It    \'i 
wastrue    as    adminiftration    had  done    from  the  beginning,    |j 
they  might  firfl  predid,  and  then  verify  tlu  ir  predidlions.---        ■ 
It  was  probable,  if  ihey  much  longer  perfifted  in  meafures  of    . 
blood,   dcvaflation  and  carnage,    that  America  would  never    I   ' 
treat  with,  or  acknowledge   any  political    rd.tion  whatever  •    |1 
but  that   no  more  proved,  that  they  would  not   now,  than    4 1 
every  other  prediftlon  of  theirs,   which    afterwards    by  their    •>"3 
conduft  came  to  be  fulfilled.     On  the  whole,  if  fomc  propo, 
litionwas  notfliortly  made,  on  our  part,  I-,c  expefted  nothing 
el(e;  and  fliould  not  be  hirprill-d,  if  the    ncc-ple  of  Americ° 
everaiterrefuiedtohearorarc.-:„o!.:M  ::,  :   becauie  were  he 
equally  circnimflaneo],   he    IbruM    ad    pr.rfelv   in    the  fame 
Jnanner.       He  concluded   by    aliinmn,,,    ihat'all    the   evils 
v.hich  have  Imce  happened,   arofc    from    the   r.c^t   impowcrin'r 
comm'.flioncrs  to  treat  ;  the  dLfertivencfs  of  the   inrtruc^ionl 
under  th.ta>a;  and    th.    delay    and  neglcft,   in   not  lending     f1 
out  tl-,e  commiilioner  in  fmc.  '■  M 

^l^fjr^  r  ,T'^'  ^^'■'^--^/^•^^"''-  of  Seodai^d  ftid  nothi-^g  new  on  the  M 
iuojeft.  He  declaimed  vehenie.eiv  arrainft  ti,e  propriety  of  ' 
the  motion;  and  inrilled  to  bpn:;  America  to  rrafon,  wf  '  ) 
muflmakeher  feel  our  pouer.  ble  laid,  he  was  not  in  the  «  ' 
lall:  Parliament,  and  could  nor  enniMiuemly  jud-c,  how  fjr  % 
eaher  party  were  wrong  in  the  '-.^iiminff;  buttince  he  had  i '  1 
ti.t  hohoar  of  a  flat  ii;^»hnt  ilou!?,  he  had  a^ed  uniformly     y\ 
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to  the  bcfl:  of  his  judgment,  free  from  partiality  or  prcullec- 
rioii ;  and  that  if  the  fame  fcenc  was  to  [.^reknt  itfelf  a^ain 
111-  never  gave  a  iinglc  vote  that  he  would  not  chearfullv  re- 
pent. 

'1  he  queflion  was  pvit,   and  the  Houfe    divided.  Ayes  170, 
Noes  89. 

December  3. 

This  day  the  Honfe  rcfolved    itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply,  to  conlidcr  of  the  army  eftlniates. 

As  fobn  as  Sir  Charles  W'hitwoith  took  the  chair  of  the 
Committee,  Lord  Barringtoii  rofc  and  moved  the  followino-  Lord  Bjr- 
rtfolutions  according  to  the  cflimates  then  lying  on  the  lablc.  '■'"-?'''"• 
His  Lordfliip  informed  the  Houfe,  that  tliey  nearly  coi]-c- 
fj'jnded  with  thofc  of  the  preceding  year,  except  a'fuin  in- 
tarred  for  the  difference  of  the  pay  of  4000  troops,  pa-d  by 
Ireland,  and  of  courfe  on  that  ellahlilhment,  wliichtlelleicncy 
had  been  lately  pointed  out  by  Mr.  JJarry  Barry,  an  Irifii 
member.  After  giving  a  detail  of  the  fcveral  ftations  of  the 
the  troops,  his  Lordlhip  moved,  that  20,000  men  be  em- 
ployed in  Great  Britain  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  year  1778, 
guards,  garrifons,  and  invalids  included. 

Colonel  Barrc  delired  to  know,  before  any  fubfequcnt  iup-  Cul.  BMn 
rlics  fliould  be  granted,  what  was  the  number  of  troops  ferv- 
ing  in  America. 

Lord  Bitn'nr  to:  replied,  that  the  whole  army  upon  paper  Lord  B^r- 
confdled  of  5^,095  iT'eii,  14,000  of  which  were  under  the''"^'-''- 
iniinediate  command  of  General  Carleton,  20, ceo  under 
(icncral  Howe,  and  the  remaining  2  i.ooo,  confilfing  of  Rc- 
Culars,  Provincials,  &c.  were  ferving  at  New-York,  Staten- 
niand,  Rnode-llhmd,  Nova-Scotia,''tlie  Weft  Indies,  Penfa- 
co:a,  &c. 

Mr.  By>ig  faid,  that  he  fhould  be  glad  to  mention  a  circum-  Mr.  Sjnr. 
fiance  which  occurred  to  him,  on  a  certain  noble  Loi'd's  ob- 
krving,  the  night  before,  that  General  Howe  always  at- 
tackc(l  General  Wafiiington  with  an  inferior  force.  I  I'houkl 
l>c  glad  to  know,  faid  he,  whether  liie  20, coo  men,  whicJi 
arc  now  faid  to  have  landed  with  General  Howe,  arc  inferior 
to  the  number  of  1 5,000  men,  which  has  been  flated  to  be 
under  the  conunand  of  General  Waflimgton.  It  is  a  faft, 
that  the  noble  Lord  yefterday  reprefented  the  number  of  our 
army  to  be  1  3,000  men,  and  t!ie  num.ber  of  General  Wafli- 
ingitm's  to  lie  15,000.  It  appeared  extremely  inconfiftent 
tf)  him  that  General  Howe  fliould  attack  an  army  of  15,000 
i;icn  witli  only  i  ,.ooo  men,   when  thr>  number  of  his  army 

was 
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\v:i3  aiFliuiHy   20,000.     This  was   a  circumflance,    lie   con- 

cluclcd,  that  required  Inveftigation,    and  he  calletl  on  ihe  no-  t 

l)le  Lord   in  q\ieftion   to    explain   it.     If  the   account  now  I 

given  by  the  noble  Lord  was  corrcft,   we  had  no  great  realbn  ? 

to  pride  ourfelves  in  our  fupcrior  bravery;  as  we  mud  have  S- 

had  a  Uiperiority  of  four  to  three. ---The   alternative    could  f 

not  be  evaded;  either  we  were  fuperior,  or   the   noble  Lord  | 

who  has  the  fupcrintendence  of  the  army   niifinformcd  the  • 

Houfe;  or  if  he  was  right,  the  noble  Lord  in  high  office  wa3  S 

grofsly  miftukcn.  j 

Lorj  r,v,;,rj      ]A)n\  George  Girmaine  :in[wcrcL],  that  the  quefllon  was  ccr-  % 

t-crruiir.i.    tainly  pertinent  and  proper,   and  that  he   fliould   readily  an-  |. 

fwer  it.     He  acknowledged  it  was  true  he  had   flatcd  the  ar-  I 

my  under  Ocneral  Howe  to  be  13,000  men,  and  that  of  Ge-  ^ 

neral  Wafliington's  to  be  15,000  men,  and  did  fo    Illll;  but  ': 

then  he  neither  included  in  that  number  the  artillery,  officers,  | 

or  wounded  foldiers,     He  only  fpoke   of   13,000  men  with  j 
arms  on  their  fluiulders ;   13,000   effcftive   men  engaged  in 
battle,  and  that  conquered  15,000. 
Col.  Ban-/.     Colonel  Barre  exprellcd  the  greatcfl  furpri/.c  at   the  reply 

of  the  noble  Lord — He  never  heard  fo  barefaced,  palpable,  &i! 

and  mean  a  quiljble  in  his  lifc---Nevcr,  lie  faid,  did  he  liear  a  f  J 

foldler  fo  exprcis  hlmlelf ;  never,   he  was  convinced,   did  a  f,,' 
miniflcr  of  war  obtruileon  the  Moufc  of  Coannons   fuch  an 
nfi'ertion  :---It  is   dcferving  of  remembrance,    and    I  promife 

the   noble  Lord,    fays   he,  it  fliall    be  remembered.     What,  f,.; 


H 


continues  the  Colonel,  exclude  from  the  lift  of  the  arm 
oflieers  antl  ar.illery,  liecaufe  they  do  not  carry  firelocks  ?  f 
Are  not  tlie  officers  concerned  in  the  battle?  Are  not  the  ar- 
lillcry  ?  1^0  they  nothing  towards  conqueft  ?  The  noble 
Lonl  may  have  partial  experience  on  his  lide,  perhaps,  to 
prove  fuch  (loilrine;  l)ut  Lll  promife  him,  it  would  be  very 
ungracious  to  a  r)ritif!i  audience,  and  would  gain  little  credit 
even  in  a  domeilic  cir>.le.  Tiic  Colonel  then  called  upon 
the  noble  Lord  to  declare  upon  his  honour,  what  was  become 
of  General  Eurgoyne  and  his  brave  troops;  and  whether  or 
not  he  had  not  received  expreffes  from  Qticbec,  ijift>rming 
him  of  b.is  liaving  furrcndercd  himfclf,  with  his  whole  army, 
priioncrs  of  Vv'ar  ? 
lordCVo,^;  Lord  Gcorfs  Gcrmahie  faid  in  anfwer,  that  lie  was  ever 
CiKJi}:,.  ready  to  give  to  the  Houfe  the  mofl:  early  and  authentic  in- 
telligence of  any  tranfaftion  wiihin  his  kno\'.ledge  ;  and 
now,  though  the  recital  muft  give  him  pain,  he  knew  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  he  had,  indeed,  re- 
*"■  ccivtd 
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fcivcdexprcflcs  from  Qvicbec,  whh  apiece  of  very  unluppy 
i:i!clligcnce,  which,  however,  was  not  authenticated,  jiutl  he 
iTiiild  not  declare  it  officially:  It  had  been  fent  from  Ticon- 
i!croga  to  Qiiebec,  and  had  come  to  Ticondcroga  by  the  re- 
|wrts  of  defertcrs.  The  tidings  were,  that  General  Euronyne 
^nd  his  army  were  fiirrounded  by  a  force  greatly  luperRn- — 
cut  olFfrom  frefli  fupplics  of  provifions,  and  unable  to  pierce 
tlirough  the  numbers  of  the  enemy---fo  iituatcd,  he  had  been 
forced  to  capitulate,  and  had  furrendered  himfelf  and  his 
army  prifoners,  on  condition  that  they  Ihoidd  enga[';e  not  to 
fcrvc  during  the  war  in  America  ;  fliould  have  a  fafe  convey- 
ance to  the  water-fide,  and  have  leave  fioin  thence  to  return 
ti  tiieir  native  country.  It  was  a  moft  unu-clcomc,  and  a 
mod  unfortunate  affair;  but,  however,  he  Imped,  the  lloufc 
would  not  be  over  anxious  in  condemnation,  nor  decide  on 
the  propriety  or  iniprojiriety  of  the  concerted  plan  that  led  ro 
tliis  unhappy  event.  He  hoped  they  would  fufpcnd  tlicir 
juJfjinents  both  on  thef  onduft  of  the  general  and  of  the  n^.i- 
nifler  on  this  occallon.  He  hoped  the  conduft  of  both 
•.vould  appear  free  from  guilt.  For  his  part,  he  declared  lie 
was  ready  to  fubmit  his  conduft  in  planning  the  cxpcilliou 
to  tlie  judgment  of  the  Houfc.  If  it  appeared  impount, 
weak,  and  injurious,  let  the  cenfure  of  the  Houfe  fall  upon 
him.  He  was  ready  to  abide  it ;  as  every  ndnider,  who  rc- 
C.-irds  the  welfare  of  his  country,  ought  at  all  times  to  have 
his  conduft  fcrutini/.ed  by  his  country. 

C  )lonel  Eayr:  rofe  again,  and  in  a  moll  animated,  feverc  C 
mr.nncr,  rcprshcnded  tlia  noble  Lord.  lie  declared  he  v.,;'; 
fhoekei!  at  the  cool,  eafy  manner  in  which  he  related  t!u  r,;rc 
ot  the  brave  IJurgoync.  He  was  more  fo  at  riie  aliuiMn^.c  of 
Jnfiiniating,  that  a  portion  of  the  blame  might  lie  at  tlie  dour 
of  the  General.  \Vas  there,  he  exclaiiiicd,  a  man  in  the 
Houfe  who  in  his  heart  could  l"ay,  that  Bnrgovne  had  f.r'cd 
iliioughhis  own  mifconduft  ?  That  he  had  Jliewn  the  leaft 
ligii  of  cowardice,  the  leaiT;  fymptom  of  negl!.:!  in  tlie  ex[;e- 
dition  he  was  thruft  into?  He  was  certain,  there  were  none 
would  fay  fo.  Hut  every  man  would  liiy,  or  at  Icalt  every 
man  would  think,  that  the  man  who  planned  the  exptdiLion 
was  to  blame.  The  minifter  alone  who  concerted  the  tcheme, 
is  obnoxious  to  reprchcniion  for  its  failure,  k  v.'as  an  incon- 
llrteiit  fcheirie,  an  imprafticable  one,  un\vortl:y  of  a  Lritilii 
jninifter,  and  rather  too  abi'urd  for  an  h'.dian  chief.  Re- 
member how  frequently,  how  eai'nellly,  and  linccvcly,  I  have 
warned,  favs  he,  thcuiinifterj  of  the  tllefti  ol    this  plan.      I 

Vol.  VIIL  O       .  forefaw 
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forefnw  the  ronicquences.  1  furetokl  the  event.  It  was  laid  t 
1  Ipokc  in  prophecy;  has  not  my  prophecy  come  to  pah?  ' 
Ikit  HI  what  ti-'rms  can  1  e^picls  my  liirpri!c  at  ihc  hravcrv, 
my  inditjnatlon  at  the  effiontery  of  ihc  no'ulc  Loii!,  in  dl- 
chiring  he  will  al)icle  t!;e  ccnfurc  of  this  lloufc,  an;.l  fubmit 
his  conduft  to  tlK'ir  eye.  Does  the  noble  Lord  know  ili.- 
extent  of  his  criminality  ?  Docs  he  know  the  refcnimenrs  of 
rhisKoufe?  I  believe  he  knows  neither  ;  but  how  foon  k 
may  it  is  not  for  me  to  tlclcrmine.  ; 

1  would  bcp;  leave,  continues   lie,    to  call  the  attention  of    ' 
the    Commiltce   to  .the  condu;1  of   tb,e  Americans.     They 
have  been  branded  in  tliis  HouCe  witli  every  opprobrious  epi- 
thet  that  meannefs  could  invent;  termed  cowardly  and  inhu- 
man.    Let  us  mark  the  [HOof.     They  have  oi)!iged  as  brave   ^ 
a  general  ns  ever  commanded  a  body  of  llritifli  troops  to  fur-   t 
render;    fuch  is   their  cowardice ;  and   inhead    of  throwing 
chains  upon   tlicfc   troops,  they  have  nobly  given  them  thci'r  ' 
freedom;  fuch  is  ilieir  inhumanity.     lonlvwifli,    from  this   ' 
finglecircuniftance,   to  draw  this  fair  com  hifion,  that  inftesd  -' 
of  being  engaged  with  a  fet  of  hiwlefs,  defperatc  adveniurcfs,  | 
we  find  thtm,  by  experience,  to  be  men  of  the   moft  exalted  \ 
fenriments;   infpired  by  that  genius  of  liberty  which   is  llic  " 
noljleil  emotion  of  the  lloufc,  v.hich  it  is  impoiiible  to  con- 
quer, imprafticable  to  dilnhls. 
Vcn.yar,<n      Honourable  Jnma  Lutinlt.     I  f\)u\  mvfcif  under  a  neccfilty  E  \ 
lutirdl.      of  requefting  the  indulgence  of  the  Hou'fe  for  a  few  minutes,  r   j 
becau.fc  I  think  it  my  daily,  to    take  c\ery  opportunity  of  re- 
peating  my  abhorrence  of  tlie  mercenary  and, lavage  princi- 
ples of  a  civil   war,   which  has  never  yet  held  out'conftitu- 
tional  terms  of  peace  to  be  its  objeft  ;'  and.  :.s  I  do  conceive,  ;      i 
that  v/hilfl  unconditional  fubmiHIon   is   the    languace  of  tlit  j 
minlflrrs   and    Parliament,     all  cilbrts  to   concjuer^America  \     • 
mull;  prove  in  vain,  I  cannot  agree  to  vote  away  the  lives  and  f    \ 
properties  of  my    fellow-fubjeas,   merely    for  the  puqiofe  of  '      ' 
enriching   and  aggrandiling    a  inw  favourites  and  liattcreii  ' 
placed  near  the  throne. 

The  Americans,  it  is  evident,  will  not  give  up  their  liber-  ;  ', 
ties,  they  will  die  iirft;  all  the  elocjv.ence'of  a  Cicero  cannot  ' 
perfuade  us,  that  the  unfortunate,  milled  I'.urgoyne  is  viilo-  : 
rious;  that  General  Clinton  is  in  defireable  liilxty ;  or  iullly  '  ,1 
give  the  boalled  title  of  coiKpueror  of  Ameiica  to  Sir  William  (■■  * 
Tlowe,  yet  the  lauer  is  lepreienied  with  a  great  and  iiowerful  ?.  I 
army  in  t!ie  liekl;  he  wants  neither  for  monev,  nor  lliij-s,  nor  '•'' 
troops;  iie  wants  but  the  only  one  neceliary' article   fiM- coa- 
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fol^uion  in  defeat,  or  permanency  and  advantn^je  inviifloiy,  I 
mcanajuft  caiifc;  and  Great  Britain  never,    never  can  build 
up  fame  or  dignity  to  itielf,  upon  aiflb  of  injuftice  and  op- 
j        prclRoPi. 

j  Rut  minifters  have  hopes  of  important  fuccefs.     Sir,  that 

t-  I.mguage  ought  at  leaft  to  imply,  fonic  hon.-ft,  wile  Amerl- 
1  c.'.^s,  may,  upon  found  principles,  be  induced  to  return  to 
; ;  their  allegiance  ;  but  is  there  a  gentleman  In  this  Houfe,  that 
would  candidly  acquit  the  abettors  of  unconditional  fubmlf- 
:  fion,  of  dcferving  the  llavcry  you  endeavour  to  yoke  them 
;  with  }  Is  it  to  obt;un  fuch  a  humiliating  end,  tliat  the  Ame- 
I  ric;\n  now  confoles  himfclf  for  the  lofs  of  a  father,  friend,  or 
^  hrt'ther,  who  fell  in  the  battle  ?  No,  Sir,  it  was  for  liberty 
tiicy  fought,  for  liberty  tliey  died;  that  only  can  repay  tlic 
i         iofj,  and  obtain  t'orgivenefs  of  the  murder. 

The  Revolution  which  brought  the  prefent  family  to  the 
t'lriine,  was  obtained  by  men  fo  refolved  ;  our  Magna  Char- 
t,\  was  obtained  by  men  fo  refolved  ;  and  the  Americans  have 
'  r  proved  therafelves  lefs  deferving  of  their  liberties,  tlian 
•'••^fe  Britons.  An  American  Magna  Charta  is  what  they 
v.i'.ly  contend  for  ;  not  a  Magna  Charta  to  be  taxed  by 
ingers,  a  thoufand  leagues  dlftant.  But  the  conftitutioii 
ilils  country,  if  in  perfeftion,  if  uncontroverted  by  brlliery, 
.iiiJ  abufe  of  power,  is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  hap- 
pleft  that  men  can  live  under;  therefore,  I  do  believe,  that 
mniiy  wife  and  honcft  Americans  may,  upon  found  princi- 
ples, prefer  it  to  anv  new  invention  of  their  own.  I  do  not 
fay  the  Congrefs  would,  nor.  yet  many  of  their  ambitious 
leaders,  nor  yet  perhaps  the  virtuous  Wafhmgton  ;  but  if 
ronftitutional  freedona  was  fecured  to  America,  every  viitory 
might  then  gain  over  ibme  worthy  friends  to  our  caui'e,  in- 
l^.cad  of  cowardly  defertcrs,  deceitful  fples,  or  falfe  and  dan- 
j;crous  pilots. 

But  minifters  tell  us  that  England  is  rich,  and  foreigners 
iT.av  be  hired  to  carry  on  the  war;  what  Ihiton  would  give  up 
1.^ 'laurels  to  thofc  paltry  hirelings,  arid  fave  our  blood  ?  Sir, 
if  honour  called  to  arms,  what  mlnifler  (.hue  to  propofc  it? 
Ncitlter  are  the  Germans  as  cheap  as  is  picU-nded,  for  you 
niufl  now  pay  their  hire,  and  when  the  war  r,  at  an  cni.!,  you 
ruift  likewife  pay  a  large  additional  fum  i'orall  thoi'e  who  do 
nnt  return  home.  Sir,  I  do  not  think  the  Germans  will  rc- 
Iirn,  fori  muft  pay  the  compliment  to  theft  minifters,  that  1 
<Io  believe,  even  they  are  incajiable  of  making  lucli  a  confti- 
lutiuu  for  Aancric:,, 'that  the  Gcn-n^.'-j  Ihall  tlv  from  it  to 
9   3  '  Icit.^r 
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licttfr  thcmfflvcj,  by  returning  to  their  own  native  inf.i- 
mous  i"h,'.mblcs,  to  be  3g:iin  loU  by  tiuir  tyrannical,  ncttv 
princes.  '    ' 

Bur  our  important  hope  is  to  be  gratified  bv  t!;c  pofT^.'Tion 
of  PliilaJclphin.  Sir,  that  town  was  built  tor  p-.;>.tc  ami 
trade,  not  for  war.  Jt  extends  itkll' upon  a  low,  flat  coim- 
try,  with  fc-arce  one  advantageous  fpot  of  ground  to  place  a 
finglegunon  for  its  defence';  therefore,  to  lurround  it  with 
greatworks  to  fecure  ycurlclves  in  winter  r,uarters,!r,u(l  create 
animmenfe  expeiice,  bclidcs  the  hitcncrs  ofiiie  i'cr.o:\  n:;akin',' 
fuch  an  undertaking  almoft  impraQicable  to  be  carried  into 
execution.  It  is  then  a  glorious  coiiquen;  to  thcfc  v.ho  nuiv 
enrich  themfclves  by  that  new  cxpence,  bat  a  calamity  to 
thofe  who  are  to  be  taxed  for  th:'.r  new  extiMvagance. 

Or  do  we  with  to  be  in  poifelliun  of  the  molt  beautiful 
town  in  America  only  to  fet  lire  to  it  ?  A^ie  the  Jbitilli 
legions  gone  forth  merely  to  warm  thenif 
ing  towns  upon  the  coaft?  Can  biiluij)s 
lir.oke  Ihallrife  to  an  approving  Ciod,  or 
l!:e  dignity,  the  wealth,  the  h.onoiir,  ihi 
IJiitilli  nation  ? 

])Ut  miniflers  are  very  bryve  tn-day,  tin 


;s  by   th 
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they  are  lb  loudly    lupport 
that  language  fountls  wc!i. 
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fbatefman,  who  drew  all  hi 
with  the  heads  of  birds  and  beafis  up. 
drew  his  miftrefs  with  the  head  of 
this  motto  underneatli,  Ji:  fnis  Ic  rip^ 
lier  having  forlaken  him  in  hismisfor 
ware,  Ull  the  fwallow's  hcfj  and  tha 
the  raofl  ftrenuous  and  forw:;rd  of  the 

For,  Sir,  had  I  an  hundred  tongues,  and  tlic  elofjuencc  of 
much  abler  men  than  myfclf  who  Ipeak  wi'dun  thefe  wails, 
could  not  fuihcicntly  exprcfs  ull  the  horrors,  all  the  milchic 
all  the  ruin  of  this  favage  war  ;  but  this  I  will  fay,  that  whiHl 
luch  dcfporate,  unfeeling  minilbcrs,  advifc  h.is  MajcfVy,  wifli 
ft.ch  an  cxpenlivc  war  to  carry  on,  without  an  object  of  ad- 
vantage in  return,  with  luch  a  caufc  to  difgrace  the  Britilli 
arms,  and  l"pill  the  bed  blood  of  this  country,  what  ir.aii  in 
his  fcnfes  can  be  fatisfied  with  the  limes,  or  can  agree  to  vote 
tor  a  pcrlc-vcrancc  in  iiicalurcs,  v.-h:cli  have  already  prod.uccJ 

luch 
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I'l^th   dreadful    difgrace  r.nd  calamity,  that  Great  Britain   is 

llK'ok  to  its  foundation  ? 

Mr.  /?«^-,('f  thanked  the  two  gentlemen,  who  had  ipoken' 
before  him,  for  having  afforded  him  feme  time  to  calm  the 
tumult  and  perturbation  in  his  breafl:,  occafioned  by  tlie  in- 
fcrination  given  to  the  Ploufe  by  the  noble  Lord.  A  whole 
»:iny  compelled  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  receive  laws  from 
their  enemies,  was  a  matter  fo  new,  that  he  doubted  if  fuch 
snother  inftance  could  be  found  in  the  annals  ofhiflory.  The 
illiontery  with  which  it  was  tokl,  excited  no  lefs  aflonifli- 
iiunt  than  mdignation.  Ignorance  had  flamped  every  flcp 
taken  during  the  courfe  of  the  expedition  ;  but  it  was  the  ig- 
norance of  the  minifter  for  the  America.n  departmeii.r,  not  to 
l)C  imputed  to  General  Burgoyne,  of  "whole  good  ccndiifl, 
bravery,  andlkill,  he  diii  not  entertain  even  the  ihr.dow  of  u 
iloiibt.  The  noble  Lord  faid,  //'  there  was  any  b'anx'  to  be 
liiJ. — Without  blame  Ibmevvhere,  could  an  entire  army  be 
reduced  to  tlie  painful,  the  dlllrafling  uecelllty  of  laying  down 
llicir  arms,  ami  becoming  ]5rifouers  of  war  ?  Witli  the  Licne- 
r.il  and  his  troop?,  h.e  was  pcrfiiaded,  there  was  no  fault  to 
If.  louiid  ;  that  it  coidd  be  traced  no  where  but  to  the  noble 
I-crd,  whofc  ignorance  was  not  brought  as  an  extenuation, 
hut  as  a  juflification  of  his  crime. 

Tl'.c  Americans  liad,  he  oblervcd,  l)ecn  always  reprcfentcd 
3s  cowards;  tiiis  was  far  from  being  true;  and  he  app.:i!ej 
to  theconduftof  Arnold  and  (iates  towa.di  Burgoyne,  as  a 
linking  proof  of  their  biavery.  Our  arniy  was  totally  an 
t'.uir  mercy.  We  had  employed  the  favages  to  butcher  tlicm, 
their  wives,  aged  parents,  and  children;  and  yet,  generous  to 
I'iC  lad  degree,  they  gave  our  men  leave  to  depart  on  their 
tiarole,  never  more  to  bear  arms  againft  Nor^h-America. — 
Bravery  and  cowardice  could  never  inhabit  the  fame  bofom  ; 
ccncrofity,  valour,  and  humanity  arc  ever  iiifeparablc. — Poor 
indeed  the  Amei-icans  are,  but  in  that  coniihs  their  grcatcft 
llrength.  — -Sixty  tlioufand  men  have  fallen  at  the  ieet  of 
t';v;r  magnanimous,  becaufc  voUmiary  poverty.  They  had 
rjt  yet  lod  all  regard  for  the  coimtry  from  whence  they 
fjTung  : — anxious  flill  for  our  home-tiefence,  they  |iave  lent 
ii>  back  our  troops;  and  left  their  hands  free  to  fight  againft 
every  enemy  of  Gi'cat  Britain,  but  thcmfelves.  He  :e- 
prosched  Lord  George  Germainc  for  his  mifcondu£l  and 
tisolifli  credulity. — He  faid  he  was  aftonillicd  at -him.  •  la 
i!.c  beginning  of  lafl  year,  the  noble  Lord,  he  faid,  infcrnicd 
tlcm,  that  the  enemy  were  cowardly,   and  our  army  fujx:nor 
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in  mimber.  —  On  what  did  lie  a;round  this  iiiformatinn  ?   Oi 

report,  mere  idle  report,  to  uhieh  the  noLl 

an  implicit  Have.      He  laid,   that  the    inf> 

miiiiftcrs   confided,    fliould  be    precile    ar 

niifintbrmation  was  no  palliation  for  their 

notf'uppofc  that  the  Houfe  wotdd  athnit  it 

the  intended  mcafiirc  was  a 
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Burgoync,  but  tliat  it  was  to  be 
manner  he  had  ever  heard  of. —  I' 
yes;  Howe  was  travelling  fouilnv 
very  famedircftion  ! — The  advocates  for  ad.nnnr-lration,  hi; 
fald,  had  deliglited  in  reprelcnting  America  in  an  abjeft  litu- 
ation---ns  being  without  fait,  without  Ihnes  and  llockin:^';, 
&c.— Tfthev  iiad  applied  to  l;im  in  the  bcrrinning  of  the 
war,  he  could  have  told  them  of  many  more  wants  than  all 
thofe  together  under  which  ihe  Americans  h.li  )ured,  but  he 
would  alfo  have  informed  tlic  Houfe,  that  men  hghting  for 
liberty  were  not  intluenecd  by  fueli  particulars;  tiut  the;e 
only  alFefled  the  body,  but  that  the  fouls  of  the  Americans 
were  unreduced. 


He  concluded  with  a  feu'  Wi 

whom  he  called  the  council  to  i 
Mr.  jr,J-  Mr.  S'j!h-'ito,-Cni:-:\i:  aroll-,  a 
d;rkurr.!.      charaftct  :   his  opinions,  he   1; 

his  own;  and  he  never  fpoke  t 

tlu)fe  only  which  liis  own  rea.l 

ever  in  that  Houll-  plead  the  cv 
He  had  been  invarial.ile  in  n 

of  the  Houfe  as  on  the  other; 

both.     The    calamity  he  cou 

could  not  infer  from  it  thatoui 

had  often  received  checks ;  bui 

always  made  us  rile  tupcrior  to  oiw  dillre 

that  f])irit  would,  on  the  prefent  occahon 

from  danger.    Urifonsc 

.Tnd  certain  vieloiy  \va» 

he  widied  therefore,  tliat  gentlemen  wovild  not  be  call 

that  before  now    as  great    misfortunes  hail  happ.  ncl    to  us, 

from  which  we  reaped  fuljflantlal   advaittages:   at   iJriluKT,;' 

General  Stanhope  was  forced  to  lay  down  his  arms,    :'.;id    iiir- 

ren.ler  himfelf  and  his   army  prifoners  of  war;  and  that  dil- 

o-i-aceonly  ferved  to  raife  an  enthuiiafllc  ardour  in  the  people, 

\\\x\'Ai  Toon  effaced  the  ftlgm 
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Mr.  T.  To-Jjnfi)cnd  ironically  apphuiilcd  the  learned  gen-  Mr.  r. 
t!cni;m  for  finiiing  out  precedents  for  our  misfortunes  ;  and '^«.""'j7-'-"^ 
rejoiced  tb.at  the  expedition  condufted  by  his  friend  Colonel 
St.  Lcger  had  mifcarried,  as  blood  and  defolation  would  have 
iiuuked  the  footfteps  of  the  Indian^:,  if  they  liad  been  al)le 
to  march  to  Albany.  Pic  was  anxious  to  wear  out  tlic  im- 
prcffion  that  Mr.  Solicitor's  fpccch,  on  the  Iplritof  llritons, 
iud  viiibly  made  on  the  country  gentlemen  ;  and  for  that 
purpofe  he  drew  the  condui5\  of  the  iavr.ges  in  the  mcll  odi- 
ous colours. 

Mr.  Charlci  Fox  expreffed  his  happinefs  at  being  prevented  Mr.  Fox. 
from  fpeaking  immediately  after  the  fatal  tidings  of  our 
(lilgracc  had  been  communicated  to  the  lioufe  :  rage  and 
indignation  fo  fwayed  his  brcail  at  that  time;  that  if  he 
had  attempted  to  fpeak,  his  words  mufi;  have  been  unintel- 
ii{;il)le.  An  ai-my  of  10,000  men  deftroyed  through  the  ig- 
norance, the  oh'linate,  wilful  ignorance,  and  incapacity  ot 
tlic  noble  Lord,  called  luudlv  for  vengeance;  and  if  no  one 
clfe  would  take  upon  himfelf  the  talk  of  moving  direftly  for 
an  enquiry  into  the  aiTair,  he  himfelf  would  do  it.  A  gal- 
lant general  font  like  a  viftim  to  be  ilaughtered,  where  hii 
own  Ikill  and  perfonal  bravery  would  have  earned  him  lau- 
iiU,  if  he  had  not  been  under  the  d:rC(5\ion  of  a  blunderer, 
which  circumflance  alone  was  the  caufe  of  iiis  difgrace,  wai 
too  fliocking  a  light  for  humanity  to  bear  unmoved.  The 
(u-ncral  and  the  Iloufc  had  been  impofed  on  and  deceived  : 
Lurgoync's  orders  were  to  make  his  way  to  Albany,  there  to 
wait;  the  orders  of  Sir  William  Howe,  and  to  co-opciatc 
with  him  ;  but  General  Howe  knew  nothing  of  the  matter, 
for  he  was  gone  to  a  diftcrcnt  country,  and  left  the  unhr.ppy 
liurgoyne  and  his  troops  to  make  the  bcft  terms  for  them- 
lilvcs,  in  a  country  that  was  by  nature  lb  defended,  that 
flrong  holds  were  to  met  at  almofl  every  mile  ;  and  every 
hour's  march  prefentcd  almofl  infurmountaule  obllaclcs  to 
his  progrefs.  He  inveighed  moft  bitterly  aajainfi:  Lord 
(icorge  Germaine  ;  looked  upon  him  as  folely  refponfilde  in 
t'le  firfl  degree;  and  next  cxprelfed  his  opinion,  that  of  all 
iLofc  who  had  concurred  in  the  meaUir-cs  of  the  war,  by 
piving  their  vote  in  fupport  of  it,  were  likewife  criminal, 
though  in  an  inferior  degree.  He  conclutled  by  pronoun- 
ting  the  panegyric  of  Mr.  Burke. 

^L•.  S'Juhor  (jcncral  gave  a  little  explanation  of  one  of  Mr.  ;;'../- 
Lis  cxprcHions  anti  lat  down.  diriu-r.i. 
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Jir.  ;;;^.ty.  I'^^r-  -f^'j:^/)  as  one  of  the  many  who  li 
war,  thought  it  nccefTary  to  fay  Jiimcthin^i; 
cation  :  and  proved,  that  for  upwards  mT  ' 
had  been  invariably  confident  :  he  h.ad  bcc 
Great  Britain  was  fuprenic  over  all  lier  d 
declared  fo,  early  in  the  reign  of  Ckui^^e 
taxed  the  colonies,  and  acknowledged  by 
lulimittcd  to  he  taxed  :  fyo^t  :■  lax  i 
he  inferred  a  right  to  tax  ;  iiiii  fro.i 
afted  wlien  he  voted  for  ihe  v,-;ir  ;   n 

nion,  that  every    nerve    rhoi;bl    lie    Urainu.J    to  j^rolccute  it     - 
witii  vigour. 

1.6.  Nirih.       Lord  North  arofe,  and  exprefied  his  forrow  at  the  prcfent 
\inhappy  news,     l^liat  no  man   from   the    beginning",   niore 
firmly  wiflied  for  peace  than  he  liad  ;  and  that  no  ma^'n  would 
do  more  to  obtain  it  now  ;  if  the  laying  dov/n  his  place  and 
lionours  would  acconipliili  it,    he  would   gladly    rifign   them 
all.      He  owned  he  had  been  dragged  to  li' ;  place   againft  his 
will.      A   place   which,  wliile   in   poilefiicn,  however  difa- 
greeable,  he  would  ilippoit  to  the  beft  of  his  power.     As  to 
the  noble  Lord  in  th.e  American  department,   he  trnfted  he 
had  afted   on  the  foundefl:  principles   of  candour  and  dclibc-    • 
ration.     Ke  could  not  pofiihly  make  any  obicftion  to  the  in-    ' 
quiry  into  that  noble  Lord's  conduft,  as  he  made  no  douU 
but  he  would  accjuit  himfclf  before  that   Houfe.      y\s   to   nn 
hojiourable    gentleman's   obftrvation   of  a  pcnfion's   havin^ 
been  given  for    bad  information,  he   flioukl   only    fay   tliis, 
that  he  never  rccoUefted  the  gentleman  alluded  to,  had  given 
bad  information.     He  acknowledged   his  having    intereetliJ 
with,  the  King  for  a  reward  for  his  fidelity  :   a  man  who  liv-   ; 
ed  in  Amtrlea,  who  was  univeifally  beloved  there,  till  this  ;    ' 
iinhnppy  difputc  ;  a  man,  continues  he,  who  refufcd  fignirg  \    ! 
iheir  rcfoliitions,   and  who,  on  that  account,  was  obliged  to  \   \ 
quit    the   country,  was,  in    his  opinion,   a  man  worthy  re-  i  j 
ward.    Was  he  to  ftarve  here,  fays  he  ?  The  olnaining  fucli  \\ 
a  man  a  comfortable  pittance,  was  not,  I  trufi,  a  blameable  '■   '! 
aftion.     He  concluded  with  defending  the  general  fubieft  of  ^  J 
the  American  war,  by  obl'erving,  that  he  thought  it  entire-  ^  j 
ly  necellary  iliat  every  part  oi  the  Britilli  empire  fhouldcon-       j 


tribute  to  the  defraying  the  common  necellary  cxpences. —  |  -^ 
He  fa'd  the  minifiers  wxrc  unjuftly  accufed,  when  they  were  ,"*  ';| 
reproached    with  tlieir  want  of  information,   for   tliat  thcv  '  i 
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had  always  given  the  heft  they  could  procure;  and  that  he    ' '  i 
v.-asicadv  when  the   general  voice  of  the  Houfe  Ihould  c:Jl 

for 
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t'or  it,  to  explain  liis  own   coiuKift  ;  and  that   wlictlif  r   we 
!       were  tor  pence  or  war,  the  prelent  fupply  was  ablbluiely  nc- 
cclTary,  as  the  men  muft  be,  fnppofing  a  ccllation  of  ;;nns, 
conjuftcd  home. 

The  following  rcfolutions  were  then  fcveraUy  moved  and 
agreed  to. 

That  20,000  cA'cftive  men  including  3213  invalids  be 
employed  in  (jrcat  Britain  for  the  fervicc  of  the  year  177S. 

iliat  634,2401.  he  granted  for  maintaining  faitl  men  for 
one  year. 

That  960,8431.  be  granted  for  maintaining  the  forces  at 
Minorca,  Gibraltar,  the  Ceded  Illands,  vVmerica,  Nova  Sco- 
ria and  the  coaft  of  Africa. 

That  56,0741.  be  granted  for  the  pay  of  five  Hanoverian 
buitalions  ferving  at  Gibraltar. 

That  ^60,723  1.  be  granted  for  the  maintaining  of  14:00 
troops  of  HeUe  in  Britilh  pay. 

That  35,4411.  be  grantcil  for  the  pay  of  two  regiments 
of  HeffeHanau. 

That  17,3701.  be  granted  for  the  pay  of  a  regiment  of 
Waldeckers. 

That  93,9471.  begrantcd  for  4300  Brunfvvickcrs  in  Bri- 
tilh pay. 

That  313,4071.  be  granted  for  the  troops  of  Eranden- 
biir:;h  Anfpach. 

That  382,8161.  be  granted  for  the  charges  of  the  oflicc 
of  ordnance  for  land  fervice. 

That  300,483!.  for  the  faid  oflice  of  ordnance  for  f;rvi- 
ccs  not  provided. 

Ordered  that  the  faid  rcfolutions  be  reported.  Thtre  was 
no  division. 

December  4. 

The  Speaker  having  taken  the  chair.  Colonel  Earvc  made  Col.  Cj/r*'. 
the  following  motions  : 

"  That  an  account  be  laid  before  the  Iloufe  of  all  the 
grants  made  to  his  Majefty  to  pay  his  national  and  foreign 
troops,  from  the  29th  of  September  1774,  to  the  agtii  of 
September  1777. 

"  That  an  account  be  hid  before  the  Houie  of  all  the 
oflicers  appointed  to  collefl  the  ftamp  duty,  if  any  were,  in 
.America,  for  the  years  1774,  1775,  1776,    1777,    and  1778. 

"  That  an  account  be  laid  before  the  Houie  of  all  the  re- 
rrults  raifed  within  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  linceSepiem- 
rrr29,  1774. 
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"  That  an  account  be  hiid  before  tl;c  Houfe  of  a!l  tlie 
pcrlbns  ^ippointed  by  government  to  aft  in  the  ccmmiffariot 
Qt'  America,  viz.  all  viiflviallers,  agents,  coinmiirnrifi  of 
{lores,  clerics  of  ftores,  &c.  houi  September  29,  1774,  to 
September  29,  1777." 

All  thefc  motions  paflcd  without  oppofition.    ■  The  report, 

dn  the  grant  of  682,8161.   for    th.e   ch.ir;j;e  of  the  office   of 

ordnance,    for  ordinaries  uad  exti'aofdinarics  of  the  cnfuing 

year  being  made, 

Sir  P.  J.        Sir  rhUift  Jciuilngs  CIcrh  moved   to  recommit   the  report, 

Chrh.         ■^yl■,ich  he  lupported  with  the  following  ipccch  : 

When  I  am  called  upon  to  vote  this  enormous  fujiply,  I 
liopc  I  jlrall  not  be  thought  ineguur,  if  I  deviate  a  little 
f*-om  the  immediate  quellion  before  us,  and  fay  a  few  words 
pn  the  great  American  bulincli,  which  is  the  occafion  of  the 
prefent  ilemand. 

Shocked  as  I  wns  at  hearing  of  the  fate  of  Gcnerid  fiur- 
goyne  and  his  army,  I  did  prefume  to  hope,  that  fome  pof- 
iible  good  might  l^e  produced,  as  it  often  happens,  frt)m  grcnt 
evil.  1  began  to  think,  that  diluppointmcnt  ancl  ipi;,forturie  . 
might  bring  thole  who  have  the  conduft  of  our  American 
aflkirs  to  a  more  temperate  and  moderate  way  of  thinking, 
and  incline  them  to  turn  their  thoughts  to  that  which  is  llie, 
objcft  of  almoit  every  perfon  in  tins  kingdom,  peace  and 
conciliation.  ]  was  juflilied  in  ihat  cxpe£tat:on,  bccaufe  the 
noble  Lord  who  prcfidc';  ijver  the  American  dcp.Mtniciu,  when 
he  came  here  the  day  before,  with  the  extraordinary  Ga/cttc, 
in  his  hand,  full  of  vidlory,  full  of  triumph,  tokl  us  then, 
it  was  act  yet  a  time  tor  peace.  What  docs  tlic  noble  Lcrj 
t.tll  us  now  ?  W'c  are  defeated,  ,ve  muft  not  be  dikouragcd, 
we  mull:  renew  our  efforts,  for  there  arc  great  refources  ftill 
left  in  this  country.  Neither  viftory  nor  defeat  then  are  to 
produce  any  gopd  to  this  country  ;  for  if  viftory  was  not 
to  1)0  the  means,  I  thought  defeat  might  have  been.  Buf 
xyhciiTcr  viftors  or  vanc'uifhed,  according  to  the  noble  Lord's 
dccla  ..tions,  we  are  liill  to  puriuc  this  hopelefs,  ruinous 
quarreb  Tlje  poble  Lord  has  talked  of  refources  ftill  left. 
Does  he  tbink  tliat  all  the  money  in  this  cocintry  will  be  giv- 
en to  fujiport  this  ill-planned,  ill-condufted,  fanguinary  pro- 
jcft  r  lias  he  told  the  country  what  benefits  arc  to  arifc 
from  the  fuccefs  of  his  plans  ?  No,  Sip,  he  has  not;  but  I 
>yill  venture  to  pronounce  then,  that  if  he  was  to  fuccced  to 
the  extent  of  his  wiflics,  no  one  man  in  thib  country  could  ever, 
obtain  the  return  of  a  iingic  guinea,  for  all  the  blood  and 
4  -  trcafurc 
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licaiuiewriich  has  been  already  i'o  profuCcIy  layiflied  nwnv  in 
tliis  very  unnatural  contcll:.  Let  the  noble  Lord  tell  thcnr 
tliefe  truths,  before  he  applies  for  further  fupport.  Confci- 
olis  of  a  majority  in  this  Houfe,  he  fits  here,  and  feemr.  to  bid 
defiance  to  the  country  ;  but  let  ine  tell  the  noble  Loid,  iherc 
is  a  Ipirit  ftiU  left  in  this  country  to  refent  injury,  and  can 
refill opprcilion  :  Lhear  nothing,  even  now,  but  murmurs  and 
coinplanings  in  the  ftrcets.  When  I  return  to  the  country,  I 
cxpcft  to  find  dlllatisfaftion  and  clamour.  Let  me  advife  tl-.c 
noble  Lord  to  b'e  a  little  cautious,  Icfl:  thofe  anathemas  wliicli 
he  has  been  fo  long  thundering  out  againfl  America,  flioukl 
fall  with  redoubled  violence  on  his  own  head.  It  .will  appear 
wontlerful  that  the  noble  Lord,  or  any  man  higlVj.in  .ofiicc, 
fliovild  fo  obftinately  perfift  in  profecuting  a  war  againll  the 
knic  of  the  people,  which  muft  ever  be  attended  with  diJlicult ^ 
and  danger  to  the  conduftors  of  it,  in  preference  to  peace,  wlicn 
)ie  might  rcpofe  himfelf  in  cafe  and  affluence  ;  it  wants  exjila- 
nation,  and  to  the  ]niblic  it  Ihall  here  be  explained.  I'hc 
true  caufc  is  really  this  :— -the  noble  Lord  knows  that  he 
never  can  make  peace  with  America.  The  people  of  that 
country  will  have  no  treaty  with  him,  or  any  man  now  in 
adininlftration.  They  have  long  fince  branded  them  with 
tiic  appellation  of  Tories,  and  jullly  have  they  done  it  ;  for 
tlicv  have'almofl  i"uined  this  great  empire,  by  endeavouring  to 
cftablilh  an  arbitrary,  defpotic  fyftem  of  government  in  the 
colonies.  Thefe  are  the  reafons.  Sir,  why  this  country  and 
America  aie  both  deprived  of  the  blcffings  of  peace ;  and 
while  that  noble  Lord  can  fhelter  himfelf  in  a  majority  of 
this  Houfe,  wchave  little  chance  to  olnain  it  but  by  a  remcd\' 
which  woidd  be  worfe  than  the  difeaf;.  The  fituation  of 
this  country  then  may  be  pronounced  to  be  truly  deplorable, 
though  1  hope  fome  means  may  be  yet  thought  of  to  extr:^ 
us  from  our  prefent  diilicultiej-,  even  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  all 
parties.  I  have  no  pcrfonal  J.ifiike  to  anV  gentleman  iu 
ndniiniftration.  I  wilh  them  all  well,  but  I  wilh  them  well 
out  of  their  offices.  May  I  be  allowed  to  make  a  propofal, 
which  1  think  might  be  very  advantageous  to  them  and- 
ro  the  public  ?  -1  .  , 

'I'here  is  an  eflablifliment  in  the  fea  fcrvicc  culculatcd  to. 
fupport  fuperannuattd  officers,  or  who  \'lini  to  decline  fur- 
ther fervice.  Now  if  an  efLal/lifhment  of  that  fort  could  ■ 
take  place,  and  an  appointment  made  for  miniftcrs  who  have 
pi^oved  themfelves  unable  and  unfit  for  U-rvicc,  I  think  it  would, . 
in  the  prefent  csafe.  remove  ail  dJlHcultles.  An  aj)p;^intment: 
r    ;.  >  .  of 
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of  yellow  flag  niinifters  would  be  no  very  extraordinary 
expcnce  ;  perhaps  n  hundred  thoufand  pound  a  ycaroi'tuc, 
might  be  lufiicicnt  to  pay  the  falaries  of  all  the  c:;cntlemcn 
now  in  office.  It  would  bean  eafy  compofition  for  their  p;ill 
ierviccs.  The  nation  would  favc  manv  inllHons  a  year  by  it; 
we  fliould  be  rc-ftored  to  the  bleffings  of  peace;  our  anticnt 
grandeur  would  again  revive  under  the  aufpices  of  thofe 
great  men  who  have  formerly  exalted  us  to  the  highcft  pitch 
of  glory.  Thefe  gentlemen  would  be  in  full  enjoyment  of 
their  emoluments,  and  would  efcape  the  threats  and  dangers, 
wliich  hang  over  their  heads,  and  which  mufl  inevitably  fall 
upon  them,  if  they  perftverc  in  their  endeavour  to  ruin 
this  country. 

Colonel  i),i?r,'objeftcd  to  tb.e  enormity  nf  the  fum  ;  tho', 
fays  he,  tlic  vote  nailed  lafl:  night  in  the  committee,  I  think 
itmy  duty  to  objcrt  to  it;  I  thinkitmy  duty  toenquire  into  the 
reafons  why  lucli  a  lupply  is  wanted.  6i;'3,oo:,l.  is  a  larger  fum 
than  Was  called  for  in  the  year  1759,  that  year  in  which  i];c 
Eritilli  naine  was  in  its  zenith  of  fame  ;  when  her  arms  were 
employed  in  every  part  of  the  world.  But  permit  me  to  rc- 
Jieat  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  votes  for  the  five  firfl  years  of 
the  laft  war.  Itwillferve,  in  ibme  degree,  to  fliew  the  ex- 
tent of  the  prefent  conteft.  The  ordnance  charge  for  the  iirll 
year  then,  was  no  more  than  300,000!.  for  ordinaries  and  ex« 
Traordinaiics.  The  fecond  year's  ch.argc  was  390,000'.  ihc 
third  year's,  3()3,oool.  the  faarlh  year's,  544,0001.  and  the 
fifih  year's,  which  was  the  greatcfl  year  of  the  Britilli  name, 
no  more  than  543,0001.  'I'his,  Sir,  is  a  plain,  unornamentcd 
lale.  There  is  no  figure  of  rhetoric  fo  dcmonflrative  and 
convincing  as  a  figure  of  arithmetic.  Our  ordnance  charge, 
this  year,  the  fourth  of  the  x\merican  war,  exceeds  by 
140,0001.  the  charge  for  the  year  1759,  and  is  grearer  than 
:u\y  grant  ever  made  for  anyone  year  except  1761,  when 
every  refourec  of  this  kingdom  was  iirained  to  an  extent  un- 
known before,  and  incredible  even  to  curfclvcs ;  and  yet  the 
charge  for  1761  exceeds  the  prefent  by  no  more  than 
40,000!.  I  am  hopeful  we  will  ferioully  invcftigate  the  caufc 
of  thismonilrous  chai-gc.  At  t!ic  fame  time  1  beg  leave  to 
ol)fcrvc,  that,  in  my  h.umble  opinion,  it  is  hurtful,  nay  dan- 
geious,  to  employ  I'uch  qu.'n:iti.vs  of  artillery  ;  it  lulls  the 
Ijiirits  of  ihc  folJiery  into  a  liUl^R  fccurity,  prejudicial  inth.c 
day  of  fight;  they  bcc'nnc  tapM/,  iiul-  'cm,  and  carelefs  ;  they 
place  their  coniilencc  in  vhe  r;,lillcry  which,  covers  them,  and 
rot  ill  th.c  b  ravcrv  of  their  ow.i  clfort;.  /vn.l  I  leave  it  to  every 
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fpsricnced  foklicr,  nay  to  every  fenfible  man,  to  determine 
which  is  the  bcft  defence,  and  the  lureft  bnlwnrk  in  the  day 
cf  battle,  a  range  of  the  lieavieft  cannon,  or  a  troop  of  naked 

j    ) 'Idicry,  whofe  bofoms    arc  intrepid,  and    ftceled  to  danger. 

*  Tor  my  part,  I  would  at  all  times  place  my  fafety,  not  on  the 
vigour  of  my  cannon,  but  on  the  bofoms  of  my  men.  And  I 
hope  we  fliall  be  told,  why,  at  this  time,  it  is  thought  neccf- 
firv  to  employ  fuch  enormous  quantities  of  an  article  that,  by 
it! enormity,  becomes  a  nuilancc      • 

Sir  Charks  Bttnhitry  apologized  for  liis  inability  to  fpeak  witli  sir  C.  Eun- 
tlnt  dignity  that  was  luitable   to  the  Houle  in  which  he  had  t'-^y- 

f.  then  the  honour  to  fland.  He  had  formerly  been  an  advo- 
rate,  he  faid,  for  lenient  mcafures  and  a  reconciliation  with 
t!ic  colonies;  every  day  Ihewcd  him  more  and  more  the  ne- 
ctllity  of  adopting  the  advice  he  had  prefumed  to  give.  Ame- 
lica  was  invincible  ;  the  experience  of  every  campaign  adileJ 
credit  to  the  affertion  :  our  rclburces  have  been  founded,  and 
(brry  he  was  to  fay  they  were  not  unfathomable  :  cxccili'.  e 
funis  are  borrowed,  and  the  whole  art  of  financiering  v,;n- 
f.'cked,  to  find  out  means  of  railing  the  necclTary  funis  to  pay 
the  iiitcrefl.  As  a  country  gentleman,  lie  called  on  his  bre- 
jiitcn  of  that  denomination  to  interpofe  and  ferve  theiv 
country;  their  pafiive  acfjuiefccnce  to  every  new  burden  had 
made  Sir  Robert  Walpoic  fay,    that   the   lauded  gcntl-.nien 

^  were  like  the  flocks  upon  their  plains;  they  fuilercd  tliLiu- 
fdvcs  to  be  fliorn  without  rciillance  ;  while  the  trading  part 
<;f  tlie  nation  refembled  the  boar,  who  would  not  let  a  briitie  : 

be  plucked  from  his  back  without  making  the  whole  pariih 
rccho with  his  complaints:  what  with  fpecious  pretences  and 
fair  words  to  the  one,  and  treafury  acorns,  with  which  the 
other  was  fed,  the  miniflcr  had  effeftually  filcnccd  the  hog, 
aad  impofed  upon  the  honefl  limplicity  and  patience  of  the 
Ibecp. 

Vv'hat  America  would  do  now  he  woiild  not  take  upon  hiin 
to  fay  ;  but  he  could  allure  the  bloufc  from  the  authority  of  a 
der.r,  but  unfortunate  relation  of  b.ls,  the  unhapy  General  Lee, 
that  the  Americans  would,  at  the  beginning  of  the  dilivitc, 
Iiavc  been  pcrfeftly  fatisfied  to  fubmlt  in  every  refiKi;^  to 
Great  Britain,  provided  they  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  raife,  liy 
what  means  they  thought  proper,  any  fum  wh.ich  the  Pailia- 
nent  of  England  fhould  demand  of  them.  Be  could  not  tell 
whrihcr  they  would  make  fuch  an  ofFer  nov,':  but  he  would 
put  them  to  the  teft  ;  and,  by  offering  them  peace,  employ 
tli;  only  pojiblc  mean.;   to  fubJ.ue  thgn  ;  and    th.it  was  by 
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(liviilingtlicm  :  Their  indeix-ndcncc  was  carried  in  the  Con- 
grefs  hut  by  a  majoiity  of  two;  it  is  therefore  prohable,  that 
a  ftrong  party  might  be  brought  over,  by  granting  tlicm  ho- 
nourable terms:  etiquette,  piinfliHo,  and  every  conhderalioa 
of  that  kind  fliould  be  given  up  :  the  jjublic  good  llimild  ovif. 
balance  every  motive  of  that  nature.  'I'hc  ll.ite  phvliciant 
had  cmplqyed  wrong  remedies  to  cure  them;  tl:ev  pielcrib.il 
Llifters,  and  fet  their  patients  mad  :  for  his  parr,  as  lie  was 
but  an  luimble  apotiiecary  in  politics,  he  would  aj)plya  1k;iI-  l'\ 
ing  plaiftcr.  It  might  bo objcftcd,  that,  perhap*.,  they  woiilJ  \'\ 
not  bear  it:  he  would  in  that  cafe  make  ufe  both  of  per^u^  } 
fion  and  force.  The  ingredients  of  his  plailler  were  a  rLpi'il  *  j 
of  all  the  laws  cnaftcd  againft  them  fince  the  beginning  of  tlu  ;  ] 
flKlurbances ;  and  a  politive  renunciation  on  the  ])art  of  tht  <  j 
.Parliament  to  any  claim  of  right  to  tax  the  colonies.  Tliii  |.J 
was  a  remedy  whic  h  he  flattered  himfelf  would  Hill  be  able  tv  *  ] 
cfleft  a  cuie.  *  'i 

'  He  alluded  to  Mr.  Rigby's  aflertlon  in  tlie  committee  Lill  ,  ; 
night,  that  he  had  been  invariably  conllilcnt  in  his  political  f  .( 
tenets  for  thirteen  years  ;  for  his  jiart,  he  was  of  opinion  willi  ^  > 
the  author  of  Triflram  Shandy,  that,  what  in  a  good  cauft  ^  j 
fhould  be  called  perfeveranee,  in  a  bad  one  defcrvcs  no  otlici  /  ■ 
name  than  that  of  obflinacy;  it  was  poiliblc,  that  the  riglil  '•']' 
honourable  gentleman  might  have  been  wrong  for  a  gieal  ••'  1 
part  of  the  time  he  mentioned  ;  in  his  opinion  he  certainly  •  j 
was  wrong;  h.c  therefore  did  not  think  he  had  a  righttu:'« 
plume  hlm'.elf  fo  much  upon  his  confiftency.  He  did  not  »'"i 
approve  of  the  Solicitor's  endeavours  to  roufe  tlic  fplrit  of  the  ;  ■' 
nation  to  a  further  exertion,  v>hen  it  fcemed  already  to  have  j,] 
been  Icrewed  up  to  the  hlghefl:  key,  without  bringmg  us  a  ji^t  T  'j 
nearer  to  a  contpiefl  of  Aiucrica.  He  let  fall  lome  cxpicC-  ;  ^ 
lions  rather  injurious  to  the  conliftcncy  of  (General  Conway's  -i 
politicks.  *  I 

He  faid, 'fo  long  as  there  was  a  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  or  |;' j 
any  real  aclvantagc  from  conquefl,  if  we  ihould  prevail,  li«  f  4 
Supported  the  mcafures  of  adniiniflration ;  but  when  it  was  ,  •■ 
acknowledged  to  L^c  impra£ll{  able,  by  the  very  minifter  who  j  .J 
Iiad  the  coiiduft  of  our  American  affau-s;  ;md  that  the  noWt  . 
Lord  owned,  that  if  wc  IlioulJ  fubdue  America,  it  would  not  ;  ! 
be  worth  keeping  ;  he  could  no  longer,  confilk'nt  with  liii  ,^ ,  | 
confcience,-  vote  for  a  continuation  of  meafures,  which  coulJ  .  ,| 
be  pro(.!uifli\cof  no  good;  and  would,  if  pevlifted  in,  moll  ;.;] 
probably  bring  on  ruin  and  defl;  uftion.---The  conteft  wiili  ■.':i 
Aniericafiruck  him  in  this  licilil  bcfoic  he  heard   it  ackiiuw-  /:,  ; 
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p.  k.lgcd  ])y  the  noble  LiOrd..    Towards  tlie  conclufionof  th^ 

/  Urt  iVllion,  he  was  perfiiadcd  of  the  tiulh  of  what  lie  now 
('.u! ;  and  as  foonas  he  was,  lie  moft  cacncilly  rccommeiidt-d 
fKiCf. ,:  He  now  did  the  fame  ;  and  fiaccri.!y  wiflicd,  that 
iwnc  pcrfon  who  was  in  his  Majiifty's  confidence,  having  the 
ulvaliori  of  his  country  at  heart,  would  advife  him  to  conU- 
Ji-r  of  the  impending  calamities,  which  threatened  this  coun- 
trv,  Ihould  the  prefcnt  ruinous  fydem  of  blood,  waAe  of  trea- 

:5   fu.'C,  and  carnage,  continue  to  be  longer  pcrfued. 

Mr.    Geors^    Qii/Joiv,    to    defend     every   meafure    rccom-  Mr.  i^.v, 
racmled    by    thofe  who  were   in    command,    infilled,    that  "'y';--"- 
It  was  belter   to  lofe  America  by  arms   than    by  treaty; 
rfC"tiitipn    would    put    an    end    to    any    further    claim, , 

\  ahilc  even  a  total  defeat  did,  not  preclude  us  from' 
rtiKwing  the  war  whenever  we  fhould  find  ourfelves  able 
10  profecute  it  with  a  probability  of  fuccefs  :  the  pofitive, 
Oir  inevitable,  the  HDmediate  confcquence  of  American  indc- 
jyndence  muflbe  the  lofs  of  Newfoundland,  arjd  allourfugar 

'jj  tfi.uids :  .for  by  their  alliance  with  France  and  Spain,  llieir 
united  fleets  in  that  part  of  the  world  would  be  much  too 
f»>\vt:vful  fpr  any  force  we  could  keep  there. 

He  voted  againf);  the  repeal  of  the  ffamp  afl ;  becaufe  he  ■ 
Wis  of  opinion,  that  we  had  a  right  to  tax  America  ;  and  he 
Wi>  fatisfied  that  the  country  gentlemen  were  fo  thoroughly 
ct'-ivinccd  of  the  fuprcii)acy  of  Parliament  over  the  colonies, 
silt  they  would  never  have  conicnted  to  a  repeal  of  the  ftamp 
jfl,  if  it  had   not   been   accompanied  with  the  declaratory 

He  di4  r)ot  hefitate  to  affirm,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  rt-gjg 
il  ftato,  delicacy,  and  grace  peculiar  to  himfclf,  that  the  re- 
Hllicin  in  A'Tierlca  was  fomented,  nourlilied,  and  fupported 
h)-  the  inflammatory  fpeeches,  and  other  me.ms,  ufcd  by  tiie 
incendiaries  in  that  Houfe;  but  he  trufletl  the  nation,  not- 
witliRanding  all  the  difafter^  which  had  happened,  was  ftdl 
fjjual  IQ  the   chaflifemeat  of  \\\\   its   foreign    and  domcltic 

Mr.    _77jomas     Town/Aend     Jinfwered    the    reflexions     of  xfr.  ru 
jlje  lafl:   gentleman   in  a  cool    and  conclafivc    manner;  and '''"''i/'-''' 
luving  called    back   the  Houfe   to  the  queftion,   he  inhfteJ. 
upon  knowing  why  fo  immenfe   a  fum  was  neccllary,  and  he  . 
liopcd  feme  gentlemen  in  ofiics  would  explain  it  in  a  clear  and  ^ 
liillinft  manner.      He  llkewife  obfcrvcd,   that  we  had   taia-ii  ■ 
r'jC  iiioft  etfcftual  method    to   drive    the  Americans   into  ths  ; 
UiUb  of  France  and  Spain,  by  the  prohibitory,  and  the  otlicr-' 

cruel, 
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cruel,^    uiijuft,   and  oppreffive  laws  we  had  paflcd.— -Tliey  |J 
were  now  no  lefs  formidable  at  fea  than  land.     Their  navy,  t\ 
and  he  might  fairly  juftify   tlie  cxpreHion,    liad   thrown  the 
capital  of  our  fiftcr  kingdom,  into  the  utmoft  confufion.    Li-  || 
verpool  was    threatened;  Glafgow  in    danger;  and  the  very 
channel  of  St.  George,   faw   their  fliips  ride  with  impunity, 
nay  triumph,  along  ourcoafls. 

General  Con-May  made  a  Ihort  reply  to  the  inuendo  thrown  i\ 
*"'■'-*'•  out    by  Sir  Charles  Bunhury;  and   told    Mr.   Barrc   he  was  y 

forry  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  give  him  the  information  he  \ 
required;  but  that  he  believed  that  wlicn  the  proper  ollicer  ; 
fhodld  have  laid  before  the  Houfe  the  neceffary  papers,  the  .  j 
honourable    gentleman  would  have   00   rcaibn  to  be   dilla-  .  j 

lisfied.  y 

Sir  CbarUs  Sir  Charles  Cocki  then  rofe,  and  faid  he  flioiild  be  happy  to  H 
act!.  give  all  the  information  in  his  power  to  the  Houfe  ;  and  ht  ■  ' 
was  fcnfiblc,  he  faid,  that  he  could  make  it  appear,  that  jio  '•' 
want  of  neconomy  in  the  board  or  ofiiccs  of  ordnance  gave  .  ' 
rife  to  the  advanced  charge.  He  then  enumerated  the  feveRJ  ,j^ 
appointments  of  the  artilk-ry  ;  but  from  the  lownefs  of  liii  ji 
voice,  and  the  variety  of  the  particulars,  it  is  not  in  our  f^ 
power  to  give  a  particular  account.  The  great  reafons  of  th:  || 
advance  in  the  charge  this  year  from  the  lall:,  are  fcveial,  , ;, 
but  moftly  belong  to  the  civil  board  in  repairing  gavrifons,  ,"  i! 
forts,  ^v.  There  has  been,  indeed,  an  augmentation  of  9,14  ;  '1 
men,  recruited  at  a  great  expcnce  iincelafl  year,  and  llie  jii- 
fcrence  of  the  charge,  xipon  the  whole,  is  56,000!.  j 

Mr.Eurl!.  Mr.-Bnyic  then  rofe,  and  after  exprelling  his  furprlze  Jt  ^  ; 
the  enormity  of  the  charge,  he  told  the  Houfe  he  was  there- 
prefcntative  of  one  of  the  iirfl.  counties,  and  moll  populous,  .•  • 
commercial  town,  except  London,  in  the  kingdom.  He  be-  | 
lleved  his  conflitucnts  paid  one  tenth  part  of  the  fuppliei.j 
granted  by  this  Houfe;  he  therefore  thought  it  his  duty  to  j 
learch  into  the  rcafons  of  the  fupply  called  for  ;  and,  as  thii  .;.; 
appeared  fo  enormous  and  unreafonable,  unprecedented  anJ '.  :j 
unaccountable,  he  would  have  the  moil:  particular  infarma-  '_^  :ij 
tion.     He  would  be  acquainted  with  every  item— -he  wouL;     | 

know   every   reafcn    for    tlie    grant he    Ihould    confultt    :j 

lunilelf  a  thief,  without  intereft,  if  he  permitcd  his  con-  < 
flituents'  pockets  to  be  ]iicked  without  being  told  fr: 
what  or  wherefore.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  fjioL' 
laft,  fays  he,  has  told  us  it  is  not  owing  to  tlie  improvi- 
dtncc  of  cilice,  nor  to  the  c>:tr;'.vagance  of  the  fcveral  depart-. 
mvitSj  that  the  advance  is  uwing---hehai  lolJ  us  all  he  as 
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tell— -he  has  fatislicd  us  in  regard  to  his  and  his  colk-aguc's 
,  (!.\:oiiomy.  They  have  barely  executed  the  orders  they  have 
ri.eeiv«l.  Rut  I  want  to  hear  the  reafonsof  thole  ovdeis--  -1 
(v.int  to  hear  wliy  I'uch  quantities  of  ordnance,  and  i\uh 
numbers  of  men,  were  wanted.  Some  pcrlbn  in  tlie  ealMnct 
r;v/', /7w/7  inform  nu-.  I  will  not  leave  this  fear,  nor  d,cp:iiC 
froni'this  Houfe,  till  I  am  fatisfied.  I  think  I  lliall  be  ex- 
cuied  by  my  country,  if  I  Ipeak  again  and  again  on  the  iuii- 
jcft— -if  I  tranTgrcIs  the  point  of  order,  and  urge  my  Uiit  'ly 
many  repetitions.  I  lliall  thinh  myfclf  within  ilie  heft  poiri'r 
of  order,  if  I  adhere  to  the  intereft  of  my  conftitucnts,  and 
notlnvc  their  pockets  plcketl  for  moonfliinc.  I  pi-omifc  vou, 
Mr.  Speaker,  1  will  not  go  to  fupper,  nor  regard  order,  till  T 
am  fatisfied.  What!  the  enormous  l\mi  of  683,000!.  for 
ordnance,  140,000!.  nioi-e  than  was  voted  for  the  year  1759, 
when  vvewcre  at  war  with  France  and  Spain,  and  had  armies 
in  America,  in  the  "W'cft-Indies,  and  over  all  Europe,  and 
iinmenfe  lleets  full  of  cannon  over  all  the  world,  in  every  fea, 
and  in  every  climate.  Is  it  not  ftrange  and  unaccountable — 
ought  we  not  toencpilre  into  this  new  proof  of  miniftcrialifm  ?. 
In  1759,  we  emplo\cd  250,000  men.  Tliis  year  we  luive 
H(),ooo,  and  yet  a  greater  funi  by  140,000!.  is  v.antcd  to 
hipDly  the  ordnance.  Common  fcnl'e  revolts  at  the  idea  — 
laughs  at  the  alifurtlity.  He  tlien  went  into  a  long  diUjuili- 
linn,  and  in  a  progrtHive  order  enumeiated  tlic  many  mea- 
furts  of  government  tliat  liad  induced  him  to  l-c  confuknt  in 
ah')minating  the  v,ar  :  and  concluded  uitli  calling  again  for 
information. 

Mr.  Lanolo'is  faid,  one  great  reafon  of  the  advance  was,  that  Mr 
I'lc  train  were  afting  in  a  hoftilc  country   in   every    llnfe  of/^;'; 
tiio  word,   fo    tliat   every   equipment   was   prepaicd   and    for- 
warded from  hence  at  a  greater  expencc  than  ufual. 

Mr.  7?/«-/y- owned,  he  was  obliged  to  the  honoura.blc  gen- j^,_ 
tliman  for  his  explanation.  America  was  an  hoftilc  comi- 
try;  and  our  troops  met  tlie  moft  abfolute  lioifilify  c\cr 
l.r.'.v.vn  ;  but  tint  v.as  no  reafon.-— He  wanted  to  lie  info'Tied 
particularly,  why  inch  equipments  were  necelfary,  and  why 
lo  many  m'en  were  tliere  ? 

^nCharies  Frc^lc-uk   fiiid,   tliat   landing  the    artillery  com- c;, 
paniesin  three  dilferent  Lu)dies,  to  i'erve  under  as  many  ;;e'ie-  f'-' 
r..b  indifferent  i>hiccs,  had    !)een    attended    witli    doulib:   the 
tyacuce  of  wli  \t  woulil  have  been  nci.eli'ary,  liad  tliey  iervcd. 
in  line  corps ;  that  the  foreign  troop;,  in  Jhiiifli  pay  in  the  \?'\ 
V. T,  found  themfch'CS  in  ammunition,  arid  lliat  was  the   r^a  - 

VoL.YIII.    ■  Q      ,  urn 
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fon  why  the  cftimatein  1759  ^^"^^  "°'-  ™°'''^  '■'^'i"  double  wlut  ; 
it  appears  to  have  been,  as  that  vvas  an  eflimatc  only  for  ord-  ' 
nance  (lores  for  the  Britilh  troops. 

Col.  pjrr/,  Colonel  iWre  lamented  that  the  general  of  the  ordnance 
did  not  fit  in  that  Houfe  ;  and  called  \ipon  the  members  of 
the  cabinet-council  to  give  the  defired  explanation. 

Mr.  BurKt.  Mr,  Bitrkc  faid,  lie  was  very  unhappy  to  hear  it,  though 
it  was  very  true,  "  we  do  pay  for  all"-— but  he  ncverthelcis 
infifted  on  knowing,  why  tlie  foreign  troops  were  not  on  the 
fame  footing  as  during  the  late  war  .- 

1..3.  AV/i.  Lord  I^ortlj  rofe,  and  faid,  that  though  we  had  250,003  j 
men  in  pay  in  the  year  I  759,  yet  the  ordnance  eftimate  was  | 
made  only  for  the  BritiJlt  io)-ces,  which  were  only  a  very  ) 
fmall  part  of  that  number.  I'hat  the  fubfidies  paid  to  tho  ; 
German  princes  included  the  ammunition,  (lores,  &;c.  and  , 
were  provided  for  apart  and  independent  of  the  ordnance  efti-  ; 
mate  :  that  he  had  not  cxpefted  fuch  a  motion  would  have  *. 
been  made,  or  he  would  liave  examined  the  eftimates  ot  1759;  S 
that  he  would  lake  the  fud  opportunity  to  ilo  it,  and  imagined  ; 
npou  enquiry  he  would  be  found  to  be  right  in  liis  opinion,  V 
"I'herc  were  a  thouland  other  circumftances,  which  conftitutcd  , 
the  difference  ;  but  the  chief  was,  the  including  in  the  one,  | 
and  the  excluding  from  the  other,  the  expcnee  of  the  Ger-  h 
man  artillery. — We  paid  for  them  at  both  periods;  but  in  % 
1759,  the  charge,  though  in  eiTeft  e(rentially  the  fame,  was  | 
placed  to  a  feparate  account. ---He  would  however  compare  |; 
the  cftlmatcs,  which  would  enable  him  to  give  a  more  parti.  |  | 
cular  and  full  explanation  on  a  future  day. 

'r.U.Bu,i^.  Mr.  Bi/rke  faid,  he  was  happy,  that  he  had  fct  the  premier 
to  fiudy  :  and  he  Ihould  depend  upon  his  honour,  for  a  lalis- 
faftory  anfwcr.---The  relblutions  were  feverally  agreed  to, 
and  tb.c  mutinv-bill  ordered  in. 

Lord  Eiju-       Lord  BeuHcbamp  moved  the  third  rcadinjT  of  the  bill  to  fiif- 

ci'""'p-        pcnd  the  Habeas  Corpus  law,  T^L',  ^«;.7>objcded,  faying  itwas 

^''''     ''•^'-*'' cruel  and  cowardly  to  continue  the  imprifonment  of  thofc,  whom 

mmifkrsdurft  notpunifii.  Miniflers  knew,  if  they  hanged  any 

of  the  prifoncrs,  under  the  pretence  of  their  being  rebels,  the 

Americans  would  retaliate  ;    therefore,  he  faid,  looking  at  die 

Treafury-liench,  with  malice  in  your  hearts,  you  thus  confine 

them  by  law,  lill  the  end  of  the  war,    in  order  then  to  hang 

them,  i'f  vuu  dare.   I'iic  bill  palled  on  a  dlvilion  of  1 16  to  60, 

Dcconkr  5. 

'Ih.e  private  bufincfs  of  the  day  being  gone  through,  Colo, 

C«!.  /?,--'-*'■  nrl  7)',;nVmadc  among  others  the  following  motions,    "  That 

>  or.;.-,  or  extrafts  uf  all  letters  ixhitinir  to  reinforcements,  of 

"      .      ^  -  tJie 
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ilic  fliips,  mariners,  or  land-forces  received  by  tlie  fccrctarics 
offtatc,  from  General  C-Jngc,  J.ord  Howe,  General  Wowe, 
and  General  Carleton,  from  the  5th  of  July  1775  ^^  ^'"-'  ^^ 
of  September  1777,  be  laid  before  this  Houfc." 

Mr.  7''"'^'''/w/ objefted  to  the  motion,  becaufc  the  noble  Mr.  y,,- 
I,ord  [Lord  George  Cjcrmainej  was  abfent,  to  wliofe  tlepart-''"-j'"- 
rncnt  it  pointed  ;  and  in  whofe  choice  the  propriety  of  agree- 
ing to  it  ought  in  fome  mcafure  to  lie.  He  faid,  that  fur  liis 
own  part  he  was  totally  ignorant  of  the  meaning  of  the 
queftion  in  regard  to  effeift;  he  knew  not  how  far  it  might 
extend;  how  far  be  proper;  and  how  far  it  might  cfFeft  any 
particular  man  or  men  ;  yet  he  conceived  an  impropriety  in 
'  thus  moving  for  papers,  when  fo  few  members  were  in  the 
Houfe;  and  ]5articularly,  when  the  noble  Lord  was  abfent, 
who  knew  bell  the  propriety  of  fubmitting  them  to  the  tloufc. 
He  therefore  would  beg  leave,  he  faid,  to  put  the  previous 
queftion,  that  tlie  motion  fliould  belaid  by  till  a  future  day  ; 
when  it  might  be  debated  in  a  full  Houfc. 

Colonel  Bnrrc  anfwered  that  he  meant  not  to  ftealcui.  B<irz,; 
fln  occaiion  from  the  thinnefs  of  tlie  Houfc,  to  gain  a 
motion,  which  he  fuppofed  would  be  rejeftcd,  in  a  full 
Houfc.  He  willied  for  no  liniftcr  end;  and  he  would  prac- 
tifc  no  underhand  method.  The  motion  he  had  made  re- 
fpcfted  papers  of  the  utmoft  confcqucnce  to  be  known;  and 
that  previous  to  the  day  of  general  enquiry.  He  tlicrcfocc 
thought  it  his  duty  to  call  for  them  in  time,  that  they  might 
I'C  feen  and  examined,  that  they  might  be  known  and  digclkd, 
before  the  day  arrived.  If  the  Houfe  was  thin,  it  wat  none 
of  liis  fault ;  he  expefted  a  full  Houfe ;  and  if  the  noble  Lord 
was  abfent,  he  miglit  with  propriety  alk.  Why  lie  was  lb? 
It  was  his  bulincfs  and  duty  to  attend;  but  he  begged  to  be 
nnderftood,  that  he  meant  to  throw  no  blame  on  the  noble 
Lord,  for  his  abfence.  It  might  be  occafioned  from  many 
unavoidable  caufes,  from  bufmefs,  from  neccflary  engage- 
ments, from  fieknefs ;  but  there  was  another  noble  Lord  in 
the  Houfe,  who,  :us  well  as  the  noble  Lord  abfent,  mull  know 
the  propriety  or  the  impropriety  of  granting  the  motion  as  he 
inuft  have  feen  the  papers  called  for.     But  as  he  had  been  re- 

itrchcnded  for  moving  the  queftion,  at  this  particular  ]Vjiiod, 
ic  would  in  a  few  words  inform  the  Houlc  of  the  true  reafon. 
He  had  been  very  greatly  furprifetl,  by  hearing,  that  a  lefo- 
lutionhad  been  made,  to  fit  on  Saturday  for  the  purpofe  of 
palling  two  money-bills,  on  Wednefday,  for  the  difpatch  of 
bufmefs;  and  then  to  adjourn  for  the  holidays.  This  he  con- 
0^2         -  iUl.J. 


h 
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feflcJ  had  moft;  particul.irly  induced  him  to  make  tlic  motion 
on  tlrat  day,  fincc  none  other  was  pvopcrly  1  clewed  iVn- it. 
As  to  the  thinnefs  ofthe  Ploufe,  if  that  wastiie  only  oliicaion, 
there  was  no  neceJTity  of  laying  by  the  (lucilion,  lincc  the 
Houfe  would  fdl  apace  ;  or  if  they  wiflitd  a  ne;.>;atlve  to  uc 
put  upon  the  qucltion,  lie  was  well  apprized,  that'  a  nod,  or  a 
wink  of  theirs,  would  bring  as  full  a  Hou'.c  as  tiiey  could 
willi.  Why  then,  he  continued,  will  they  dt  tccnd  to  I'o  mean 
an  artifice  ?  why  not  fpeak  as  men  ?  and  if  tlicy  willi  it  to  h- 
over-ruled,  fay  no  to  it  at  once  ?  He  concluded  with  obferv- 
ing,  that  it  was  a  motion  of  the  utmoft  extent,  it  woiiKl 
leatl  to  information  of  the  greatefl:  importance  ;  ami  he  woulil 
pledge  his  honour  to  the  Houfe,  that  from  the  papers  called 
for,  circumftanccs  would  appear  that  would  make  the  nation 
fliudder,  and  tlic  moft  obftinatc  man  recede  from  his  opi- 
nion. 

Mr.  irdlchm-e  Ellis  repeated  the  arguments  of  the  lionouin- 
blc  gentleman  [Mr.  Jenkinfon]  for  objefting  to  the  motion. 
He  faid,  the  noble  Lord  in  theldue  ribbon,  Vrom  the  muiti- 
plicity  of  bulinefs  that  callcil  for  his  attention,  could  not  be 
I'uppofed  to  retain  fo  far  the  fubjcft-matter  of  the  papers 
called  for,  as  to  be  able,  at  a  moment's  rceolleftion,  to  decide 
on  the  propriety  of  introducing  tliem  into  the  Houlc  ;  whercns 
the  noble  T.ord  ablent,  from  his  more  immediate  concern  in 
that  department,  woidd,  lie  doubted  not,  be  able  to  determine 


ion  ;  and 
1,  that  fo 


ling  for   nvMV 
jueftion,   ilicy 


inuantly  on  the  iiropiiety  or  inipiopriety  1 
therefore  he  would  vole  for  th.e  previous' ci 

r^M'  ^^'■"■''^  ^^^""-  ^-  '^''''■"'lf-'"'-l  "^vned  himie 
""I/-"  •  i_^„,^,  ^j^  objeftion  lliould  be  fo  obftinateh 
was  fomewhatfmgular,  he  faid,  that  afte 
than  thirty  memb.ers  to  fupport  them  in 
had  not  thoiightit  expedient  to  fend  tor  tlie  noidj  Lon:,  who 
ieemcd  to  be  the  principal  ag^nt  in  the  buiinefs.  Thcy'hnd 
dragged  many  an  unwilling  genileman,  he  would  anfwcr  fcr 
if,  from  his  dinner  to  attend  them  ;  and  wl;o  l:ad  entered  widi 
that  vacancy  of  face,  which  e;cpveired  their  ignorance  of  die 
bulinels  for  which  they  were  called;  but  who,  as  trufty  fer- 
vants,  were  preparcil  for  whatever  piece  of  iervicc  was  re- 
quired ;  it  fcemcd,  he  faid,  from  their  coikIucI",  that  they 
willicd  the  noble  Lord  not  to  come.  LL-  then  enlcretl  into  a 
difcullion  of  the  merits  of  the  motion;  faid  it  would  alFord 
important  intelligence  to  the  Houfe  on  the  tlayofgener.il. 
entpiiry;  and  he  carneftly  hopeil,  it  would  pal's. 

Mr.  Sii/ii.       Mr.  T^/fcIf  faid,   he  was  afraid   the  honourable   gentlcnmn 

[Mr.  Ellis]  for  tlic  fakii.of  laving  niide  for  a  I'av,   the  motion 

I       '  ol 
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v:  lii,  honourable  fricml,  had  paid  a  poor  compliment  to  the 
t,iLinory  of  the  noble  Lord  [Loid  North]  near  him.  Me  \v;i3 
Ur  however  from  joining  in  opinion  with  him.  He  was  well 
(  invinccd,  that  the  noble  Lord's  memory  was  very  retcnilvc. 
i!;;  heard  many  proofs  of  it ;  and  would  be  boll  to  fay,  that 
r.oman  poiiclTed  more  eminently  the  virtue  of  recolicftion,  or 
n\o;c  laviflily  the  art  of  cvafion ;  however  improvidcntially 
i!n!  unexpcftedly  taken,  the  noble  Lord  never  was  found  tle- 
feic-nt  in  reph  ;  anil  the  frequent  praftice  he  enjoyed  in  this 
Otcies  of  debate,  muLle  it  eafy  and  familiar  to  him.  He 
fccincil  indeed  to  contrive  the  moft  lame,  abfurd,  and  incon- 
I'lUntmeafurcs,  to  give  him  opportunity  of  lliewing  his  apti- 
udc  for  defence,  and  his  quieknefs  at  reply;  ib  that  he  had 
not  the  fnialled:  reafon  to  doubt,  but  that  if  the  ])ropricty  of 
the  qucflion  had  been  left  to  himfelf,  his  memory  would 
luvc  fupplied  liim  with  fufncient  information  for  determin- 
ing,'his  judgment  upon  it;  but  fuch  now-a-days  were  tlie 
ll.ifts  of  adminiftration;  Ibmc  times  a  noble  Lord  was  ab- 
!tiU;  and  fometimes  a  noble  Lord  had  forgot;  and  now  from 
r.lil-iice,  and  now  from  forgetfulnefs,  the  minirters  of  ftate 
were  fupplied  with  excufes,  when  their  apprehenfions.  wouKl 
Hv't  permit  them  to  advance  the  true  caufes  of  denial.  He 
lontinuedto  obfervc,  that  from  the  papers  called  for,  the 
lioufe  would  be  able  to  determine,  where  the  failure  of  (,ie- 
r.cral  Piurgovne's  expedition  really  belongs  ;  and  if  ccnfure 
inuR  follow 'on  it,  ihey  Ibould  decide,  whelher  it  Ihould  he 
|-oiiited  again!"!  the  impotence  of  the  phm.  <  r  i!i.-  i:.'l.  Li-.ce 
uf  the  execution.  A  noble  Lord,  lie  faid  ink. I,  deekned, 
Jnd  with  great  effrontery,  tliat  if  there  was  any  likmie,  it  lay 
in  the  contrivance,  and  not  in  theexecution  itlelt,  Thcpajier;,  ' 
however,  woufd  heft  inform  rlie  Houi'e,  and  not  only  would 
cxjiofc  the  fecret  foundation  of  that  plan,  but  would  lay  a 
fecaeof  difcovering  of  the  whole  progrefs  of  operation  lince 
tli;  commencement  of  the  war;  and  he  concluiled  by  obfer- 
vintj,  that  every  gentleman  who  w  illied  to  form  an  Jni]5artial 
opinion  of  the  prefent  meafures,  muft  lee  the  neceifuy  of 
lijving  thefe  papers  before  his  eye. 

Lord  A'or//:)  liiid,  notwithftaiiding  the  eub.igy  of  the  lio-j_,  ^,^^,^^ 
nouiahle  gentleman  on  the  flrcnglh  of  his  memory,  he  often 
found  Jiimielfdclicient  in  that  relpeft,  and  at  that  time  was 
not  really  able  to  lay  wiili  accuracy,  whether  the  papers 
could,  conveniently  to  the  welfare  of  tlie  flate,  be  laid  before 
the  Houfc.  The  noble  Lord  abfent  was  the  proper  perion 
tofpeakon  the  fuhjeft;  and  he  conceived  it  imjn-oper  and 
L:);ealonablc,    to   n  akc    fuch  a  inotloii'  in  his  ablence.     lie 
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kntw,  he  faid,  why  he  was  alifent,  hut  he   was  fenilble,  that  ■; 
if  he  had  had  the  lead  knowledge  of  any   motion's  being  in-  • 
tended  relating  to  his    office,  he  would   have  certainly   at- 
tended.    With  regard  to  the  all'ertion  of  the  former  gentle-  ■ 
man,   that  a  noblc'Lord  had  faid,  if  there  was  any  blame  in 
the  expedition  of  General  Burgoyne,  it   lay  in  the  plan  anJ 
not  in  the  execution  ;    he    begged  leave  to  fay,  that  tiie  gen- 
tleman had  certainly  mifunderftood  the  noble  Lord.     He  be- 
lieved his  words  were,  or  at   leafl  his  meaning  was,  that  tlit 
Houfe  iliQuld  fufpend  their  judgments,  till  they  had  emiuiral, 
whether  the  fault  lay  in  the  jjlan  or   the  execution.     He  fit 
down  with  hoping,  that  the  previous  queftion  would  poftpon: 
the  motion  till  the  noble  Lord  be  prefent. 
Mr.  f.x.         Mr.  Fox  declared,  that  he  thought  it  unaccountable,  thai 

bccaufe  a  noble  Lord  was  abfcnt,  "the  buiincfs  of  Parlianurt  :  : 
nuift  (land  {till.  Ik  wilhed  to  pay  every  refpcft  to  the  nobk 
Lord,  Init  it  was  the  noble  Lord's  bufmef?,  and  his  duty,  to  , 
attend  that  Houfe  every  day.  No  matter  vdiethcr  he  knew  ^ 
of  a  motion  regarding  his  oilice,  or  not.  At  lb  critical  a  pc-  , 
riod,  a  iunftureib  fdled  with  danger,  and  when  the  iiational  ^ 
calamity  was  fo  recent,  he  might  look  for  motions  relpeflii;^  '  ■ 
himlelf  every  day  and  every  hour.  It  was  im.j'ofliMe  th.:  ,  ; 
Parliament  could  think  of  any  thing  elie,  or  could  admit  of 
motions  of  and  her  kind;  for  his  part,  he  could  not  come  ^  ;* 
down  one  day  without  making  i'uch  motions,  without  tilkinj  *  ;^ 
queftions,  and  referring  to  ^hat  noble  Lord  for  anfwcr,  |.^ 
[Here  Lord  Cicorgc  Gcrmaine  came  into  the  Houle.]  H: 
continued,  that  now  the  noble  l^ord  was  come,  lie  hopciii  .  i 
ludden  period  would  be  put  to  the  qucftion;  antl  he  finceixlf  ^  1 
willied  that  no  foreboding  fears  might  induce  him  to  with-*  1 
liold  information,  lb  needful  to  an  enquiry  into  the  ftatc  of  |  | 
the  nation.  .        |  i 

Lora  Cccrge  Lord  Gcor^e  Gamalnc  having  looked  at  the  motion,  objc&d  '!  \ 
Virm.u,.  to  ir,  bccaufe  he  was  not  fufficiently  aware  of  its^  confc-  >  | 
quences.  It  reached  to  a  period  before  his  introduftion  ini)  ^  ij 
oflu-c.  It  contained  the  intelligence  of  feveral  years,  andlir  ;  | 
conlVllcd  lie  was  fo  unprepared,  that  he  coukl  not  anlweroii  |  | 
the  propriety  of  fubmitring  them  to  the  Houfe.  At  the  f:iim  }\ 
time,  h.e  declared  the  purport  of  thole  papers  would  be  hiJ  k^ 
betore  the  Houfe  on  the  dav  of  general  emjuiry,  and  lie  lup'  fA 
pofed    that  fix   weeks  would    be   no  material  delay  m  the  J  -J 

^,   „      -      Colonel  /]m-rr'faid    it  was  exceedingly  ftrange,  that  th;  vJ 
^  '*■  nob'  :  Lord  llio'.dd  have  forgot  tlie  contents  of  letters  lo  very      j 
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Sjrticiihf,  and    in  which  lie   w.is  lb    Intimately  concerned. 

he  could  not  imagine  th;\t  there  luid  been  lb  many  Ictrcis,  rii 

tou-iuler  the  motion  ol'  lb  multiplied  an  extent ;  hut  thcie 

*"a5  a  polTibility  that  the  motion  might  be  much  more  extcn- 

(jvc  than  was  generally  believed.     Tlje  noble   Lord,  lie  (aid, 

[  ,    hi  i  declared  that  he  could  not  be  thought   to  rcnuiiibcr  tlio 

y      contents  of  letters  that  were  lodged  in  the  ollice  [)re'.iou',  lo 

J     Lisadmiffion.     How  weak  and  impotent  this  defence  is,  may 

1 1    he  proved  from  a  llinple  comparilbn  of  the  date  of  the  niil>lc 

;*■     Lord's  entry   into  oflice,  and    the  periods  from   which    die 

i4    papers  arc  defired  ;  the  one  is    from  the   5th  of  jidy,  1775, 

W'     «n  I  the  other  is  the  28th  of  November  of  the  lame   year,      h 

i|  .  it  probable,  that  the  noble  Lord  can  have  forgot  letters  of  (0 

ihnrt   a  date  before  his  entry,  lb  materially  nccellary  to    liis 

■    information?  It  cannot  be  liippoliid.     ^V'hat  the  noble  Lord 

nu-ant  by  the  purport  of  thole   papers,  he  faid,  he  coukl  not 

icll.     If  he  would  pledge  himfelf,  that  adifclofure  of  them 

lliould  be  made;  oi-,   as   he   fays   himfelf,  that  the   purport 

(liould  be  made  known,   he  would  be  content.     The  noble 

Lord  refufed  both.     As  to  delay  of  enquiry,   he  could    not 

Ji^rcc  to  it  ;  that  was  the  time   for  enquiry;  punilliment   in- 

Occd,  he  faid,  might  be  delayed  for  fix  weeks.     He  concluded 

I'V  averring,  that  both  he  i^nd  many  other  gentlemen  in  the 

;     lloiifv  knew  it    for  truth,  -that   I'everal  application^,  without 

'     Clfeifl,  had  been  made  by  the  (general  for  reiiiforcenK'nt^. 

. 'I'lie  previous  ijueilion  was  put,  and  agreed   10,   without  a 
J-  ilivifion. 

Mr.  P.  Hcvtky.  Sir,  the  great  importance  of  the  fubjea,  Mr.  D. 
«;xin  which  1  (ball  olfer  fome  opinions  to  the  Houie  this  dav,  '•■'■'h'- 
uill,  I  hope,  plead  my  apology,  for  tlic  trouble  which  1  am 
j^oing  to  give  them.  1  wifli  to  call  their  molt  fciious  at- 
tention to  the  extravagant  and  boundlefs  cxpcnces  of  the 
American  war,  wliich  after  all  is  an  imprafticablc  proiecl, 
a  well  as  unjuft,  and  univerfally  deflruftive.  I  take  i];is 
I  cirlv  part  of  the  icllion  to  rtate  the  expences  of  the  war,  if 
It  liiould  continue  another  campaign,  that  you  may  be  ap- 
)'M/.cd  in  time.  \\'hat  is  called  the  budget  day  is  ulually  at 
il'.c  end  of  the  fellkjn  ;  when  all  meafures  of  the  year  are  de- 
cideiland  entered  upon,  it  is  then  too  late  to  conilder  of  the 
rxiKinces ;  meafvncs  that  are  predetermined  rnull  l)c  lup- 
l-orud,  coft  what  they  will.  But  if  the  enormous  expence 
|if  this  fatal  war,  and  all  the  ruinous  confequences  which  await 
'i.    l)ic  lai)dcd  and  cotnmercial   intereils  of  this  country,  allbrd 

I'  ^".y 
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any  arguments'  to  wilhold  your  hand,  now  ib  llic  tunc  to 
attend  to  them.    ■  .    ,      .         .  ' 

To  t^ivcyou  in  one  view  the  r.mount  ol   the  Amcncpnwar 
hitherto,  with   the    fuperadded   expenccs  ot  only  one  more 
campnign,  will  make  a  nupcndous  totaU     Such   a  tot;;!,  ::i 
if  thcHoufe  had  been  apprized  of  it  but  two  yc;u-.  ;ign,  1 
think  the  moft  bigoted  advocate  for  the  war  would  have  be- 
fitatcd.      But   it  was  a  mafter-plecc  of  craft    in  the  adiinni- 
flration,  to  lead  us  on  infcni'ibly,  concealing  from  the  public 
the   fatal  confequcnces,  till  wc  were  plunged   m   too  iar  to 
retreat.     The  Houfc  muft  well  remember  at  the  opening  of 
the  firft  felhon  of  this  parliament,   which  was  the  l.cj'innii- 
of  the   war,  that  a  three  fhiUing  land-tax  was  voted   b.lou 
Cliriflmas,    to   take  ofF  the  alarms  of  the  laiuled  gentlemen.  •      j 
Your  fcamen  were  reduced  to  a  lower  eftablillimcnt  than  tlicy  |     ,, 
liad  been  for  the  lour  preceding  years  ;  they  were  reduced  at  i     | 
the  beginning  of  the  feilion  to  i6coo  men,  which  is  the  lowclt  |      ' 
cllablirhmenr  for  profound  peace.     I'he  miniftcr  amuled  the  «     . 
nui.lic  in  that  fefllon  with  paying  ofF  a  million  of  the  national  i      , 
debt.   All  this  was  done  to  lead  you  inlenhbly  on,  by  talle  pre-  «,     : 
tcnccs,  till  it  was  too  late  to  retreat.    Unfortunately  the  mint-  J     i 
flerob'tained  hisend  ;  thcdeceptlon  was  univcrlally  encouragcJ,  i     . 
Tliofc  who  would  have  advcrtifcd  you   of  tliclc  deceptions,  |;.   | 
and  of  your  dangers,  were  browbeaten  and  diicountenanced;  I7  | 
even  a  patient  hearing  was  denied  to  them.      In  this  particu-  |l  ] 
lar  department  of  the  revenue,   1  have  made  it  my  bdinefi :  ^  i 
cvcrv  year,  to  lay  a    true   and  accurate  flate  before  you,  in  t-  | 
oppJht'ion   to   thofc   premeditated    and    treacherous   iallacic,  |    _ 
which  have  been  impofed  upon  the  Iloulb  by   the  authority  | 
of  the   -idminiflration.     I   Jliould  think  myklf  unworthy  of 
any    farther   conlldence   of  this  Houfe,    if  1   had    been  tlic 
author  of  all  thofe  fallacies,  which  have  brought  this  country 
to  the  brink  of  ruin,     liut,  Sir,  I  have  never  deceived  you,        j 
nor  have  I  ofFered  any  idle  tales  or  vilionary  calculations  to  the .  -| 
Houfe.     Your  iournals  will  bear  me  teilimony.     Thchipc    /Jj 
rlor   authority  of  the  mimfter's  opinion  in  this  Houle_ovcr- ,  :-\ 
bore  mine.     L^pon  his  authority   they  gave  a   negative  to  |  ,.^ 
tholb  eftimates  and  calculations,   which,  huwever    in  the  n-    ^   < 
-lult  have  proved  true.     That  they   have   1  roved  true,  thii    <;. 
Houfe  and   the  nation  now  know  to  their  cofc.     1  once  more :  ;•.] 
o-fl^r    mvklf,    in   humble    deference    to   their    vvildom,   but  f  ' 
claiinin'.-  fome  conlidence  in  their  opinion.     I   lay   to  you,  f, 
now  ;  frull  no  longer  tl-.ofe  falfe  prophets,  who  Ikux  (o  c.-n-  ;,    j 
ftantly  milled  and  deceived  you.     Your  haRy  contidcncc  ;n  |   , 
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thcfc  deceivers  Ins  already  coft  yo"  twenty  millit'iri'^,  niid  pcr- 
li,i])s  twenty  thoLilnncI  lives.  Stop  here,  ami  coniulcr  a  little  the 
bulinefs  which  you  are  involved  in.  If  the  warning  which 
you  hive  had  from  a  cruel  and  deftruftive  experience,  will 
not  make  you  wifer,  I  know  not  what  will ;  but  lieuccfor- 
wird,  at  Icaft,  that  blindnefs  and  cruelty  mull  be  wilful, 
which  carl  proceed  to  facrifice  thoufands  upon  ilioiirantls  of 
the  lives  of  your  fellow  fuhjefts  ;  and  of  thoi'c  unfortunate 
iii'.;n,  who  would  flill  have  been  our,  fcllov/  fubjefls,  had 
if  not  been  for  the  dark  and  ruinous  counfels  and  conduft  of 
cnir  minifters.  Why  will  you  add  another  twenty  millions  to 
il\  the  v^tifle  of  public  money,  which  has  already  been  fo 
profufely  laviflicd  ? 

I  have  prepared  eftimates  of  the  expcnccs,  which  pro- 
Kilily  may  be  incurred,  if  you  proceed  to  another  cnin- 
p:iign ;  which  if  the  Houic  is  fo  difpofed,  I  will  lay  be- 
t'jrc  them.  According  to  my  computation,  the  total  of 
lilt  American  war,  as  fuppofed  to  continue  only  for  one 
more  campaign,  in  the  year  1778,  will  amount  to  between 
iliirty  and  forty  millions.  The  documents,  upon  wJiich  I 
form  this  opinion,  are  now  lying  upon  your  table.  1  have 
rolieftcd  out  from  the  papers  of  the  Houfe,  the  cxpencci  of 
t!ic  navy,  army,  and  ordnance,  during  the  late  war,  anti  in 
tlji  prelcnt  war,  both  upon  the  ordinary  eftiiuatcs,,  and  the 
f j:traordinary  and  contingent  expences.  I  h.ne  cnrlcavoured 
to  feleft  fuch  circumftances  as  arc  iimilar  to  the  prcl'cn.t ;  and 
to  adapt  others,  with  fuch  fuitable  allowances,  as  may  rilifl: 
us  in  die  enquiry.  My  iirfl  motion  is  conceived  in  very  ge- 
neral terms,  viz.  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houle,  that 
ihc  farther  profecution  of  the  American  war,  muft  be  at- 
t'.iided  with  an  enormom  expencc.  l"he  term  cuormoii^  is 
she  favourite  word  of  the  noble  Lord  at:  the  head  of  the 
trt.ifury ;  therefore,  Sir,  I  think  I  may  depend  ujjon  him, 
for  feconding  this  preliminary  motion  of  miiie.  I\'Iy  (ccond 
iDDtion,  is  the  fpccific  point  upon  which  the  debate  will  turn, 
vi/..  Whether  the  total  expencc  of  the  American  war  may 
piobahly,  by  the  end  of  the  next  campaign,  amount  to  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  millions.  My  rcalbn  for  putting  the 
preliminary  motion  as  I  have  done,  is  this  ;  tl-.ar  in  the  thbatc 
Upon  the  fu-ft  motion,  the  fpecific  matter  of  the  lecond  mo- 
t.t;rt  will  be  dilculfcd;  and  if  upon  that  difcuffion  it  liiould 
:ppear  to  the  Houfe,  that  any  other  probable  total  is  nea-er 
to  the  prefumptivc  proofs,  I  Ihall  be  open  to  conviftion,  and 
rc.idv  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  fecond  motion,  according  to 
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the   vefult  of  the  debate.     If  the  account  he  over -rated,  or 
under-rated,  I  can  reftify  accordingly  ;  but  let  us  at  lead  know, 
vhat  is  the  probable  eftimate   that  we  mufl.  reckon  upon. 
Call  it  near  thirty  millions,  or  more  than  thirty,   or  between 
thirty  and  forty  ;  I  believe  thlslafl  phrafe  v.'ill  be  nearer  than    '    ; 
any  otlier.     I  have  always  fubmitted  niy  thoughts  fairly  and    "    ' 
openly  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  comments  of  the  noble  LorJ 
at  the  head  of  the  trcafury  :  the  cflimates  which  I  formerly    -    ' 
laid  before  you,  have  never  been  found   fiUacious  or  extra- 
vagant.    Surely,  Sir,  I  alk   nothing   unreafonablc ;  I  only   i.  j 
nlk  that  you  will  think  before  you  aft.  f  ') 

I  am  aware  of  an  objcftion  which  the  noble  Lord  may  make,   |   i 
not  to  the  matter,  but  to  the  time.     It  may  be  faid,  tliatthii   |  i 
difcullion  more  properly  belongs  to  the  committee  upon  the   I'i 
ilatc  of  the  nation,  which  is  appointcil  to  fit  after  the  holidays.   ^    1 
To  which  I  can  only  reply,  that  1  am  folicitous  to  throw  out  to    ''    | 
the  Houfe,    the  ftate  of  the  concomitant   expences  of  the 
war,   in   the  earlieft  j^art  of  the  feflion,  hand  in   hapd  with    '    ' 
your  vote  for  the  land  tax,  that  the   landed  gentlemen  may 
be  apprized  what  they  are  preparing  for  themfelves.     If  they    ■    ' 
do  not  interpofe,  to  flop  the  farther  progrefs  of  this  deftruc-   4    i 
tlve  war,  four  fliillings  in  the  pound  will  be  entailed  upon   '■ 
them  for  ever  :  and  I  will  venture  to  prophefy  to  them,  that 
four  fliillings  in  the  pound,  will  not  be  all  that  they  will  have   ■/  I 
to  pay.     In  the  confideration  of  an    infinite   multitude  of  •    1 
matters,    which  will  come   before  the  committee   upon  the   ■;    i 
ftate  of  the  nation,  the  landed    intcreft  may  not  have  that  ;    ! 
pre-eminent    confideration   that   I  wifh.       I  look  upon  the   J    j 
landed  gentlemen  as  the  v/atchmen  and  guardians  of  the  ftate,   t    i 
therefore  I  would  have  a  word   with    rhcin   in  the  foremoll 
]»lace,    and   before  the  ftorm   rages,    which    is    coming  on   j,    , 
n-pace,  to  confound   land,   funds,    manuf.ifturcs,    and  com-    5  ] 
jiiercc  in  one  common  ruin.  .1,3 

The  ruin  is  univerfal,  and  without  bounds ;  your  naval  po-  |i  s 
wer  will  be  exhaufted,  and  thevery  fourcesof  it  dcftvoyed  ;  your  J  '1 
armies  are  baflled  aaddifgraced;  oire  entire  army  is  fwallcved  1  j 
up,  and  perhaps  another  may  foon  be  in  a  condition  not  much  '  j 
tetter.  I  pretend  not  to  any  fagacitv  above  other  pcrfons,  ' 
but  I  h^ve  endeavoured  to  get  the  bcil;  intormation  of  the  '  ■; 
tcm)>er  and  pow-ers  of  America,  fnim  the  wifdl  and  moll  -  j 
informed  perfons,  and  from  thofc  who  are  at  all  times  friends  to  »  _ 
yeconciliation  and  peace,  and vvhohavebcenveryfincerely  well-  yi! 
afFcded  towards  this  country.  I  told  you,  three  years  ago,  thai  : 
An:crica  woiilcl  turn  out  an  army  of  50,000  men,  which  you  '  , 
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tlicii  laughed  at,  and  would  not  believe.  I  liavc  told  you  that 
they  were  united,  and  that  you  could  not  touch  an  hair  of  the 
head  of  America  :  you  have  found  it  true.  The  men 
that  you  fend  thither  are  devoted  to  certain  dcflruftion. 
Ihtint  et  redibunt  moiquam.  The  whole  condiift  of  the  mini- 
ftcrs  of  this  country  has  been  folly  and  impotent  rage.  If 
tiicy  cannot  conquer,  they  will  deftroy.  Every  falutary 
warning  has  been  dcfpifed  ;  prudent  plans  and  counfcls,  as 
well  as  pernicious  ones,  have  been  laid  before  you.  It  can- 
not he  doubted  but  that  Dr.  Franklin  was  v.-ell  acquainted 
with  t!ie  true  Hate  and  temper  of  his  own  country,  and  of 
hiiown  countrymen.  He  lias  given  fall  warning  to  this 
country,  both  in  public  and  in  private,  of  the  ruinous  confe- 
(jiiences  of  the  meafures  which  have  been  adopted.  Tl;e  pru- 
ilcnce  of  his  advice,  and  prophetic  warnings  to  this  country, 
(Innd  upon  record;  he  gave  them  publicly  at  your  bar  in  the 
year  I766;'he  gaveamoft  material  helping  hand  towards  the 
rcftoration  of  peace  in  that  happy  year ;  if  his  advice  had 
been  followed  in  the  fubfequent  meafures,  wc  fliould  not  now 
be  dipped  in  blood.  I  will,  v/ith  permiHion,  read  to  the 
Houfe  a  letter  which  I  received  from  him  in  the  year  1775, 
at  a  lime  when  we  were  all  fellow-fubjefts  together,  and  be- 
fore that  fatal  prohibitory  a£l,  by  which  you  caft  your  colo- 
nics out  from  your  proteftion.  T  did  read  it  to  you  in  my  place, 
within  a  few  days  after  I  received  it ;  but  you  were  then 
confident  of  having  America  under  your  feet,  and  defpifed 
every  propofition  recommending  peace  and  lenient  meafures. 
The  letter  is  as  follows  : 

Philadelphia,  Oftober  3,  1775. 
"  I  wifh  as  earneftly  as  you  can  do  for  peace,  and  Ihould 
"  rejoice  exceedingly  to  co-operate  with  you  for  that  end  ; 
"  but  every  fhip  from  Great-Hritain  brings  Ibme  intelligence 
"  of  new  meafures  that  tend  more  to  exnipcrate  ;  and  it 
"  feems  to  me,  that  until  you  have  found,  by  dear  experi- 
"  ence,  the  reducing  ns  by  force  impradicable,  you  will 
"  think  of  nothing  fair  or  reafonable.  We  have,  as  yet, 
"  only  rcfolved  on  dcfenfive  meafures.  If  you  would  recall 
"  your  forces,  and  ftay  at  home,  we  fliould  meditate  nothing 
"  againfl  you.  A  little  time  lb  given  for  cooling  on  both 
"  fides,  might  have  excellent  cfFetSts.  But  you  will  goad  and 
"  provoke  us ;  you  defpife  us  too  much  ;  and  you  are  infen- 
"  iibleof  die  Italian  adage,  That  there  is  no  little  enemy.  I 
"  an^  perfuaded  the  body  of  the  Itritilh  people  are  our  friends ; 
"  but  they  are  change.iblc,  and  by  your  lying  gazettes 
II  J,         '  '  '''  may 
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"  mny  foon  l;e  made  our  enemies.  Our  vcfpcft  for  them 
"  wiU  proport'ionably  dimiuifli  ;  and  I  ice  ck.irly  \vc  arc  on 
"  the  hi"-h-road  towards  perpetual  enmity,  hatred,  and  dc- 
"  teftation,  A  reparation  will  of  co'u He  be  inevitable.  'Tis 
"  a  million  of  pities  lb  fair  a  plan  as  we  have  been  cngngu! 
"  in,  forencreahng  flrength  and  empire  with  public  fcb.city, 
"  fliould  be  dcftroyed  by  the  mangling  hands  of  blundering 
"  miniftcrs.  It  will  not  be  dellroyed.  God  will  protect 
"  and  profper  it.  You  will  only  exclude  yourfelves  from 
"  any  fliare  in  it.  We  hear  more  troops  and  fiiips  are 
"  comini-  oat.  Wc  know  you  may  do  us  a  great_  deal  of 
"  mifclii?f  ;  but  we  are  determined  to  bear  it  ;  patiently  as 
"  long  as  wc  qim;  but  if  you  flatter  yourfelves  with  beating  ' 
"  us  into  fubmillion,  you 'know  neither  the  people  nor  tk 
"  country.  The  Congrefs  is  Itill  fitting,  and  will  wait  llic 
"  rcfult  of  tlieirM  petition." 

And  what  was  tiie  refult  of  this  h/1  petition  ?  His  M:i- 
jefly  was  advifed  by  his  miniftcrs,  fatally  for  the  honour,  in- 
Tcre;l,  and  juftlcc  of  this  country,  to  'fay,  that  no  anfwcr 
Jliould  be  given,  \yhat  then  was  there  left  for  the  Americans, 
but  to  take  up  arms  in  their  own  defence, _  when_ their  peti- 
tions were  vcicftcd  unheard,  and  the  whole  force  of  this  coun- 
try, and  all  the  uv;rcen;iry  forces  of  Europe,  were  font  to  in- 
vade tlicm  '( 

lliavc  often  faid  in  th.isHoufe,  and  I  muft  repeat  ir,  that  I         , 
Iha'.l  never  call  thcfc  men   rebels,   nor  their  caufe  rcliellion,  1 

but  a  jurufiable  refiftance.     You  cannot  look  into  your  own    ;     , 
bill  of' riu'iiis,  but  vou  will  fee  a   formal  recognition   of  tli3    . 
right  of  ^ehllancc'  in   the  fubieft.     When  the   liberties  and    ]     ! 
l)nvileges  of  a  laritilli  fubjeft  are  invaded,   and   his_  petitions    ,     ; 
rejc£led,  every  fuch  fulijcft  has  a  right  to  the  ufe  of   arms  in    '     ' 
Ids  own  defence.     So  favs  the  aft  which  is  declaratory  of  tk    ; 
riHits  of  the  Britilhconititutiun,   and  the  corner-ftone  of  nil         j 
tlie  liberties  which  wc    enjoy  in   this  country.     As,   in  ray    ' 
opinion,  upon  tlicfeconftitutional  principles,    the  reiiftancc  111 
the  begiiining  of  thcfc  troubles  was  juftihable  on  the  part  of 
the  Americans,  who  were  then   our   fellow-fubjefts ;  1  muft 
now,  upon  the  fame  principles,    confidcr  our  perfevcrance  as    ,    -, 
the  continuation  of  an  unjuft  war  on  our  part  againft  them.    ^    • 
And  what  have  you  got  by  this  war  ?    You  have  gained  no-    |  * 
thing,   but  vou  have  lofl:  thirteen  provinces.     It  is  to  thole    |:Jj 
iiVmUlers,  who  have  fyflematically  invaded  their  rights,  and  ;^.,-| 
rcjcaeJ  all  their  petitions,  that  you  are  indebted  for  this  lols;    ^ 
tli'cv  lave  fumined  up  uU  thvir  pernicious  meafures  in  this  bft  ^ 
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■  faU'.l  .ii5l,  of  advifing  the  King  to  rcjcft  unheard  the  united  pe- 
tition of  all  th.e  American  colonics.  That  man  has  much  ro 
lafwcr  for  to  this  country,  who  advifed  that  fatal  meafurc; 
aiKJ  I  hope  the  time  will  come,  when  this  Houie  will  addrcfs 
J,  iKf  King  to  know  who  did  advife  it.  It  was  done  jufl  upoa 
(.  iKceveof  the  accefiion  to  office^  of  the  noble  Lord  who  is 
DOW  at  the  head  of  the  American  department.  I  do  not 
cliarge  it  Upon  him,  becaufc  I  have  no  fpecific  grounds  ibr 
Uich  a  charge;  but  thus  much  I  am  free  to  fay,  tint  the  fpirit 
of  fuch  a  mcafurc  is  more  conformable  to  tlie  fyftem  which 
has  been  followed  fincc  his  accelRon  to  otiicc,  than  to  the  [\- 
llcm  which  prevailed  before,  and  which  was  let  aiule  to  make 
wny  for  him.  Of  another  faft,  however,  we  are  well  af- 
fartd,  and  of  the  author  and  advifer.  Since  the  noble  Lord 
at  rhe  head  of  the  American  department  came  into  otlice,  liis 
Majcfty  has  been  advifed  not  to' lay  the  leafl;  fcrap  of  iufor- 
inati'in  before  the  Houfe.  Before  that  time  we  had  fomc  ia- 
formation  from  the  correfpond-nce  of  the  plantation-oiii.e 
liiJ  before  us.  That  information  was  partial  indccil,'aad 
garbled;  but  now  the  ;ninifl:'-r  holds  up  hi^  hcaiJ  in  a 
Ii.iughtier  ftile  ;  he  does  notcoadefcend  to  take  the  leail  no- 
tice of  Parliament,  or  to  give  us  the  leafl:  fcrap  of  inform  i- 
tion.  We  know  that  he'is  refponiible,  and  that  by  fecreting 
all  information,  he  takes  a  great  rifque  of  refponfibllity  upon 
himfclf:  but  what  is  the  confideration  of  a  private  perfon  to 
tlie  great  interells  of  the  wiiol'.-  ftate  at  large  ?  If  ho  lliall  ever 
be  found  to  have  fccrcted  information  from  Parliament,  which 
might  have  guided  die  counfels  of  tills  lioufe  to  other  mea- 
I'ures,  the  relponfibillty  of  a  private  man  can  be  no  adequate 
rccompence  to  his  country,  for  having  led  them  blindfold  to 
ruin. 
What  then  is  there  left  for  us  to. do  in  this  difafl:rous  ftate 
'  of  things  ?  Indeed,  Sir,  I  can  hardly  fee  one  ray  of  hope. 
You  would  not  hearken  to  advice  in  time.  You  would  not 
oifcrany  conditional  terms  of  fal)miffion  to  your  colonies. 
You  gave  them  no  alternative,  but  independence,  or  uncondi- 
tional fubmiirion.  They  are  now  in  poflcilion  of  indepen- 
dence, and  you  cannot  wrcil  it  from  them.  Sir,  you  know 
my  fentiments  u]>on  this  matter  of  independence ;  I  have 
laid  them  before  the  Houfe  upon  former  occafions.  I  con- 
i'<i\,  that  I  do  not  fee  the  horrors  attending  the  Icgillntive  in- 
dependence of  your  colonies,  that  many  ijcrfons  do.  If  I 
cuuld  tlatter  mylelf,  that  the  Houfe  wcjuld  confcnt  patiently 
to  hear  fuch  a  prOjOofuiou  debated,  I  think  their  terrors  would 
2  -  var.iih; 
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vanifli ;  and  after  all,  you  c.mnot  help  yourfclves.  There  is 
no  wiklom  in  declaring  a  thing  inadmiHihlf,  that  certainly 
mud  and  will  come  to  pafs.  It  the  Houfr  would  lend  a  fa- 
vourable ear  to  fuch  a  propofition,  1  Ihould  conceive  a  ray 
of  hope,  thai;  things  might  ftill  cud  well. 

I  have  in  my  hand  a  propofition,  which  I  read  to 
the  Houfc  laft  year,  drawn  up  in  the  fliape  of  a  propofcd 
addrefs  to  the  King.  Perhaps  a  cooler  relledlion,  ami 
'  the  courfe  of  events  which  have  lately  happened,  and 
the  prefent:  ftatc  of  your  affairs,  may  induce  the  Houfc 
to  lend  a  tolerating  car.  I  will,  with  their  permiinon  (;i5 
they  feem  not  unwilling  to  hearken  at  Icall)  repeat  fiicli 
parts  of  that  propofed  addrefs,  as  contain  the  arguments  for 
the  legiflative  independence  of  America,  If  I  were  permitted, 
1  would  recommend  to  the  Houfc  to  lay  fentimcnts  before 
the  King  to  the  following  effeift — That  all  good  govern- 
ment is  eflablifhed  for  the  fafcty  and  content  of  the  people, 
as  cxpreffed  by  the  general  voice  and  common  confcnt  of  the 
members  of  any  community;  and  that  whatever  uijierintend- 
ing  power  or  controul  a  parent  ftatc  may  be  intitlcd  to,  in  the 
infancy  of  any  colony,  as  for  the  common  good  of  any  fuch 
colony  in  its  infancy,  yet  that  the  ultimate  end  of  all  coloni- 
zation is,  and  ought  to  be,  to  cftablilh  kindred  and  deriva- 
tive communities  into  pcrfeft  fucieties,  in  the  fullncfs  of  po- 
pulation, fcttlcment,  profperity  and  power.  Thefc  princi- 
ples are  not  only  fouitded  in  the  nature  of  mankind,  but  an 
]>cculiarly  applicable  to  our  own  colonifts,  who  carried  out 
with  them,  into  their  foreign  fettlcments,  the  feeds  of  the 
Britifli  conftitution,  wh'cli  we  ilattcr  ourfclves  to  be  the 
hiippieft  and  moft  free  in  thev.Luld.  Tlicfe  colonies,  under 
the  auf])iciou8  and  fiicndly  eye  oi  the  parent  ftate,  have  at 
.    "  length  out-grown  the  imbecilities  of   their  infant   flatc,  and 

approach  to  the  maturity  of  fcttlcment  and  ]iopuhiiion,  and 
all  the  arts  of  life  ;  and  thercl.iy  arc  become  capable  of  th;it 
glorious  inheritance  of  perfcft  freedom,  w'licli  their  parent 
liate  has  in  former  times  rcfcued  out  of  the  hands  of  tyrants, 
with  a  view  to  ailert  it  for  the  common  good  and  ufe  of  man- 
kind, and  jiarticularly  to  tranfmit  it  entire  to  t'lcir  own  de- 
fcenikmts.  As  no  country  can  aVrive  at  its  full  perfeftion, 
while  it  is  confined  in  the  pov/ers  of  a  free  legillation  reipeft- 
ing  the  concerns  of  its  own  internal  policy  ;  and  as  the  tran- 
fition  of  colonics  from  the  controul  of  adlftarit  parent  ftate, 
to  the  abfolute  pofleflion,  in  full  right,  of  all  their  Icgillativc 
powtrv,   muft  inevitably  (at  a  certain   period  of  connexion 

between 
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l-ctwccn  the  parent  flate  and  its  colonies)  difturb,  or  at  Icafl 
for  a  time  lufpcnd,  the  harmony  of  affcdllon  and  mutual  cor- 
';  rcfpondence  of  intcrefts ;  and  as  the  courfe  of  tlie  prcient 
/lifputcs  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  has  \cd  to 
that  dangerous  point  of  contention,  vvliicli  being  ori[:;ina!ly 
inherent  in  the  relation  of  parent  ftatc  and  colony,  novv'ibcws 
itt'clf  fo  icrious  in  its  afpeft,  as  perhaps  to  threaten,  if  not 
amicably  adjuiled,  the  ruin  of  one  or  both  countries;  your 
Commons  therefore  think  it  wife  and  prudent,  to  follow  rlic 
apparently  natural  and  unavoidable  courfe  of  things ;  and  to 
bcftow  upon  the  colonies  an  entire  freedom  of  their  legillallvc 
powers  within  thcmfelves  ;  hoping  thereby  to  lav  a  founda- 
tion, for  a  perpetual  and  indiflbluble  bond  of  afFeftion  and  al- 
liance, in  every  relpeft  as  benehcial  to  both  countries,  as  the 
coanexion  whlcli  has  hitlierto  fubfifted  between  them,  in  the 
mutual  relation  of  parent  ftate  and  colony  ;  and  with  this  ad- 
dicional  hope  of  permanence,  that,  according  to  all  human 
prudence,  fuch  connexions,  in  which  there  is  no  latent  prin- 
ciple of  future  difcord,  may  be  trufted  and  relied  upon,  for 
the  cordial  reftoraiion  of  peace,  and  for  all  the  bleffings  of 
reconciliation  between  this  country,  and  the  offspring  of  its 
own  liberty,  formed  in  the  perfeft  refcmblance  of  its  own 
conftitution,  and  tranfplanted  into  the  new  world  of  Ame- 
rica. Your  faithful  Commons  therefore  humbly  befeech 
your  Majefty,  to  order  an  immediate  fufpenfion  of  hollilitics 
in  America,  for  the  fake  of  preventing  any  farther  cfl'ufioii 
of  blood  ;  and  to  concur  widi  your  Parliament  upon  the 
proun.l-work  of  tl.e  foregoing  principles  and  confiderations, 
in  laying  a  foundation  for  reconcilement  and  perpetual  peace 
between  this  countiy  and  America. 

'|"o  this  propofition,  Sir,  I  would  annex,  as  the  concomi- 
tant condition  on  the  otiier  fide,  a  compaft  of  trade  to  be  ob- 
fcrvcd  by  the  ,lmericans,  fimilar  to  that  which  fubfifted  be- 
twctii  the  two  countries  liefore  the  rupture.  Upon  the  ad- 
niiflion  of  thcfe  combined  propofitions,  I  would  pvoi.)o(t;  to 
proceed  upon  them  as  fundamentals,  in  the  negotiation  of  a 
perpetual  feederal  alliance  in  all  its  diftributivc  parts. 

Sir,  Lfhouldonce  luore  afk  your  pardon  for  having  given 
you  and  the  Ho  a  fefo  much  trouble,  I  am  very  fcnfiMe  of 
their goodnefs  and  indulgence.  The  rcfult  of  every  aigu- 
mtnt  that  I  have  ever  offered  to  the  Houfe  upon  American 
fubjeftshas  been,  by  fome  caft  or  other,  to  feek  the  praflica- 
blc  means  of  reftoring  peace.  It  is,  and  ever  will  be  the  iblc 
obic£tof-aU  my  anxiety  and  labours  in  the  public  caufc. 
-     •;  I  will 
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T  will  now  read  to  tlie  Houfc  the  fcvcral  motions  which  I 
h;ivc  to  ofier,  as  they  ftand  in  order. 

Tliat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Iloufe,  that  tlie  farther  pro- 
fccution  of  the  American  war  maftbc  attended  with  an  cnor- 
inous  cxpence. 

Thatit  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  the  cxpcnces  of 
another  campaign  in  the  year  177S,  added  to  ilic  cxpcnces 
alreadyincurred  in  the  American  war,  may  probably  amount 
to  a  fum  not  lefs  than  between  30  and  40  millions  flcrling, 
which  mufl  create  an  alarming  iiicreafe  of  the  principal  ami 
interefl:  of  the  national  debt;  and  muft  require  many  ad- 
ditional heavy  and  burdeufcme  taxes,  land-taxes,  as  well  as 
other  taxes,  upon  thcBritilli  fubiefts  to  defray. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  iloufe,  that  the  farther  profc- 
cution  of  the  American  warmufi  be  deftrui'tive  of  the  naviga- 
tion, commerce,  riches  and  relinirccsof  t]ii>.  country,  as  well  ai 
of  the  lives  of  his  Maiefiy's  fubjce^s ;  and  ihat  it  will  Umvc  lis 
in  an  exhanlled  ftate,  wilh  our  land  and  fea  forces  at  the 
diflance  of  three  thoufand  miles,  open  to  the  infults  or  at- 
tack of  any  fecret  or  iniidious  enemy  to  this  country. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  lliis  Houfc,  that  it  is  unbccomin;; 
the  wifdom  and  prudence  of  Parliament,  to  proceed  any  lai- 
th:rin  the  fupport  of  tliis  fruithfs,  cxpcnfive  and  defiruiliv: 
war;  more  cfpecially  witliout  any  fpccific  lerms  of  accommo- 
dation declared. 

I.d.  K:,-!h.  Lord  A'«7/^  objected  to  the  motions,  bccaufe  he  faid,  lliry 
were  out, of  time,  and  improper,  lie  nc\  cr  heard  inch  mo- 
tions made  in  a  Houfe;  they  were  prop:r  for  a  Committee. 
As  to  thcfirfl,  he  laid,  no  one  could  objea.  to  it.  He  hiiii- 
i"df  confefTed,  that  it  muft  be  attended  with  enormous «. 
ponce,  but  that  it  was  impoliible  for  the  Houfc,  in  his  opi- 
nion, to  decide  on  tiic  next,  before  the  day  of  general  clil- 
cuflion,  when  they  had  every  fail  before  them,  and  could  be 
able  to  determine  with  propriety. 

f.Ir.  Enrhc.  Mr.  Burhc  role,  and  here  a  fort  of  byc-battk  comincnctd 
between  liim  and  Lord  LilLurne,  on  a  paliage  in  the  kit 
Gazette,  where  General  Vaughan  fays,  he  went  to  Eiopw, 
"  bccaiife  it  was  a  nurfery  for  every  villain  in  the  country, 
and  when  he' arrived  there,  they  fired  from  the  windows  a: 
his  men,  which  brought  him  to  the  neccHity  of  reducing  the 
place  to  afltes,"  Mr.  Buike  faid,  this  pallagc  was  oblcuri-, 
and  that  he  faw  no  fuflicicnt  reafon  for  burning  the  too. 
Lord  Lifburnc,  in  private,  conferred  with  Iiim  upon  it ;  when 
he  told  the  noble   Lord,  he  faw  no  good  reafoa  that  General 

Yaucjli.::. 
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Vjuphan  had  for  going  to  E(>>iis  at  all.     The  conttft  conti- 
H'jcJ  until 

Sir  Gconi:  Savilc  faid,  he  wifiied  to  living  hack  the  atten-  sir  r..  .^, 
I'.on  of  the  tloufc  to  the  (jucftion,  and  airured  the  treafury- •^'''•=''•''• 
Icncli,  he  would  alio  pay  them  in  good  time,  a  very  proper 
Jttcnlion.  After  whidi,  he  infinuated  fomcthing  of  ini- 
pc.-.chments,  adding,  tliat  though  tlie  peojjle  of  England  were 
fo.Tictimes  apt  to  be  mild,  they  were  at  other  times  as  apt  to 
!c  in  great  heat.  He  faid,  he  agreed  with  his  honourable 
[  friend,  whole  calralations  and  labours  he  highly  compli- 
'  ■  mcnted,  but  he  was  not  for  treating  with  America  as  an  inde- 
j^cnucnt  ftatc. 

(jovemor  Johnjlone  faid,  he  would  take  occafion  from  the  Covjrnor 
r!raught  of  the  addrefs,  which  Mr.  Hartley  opened  in  his  J  "'■"■J' •■'■'' 
f,xcch  to  the  Houfc,  to  give  to  the  Houfe  liis  opinion 
(f  the  ground  on  which  any  peace  with  the  colonics 
lho\i]d  be  made.  lie  compared  the  rights  and  conftitu- 
!inii  of  which  the  colonies  were,  bylaw,  in  pofTeffion,  to  a 
copyhold  right,  held  from  the  original  poffeflor,  who  liad 
tli:  freehold,  but  a  copyhold  of  defined  and  unimpeachable 
rights,  fuhjeft,  however,  to  the  condition  of  the  tenure.  By 
^  lb  much  as  this  ibrt  of  rights  (however  it  became  fo)  was  infc- 
I  rior  to  a  freehold,  by  fo  much  more  we  were  bound  to  gnaid 
and  maintain  thele  rights  of  theirsunder  our  proteftion.  If  we 
invaded  them,  we  tliereby  gave  them  <i  right  to  enquire,  by 
what  original  right  we  '.ilumci!,  that  the  tenure  and  their 
;■  rights  and  polll-nion  were  of  this  inferior  nature.  We  gave 
"  liicm  aright  to  refift  and  to  rebel.  He  could  not  therefore, 
lie  laid,  adopt  the  ideas  of  Mr.  Hartley,  at  leaft  in  the  form  in 
which  they  were  contained  in  the  draught  of  the  addrefs,  as 
it  put  the  colonies  on  the  ground  of  independence.  Though 
he  fliould  always  maintain  the  rights  of  the  Americans,  as 
,■  colonifts,  yet  he  never  could  adopt  the  idea  of  their  indepen- 
-  (Itnce,  He  always  thought  the  letting  the  colonies  loofc,  to 
Lc  a  dangerous  meafure. 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  lie  thought  [here  he  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  EurU 
J  Colonel  Onllow,  who  faid  he  had  fpoken  before,  and  that  it 
f  was  againft  order  to  fpeak  again  ;  but  the  Houfe,  almoftuna- 
nimoully  called  upon  Mr.  Burke  to  go  on]  it  ought  to  be  the 
tml  of  every  plan  of  peace,  to  get  the  colonics  as  much  liib- 
cTilinate  as  we  can  keep  them  with  their  confcnt.  But  at  the 
fjiiictime,  he  dlfapprovcd  of  thus  laying  down  linesand  mca- 
furcs,  in  matters  which  muft  be  determined  as  future  events 
would  permit  us  to  .ift. 

Vol.  Ylll.  S  Mr, 


I30 

Mr.  fo. 


PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1777. 

Mr.  Fox-  faid,  3S  fo  much  \k\.\  been  fald  nbout.  olTeiinj 
terms  and  nothing  as  to  the  nature  of  thofc  ttrms,  he  thought 
this  would  be  a  proper  opportunity,  as  there  would  be  no  | 
other  before  the  Houfe  adjourned,  to  give  his  opinion  what  | 
tlie  terms  ought  to  be- -that  he  though  we  ought  to  give  f 
America  perfeft  fecurity  on  the  fubjeft  of  taxation  and  lier  j 
chartcrs---that  this  would  be  the  proper  jireliminary  of  a  ,' 
treaty,  for  that  however  the  people  whole  fpirits  wcrt  f 
warmeft  in  America  might  look  upon  independence,  yet  | 
there  were  others  who  looked  back  to  their  okl  conneaions  ? 
with  this  country,  and  that  this  meaiure  would  at  leaft  di-  | 
vide  America.  I  would  treat  with  them  on  the  very  topic  f 
whether  they  fliould  be  independent  or  not ;  but  my  wifli  is,  | 
that  America  may  remain  dependent  upon  this  country.  I  f, 
am  no  friend  to  the  independence  of  America  ;  nevcrtheld's,  ^, 
if  no  better  terms  can  be  had,  I  would  treat  with  them  as  ^ 
allies.  They  might  be  good  and  ufeful  allies,  nor  do  I  | 
fear  the  confequence  of  their  independence.  I 

Sir  JVi-IiM:      ^i^  iruiiam  Gordon  recommended  coercive  mcafuros  ;  ho-  ' 
(hrM.      p^j  ^^  ^i-e^ty  whatever  would  be  commenced,  \mtll  America  | 
had  laid  afide  her  claim  of  independence.  ^      1 

C0I.O/./.W.  •  Colonel  Onjloiv  clofcd  the  debate  ;  and  the  queftlon  being  f 
feverally  put  upon  Mr.  Hartley's  motions,  iliey  were  all  iic-  \ 
cratived  without  a  divihon.  The  Houfe  was  up  at  ten  1 
o'clock,  jl 

Ko  debate.     Adjourned  to  December  10.  f 

December    lO.  « 

As  foon   as   the  members  had  taken'  their   places,    I\h, 

Mr.  T.       y.  7^r:<.vy7;iw/ begged  that  the    minifter   [the    noble   Lord  ia    ,. 

tr.wo'^""^- the  blue  ribbon]  oribmeof  his  friends,  would  rife  and  fay,  | 
if  tlie  report  of  an  adjournment  to  take  place  that  evening  | 
was  true,  and  that  it  was  to  be  till  the  20th  of  January.  I 
He  alked  the  ciueftion  thus  early,  that  gentlemen  might  be  f 
informed  of  what  was  intended.  He  referved  himielf  to  * 
offer  his  renfons  why  the  adjournment  to  a  remote  day  woulJ  | 
be  improper  when  the  quellion  fhould  come  before  the 
Houfe.  .  .  -J 

U  NMt  Lord  North  faid,  he  had  heard  fuch  a  motion  was  intended 
to  be  made,  ns  foon  as  the  order  of  the  day  fliould  be  cli(- 
pofed  of. 

Mr,  mikcs.  Mr.  IVilbs.  I  chofe  from  motives  of  policy  to  delay  the 
motion,  which  I  mean  now  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  till  the 
eftabUfliments  both  of  the  navy  and  army  for  the  enfuinj 
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year  were  complcatcd.  After  fucli  prodigious  preparniions 
for  war,  after  every  lingle  article,  which  the  minlftcis  have 
Jlkcd,  has  been  granted,  and  we  are  armed  at  every  point 
for  the  vigorous  profecution  of  hoftilitics,  we  may  with 
ntore  appearance  of  dignity  hold  out  propofitions  for  peace. 
ThisHoufe,  Sir,  has  voted  60,000  feamen,  Including  near 
12,000  marines,  above  20,000  effeftive  landmen,  commif- 
(ion  and  non-commilTion  officers  included,  for  guards,  gar- 
rifons,  and  the  forces  to  be  kept  up  in  Great  Britain,  Jerfey 
and  Guernfcy.  ^Ve  have  befides  in  our  pay  five  battalions  of 
Hanoverians,  aftually  in  garriibn,  to  the  eternal  reproach  of 
England,  at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca ;  the  various  troops  of 
Hcde  Caflel,  Hanau,  Waldcck,  Brun(wick,  Brandebourgh, 
Anfpach,  and  Anhalt-Zerbll:,  amounting  to  above  69,000 
of  tliofe  mercenaries  :  in  all,  a  land  army  of  more  than 
89,000  men.  This  Houfe  has  not  yet  been  affembled  three 
weeks,  and  we  have  already  voted  away  of  the  people's  mo- 
ney no  lefs  a  fum  than  8,643,000!.  I  believe  this  is  only 
llio  fixtecntli  day  fince  the  opening  of  the  fciiion.  Every 
day  of  the  prefcnt  fcffion  then  has,  on  an  average,  coll  the 
people  above  500,0001.  What  a  relief  to  their  fears,  Sir, 
will  be  the  adjournment  which  minifiers  have  iufl  men- 
tioned, for  near  fix  weeks  ?  How  much  will  it  augment  the 
fcflivity  of  the  feafon  !  Yet,  I  fear.  Sir,  it  is  a  m.erc  tem- 
porary relief.  Do  not  minifiers  only  retire  to  return  with 
redoubled  fury,  to  lay  frefli  burthens  and  impofitions  on 
iJiis  exhaufted  nation  ? 

Amldfl  all  thcfc  amazing  preparations  for  war,  fcarccly  a 
tliought,  or  a  figh  for  peace,  fcems  to  intrude  upon,  or 
cri.ape,  any  one  of  our  minifiers.  What  fingle  fiep 
has  been  taken  by  adminiftration  to  put  an  end  to  tliis  rui- 
nous war,  and  to  prevent  the  farther  efi^ufion  of  humaa 
blood  ?  A  noble  Lord  [Marquis  of  Granby]  on  this  fide 
of  the  Houfe,  v.'ho  is  the  worthy  heir  of  the  patriotic  vir- 
tv.es  of  an  illuftrious  father,  ]3rcpofed  on  the  firft  day  of  this 
fciiioii  an  immediate  ccflation  of  arms,  but  the  propofition 
was  rejcfted  by  a  great  majcn-ity.  Scarcely  a  hint  of  a  wifh 
for  peace  has  been  made  by  any  member  of  adminiftration. 
]  will  not,  however,  Sir,  be  difpiritcd.  Some  late  events, 
\inknown  to  the  ?Ioufe  at  that  time,  may  induce  the  mofi: 
violent  to  liften  to  thofe  healing  rncafures,  which  in  the  in- 
folence  of  our  imagined  triumphs,  we  rejefted  with  dildain. 
I'lic  preliminary  of  peace,  which  I  Ihall  take  the  liberty 
of  fubmltting  to  the  Houfe,  ftrikes  at  the  root  of  the  evil, 
S   2  ■•  the 
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the  confcfTcd  caufe  and  oi-ig'in  of  the  Anici-icnn  war.  1 
mean,  Sir,  the  right  of  taxation,  which  is  enaflc-d  in  tk 
dichratory  aft,  the  repeal  of  which  1  fliall  prefenrly  move, 
I  believe,  Sir  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Houfe,  ]  muftiirll 
•deiire  the  Clerk  to  read  the  aft.  It  is  the  6th  of  the  King, 
'chapter  the  I  ath.  [The  Clerk  reads.]  "  To  make  laws  t'o 
bind  the  colonies  and  people  of  America  in  all  cafes  what- 
ibcver."  I  believe.  Sir,  this  is  the  Ihortefl  compendium 
of  flavery  ever  given.  It  is  the  broaded  bafis  of  tyranny. 
•'  In  all  cafes  whatfoever  !"  Therefore  in  taxation.  TIiicc 
millions  of  freemen  to  be  taxed  at  the  arbitrary  will  ami 
pleafurc  of  this  Houfe  ;  without  a  finglc  perlbn  to  reprefent 
them,  or  to  controul  the  expenditure  of  their  money  !  It' 
the  Americans  could  tamely  fubmit  to  this,  they  would  dc- 
lerve  to  be  Haves.  Thev  ought  to  be  more  contem.ned  t!«n 
the  Capppadocians  of  infamous  memory,  who  rcfufcd  the 
liberty  which  was  ofFered  them  by  the  Romans,  if  we  can 
take  a  part  of  their  properly  without  their  confent,  \\c  can 
take  the  whole.  It  is  impofTible  to  draw  the  line.  Tlii> 
Houfe  might  vote  away  the  whole  property  of  America 
without  the  confent  of  one  man  on  that  vail  continent.  The 
very  fuppofition  is  not  only  repugnant  to  every  idea  of  the 
common  rights  of  mankind,  but  "  it  is  againftthe  franclii- 
fes  of  the  land  for  freemen  to  be  taxed  but  by  their  confent 
in  Parliament,"  as  Lord  Coke  declares.  \'v'c  know  by  the 
law  of  England,  that  the  Proteflant  fubjcfts  of  our  colonics 
in  America  are  intitled  to  all  the  lihertic?,  privileges,  and 
immunities  of  the  natural-born  fvdijefts  of  this  kingdom. 
'The  next  ftep  to  taxation  naturally  follows.  Mmifters 
might  apply  an  American  revenue  to  the  advancement  of 
thier  own  profligate  plans,  perhaps  to  the  fame  bai'e  purpo- 
Tes  as  the  taxes  levied  among  us,  to  the  augmentation  of  an 
enormous  civil  lilt,  to  increafe  the  overgrown  influence  of 
the  crown,  and  corrupt  the  reprefcniative<  of  the  people. 
Without  this  taxation  we  have  expcricncL.,'  that  the  whole 
produce  of  American  induftry  cenlcrctl  in  Circat  Britain. 
I  do  not  intend,  Sir,  to  go  into  a  difquiruion  of  the  ftalc 
quefliion  of  taxation  and  reprcfentation,  nor  the  wretched 
nonfenfe  of  virtual  reprcfentation  here  of  three  millions  of 
our  ylmerican  fubjefts,  I  remember  once  before  to  have 
fully  argued  thofe  qucftions.  I  lliall  now  confine  myfelf  to 
the  rejieal  of  the  declaratory  aft,  and  the  other  afts  injurious 
to  the  freedom  of  America.  Without  this  repeal  we  cannot, 
I  am  fatisfiedj  have  peace,  nor  1  believe  would  the  Ameri- 
I        "-  .      ^  cans 
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cans  treat  with  you  on  any  other  terms.  They  proceeded  nt 
the  beginning  with  wonderful  temper  and  moderation;  bv.c 
at  lad  they  fumnied  up  all  their  injuries  as  comprilcd  in  the 
ifcchvatory  aft,  which  they  reprobated  with  fpirit.  ^\'lliIc 
iliii.  aft  remains  in  the  ftatute  book,  you  never  can  think  of 
any  negotiation  with  the  Congrefs.  Tlie  Jirfl  Congrefs, 
which  met  in  1774.  afted  with  calm  dignity  and  prudence, 
witli  moderation  and  magnanimity.  They  did  not  direftly 
attack  the  declaratory  aft.  They  knew  it  had  palTed  in  an 
aJminiflration  compofed  of  men,  who  declared  themfelves 
u  friends  to  American  freedom,  and  had  aftually   repealed  the 

&  ftamp  aft.  They  confidered  it  as  a  Brutum  fulmen  on  the 
I  part  of  this  country.  They  dutifully  iblicited  the  repeal  of 
the  Bofton  port  bill,  the  Maflachufet's  charter  bill,  that 
monilcr  of  defpotifm  and  popery,  the  Qiiebcc  aft,  but 
they  pafled  over  in  fdence  the  declaratory  aft.  Y';t,  Sir, 
altho'  no  exprcfs  mention  was  made  of  that  aft,  they  put  in 
tlic  (Irongcfi  protell  againft  the  claim  or  excrcifc  of  any 
fuch  powers  in  their  very  firfl  refolution.  It  is  of  Oftobcr 
ii5,  1774.  "  The  inhabitants  of  the  Englilli  colonics  in 
North  America,  by  the  immutable  laws  of  nature,  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Englifh  conflitution,  and  the  feveral  charters 
orcompafts,  liave  the  following  rights.  Refolvcd,  lumln: 
.  tnniradlante,   that  they  are  intitled    to  life,  liberty,  and  pro- 

perty, and  ihey  liave  never  ceded  to  any  I'overcign  power 
whatever,  a  right  to  dilpofe  of  cither  wiilinui;  their  conieut." 
In  the  year  following  th.e  fc-cond  Congrefs,  findini;-  all 
their  endeavours  here  for  a  rctlrefs  of  their  grievances  in- 
ctTeftual,  thought  it  neceiTary  to  hold  out  a  kind  of  ukima- 
tiontO'this  country,  and  to  fpenk  the  plain,  full,  manly 
language  of  injured  freemen.  In  a  "  declaration  by  the 
f  reprefentatives    of   the    uniied   colonies  of  North  America, 

',  -now   met    in   Congrefs,  at    Philadelphia,  fetting    forth   the 

1'^  caufts  and  ncccffity  of  their  taking  up  arms."   July  6,  1775, 

It  is  faid,  "  We  for  ten  years  inceilantly  and  ineiTeftually 
licfieged  the  tlirone  as  lupplicants  ;  we  reafoned,  we  reaion- 
i  llrated  with  Parliament  in  the  molt  mikl  and  decent  l.ui- 
.guage  ;  Parliament  have  undertaken  to  give  and  grant  our 
money  without  our  conteat,  iho'  we  have  ever  exerciled  an 
excliifivc  right  to  dilpofe  of  our  own  property,  &c.  &c.  ?<c. 
•But  why  fhould  \vc  enumerate  our  injuries  in  detail  ?  By 
oncftatute  it  is  declared,  that  Parliament  can  of  right  make 
laws  to  bind  us  in  all  cales  whatfoever.  What  is  to  di,l'end 
us  againft  fo  en  ;rmouSj  lb  unliniitcd^a  power  ?     Not  a  fin- 


PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1777.    ■ 

gle  man  of  thofe  who  affume  it,  is  chofcn  by  us  ;  or  is  fub- 
jcft  to  our  controul  or  influence  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  thty  ; 
are  all  of  them  exempt  from  the  operation  of  fnth  laws,  am!  / 
an  American  revenue,  if  not  diverted  from  the  ollenfible  j 
purpofcs  for  which  it  is  raifed,  ^^■ould  aftually  lighten  their  ,|: 
own  burthens  in  proportion  as  they  cncrcafe  ours."  This  J 
one  flatute,  the  declaratory  aft,  is  the  fountain,  from  whence  | 
not  only  waters  of  bitternefs,  but  rivers  of  blood,  have  ,'  '' 
flowed.  I     ■ 

I  ought,  Sir,  in  jufticc  to  the  Congrefs,  to  talvc  notice,  f 
that  even  after  this  they  prefented  a  moil  humble  and  duti-  t 
ful  petition  to  the  King.  From  the  ill-judged  reply  of  the  .  ; 
American  fecretary,  that  no  anfwcr  would  be  given,  I  fup-  ' 
pofe  every  idea  of  obtaining  a  redrcfs  of  their  numerous  1 
grievances  vanillied.  Yet  in  this  very  declaration  they  fay,  ; 
"  We  fliall  lay  down  our  arms,  when  hoftilities  Ihall  ceafe  ' 

on  the  part  of  the  aggrefTors,  and  all  danger  of  their  being 
renewed  lliall  be  removed,  and  not  before."     I  will  venture, 
Sir,  to  do  this  much-injured  body  of  men  juflice  on  another     ;     1 
fubjeft  againft  the  falfe  and  malevolent  aflcrtions  of  the  no-     «.     j 
ble  Lord  [Lord  George  Germaine]   at  the  head  of  tlic  Ame-    ;     i 
rican  department.     His  Lordihip  declared  to  us,  in  exprefs     * 
terms,  that  the  Congrefs  had  endeavoured  to  engage  the  In-     ', 
dian  favages  in  their  fervicc,  and  would  have  employed  them     '* 
in  the  war.     It  is  well  known  in  what  manner  they  mull  al-     k 
ways  be  employed,  not  in  the  ufe  of  the  fwurd  and  bayonet,  < 

of  which  they  arc  ignorant,  but  the  fcalping  knife   and  to- 
mahawk, in  which  tliey  are  expert.     In   tiiis    manner  they 
have  been  employed  by  General  Burgoyne.     The  Congrefi, 
Sir,  in  the  true  heroic  fpirit  of  bravery,  which   mercy  al- 
ways accompanies,  reprobated  the  idea  of  torture   and  cru-      ,;     ! 
elty.     They  determined  on  fair,  honourable  war,   unftaiiied     j 
by  murder  or  mailacre.     I  will  convifl  his  Lordfliip  on  the     j    /' 
fulleft  evidence  of  the  groffell  impofition  on  this  Houfe,  and     t'a! 
of  a  violation  of  truth.     The  journal  of  the  Congrefs,  Sir,      i    j 
both  th:lt  of  1774  ajxl  1775,  has  been  as  regularly  publifhed  , 

to  the  world  as  the  votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons   are   by 
you,  Mr.   Speaker.     In  that  journal  of  June    30,    1775,  '  l 

find  the  following  words  :  "  Refolved,  That  the  comm.ittce  1. 1 
for  Indian  affairs  do  prepare  pi-oper  talks  to  ib.s  levcral  tribes  4  ;jl 
of_  Indians,  for  engaging  the  continuance  of  tlicir  friendfliip  i-,| 
to  us,  and  neutrality  in  our  prefent  imhappy  dilpute  witli  /  j 
Great  Britain."     This   was.  Sir,  after  the  provocations  of  ' 

the  repeated  fianghter  of  their  friends   at  Lexington,  Coii-  } 

corJ,      ■;  .' 
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(  §■     corJ,  and  Bunkci-'s-Hill.     But,  Sir,    altliough    the   Congrefs 

•  j  Tfl'uled  to  alk  the  barbarous  aid  of  the  Savages,  the  King's 
I  Ijcncral  nioft  readily  and  with  eagerncfs  employed  theiii. 
]  Hcboaftsof  it  in  his  proclamation  of  laft  June.  No  man, 
■'  Sir,  who  has  read  that  proclamation,  and  Major-Gencral 
'  Cutcs's  letter,  will  filed  the  tear  of  pity  over  the  misfortunes 
\  ot'Mr.  Burgoyne.  Major-General  Gates  fays,  in  his  letter 
f       ofAuguft  28th,   to  Mr.   Prcfident  Hancock,   "  the    horrid 

nr.irdcrs  and  fcalpings,   paid  for  and   encouraged  by  Licute- 
.;        (unt-Gcneral  Burgoyne,    previous  to   his  defeat  at  Bcnning- 

i        toil,  will  for  ever  itain  the  honour  of  the  Britilli  arms In 

t        rne  houfe  ■  the  parents  with  fix   children  were  moft  cruelly 

I       hiitchcrcd."     Is  this.  Sir,  the  mercy  of  the  King,  which  Ge- 

■;        ncralBurgoyne  in  his  proclamation  liiys,  "  his  Majefty'snu- 

:         incrous  armies  and  fleets  in  every  quarter  of  America  were  to 

^        difplay,  as  well  as  his  power  and  juftice  r"  He  fucceedcLJ   to 

irritate,   not  to  intimidate,   his  enemies.    But,  Sir,  although 

I  do  not  feel  the  leaft  fpark  of  compaflion  for  the  fate  of  Mr. 

Burgoyne,  I  truly  commiferate  the  lituation   of   the  troops 

with  him.     I  regret  the  lofs  of  the  brave  foldiers,  who  pe- 

riilicd   in  the  aftion,   and   I  pity  thofc  who  ilirvive.     1   am 

*  lorry  800  valiant  Engliih  and  Germans  were  killed  in  a  bad 
caule,  in  fighting  againfl  the  beft  conftitution  on  earth. 
Sir,  it  wasinfcribed  on  the  tombs  of  the  three  hundred  Spar- 

1  tans,  who  at  Thcrmopyhi;   devoted   themfelves  to  a  glorious 

dtathfor  the  liberties  of  Greece,  "  Pafl'snger,  go  tell  ac 
Sparta,  that  we  died  for  having  obeyed  her  holy  laws."  It 
ought  to  be  engraven  on  the  tombs  of  the  eight  hundred,  who 
fell  in  the  late  afl ion,  "  Palfenger,  go  tell  in  England,  that 
we  died  for  having  violated  her  holy  conftitution  ;"  for  fucli 
in  my  opinion  is  the  cafe  of  every  man,  who  has  in  this  civil 

i'  war  drawn  his  Avord  againft  our  brethren   in  America,   and 

pcrilhed  inthe  conflift.  The  lituation,  Sir,  of  thofc  who 
furvive,  is  to  be  commileralcd,  not  io  much  for  the  calamities 
v.hich  they  have  fuffered,  brought  on  by  themfelves,  as  for 
the  lofs  of  honour,  which,  we  arc  rightly  informed,  has  ac- 
companied the  circumflances  of  their  defeat  and  fiurender. 
The  terms  of  the  capitulation  for  General  JJurgoyne,  and  the 
veteran  troops  under  his  coir.mand,  are  if ated  to  be,  delivering 
vip_tlieir  arms,  being  permitted  without  moleflation,  to  em- 
bark for  Europe,  and  not  ierving  againil  the  American^,  dur- 
ing the  war.  They  have  then  put  theinli.lvcs  /jors  n't-  conibat. 
They  have  agreed  no  more  to  face  thcfc  cownivlly  Americans. 
They   confcnt  not  tg  nitafure  jwordi  with  their  contiuerors 
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durinCT  the  war  ;  not  to  make   a  fingle  cfFovt   to  recover  their  _    ■ 
loft  laurels.     If  they  had  furrendercJ  prilbncrs  of  war,  the/      • 
nii^ht  have  been  exchanged,  and  the  fortune  of  war  crowned 
them  with  future  viftorles.     That  chance  they  have  given  up, 
as  well  as  their  arms.     We  have   now  fcarcely  a  finglc  com- 
pany  of  foot  in   arms  In   all  the  Northern  colonics,    except 
Canada.     The    Englifli  at  the  battles   of  Prefton  Pans  ami 
Falkirk,   fufFered  two  moft  ignominious  defeats.     There  was 
however    no   capifjlaticn  that  the  vanquiflied  troop;  PaoulJ 
not  fcrve  againft  the  fame  enemies  during  the  remainder  of 
the  war.     At  CuUoden  they  walli'cd   away  the  foul  ftain  of 
that  national  difgrace  in  the  blood  of  thofe  perjured  Scotdi      | 
rebels  againft  a  mild  prince,   and  an  equal  fyftem  of  laws.    It      ! 
is    Sir   very  remarkable,   that  the   fame  men,    who  filled  the 
ScoUif'h  rebels   at  that  time   infurgcnts,  now  call  th-  Ameri- 
can infurgents  by  the  name  of  rebels,     I    will   ne    -r.  Sir, 
adopt  the    appellation.       I    think,   Sir,    the    Americans   are 
fvduin'';in  agoodcaufe  for  the  defence  of  their  juft  privileges, 
and    chartered,   as  well    as   innate,    rights.     I    am    fure   the 
proudcft  and  moft  defpotic  court  in  Europe,  that  of  Vienna, 
would  not  have   treated  their  fubjefts    in    the  manner   this 
court  has  treated  the  Americans,  as  rcbeh.     Vvlien  the  pre-      , 
fent  Emprefs  Qeiecn,  then  only  Qiicen  of  Hungary,  fuccccdc.!      ; 
her  father,  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  in  1740,  flic  fecured  the 
aff'eaions  of  her  Hungarian  fubjeas,  hy   readily  taking  th: 
old  oath  of  ihefovcreig'ns  of  that  country  eftahlillicd  m  IP.22. 
The  greateft  genius  of  Europe  gives  it  at  full  length  -.f  "  If  I,     , 
or  aiiY  of  my  'iuccelfors,  at  any  time,  fhould   attempt  to  in- 
fringe your  privileges,  you,  and  your  pofterity,  are  permitted, 
by  virtue  of  this  promife,  to  defend  yourfclvcs,  without  beinj      ^ 
liable  to  be  treated  as  rebels."     If  her  anceftors   had  been  as      ^ 
wife,  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  would  never  have  loft  Switzerland,      { 
which  they  did  by  opprcffton.     The  Americans,  Sir,  1  think,      i 
are  defending  the  privileges   of  every   fubjcft  of  the  BntiHi      ; 


4-  Voltaire  fays,  "  Marle-Therefc,  cpoufc  du  grand  Due  de 
Toicane  Francjoi;,  de  Lorraine,  gagna  furtout  rcfpnt  des  Hongro;s 
en  fe  foumettnnt  a  priter  I'ancien  ferment  du  Roi  Andre  II.  t;ut  1  m 
J  .  22  "Si  moi  ou  quelqiies  uns  de  mcs  iucecileurs,  en  quelque  lenu 
nuecefoit,  veutenfraind.e  vos  privileges,  quilvous  foir,  permiscn 
yertu  dc  cette  promeirc,  a  vous  et  i  vos  del.cndans,  de  voes  dt- 
fendre,  lans  pouvoir  eire  traitcs  de  rcbelles."^  In  ihe  mnrcin  Nol- 
talrc  f.iys,   "  ijermcnt  fuigulier  ct  qui  nc  rievalt  yM  I'L-trc." 

Vo'-alre  Sicclede  Louis  XIV.  t.  >p  4:9- 
cmpirt. 
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f.npirc.  If  this  country  did  jufticc  to  the  lame  (pirit  of  frec- 
il<ini  in  them,  which  we  apphiud  in  qui-  anceflors,  wc  fliou'.d 
iJmlrc  their  lieroifm,  and  repeal  all  thole  afts,  which  are 
really  odious  badges  of  flavery,  particularly  the  Declaratory 
A[\,  which  is  an  invalion  of  the  people's  rights.  Till  we  do 
ii'.at,  we  can  have  no  rational  hope  of  any  reconciliation. 
The  defperate  fituatlon  of  our  affairs  from  the  variety  of  cir- 
cumftances,  which  have  been  flated,  and  tlie  late  furrender  of 
3  whole  army,  proves  the  abfolute  ncceffity  of  terminating 
tiii'i  bloody  civil  war,  this  lavage  general  Indian  maHacrc. 

Tlie  Declaratory  Aft,  which  we  had  no  right  to  jials,  will 
r.tvcr  be  fubmittcd  to  by  the  freemen  on  the  other  lide  the 
.AllanticL  The  Ipirit  of  it  is  hoftile  in  the  extreme  to  li- 
Ivrty.  "  To  bind  the  fubjeft  in  all  cafes  whatfoevcr  !"  It  is  a 
charter  of  flavery.  I  deny  the  principle  of  this  aft  as  mueh 
athomeas  in  America.  We  ridiculoully  bewilder  ourfelves 
U'ith  frantic,  high-llown  cxprcfTions  of  the  omnipotence  of 
Parliament.  The  gentlcft  natures  are  too  fond  of  power, 
altliniigl!  they  donotabuielt.  Tliere  are  many  things  which 
Parliament  cannot  do.  We  cannot  vote  ourfttlves  perpetual. 
Wc  cannot  fdl  up  our  own  vacancies,  as  the  late  Houfe  of 
Commons  indeed  did  in  the  cafe  of  the  Middlefex  cleftion, 
but  all  good  men  abhorred  the  ufurpation.  Wc  arc  merely  a 
ilclfgated  power  from  the  people,  and  in  that  capacity  only  a 
third  part  of  the  legillature.  We  cannot  then  furrender 
fiieir  Iharc  of  po\Tcr,  by  whofe  favour  alone  wc  acquire  t!;s 
right  of  giving  any  vote  in  this  Houfe.  It  would  be  trea» 
chcry  and  rebellion  in  the  fcrvant  agjiinft  the  mafter.  Can 
V.X,  Sir,  repeal  Magna  Charta  ?  Has  tliis  Houfe  the  power 
tocftabiifli  the  Mahometan  religion  ?  Government  is  only  a 
trufl  from  the  people  for  their  good,  and  infeveral  inftances, 
fo  far  from  poU'effing  an  abiti!  ute  power,  we  muft  acknowledge  ■ 
we  have  no  power  at  all.  I  will  never  admit  arbitrary  power 
to  be  lodged  in  any  man,  or  body  of  men.  Many  things  are 
lb  clofely  woven  in  with  the  conftitution,  like  the  trial  by 
jury,  they  cannot  be  feparatcd,  unlefs  the  body  of  the  people 
cxprefsly  declare  otherwife,  after  free  and  full  confideration. 
There  are  fundamental,  unalienable  rights,  land-marks  of 
t!ie  ionftitution,  which  ctinnot  be  removed.  The  omnipo- 
tence of  Parliament  therefore,  which  is  contended  for,  I'ecms 
to  me  a  falfe  and  dangerous  doftrinc. 

I  have  great  revere'nce,  Sir,  for  the  memory  of  that  Whig 

adniiiiiftration,  wliJch,  pallid  the  Declaratory  Aft.     I   fpcak 

li  ,1  public  man.     I  honour  thciu  for  their  IbiriteJ  refolurion.-; 

Vol.  Vm.  T^         -    '  cgaiwll 
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againft  !^encrnl  w.irrants,  and  the  I'cizure  of  paper?,  liy  which    \ 
the  pcTlbnal  liberty  of  the  I'lliicft,    antl  the   mod  important    |, 
fecrcts  of  life  w;re  rendered  facrec!  and  inviolable,     I  highly    | 
applaud  the  turnin;^  the  excilenian    out  of   private  hoiifc*  by    - 
the  repeal  of  the  cyder-tax.     The   negotintiun  for   the  M.v    I     : 
nilla  ranfom,  which  lb  deeply  inicreftcd  many  of  our  bravtd    f     i 
men  in  the  army  and  navy,  revived  under  their  aufpices,  but    ■' 
alas  I   after  many  faint  and    fceb'ic  ejlorts,  it  Innguilhed  ami    * 
expired.     Many  exetllent  regulations  of  trade  and  commerce    t 
were  made  by  them.     But,  Sir,    I   fhould    have  thought 'all    ? 
their  glories  Vullicd   by  the  iKilfing  of  this  Declaratory  Aft,    ! 
which  ennfls   a  claim  of  unlimited  authority  over    the  colo.    f 
nies,  if  I  did  not  fielieve  it  was  a  kind  of  force  on  that  admiiii-    | 
ilration,  a  kind  of   compromjfc  lor  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp    i    i 
Aft,  which  had  thrown   the  whole  empire  into  convulilons.    { 
TheStamp  Aft  ought  to  have  been  repealed  onprinciplesofju-    | 
ftlce,  notexpedicncy.    1  was  abroad  at  the  time,  and  may  have    f 
been  milinfornied  ;  but  if  I  am  not,  it  was  abfolutely  neccilaiy   .< 
to  lay  the  liorm,  which  raged  with  the  greatefl  fury,  bothhcic    | 
among'the  merchants,  and  in  America.  The  repeal  was  warmly    ;     , 
oppoted  byfome  of  the  royal  family,   and  the  favourite  in  tht   i    > 
tlou'cof  l.oi'ds,  by  his  family  and  friends  in  both  Iloufes,  liy   I    j 
*    the  whole  cabinet,  the  Lords  of  the  bed-chamber,    and  almoil  T   ' 
all  the  King's  and  Qvieen's  houllhold.   Perhai's  the  repealled    » 
not  been  carried  but  bv  the   compromile  of  this  Declaratory 
Art.     1  am  fatisued  that  it  was  not  meant   to  be  arted  upon,    r    , 
'i'hc  new    miniftry  Inwever   in  the  fucceeding  year  built  oH    t   j 
thii  iblid  foundation  of  a  right  to  taxation,  which  they  founJ    I    : 
ciKii.lilhcd    for  them.     Tluy   laid  duties  on   tea,  glafs,  red  i-.j 
'and    white  lead,  painters'  colours,  and  other   things.     The  .     f] 
■right  had    been  determined,    and   the  only  objertions  which;    p 
could  ')'.•  ;n:i.!e,  \'.cic  the  incxpcdiicncy  and  impolicy  of  its  cx-     >  | 
QYc'i.f  in  i  ;  ) '-■  in.[^  mces,  ami  at  that  period.      If  T  had  been  in    ?'  ' 
F.ii^iJiul,  Sir,  at  that  time,  and  in  Parliament,    I  lliould  fire-     }   j 
nuou;]'/  l:avc  oi-pofe,!   the  pilncipic  of  the  Declaratory  Aft;  J  '. 
ha\  I  was  torced  into  a  cruel  exile  and  ouilav.-ry  by  the  wic-    .|'5 
kednd'sand  iniu!l  ,ctof  oneatliuiniln-ation,  and  kept  abroad  liy  'E,| 
the  tamencis  and  ilmidity  of  another.     1  was  perJecutcd  with  ■  $■! 
Kxtieme  r.r-e  aivl  violence  i>y  ;i  fet  of  men,  wlio  thought  diciii-    ifj 
I'clves  iniii;-!..!,  and  abandoned  by  ihofc  1  had  elienrially  icrvc.l,  M 
who  behu'^  encocraged  ine,  and  apni-oved  mv  couduft.    I  \vi>    W^ 
111  i.ie  their  leaiic-goar,  doomed  to  bear  into  tJie  wildernef-.  the  ^M 
fin    arid  iniiiuities  of  a  great  polii  ical  jiai  ty,   when  in  oppofi-    Ss 
tion       Surely,  Sir,  ll-j;;r  has  and  initiuitics  niuit  iv.;' e  beeiidf    jy 
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»i!ccp  dye,  antl  rcmniii  itill  uncxpiatetl,  for  il>f.'  av'ics  ethvn 
nmc  vclierajiicat.  I  wouU!,  Sir,  in  this  gixnt  hufincis  of  lliu 
rrpcalof  the  Declaratory  Aft,  pei-fiiadc  myfelf  that  there  'u 
not  an  obftinncy  of  opinion,  a  tcnacioiifneis  of  ailheinig  to 
what  \vc  have  once  done,  inercly  bccaufc  we  have  done  ii.  It 
fconis  apparent,  that  we  can  liave  no  peace  till  the  accuncd 
thing  is  removed  from  our  camp.  From  that  happy  moment 
I  lliould  hope  the  rude  clamours  of  war  would  ccale,  and  ihc 
pciitle  voice  of  peace  be  hearth  I  trull  th.crcfdic,  in  t^.;^  our 
day  of  diftrefs  and  difgrace,  in  this  time  o!"  l  'P.ftciii.i.iioii, 
tlicre  will  be  a  peifcft  union  of  fcntiincnt,  an  uni\  erlal  con- 
currence in  this  firft  preliminary  of  peace. 

I  have  only  mentioned,  Sif,  the  repeal  of  the  Declarator"/ 
Aft,  but  I  mean  afterwards  to  fubmltto  the  Houfe  the  rejicrl 
of  the  whole  fyftem  of  new  ftatutes  and  regulations  finrc  the 
year  1763.  1  iix  on  that  perio'l,  becaulc  the  Cono-rels  com- 
plain of  nothing  prior  to  that  itra.  They  have  never  hinted 
at  a  repeal  of  the  Navigation  Aft,  nor  any  oihcr  afts  litforc 
that  year.  In  the  petition  of  the  C()n;;iti:-,  ro  the  Ki !!■::_,  in 
Oftobcr  1774,  they  fay,  "  from  this  dellruftive  lyflcin  of 
colony  adminiflration,  adopted  iince  the  conclulion'of  t!ic  Lift 
war,  have  llowed  thoJe  diftielVes,  dangers,  fears  and  jcalou- 
lles,  that  overwhelm  your  Majelly's  dutiful  colonics  uiih  af- 
lliftion,  and  we  defy  our  moft  fiditlc  and  inveterate  enemies  to 
trace  the  unhappy  differences  betv.-ccn  (jrcat  Britain  and 
thcfc  colonies  from  an  earlier  period,  or  from  other  i.r.u!ls 
llian  we  have  alllgned,  ^c.  We  prefeut  tliis  petition  only  to 
obtain  redrefs  of  grievances  and  relief  from  fears  and  jealou- 
fics,  occaiioned  by  the  fyflem  of  ftatutcs  and  icgulations 
adopted  fince  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war."  In  the  fame  year  the 
Congrefs  declared  to  the  peopleof  Cjreat  Britain,  "  Place  us  in 
the  fame  fituation  that  we  were  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war,  and. 
our  former  harinony  will  be  rcftored."  Thcii'  language  v.as 
cxaftly  the  fame  in  the  following  year,  in  their  laft  petition  to 
the  throne.  They  were  alanried  by  a  newfyftem  of  ft.autes 
and  regulations,  adopted  for  the  atutiiniftration  of  the  colo- 
nics, that  filled  their  minils  with  the  moft  painful  fears  and 
jcaloufics."  Here  then,  Sii",  Great  Britain  is  at  illue  witli 
the  colonics.  Repeal  thefe  injurious  afts,  and  the  former 
■harmony  is  reftored.  'We  fliall  hear  no  more  of  tlu:  twoid 
And  bayonet  on  one  fide,  nor  the  kalping-knife  and  toma- 
hawk on  the  other.  There  will  be  no  more  etl'tdion  ol' human 
Wood,  no  heart-piercing  cries  of  wiiole  f.iP.iihcs  nioll  ciuclly 
|i         t'Utclicrcd,  or  expiring  under  tortures.  • 

T  2  -  !  fear. 
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I  fear.  Sir,  that  I  have  intruded  too  long  on   the  patience 
oftheHoufe.     I  wifn  not  to  tire  gentlcnieu.     I   am  lure  [ 
had  rather   hear  any  voice  tlian  my  own  within  thcfe  walls;  ; 
but  I  nnift  beg  on  this  important  bulinels  a  little  farther  in- 
dulgence, to  give,  as  briefly  as  T  can,  a  general  account  of  the  j 
other  a£ls,  which  I  hope  will  be  repealed.     I  begin  with  the  I 
Fourth. of  the  King.     From    that  period  of  this  inaufpicimis  [.; 
and  inglorious  reign,  a  regular  and  uniform  fyftcm  of  attack 
on  the  rights  and  privileges  both  of  America  and  Great  Bri- 
tain has  been,  except  during  a  l"hort  interval,  invariably  pur-  j  •■ 
fucd,  under  the  direction,  I  believe,  of  the  real  minifter.  We  |  . 
fhall  now  fee  how  it  has  operated  in   a  variety  of  afls  againft  '  ; 
America,     The" fourth  of  tlie  King,   chap.  15.    is  "  an  aft  i  } 
for  granting  certain  duties  in  the  Britifli  colonies  and  pknta-  |  I 
tions  in  America,   &c."     Another   aft  of  the  fame  year  is 
chap.    34,   "  an  aft   to  prevent  paper  bills  of  credit,   here-  '; 
after  to  be  ifliied  in  any  of  his  Majefty's  colonies  or  plants-  ' 
tions  in  America,  from  being  deLl.ircd  to  be  a  legal  tender  in 
payments  of  money,  &c."     In  the  following  year  the  "  ail  5  ' 
to  alter  certain  rates  of  poftage,  &c."     In  the  lixth   of  the 
King,   "  an  aft  for  repealing   certain   duties  in   the  Britifli  \ 
colonies  and  plantations,  &c.  and  for  granting  other  duties  in-  '  ' 
Head  thereof,  &c."     Tlie   fubfequent  year  teemed  with  two  r  ' 
births  fatal  to  American  liberty.     I  mean  the  "  aft  to  enable  | ;{ 
his  Majefty  to  put  the  cuftoms  and  other  duties  in  the  Britilh  v- '1 
dominions  in    America,  i?cc.  under  th.e  management  of  com-  |  ;! 
mirtioncrs,  (S;c,"     I  inuft,  however,  declare  that  I  believe  the  Y^ 
idea  of  provitllng  for  numbcrlefs  hungry   dci)endants,  who  /'  ! 
daily  bcfeech  and  beficge   the  minifter,  gave  rife  to  this  fta-  j  1 
tute.     The   other  aft  of  the  fame  year,  entitled,   "  an  aft  « 
for  granting  certain  duties  in  the  Britilh  colonies  and  planta-  j  ', 
tions  in  Ainerica,  &c,"  I  fliall  move  to  be  only   in  part  re-  ':   i 
pealed  ;  for  i'o  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  duties  upon  glafs, 
red  and  white  lead,  painters'  colours,  pa[)er,  pafte-boards,  mill-  ,_  . 

■  boards,  and  fcale-boards,    is  already  repealeil  by  the  tenth  0:  '  ' 
the   King,   chap.    ij.     Tlien,    Sir,  follows    the    aft  in  the 
eighth  of  the  King,  entitled,   "  an  aft  for  the  more  cafy  anJ  »,  i 

'  effeftual  recovery  of  the  penalties  and   forfeitures  inflifted  by  |  > 

the  afts  of  Parliament,  relating   to    the   trade  or  revenues  of  M| 

"  the  Britilh   colonics   and    plantations    in  America."     Thcfc  O 

'  nfts  are  objefted   to,  becaufe  duties  are  impoled  by  them  fer  T  j 

-  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue  in  America,  they  take  aw.iy  |J 

■  the  trial  by  jury,  and  extend  the  powers  of   the  Ailmiralty-  ^^ 
\  courts   beyond   their  ancient  and  legal  jurifdiftion,    Tlic  '   ' 

twclf'- 
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t'.vcluhof  hisALijcfty,  cli:ip.  24,  I  propofc  to  repeal,  becaufc 
j-cilbns  committing  a  variety  of  offences  fpccified  in  the   aft 
oJtof  this  realm,  may  be  tried  in  any  county  within  ilie  realm. 
Tliii  is  Jireftly  contrary  to  the  firft  principles  of  the  conOi- 
J        tiition,  which  gives  a  right  to  a  trial  by  a  jury  of  the  \iciuage, 
S-       who  arc  uippofed  hcfl:  to  know  the  party.     'I'hc  (iime  olijcc- 
'.        tioi\  holds  in  full   force    againft  the    aft  in  1774,    entitled, 
"  an  aft   for  the  impartial  adminiflration    of  juftice  in  the 
Cik's  of  jierfons  qucftioned  for  any  afts  done  by  them  in  the 
ricecution  of  the  law,  or  for  the  fuppreffion  of  riots   and  tLi- 
.;        m:'.iis  in  the   province  of  jNlairachufett's  Bay,  in  New  Eng- 
V        la;ul."     Another  aft,  in  the  lame  year,   chap.  45,  takes  away 
I         iho  charter  granted    the  inhabitants    of   Mallachufetl's  Bay, 
'        by  the   glorious  William    III.     The  Q^iebec    aft   followed, 
which. totally    annihilated   the   mild    and    equal    fyflern   of 
5!        Eiii;!i[h  laws,  and  eftabliflied  French  tyranny  and  tlie  Roraifh. 
jeligion  in  their  moft  abhorred  extent.   The  Romiih  clergy, 
by  thcfaid  aft,  may  claim  to  hold,  receive    and   enjoy  their 
arcullomed  dues  and   rights,    and    no  pcrfon    profelTing  the 
Romiih  religion  is  obliged    to  i,ike  the  oath  required   by  the 
ftatute  in  th'^  firlt  year  of  Q^ijca  Elizabeth.     The  miniftcrs 
of  tlic  eflablifhcd  church  of  England  were,   ai  ufual,  totally 
ncglcft.'d  by  the  Scottifli  father  of  this  i)ill,   and  even  thofc 
of  his  own  ki;k  in  this  inftance.     Then  follows  the  fwecping 
aft  againft  the  whole  thincvn  provinces,    entitled,    "  .in  aft 
ta  prohibit  all  trade  and  intercourfc  with  tlie  colonic?  of  New 
Ilaiiiplliirc,  Mallacluifett's  Bay,  Rhode  llland,  Conncfticut, 
New  York,  New  Jerfcy,  Pcnfylvania,  the  three  Lower  Coun- 
ties  on    Delaware,    Maryland,    Virginia,    North  Cai-olma, 
.South  Carolma,   and  Cicoigia,  &:c."  which  trade  and   inter- 
courfc brought  mto  Great  Britain,  communibui  a/iiils,  near  two 
millions  annually.     The  laft  aft   I  fliall  mention   is  worthy 
of  completing  the  black  catalogue.     It  is  the  aft  of  the  lalt 
Icllion,  "  to  impower  his  Majefty  to  I'ecure  and  detain  per- 
(on^  charged  witli,  or  lufpeftcd  of,    the  crime  of  high  treafon, 
committed  in  any  of  his  Majefty's  colonics  or  plantations  in 
.'\:nerica,  or  on  the  high  feas,  or  the  crime  of  piracy,"  which 
is  now  continued  another  year.     It  is  fuflicicnt  to  fay  of  this 
•  eft,   that  it    Uifpends  the   Habeas  Corpus  aft,    which  fudge 
lUackftone  declares  to  be  a  fecond  Magna  Cliarta,   and  liable 
bulwark  of  our  liberties  ;  not  very  flalile    however,   Sir,    in 
,  tliis  reign,    no  moie  than   our  liberties.     There  are    belidcs 
thofe,  which  I  have  mentioned,   three  otlicr  afts  complained 
of  by  our  brethren  in  America.     The  liril  is  the  Jjofton  port 

aft 
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aft  in  1774.  It  WIS  repealcJ  in  1776,  but  the  fuhftnncc  of 
it  ve-enaftcd  in  thf  fame  gtnrval  bill,  the  fixteenth  of  the 
King,  chap.  5.  The  aft  likewife  "  to  reftrain  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  the  proviuces  of  iVIaliacIiufctt's  Bay  ami 
New  Hampfliirc,  &e,"  is  exuftly  in  the  fame  picjicament. 
It  was  repealed  and  rc-enaftcti  in  the  fame  moment.  The 
third  aft  alluded  to,  is  for  providing  tuitable  quarters  for  of- 
ficers and  foldiers  in  his  Majerty's  fcrvice  in  North  America. 
It  palled  in  1774,  and  expired  at  Lady-Day,  1776.  Thefc 
three  afts  I  therefore  omit.  Perliaps  I  may  have  palled  over 
fome  other  obnoxious  ftatutes  lince  1763;  but  I  mean,  Sir, 
topropofe  the  repeal  of  the  whole  fvftem  of  the  late  Ameri- 
can ftatutes  and  regulations,  without  which  it  is  my  fixed  opi- 

.nionyou  can  have  no  permanent  tranquility,  norperxe  in  our 
time.  I  believe  the  repeal  of  thefe  afts  the  neceffuy  fouml.t- 
tion  for  a  negotiation,  if  \vc  are  really  in  eirneft  to  regain 
our  colonies,  not  to  abandon  them,  or  externiinate  their  in- 
habitants. I  u-ould  treat  America  as  the  filler,  not  the  fiib- 
jeft  of  England,  Kologna  in  Italy  is  lliled  the  filler,  not  llio 
fubjeft,  of  Rome.  I  remember  that  city  has  Ubcrtas  in  the 
•firft  quarter  of  her  arms.  I  wifh  it  were  in  every  quarter  of 
Italy,  of  America,  of  the  world. 

I  was' not  prefcnt.  Sir,  in  the  Houf;  laft  Friday  cvcninq, 
liut  I  have  heard  of  a  curious  political  race  here  a:  tJiat  timi; 
between  two  diflinguiflied  parlies  in  the  oppofiiion,  as  if  the 
minillcrs  were  now  fairly  run  down,  and  all  tliat  rcmaiiuJ 
was  to  divide  the  fpoil.  I  was  told  of  very  dextrous  manage- 
ment, of  much  cutting  and  IhufHing,  of  propofuions  hiattil 
ar,  on  one  fide  of  abandoning  the  colonics  on  certain  terms  of 
advantage,  on  the  other  giving  up  foine  rights  and  enlbrciir; 
others  with  vigour.  I  liave  no  conneftion  with  eitlier  paitv, 
nor  with  any  part  of  the.  flale.  Provoco  ad  t'opii!:'m  will  cvtr 
continue  my  motto.  ]]ut  may  I  venture,  Sir,  to  give  hoili 
thele  parties  a  hint  or  two?    I    think  ihatUiey  neetl  not  quar- 

■  rel  yet,  for  hitherto  I  fee  no  vacancy  on  the  treafury-bcnch. 
Another  thing  I  would  juft  mention.  Both  of  rluin  llwulJ 
ji  little  attend  to  the  opinion  of  our  commcni  mailer.  Loi,! 
Killfborough's  circular  letter  t  J  all  tliC  govt  mors  on  the  con- 
rinent  and  illand'^,  has  been  broaght  into  !iiis  Houfe  for  va- 
rious purpofes.     I  ihal!  now  m  :'.•_•  ufc  "f  it  to  convince  both 

'  parfies,    all  parties,    ev.ry  fj   nik.nan,  of   ih,-    neceliity  of  l 
fpL'~  ly  reconciliation  with    0.1    (  olonies,   Irom    the   declarcil  ^ 
fei"'mcii!s  i.f  uiir  Sovi-i-cig  iiatu.ic.  ■  "ucludcs,  "  Hii  .' 

Maiefly  relies  upon  yotir  ^  Ludcnce  and  fidelity  for  fiich  an  v' 
,      "  -  explanation  J 
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explanation  of  his  meafurc:,  as  may  tend  to  remove  the  prtiu- 
diccs  which  liave  been  excited  by  the  mirreprefcntaiions  or 
thofc  who  are  enemies  to  thr  peace  and  profpeiity  of  Cjreat 
Britain,  and  her  colonic?,  and  to  re-eftalilifli  that  mutual  confi- 
(luKcand  afl'.;ftion,  upon  which  tlic  glory  and  lallty  of  the 
liritifli  empire  depend." 

I  believe,  Sir,  I  have  demontlrated  to  the  Hook',  that  mu- 
tual confidence  and  afFeiStion  can  never  return  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  till  this  Declaratory  Aft,  the  root  of  ■ 
the  evil,  the  foundation  of  this  conteft,  is  done  away.  We 
are  in  a  declining,  and  fliall  fuoiii  be  in  a  dcfpcratc  Itate,  if 
this  remedy  is  not  immediately  applied.  I  therefore  tiiink  it 
my  clear  duty,  not  only  for  the  glory,  but  the  very  fafcty  of 
tlic  Britifli  empire  to  move,  "  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  hill  to  repeal  an  aft,  pafled  in  the  6th  year  of  his  preient 
M.i'iclly,  intituled,  an  aft  for  the  better  fecuring  the  depen- 
dency of  his  Majelly's  dominions  in  America  upon  the  crown 
and  Parliament  of  Cireat  Britain." 

Lord  JJrtuichamp  dci'cndcd  the  afts,  fo  flrongly  condemned,  LoM  Bimh 
in  liis  opinion,  upon  little  or  no  grounds,  by  the  honourable  ctam^. 
gentleman. — He  fald,  the  declaratory  law  became  neceflary, 
wlich  the  ftamp  aft  was  repealed.  He  would  not,  he  faid, 
pretend  to  decide,  whether  the  repeal  was  a  wife  or  prudent 
mcafure,  or  not ;  but  certainly  the  foverelgnty  of  this  coun- 
try would  have  been  abandoned,  if  the  Declaratory  Aft  liad 
not  maintained  it.  It  was  the  opinion  which  prevailed  on 
tvcry  fide  of  the  Iloufe,  a  very  few  individuals  excc]ned. 
Thelaw  was  no  new  lav^;  it  was  only  a  declaration  of  what 
tliclawhad  been,  and  was,  previous  toits  beingpalll'd.  'l"hc  law 
wasdifputed;  the  true  conftltutional  conneftion  between  both 
countries  controverted  or  denied  ;  Great  Britain  was  there- 
fore called  upon  to  make  a  declarative  affertion  of  its  antient 
indubitable  claim,  which  was  the  fuprcmacy  of  its  Icgifla- 
tiirc,  and  the  dependency  and  civil  fubordination  of  ourcolo- 
nies. — His  LordOiip  adding,  if  any  fach  propofuion  as  that 
kfore  the  Houfe  fliouhl  become  necellarv,  now  was  not  the 
proper  time,  the  2d  of  February  being  appointed  a  day  of  .ge- 
rirral  enquiry,  he  iliould  therefore  put  a  negative  upon  the 
motion  as  premature,  by  moving  the  previous  queftion. 
.  Lord  North  faid,  he  was  for  the  previous  qucflii-'n,  for  fc-  ij.  Hsrib. 
vcral  rcafons.  His  Lord(lii|5  oblcrv.:d,  that  ihrnvjuoii  now 
moved  by,  the  honourabl'-  genileman  wcnr  ordy  lu  a  re|:c;d.  of 
2II  the  laws  palied  rcfpeftmg  America,  fince  1763.  Why 
confine  it  to  lb  Ibort  a  period  r  Whv  d^'.s  not  the  lio.i.niral.le 
4  '     '  gchilcm,:n's 
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gentleman's  motion  go  back  to  1662  ?  Why  docs  it  not  go  to  ;.  1 
the  repeal  of  the  Navigation  A£V,  the  Poil-Ollice  Ai>%  the  t  \ 
Slitting-mill  and  Hat-manufaftory  A£ls,the  Aft  for  icftiain-  ) 
ing  the  paper-currency  of  the  colonies,  and  to  fomc  others  of  ♦  1 
a  like  fort,  which  alfert,  as  flrongly  and  as  roundly  as  any  |' ; 
fubfecjucnt  law,  the  fupreme  power  of  this  countrv,  "to  i\ 
bind  America  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,"  and  our  power  to  t.iv  i:' 
them,  at  Icaft  fo  far  as  may  be  ncceiiary  to  the  rcc;ul;Ltion  of  1«; 
their  commerce,  and  the  fecuring  to  us  t!ic  moaoi)o!y  oi  thtir  fl 
trade.  I  can  alFure  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  1*  «  ' 
tnlftakcn,  if  he  thinks  a  partial  repeal  will  content  America:  ; 
the  Navigation,  and  every  other  reftriftivc  aft,  mufl  lirft  give  i  . 
Way  to  their  unreafonable  demands ;  and,  with  them,  the  fo-  f.  ■ 
vcrcignty  of  this  country.  He  faid,  the  motion  was  unfea-  \ 
fonable,  and  ill-timed,  nor  would  he  ever  confent  to  a  fimib.r  il 
one,  if  there  were  not  flrong  rcafons  to  believe,  that  a  repeal  f'j 
of  tiiofe  laws  were  the  only  impediment  which  flood  in  the  |,) 
way  of  a  return  of  our  colonies  to  their  anticnt  ftatc  of  con-  |^ 
ftitutional  obedience  and  dependency.  His  Lordfliip  an-  |- 
Ivvercd  Mr.  Wilkes,  relative  to  his  long  diflinftions  on  Whig  s/i 
and  Tory  principles.  He  denied,  that  James  the  Second's  |* 
conduft  was  juftitied  on  Tory  principles.  The  moderate  f  i 
Tories  were  lovers  of  law  and  legal  liberty;  they  proved  it;  ^i^ 
for  when  that  infatuated  monarch  endeavoured  to  trample  on  I ' 
the  laws  of  tlie  land,  they  deferted  him. — That  Prince,  hav- 
ing broke  the  laws,  juftly  forfeited  his  crown.  He  repliedto 
fome  other  parts  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  f])eech,  and  afked  him  if  he 
had  not  one  tear  to  fhed  for  that  ill-fated  General,  Mr.  Biir- 
goyne  ?  His  Lordlhip  begged,  however,  before  he  fat  down, 
rot  to  be  underftood  that  no  motion  of  conceflion,  on  fimilar 
ground  to  that  now  before  the  Hoiife,  could  be  maile  with 
propriety,  at  any  future  period. ---He  meant  no  fuch  thing; 
propolitions  for  treaty  and  conciliation  might  become  nccei- 
iary. The  moment  for  making  of  them  \\-ould  depend  upon 
circumftances;  thofe  circumftancesmuft  arlle  out  of  the  flats 
of  the  war;  from  domcflicfituaiion  ;  from  tlic  difpofition  ol 
both  countries. — That  moment  was  not  yet  arrived;  when 
it  Inould,  it  would  come  accompanied  by  its  own  rcafons;  it 
would  prcfcnt  itfelf  in  a  diflerent  form  froin  the  prefent.-— 
When  it  did  arrive,  he  fhould  mod  chcarfully  co-operate  in 
the  ..lehrcable  work  of  peace.-— On  thefe  grounds,  he  mud 
however,  lor  the  piefent,  vote  for  the  negative  jnopofed  I'y 
his  Hobk  fiicud. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  IFilkes  replied,  with  fome  wr.rmth,  upon  the  fuliic^t  of  Mr.  ?/V,(,-j. 
toryifm;  faid,  he  detefted  the  memory  of  that  weak  tyrnnt, 
James  the  Second,  and  the  wliole  Stuart  race.  He  {Itid,  by 
agreeing  with  the  prefent  motion,  we  fliould  lofe  nothing  ; 
for  he  was  certain,  from  the  beginning,  that  tlie  conqueft  of 
America  was  totally  imprafticablc  ;  but  in  the  prefent  defpe- 
ratc  lituation  of  public  affairs  in  that  country,  it  was  not 
wcaknefsor  abfurdity,  it  was  madnefs  in  the  extreme,  to  en- 
tertain a  fingle  expeftation  of  fuccefs. 

Lord  North  replied,  he  did  not  yet  defpair  of  gainin"'  Pi_-^i.Nirth. 
mcrica  ;  and  hoped  to  be  in  force,  or  have  fuch  a  force,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  enfuing  campaign,  as  would  enable  us  both  to 
offer  terms  with  dignity,  and  enforce  an  acceptance,  fliould 
America  refufe  to  liflen  to  reafonable  terms  of  accommoda- 
tion, with  fuccefs.  He  again  repeated,  that  the  motion  was 
unfcafonable;  and  recommended  to  the  Houfe  to  fufpend  their 
judgment,  till  the  whole  of  the  prefent  campaign  was  ended, 
and  that  we  had  proper  and  authentic  information  to  proceed 
upon. 

Honourable  Temple  Luttrell.  After  afligning  his  reafons  Hon.  T. 
for  voting  in  favour  of  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Alderman  Luttrai. 
Wilkes,  immediately  to  abrogate  the  declaratory  law,  and  all 
otlier  opprefTive  aftsagainft  America  fmce  1763,  he  took  no- 
tice of  the  amity  which  has  this  ieflion  been  exhibited  in  fuch 
lively  colours,  when  either  of  the  two  noble  Lords  at  the  head 
of  adminiftration  has  flood  tip  to  explain  the  condu6l  of  his 
colleague;  lie  compared  their  cordial  afFeftion  to  that  of 
Pylades  and  Oreftes  of  old  ;  or  rather  imagined  it  might,  in 
the  end,  match  the  fable  of  the  twin-brothers  of  antiquity, 
Caflor  and  Pollux  ;  one  of  whom  was  doomed  to  fet  in  utter 
darknefs  before  the  other  cowld  rife  to  the  afcendanr,  anil 
iltine  forth  with  celeftial  majelly  and  fplendour. 

Much  has  been  faid  upon  the  employing  of  favage  Indians 
in  the  prefent  unhappy  contcfl ;  and  very  oppofite  ideas  on 
tliat  fubjeft  have  arifcn  among  gentlemen  of  exalted  charac- 
ter in  either  Houfe  of  Parliament.  That  every  excefs  and 
violence  is  juflifiable  in  carrying  on  a  war,  lean  never  ad- 
mit; it  is  contrary  to  the  maxims  of  the  foundefl  writers  on 
war  and  peace ;  contrary  to  the  principles  and  praftice  of 
the  mofl  renowned  and  enterprizing  commanders  throughout 
all  ages  of  the  world.  What  defperate  extirpator  of  the  Im- 
man  race  fince  the  days  of  Hercules  and  Thcfeus,  has  waged 
war  with  th.e  dend  ?  or  llead  the   fkiii  from  the    temples  of 
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innocent  women  anJ  children?  or  rippcil  open  llicir  Ijodies  lo 
banquet  on  their  entrails  r  Sucli  afts  of  brutal  ferocity  have       {  • 
been  rcfcrveJ  for  the  allies  of  modern  Englillimcn  and  Chri- 
llians,  againft  their  fcllow-fubjefts  on  tlie   other  fide   of  tlie       |  ; 
Atl.Mitic  ocean.     Recolleft,  Sir,  one  of  the  greatefl:  gencnls 
that  ever  lived,  nolily  refufed  to  availhimfelf  of  the  treachery 
of  the  King  of  Epirus's  phyfician,  though  he  might  thereby 
have  taken  off  the  moft  powerful  enemy  iiis  country  had  ever 
contended  with.      And  the  following  obfervation  of  that  illn- 
flrious  diftator,  Camillus,  is  given   us   by  a  celebrated  Gicd. 
hiftorian,  who  with  juft    and    animated   encomiums   has  re- 
recorded hisfplcndid  feries  of  viflories  and  public  triumplis. 
"  War,   fays  Camillas,  is  at   heft  of  a  favage  nature,   and      ^ 
wades  through  feas  of  violence  and  blood  ;  yet,  even  war  has      |.j 
its  laws,  from  which  men  of  honour  and  true  martial  gallan-      f! 
try  will  never  depait ;   nor  will  they  purfue  the  paths  of  eoii- 
queft;  through  deeds  of  horror  or  pevfidioufncfs."     Iconfefsit      «.; 
is  difficult,  perhaps  impoffible,  to  draw  a  precifc  line  how  far      '• 
certain  infliniments  or  modes  of  war  are,  in  the  general  acrcp-      '  j 
tationof  the  term,  allowable.     Ir  every  contefl  nuicli   mull      p, 
depend   tipon  the  nature,    circumftanccs,   and  objcft  of  tin;      ^  j 
quarrel.     Sir,  if  a  band  of  ruffians  fhould  break  open  your 
dwelling-lioufe,  with  intent  to  flcal  your  efFefts,  perhaps  de- 
prive you    of  life,   and   you  could  arreft   their   pm-pofc  by 
tempting  them  with  a  deadly  chalice  in  their  way,  would  yon 
even  ujion  the  llriftefl:  rules  of   chriftianity,    Icruplc  to  avail 
yourfclfof  fuch   preventive  ariiiiee  ?    But,  were   you  callc! 
■upon  to  flake  your  life  againft  an  adverfary  for  mere  matter 
of  punftilio,  ilo  you  not  conceive,    that  the  fame  fpirit  anJ 
principle  of  honour  which  urged  you  forth    into   the  field  of 
combat,  would  rcflrain  you  from   the  plots  of   a  dark  allallin, 
and  caufe  the  feelings  of  your  find   to  revolt  againft  any  via- 
diftive  barbarity  r   We,   Sir,   avowedly   figlit  againft  equity 
raid  truth.     We,  Sir,'avowcdly  fi-ht  for  falfc  dignity,  and  a 
mere  feather.     The  colonlfts  wage  defenfivc  war  a.gainft  tiic 
invaders  of  their  country  ;  againft  the  violatcrs  of  their  un- 
doubted conftitutional  rights  ;   they   light   pro    aris    &  fici;. 
I'he  Indian  favage   oppoled  to  the  Gcrmati    !;ivage,    the  en- 
venomed arrow  or  poilbned  fprin'.-s,  ini!j,bt  m  ibcin  be  deeincJ 
iuftifiable   expedients    for  felf -prefLrvaiian,    iluit  paraniomit 
law  of  nature.     But  the  honourable  jncmbcr  who  made  the 
motion  before  you,  has  proved,   that  the  Congrcfs  atternpttil 
only  to  negotiate    a  neutrality  with    the  Indians.     Sir,    ilic 
Coiif  vcfs  abhorred  the  thought  of  thofc  favages   being  made 
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p.irtics  in  ourunlmppy  difinitc.  How  tlu-n  arc  theft- iancrui- 
ii.iry  proclainutiop.-  iirucd  in  Canaila,  and  the  ufc  of  thc'^'to- 
luahawk  and  the  fcalping-knife,  which  indifcrirninatclv  but- 
cher tl>e  innocent  with  the  guilty,  (fpaving  neither  a'j,e  nor 
fex)  to  be  jufiificd  before  God  or  man  ?  Thefe  excruciating 
inftruments  vie  with  the  wlieel  for  fuch  lingering;  tortures  as 
the  milder  laws  of  tender-hearted  Englillinicn  have  hitlierto 
always  confidered  as  too  horrible    for  the  guilt  even   of  our 

moft  atrocious  convifts beyond   the  cruncs  of  a  (iardel!, 

or  John  the  Painter.  \Vhiit  can  be  faid,  Sir,  to  extenuate 
the  guilt  of  the  niinifters  facing  mc  ;  who,  viewin'^  the 
dreadful  efFeiSls  of  their  tyrannical  and  opprelTive  mandates 
through  the  perfpeaivc  of  their  political  fyfleir.s,  were  dcier- 
iiiincd  nevcrthelefs  to  plunge  their  country  in  all  this  niilerv, 
niul  ftill  madly  perfevere,  without  deigning  to  hold  forth  to 
ilic  much  injured  colonills,  any  c>;plicit''and  rational  conditions 
of  peace. 

With  permifTion  of  the  Houfc,  I  will  now  fay  a  few  words 
as  to  the  employing  of  Indian  favagcs  during  the  lall  war 
with  France,  and  Ihall  flatc  pofitive  fnfts  only,  leaving  all 
moral  comments  thereupon  to  the  reflexions  of  thofc  who 
hear  me. 

So  long  ago  as  1725,  the  French  inftigated  the  Canada 
Indians,  and  thofe  of  the  caflern  provinces  in  general,  to 
murder  and  fcalp  the  Erltifli  fcttlers  in  New-England.  One 
K.ither  Ralle,  and  other  bigotted  Popilh  milho'narics,  were 
found  among  the  leaders  of  thefe  inhuman  tribe- ;  ancl  Fiance 
conftantly  fupplied  them  with  anns  and  ammunition.  In 
1754,  previoully  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  the  Indians 
of  the  Delaware  were  inftigated  by  the  French  to  commit  a 
variety  of  barbarities.  They  deflroyed,  at  one  time,  ,a 
whole  fcttlemcnt  of  Moravians,  who  faid,  "  they  truflc-d  to 
the  Lamb  of  God  ;"  and  with  the  tiaie  patience  and  fubmif- 
fiOn  of  lambs,  were  mercilefsly  butchered,  after  their  women 
and  infants  had  been  Icalped  before  their  eyes.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  unfortunate  cataftrophe  of  General  Eraddock, 
in  the  fummcr  of  i  755,  many  of  our  people  were  llaughtered 
by  the  French  Indians.  The  year  following,  on  the  taking 
of  Ofwego  by  the  French,  our  fick  and  wounded  foldicrs, 
while  they  lay  in  the  hofpitals,  vverelikewife  ilain  or  fcalped. 
Some  months  after  which,  fubfequently  to  the  capitulation  of 
Fort  William-Henry,  the  troops  of  that  garrifon,  who  had 
laid  down  their  arms,  underwent  alike  unhappy  fate.  Sir, 
tlic  inhabitahtb  of  Eritifli  America,  confidering  that  nothing 
V    :■.  -  '  Mas 
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wns  more  juft  than  that  the  nccis  artlfica  llioukl  pcrifli  by  thvir 
own  expedients,  did,  very  lliortly  after  BraclJoi-k's  defeat,  ia 
the  Maffachufetts  Bay  and  colony  of  Virginia,  by  authority 
of  Provincial  affemblies,  enter  into  an  alliance  with  many  of 
the  Indian  chieftain?,  endeavouring  to  gain  over,  by  treaties 
and  prefcnts,  their  old  allies,  the  Six  Nations.  Sir  William 
Johnfonfwas  the  principal  manager  and  negotiator  on  thofe 
i'crvices.  Before  this  ftep  of  retaliation  was  acceded  to  by 
the  Brltifli  provinces  in  general,  feveral  Indian  Sachems  had 
fairly  reprefcnted  that,  unlefs  the  Englilli  colonies  would  em- 
ploy them,  and  afford  proper  lupport,  they  mull  neceffarily 
unite  themfelves  with  the  enemy.  The  colony  of  Mafl.i- 
chuietts  Bay  then  offered  apremiuniof  50I.  currency  for  every 
male  Indian  above  12  years  old,  belonging  to  France,  taken 
prifoncr,  and  40I.  for  every  fcalp.  The  Virginia  colony 
gave  fimllar  rewards ;  fo  that  all  this  work  of  blood  was  begun 
(though  perhaps  in  fuch  a  cafe  indifpcnfably  neceilary  on  our 
part)  before  a  noble  Earl  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament 
came  into  office;  for  he  was  firfl:  appointed  fecretary  of  llatc 
in  December  1756;  and  the  continental  war  of  America 
rgainfl  France  in  its  outfet,  whether  right  or  wrong,  with  all 
the  Indian  maffacres  attending  it,  can  no  more  be  laid  at  his 
door  than  the  continental  war  of  Germany.  He  found  boih 
were  too  far  advanced  for  him  to  have  undertaken  an  entire 
alteration  of  their  plans  or  oj-.crations. 

But,  Sir,  that  he  was  ever  forward  to  corrcft,  fo  far  as  in 
him  lay,  the  brutal  outrages  of  this  cruel  mode  of  wai-,  many 
convincing  proofs  can  be  given.  I  flrall  now  only  inilancc  a 
letter  (inlertcd  in  the  London  Ga/.ette)  bearing  date  Sep- 
tember 8th,  1760,  and  fent  by  Sir  Jeffrey  Amherfl  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Pitt,  on  the  furrender  of  Montreal  :  it  does  ho- 
nour  to  the  humanity  both  of  that  great  commander,  and  tlic 
miniftcr  to  whom  the  letter  was  addrelFed.  The  General 
fays,  that  "  througli  Sir  Vi'illiam  johnfon's  care  to  keep  ilie 
Indians  within  humane  bounds,  he  had  the  plealure  to  inform 


f  He  had  rcfided  for  many  years,  previous  to  the  u  nr,  on 
the  hanks  of  the  Mohawk-river,  and  traded  c.-acnfively  with  the  h.. 
dians.  He  was  much  elleeined  by  them  ;  fpoke  their  v.irious  l;in. 
gua;;es  fluently,  ami  was  the  only  m.in  on  that  continent,  uhethtr 
chrilh.in  or  favage,  who  could  keep  their  cruelty  within  bounds.  Mis 
ami:iblc  condufi:  at  the  reduetionof  Canada,  under  the  aufpices  of 
the  then  minilkr,  Lord  Chatham,  deferves  the  warmcif  conimemla- 
tion, 
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h:ni  that,  fince  the  Britilli  troops  under  his  commnnd  lirivl 
been' in  the  enemy's  country,  not  apeafrait,  vyoman,  orcluhJ, 
had  been  hurt,  nor  a  fmglc  habitation  burnt.'' 

Thus  much  I  have  judged  it  proper  to  fay,  in  juflicc  to  the 
aUeft  ftatelman,  and  trueft  patriot,  that  this  nation— perhaps 
any  other  on  the  face  of  the    globe— was  ever  bleflcd  with. 
Thcpraifeof  fo   inconfiderable    a  perfon   as  niylclt,  can  add 
Init  little  to  his  fame;  yet   I  may  congratulate  Parliament, 
ifid  the  whole  empire,  that  his  mind,  at  an  advanced  age,  Ml 
retains : its  fuperiorfpirlt  and  vigour  ;  and  that,    after  many 
painful  ftruogles  with  bodily  inlirmities,    he  leems  to  have 
ken  mlracuroully  fnatched  out  of  the  jaws  ot  death  by  an  all- 
merciful  Providence,  for  a  no  lefs  glorious    purpolc  than  to 
five  his  country  a  fccond  time    from  foul    difgrace  and  the 
briiik-of  perdition.  ■  The  fupcrintending  genius  of  this  one 
man,  and  an  immediate  repeal  of  all  yoar  injurious  American 
aas  fince  1763,  may  poflrbly  yet  reftore  to    us  the   thirteen 
revolted  provinces  ;  and   when  we    fliall  be  again  united  m 
amity,  I  would  recommend  a  votive  column  to  be  ereaed  m 
each  province,  of  fimilar  import   to  that  which   the  Roman 
ftnatc,  apprehenfivc  for  the  liberties  of  the  commonwealth 
from  a  {landing  army,  caufed  to  be  placed  on  the  boundaries 
of  Italy,  towards  Cifalpine  Gaul;  and  which  remains  to  this 
our  day  in  the  road  leading  from  Rimini  to  Ccfma  :  I:  con- 
fi-ns  to  the  infernal  deities,    as  guUty  of  inexpiable  la^  rilegc 
and  parricide,  whalfoever  citizen  of  Rome  lliould  with  a  mi- 
litary force  crofs  the  Rubicon.  ^   .^      ,      ,  , 
■    What  fecurity  have  we  now    in  thclc  illands,  better  than 
tk  kind  affuranccsof  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ?  Nine-tenths 
of  your  army,  and  near  half  your  tieer,   are    many  ihouland 
miles  diftant.     The  Lords  Commiilioners  of  the   Admiralty 
have  repeatedly  thought  fit,   both  in  this  Houfe,  and  in  ano- 
ther Houfe  of  Parliament,  to  ftate  the  royal  navy  for  the  pro- 
teftlon  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  be  aftually  manned 
with  near  33,000    feamcn  and  marines.      A  noble  Earl  who 
prefides  at    the  Admiralty-board,  affirmed  in  public,  that  35 
ihipsoftheline  of  battle,  out  of  the  43  now  m  commdhon 
arc  (without  making  over  any  frefh  hands)   as  well  equipped 
«nd  manned  for  aftlon  as  any  35  Ihips  whatever  /cut  out  of 
your  ports  duringthe  laft  war.     On  the  other  hand,  1  pledged 
iiivfelf  to  Parliament,  that  this  was  a  daring  and  dangerous 
inipofition  ;  I  defied  the  Commiffioncrs  ot   the  Admiralty  to 
,,ve  in  the  names  of   20  fail  of  the  line  out  of  the   whole 
liumber  comminioncd,   that  have   in   fact  their  proper  war- 
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complement  aboard.  At  length,  I  have  been  fo  fortunate  as 
to  obtain  from  government  the  only  clear  and  fit  vouchers  for 
the  real  flrength  ©f  your  lliips  of  war  ;  and  after  accurately 
examining  the  feveral  weekly  accounts  brought  to  your  table 
(which  I  prefumc  too  arcfcarcely  made  out  to  difparage  the 
fervice)  I  find  that  all  the  feamen  now  ai;oard  your  fleet 
within  the  home  feas,  which  fleet  confifts  of  105  ftil  Croyal 
yachts,  &c.  included)  would  be  little  more  than  fufficient  to 
complete  the  war-complements  of  the  43  capital  iliips  of  war 
fitting  out.  Where  then  would-be  your  frigates  for  the  pro- 
te£lion  of  your  trade  ?  I  have  in  my  hand  a  correct  lift  of  the 
beft  manned  fliips  among  them,  confiiling  of  twelve  men  of 
war  of  74  guns,  fix  of  64  guns,  and  two  of  90  guns;  and 
thefe  twenty  feleft  fliips,  of  which  fome  are  upon  cruizes  in 
the  Channel  (if  I  allow  for  a  trifling  fnrpUis  aboard  the  Afia 
-  and  Bedford)  want  about  a  thoufand  mariners  to  complete 
their  war  cflablifliment.  The  refl  of  the  line  of  battle  fliips 
employed,  are  infinitely  more  reduced  in  numbers.  But,  Sir, 
a  thorough  inveftigation  of  this  Important  fabjeft,  and  a  ftrift 
enquiry  into  the  expenditure  of  the  many  millions  granted 
by  Parliament  for  ordinary  charges  of  the  navy,  extraordi- 
nary eflimates,  wages  at  4I.  per  month  each  man,  kc,  &c. 
will,  I  truft,  be  thought  to  merit  the  ferious  attention  of  the 
independent  country  gentlem.en  in  this  Houfc  at  fome  future 
day. 

[Here  Mr.  Luttrell  handed  over  to  the  Speaker's  table  the 
lift  o''  20  fliips  of  the  line,  'vl-.i^h  came  (according  to  the 
otiicial  papers  from  the  Adtiiualty)  the  nearcft  to  a  war- 
complement  of  feamen,] 

Sir,  as  I  would  wifh  on  all  occafions,  in  my  public  capa- 
city, to  render  a  jufl  tribute  to  public  defert,  I  mull  once 
again  touch  upon  the  article  of  Scotch  cannon.  I  have, 
within  tiiefe  few  days,  made  a  particular  enquiry  into  the  {late 
and  management  of  the  Carron  foundary ;  and  I  find,  that- 
the  very  induftrious  and  refpcftable  gentlemen  who  prefide 
over  it,  have  derived,  from  the  accidents  and  lolies  I  formerly 
mentioned  in  the  Houfe,  the  great  advantage  of  being  led  into 
a  thorough  inveftigation  of  the  nature  of  the  metal  of  which 
thefe  guns  are  compofed  ;  fo  that  their  cafi:  iron  is  now  ren- 
dered of  a  very  fuperior  temper  and  quality  ;  and  their  im- 
proved procefs  has,  by  recent  experiments  at  Woolwich,  and 
elfewhcre,  fo  far  anfwercd  their  mofl  fanguine  hopes,  that 
they  come  up  (I  am  told)  to  the  Spanilli  proof,  vrhich  is  the 
highefl  proof  we  know  of  in  the  univerfc  for  iron  ordnance. 

Sir, 
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Sir,  wlienever  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  fliall,  ia  his 
public  charafter,  become  (like  the  Scotch  cannon)  diametri- 
cally the  reverfe  of  what  he  has  hitherto  been,  no  man  here 
will,  with  more  fincere  pleafurc,  rife  up  as  a  member  of  Par- 
liament to  give  him  ample  commendation,  than  I  lliall  do. 
I  obferve,  it  is  already  fettled  by  the  miniflers,  and,  of  courfc, 
by  a  large  majority  of  this  iJoufe,  to  adjourn  till  after  the 
Chriftmas  holidays,  fo  late  as  to  the  20th  of  January.  Wc 
liave^  I  find,  no  hopes  whatever  of  effefting  any  good  purpofc 
^  by  continuing  to  fit,  and  this  adjournment  may  therefore  be 
!  highly  proper,  as  it  will  at  Icaft  hinder  Parliament  from  do- 
ling any  more  mifchicf  for  thefe  fix  weeks.  Let  me  remark 
!  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  floor,  that  it  will 
become  them  not  to  fpend  the  approaching  feafon  in  gambols 
or  caroufing,  but  rather  to  refleft  upon  the  direful  confe- 
quences  of  their  unconftltutional,  oppreffive,  and  fanguinary 
councils;  and,  reviewing  their  own  gazettes,  to  weep  over 
tliofe  gallant  fpirits,  who,  under  General  Howe  and  General 
Burgoyne,  have  been  facrificed  to  unparalleled  folly  and 
thirftof  power.  lean  tell  thofe  obftinate  miniflers,  that  a 
whole  Atlantic  of  tears,  would  fcarce  fufEcc  to  expunge  the 
ftain  of  their  crimes  from  the  annals  of  the  Englifli  hiftory. 

Mr.  Fox.  The  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  lias  difco-i 
vered  the  pretticft  m.ethod  imaginable  to  recover  America.  It 
is,  I  muft  confefs,  a  new  way  ;  but  what  of  that  ?  it  is  a  for- 
cible, and  for  that  reafon  a  fuccefsful  way  ?  How  docs  his 
Lordfliip  mean  to  treat?  Why  we  have  been  beaten  pretty 
tolerably.  One  general  and  his  army  are  loft,  the  other  is 
furrounded  and  in  danger  ;  when  the  other  fliall  be  loft,  tlie;i 
will  be  the  time  to  treat.  We  have  been  unfuccefsful  almoft 
in  every  thing;  but  it  feems,  by  the  noble  Lord's  new  logic, 
;  we  have  not  yet  been  unfuccefiful  enough.  He  was  very  fe- 
verc  on  his  Lordfliip's  want  of  candour,  and  his  eternally 
fhifting  his  ground,  fo  as  never  to  permit  himfelf  to  be  tied 
down  to  any  engagement.  If  treaty  is  fpokeii  of,  his  Lord- 
fliip wiflies  for  it,  and  the  end  propofed  by  it ;  if  war  is  fpo- 
ken  of,  his  Lordlliip  promifes  fuccefs  ;  in  fliort,  whether  it 
be  conqueft,  unconditional  fubmiflion,  treaty,  conciliation, 
taxation,  fovereignty,  or  treating  with  rsbels  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  he  is  for  every  one  of  them,  and  for  none  of 
them;  but  that  which  immediately  anfwers  the  temporary 
purpofes  of  debate  ;  that  of  voting  in  a  majority  ;  of  keeping 
his' place  by  keeping  his  friends  together  ;  of  urging  tl;e  vio- 
lent. 
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lent,  foftcning;  Iiis  antngonifts,  niul  meeting  cxaflly  the  icle;i 
of  the  moderate.  1| 

He  diffci-cd,  he  faicl,  from  the  honourahic  gentleman  who  ^ 
made  the  motion,  iu  his  ccnture  of^the  deelanttory  aa.^  It  H 
was  moft  certainly  a  wife  and  nccelTary  meafurc,  at  the  tiiiu-.  |j 
It  would  ftlU  have  continued  lb,  if  it  had  not  been  followed  f'l 
by  an  aft  for  levying  certain  duties  in  America,  for  the  pur-  y 
pofe  of  raifing  a  revenue,  contrary  to  the  good  faith  of  this  i| 
country,  and  the  profeffed  underflanding  of  both  countries.  |1 
An  opportunity  however  prefented  itfclf,  within  a  few  yenri  U 
after,  for  reftifying  that  blunder  ;  but  the  noble  Lord  in  tlic  11 
blue  ribbon,  that  being  the  hrll;  year  of  his  adminiitratioii,  I  ' 
ftrongly  rcfiftcd  the  propofuion  of  a  total  repeal  ;  and  was,  in  || 
a  n-re-atmcafure,  reCponfible  for  all  ilie  confcquenccs  which  |' 
have  fince  happened,  lie  was  ready  to  acknowledge,  tli?!  ,, ' 
tlie  frtuatlon  of  both  countries  had  undeigonc  a  very  grut  t  * 
alteration,  iincc  the  paffing  of  the  declaratory  law  ;  and  that 
probably,  in  cafe  of  a  future  treaty,  it  mail:  be  abandond;  ij 
but  he  could  never  agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  H 
that  the  law  was  tyrannous  and  unjiift  ;  that  it  was  the  granJ  M 
fource  of  our  prefent  troubles;  or,  that  in  the  prefcnt  flats  M 
of  things  it  would  be  prudent  to  begin  with  a  repeal  of  it.  Ri 
It  mig'ht  be  necclFary  to  repeal  it;  but  the  whole  lubjul  M 
ought  to  be  conhdered  in  one  view  ;  and  a  proper  attention  ^ 
paid  to  what  we  were  likely  to  gain,  as  well  as  what  iiiijit  |;j 
be  proper  to  relincjuifh.  M 

■■r.  Mr.  Cntgcr.  I  am  glad  to  f.nd,  from  the  argument  fj 
which  have  fallen  from  gentlemen  on  both  fides  of  the  Houf: 
this  day,  that  the  expeftation  and  contidence  of  repreifinj 
th.c  rehftance  of  North  America  by  force  of  arms,  are  gi;,. 
dually  decreafmg;  and,  from  the  language  of  the  minillct 
•  himfelf,  we  may  dilcover  a  difpofition  for  peace.  Adver£i)' 
mavhave  taught  adminiftration  v/il"dom.  It  is  unfortunate 
for'the  nation,  however,  that  their  knovdcdge  has  been  pur. 
chafed  at  lb  dear  a  rate.  Had  the  fame  temper  and  fpii;! 
which  now  prevail,  dlrefted  their  counfels  in  an  earlier  lla;! 
of  the  controverfy,  it  might  have  been  long  ago  amicaWv 
fettled  :  but  the  voice  of  peace  was  loft  in  the  dclufiye  projcfu 
of  inflantly  reducing  the  colonifts  to  "  unconditional  kih 
miflion."  Their  fupplications  were  fruitlels;  an  atttnlici 
to  their  complaints  was  deemed  derogatory  to  your  dig- 
nitv. 

When  I  had  the  fatisfaflion  of  prefenting  a  petition  frou 
the  affembly  of  Ne\;'-York   (a  mode  of  application  pointtJ 
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cjt  and  encouraged  by  miniflr)')  unfortunately  for  this  na- 
tion, though  it  contained  tiic  molt  explicit  acknowledgment 
of  thcfupremacy,  the  favourable  moment  for  treaty  was  neg- 
IcAed  :  for  by  ufing  with  contempt  the  only  legiflatlve  bo- 
iW  who  had  ventured  to  addrefs  this  Houfe  for  relief  in  a 
"  conftitutional  manner,"  you  drove  your  friends  to  defpair, 
ar.J  expofed  them  to  the  derlfion  of  the  neighbouring  colonies. 
Hut  your  armies  were  then  entire,  and  deemed  irrefiftible. 
TiiC  [irediftions  of  gentlemen  on  this  fide  the  Houfe  were  dc- 
l^ifcJ,  and  the  pride  of  conqueft  preferred  to  the  humanity  of 
reconciliation.  The  event,  however,  has  given  you  melan- 
tiioly  proofs  of  your  error.  You  have  had  the  Americans 
united  againft  you  as  one  determined  body,  convinced  that 
llicir  liberties  were  not  to  be  obtained  by  ))etition,  but  by 
the  fword.  Your  military  operations  againft  them  have  had 
no  other  effeft  than  to  weaken  yourfelves,  to  teach  them  how 
to  war,  and  to  render  their  union  more  pcrfcft. 

I  am  forry  that  we  have  this  day  an  opportunity  of  deri- 
ving arguments  againft  coercive  mcafures  from  the  diflionour 
Ijtdy  incurred  by  the  Britilh  arms,  and  the  ineffeftual  fuftcr- 
ir.;C5  ^nd  wafte  of  the  blood  and  lives  of  men,  whofe  courage 
ind  capacity  merited  a  better  caufe.  Would  it  not  have 
Ux-n  wifer  to  have  recovered  their  former  affeflion,  by  re- 
moving their  apprchcnfions  of  danger  to  their  deareft  rights  ? 
A  repeal  of  the  aft  againft  which  they  complain,  would  have 
tended  to  this  purpofe  ;  but,  alas  !  A  difl'crcnt  path  has  been 
purfued,  every  fteji  of  which  has  been  marked  with  blood  and 
difcrace,  and  carried  us  furth.er  from  every  hope  of  fuccefs. 
^Vnat  greater  folly  could  there  be  than  to  expeft  to  force  a 
people  into  a  friendly  union  with  you,  to  entruft  their  rights 
cnce  more  into  your  hands,  and  i'ubmit  their  property  and 
lives  to  your  government,  by  defolating  their  country,  and 
fprcading  famine  and  death  over  their  land!---And,  Sir, 
wliatare  the  laurels  which  you  have  acquired  in  this  deftrv.c- 
tivc  warfare  r  You  have  fululued---not  their  armies,  but  the 
fmall  remains  of  their  aiJcftion  to  this  country,  their  reve- 
riiice  for  its  laws,  and  confidence  in  its  gcnerofity. 

But  admittiiig,  Sir,  that  your  arms  had  been  attended  with 
all  the  fuccefs  which  the  moft  fnnguinc  advocates  for  war 
lijve  flattered  us- with  ;  had  the  Anicrimn',  I.clii  diip^jled, 
from  their  defeats  and  fuiTerings,  to  fue  for  juacc;  what  dour 
of  refuge  has  been  opened  to  them  ?  What  explicit  tcrn'S 
have  been  propofcd  to  them  ■  What  fecurity  that  they  ilioulJ 
not  be  treated  (innocent  and  guilty)   as  a  conquered   pcc^-'Ie, 
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nnd  fubjeft  to  whatever  yoke  their  hauglity  viftors  miglit     { 
have  been  pleafed  to  impoie  on  them  ? 

Sir,  it  was  madnefs  to  expcft  that  men  who  had  taken  up     , 
arms  in  defence  of  their  liberty,  fliould  eafily  be  induced  to 
throw  them  down,  and  fubmlt  to  their  conquerors,    efpccially 
when  they  had  fo  little  to  hope,  and  lb  much  to  fear. 

Was  the  treatment  of  thofe  who  did  put  themfclves  under 
yourprote£lion,  any  encouragement  to  others  to  imitate  their     ' 
example  ?   I  cannot  find  that  the  citizens  of  New-York,  for     ■! 
their  lingular  loyalty,  have  yet  been  rewarded  with   the  ad-    •; 
vantages  of  civil  government,   or  a  reftoration  of  their  com-     '. 
merce.     No  :  nothing  Icfs  than  iinplicit  obedience  has  been     | 
expected !    The^'  have  had  no  favour  held  out  to  them,  tut    I      • 
the  oath  of  allegiance;  no  provilion  for  the  fecurity  of  their     ;      i 
lights;  no  folid  bafis  for  a  fcttlcmcntof  the  difpute.  '1     \ 

Fromfuch  conduft,  Sir,  what  evidence  could   the  otlierco-     ' 
lonies  deduce  of  your  lenity,  or  difpofition  favourable  to  theit     J 
liberties  ?    By  embracing  your  caul'e,  they  expofe  theinfelvcs    i 
to  the  vengeance  of  the  Congrcfs,  to  have  their  properties  fc- 
qucftered,  and  their  perfons  imprifoned.     And,   in  return  for 
their  allegiance,  what  have  they  obtained  ?   They  mayindecj 
have  the    great   happincfs  to  rely  on  the  gcnrrofity  of  tlicir 
conc[ucvors,    and  be  content  with   fuch  a   conftitution,  and     ,      , 
Ivich  portions   of  liberty  as  you  may  hereafter  be  pleafed  to     ;■ 
deal  unto  them. 

Good  God  !  Sir,  can  it  be  cxpef\ed  that  men  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  irritated  by  repeatctl  provocations,  and  fiufhed 
with  fuccefs,  will  lurrender  to  you  on  fuch  conditions  ?  It  is  j- 
the  groireff  folly  to  imagine  it.  Change  then  your  lyftem: 
reverie  thofe  abfurd  and  pernicious  meafures;  for,  if  the  confi- 
dence and  afFeftion  which  we  have  loft  are  yet  to  be  regained, 
it  can  only  be  by  giving  them  the  moft  undeniable  proofs 
that  you  wifh  not  to  opprefs  them  ;  that  you  are  willing  to 
remove  every  ground  of  complaint,  and  to  aflbrd  them  tlic 
amplcft  fecurity  for  their  privileges  in  future. 

Sir,  I  can  perceive  no  method  lb  conducive  to  this  end, 
as  tJKit  propoled  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  th: 
motion,  and  has  fupported  it  with  fuch  force  and  corrcftncfi 
of  reafoning,  and  good  huinour  and  Attic  wit:  the  argu- 
ments which  he  has  jull  advanced  muft  convince  every  candid 
mind  of  the  inexpediency  and  oppreftive  nature  of  the  lawsia 
difjiute. 

I  wave  allqueftionsof  your  authority  and  right.     Peace 

otight  now  to  be  our  objcft,  and  it  is  a  futlicicnt  rcafon  for  sn 
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unincdiate  rcpenl,  that  thole  obnoxious  afls  arc  an  inkir- 
iiiountahlc  bar  to  reconciliation,  and  have  loll:  you  the  hearts 
of  three  millions  of  fubjeifls.  While  they  continue  in  force, 
you  have  to  combat  all  America  in  union  againft  you. 

Sir,  from  my  conncflions  in  America,  1  have  had  an  op- 
portunity ofcollei^ing  the  fentimcnts  of  men  of  all  orders 
and  parties,  and  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  independency  is 
not  yet  the  great  objc£t  of  the  majority  of  the  people  ;  but  a 
rooted  and  unconquerable  avcrfion  to  thole  impolitic  afls 
prevail  in  every  mind.  Can  there  then  remain  a  doubt 
v.hich  to  prefer  ?  To  carry  on  a  war,  which  has  hiiherto  pro- 
niifed  you  no  fuccefs,  with  the  principles  and  fpirit  of  the 
people  invincibly  oppofcd  to  you;  or  to  appeafe  their  jcalou- 
lies,  and  cultivate  a  return  of  thetr  friendlliip  ? 

I  carneftly  wifli  to  impofe  this  important  difllnftion  on 
the  minds  of  all  who  hear  me.  Tf  your  arms  are  unfucceir- 
ful,  difgrace  and  ruin  are  inevitable ;  but  a  generous,  though 
incfteftual  attention  to  the  complaints  of  an  injured  people, 
is  ever  honourable.  You  have  made  a  full  trial  of  the  one, 
and  fatally  experienced  its  futility.  Make  then  an  experi- 
ment of  the  other,  while  it  yet  remains  in  your  power.  Sa- 
crifice to  peace  !  not  the  blood  and  trcafurc  of  this  kingdom  ; 
not  the  lives  and  happinefsof  our  fellow  fubjefts  in  America  j 
hut  a  train  of  afts  and  meafurcs,  which  have  been  barren  and 
inefficacious,  or  produftive  only  of  mifery  and  difgrace. 

The  Jttonicy-Gaieml  [Mr.  'Thurlow]  threw  tlie  whole  "^-  '^'-'■r- 
llnmeof  the  war  upon  thofe  miniflcrs  who  repealed  the  ftamp  "'"'''■ 
aft  ;  and  if  the  great  minifter  had  continued  at  the  helm, 
who  planned  that  afl,  his  iirmnefs  and  wifdom  would  have 
infured  obedience  without  bloodflied;  but  as  the  Americans 
had  denied  the  fupremacy  of  this  legiflature,  and  had  rccourfe 
to  arms,  arms  could  alone  decide  it  now  ;  and  the  moll  vi- 
gorous exertions  were  necelTary. 

Sir  nVliam  Ahiedith  replied,  that  whatever  exertions  were  Sir  ?r,7;;.i« 
ncceirary,  this  day  could  not  be  a  fit  time  to  determine  upon  ' 

the  force  that  was  necell'ary  to  carry  on  the  war.  When  we 
found  by  experience  that  fifty-fivc  thoufand  men  and  one 
hundred  lliips  of  war  were  inadequate,  were  we  now  to  atTcft 
an  impotent  parade,  of  carrying  on  this  war  with  a  diminu- 
tion of  ten  thoufand  of  the  bravcft  and  bed  dilciplincd  of 
our  troops,  commanded  by  a  general,  as  accompliflicd  in  his 
own  profeiiion,  as  admired  in  the  fenate,  beloved  and  revered 
in  private  life,  and  who  had  done  all  tUat  courage,  abilities, 
and  diligence  could  do,  to  have  brought  his   campaign  to  a 

better 
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better  iU'iic.     No  pari  of  our  ilillrclTt-i  coult!  be  iuipuud  10 
General  J^ui'goyne, 

As  to  the   cfFefts  of  the  Itamp  a£l,   lie  liinifclf  (in  con- 
junftion  with  Sir  George  Savilc)  had  condufted  the  enquiry      '  1 
that   led    to    tlie   repeal.      He  appealed   to  that   honour.il)lc 
gentleman  and  others,  whether,   if  that   ineaUirc  had  been      1  / 
perfifted   in,    America  would  then   have  rclifted  ?    She  cer- 
tainly  would ;    (lie   was  prepared,  armed,    and  dctermineil.. 
I'he  repeal  procured  the  blelled  cifeft  of  peace,  and  in  th:'t 
linppy  ftate  we  might  have  continued  lon<;-,  if  the  govcrp.- 
ment  of  this  country  would   have  refrained  from  their  iillc 
I'peeulations  and  definitions  of  fujjrcmacy,  v,  hirh  have  brought 
vn  this  fatal  war ;    fupreme  pov;er  can   neither  be  detineJ, 
nor  limited,  nor  extended   by   argument  and   by  allertioir, ; 
it  confills  not  in  fpeculation,   but  in  aftion  ;  events  alone  re- 
quire the  cxercifc  of  it.     No  man  can  deny   in  theory  tlm 
fupreme,  unlimited  power  of  the  Hritilli  legillaturc  ;  but  the 
execution  of  that  ])ovver  is   a   trufl  delegated  by  the  people 
and  to   be  guided  by  pnncl|'les  of  liberty   and  juflice,'  not 
only  for  the  people  at  large,  but  to  have  refpcft  to  the  riglils 
of  every  individual  intruiled  to  our  care. 
Mr.  .torn.      Mr.  Jdam   made  fome  feverc   rcflriftion;   on   Sir  William        i 
Meredith,  for  defcrting  his  principles,  and   his  friends   the        i 
mlniilers,   in  the  hour  of  their  <.lifmay.  ,j 

Sir  H'i/.Vjw      ^ir  niHuirn  yV/frf^/f/j  replied,  that  inflead  of  defeiting  lii)     '  ' 
ili.ciita.     principles,  he  adhered  to  tlicm.     That  he  had  oppofed  t!:c     ,  | 
declaratory   aft,  though   brought  In  by  the   minliler  under     ^'i 
whom  he  held  an  honourable  and  agreeable  employmuiit.  '  j 

That  he  had  never  voted  for  any  one  mcafure  that  tcndcJ  t  ! 
to  create  or  to  fupport  this  war.  i-ij 

Tliat  at  the  beginning  of  this  unhappy  bufmcfs,  he  dcfucJ  'i 
to  relign.  _ 

That  he  did  not  quit  the  minifiers  in  their  hour  of  dilm.iy,  J 
but  in  their  moment  of  triumph,  for  he  leligncd  on  the  nu-  | 
tlfication  of  the  lafl  fuccefsful  accounts  from  America.  .  | 
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he  faw  no  bufinefs  of  moment  that  called  the  attention  of 
Parliament ;  ami  his  great  realbn  for  willilng  to  have  it  ad- 
journed was  this,  tliat  as  a  general  enquiry  was  appointed, 
rime  ought  to  be  given  for  the  men  in  adminiftration  to  pre- 
pare. 

His  Lordfliip  was  fecondcd  by  Earl  Nugent,  who  I'up-  E.ul  A'i- 
ported  the  propriety  of  the  motion,  and  emphatically  alkcd  ^'■'"■ 
what  fliould  we  do  here,  when  probably  it  would  not  be  one 
(lay  in  ten,  that  members  fufficient  to  conftitute  a  Houfe, 
would  attend ;  and  it  would  not  be  infilled  he  prefumed, 
that  matters  of  the  moft  lingular  importance,  matters  he 
was  free  to  fay,  on  which  the  deareft  intcrefts,  nay  the 
very  exillence  of  the  nation  depended,  were  proper  to  be  dif- 
cufled  in  a  thin  Hoiifc  :  nay  the  faft  was,  that  Parliament 
had  nothmg  to  deliberate  upon,  till  accounts  of  importance 
lliould  be  firft  received  from  Ameri,ca. 

Mr.  y.  Toiv  ti/hc  n  d  oh]t&.ed  very  ftrongly  to  the  motion;  Mt.  T. 
ftid  an  adjournmciit  of  fix  weeks,  in  lb  critical  a  lituation  of  'Ji-ii7//irrV. 
aifairs,  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  very  improper  and  ha- 
zardous meafure,  and  which  minillcrs  ought  to  venture  on 
with  caution.  He  thought  tlie  .idjournmcnt  ought  to  be  as 
Ihortas  poffible,  even  from  day  to  day.  It  was  indeed  mat- 
ter of  aftonilhnrent,  that  any  one  who  had  the  honour  of 
His  Majefty's  coniidence,  darctl  advife  fuch  a  meafure.  He 
was  very  ftrong  agalnft  adminiftration,  and  hoped,  he  laid, 
that  the  neccihty  of  keeping  the  members  in  town  would  ap- 
pear lb  urgent  at  the  piefent  crilis,  that  even  the  minilltr's 
nioft  fteady  and  approved  friends,  would  defcrt  him  on  the 
prelent  occafion  ;  lie  owned,  that  this  motion  daring  and  ab- 
I'urd  as  it  appeared,  in  fuch  a  feafon  of  national  calamity, 
was  neverthelels  not  unaccompanied  with  a  circumftancc 
wliich  ouglit  to  give  plealure  to  evei-y  real  friend  of  his 
country;  it  portends,  the  falling  of  the  curtain,  the  exit  of 
thofe  weak,  obftinate,  and  improvident  minifters,  who  have 
driven  this  country  into  its  prelent  diftrefsfulfituation.  MIj- 
nillers  are  not  able  longer  to  face  their  adverfaries  in  Parlia- 
ment. They  fiv  from  public  obfervation,  and  enquiry, 
and  brood  over  tiieir  approaching  difgrace  in  a  kind  of  poli- 
tical defpair :  they  tremble  for  conftquenccs,  they  have 
neither  the  ability  to  provide  againft,  nor  the  fortitude  to 
meet. 

Sit  Cecroe  Soi'iu'  faid,    that  for  his  part,    he    fliould  be  "^ir  r;,'.^ 
aflianifd  to    face   his   conftituents,    if  he  had  given  a  vote  ^'''1-■■••'• 
/or  neglecting  his  and  their  interefts  at  Ibmomcntous  a  pc- 

when 
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when  tlic  very  exiflence  pcrliaps  of  the  cnipiic  wns  ;it  ftakc. 
l.,ord  Bcauchatnp  replictl   fiiunly  ;    laid,   that  nil  the  ncccf- 
Lorti  Btau-  fary  bufincls  of  the  Houfc  was  iinilhed  ;    that  notl;ing  could 
'^""t         poUilily  happen  during  the  rcccfs,  of  fuch  a  temporary  ami 
emergent  nature  as  could  call  for  the  inltant  advice  of  Piir- 
liament.  ■   Tlie  worft  or  bell  that  could  happen  was  providij 
againft;    and  no  new   mealure   of  importance,    it  was  well 
known,    could  be   adopted  without  the  concurrence  of  Par- 
liament. 

Mr.  Coventry  oppofed  the  motion  warmly.  Idc  con- 
Mr.  Coven-  tended  there  was  no  inflancc  of  fuch  a  proceeding,  taking  in 
"J-  all  the  circumftanccs,    in  the   records  of  Parliament.     In  a 

time  of  war,  of  the  moft  lamentable  fpecies  of  war,  a  ci\il 
war;  a  threatened  rupture  with  oiu-  powerful  and  unitiJ 
enemies,  every  branch  of  the  houfe.of  Bourbon,  to  meet  on 
the  20tli  of  INovember,  and  adjourn  the  lOth  of  December 
for  fix  weeks.  He  did  not  wilh  to  embarrefs  admlniftration 
at  this  time;  he  wilhed  rather  to  fmooth  the  rugged  patlii 
government  were  obliged  to  pais  over;  but  moll  certainly, 
if  fome  very  cogent  reafon  was  not  advanced  in  iupport  ot 
the  motion  of  adjournment,  or  precedent  quoted  to  jultify  it, 
he  fliould  give  it  his  hearty  negative;  if  there  lliouki,  Iw 
was  ready  to  give  it  his  hearty  ali'ent. 

Lord  AdvouUc  of  Scotland,  tupporied  llie  motion  on  the  fol- 
L'otd  ^,/ot- lowing  ground,  that  it  woulel  be  highly  improper,  to  enter 
mtcnf  Scot- ^X.  this  particular  time,  into  any  enquiry  relative  to  the  con- 
'■'"  *  cludt  of  the  King's  fervants ;  beeaule,   lueh  an  enquiry  woiilJ 

involve  in  it,  that  of  our  ollicers  ami  commanders  abroad,  in 
their  abfencc,  and  while  tlieir  duty  required  their  attei)- 
tlance  in  another  place;  wliile  in  fat't,  they  were  engaged  in 
the  very  fervice  for  which  they  were  to  be  ccniured.  If 
fuch  an  enquiry  fnould  at  any  future  time  appear  necelfary, 
it  iliould  be  a  previous  condition,  that  the  ollicers  whole 
conduft  was  involved  in  that  of  minillers,  ihould  be  prefcnt, 
not  only  to  inform  Parliament,  but,  if  circumflances  calld 
for  it,  to  anfwer  for,  and  jultify  thcmfelves.  Nothing  liia; 
this  could  take  place,  within  the  Ihort  jjeriod  alligned  to  the 
recefs.  He  Ihould  tliereforc,  give  his  vote  for  the  motion  of 
sdiourmcnt 

Mr.  i>;oic- moved,  th.at  the  motion  be  amended  by  leaviii:; 

Mr.  ^Krlf.  out  the  2Cth  of  January,   and   inferting   iniLad   thereot  tie 

words  "   this  day  fc'nnight."     He  fpoue  flrongly  againft  ihc 

language  held  tiiis  day    by  the  miniiler,     IJis  Lortilhip  wai 

d^ttrmiiicJ 
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dcrermincd,  he  perceived,  to  keep  his  place  at  all   events  ; 

whether  treaty  or  war  Ihould  be  the  determination  of  tiiat 
lloufe,  the  noble  Lord  was  pre]iared.  But  let  the  noble  Lord 
l>c  ever  !'o  pliant,  how  was  he  lure  that  America  would  treat 
with  him,  or  any  of  his  colleagues  in  ofiice  ?  He  fufpec^ed, 
tiiough  America  were  ever.fo  willing  to  treat,  and  the  noble 
Lord  and  his  friends  ever  fo  willing  to  facrificc  and  give  up 
what  they  called  the  right  and  fnpremc  power  of  this  coutry, 
no  negotiation  could  polhbly  fueceed  in  their  hands.  1'he 
colonies  were  fo  often  deceived,  abufed,  and  triflcLl  with,  he 
was  certain  they  would  never  lil1:en  to  any  jiropol'als  of  ;'.-.ic:e, 
conyeyed  through  fuch  a  channel.  He  iniifted,  now  wa^  the 
proper  time  for  enquiring,  when  one  army  was  annihilated, 
another  befieged,  and  our  natural  and  avowed  enemy 
[France]  negotiating  a  treaty  with  our  colonies,  perhaps 
not  negotiating  but  even  perfefting  a  treaty  by  which  /\mc- 
tica  will  be  irrecoverably  lofl  to  this  country.  If  this  was 
a  true  flate  of  our  critical  fituation,  which  he  verily  be- 
lieved it  was ;  furely  it  was  a  proper  time  for  enquiry,  not 
for  adjournment  of  lix-weeks.  He  was  remarkably  fevcre 
upon  Lord  North,  and  after  repeating  his  former  allertion, 
ilwelt  upon  his  Lordfhip's  expreiiion,  that  he  meant  to  make 
propolitions  of  peace,  and  appealed  to  the  good  fenfe,  experi- 
ence and  obfervation  of  the  Houfe,  whether  it  was  within 
the  moft  diflant  views  of  probability  to  expeft  that  he 
wiiofe  impotence,  incapacity,  obftinacy,  or  inattention, 
liad  been  the  caufe  of  every  meafure,  no  matter  whether  it 
Was  accommodation  or  coercion,  was  the  the  proper  pcrfon  to 
propofe  any  future  meafure  leading  either  way.  The  plea 
he  contended  was  monftrous,  the  expeftation  in  the  higheft 
degree  improljable  and  abfurd  ! 

Lord  Nurtb  replied,  that  he  never  meant  by  what  he  faid 
to  negotiate  away  the  riglit  of  this  country.  He  appealed 
to  the  Houfe  if  his  words  were  not,  vlr.u  he  thought  we 
might  have  fuch  a  force  in  America  as  would  be  fufficient  to 
to  enable  us  to  otFer  terms  to  our  rebellious  fubjefls,  con- 
fidently with  our  dignity,  and  with  the  fovereign  and  con- 
trolling rights  of  this  country.  He  faid,  that  every  argu- 
ment offered   againfl:  the  motion,    went  to  prove   nothing. 

"  The  campaign  was  already  terminated.  France  did  not 
molcfl  us  ;  nor  did  he  believe  either  France  or  Spain  had 
the  Icafl  intention  to  molell  us  ;  but  whether  they  had  or 
liad  not,  we  were  prejurcd  ;  and  would  daring  the  recefs 
as  much  as  if  Parliament  were  adually  fitting.  All  the  public 

builnefs 
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biifinefs  was  done  ;  he  meant  all  that  was  \ifun)ly  clone  in  the 
early  part  of  the  leffion.  For  his  part,  therefore,  he  coiil.l 
not  perceive  the  iiioft  diflant  motive  for  objcfting  to  the 
motion,  nor  did  he  hear  a  fmp;le  ground  for  the  amend- 
ment. If  upon  a  full  enquiry  after  the  recefs,  mcafures  of  a 
confcquential  and  important  nature  fliould  become  neccffary, 
the  committee  for  an  enquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation, 
fixed  for  the  ?d  of  February  next,  would  be  the  proper, 
and  only  proper  place  and  time,  to  dlfcufs  and  deliberate  on 
them.  His  Lordihip  gave  a  particular  explanation,  to  what 
had  fallen  from  Mr.  Burke,  relative  to  a  fuppofed  intention 
in  him,  of  negotiating  away  the  rights  of  this  country,  in 
order  to  keep  his  place.  What  he  meant  was,  that  he  hopci! 
the  campaign  had  produced  events,  which  would  enable  lii 
to  prepare  and  enforce  a  conciliation  with  the  colonies,  en 
true  conftitutional  grounds.  That  he  never  thought  of  mak- 
ing any  propofitions,  till  the  fate  of  the  prcfent  campaign 
were  known,  nor  then  neither,  if  it  ihould  happen  during  the 
recefs;  but  after  the  holidays,  when  the  whole  of  the  part 
military  operations,  and  the  intended  meafures,  could  come 
Together  properly  before  the  Houfe,  he  would  then  move  tlie 
Houfe  to  confidcr  of  what  conccihons  might  be  proper  to  be 
made  the  bafis  of  a  treaty,  and  he  trufled  yet,  their  endea- 
vours would  prove  efFeftual,  in  bringing  about  a  permanent 
peace,  and  union  between  both  countries. 

Mr.  Fox  controverted  almoft  every  thing  offered  hy  the 
noble  Lord.  He  infifted  that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  were 
lioflile ;  that  they  only  waited  for  a  favourable  opportunity 
to  break  with  us ;  and  that  favourable  opportunity  would 
prcfent  itfelf  the  very  inftant  the  flrft  bad  news  arrived  from 
America.  He  entered  intofever.al  explanations,  and  feemcd, 
from  motives  of  generous  pity,  to  have  directed  his  galling 
attacks  againft  the  great  financier,  fooner  than  prefs  too 
tlofely  on  the  American  minifler.  He  reprobated  the  plea 
of  the  noble  Lord's  offering  himfclf  to  be  a  n'/;;otiati)r ;  be- 
ing he  faid  well  convinced,  that  ihe  Aimrir-ns  would  never 
lifien  to  any  treaty  coming  from  his  Lordlhi,'.  He  was  ob- 
noxious to'  rhcm,  antl  if  he  perfiftcd  to  retain  his  prcfent 
ftation,  as  minifler  ;  it  would  moft  certainh-  prevent  every 
::cconimodation,  which  came  recommend.r.i  1  ■  ihcm,  by  a 
man  whom  they  fufpefted,  detefted,  and  d-iii;  ■..!. 

The  queftion  being  put  a  few  minutes  before  ten  o'clock 
upon  Lord  Beauchamp's  motion  of  adjournment,  ihe  lluulc 
divided  ;    Ayes  155,  Noes  63. 
Adj'iirned  to  January  20,   1778. 
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.VS4-                       -    r  A  Pv.  L  I  A  M  E  N  T  A  ?.  Y  A.  175; 
AcoHiit   of  the  Sn'-j'ui^s   out  of  the  Grants  ir.ach  by  P.-rriianunl  fir  the  P .< 

(,/' /','s  j>/'-''.''i'i   iuiiiaiii!  'irv.pi,  ff-jin  lb:  lay.h    c/ S^ptcir.ber,  i-;;, 

to   the  2<i-j:!j  ''f  Scptcm'uti',    1777. 

RcTpits  nKidc  intlic   funfificnre  of  l.iie  uujmentoiirp,';  to  the  follow. 

in;^,  corps,   for  Uic  year  1775,  purfuant  to  his  Iviajcily's  \v:irrant,  (btc: 
the  20lh  of  January,    1777. 

r..  1.  I. 

ifl,  Duke  of  Argyll's  iirfibattallon  rovals  ^8817    U 

Diikc  of  Ar-yll's  k-cond  batt.ilK-n'royals  3SS  17    f 

2cl,    LicutfP.ant-f^cncral  Sir  Cliarlfs  Montague's  foot  388  17    6 

4th,  Lieutenant-general  Hock;ibn's  foot  6qi  7    ; 

5th,   Lieutenant-general  Ear!  i'crey's  fo It  631  7    c 

6th,  Licutcnant-geneial  Sir  William  Uoovhby's  foot  631  7    c 

yth.  Colonel  Rieharc!  Prefcot's  foot  631  70 

8th,  Lieutenant-general  Armifrong's  foot  6^,1  7    c 

10th,  Lieutenant-general  SanciforLl's  foot  631  7    ^ 

131)1,   KonomalMe  lieutenant-general  Murray's  foot  301  17    d 

14th,  Lieutenant-general  Cunningham':;  foot  631  7    c 

15th,  Lieutenarit-general  Earl  of  Cavan's  foot  651  7    & 

i6ih,  Lieutenant-general  Glfborne's  foot  6^1  7    ;; 

171)1,  Lieutenant-general  Monckton's  foot  6  ;i  7    0 

2iit,    Honourable  lieuienant-genera)  Mackay's  foot  325  6    !i 

22(1,     Llonouralilc  lieutenant-general  Gage's  foot  631  7    u 

!23d,     Honcurable     lieutenant-general    Sir    William 

Howe's  foot  631  7    0 

2ith,   Lienien'uU-general  Eord  Cjcorge  Lenox's  foot  388  17    6 

2(iili,   Lit  i\  t/ut-general  LovJ  Aciam  Gordon's  foot  631  7    0 

27t!i,    M.y  .,  lural  Ma  [ley's  foot  631  7    i> 

2Htli,   :'vi.'Vi-'';Mral  Eric's  foot  631  7    0 

291)1,  Lieuiai::nt  general  Evelyn's  foot  325  6    S 
3 ill,    Liei.i  -iiant-gcneral  Sir  James  A.dolphus  Ough- 

ton's  foot  315  6  S 
32d,  Major-general  Vv'iiliam  AmhciT's  foot  325  6? 
33d,  LieuiMi.nit-general  Earl  Cornwallls's  foot  155  5  c 
y^th,  Lieu'. ;:,:nt-gcneral  Cainphell's  foot  631  7  0 
361)1,  Lir',1!' ;i:nr-gencral  I'ievfon's  foot  325  6  S 
37tii,  ),;..  Ill  _,,ail-gencral  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  foot  O31  7  c 
501!!,  /.;:;i -:  -  ,/neral  Eigoll's  foot  631  7  C 
401);,  Ei..:',.;:.'.ni-general  Sir  Robert  Hamilton's  foot  631  7  c 
4iflj  A  r'.^;'a,Lnr,  a.nd  twenty- fix  independent  com- 
panies of  inv.ilids  6130  7    S 

Carried  over  21852  6    6 

2                 .  BrouKl.t 
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ErcHight  over 
in\,    Gcner:il  I.orI  Jolin  Muriay's  foot 
4-,.I,    Honourable  licutcnant-gcncnil  Caicy'j  foot 
^4'li,  General  Abercrombie's  foot 
^y!i,  Lieutenant-general  Maviland's  foot 
^'j\h,  Honourat^lc  :;injoi--gcncra!  Vaughan's  foot 
^-■i\\,  T.icufenant-gcncral  Sir  Guy  Carlcton's  foot 
^oth,  Uonourahlc  lieutenant-general  Maitiarid's  foot 
y.i,    Lieutenant-general  Sir  John  Clavering's  foot 
c.th,  Lientcnant-gencral  Frederick's  foot 
5yh,  Ma'ior-general  James  Cvrant's  i'out 
^;tli,  Lieutenant-general  Sir  John  Irwine's  foot 
6ot!i,  Lieutenant  general  Lord   Amlierlt's  foot,  firR 

bartalion 
tctli,  Ditto,  fecond  battalion    ■ 
(.oth,  ]31tto,  third  battalion 
(ctli.  Ditto,   fcurih  battalion 
'i.'d,    Lieutenant-general  I'raneis  Grant's  foot 
/l;ii,  Licutenaut-gvucrairoineroy's  foot 
I'^tli,  Lieiitenaat-geaeral  Uriulloa's  foot 
(/nil,  Major-general  GabiKtt's  foot 
tV.di,  Lieutenant-general  Larrdv.on's  foot 
6yrh,  Honourable  lieutenant-general  Philip  Shcrrard's 


Lieutcnant-ucneral  Tr 
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8 

3-^5 
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8 

3S8 

17 
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3-1.350     6     o 
Savings  on  the  pay  of  inajor-general  Gabbcl's 
rcginieatof   foot,    from  tiie   29111  of  L'einember, 

1775,  tJ  the  a4Viiof  December  fcllo',v;:;g,  liotli 

iuchdlve  "  2607    16     6 

Savii'.gq   on   the  pay   of  two   a;!d:ri,,na!  com- 
panies   i'i    lii.uic;iaai:-;':vi,eral  U:iw:i..:i's    legi-  \ 
ment   of  in^;':^    from    il'.e    ;_t'.;    I'f  I  v pr.inl/er, 

1776,  to  the  24th  of  Devjeniucr  following,   both 

inelulive  ^6-      i     a 


921      3      10 


N'.  ?>.  Rcfplts  are  dirccled.  to  be  made  l.y  hi^-  ?v;jjr;r:y's  warrant, 
iljted  the  5th  of  January,  1778,  on  the  ;'ay'  of  llm.rry  regiments  of 
foot  in  the  year  i;76,  amn-jnring  to  j.jI,qo\.  \vhi:;h  will'be  favings 
to  the  public,  whc!)  the  pay  warfants  arc 'i,il;:d,  and  the  proper  ac- 
ijiilttanccs  giv:;;a  to  the  paymaiter  general. 


j68  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1778. 

EflahMjmnn  of  General  and  General  Staff  Officers,  wiib  their  refpcSli:-: 
Pat  and  Jppohnmenti  ;/z  North  Aniciica,  for  the  I'ear  1774. 
^  ''  ■  PcrDlcn. 

£.    i.    ,/. 
Genenl  and  commander  in  chief  -  lo     o    0 

Two  aids  de  camp  to  ditto,  each  los.  -  100 

Secretary  to  ditto  -  -         -  -  -         o   10    0 

Two  brigadiers  genernl,  each  il.  los.  -  -         3     0    0 

Three  majors  of  brigade,  each  I  OS  -  -  i    10    0 

Deputy  quarter-mafter  general  -  -  -  o  lo    0 

Two  affiftants  to  ditto,  each  53.  -  -  0100 

Deputy  adjutant  general  -  -  -0100 

Commiflairy  of  the  muftcrs  -  -  -0100 

Two  deputy  ditto,  each  5s.  -  -  -  o   10    0 

Barracli-maftcr  general  -  -  -  100 

Judge  advocate  -  -  "  -  o   10    0 

Commiffary  of  the  ftorcs  -  -  -  i     0    C 

Surgeon  to  thrhofpitals  -  -  -  o   10    0 

Provoft  MarlLal  -  -  -  -  026 

Commanding  Offcers  at  the  foUozving  Pofti,  zrz. 

Fort  George  -                 -                  -  "              076 

Niagara     ,        -  -                    -             "  '             o     7 

Detroit         -  -               -                  -  -             o     7    0 

Ticonilcrago  -                 -                  -  -050 

Ofwegatchie  -             -              -  -         -            050 

MichiUimachinac  -                    -  -              050 

Barrack  Afafcrs  at  t'hefoUozang  Forts,  vh. 

Forts  George,  Miller,  and  the  communication  to  Albany  o    4    0 
Ninf^ara,    SValoller,    Eric,    and    tiic    comniuaication    to 

'"'PrcTqu'Illc  -  -  -  -  °     "^    '^     \  I 

Communication  to  Philadelphia  -  -         -  o    4    0    J  | 

Ticonderago  -  -  -  -  '  040^, 

Detroit  and  Michillimachinnc  -  -  -  o     4    0    ;•  .| 

Cumberland  and  Nova  Scoiia  -  -  -040^ 

Chartres,  Kalkalkias,  Illinois  country  -         -         -  o    4    0    |'  j 

Ofwegatchie  -  -  "  -  o     4    0    |  ,■! 


•  Total 
N   B.  Like  efij^'flimcnr  for  the  yean 77; 


EjlaKfl,. 


Ik 


A.  1)7^.  DEBATES.  if,^ 

iUahliflment  of  General  and  General  Staff-Officers,  end  Officers   of  the 
Il'jjfnals,  ii'itb  their  refpefiive  Pay  and  Jpj>ohilmc>iis   in  ]^>orih- Ame- 
rica, for  the  1  'car  l  776.  /Vr  Diem. 
£■      s.      ci. 
General  and  commander  in  ciiicf                  -                  -  lo     o     o 
'I'uo  aids  de  camp  lo  ditto,  each  lOs,                   -          -  100 
Secretary  to  ditto                  -                   -             -              -         o   10     o 
Six  Majors  general, 'each  2I.               -               -              -          12     o     o 
Six  aids  dc  camp  to  ditto,   each  103.          -              -          -          300 
our  brigadiers,   each  il.  los.                   -               -          -           600 
Til rec  majors  of  brigade,   each  los.                  -              -            i    10     o 
I    Dtputy  quarter-mafter  general             -              -                  -      o   10     o 
'    Two  affiftants  to  ditto,  each  5s.             -                  -         -        o   10     o 
Deputy  adjutant  general              -              -                  -                 o   10     o 
;■     Coinmillary  of  liie  mufiers              -          -              -          -          o   10     o 
'if  Two  deputy  comiiiiirarics  of  ditto,  each  5s.                                O    10     o 
liarrack  mafter  general                  -            -            -              -100 
judge  advocate             -             -                  -                  -             0100 
Surgeon  to  the  forces             -                  -              -             -        o   10     o 
Cosnmiirnry  of  tlic  ftorcs               -                   -                -               100 
Provoft  Marflial                   -               -              -             -             026 

Officers  of  the  Hofphals. 
Three  phyficians,  each  il.  -  -  -  300 

Two  purveyors  and  clerics,  cacli  il.  5s.  -  -  2    10     o 

Three  furgeons,  each  los.  -  -  -  I    10     o 

I'our  apothecaries,  each  los.  -  -  -  200 

One  chaplain  -  -  -  --06     (S 

Twenty-four  mate!,  each  5s.  -  -  -  -  600 

-*     Two  ftorekeepcrs,  each  3s.  -  -  -  060 

I  Commanding  Officers  at  tl'C  folh~xir.g  P'Jh,  viz. 

Fort  George  -  -  -  -  076 

Niagara  -  -  -  -076 

Detroit  -  -  -  .  076 

Olwegatchie  --  -  -  -  050 

Michillimakinac  -  -  -  -  050 

Barrack  Majiers  at  tl.>e  foUoiv'nig Fcrts,   viz. 
Forts  George,   Miller,  and  the  communication  to  Albany       040 
Niagara,    Schloller,    Eric,    and     the    communication    to 

^Prefqu'inc  -  -  -  -040 

Communication  to  Philadelphia  -  -  -040 

Detroit  and  A'lichillemakinac  -  -  -  -  040 

Cumberland  and  Nova-Scotia  -  -  -  040 

Chartres  Kaikallcias,   Illinois  country         -         -  -         040 

OlV.-c':;atchie  .  ~  -  -  040 


Total         58     s     8 
Vol.  VIII,.  Z  Lfaofb. 


A. 

'77*i. 

.;.  of  Ht 

1    Ai 

ncrica 

;vr 

Dkni. 

£■ 

S.       ,1. 

20 

0     0 

4 

0    c 

I 

0     c 

16 

0     c 

4 

0     I. 

,^3  PARLIAMENTARY 

nhhllOwicnt  nf  GcnerrjJ  a>,d  Qn:ernl  Stoff'-Officers,  and  Off c 
hUals  ■w!tl>  iL'c-lr  refi^.ah'c  Pay  and  //pponiinieiits  in  Noiti 
Li'dll-  VVcll-lndics7«r  the  Tear  1777. 

General  and  General  Staff-Officers. 

Two  generals  and  commanders  in  chief,  each  lol. 

Eighttiids-de-camp  to  ditto,  each  ics. 

Two  fecretaries  to  ditto,  each  lOS. 

Four  lieutenant  generals,  each  4I.  -  -  - 

Eight  aids-dc-camp  to  ditto,   each  103. 

Six  major-generals,  each  2I.  -  -  -      ,-     -     - 

Six  aids-de-camp  to  ditto,  each  los.  -  -  3     °    ° 

One  major-general  in  the  Weft-Indies  -  200 

One  aid-de-camp  to  ditto  -  -  -         o   10    0 

Six  bri-adiers  eeneral,  each  il.   los,  -  -  900 

Ten  HKijnrs  of  brigade,  each  ICS.  >  -  S     0    ° 

Two  quaitLr-mafters  general,  each  il.  -         -  200 

Two  deputy  ditto,  each  los.  -  -         -  I     O    0 

Ten  alTillaiits  to  ditto,  each  5s.  .  -  2 

Two  adjutants  general,  each' il. 

Two  deputy  ditto,  each  lOs. 

Commillary  of  the  mufters 

Two  deputy  ditto,  each  5s. 

Tv/o  judge  advocates  general,  each  10s. 

Barrack-maRcr  general 

Commill"iry  of  the  ftores 

Surgeon  to  the  forces  -  - 

Two  provoft  marllials,  each  2s.  6d. 

One  fourier  -  -  - 

Five  phyficians,  each  il. 

Three  purveyors  and  clerks,  each  il.  5s. 

Seven  furgcons,  each  los.  -  -  - 

Eight  apothecaries,  each  ics. 

Sixty  mates >  each  5s. 

Two  chaplains,  each  65.  8d. 

Three  flore-kLepers,  each  3s, 


2 


Commanding  Offuers  at  the  following  Pofu,  viz. 


Fort  George 

N.aoara 
Detroit 
Olwe2:.^.tchic: 
Michill,..,..i.:. 


I 

0   0 

! 

I 

0   0 

1 

I 

0   0 

\. 

0 

10   0 

\ 

0 

5   0 

0 

5    " 

5 

0    0 

3 

15    0 

3 

10   0 

\ 

4 

0    0 

15 

0    n 

0 

13    4 

* 

0 

9    <^ 

\ 

0 

7    6 

[ 

0 

7    6 

0 

7    6 

0 

S   0 

0 

5   0 

Carried  over  n.i  "J  ' 


A,  177S.  DEBATES,  ,71 

Barrack  Majlcrs  at  the  folhivlng  Forts,  viz. 

Per  Bkm. 

/;.  ..  ,/. 
Brought  over  123   19   10 

[orts  George,  Miller,  and  the  communication  to  Albany  040 
Niagara,    Schlofler,    Eric,    and     the    commi::iication   to 

Prefqu'Ifle  -  -  -  -     o     4     o 

Communication  to  Philadelphia  -  -  -040 

Detroit  and  Michillimakinac  -  -  -  040 

Cumberland  and  Nova-Scotia  -  -  o     4     o 

Chartrcs  Kailiall;ias,  Illinois  countrj'  -  -  O     4     o 

Ol'wegatchie  -  -  -  -040 

Commiflaiy  general  of  flores,   provifions,  and  forage  from 

the  lit  of  February,    1777,  -  -  300 


^jWl'ijhment  of  General  and  Genera!  Staf -Officers  c/  Hoffuiah,  wUh 
their  refpetlive  Pay  and  Appointments  in  Norih-Amcrica  and  the  Well- 
Indies  y»r  the  Year  1778." 

General  and  General  liijff^-Offecrs. 

Two  generals  and  commanders  in  chief,  each  lol, 

Kight  aids-de-camp  to  ditto,  each  lo^. 

Two  fecrctaries  to  ditto,  each  lOs. 

Four  lieutenant-generals,  C3ch4l, 

I'ight  aids-de-cainp  to  ditto,  eacliios. 

Mx  major-generals,  each  2I. 

Six  aids-de-camp  to  ditto,  eachios. 

One  major-general  in  the  Weft-Indies 

One  aid-de-camp  to  ditto 

SiX  brigadiers  general,  each  il.  105. 

Ten  majors  of  bri;^ade,  each  10s. 

'I'woquarter-maflers  general,  each  il. 

Two  deputy  ditto,  each  I  OS. 

'I'cnaflitlants  to  ditto,  each  5s. 

Two  adjutanis  general,  each  il. 

Two  deputy  ditto,  each  lOs. 

Commill'ary  of  the  niufters  _  -  . 

Two  deputy  ditto,  each  5s. 

Two  judge  advoc.ites  general,  each  los, 

Barrack- matter  genera! 

"tji'nied  ovev 
7.  2 


Pa 

D: 

/• 

20 

0 

4 

0 

I 

0 

16 
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4 

0 

12 

0 

^ 

0 

2 

0 

c 

10 

9 

0 

5 

0 
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Per  D:cr.. 
r.    s.    ,/. 

Brought  over  88     o    0 

CommifTsry  of  the  ftorcs              -              -              -         -  100 

burgeon  to  th';  foixes                  -                  -                  -  0100 

Two  provofl  marflials,  each  25.  6il.           -         -           -  050 

One  fouiier                  -                   -                 -             -  050 

OJ^urs  of  the  Ilyfl'Uah^  b'c. 

Five  phyficians,  each  il.                           -                    _  5     0    0 

Thiee  purveyors  and  cicrkf,  each  il.  5s.            -           -  3   '5     0 

Sc\en  Curgcons,  each  il.  ics.              -                  -         _  '^   10    0 

Eiglit  apothecaries,  each  lOi.                       -                  -  400 

Sixty  mates,  caches.                  -                  -            -  15     0    0 

Tvi'o  chaplains,  cacli  6s.  SJ.                  -              -              -  0134 

Three  ftore-kecpers,  each  3s.             -                 -             -  o     o    0 

Cominandir.g  Ojjiccrs  at  the  folhiuhig  Pifth   viz. 

Fort  George  -  -  -  -076 

Niagara                  -                  -                  -                  -  076 

f            Detroit                  -                 -                 -                   -  076 

Ofvvegatchie                 -                 -                 -              -  050 


Michillimakinac 

Barrnck  ALulcrs  at  the  foUoivhig  Forts^  Uc. 

Forts  Georpic,  Miller,  and  the  communication  to  All^any 
Niagara,    Sclilr.lii^rs,    Eric,    and    the    Lommunication   to 

Prefqu'Ifle 
Communication  to  Philadelphia 
Detroit  and  Michillimakinac 
Cumberland  and  Nova-Scotia 


5     0 


O      4      3 

040 

o  4  0 
040 
040 


Chartres  Kafi^afkias,   Illinois  country  _  -  0     4 

Ofvvegatchie  -  -  _  _ 

Comniiflary  general  cf  Itores,  provirions  and  forac^e 

%  Total  128     7 


o     4    0 
300 


Ejlal'ljhmir.t 


'77' 


P    E    B     A    T    E    S. 


ns 


EjlMij%me':t  of  I'ltj^ital  Officers  hehtmng  to  hU  Majefy's  Garrl/cis  in 
'Norili  Arntiic.'  u:!.J  the  Weft  Iiidirs,  w!tl>  thei"  r'fpeitive  Pny  and 
AppiinlH.enti  for  thj  Tears  i-j'jJf,   J775^    '^yO,    i  777,  c«<i  1778. 


«774. 

&::ii'-  CiiroiiiU!, 

*■    ^  Ifi'..  Neiijfcif^. 

!■.  ".■inns., 
I.  -..,■.7, 
.V'.     hcy^t^ 


North  America, 
iiur^ieoii  major 
Su;;.eon 


Su. 

■J    Sur 


2".  6d. 


mate 
md  piirvejur 


31,  r  son 
Surgeon 


P^r  Diem. 

£■   s.    d. 
o  10     o 


o 

0 

o  15 

O  10 
O  10 
O    10 


N,  B,  Ti/e  like   eltabliflimerit  as  the  above  for  the  years  1775,    I776, 
1777,  '^""^  ^ll"^- 


J\  /!,cy.-r.t  .f  the  Numher  of  ^ecndts  ra'ifcd  for  hii  Alijf/Iy's  Service  in 
Grt.^t-ivi' nil,  fio7nt^'  2g.'>  0/"  September,  1774,  io  the  2()ih  of 
Septi-mber,     1777,    il!,':inguij''ing  each  Year. 

■'■Nurnher  of  Recruits  inlifed. 

From  thc>  r.Qth  of  Septemb':r,  1774,  to  the  ift  of  O^lober,  17755 
cr.vairy  456,   infantiy  3408. 

From  thf,  iftof  Oftobcr,  1775,  to  the  ift  of  Oflober,  1776,  ca- 
valry 7S5,   infantn.'  11  vS.;. 

from  the  ilt  of  Odub^r,  1776,  to  the  29th  of  September,  1777, 
cavalry  362,  infantry  ^545. 


Acmmt 
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Account  of  Perfons  employed  in  the  different  Branches  of  the  Co?nmiff,mnic 
pelonging  to  his  Ahjcjlfs  Forces  in  N(ir:h-America  ciud  the  ^Veft- 
InJies,  tuilh  their  refpeilive  Pay  and  /Ipl'ointmcnts  for  the  Years  1774, 
1775,   and  1776. 


1774.  North- America.  Per  Die,-):. 

/;.    s.  J. 

Staf,  CommilTary  of  the  fiores  100 

Gartifin  of  ^tebec,  Commiliarv    of  ftoits  anvl  pro- 

vificns 
Ditto  of  St.  Augiijline,        CoXiiriirfary    general     of  Itorcs 

and  provifio  IS  -  o   15     0 

Ditto  of  Petfacol'.i,  Commifraiy    general    of    fioies 

and  proviiinns  -  o    10     0 

Ditto  of  Adohille,  Deputy  conwniffiry  of  {\mcs  O     4.    0 

Ditto  of  Nova-Scotia,  ComnHriliry  of  florcs  and   pro- 

Vifi'.)!13 

Ditto  of  Loiiifbourg,  Commiflary  of  Itorcs  and  pro- 

vliions  -  -050 

Pitto  of  St.  John's  //land,  Commiflary  of  (lores  and  pro- 

vifions  -  o     c    0 


0   10    0 


040 


JTefi-Ir.dies. 

Grenada,  Coinn\iflary    general    of   {lores 

and  provifions         -  -         O  15    3 

St.  Viiicei:!,  Coi:nn!ilTary  of  llores    and  pro- 

vifions -  -     0   10    0 

Dominica,  Comniiilary  of  ftorcs  and  pro- 

vihons  -  -     O  10    0 

Tobago,  Deputy      coniniiflary    of  florcs 

and  provifions  -  o   10    0 

H.  B.  The  like  account  as  the  above  for  the  years  1775  and  1776. 


■  7/8. 


DEBATES. 


i7i 


u.-oitnt  of  Perfons  ejnphyed  in  the  different  Brmtches  of  the  Comimffar'mte 
Icknglng  to  his  Majeflys  Forces  in  North-America  and  the  Weft- 
Indies,  ivith  their  refpeilive  Pay  and  App'jintments  for  the  Tear  I'/JJ. 


Garrifon  of  ^<ehee. 


North-Jinerica. 

Commifniry  of  the  ftorcs 
Commifl'ary  of  iloics  iind  pro- 
vifions 


Ditto  of  St.  /I:igujiine,  Commiflary  general  of  {lores 
and  provillons 

Ditto  of  Penfdcohi,  Commiff.iry    general     of  ftores 

?.nd  provilions 

Ditto  of  Mohille,  Deputy  commiilary  of  flores 

Ditto  of  Nova-Scctia,  Commiflary  of  ftores  and  pro- 
•vifions 

Ditto  of  Louifiourg,  Commiflary   of  flores  and  pro- 

vifions 

Ditto  of  St.  fohns  If  and,  Commiflary  of  flores  and  pro- 
vl  lions 

St.iff.,  Commiflary    general    of  flore?, 

provifions  and  forage,  from 
Feb.  I,   1777 


Per  Diem. 

C'   '■   d. 
I     o    o 


'5    o 


JFeJl -Indies. 

Ditto  of  Grenada,  Commiflary    general   of    ftorcs 

and  provilions  -  0  15     o 

Ditto  of  St.  Firurnt,  Commiflary  of  flores  and  pro- 

viflons  -  "         0  lo     O 

Ditto  Dominica,  Commiflary  of  flores  and  pro- 

vifions -  -     o  lo     0 

Ditto  Tobago,  Deputy    commiflary    of   flores 

and  provilions  -  0  10    o 


Account 


ij6  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  ijjS. 


Accnuhi  of  Vcrfons  emphyedln  the  diffeiynt  Branches  of  the  Co!;:>?!:fjriait 
belonging  to  his  Alajeflys  Forces  in  Ncirth- America  n>id  the  Well- 
Indies,  ivitb  their  yefpeiiive  Pny  and  Jhpoiiilmentsfcr  the  Year  1778. 

North-  America.  Per  Diem. 

/:■    '■    'I. 

Staff',  CommilTary  of  ftores  -         100 

Garrifon  of  ^uleCy  Commiflary   of  ftorcs  aiiJ  pro- 

vjfions  -  0  10    0 

Ditto  of  St.  Augiijiine,         Comniifliiry    general    of   ftorcs 

and  provifioiis  -  0150 

Ditto  of  Penfacola,  Commin'ary    general    of   ilores 

and  provifions  -  O   10     0 

Ditto  of  Mohi'le,  Deputy  commiflary  of  {lores 

Ditto  of  Nova-Scotia,  Commiflary   of  ilores  and  pro 

vifions  -  -  040 

Ditto  of  Louifiiurg,  Commiflary  of  flores   and  pro- 

vifions 

Ditto  of  St.  John's  If  and,  Commiflary  of  ftorcs  and  pro- 
vifions 

Stajff  Commiflary    general    of  flores, 

provifions,  and  forage  3     0    0 


4    0 


050 
050 


TVef-Indies. 


Ditto  rf  Grenada,  . 

Ci.mniin'riry     general    of  (lore; 

and  provifions 

0   15    0 

Ditto  of  St.  Vincent, 

Commiflary  of  ftores   and  pro- 

vifions 

0   10    c 

Ditto  of  Dominica^ 

Commiflary  of  ftores  and   pro- 

vifions 

©  10    0      ij 

Ditto  of  Tobago, 

Deputy     commiflary    of    flores 

1; 

and  provifions 

0  10  0  .  ' 
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A,  .778. 


DEBATES. 


A.jIraP.  of  the  Number  of  Recruits  raifed  by  thefeveral  Regiments  in  Ire- 
land, as  they  have  been  relumed  to  the  A'ljutant-General  by  the  refpcc- 
ti'jc  Conmandini-Officers  of  Regiments,  from  the  2()th  of  September, 
1774,  toihe  29//;  c/'Septem.  l-jjjjdijiinguijhing  each  year.  Aljutant- 
CtnerafsOfLcc,  Dublin,  January  5,    1778. 


Regiments 


Horfe 


Drn^oons. 


Foot 


Numl 

«/■«,- 

Numb^yofRc. 

Num 

hn.fR,. 

To;n! 

ofR,. 

cruils 

<a,fej, 

cr:.iu  raijld, 

cruit 

r.;f.,. 

CrulU 

ra,jcdby 

. 

frcmz 

q,h  of 

fr.m  igtb  ,f 

fr.,n 

l^)<h  of 

each  I 

'mimetit. 

' 

Sept. 

774." 

Sept.,  775," 

Sept 

m6,to 

from 

lc)thof 

29,.t  „/  S.pt. 

ir,!h   f/Scf.t. 

2^yh 

of  Sept. 

Sept 

1774." 

1775- 

T776. 

^111 

29  Sep- 1777- 

Ifl, 

26 

65 

S& 

147 

2ci, 

28 

59 

66 

153 

3J> 

21 

47 

48 

116 

4th, 

2  2 

58 

68 

148 

-5tH, 

42 

154 

1 10 

306 

fHih, 

45 

170 

45 

260 

cth, 

3S 

118 

48 

201 

lath, 

1 3 

136 

61 

270 

13th, 

23 

138 

(/) 

257 

14th, 

89 

171 

48 

308 

Li  8th, 

51 

140 

25 

216 

(3^, 

79 

171 

194 

444 

jnh, 

ICO 

4>9 

57 

5S6 

19th, 

100 

254 

73 

432 

30tb, 

85 

271 

125 

481 

32c', 

180 

12G 

3c6 

36th, 

24-3 

239 

95 

580 

66th, 

=55 

79 

141 

475 

67  th, 

143 

2<2 

133 

508 

I68th, 

Total 

221 

I^;2 

198 

551 

1684 

3243 

1S18 

6745 

J.  BOWER,  Deputy-Adjutant  General. 

N.  B.  TheRcoimental  Books  of  the  32d  Regiment  of  Foot  were  all 
loft  by  the  Wreck,  of  the  Rockingham  Tranfport,  on  the  2 2d  ol 
December,   1775. 
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5  J 

■   ^^ 

6  Companiesat 

3  at  Plymo 

2  2  Indepcndcni 

3  Beru-ick  - 
2  Hull  -  - 
2.  oneerucfs 

1  Archliff  For 
1   Chefler       - 
1   Liverpool 
I   Landguard  F 
I   Tilbury  Fort 
I   Pendcnnis 

1  Scilly     -   - 

4  JerCey  - 
4  Guernfey 

Total  in  S 

4.  Inth^enHem 

2  Fort  George 
I  Fort  Auguft 
J   Fort  WiUian 


Total  ^ 
Total  ( 


%^-\ 


■htft  +  Part,  ir.ufthe  phced  W°     I  \ 

JI-f:rnB  Return  of  the  Regiment  and  Incltpnielem  Cimpanles  of  Iifjalids  in  Great  Britain;  Dec.  I,  .1777. 
Officers  frfcnt. 
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:  6th,  or  Queen's  Light  Dragoons. 


Ef-f!!. 


Ccmm.jjl.n  Staff  Nnn  Cm 


Royal  Artillery. 

Fffrflh'r  Kon-carntniffiomdOff.cen,   Rank  and  File,  Flfcrs  md  Dm 


Ilorjh  Cr,„„„JJo 


Tola!  Effcflh 
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N.  B.  The  Queen's  American  Rangers,  or  Provkciiil  Corps,  coiififting  of  176  Rank  and  Tiic,  fit  for  Dutv,  ■ 
are  not  included  in  the  above  Return. 


Under  the  Command  of  Mnjor  Simcoc,  Captain  in  the 
40th  Regiment. 

W  1  k  r^  I  A  M   .H.O  W  E. 


hlowe,  enc 

Zwi  an^  F!lc 


A'l/'fiit  hy 

I. rave  tJUci  Re- 


N^   7. 
State  of  the  Troops,  Britifliand  German,  under  the  Command  of  Gcncial  Sir  William  Howe,  encamped  at  Philadelphia,  Dec.  14,  1777; 

bff:<lrs  pr.fint  I'^'drve,  SrrjrM!,   l^mnm.r,,   R.,„k  m/ T-l, 


'olal  F-ffrBitie  pitlr. 
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Light  Dragoons. 


Cmm.Jion  S'aff 


Artillery. 

F.psii'^;  Ko,!.m,:,„-j:cmtOg.,r;,   R„,:h  nnj  Filt,  Dr,mmrr„ml  F!f,„ 


Lull  IUI.I 


'^    I'j^j'So    i:\iJ'q    t>;t3iStj    liiS'c)       4~'i-^tj'^(i'?    tSo^    o    ^ii(5 


N.  13.  The  Sit;k  and  abfcnt  Oillr.  rs  are  not  included  in  'tk-  tibnvt  1 

The  Queen's  American  Rangers  included,  being  the  only  1'iovinci.il  Curps  that  cnc.m.p 

The  Numbers  returned  over  and  above  the  EaaWiflimcnt  in  fome  or  the  Battalions  arc  wanting  to  complete  in  their  (1  ,nk  Companies,    'l  l.c 


do  Duty  in  the  Line  here. 
L  Companies  of  tlic  54th,  not  beinr  attached  to  tlie  (lank  Battalion,  are  returned 

J.'l'^TERSON,  .  .djutant-General,  North  America. 


^/Jafier-General,  for  the      ;  r...j  .-j 


•ofe  Leave.  Fey  iihat  7ii:e. 

gland.  ■         . 

ieutcnant 


ifter  Ge;:cral     -j  r;;rce  ^lonths 


)mmand 
It 


Cop) 


Rcfurn  of  the  Royal  Irifli  Regiment  of  Artillery,  commanded  by  the  Earl  o^  Drcgkda,  Maficr-Generar,  for  the 

Month  o[ Ncveuiber,  1777. 


-=  § 


r  I 


r  Colonel  Clrcf 
:  I  f.;loi,eI  Scron.I 
4  I  Lieutenant  Cul 
C'J  M,.iir 


Rank. 
Mafter  General 
Col.  en  Second 
Captain 
Captain 

Firfl  Lieutenant 

Firft  Lieutenant  ^ 

Second  Lieutenant     •  John  Robifon 
Second  Lieutenant        Thomas  Atkinfon 


ABSENT    OFFICERS: 

Names.  Sinci:  zvhat   Tune.     By  zchofe  Leave. 

Lord  Drogheda  | 

Bernard  Hale  Li  England. 

Thomas  Eiirgh  Aid-de  Camp  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 

William  Brady,  jun.        Sth  September  -. 

David  Robifon  15th  November  [>  Mafter  Genci 

Matthew  Young  10th  September  -• 

On  Com.mand 
attending  the  Lord  Lieutenant 


Fcr  z:hat  1'ij 


.  u 


■b     Ki    Q 


7      iS      226      2      ;2S      3      ]  .  ■ 

Dctaih-r.icnls  included  in  the  above  Return. 
T  the  Cove  of  Cork  :   1  Sccor.vi  Lieutenant,  i  Serjeant,  i  Drummer,  i  Bombardier,  20  j\I:itU\iGl6.     Total  24 
LUC.    BARBER,  Adjutant  Royal  Artillery. 


Chapel  I/--d, 
Dec.  I,     1777. 


Copy. 


r  lieutenant-General    bir 
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Lk. 


l2    4  <o  too"     =5  (J 
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forcEH      4     2  I  H     9     ^  ■ 

Total      II    ij  3  !(>   I-   ^i  =;7 


at-G?eneral,   North- America, 


N^ 


State    oi  the  Troops,  Britidi   and  German,   under    the    Command  of  Lieutenant-General    Sir 
liany  Clinton,  at  Nciu-Toii,  and  Pofts  depending,  Oftober  j,    17^7. 


F.fnlil'C,   Serjeants,    Dr. 


Prrf.n 
S:.ff.         fitfcr. 


"'■:;""  Mfinth     Pnfmcrs  "s 
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J.  PATERSON,  Adjutant- Oeneral,   North-America. 


'f    h.iri"^-  DEBATES. 

'\      €:;■}■  of  a  Letter  from  Air.  Robinfon  to  Riclmrd  Oliver,    ffrj. 
^         <i/iceniing  Mr,  Atkinlori's  Rum  ContrniTL     June  6i'/),  1777. 

Sir, 

SOME  exceptions  having  been  tnkcn  to  tlie  jiroprlety  of 
.-.  contraft  entered  into  by  tlic  lords  commillioners  of  tlic 
t'.ifury  with  Mr.  Atkinfon,  for  iupplying  a  quantity  of 
wj.n  to  his  Majefty's  forces  in  America  at  5s.  3d.  ]5er  gallon, 
■iJ  that  gentleman  being  deiirous,  as  well  as  their  Lordfl^ips, 
:'  .it  the  faid  contraft  fliould  undergo  a  thorough  inveftiga- 
;:on,  it  has  been  propofcd  to  fubmit  the  lame  to  your  judg-- 
::;:r.t,  jointly  with  Bcefton  Long  and  Richard  Neave,  Efqrs. 
1  ?in  thereupon  direfted  by  their  Lordlliips  torcqueft  the  ta- 
\-urof  you  to  take  the  trouble  of  fuch  examination,  and  if  I 
h.ivc  youl-  permilhon  fo  to  do,  I  have  their  Lordlhips  further 
(lireftions  to  trauhnit  you  the  nccelTary  papers  for 'that  piir- 
pofc. 

Sir,  &c. 

John  Robinson. 

A  like  letter  to  Bcefton  Long,  Efq.' jointly  with. Richard 
Oliver  and  Richard  Neave,  Efqrs.  dated,  &c.'as  above. 

Ditto  to  Richard  Neave,  Efq.  ditto  with  L'eeflon  Long  and 
Richard  Oliver,  Efqrs.  ditto. 


Rfport  of  Mcfps.  Lonq;,  Neavf ,  Glover  and  Crichton,  en  the 
Reference  of  A:r.  Aikmion' s  R/im  Contrcit'^.   July  16,  1777. 

My  Lords, 

IN  conlequence  of  a  requefl;  to  us  from  your  Lordfliips, 
fignified  by  Mr.  Robinfon,  that  we  would  undertake  the 
txamination  of  "  a  contratt  entered  into  by  the  lords  com- 
miifioners  of  the  treafury  with  Mr.  Atkinfon,  for  fupplying  a 
quantity  of  rum  to  his  Majefty's  forces  in  America  at  5^.  3J. 
per  gallon,"  and  with  the  concurrence  of  your  Lordllnps,  to 
tall  in  any  third  or  fourth  perfon  as  we  lliould  think  proper, 
we  have  jointly  with  Mr.  Glover  and  Mr.  Crichton,  who 
have  obliged  us  with  their  conftant  attendance,  and  fub- 
fcribed  their  names  hereto,  examined  the  whole  evidence  fo 
amply  furnilhed  by  your  Loidfliips  and  Mr.  Atkinfon,  and 
hereby  liihmit  to  your  conlideration  the  follov/ing  report. 

I'he  plan  purfucd  in  this  inveftigation  was  to  review  the 
feveral  circumftances   of  the  tiiuc  when  this  contraft  was 

Vol.  VIIL  B  b    >  made. 


I., 


i86 


PARLIAMENTARY 


A.  1778. 


IS  m 
nio.le 
fuch  : 


mr.Jc,  viz.  on  the  ayth  of  March,  1776,  when  ynur  Lnril- 
fhips  by  fhe  minute  of  your  board  acccj-ttd  of  tht  tender 
msde  by  Mr.  Atkinlbn. 

We  find  in  the  contraft  itfelf,  that  every  prccaulion  hnth 
been  obferved  for  fupjilying  the  forcei  with  rum  of  that  proof 
which  Is  deemed  at  the  London  market  wxvchr.nf.ibii;  Ja- 
maica ^um,  ro  a:cert:!ir.  w'.iicl^  the  infi"  isiicnt  referred  to 
opinion  more  co.iipktely  adapted  than  any  other 
I'i-r,.)  kv'^ku  •  c^ciy  pariy  v,a.  duly  provided  wiih 
.'.ftrumrnt  by  thr  lu'- •.'  of  trca'"  .ry,  and  the  \vli»lc 
jf  r-jm  deliver-.;  hath  been  ce  .'lied  by  the  fcver.il 
oiniViiirarics  in  Amcri  a  as  correfpomliiii; 
with  tlie  pifiof  ftipidatc'l  H)  ili.;  coniracl. 

Toe''aoblh  the  price  of  fuch  ■"oir.:  :•.;  he  time,  and  juflly 
to  compute  tu'.-  charges  and  expi::.ces  atternhn.^;  its  delivery 
in  North  America,  due  information  hath  h. on  obt<'..n''d,  anJ 
tltc  iVl'owing  calcLlat'cn,  which  we  believe  to  be  as  accurate 
as  'h:  i.ature  of  the  hibjeiSl  would  admit,  is  the  refult  of  our 
emiuincs. 

5.     ^.     Parts, 
Firfl-  cofi,    at  2S.  9I.    Jamaica  currency  per 

p;;dlonj    making  ftcrling  -  -  i    11  57 

Calk  -  -  -  030 

Shipping  clrargc'-  5s. -fterling  per  puncheon         o     n         60 


Leak. 


■d,  -1}  per  cent 


Coi-amifiion  5  per  cent 
Coil  on  board  at  Jamaica 


Infurance  to  the  fcvcral   ijlaces   of  deliver 

averaged  at  13  guineas  per  cent 
Freight  and  primage 

Ai^eucy  in  America,  lOs.  flcrling,  per  punc 
Landiing  charges    2s.  6d.  flerling,  ditto 


Litereft  of  money  and  charges  in  England, 

3  per  cent 
Leikage  till  landed,  10  per  cent 
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A.  1778.  DEBATES. 

From  this  cn'-nlarion,  yonr  Lordfliips  may  judge  how  far 
the  ct  ntrr-n- in  c,ue{lion  -n  ^ht  at  the  time  have  been  reafonahly 
K.irlf  cheajirr  ;  we  li,.,e  therein  made  a  full  allowance  for 
Cicry  ch--ii;^e,  which  might  probably  occur  in  fuch  a  tranf- 
a^ion. 

Ir  IS  very  difucult  to  give  an  ojiinion  upon  anotlicr  obicfl 
referred  to  u^,  viz.  "  ^V■hat  unforefeen  rilijues  orexpcnces 
Iiave  been  aftaally  incurred  in  tiie  execution  of  the  fald  con- 
tract, to  diminifli  or  take  away  fuch  reafonable  profit  as 
niir;ht  have  been  cxpci^ed  ,hy  the  contrafior,"  as  unforefeen 
accidents  may  have  hapnt'ned  from  various  raufes,  either  from 
unexpetled  events,  which  could  not  be  forefccn  or  allowed 
for,  or  from  neglcfts  and  iniprudcncics  in  feme  part  of  the 
m.'nagemen:,  al!  which  every  undertaking  may  be  liable  to, 
ami  of  which  no  efliinatc  cand>c  formed. 

Finally,  we  IV.bmit  that  ]irivate  contrafts  are  tlie  mofl 
liable  to  exception,  and  whether  contrafts  in  future  are  of- 
fered by  public  notice  to  the  lowed  bidder,  or  the  article  re- 
quired is  purchafed  in  (jreat  Britain,  or  elfewhere,  by  agents, 
It  a  commiffion  ufual  among  merchants,  or  procured  by  any 
other  mode  whiitfoever,  tiie  protcflion  of  convoy  in  every 
inftance  is  ellentir.I,  not  Ids  to  ihc  ccconomy,  than  to  the 
cfieftual  fervicc  of  the  flatc,  wiihout  a  certainty  of  uich  pro- 
!j  I  tcftion  for  a  baiis.  We,  in  anfwer  to  tb.at  part  of  the  ri.fc- 
l-i|  rencc,  refuelling  ouropinioa  upon  future  contr'^ls,  can  only 
f'^  rcprcii^nt  to  your  Lordfliips,  the  infuperable  dilliculty  of 
5 1  fta'ing  a:iy  [Mice  to  be  given  hereafter,  which  wouhl  not  be 
if  fuhjeft  to  objcftion  ;  but  in  a  public  view,  if  contraftors,  are 
[t'l  obliged  to  take  upon  thenifelves  all  contingencies  their  ut- 
j'4t  IDoft  efforts  may  prove  ineffeftual,  and  that  firft  objcft  of 
f|  public  care  in  time  of  war,  the  fupply  of  the  army,  be  ut- 
fl       terly  defeated. 

N  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lords, 

- 1  your  Lcrdlliips  moft  obedient 

i|  and  moft  luiiuble  fervants, 

[1  liiiKsTON  Long, 

A  Richard  Neave, 

[(  P..  Glover, 

[^  ;  William  Crickton. 

•  i         The  right  hancr.rahk  the  Lords 
i]         Coir./Kiff'o'itn  of' the  TyeaJ:>ry, 


I 


B  b  7,  M[P-! 


#■'"' 


i8S  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  ly;?. 


M^Jrs.  Long,  Nc-avc,  Wr.     F/ov/^n-  /?.'/)6;7  o.v  Mr.  Atklnfon'. 
"  Rum  Certificate.      M^uft  21,   1777. 


)l 

My  Lords,  i  1 

WE  are  happy  in  your  Lordfhips'  approbation  of  ihc  tro'.i-  | 
lilc  we  have  talvcn  in  the  bufincfs  of  examining  Mr.  AtkinfoiM  \ 
rum  contraft,  i"or  which  your  Lovdl'hips'  have  l^ccn  plc;ua!  , 
to  dlrea  Mr.  Robinfon  to  return  us  thanks  by  his  letter  ol  f 
the  i6ih  inltant.  Mr.  Long  iiaving  received  it  on  the  igtli,  |  : 
we  have  taken  the  earlicft  opportunity  that  oar  refpcftivo  ai'-  |  .' 
fairs  would  admit  of  affembling,   in  order  to  reply  thereto.        *  I 

Your  Lordtliips'  deiire  us  to  acquaint  you,  |  j 

ill,   At  what  period  we  cftimated  that  thirteen  guinens  p;r     |  ' 
cent,  was  the  rate  of  infurance. 

2dly,  On  what  items  we  have  computed  fuch  infurance.         ; 

3dly,  Whether,   in  our  opinion,   tlic  accitlcnts  which  lu\,- 
bappcned  in  this  cafe  todiminifli  the  contraftor's  profit,  h.nc 
fLrili:n  from  ncgleiSl:  ormifmanagcment,  or  arc  among  theac-      |  ,■ 
cidents  wliich  could  not  be  forcfcen,  and  which  may  happi;;     i  ■ 
from  various  caufes,  and  of  which  no  eftimatc  can  be  fonm-J. 

In  anfvvcr   to   the  firfl  qu:ry,   we  beg  leave   to  repeat  to 
your  Lordfliips  what  we  have  flated  as  the  ground-work  (.! 
our  report,    that  we  cftimated  the  raU-  of  infurance,  as  ui'.!       't| 
as  every  other  item,  upon   a  te~jic-j.<  oj  il  r  c-rrciimfnuices  cj  (v        1 
t'lwc  when  the  contraB  "Mas  made. 

In  anfwcr  to  the  fecond  query,  we  com]?uted  tlie  infurance 
(as  will  appear  on  the  face  of  the  elliinatc)  on  all  the  ilciin 
incurred  down  to  the  rum  being  on  board  lliip,  ami  like- 
wife  covered  the  cftimated  premium  of  the  infurance,  fn  .1 
to  fave  the  contraftor  harmlcfs  in  calc  of  lofs,  having  in  1!  f 
next  item  affreight  cftimated  that  article  at  an  extraordi:i;.ir 
advance,  in  coniideration  that  the  contraftor  might  in  (,.  -. 
particular  cafe  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  freight,  iiotv.ii!.- 
ftanding  the  fliips  might  be  taken,  and  tl^e  rum  confcqiici:!^ 
not  arrive. 

In  anfwer  to  the  laft  query,  we  beg  leave  to  repeat  to  yi  .  ■ 
Lordfhips,  that  wc  have  made  the  moft  ample  allownuLt-  |. ; 
every  charge  which  even  in  tliefe  perilous  times  could  pro!  ;■ 
bly  have  afrefl:ed  the  undertaking  ;  and  wlierhcr  the  fcvt  ;1 
charges  aftually  incurred  have  exceeded  or  fallen  lhc;rt  (* 
our  cftimat'.-,  and  in  what  particular  itemi; ;  and  wluiluT  tl  • 
ccni:  aC'toj-'s  profit  has  been  thereby  Icfs  or  grciivr  than  1  ; 

I  -  CM\.. 
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fxpcflations,  is  a  <"ubjcf\  of  Invcfligation  \\]\\d\  \vc  tiki  not 
;ji!:;c  propcrto  jo  i.to  then,  and  \vl-  arc  of  the  lame  opinion 
now.     We  havi.-  the  honour  to  be,    my  Lords, 
Your  Loullbips' 

mofl  obedient  and  mcft:  hnmhle  fervants, 
Beeston  Long, 
■    Richard  Neave,         R.  Glover, 

William  Crickton. 
To  the  right  honourable  the  Lords 
Commijfioiicrs  uf  the  Trecifnry. 

London,  FiBuaU'in^-OJflce,  16  Jan.  1778. 
/lit  Account  nf  the  Exjicncc  of  the  Fui^ht  of  FtrluaHers,  hired  to 
carry  Provtjions  to  Nortli  America,  and  the  f'a/iie  of  the  [aid 
Provifiiiin  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Troops  there,  yjljo  the  <■  aiuc  of 
all  I'rovifions,  l^c.Jhipl'cd  on  hoard  the  Ordnance^  Store-Ships^ 
Ships  cf  ffm;  is'c.  for  the  Ufe  vf  tlje  faid  Troopi,  from  tlie 
if  of 'OB..  1775,  /'W/a- 30?/^  0/ September,  1777. 

L-       '•     ^^ 
Value   of  pro\ino\is,   &c.    fliipped   on  board 
ordnance  ftorc-lliips,    from   ill  Oft.  1775, 
to  30tli  Sept.  1777  -  -  11436     7     4 

Amount  of  neceflary  money  paid  to  the  ma- 
ilers of  ordnance  Ihips,  from  iftOft.  1775, 
to  30lh  Sept.  1777  -•  -  692   19     4 

Uiiount  of  a  bill  made  out  to  a  lieutenant,  for 
viftualling  himfelf  and  fervant  on  board  an 
ordnance  lliip  -  -  29     2   lO 

"alue  of  provifions,   &c.  fliipped    on   board 
fliips  of  war,   for  the  ufe  of  troops    carried 
'  jut  to  North  America,  from  ifl  Oft.  1775, 
o  30di  Sept.  1777  -  -  1740     2     2 

i3Sg8   II      8 


fEM.  There  were  not  any  vifttiallers  hired  to  carry  pro- 
vifns  to  North  America  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops,  from  ifl 
O61775,  to  30ih  Sept.  1777,  but  it  appeiirs  by  accounts, 
trarnitted  by  the  agents  for  viftualiinghis  Majelly's  navy 
ther  that  they  had  fupplied  out  of  the  nr.val  flock,  provi- 
fionfor  the  u!c  of  land  forces,  between  loth  Oft.  1775, 
and  itli  Sept.  1777,  to  the  amount  of  16445/.  js.  ^{d. 

Bat.  Jonas  Hawwav.  Ti-ija.  Coley.  A.  Ciiorlev. 

^xtracl 
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ExtrnH  of  a  Letter  from  Lr.r^  George  Germr.ine  to  Sir  W'l 
liam  Howe,    ^</^-i/ Wliitehnll,  ^22/1  Anvjufl,  1776, 


ifmit  you  a  copy  of  iiclifpatcli  lent  \o  | 
ton,  which,  I  think,  makes  it  uiui:-  I 
into  a  Jjlcuflion  of  i'n:;t  part  of  ycut      ' 


I  HEREWITH  tranf 
GcneiT.l  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 

ccffary  for  me  to  enLcr  into  a  d:lcuHion  ot  th:;t  part  ot  yc 
letter  which  relates  to  the  tliiricuhies  that  niip;ht  arifc  upon  X 
iunftion  of  your  rcfpeftivc  armies.  A  Llu))licate  of  this  dil'- 
patch  is  fcnt  tlierewith,  whach,  for  fear  any  accident  flioviltl 
hajipen  to  the  original,  you  will  tranfnut  to  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton  by  the  firfl  opportunity. 


ExiraEl  of  a  Letter  from  L^ord  Gcon^e  Gcrmainc  to  Sir  Guv 
Carleton,  dat'cd  W'hhdvM,   22r/AiJgui1,    i77'). 

THE  rapid  fucccfs  of  liis  IN'Iajefly's  arms,  in  driving  liit 
rebels  out  of  Canada,  docs  great  honour  to  your  condufl, 
tind  I  hope  foon  to  hear  that  you  have  been  able  to  purfiic 
them  acrofs  the  lakes,  and  to  poflefs  ihofe  pods  wpon  t!i( 
frontiers  wliich  may  efleftually  fecurc  your  province  hull 
any  future  infult. 

His  Majcfty,  in  appointing  vou  commnii'.'ci  in  chief  if 
liis  forces  in  Canada,  was  ijh.afcd  toe>:t>'iic'  y  iir  cominliJin 
to  ilic  frontiei'S  of  his  provinces  bordcnn,;-  thci'j|. on,  wllJj 
forefecing,  that  it  might  be  ncceffai'y  for  the  compk'at,ig 
your  plan  of  operations,  that  }  ou  fliould  march  your  any 
beyond  the  limits  of  yo-ur  own  government.  I  trufl,  bcJrc 
this  letter  reaches  you,  that  you  will,  by  your  fpiritind 
ai'^t'vity,  jiave  cleared  liie  fronricrs  of  Canada  of  all  thitc- 
bel  forc-:s,  and  will  have  taken  the  proper  meafures  for  K^p- 
ing  j-ofcfiion  of  the  bikes.  Tiiat  fervice  being  perfoi^''^', 
his  Majclly  comn.ands  me  to  acii.iaint  you,  that  diet  full 
remains  another  part  ot  your  dutv  to  be  undertaken,  'I'ich 
■vvill  require  all  your  abilities  ;.nd  the  fcriftefl  applicatif',  t!ic 
rcRoring  peace,  r.^id  the  cflabliiliing  good  order  and  lefl  go- 
vernment in  Canada.  It  is  an  ol'jed  of  the  grcatefl  npol-- 
t.ince  to  this  covintvy,  the  dilficulties  attending  it  iC  im- 
jncnfe;  but  his  ISTajcfly  depends  u])on  your  zeal,  al  ijpon- 
your  experience,  for  carrying  it  into  execution.  }s  Ma- 
icfty,  ever  anxious  for  the  liappincfs  of  his  fuhjefl  com- 
snands  mc  to  inform  you,    tlut  no  time  fliould  be  Ic  jn  bs- 
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tinninu;  fo  important  a  work,  and  that  you  do  therefore  re- 
lurii  toQiiebcc,  detaching  Lieiitcnant-Gcncral  Buvgoync,  or 
I  Cucli  other  officer  as  you  Ihnll  think  moft  proper,  with  that 
n.irt  of  your  forces  which  can  be  fpared  from  the  immediate 
t'cfcnce  of  your  province  to  carry  on  fuch  operations  as  fliall 
lie-  moft  conducive  to  the  fucccfs  of  tiie  army  a£\ing  on  the  fide 
of  New-York  ;  and  that  you  dlreft  the  officer  fo  detached  to 
communicate  with  and  put  himfelf,  as  foon  as  poffiblc,  under 
tl.c  command  of  General  Howe,  y  u  will  order  fuch  artillery 
jvyou  Oiall  judge  nectflary  to  proceed  with  this  detachment  ; 
and  as  a  great  quantity  of  heavy  cannon  and  military  florcs 
were  fent,  upon  the  fuppofition  that  Qiiebec  might  have  been 
in  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  you  will,  upon  Tti^uifition  from 
(itneral  Howe,  fupply  him  with  fuch  cannon  and  florcs  as 
may  not  be  wanted  for  the  proteftion  of  Canada. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lietitenant-Gencral  Burgoyne  to  Lord 
George  Germaine,  dated  Hertford-Ilicetj  ^fi  January 
1777- 

My  Lord, 

MY  phyfician  has  preffcd  m«  to  go  to  Baih  for  a  fliort 
time,  and  I  hnd  it'requifite  to  my  liealili  and  fplrlts  to  follow 
his  advice  :  but  I  think  it  a  previous  duty  to  aflhre  your 
LorJfliip,  that  fliould  my  attendance  In  town  become  nccef- 
fary,  relatively  to  information  upon  the  affairs  of  Cana;!a,  I 
lliall  be  ready  to  obey  your  fummons  upon  one  day's  notice. 

Your  Lordfliip  being  out  of  town,  I  iubmittcd  the  above 
intentions  a  few  days  ago  perfonally  to  his  Majevty  in  his 
clofet ;  and  I  added,  "  That  as  the  arrangements  for  tlie 
next  campaign  might  poffibly  come  under  his  royal  eoniein- 
plation  before  my  return,  I  humbly  laid  myfelf  at  his  Ma- 
jefty's  feet  for  fuch  aftive  employment  as  he  might  think  m: 
.  wortliy  of."  f 

I'his  was  the  fubfiance  of  my  audience,  on  my  part.  I 
undertook  it,  and  I  now  report  it  to  your  Lordlhip  m  the  hope 
of  your  patronage  in  this  purfuit ;  a  hope,  my  Lord,  lounded 
not  only  upon  a  juft  lenle  of  the  honour  your  Lordlliip's 
Uriendlhipmuft  refleft  upon  me,  but  alfo  upon  a  feeli.ng  that 
I  delerve  it,  in  as  much  as  a  iblid  refpedl  and  fmcerc  perfo- 
nal  attachment  canconftitute  fuch  a  cla'.n. 

I  leave  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  D'Oyley  f'Ach  of  the  memo- 
randums confided  to  mo  by  General  Carkton  as  require  dil- 
j  patcli. 
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pntcli,  fhouki  your  Lordfliip  tliink  proper  to  carry  them  inij 
execution. 

I  alfolcuve  in  that  gentleman's  hands  the  cojjy  of  an  appli- 
cation rehitivc  to  boats  foriiic  artillery,  and  which  I  tak.-  t!.o 
liberty  to  fubmit  to  yonr  Lordiiii]'  as  well  worthy  of  conliJc- 
ration,  upon  the  fuppofition  that  die  enemy  fliould  •nin  upua 
Lake  George,  and  that  any  operation  fliould  be  atlvifeable  [>)■ 
that  route. 

Ilikewife  leave  the  dlfpofitior  of  w  inter  quarter";,  wliiilil 
received  by  the  lafl  fliip  from  Canada.  1  liml  no  difpntcli  i> 
come  to  your  Lordfliip  by  tliac  occ:i(ion,  and  I  concclvtJ 
thole  papers  might  be  of  ufc. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
My  Lord,  c\'c. 

J.    BURCOYNL. 


Memcrandums  and  Ohfcrz-athns  relot'rjf  to  the  Scvvks  hi  CatuvLi, 
fiibmitted  to  Zorc/ George  Germ.-'ine. 

[Received from  Lkutenant-Gcncral  Burgoyne.] 

Genef-Al  Carleton's  Requisitioks. 

A  Battalion  of  Teamen,  confifling  of  cioo  at  leaft,  t!i3t 
the  expenlive  expedient  to  which  we  havebeen  obliged  tu 
have  recourfc  this  year  of  detaining  tranfports  on  account  of 
their  ieamen  might  be  avoided  in  future,  even  if  it  (liouKUic 
in  our  power  to  life  it;  but  as  there  may  not  be  a  numhiT 
fulficient  of  thofc  fliips  in  the  river  to  furnifli  us  as  before,  wc 
Ihould  in  that  cafe  be  at  a  lofs  to  man  our  vcHels  again  ;  ami 
it  fcems  moft  probable,  that  vvc  fliall  have  the  ianie,  if  not 
greater  occafion  for  them  next  Ipring,  at  Icaft  it  niufl:  he  iic- 
celliiry  to  be  provided  againft,  all  \vhich  may  happen,  as  I 
find  it  impoffible  to  remain  here'-'. 

*  The  above  is  an  cxi ract  of  a  l-.vttcr   f:om  C\;icr:\lCarletoii  lo 
General  Burgoyne,  dated  Crown-Point,    2id  Oift.ber,   17;  6. 
Oeserv  ations. 

The  reafons  Hated  by  General  Carleton  in  favour  of  thf 
propofed  corps  of  Teamen,  may  appear  to  apply  particularly  to 
the  lervice  of  armed  vcflcls,  and  it  may  be  imagined,  that  he 
has  already,  inckidi^ig  the  crews  of  frigates  ant!  tranfpoi;) 
wintering  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  a  TulHcicncv  of  men  f  >i 

ibst 


f 


A.  177?.  DEBATES. 

'   thati'm-pofc,  even  upon  a  fuppofition  that  the  lakes  fliouIJ  be 
igain  clifputed. 

Jiiit  I  beg  leave  to  fuggeft  the  expediency  of  fuch  a  corps 
for  the  boats  appropriated  to  the  baggage,  animiinition,  pro- 
Tihon,  intrenching  tools,  artltlery-flores  arid  various  other  in- 
dil'iicnllble  ftorcs  ot'an  army. 

A  certain  number  of  good  watermen  difperfed  in  the  batta- 
lion boats,  particularly  in  thofc  of  the  foreign  troops,  v.-ho 
cannot  learn  to  row  well,  would  be  of  great  ufc  in  point  of  re- 
gularity antl  expedition. 

1  am  aware,  that  during  the  late  war  the  battalion-boats 
were  always  rowed  by  their  own  fokliers,  and  I  believe  the 
ftore  and  artillery-boats  were  alio  fupplied  with  rowers  from 
the  regiments ;  but  it  muft  be  confidcred,  that  tlic  regiments 
Jtthat  time  were  more  than  double  in  numbers  to  the  prelcnt 
cHablifliment. 

After  dedufting,  upon  a  moderate  calculation,  the  fick 
holpital  guards,  general  officers  guardsj  many  fmall  drains  of 
regimental  fervice  not  to  be  avoided,  and  perhaps  detach- 
ments affiflant  to  the''' artillery,  the  battalions,  exclufive  of 
grenadiers  and  liLht-infantry  which  are  feparatc  from  th  :m, 
will  hardly  exceed  300  rai\k  an .Hile;  if  from  that  number  is 
tobe  alio  dedufted  the  guard  for  the  boat,  ulien  the  troops 
land,  and  for  the  conveyance  and  care  of  florcs  that  follow 
the  army,  the  battalions  will  be  much  weaker  than  they  ought 
to  Lc  for  anv  operations. 

The  Canadians  fupply  that  fervice  very  ill,  their  great 
praftice  on  the  water  being  in  canoes  which  puddle;  they  are 
very  aukward  with  an  car  ;  they  are  befides  under  no  tiifci- 
pline,  and  continually  defert  or  pretend  ficknefs. 

The  corps  propofed  would  enable  the  commander  in  chief 
to  rekaie  great  part  of  his  prefent  fea-force,  as  foon  as  the 
pallage  of  the  lakes  was  accomplillied. 

To  facilitate  this  meafure,    it  is  humbly  fubmitted,    that 
men  taken  from  the  rivers  in  England  miglit  anfwer  the  pur- 
pole,  without  interfering  with   the  prefent  call   for  able  fea- 
nien  ;  and,   with   all  due  deference  to  General  Carleton,  I 
fliould  imagine,  that   fuch  a  body  thrown   into  independent 
companies  of  60  each,  with  propernaval  officers,   would  an- 
.^wer  better  than  what  is  called  in  the  demand  a  battalion. 
Requisitions. 
All  augmentation  of  artillery,  conlifting  of  two  companies, 
and  the  whole  number  of  companies  on  the  fervice  in  Canada 
compleated  to  an  hundred  men  each. 
Vol.  VIII.  C  c         ,  Obser- 
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OCSERVATIOKS.  : 

I  think  It  a  duty  to  pivf.  ,poa  you,-  Lordniips  my  opinior  i 

i>pon  the  expediency  ot   Uu.  propolai.      The  avuli^'-  ^ 
the  light  troops,  is  the  im|-oi-- mt  arm  in     his  Auieriean  '    " 
The  affiftatice  obliged  to  be  given  fmm   r  ,e  line   to  i'h;itT''r* 
vice,  the  h-ift  campaign,  was  a  great  weakening  ro   the'  r  -i' 

ments,  at  the  fame  t„„e  that  it  wa.  a  very  inadequate  h.biV  i 

tute  for  trained  artillery  men.  ^  '•"  \ 

REQtusiTroKs.  ■ 

Six  months pi-ovifions  to  be  lent  outasendy  as  pofflM.  ;, 

theipnng,  calcuhated  at  the  full  racior,    for  one  thi,-      n  ' 

than  theeffeftive  of  iolliers  and  feamen.  "  f, 

Oesf.rvations.  ' 

.vr?W '"''°",f  "'''  ''a"'"^,'.  ^".  ^^''-y  Canadians,  fava^c.      t 
ai  ti  leeis,  and  lome  wafte,  which  in  fpitc  of  every  po  fible  p   !    J 
■         caunon  and    ddigence  m  the  Commiffary's  depa  tme  n  ^ 
an  lome  degree  happen  from  the  accident,  and  incon    I'i'; 
cies    particularly  kakage)  attending  water-carria-^e.  ? 

1  he  Canadian  Corv:es,  without  uhieh    the   lu-vice  covH     ' 
pot  go  on,  mull  receive  pro^■i^,ons.     The  i'-.  va-e.  -.!>,'  ' 

It  tor  their  women,  and  muit  be  indulo-ed   '"^ -"^'^  ^"°  ^M'c^ 

vages.  They  mufl  alio  be  li.kdy  dq^nied  Inon  fo^' J" 
njoveinent  of  every  body  of  troopf  adi^  tl-c:;;  ,"^1  :; 
Lake  Cliamplain,  or  beyond    the  illand  of  Monca-d  [ v  »  i 

LaRc  Ontario.  )  "'^     |  * 

»;°;".^Zl^ -:;;-™£-^^;^^-.  I ! 

corps  penetrating  by  0<wego  or   Fort  Srwrvi-        It  ' 

known,  that  Schuyler  had  t^aken  precautioP^  'for'doln.rVl '  i 
year.  '  "  '■'"'•'a  't  1..!',      ^ 

It  is  much  to  be  feared  that  Canada  will  r,ot  aiT.rd  pro-i       ^  ,' 

Sh  a?e' t  ''"^^'"'^  ^°^  ''^'  niaintenance  of  even  the  Ll     i  ' 
vv  hich  are  to  remain  in  the  province  next  year  '       i  > 

L  pon  the  whole,  therefore,.  I  am    perfuaded,    that  the  ,h  ' 

imndof  General  Carleton   in  this  article  ^^dl  be  f!)  n 
put  as  low   as  can  be  made  conliikut  with  fiie  probaMc'exi 
gcncics  Gt  llie  Icrvice.  ^ 

Reso. 
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■Recvihsitionss. 
A  reinforcement  ot  4C00  rr.tn. 

Observx'^tions. 
In  a  letter  to  mc  fincc  I  received  General  Carleton's  luemo- 
nruluins,  he  exprcilcs  himiLlt"  thus  :   "  I  have  the  mo.-L  rca- 
!on  to  c:;pcatlie  reinforcements  which   I   have  requcfled  will 
bfcntmCjas   Lord  Cornwallis   and  his  regimement,  which 
were  to  havecompofed  a  part  of  this  army,    have  been  cm- 
ployed  otherwifc,  and  a  very  ftronp;  regim-nt  of  Germans  was 
exchanged  for  a  weak  battalion  of  Englilli.      The  idea  iipoa 
which  the  General  thought    this    rcinforccmcment   ncccUary 
has  been  explained  in  a  memorandum    1  had  the  honour  to 
prcfcnt  to  vour  Lurdihiu  foon  after  my  rc.'irn.      I  have  only 
toadd,  th.uti.v   eflitivc  ra.^.k 'and  file,   liy   the  lall:   returns, 
ainouutonly    to    10,174,   in  whi' h    number   is  cximpn/.cd   a 
good  deal  of  ufelefs  UufF,  viz.  men  recruited   in  G:rmaay  for 
the  Britifli  regiments  fent  over   laft   year,  not  one  tenia  ot 
wliom,  in  the  opinion  of  the  officers  of  thofc  regiments,    will 
be  lit  for  the  r:mks,  from  infirmities,  malignant  habits,  dejec- 
tion, or  prolligacy  of  difpofition  ;  many  of   the  Irifli   recruits 
and  drafts  are''"equally  bad.     In  the  German  regiments,  there 
are  alfo  many  unferviceable  men. 

The  Royal  Highland  Emigrants  have  among  them  confide- 
rable  numbers  of  recruits  from  the  rebel  priloners ;  and,  to 
judge  of  their  future  behaviour  by  that  of  lafl  fummcr,  great 
numl'crsof  them  may  l)c  expeaed  todefert. 

The  Royal  Reojment  of  New-York  are  not  yet  anyUimg 
like  ioidiers,  having  wanted  commiHioned  oflicers  and  lerjcants 
to  train  them. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  when  a  moderate  dedudlion  of 
fick  is  added  to  the  ufclels,  the  whole  of  the  Canada  army, 
as  it  now  ftands,  allowing  for  the  recruits  arrived  in  the  au- 
tumn, and  I  believe  not  all  comprized  in  the  return,  will  not 
exceed  8000  men,  of  fuch  troojis,  as  1  believe  your  Lordlliip 
would  Willi  to  liik  the  fate  of  an  oiFenfive  campaign  \mon,  or 
the  reputation  of  any  General  you  may  think  proper  to  re- 
commend to  his  Majelly. 

I  humbdy'  conceive  it  will  be  thought  expedient  to  leave  at 
leaft  3000  men  in  Canada  ;  General  Carleton  may  polhbly 
think  1000  more  necelfary. 

The  danger  of  any  attack  upon  Canada  in  force,  may  pro- 
bably appear  chimerical,  when  we  have  an  army  .advanced  be- 
yond the  Lakes,  and  I  readily  acquiefce  in  that  opinion  ;  al- 
though there  ar>-  fome  examples  that  iliow  the  enemy  capable 
Cc2     ^  and 
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and  inclined  to  x)\'t  f'-.ri.  '-^f  entcrpri/.c,  viz.  the  mnrch  of  Ar- 
nold  by  the  ChauditiT,  betore  he  knew  or  r..' caule  to  iufpa^ 
the  rapid  lucccis  of  Montgomery,  whc  :uid  ^ii'awn  the  force  of 
Canada  to  oppole  him,  rad  fiji.rcby  Qiiebec  was  left  cx- 
pofed, 

A  i'ecoi!''  ixamjne  u\.s  the  atUirk  upon  Trois  Rivieres  Ia(\ 
year;  an  oftcniive  operation  conceived  upon  a  retreat,  and 
attempted  by  beaten,  difconcerted,  fickly  men. 

A  third  example  is  the  project  well  known  to  have  been 
conceived  by  Mr.  Wafliington  for  penetrating  into  Bolloii 
with  a  corps  of  5COOmcn,  and  thereby  changing  groiiml  wltli 
General  Howe,  at  the  time  he  meant  to  attack  the  works  ac 
Dorchefler,  a  little  before  the  evacuation  of  liofton. 

But  not  to  lay  .any  ftrefs  upon  the  poflibility  of  future  rafli- 
nefS'in  like  projefts,  I  conceive  that  the  number  of  troops  I 
have  mentioned  will  be  found  neccllary,  iirfl,  to  guard  againll 
fmall  incurfions  tofecure  your  convoys  of  lujiply,  which  iinift 
all  pafs  firfl  up  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Sorrel,  and  afterwards  by 
that  river  and  Lake  Champlaln,  a  very  long  track  ;  adiy,  to 
keep  the  mutinous  part  of  the  country  in  due  lubjcflion  ;  aiul 
3dly,  to  enforce  the  duty  of  Corvees,  which  will  be  inifif- 
penfably  neceffary  for  the  fupply  of  tlie  army  even  among ilic 
well  alFeaed. 

I  conceive  the  difpofition  of  the  regular  troops  left  in  Ca- 
nada would  be,  a  garrifon  in  Q^iebcc  -  500 
I'ofls  upon  the  Chaudicie,  and  m  the   dliaflcfted    pa- 

rillies  of  Point-Levi  -  -  3CD 

Garrifon  at  Montreal,   and  polls   between  that   town 

and  Ofwegatchic  -  -  -  300 

At  Trois  Rivieres  -  -  -  100 

Chain  from  Sorreli  to  Chamblce  -  100 

St.  John's  -  -  -  200 

Ifle  aux  Noix  -  -  -  300 

La  Prairie  Vergere,  and  feme  other  towns    upon  the 

Ibuih  fltore  of  St.  Lawrence  oppofite    the   iilc    of 

Tviontrcal,   with    pofts    of    communication    to   St. 

John's  -  -  -  203 

For  elcorts  of  convoys  over  Lake  Champlain  4C0 

Allowance  for  ficknefs,  defertlon  and  other  cafunlties         600 


It  may  be  thought  that  Canadian  militia  might  fupply  pnit 
of  tl.efe  i-urpofes,  and  1  beg  leave  to  oblcrvej  it  is  fo  intends!, 

the 
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ihf  above  calculation  being  made  much  too  low  without  thcir 
jllift.incc,  it  will  be  necellary  to  have  chains  of  Canadian  mi- 
Ir.ia,  patrolcs  anrljiofls  in  the  woods  behind  the  regulars,  to 
iiiUTCcpt  the  communication  between  the  enemy  and  the  ill- 
ilTcilcd  in  Canada,  to  prevent  defertion  and  procure  intelli- 
rrncc,  and  for  many  other  ferviccs  that  will  be  ob\ious  for 
keeping  the  country  quiet. 

Thcfe  fervices  will  be  fupplied  by  the  feveral  parifhes,  as 
ibeir  fituationslie  rcfpefVlvely  to  the  obje£ls,  and  may  amount 
ia  the  whole  to  500  men.  Another  great  call  upon  the  Ca- 
nadia-.is  will  be  for  workmen  at  the  fortifications  of  Sorrel, 
St.  John's,  Chamblcc  and  lile  aux  Noix.  To  the  latter  place 
it  may  he  expedient  to  fend  the  difobedient  and  rcfraftorv  as 
jpuniftiinenij  '.t  being  a  place  from  which  they  cannot  dcfert. 
Tocompleat  tl,e  r.eced';M-y  works  in  the  courfc  of  next  fum- 
mer  will  probably  require  2000  men. 

A  ftill  greater  call  upon  tlie  Canadians  will  be  for  the 
tranfport  of  all  the  provifions,  artillery-flores  and  baot^age  of 
ihcarmy  from  ;he  rcpoiitories  to  tlie  water,  and  afterwards  at 
the  carrying  places.  Tiiis  fervice  may,  at  the  opening  of 
the  campaign,  require  2000  men,  befides  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  carts  andhorles,  and  will  happen  at  the  time  of  fowin'* 
of  the  corn. 

It  was  to  be  hoped,  that  1500  or  2000  men  armed  may  be 
attached  to  the  army  deftincd  to  follow  tl.c  enemy;  when 
thefc  numbers  arc  call  up,  Canada  will  be  found  to  contribute 
torhc  full  what  il'e  country  can  atTord,  I  will  venture  to  ali'crt 
much  more  than  1;  will  i.iford,  if  any  diminution  is  made  in 
the  number  of  regulars  propoii.d  to  be  left  among  them. 
Should  there  be  ground  to  fuppofe  that  France  is  takirg  an 
underhand  pan  in  America,  or  has  any  ''utuic  views  tow'ard'j 
the  recovery  of  Canada,  all  the'reafons  for  having  a  relpeda- 
ble  force  there  will  derive  double  weight;  for  fafe  as  thecoun-  . 
try  may  be  againft  a  lecond  reduftion  by  the  rebels,  it  is  ob- 
vious to  the  llighteft  obfervations,  that  many  parts  of  it  are 
liable  to  be  fcduced  by  the  French,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  there  are  emilTaries  ready  forfuch  an  employment. 
Requisitions. 

Twenty-four  gun-boats  to  be  conftrufled  in  England  ca- 
•pable  of  carrying  light  24  pounders,  heavy    12  pounders,  and 
8  inch  howitzers,  and  ihofe  pieces  alfoto  be  fcntfrom  England. 
Observations. 

The'  this  requifnion  is  not  comprized  in  the  memoranchims 
given  me  by  General  Carleton,  I  thought  it  proper  to  fuljoin 
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it  as  an  objccl  of  great  importance.  For  the  detail  and  utili- 
ty of  the  boats,  prO|)ofed  in  juftice  to  Major-Goner.!!  Phil- 
lips, I  refer  your  Lordfliip  tu  a  copy  of  that  yi'iv.lem.ui's  let- 
ter t.-.  Geii-ral  Carleton  u[v;:i  the  fubjcft  ;  and  1  b  g  le.we  la 
add,  'i..u  fl'Oald  it  be  found  iicceflary  :■,  drive  tliceneiin  from 
L  'ce  George,  where  it  i-j  prob.^ble,  if  not  obviou';,  tlicv' will 
ftrfngfhci"  th^nifeh'.  ,•;  during  tlie  v/intcr,  I'vc-fe  boats  w  miM 
bfc  of  the  uiiiMilt  confecjuence,  ;is  ihcy  won!  1  bear  ;h  trjiif-  'j 
ports  by  land  from  TiconJeroga  t'l  Lr.ke  Gc<;rge  infinitely 
bctfr  t!ian  thofe  built  of  green  Liii^bcr  woul.i  be,  from  th:  .  [ 
improvcnientb  ni;ide  ia  the  co  iii.u'li  in  of  niMch  greater  fer.  }  j 
vice  when  thero,  tl'.ana:iy  now  ..uii-,  an!  -.-/.luld  favi;  o;rtrn  f  ' 
time  in  the  campaign,  as  it  v/:ll  probaoly  he  nec<  iTary  oiiur-  >  j 
wife  to  wait  tlK  building  thciu  ut  Ticon Ji'TOga  or  Crcva  ?  : 
Point.  *    ' 

It  would  alfo  be  very  proper  t')  have  can  lake's  eo!i('rL'(^l:u 
hereof  ftafoned  timber,  of  wimh  CtI'M^  Liloirbcu;  li.i^  i 
drawing,  for  cc/iveying  boats,  as  v/cll  ■■[\o'^:-  built  in  Anierici 
as  thole  nov/  propofcd,  over  land 

1  beg  leave   to  clofe  thcfe   obfervations,   with    fubmitting       ';   i 
to  your  Lordiliip,  the  expediency  of  tranfporting  every  article 
dcllined  for  the  fervice  in  Canada  early  in  the  year  an.i  d'  01. cc 

Moft  of  the  foregcing articles,    if  not  all,  are  requifn- 1' r 
a  vi^'rous    oj;  ji'ng  of  the    campaign.     And  the    pri'v.f:.n 
which  is  to  proccet'.  to  L;'.ke  Onti.rio  for  the  whole  year's  lap-      l  ] 
ph',  ougb.t  10  le;ive  Alojitreal  early  in  the  fumincr.  |  i 

The  paffage  up  the   St.  Lawrence,   both   below  and  above       ?,  ! 
Qiicbcc,  is    preca;ious,  and  at  belf,    extremely  dil.itory  sftcr       '^  ' 
the  month  of  June,  wlien  the  v.efterly  winds  prevail,  and  in        ( 
the  autumn  no  dependancecan  be  had  of  a  pali'age  at  all. 

J.  JlURGOYNE. 


Memoranda  ofGcnerr.l  Careleton,  relative  to  the  r.ext  Cam^mgn^ 
to  Lnntenunt-Gcmral  Burgoync,  to  he  laid  before  Govern- 
nunt, 

A  relnforcemCTt  of  4000  troors,  exclufivc  of  complcatinj 
the  prefeiit  an;!)',  is  neceaffry  for  Canada. 

It  would  be  defiralle  to  encreafe  the  prefent  eftabliflinient 
of  Britiih  regiments  to  lOOper  company  as  part  of  the  defircj 
reinforcement. 

With  a  reinforcement  to  the  above  amount  ?im1  wel!  com- 
pofed,  a  large  corps  may  be  fpared  to  pafs  Lake  Ontario  and 
to  op'  rate  upon  the  MoJ;'awlc  river, 

1  Another 


i 
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Another  corps  might  poffibly  be  t;mployc(]  to  penetrntc  to 
Connccflicut  river. 

Six  months  provifions  for  at  leaft  2O,C00  men  at  full  rs- 
tioiis,  ought  to  be  font  out  early  in  the  fprin-.  The  iu;:Tibers 
of  mouths  to  feed,  iuclu'jing  fav-^jes,  C.;n:\dian3,  artificers, 
fcimen,  &c.  upon  the  lakes,  iiu.y  I---  rcc'^oned  a  full  third 
more  than  the  troops.  Cauda  '.il'  furniih  flour  fufficie-tly ; 
but  the  drain  oflive  cattle  has  b^tii  (o  great  thelail'  campaign, 
tnat  vfry  little  can  be  exnecl>'i'_ 

A  corpi  of  boatmen  is  abfiJutely  ncceflary  for  all  opera- 
lions  in  a  country  fo  much  interfci-d  witii  lakes  and  rivers  as 
that  wherein  the  Canadian  army  muft  act. 


0[>y  of  a  Letter  from  ALjor  G.nercil  Phillips  to  GcreralC.nlc- 
ton,  dated  St.  John's,  Nov.  9,    1776. 

[Received  from  Llfutenant-Gcneral  Burgoync.] 

S  T  R, 

The  late  expedition  upon  the  Lake  has  fully  made  to  np- 
ftar  the  -reat  utility  of  gun-boats  when  tl'ey  are  (crved  by 
the  royal  artillery.  '1  iiac  il  is  an  armament  peculiaiiy  a.'  mt- 
cJ  to  the  fcrvice  of  the  lakes  in  almoil  every  cafe  that  rai) 
hp.ppen,  and  poflefling  lingular  advantages  in  light  vmh 
and  calms,  by  covering  our  own  vell'els  or  attacking  i!',!.:'!-  of 
the  enemy,  of  which  ihe  iniLn-e  in  the  a>;lion  o^  the  i  I'.h 
of  October  (rrongly  evinces  the  iniih. 

It  appears  to  me  an  objeiSt  very  worthy  your  Eycell.-.f  y's 
conftderation  for  the  next  cair.paigi.  ;  and  I  t:.ke  the  baty 
of  fubmitting  to  you.  Sir,  waflhcr  :t  vvculd  not  '  pio  :r 
to  make  a  demand  from  Engl  i'  d  t<>r  a  cer.nn  nunu  .■■  of  tl.-  fe 
boats  calculated  to  mounr  gnif  uron,  u.  be  lent  liom  th.-nce 
framed  foastob;  put  to-eilKr  in  Cru'la. 

Their  being  fent  from  England  b'xomr  5  neceflary,  bccaufe 
they  can  be  conflrutlcd  there  v.'ith  fe^.lo:-' d  i.mber,  io  a^  to 
render  the  boats  platforms,  carriages  for  guns,  ^T  lie.  ("ufii- 
ciently  Urong  for  the  ferviccthey  ar-  intended. 

The  gun-boats  which  were  buiit  here  were  of  a  good  c^^n- 
ftrudtioii,  but  being  nev^' timb'-r  out  \i-n\i\  tlie  vvr:"<is,  \- ■  re 
not  buoyanc  on  ihe  water,  ennfequeiuly  not  fo  ufetul  a'--  ■  !d 
be  wiflicd,  nor  Urong  en.  ugh  to  refdl  ihe  force  .^r  neavy 
guns  and  howitzers.  The  building  a  number  of  boats  of 
this  fort  here,  would  alfo  in.erfere  with  and  retard  the  rent- 
ting  a.^iu  fitting  out  the  armament  as  it  now  Hands   for      e 
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erifuing  campaig:n.  I  thorefore  reprjt,  t);at  I  think  '^'m\.  J 
boats  Ilioutd  be  conftru£tt'd  in  Lnt^iaad  ;  ..ml  I  am  ;iolil!n.-l/  ; 
of  opinion,  chat  a  certain  number  inould  be  ()rdtn.-J  ior  ihu  i 
fervice.  ....  .'  .  ' 

The  boats  upon  thi.';  priniipic,  which  came  from  EnjL.nJ  l 
this  year,  rnuft  have  been  coilbrudted  by  uf.lrtnt  pcrl'.nis  |  | 
they  were  aimoftall  different  one  from  the  other  ;  feme  were  j 
indeed  very  good,  others  bnt  ii.uiiTere.'t,  and  two  fo  veijr  | 
bad  that  they  could  not,  with  the  utmolt  endeavour,  be  p'li  j 
together  here,  i 

From  the  experience  vk  have  had  of  thefe  boats,  and  from  | 
the  report  of  the  officers  of  artillery  and  the  f^cntlemen  of  ths  | 
navy,  they  are  not  fo  perfecSi  at  any  rate  as  they  migh'  a:iJ  ■ 
ought  to  be.  _  I 

1  have  therefore  direfted  a  drawing  of  .1  gun-boat  upon  , 
larger  dimenfions,  having  increafed  the  length  five  feet,  and  '. 
{o  on  according  to  that  proportion.  , 

Thefe  boats^fo  conftru£te«],    are  calculated  to  carry  heavy      { 
twelve  pounders,  light  twenty-four  pounders,  eight  inch  ho-      J 
■witzers  in  tjie  how,  upon  Hiding  carriages,  on  moveable  pl.ii-      ■' 
forms  fuch  as  have  been  made  here  this  year,  and   ufeJ  with 
much  fuccefs  ;  there  may  be  alfo  mounted  upon  the  ftern  of 
thefe  boats  two  light  three  or  fix  pounders  to  fecure  a  defcn- 
five  nre  againft  an  attack  during  the  time  the  gun  in  front  it 
in  aflion  againftanenemy.  ^  ...''' 

The  convcniency  and  feciirity  of  carrying  ammunition  ii 
particularly  attended  to.  The  boats  fent  from  England  this 
year  were  remarkable  infufficient  in  this  particular.  'j 

I  beg  further  to  fu^geft,  that  it  be  recommended,  that  if  ■ 
the  navy  conftrudl  thefe  boats,  it  may  be  done  at  one  aock-  * 
yard,  or  if  by  contrafl:,  by  one  perfon  ;  as  by  tb.is  means  the 
timber  will  be  all  conformable  to  the  plan,'  and  there  will  be  I 
no  difficulty  in  putting  the  boats  together  when  they  arrive  in  | 
Canada.,  ,  1 

I  fubmit  to  your  Excellency's  confuleration,  whether  there  i 
fiiould  not  be  boats  demanded  as  follows  :  -  '     ' 

For' twelve  pounders  heavy  brafs  4 

For  twenty-four  pounders  light  ditto       8 
For  twelve  pounders  medium  ditto  8 

For  eight  inch  howitzers  -  4 

24 
I  am  not  certain  whether  there  are  not  twenty-tour  poun- 
ders caft  upon  a  medium  conllrudion  weighing  about  thirty- 

lix 
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f.x  cwt.     Should  it  be  fo,  I  would  offer  to  your  Excellency, 

ro  have   four  fuch  guns    ia   place  of  the  four  heavy  twelve 

pounders. 

The  gun-carriages,  platforms,  iron-works,  and  every  other 
particular  ncceffary  to  mount  thefe  guns  upon  thefe  boats  to 
fcc  fent  from  England. 

It  will  be  neccflary  alfo,  that  fome  of  the  artillery  before- 
mentioned,  he  fent  with  the  boats  arid  the  ammunition  requi- 
red for  the  whole.      I  inclofe  a  return  \ipon  that  fubjedl. 

Captain  Blomficld  of  the  royal  artiilcy,  who  has  aiSled 
during  the  caiTipaign  as  my  Major  of  brigade,  is  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  intentions  relative  to  thcfc  boats,  the  ar- 
tlilfry  for  them  and  their  compleat  equipment. 

As  that  ofHccr  is  <;oing  to  England,  1  will  requeft  of  you. 
Sir,  fhould  your  Excellency  approve  of  what  I  have  wrote 
on  this  fubjeil,  to  recommend,  that  Captain  Bloipficld  may 
have  the  care  of  feeing  and  attending  upon  the  conftrudtioii 
of  thefe  boats  and  their  equipment  in  England. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  with  the 
greateft  refpeft,  your  Excellency's  moft 
obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

His  Excellency  General  W.  I^hiliips, 

Carleton,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Difpofition  ofTFinter  ^larters  in  Canada. 

[Received  the  ijl  qf  Jan.  1777,  from  Lieutenant-General 

Burgoyne.J 
Winter  quarters  for  the  Britifti  troops,  as  ordered   by  his 
Excellency  the  commander  in  chief,  Nov.  i,  1776. 
Head  quarters  of  the  army. 
Montreal. 
Royal  artillery. 
Twenty-ninth  regiment. 
General  hofpital. 
King's  R.  regiment  Nevv-Yock,"]    rThe  regiment  emigrants. 
I>a  China.  '      " 

La  pointe  Claire. 
St.  Anne. 

Brig;idier-General  Frafer's  corps  upon  the  fouth  of  the  ri- 
der St.  Lawrence, 

La  Praire.  _     ; 

Longueiiil.  ,  . 

Boutherville. 
Vol.  VIIL  D  d     ^  Varrcnes 


noipitai. 

)rThe  regiment  emij 
J  La  Chenaye. 
I  Terre  Bonne. 
L Riviere  du  Ch^ne. 
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Vnrrencset  Ifle  Thercfe. 
Verchenes  et  Ifle  Boucbarct. 
Coiitre  Co-'Lir. 
Grand  S:,  Duir. 
Firft  brigade  conirr.andc.I  '^y  Eii;T;i,;ici -General  Powell. 
Upon  th.c. liver  Sorel, 
Left  of  the  brigafic; 
Thirty-fiiil  antl  filry-third  rcgiir.cius. 
C^;■n-blv'. 
Btliociul. 
St.  C'harles. 
St.  Dcnys. 
St:.  Antoinc. 
St.  Ours. 
Sorel. 
"Upon  llic  river  St.  Lawrence  and  diilri£>  of  ?,inntrcal, 
Ri^ht  of  the  brigade; 
Forty-fevciuh  and  ninth  reoiments. 
Jflejcfus. 
Ri\  iero  des  Praircs. 
Saut  de  Recolet. 
St.  Genevieve, 
St.  Laurent,  I 

Second  brigade  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Hamilton, 
Left  of  the  brigade. 
'I'hirty-fourth  and  rixt3'-fecond  regiments. 
Quebec. 

Dirtria  of  Quebec. 
Right  of  the  brigade. 
Tvvcnty-flrll  and  twentieth  regiments. 
IfleauxNoix. 
St.  John. 


Thoughts  for  conducing  ihs  IVar  from  th:  Side  (j/Canad.v 
By  Lieutfiifint-GcHcrti!  !;ur-j;oyne. 

When  the  laft  fhips  came  from  Qu  'l.;e,  a  report  prevail-  ' 
cd  in  Canada,  faid  to  have  been  foujultd  upon  poiit!ve  c' 
dcnce,  that  the  rebels  hinl  laid  tiic  kc-U  of  feveral  larj;;t  Tcf.  ) 
A  Is  at  Sheenborough  and  Ticondcuja;  :  >'d  were  refolvcci  \i> 
exert  their  utmoll  powers,  to  conltiiid  a  new  and  formidable 
ficet  diinn^,  tlv   v/inter. 

]   will  not,  however,  give  credit  to  their  exertions-,  in   furS 

adeirree  as   to  imagine  the  King's    troops  will   be    prevcnitl, 

"        4  ^  p.nir.' 
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p'ding  Lake  Champlain  early  in  the  fummer,  but  will  lup- 
fofe  the  operatiotis  of^the  army  to  beoin  Iroin  Crown  Point. 
But  as  the  prefent  means  to  form  effedliial  plans,  is  to  \:\y 
down  every  poflible  difficulty.  1  will  fuppofc-  the  enemy  in 
griMt  force  at  Ticondcroga  ;  the  different  works  there  arc  ca- 
pable of  admitting  twelve  tlioufind  men. 
»  I  will  fuppofc  him  alfo  to  occupy  Lake  George  with  :i  con- 

9  fiJcrable  naval  flrcngth,  in  order  to  ffcure  his  retrenf,  and 
;  a'^terwards  to  retard  the  campaign  ;  and  it  is  natural  tu  ex- 
I  Kf},  that  he  will  take  meafures  to  block  up  the  roads  from 
,|  Ficonderoga  to  Albany  by  the  way  of  Sheenborough,  h\'  for- 
'I  rifying  the  flrong  ground  at  different  |ilaces,  and  t!,'Tcby 
:^  obliging  the  King's  army  to  carry  a  weight  of  artlllLry  .,  ith 
■f  it,  and  by  felling  trees,  breaking  bridges,  and  other  obtious 
impediments,  to  delay,  though  he  fhould  not  have  power  cr 
I       fpirit  finally  to  rcfift,  its  progrefs. 

I  The  enemy  thusdifpofcd  upon  the  fide  of  Canada,  it  is  to 

I  he  confidered  what  troops  will  be  neceflary,  and  what  difpc- 
fitinn  of  them  will  be  mofl:  proper  to  profecute  the  campaign 
with  vigour  and  effcft. 

I  humbly  conceive  the  operating  army  ( I  mean  exclunvely 
of  the  troops  left  for  the  fecurity  of  Canada)  ought  not  to 
confift  of  lefs  than  8000  regulars,  rank  and  file.  The  artil- 
lery required  in  the  memorandums  of  General  Caricton,  a 
corps  of  watermen,  2CO0  Canadians,  including  hatchet-mcu 
and  other  workmen,  and  loco  or  more  fivages. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  reinforcement  and  the  vicflualling 
fliips  may  all  be  ready  to  fail  from  the  channel  and  from 
Cork  on  thelaft  day  of  Alarch.  I  am  perfuaded  that  to  fail 
with  a  flt-et  of  tranfports  earlier,  is  to  fubjeft  government  to 
lofs  and  difappointment.  It  may  reafonably  be  expected  that 
they  will  reach  Quebec  before  the  20th  of  May,  a  period  in 
\         full  time  for  opening  the  campaign,     The  roads  and    the  ri- 

Ivcrs  and  lakes,  by  the  melting  and  running  off  of  the  fnows, 
are  in  common  years  impradlicable  fooner. 
But  as  the  weather  long  before  that  time  will  probably 
have  admitted  of  labour  in  the  docks,  I  will  take  for  granted, 
that  the  flett  of  lafl  year,  as  well  batteaux  as  armed  vcffels,  ■ 
will  be  fouiid  repaired,  augmented  and  fit  for  immediate  fer- 
vice.  The  magazines  that  remain  of  provifion,  I  believe 
them  not  to  be  abundant,  will  probably  be  formed  at  Mon- 
treal, Sorel  and  Chamblce. 

I  conceive   the  firfl  bufinefs  for   thofe  entrufted  with  the 

chief  powers,  fhould  be  to  fejcdf  and   poll  the  troops  deilined 

to  lemain  m  C.nada  ;   to  throw   up^  the  military  (lores  and 

D  d  ?.  ■      provifiun 
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provilloa  with  all  poffible  difpatch,  in  which  fervice  the  above- 
iTiL'iUioned  troops,  if  properly  polled,  will  greatly  afTift  ;  ai;J 
to  draw  the  army  dcftined  for  operation  to  cantonments, 
within  as  few  days  march  of  St.  John  as  conveniently  may 
be.  i  fhould  prefer  cantonments  at  that  feafon  of  the  year 
to  encampment,  as  the  ground  is  very  damp  and  confcqucnt- 
ly  very  pernicious  to  the  men,  and  more  efpecially  as  they 
will  have  been  for  many  months  before  ufed  to  lodgings, 
heated  with  ftoves,  or  between  decks  in  fhips  ;  all  thefe  ope- 
rations may  be  put  in  motion  together,  but  they  feverally  re- 
quire fome  obfervation. 

I  fliould  wifh  that  the  troops  left  in  Canada,  fuppofiiig  the 
number  mentioned  in  my  foimer  memorandum  to  be  approv- 
ed might  be  made  as  follows  :     ' 

RankScFilc. 
The  31(1  regiment,    Britifh,    exclufive  of  their 

li^ht  company  of  grenadiers  —  448 

Maclean's  corps  -  -  -  3C0 

The  29th  regiment  -  -  44!^ 

The  ten  additional  companies  from  Great  Bri- 
tain -  -  -  -  560 
Brunfwic  and  HelTe  Hanau  to  be  taken  by  de- 
tachments or  complete  corps,  as  Major-Ge- 
neral Reidcfel  fhall  recommend,  leaving  the 
grenadiers,  light  infantry  and  dragoons  com- 
pleat  -  -  -  -  650 
Detachments  from  the  other  Britirti  brigades, 
leaving  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  com- 
plete and  fquaring  the  battalions  equally                     6o» 

3006 

My  reafon  forfelefling  the  31(1  regiment  f(>r  this  duty  h, 
that  when  I  faw  it  laft  it  was  not  equally  in  order  with  the 
othi-r  regiments  for  fcrvices  of  aiElivity. 

1  propofe  the  29th  regiment  as  it  is  not  at  prefent  bri^a.li'J. 

I  propofe  iMaclcan's  corps,  becaufe  I  very  much  appiL-hiiul 
.defcrtion  from  fuch  parts  of  it  as  are  compofed  of  Amtric.iiis 
fhould  they  come  near  the  enemy. 

In  Canada,  whatfoever  may  be  their  difpofuion  it  is  not  I'o 
eafy  to  efteft  it. 

And  I   propofe  making  up   the  refidue  by  dinaclinKiit,  bo- 

caul'e  by  felcdting  the  men  leuft  cakulati  d  for   faii:;iM:  or  lcj(t 

acciiflonicd  to  it,    v\hich  may    be  cqu:iiJy    'TOC)'-!    (oMins   in 

more  confined  movements  and  better  provided  fuuiilons,   the 

■       ■-■•:;-      --    :  eficaive 
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cfcflive  ftrength  for  operation  is  much  greater  and  the  Jcfrn- 
Gveftrength  not  impaired, 

I  muft  beg  leave  to  ftate  the  expeditious  conveyance  of 
provifion  and  ftores  from  Quebec,  and  the  feveral  other  Jepo- 
fitnrics,  in  order  to  form  ample  magazines  at  Crovp.  Point, 
IS  one  of  the  moft  important  operations  of  the  camt.aign,  be- 
C3ufe  it  is  upon  that  which  moft  of  the  reft  will  depend.  If 
fiilino-  vefTels  up  the  St.  Lawrence  are  alone  to  be  employed, 
ihe  accident  of  contrary  winds  may  delay  them  two  months 
b-fore  they  pafs  the  Rapids  of  Richlieii  and  afterwards  St. 
Peter's  Lake;  dalays  to  that  extent  are  not  uncommon,  and 
they  arc  only  to  he  obviated  by  having  a  quantity  ot  fmall 
^  S,  craft  in  readinefs  to  work  with  oars.  From  the  mouth  of 
\$  the  Sorrell  to  Chamblce,  rowing  and  tacking  is  a  fure  con- 
veyance if  fufRcicnt  hands  are  found.  From  Chamblce  to 
St.  Therefe  (which  is  juft  above  the  Rapidsj  Jand-carriage 
muft  be  ufed,  and  great  authority  will  be  requifue  to  fupnly 
the  quantity  neceflary. 

A  bufmefs  thus  complicated  in  arrangement,  in  fome  parts 
iinufual  in  praflice,  and  in  others  perhaps  difiicult,  can  ujily 
be  carried  to  the  defired  eRlci  by  itie  peremptory  powers, 
warm  zeal  and  confonant  opinion  of  the  governor  ;  and  tho' 
the  former  are  not  to  be  doubted,  a  faihire  in  the  latter,  vin- 
dicated, or  feeming  to  be  vindicated,  by  the  plaufibleobftruc- 
;•  tions  that  will  not  fail  to  be  fuggefted  by  others,  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  crulh  fuch  exertions,  as  an  oflicer,  of  a  fanguine 
temper,  entrufted  with  the  future  conduit  of  the  campaign, 
and  whofe  perfonal  intcreft  and  fame,  therefore  confcquenti- 
ally  depend  upon  a  timely  out-fet,  would  be  led  to  make. 

The  aftembly  of  the   favages  and   the  Canadians   will  alfo 
entirely  depend  upon  the  governor. 

Under  thefe  confiderations,  it  is  prefumcd,  that  the  general 
fifficer  employed  to  proceed  with  the  army,  v/iU  be  held  to  be 
out  of  the  reach  of  any  poffihle  blame  till  he  is  clear  of  the 
province  of  Canada,  and  furniftied  with  the  propofeJ  fupplies. 
The  navigation  of  Lake  ChampLim,  fccnred  !.iy  the  fupc- 
riority  of  our  naval  force,  and  the  arrangements  for  forming 
proper  magazines  fo  cftabllflr.d  as  to  makL-  the  exccutum  cer- 
tain, I  would  not  lofe  a|  day  to  take  poilellion  of  Crown 
Point  with  Brieadier  Frafer's  corps,  a  large  body  of  favages, 
a  body  of  Canadians,  both  for  fcouts  and  works,  and  tlie  bcft 
of  our  engineers  and  artificers  well  fupplied  with  intrenching 

tools.  ■  .    .  ,       ,     . 

The  brigade  would  be  fufRcient   to   prevent    infult    during 
the  time  iieceffDry  for   collcainj    the  ftorei,    forming  maga- 
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zincs,  nnJ  fortifying  the  ports  ;  all  which  (hnuIJ  be  (.lone  in 
a  certain  degree,  previous  to  proceeding  in  force  toTicuiuK- 
roga  i  to  fuch  a  degree  I  mean,  as  maybe  fuppofcd  to  Ic 
efFefled  in  time  of  tranfporting  artillery,  preparing  fafciiic^, 
and  other  nccefl'aries  for  artillery  operations  ;  and  by  kee|iiii|; 
the  reft  of  the  army  back  during  that  period,  the  tr;;nl';.iriit  vi 
provifions  will  be  leflened,  and  the  foldiers  made  of  ufc  in  lor- 
warding  the  convoj's. 

But  though  there  would  be  only  one  brigade  at  Crown 
Point  at  that  time,  it  does  not  follow  tiiat  the  enemy  rtioiiKl 
remain  in  a  ftate  of  tranquility.  Corps  of  favages,  fuppoitL.! 
by  detachments  of  light  regulars,  fhould  be  continually  on 
foot  to  keep  them  in  alarm,  and  within  their  works  to  cova 
the  reconnoitering  of  general  officers  and  engineers,  and  lu 
obtain  the  bcft  intelligence  of  their  ftrength,  pofition,  niiJ 
tlefign. 

If  due  exertion  is  made  in  the  preparations  flated  above, 
it  may  be  hoped,  that  Ticonderoga  will  be  reduced  early  in 
the  fummer,  and  it  will  then  become  a  nioie  jiiuper  place  Kr 
arms  than  Crown  Point. 

--The  next  menfure  mud  depend  upon  ttiofe  taken  by  tl\c 
enemy,  and  upon  the  general  plan  of  the  campaign  as  con-, 
certed  at  home.  If  it  be  determined  thut  General  Howe's' 
whole  forces  fhould  acl  upon  Hudfon's  river  and  tothefoutli- 
ward  of  it,  and  that  the  only  objc6l  of  the  Canada  army 
be  to  cflciSt  a  jundbon  with  that  force,  the  immediate  jioPaf- 
fion  of  Lake  George  would  be  of  great  confeqiicnce,  as  the 
moft  expeditious  and  mod  commodious  rouic  to  Aiaany  ; 
and  fliould  the  enemy  be  in  force  upon  that  !;;ke,  whicli  is 
very  probable,  every  effort  (hould  be  tried  by  throwing  lava- 
ges and  light  troops  round  it,  tooblige  them  to  quit  :t  with, 
out  waiting  for  naval  preparations.  Should  tbolc  efforts  fill, 
the  route  by  South  Bay  and  Shccnborough  might  be  attempt- 
ed, but  confiderablc  difficuhies  may  bo  expected,  as  the  n.ir- 
,  row  parts  of  the  river  may  be  eafily  choakrd  up  and  renJeitil 
impir/able,  and  at  beft:  there  will  be  ncceflity  for  a  great  ih;il 
of  land  carriage  for  the  artillery,  provifion,  &c.  which  c;m 
only  be  fupplied  from  Canada.  In  cafe  of  fuectf-  alfo  Iv 
that  route,  and  the  enemy  not  removed  from  Lake  George,  i[ 
will  be  neccflary  to  leave  a  chain  of  ports,  as  the  armv  pro- 
ceeds for  the  fecuritics  of  your  communication,  whitr.  ni..v 
too  inuch  weaken  fo  fmall  an  army. 

I.ert  all  thefe  attempts  fnould  unavoidbly  fail,  and  it  be- 
come indifpcnfibly  ncccffary  to  attack  the  enemy  by  v.'atLr  \i!i- 
on  L  ikc  George,  the  vimyat  the  outf.-t  iliuu'ld  be  piovitli  I 

wr.ii 
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with    canlages,  impiements,  and    artlRcers,    for    conveying 

jrmed  vl-{1'c1s  from  'Ciconderoga  to  the  lake. 

Thefc  ideas  are  formed  upon  the  fuppofition,  that  it  be  the 
folepurpofcs  of  the  Canada  army  to  clRct  a  junction  with 
General  Howe,  or  after  co-operaiing  fo  far  as  to^get  poiTeffioa 
of  Albany  and  open  the  communication  to  New  York,  to 
remain  upon  the  Hudfon's  river, and  thereby  enable  that  gene- 
(i]  to  adt  with  his  whole  foree  to  the  fouthvvard. 

But  fliould  the  ftren-th  of  the  main  American  army  be 
fuch  as  to  admit  of  the  corps  of  troops  now  at  Rhode  Hland, 
rcmainmg  there  during  the  winter,  and  actins;  feparately  in 
the  fpring,  i:  may  be  highly  worthy  confederation,  whether 
the  moftlmport.'.t  puroofe  to  which  the  Canada  army  could 
),i  employed,  iiip^ufmg  it  in  pofleiTicn  of  Ticondcroga,  would 
not  be  CO  gam  the  Conneaicut  river. 

'  The  extent  of  country  from  Ticonderoga  to  the  inhabited 
country  upon  that  river,  oppofite  to  CharlesTown,  is  aboutfix- 
'ty  miles,  and  though  to  Cunvey  artillery  and  provjfion  fo  far  by 
land  would  be  attended  with  difficulties,  perhaps  more  thaa 
thufe  above  fuggeiled,  upon  a  progrefs  to  Sheenborough,  fhould 
'theobjea  appear  worthy,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  refources  might  be 
found  ;  in  that  cafe,  it  would  be  advkieable  to  fortify  with 
'one  or' two  flrong  redoubts  the  heights  oppofite  to  Charles 
"I  own,  and  eilabTifh  pofts  of  favage;,  upon  the  paffage  from 
Ticonderoga  to  rhofe  heights, to  preferve  the  communication, 
•and  at  the  t:!irie  time  prevent  any  attempt  from  the  <..:.un_try 
above  Charles  '  avn,  which  is  very  populous,  from  m.jlcfting 
•the  rear  or  inteirupting  the  convoys  of  fuppty,  while  the  ar- 

•  my 'proceeded  down  the  Conneflicnr.  Should  the  junction 
"between  the  Canada  and  Rhode  Ifland  armies  be  effected  up- 
'on  the  Connecticut,  it  is  not  too  finguine  an  expectation  that 

all  the  New  England  provinces  will  be  reduced  by  their  ope- 
rations. T         ■        J  •         U 

To  avoid  breaking  in  upon  other  matter,  I  omitted  in  the 
beginning  of  thefe  papers  to  ftate  the  idea  of  an  expedition  at 

'■  the  outfet  of  the  campaign  by  the  Lake  Ontario  and  Ofwe- 
goto  the  Mohawk  river,  which  as  a  diverfion  to  facilitate, 
every  propofcd  operation  would  be  highly  defirablc,  provided 

-  the  army  fliould  be  reiriforced  fufhciently  to  afford  it. 

•  It  may  i.i  firft  appear,  from  a  view  of  the  prefent  ffrcngth 
of  the  army,  that  it  may  bear  the  fort  of  detachment  propof- 
ed  by  myfelf  lafl  year  for  this  purpofe  ;  but  it  is  to  be  con- 
fidered,  that  at  that  time,  the  utmoft  objea  of  the  campaign, 
from  the  advanced  feafon  and  unavoidable  delay  of  prepara- 
tion for  the  lakes,  being  the  rediiaion  of  Crown  Point- and 

Ticonderoga, 
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Ticondcroga,  unlets  the  fucccls  of  my  expedition  had  opcncj  '< 

the  road  to  Albany,  no  greater  numbers  were  ncccfliiry  tinn      f     ! 
for  thofe  firft  operations.     The  cafe  in  the  prcfent  ycardif.      >;.     . 
fers  ;  bccaufc  the  fealbn  of  the  year  affording  a  prufpcQ  pf      '     | 
very  cxtenlive  operation,  and  confequently  the  eftablilltmcnt 
oF  manv  pofts,  patrclcs,    l^c.    will    become  ncccffary.     'I'h- 
army  ought  to  l)e  in  a  ftate  of  numbers  to  bear  thole  drain;, 
and  ftill  remain  fufficient  to  attack  any  thing  that  probably      [ 
can  be  oppofed  to  it.  \ 

Nor,  to  argue  from  probability,  is  fo  much  force  neccffhry      I 
for  this  diverfion  this  year,  as  was  reqviircd  for  the  laft  ;  he-      ■• 
caufc  we  then  knew  that  General  Schuyler,  with  a  thoulanJ      '. 
men,  was  fortilied   upon  the  Mohawk.     Wlien  the  different 
lituationsof  things  are  confidercd,  viz.  the  progrefs  of  Gencr;il 
Howe,  the   early   invafion  from  Canada,  the  threatening  of 
the  Connefticut   from   Rhode-Illand,   £2"^-.   it  is  not  to  be 
imagine, 1  that  any  detachment  of  fuch  force  as  that  of  Sclniy- 
Icr  cari  he  fupplied  by  the  enemy  for  the  Mohawk.     IwoulJ 
not  therefore  propofe  it  of  niore  (and  I  have  great  diffidence 
whether  fo  much  can  be  prudently  afforded)  than  Sir  John 
Johnfoa's  corps,  an  hundred  Britilti  from  the  lecond  brigade, 
and  an  hundred  more  from  the  8th  regiment,  with  four  pieces 
of  t]ie  lighteiT;  artillery,    and  a   body    of  favages  j  Sir  Jolii\ 
Johnfon  to  Lh;  with  adptachment  in  pcrlbn,  and  an  able  field 
plhccr  to  command  it.     I  (hould  willi  Lieutenant  ColonclSt.       t . 
Leger  for  that  employment.  > 

[  particularize  the  fecond  brigade,  becaufe  the  firfl  is  pro-        . 
pofed   to  be  diniLniflied  by  the  31ft  regiment  remaining  in       | 
Canada,  and  the  reff  of  tlie  regiment   drafted    for  the  expe- 
dition being  made  alio  part  of  the  Canada  force,   the  two       i     j 
brigades  will  be  exaftly  fquared.  |     {■ 

bhould  it  appear,  upon  examination  of  the  really  effeftive  i  ; 
pumbcrs  of  the  Canada  arrny,  that  the  force  is  not  fufficient  i  ( 
for  proceeding  ujjou  the  above  ideas  with  a  fair  profpeft  of  j  ' 
fucccfs,  the  alternative  remains  of  embarking  the  army  at  j  t 
Qiiel)cc,  in  order  to  effcft  a  junftion  with  General  Howe  by  |  ; 
fea,  or  to  be  employed  fcp.-^raiely  toco-operate  with  the  main  '  - 
dcfigns,   by  fuch  means  as  ihould  be  within   their  ftrcngih  ; 

upon  other  parts   of  the   cpi-jtinent.     And  though  the  army,  ■ 

,  .  \ipon  examination  of  the  numbers  frppi  thj  returns  here,  ami         '  •! 
.  the  reinforcements  defigned,    fliould   appear  adequate,  it  is       '     \ 
humbly  Kibniitted,  ;'.s  a  Iccurity  againft  tlic  pcffibility  of  iis        '■ 
remaining    inaftivc,   whether  it  might  not   lie   expedient  to        ;/    | 
cntruil  the  latitude  of  enibnrl;ing  the  army  by  f':'a  to  xhc  eoni- 
*-  mandcr 
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;      mander  in  chief,   provided  any  accidents  during  tl;e  winter, 

snd  unknown  here,  (liould  have  diminifhcd  tiie  numbers  con- 

fiJerably,  or  that  the  enemy,  from  any  winter  fuccefs  to  the 

fouthward,  fhould  have  betn  able  to  draw  fuch  forces  towards 

.i      the  frontiers   of  Canada,  and  take  up  their  ground 'with  fuch 

f      precaution  as  to  render  the- intended  mcafure  impraiTticable  or 

5       too  hazardous.      But  in  that  cafe  it  muf!:  be  confidered  that 

I      more  force  would  be  required  to  be  left  behind  for  the  fccurity 

I      of  Canada,  than  is  fuppofed  to  be  necellary  when  an  army  is 

I       beyond  the  lakes  ;  and  1  do  not  conceive  any  expedition  from 

f       the  fea  can  be  fo  formidable  to  the  enemy,  or  fo  cilciSlual  to 

i       clofe  the  war,  as  an  invafion  from  Canada  by  Ticonderoga. 

i      Thii  laft  mcafure  ought  not  to  be  thought  of,  but  upon  poii- 

*      tivc  conviflion  of  its  necelTity. 

I  Hertford-Jlrect,  -,    „ 

F^Am'im.  J.    BURGOYNE. 


ExtraH  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine  to  General 
Carleton,  (/rt/fi  Whitehall,  26//;  March,  1777. 

MY  letter  of  the  2?.d  of  Augufl:,  1776,  was  intruded  to 
the  care  of  Captain  Le  Maitre,  one  of  your  aid  dc  camps; 
after  having  been  three  times  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Laurence 
h:  had  the  mortification  to  find  it  impoffible  to  make  hij  paf- 
fjoe  to  Qiiehcc,  and  therefore  returned  to  England  v.'ith  my 
Jifpatch  ;  which,  though  it  was  prevented  by  that  accident 
from  reaching  your  hands  in  due  tim.e,  I  neverthelefs  think 
proper  to  tranfmit  to  you  by  this  earliefl:  opportunity. 

You  will  be  informed,  by  the  contents  tliercof,  that  as  foon 
as  you  fliould  have  driven  the  rebel  forc:s  from  the  frontiers 
of  Canada,  it  \/as  his  Majefty's  pleafure  that  you  fliould  re- 
turn to  Qiiebec,  and  take  with  you  fuch  part  of  your  army 
as  in  your  judgment  and  difcretion  appeared  fufficicnt  for  the 
defenceof  the  province  ;  that  you  fliould  detach  Lieutenant 
General  Burgovne,.or  fuch  other  officer  as  you  fiiould  think 
mod  proper,  with  the  remainder  of  the  troops,  and  direiSl  the 
f  fiicer  fo  detached  to  proceed  with  all  poffihle  expedition  to 
join  General  Howe,  and  to  put  himfeif  under  his  command. 

With  a  view  of  quelling  the  rebellion  as  foon  as  poffible,  it 
is  become  highly  necelLiry  that  the  moft  fpeedy  junction  of 
the  two  armies  fliould  be  effeiled  ;  and  therefore,  as  the  fecu- 
rity  and  good  government  of  Canada  abfolutely  require  your 
prefence  there,  it  is  the  King's  determination  to  leave  about 
3C00  men  under  vour  command,  for  the  defence  and  duties 
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of  that  province,  and  to  employ  the  rtmainJer  of  your  army 
upon  two  exp'-ditions,  the  une  unucr  the  command  of  Lieute- 
nant General  Hurgoyne,  who  is  t:)  force  his  way  to  Alb;my, 
and  the  other  under  tiie  comnund  of  Lieutenant  Cnlonel  S;. 
Leger,  who  is  to  make  a  dive-fion  on  the  Moliav/k  river. 

As  tins  plan  cannot  be  aJvantageouHy  executed  without 
the  afllftance  of  Canadians  i^nd  Indians,  his  Majerty  ftroii;;!/ 
recommends  it  to  y<iur  care,  to  furnifli  both  expeditions  with 
good  and  fuflicient  bodies  of  thofe  men  ;  and  1  am  h?.ppv  in 
knowing  th.\t  your  influence  among  ihem  is  fo  great,  thjt 
there  can  be  no  room  to  apprehend  you  wili  find  it  difEcult  b> 
fulfil  his  Mr.jeily'b  expeflations. 

In  order  tliat  no  time  may  be  loft  in  entering  upon  ihclc 
important  iindtrtakings.  General  Burgoyne  has  received  or- 
ders to  fail  forthwith  for  Quebec  ;  and  that  the  intended  ope- 
rations may  be  maturely  confidered,  and  af(erwardi  carried  mi 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  is  molt  likely  to  be  followed  by  fuccefs, 
he  is  dircdled  to  confult  with  you  upon  the  fubjccl,  and  to 
form  and  adjufl:  t'^.e  plan  as  you  both  ftiall  think  mofl  condu- 
cive to  his  Mjjefty's  fcrvicc. 

I  am  alfo  to  acquaint  ','ou,  that  as  foon  as  you  fliall  have 
fully  regulated  every  thing  relative  to  thcfe  expeditions,  (and 
the  King  relies  upon  your  zeal,  that  you  will  be  as  cxjiedi- 
tious  as  the  nature  of  thebufinefs  will  admit)  it  is  his  Maje- 
fty's  pkafure  that  you  detain  for  the  Canada  fervice 
T  he  8rh  rei-'inunt,  deducling  ico  for  the  expedition  to 

the  Mohawk,  -  -  -  460 

Battalion  companies  of  the  29th  and  31ft  regiments,  iJ'j'')* 

Battalion  companies  of  the  34th,  deducting  ico  for  the 

txpedition  to  the  Mohaw!:,  -  -  34S 

Eleven  additional  companies  from  Great  Britain,  bib 

])efichmcnts  from  the  two  brigades,  -  -         3CO 

J^et.ichmcnts  from  the  Cjcrman  troops,  -  C^d 

Koyal  Highland  emigrants,  -  -  -        ceo 

;(/;o 
You  will  nattirally  conclude  that  this  allotment  for  Cana- 
da has  not  been  made  without  properly  weighing  the  fevcr.d 
duties  which  arc  likely  to  be  required.  His  Majtfty  has  not 
only  confideicd  the  feveral  garrifons  and  polls  which  proh;:bly 
it  may  b.'  neceilary  for  you  to  take,  viz.  (.^I'^bec,  ChauJicr:-, 
the  difaflecled  panflies  of  Point  Levi,  Montreal,  and  pofh  1 1;- 
twecn  that  town  and  Ofwegatchie,  Trois  Reviercs,  St.  John's, 
Sele  aiix  Noix,  La  Prairie,  V'ergere,  and  fume  ether  to\\i,> 
upouth:;  fouth  flioreof  St.  Laurence,  oppofite  the  illcof  M.-:;- 
■z  tr.jl, 
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ffhl,  with  pofts  of  communication  to  St.  John's,  but  hcliath 
alfo  rcfli'ifled  that  the  fcveral  operations  which  will  be  cnrry- 
ing  on  in  difRrcnt  parts  of  America  muft  neccfTarily  confine 
the  atrcntiori  of  the  rebels  to  the  lefpeilive  fcenes  of  aiflion, 
and  fccurc  C:inada  from  external  attacks,  and  that  the  iiUcr- 
nal  quiet  which  at  prefent  prevails  is  not  likely  to  be  inter- 
rupted, or  if  interrupted,  will  foon  be  reftored  by  yonr  in- 
duce over  the  inhabitants  ;  he  therefore  trufts  that  cooo 
nv.ii  will  be  quite  fuffxicnt  to  anfvvcr  every  pofiible  demam]. 

It  is  likcwife  his  Alajefiy's  pleafiire  that  you  put  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  General  Rurgoyne 
'llie  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  cf  the  army,  (except 
of  the   8th   regiment  and  the  24th  regiment)  as  the 
advanced  corps  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Ge- 
neral Frafer,  _  _  .  T568 
Firft  brig;ide,  battalion  companies  of  the  9th,  2ifl-,  and 
47th  regiments,  dedii(fling  a  detachment  of  ^o  from 
each  corps,  to  remain  in  Canada,                   -  '191 
Second  brigade,  battalion  companies  of  the  :oth,   53d, 
and  62d  regiments,  deduiSling  50  from  each  corps  to 
remain  as  above,                   -                  -              - 
All  the  German   troops,   except  the  Hnnau  cliafTeurs, 

and  a  detachment  of  650, 
The  artillery,   except  fuch   parts  as  fliall  be  ncccfTary 
for  the  defence  of  Canada. 


Together  with  ns  many  Canadians  and  Indians  ns  may  be 
thought  neceflary  for  this  fervice  ;  and  after  having  fur;iiflied 
him  in  the  fulled:  and  comj^leateft  manner  with  nit'.ilery, 
/{ores,  provifions,  and  every  other  article  lucefla.y  (or  his  ex- 
pedition, and  feciired  to  him  every  afliftance  which  it  is  ia 
your  power  to  afibrd  and  procure,  you  are  to  give  him  orders 
to  pafs  Lake  Champlain,  and  from  thence,  by  the  moil  vigo- 
rous exertion  of  the  force  under  his  command,  to  proceed 
with  all  expedition  to  Albany,  and  put  himfclf  under  the 
command  of  Sir  William  Howe. 

From  the  King's  knowledge  of  the  great  preparations  made 
by  you  laft  year  to  fccure  the  command  of  the  lakes,  and 
your  attention  to  this  part  of  the  fervice  during  the  winter, 
his  Majefly  is  led  to  expeft  that  every  thing  will  be  ready  for 
General  Burgoyne's  paffing  the  lakes  by  the  time  you  and  he 
fhnll  have  adjulted  the  plan  of  the  expedition. 

It  is  the  King's  further  pleafure  that  you  put  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lituten.  at  Colonel  St.  Legcr 

E  e  2  Detach- 
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Detachment  from  the  8th  regiment,  -  ■  icj 

Detachment  from  the  34th  regiment,             .             -       i&o  < 
Sir  John  Johnfon's  regiment  of  New-York,             -         i^j 

Hamm  chafieurs,                 -                 _                -              242  J    ■ 

('IS  '     ' 

Together  with  a  fufficicnt  number  of  Canadians  and  Indians  |  |    'j 

and   after  having  furniflied  him  with  proper  artillery,  florc;,  f    •' 

provifions,  and  every  other  necefiary  article  for  his  expedition,  j 
and  fecured  to  him  every  afiiftsnce  in   your  power  to  affori 
and  procure,  you  arc  to  give  him  orders  to  proceed  fdrthwiili 
to  and  down  the  Mohawk  river  to  Albany,   and  put  himfclf 

under  the  command  of  Sir  William  Howe.  ^    ' 

I  fliall  wiite  to  Sir  William  Howe  from  hence  by  the  fiilt  a    ] 

packet  ;  but  you  will  neverthelefs  endeavour  to  fji\'e  liim  the  I    ! 

earlicft  intelligence  of  this  meafure,  and  alfo  direct  LicLitenant  f    \ 

General  Burgoyne,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  St.  Leger  to  ne-  ■;    s 

gleft  no  opportunity  of  doing  the   fame,   that  they  may  rt-  J    •' 
ceive  inftrudrons  fiom  Sir  William  Howe.      You  will  at  the 

fame  time  inform  them,   that,  until  they  fliall  have  received  j 

orders  from  Sir  William  Howe,   it  is  his  Majefty's  plcafurc  ;    j 

that  they  aft  as  exigencies  may  require,  and  in  fuch  manner  '    | 

as  they   fliall  judge  mofl:  proper  for  making  an  impreflion  on  '•    i 

the  rebels,   and  bringing  them  to  obedience  ;   but  that  in  fo  1 

doing,  they  muft  never  lofe  view  of  their  intended  juniSions  |  1 

with  Sir  "tVilliam  Howe  as  their  principal  objcfts.  i  | 

In  cafe  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  or  Lieutenant  Colo-  '  1 

rcl   St.   Leger  fliould  happen  to  die,  or  be  rendered,  through  \    '■ 

illnefs,  incapable  of  executing  thofe  great  trulls,  you  arc  to  <    ' 

nominate  to  their  refpeftive  commands^  fuch  officer  or  officer?  ' 
as  you  fliall  think  heft  qualified  to  fupply  the  plate  of  thcfe 
whom  his  Majeftv  has  in  his  wifdom  at  preftnt  appointed  10 
fonduft  thpfe  expeditions. 


^xirai"?  of  a  LeUer  from  the  Honourjhle  Sir  "William  Howe  t) 
'  /oriGeorgeGermainc,  iar^/ New- York,  2d  Apn],  1777, 

[Received  Sth  May.] 

YOUR  Lordfhip  will  receive  inclofed  a  copy  of  my  letter 

to  Sir  Guy  Carlcton,  which  goes  in  a  few   days   by  a  frigate 

convoying  Sir  John  Johnfon,  Lieutenant  Cofonel  Maclcanc, 

pnd  Icveral  officers,  {joth   Britifh   and   Canadians,  lately  rc- 

t  turiiLil 
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iuriicd  from  their  captivity,  together  with  a  few  recruits  for 
tlie  fcvcral  corps  in  Canada. 


djy  of  a   Letter  from  General  Sir  William  Howe /o  G.neral 
Sir  Guy  Carleton,  dated  Nc-w-York,  ^ili  April,  1777. 

[In  Sir  William  Howe'i  of  2d  April,  1777.] 

Sir, 

HAVING  but  little  expca:uion  that  I  AkiII  bv  :'V.c,  from 
the  want  of  fufiicient  fircngih  in  this  r.r'iiv.  to  •],■•, ^  -'i  ■.  co-ps 
inilie  beginning  of  the  campaign  Co  adf  ii:j  r:.  '  ■-.,  .  n.cr, 
confident  with  the  Oj  crations  already  de'crr/iine-,  >i  1  ■  •.  'i"he 
force  your  Kxrcllcncy  ir.ay  d.:cm  expedient  to  ad\':iiici'  ".^yonJ 
your  frontiers,  afitr  tailing  Ticoiidcroga,  wiil,  1  (ear,  ha\'3 
little afliftancv:  rrcm  hewr^  to  f,icilitate  their  approach  ;  and  as 
Iffiall  pvobablv  be  in  Pcnfyivania  when  tiKit  corps  is  ready  to 
advance  into  this  province,  ic  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  com- 
municate with  the  (>ffit.er  conmianding  it  fo  foon  as  I  could 
wifli  ;  he  mufi:  therefore  pu:  fue  fuch  meafures  as  may  from 
circumftances  be  judged  molt  conducive  to  the  Jdva^.C'^^le;lt: 
of  his  M.'.iefty's  fcrvice,  cuiililtcntly  with  your  Ex..''- r.cy's 
orden  fur  his  conduft. 

The  pofilllion  of  Ticonderoga  will  natm-iily  ''C  the  fiift 
otjett  ;  a.nd  v/ithout  prefumui;  to  point  ouz  :•  ■■::  F.xcel- 
lency  the  ad\an.age',  that  mull  arifc  by  fecurng  ■  '.hi'.y  and 
the  adjacent  country,  I  conclude  they  will  cojy.gi..  rhe  next 
attention  ;  but,  omifing  others,  give  me  leave  to  ;':2gcH-, 
that  this  fituation  will  open  a  free  intercourfe  with  t..t  In- 
dians, without  which  we  arc  to  expect  little  afTiftan.  c  from 
•  them  on  this  fide. 

«  The  further  progrefs  of  this  corps  depending  fo  much  upon 
the  enemy's  movements,  cannot  be  forciern  at  this  diilance 
of  time;  ftill  1  flatter  myfelf,  and  have  realoa  to  expeft,  the 
friends  ot  government  in  that  part  of  the  country  v/ill  be 
found  fo  numerous,  and  fo  ready  to  give  every  aid  a^l  aiTi- 
{lance  in  their  power,  that  it  will  prove  no  difficult  tall;  to  re- 
duce the  more  rebellious  parts  of  the  province.  In  themcaa 
'while  I  fliall  endeavour  to  have  a  corps  upon  the  lower  part 
of  Hudfon's  river,  fufiicient  to  open  the  communi:,.;  i.n  for 
{hipping  through  the  Highlands,  at  prefent  obftruLl':.!  by  fc- 
vera!  forts  ereckd  by  the  re'ocls  for  that  purpofe  ;  wl'ich  corps 
pay  afterwards  ait  in  favour  of  ihe  northern  army. 


Major 


PARLIAMENTARY  A.  i;;?. 

Maior  Edmcflone  of  the  .'*'th  regiment  liavinj  been  Ion.- 
detained  a  prifoncr  at  Alliany,  and  having  procured  leave  to 
conic  here  to  negotiate  his  exchange,  I  have  fcnt  him  biilc 
with  directions  to  inform  Mr.  Schuyler,  that  if  he  permits  him 
to  go  to  Canada,  1  (hall  releafc  a  .Major  in  exchange.  Ht 
Iia;  information  of  too  deiic.ue   a   nirute  to  Cv^riir.:::  ;o  p:?:-, 

advancing  to  .Albaiiy,  vvlvich  1  :ruil:  he  ■.'-■'.II  liiid  Ibme  ir.ej.-n  it 
communicating,  even  though  he  fliould  not  obtain  leave  to  v<j 
to  Canada  in  perfon. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  may  be  plcafed  to  favour  me  v/ifh 
the  earlieft  intelligence  of  yoiir  movement";,  and  Hatter  inv- 
fc'If  fome  meihod  will  be  found  of  conveying  it  immediately 
to   New-York. 

With  my  nioft  carneft  wiflics  for  your  health  and  facccf;, 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  5;c. 

W.  Ho\vE. 


ExtraSl  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton   !o  Lord  Gcorj^c 
Germaijie,  r/(;/i-;/Q^iebec,  tl.'f  y//j  May,  1777. 

[Received  2d  July.] 

T  RECEIVED  by  Captain  Le  Maitrc,  who  arrived  here 
with  General  Burgoync  in  the  Apollo,  the  6th  inflant,  your 
Lordfliip"s  feveral  difpatches  from.  No.  3  to  7,  incluHve,  your 
feparatc  letter  of  26th  March  Lift,  and  the  others  from  No.  g 
to  i6j  inclufive,  with  the  annexed  papers. 

ti 

Extras  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  Lord  George       Ij 
Germaiiie,  dated  Q^icbcc,  ibtb  June,  1777.  1| 

[Received  yl  A.^.^:\  '  '       I 

1  ACQUAINTED  your  Lordfliip,  in  my  letter.  No.  ig,  \\ 

that    the  troops  ordeud  tu  be  deraclud  from  the  army  in  Ca-  | 

rada,    to   Cerve   upon  expeditions   under  Lieutenant  General  \ 

Uurgoyne,  and  T^ieutenant  Colonel    St.   Leger,   had  been  im-  J 

iiudi:iii.]y  put  under  tlitir  refpec\ive  con.mands.      Lieutenant  j 

General    Hurgnyn.e   proceeded    on  the  fervice  allotted  to  him  | 

by  y<;ijr  Lord.'hip  about  the  i  7th  inllant,  having  fent  on  part  | 

of  hi;  army  fome  time  before,  and  the  lafl  of  it  left  St.  John's  P 

about  the  2Cth.     Majc"  General  Phillips   ferves   upon  this  \ 

expeditio.T  •  i 
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apedition  ;  and  I  have  the  fatlsfjcllon  of  being  able  to  allure 
\ou,  that  all  the  troops,  as- well  foreign  as  national,  aie  in  hi^h 
balth  and  good  difcipline. 

This  army  has  been  joined  by  the  Indians  of  St.  Regis, 
Siult  St.  Louis,  Lake  ol  the  two  Mountains,  and  St.  I'ran- 
cis,  and  the  Hurons  are  immediately  to  follow  ;  the  whole  of 
which  Indians  amount  to  about  5CO  wariior?.  But  it  is  ne- 
{fllary  to  obferve,  that  th.ere  is  always  an  uncertainty  as  to 
the  force  of  the  Indians,  parties  being  continually  leaving 
ihcm,  and  returning,  as  tlieir  humour  leads  them. 

ISy  accounts  from  Michiliiniakinac  1  le.irii,  that  all  the 
wcllern  nations  are  dcfuous  of  coming^  down,  and  that  ihe 
cjTiculty  is  to  prevent  the  number  of  them  from  being  fo 
I'.'L-at  as'tp  caufe  diflrefs  to  his  Majefty's  fervice.  One  body, 
coiifilHng  of  120,  are  jufl  arrived;  (part  of  thofe  J  ordered 
Lft  year)  they  u'ill  follow  General  Eurgoyne  as  fall  as  poflible. 

Having  learnt,  by  intelligence  from  the  frontiers  of  this 
province,  that  confiderable  numbers  of  loyal  inhabitants  were 
waiting  for  the  approach  of  the  army,  to  furnifh  them  with 
opportunities  of  cfcaping  from  among  their  rebellious  neigh- 
bours, and  that  they  will  take  arms,  I  have  made  out  blanlc 
comtniffions,  and  delivered  them  to  General  Burgoyne,  to 
form  tv/o  corps,  as  he  lliall  find  occafiori  ;  vvifhing  to  make 
up  as  far  as  I  am  able  for  his  want  of  p(.iwcrs,  and  that  in  fome 
degree  he  m.'.y  avail  himfclf  of  a  favourable  difpofuiun  in  thofe 
people,  and  turn  it  to  public  utility  immediately,  leil  the  fa- 
vourable moment  fliould  be  loft  in  delay. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  St.  Leger  has  lik'evvife  begun  his  mnvc- 
mcnts,  taking  with  him  the  tietachmcnt  of  the  34, h  and  the 
royal  regiment  of  New- York,  which  is  increafed  toabo.U  joo 
men,  and  a  company  of  Canadians.  He  will  be  joined  by 
the  detachment  of  the  Sth,  and  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, with  the  Mifefages,  as  he  proceeds;  about  1,00  of  the 
Hanau  chafleurs  have  lince  arrived,  and  they  are  on  their  way 
to  join  him. 

That  your  Lordfhip  may  be  more  particularlv  informed  of 
all  thefe  matters,  1  tranfmit  the  orders  which  I  have  iilucd  011 
this  occafion,  together  with  copies  of  all  letters  vvor;h  '.our 
notice,  which  have  paffed  betv/een  Lieutenant  (jcnerai  liur- 
goyne.  Major  General  Phillips,  and  me,  on  the  fubjcct  of 
the  arrangement  they  have  thought  proper  to  piopofe,  a  lift  of 
which  papers  is  herewith  inclofed. 


C^py 
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Cnpy  nf  a  Letter  from  Sir  Guy  Carlcton  io  Lk'.'.tenant-CiH:-..', 
r»urgoyne,  a'lj/f^  Montreal,  June  lO,    ij"]"]. 

[/«  5/r  Guy  Carlcton'Sj  June  26,  1777.] 

Sir, 

ALTHOUGH  I  liave  communicated  to  you  every  t!iinf]; 
I  \v;is  made  acquainted  with  relative  to  your  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  St.  Lcger's  expeditions,  I  cannot  let  you  dtpait 
without  giving  you  all  the  orders  concerning  thtm,  in  tic- 
manner  they  are  contained  in  Lord  George  Gcnnaine's  let- 
ter of  the  26tli  of  iVTarch,  1777,  for  your  further  guidance 
and  inllruftlon,  an  cxtraft  from  which  letter  is  herewith  in- 
clofed.,  7\nd  I  inclofe  you  extrafts  of  two  letters  from  Loi\i 
Earrington,  the  one  relpcfling  the  brigadiers,  the  other  tlic 
recruits  of  the  33d  regiment  going  under  your  command. 

1    alfo  inclofe  for  your  private  information,  a  copy  of  a 
kV\r  which  1  have  received  froiri  General  Sir  William  Hov/c, 
wilhlngyou  a  happy  and  fuccefsful  campaign. 
I  am,  &ic, 

G.  C. 
Lieutenants  General  Burgoync. 

Exlracl  cf  a  Letter  from  LifnteK.vn-Gcncral  V,xc^^crjn(t  to  L:r,i 
George  Ciermainc,  dulcd  Camp,  on  the  River  Bouquet, 
WOTr  Lake  Chairiplain,  June  22,    1777. 

OPERATIONS  of  condqucncc  being  fo  near,  I  HioiiIJ 
haVc  poftponcd  this  dilparch,  but  that  I  was  unwilling  to 
omit  the  immediate  opportunity  that  oiTers  of  convevin'r 
to  your  Lordlliip  intelligence  fo  fatisfaftory,  as  1  ima'nin^ 
will  be  that  of  the  general  cordiality  of  the  Indians.  Five 
hundred  of  thole  of  the  nearefl  nations  arrived  punclually  .it 
the  rendezvous  I  had  fixed  for  them,  &c.  larger  numbers  arc 
daily  cxpefted.  1  met  them  yefterday  in  congrcfs,  and  I 
inclofe  to  your  Lordfliip  the  fubllance  of  what  pnffed.  I 
gave  them  the  war-feaft  according  to  their  cuOom  in  tlie 
evening,  and  this  morning  a  confiderable  detachment  are 
'gone  forth,  fupported  by  regular  light  infantry,  to  break  in 
upon  the  enemy's  convoys  and  comiriiinications  from  the  fide 
of  Connefticut,  and  to  cover  the  reconnoitering  of  the 
counti  y  on  the  other  fide  Ticonderoga,  towards  South  Bay, 
which  IS  the  route  I  Imagine  they  mean  to  retreat  by,  when 

Ticon- 
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Ticondcroga  fliallbe  forced.  Apian  that  I  f!i:ill  endeavour 
todifconccrt,  as  well  as  that  of  retreatinj:;  by  Lake  Gi-oi-ge  ; 
niiHild  they  try  to  pais  crol's  the  Grcfii  Nlouniains  to  Con- 
ncfticut  River,  I  lliould  hope  they  would  j-ie  much  cxpofcd 
t  t»  riy  purfuif.  I  have  taken  the  occafion  of  tlie  above  de- 
T  l.ichment  to  difperfe  a  manifeflo,  a  copy  of  which  I  hcre- 
\       wuhinclofo. 

I       SiihJJatice  of  the  Spach  of  Lieutciwnt-Cciural  r.uvnoync    /)  the 
i  Indians  in   Congrefi,   at   the  C imp  upon   the  Rii'.r  J]ou(]iiet, 

,  June  21,    1777,   and  their  /InfMcr. 


■  ^Tn  Lieutenant-Gcneral  Burgoync^s,  June  22,    1777.] 


\  Chiefs  and.WARRiORs, 

^  THE  great  King,  our  common  father,   and  the  patron  of 

I  all  who  leek  and  defcrve  his  pioteftion,  has  confidcied  with 
<  fatisfaftion  the  general  conduft  of  the  Indian  tribes  from  the 
I  beginning  of  the  troubles  in  America,  loo  lligacious  and 
'  too  faithful  to  be  deluded  or  corrupted,  ihey  have  obfcrved 
I  the  violated  rights  of  the  parental  power  tlicy  love,  and 
'  burned   to   vindicate   them.     A  few    indivichials  -done,   the 

I  refufe  of  a  fmall  tribe,  at  the   firft  were  led  aftray,  and  the 

;V  mirreprcUntalions,  the  ipecious  allurcnienls  the  iniitlion,  pro-' 

I  mifes  and  divcrfilicd  plots,  in  wliich  tl,c  reb-ls  arc  e;:erci!ed, 
i  and  all  of  winch  they  employed  for  tb.at  cllc;;!.  have  kv\cd 
f  only  in  tlic  tml  to  enhance  the  honour  of  ihc  tril;es  in  genc- 
I  ml,  by  demonflrating  to  the  world,  Imhv  f:w  and  lunv  con- 

t'  teniptible  are  the  apoftarcs.     It  js  a  truth  known  to  you  all, 

i  thatthefe  pitiful  ex.::-iin!e3  excepted,   and  ih.ey  probably  have 

i  before  this  day  hid  their  faces  in  fliamc,   tiic  coikifive  voices 

I  and  hands  of  the  Indian  tribes  over  ihi^  v;ift  lontinent,  arc 

I  on  tlic  fide  of  jurtice,  of  law,   and  of  the  Eing. 

li  The  roftraint  you  liave  put  upon  your  vcicrifment 'in  wait- 

ing the  King  your  faihct's  call   to  arms,  the  hardeft  proof, 
I  am  perl'uadcil,  to  which  your  ancftloa  coLild  have  been  put, 
,j  is  another  mai-.i  fell  and  alEdled 'mark  of  your  adherence  to 

;  that  piincij)le   of  conneftion  to  wlii^h  \'>u  wtr.:  always  iond 

to  allude,  and  which  it  is  mutually  the  joy   and  the  duty  of 
the  p.trent  to  chci  ilh. 

The  clemency   of  your  father  has  been  abufed,  the  offers 

<^f  liis  mercy    have   been  defpifcd,  a,:d  hi:,  farther   patience 

wouKl,   inh;s  eyes,   become  cuipable,  in  as  much  as  u  would 

withold   rr,\:\-u   from    the  moft  grievous  oppairunts  in   the 

Vol.  Vlil.  F  f  pio.mcci 
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provinces  that  ever  cliTji^raced  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  h 
thf  refore  remains  for  me,  the  General  of  one  of  his  Aliijcfiy'i 
armies,  and  in  this  council  his  veprefcntativc,  to  relcafe  ymi 
from  thofc  bonds  which  your  obedience  imnoled. — Vvanioi-, 
you  are  free— -Go  forth  in  might  of  your  yalour  and  your 
caufe  ;  ftiike  at  the  common  enemies  of  Great-Britain  and 
America---difturbers  of  public  order,  pcr.ce,  and  happincU 
— dfftroyers  of  conjmcrce,  jiarrirides  of  the  ilate. 

The  circle  ro'jnd  you,  the  Chiefs  of  his  Majcuy's  Ihi- 
ropeau  forces,  and  of  the  Princes  his  allies,  efteem  yuu  .1, 
bioihcrs  in  the  war;  emuloui  in  glory  and  in  friendfliip,  uc 
will  endeavour  reciprocally  to  give  and  to  receive  examples; 
we  know  how  to  value,  and  \>:e  willflrive  to  imitate  your]ier- 
fcverance  in  ciitcrpri/e,  and  your  conftancy  to  reinl  hunger, 
wcarincfs,  and  pain.  Be  it  our  talk,  from  the  dlftates  of  oar 
religion,  the  laws  of  our  warl'arc,  and  the  iirinciples  amlin- 
terclt  of  our  policy,  to  regulate  your  pah'.ons,  when  they 
overbear,  to  point  out  vvhere  it  is  nobler  to  fpare  than  to  rc- 
vcngi^j  to  dil'criminate  degrc^^s  of  guilt,  to  fufpcnd  the  up- 
Jifted  ftroke,  to  chaftile,  and  not  to  dcflroy. 

This  war  to  you,  my  friends,  is  new;  v.pon  all  former 
occafions  in  taking  the  field  you  held  yo.irfelves  auihoriud 
to  dellroy  wherever  you  cane,  liccatifc  every  v.-here  you 
found  an  enemy.     The  cafe  is  now  very  diiVn.nt. 

The  King  has  many  faithful  fubjefts  diipcrfeJ  in  the  pro- 
vinces, confequendy  you  have  many  brothers  there  ;  nnj 
thefe  people  are  the  more  to  be  pitied,  that  they  are  perfe- 
cuted,  or  imprifoned,  vyherever  they  are  diicovercc!,  or  ful'-. 
pcfttd,  and  to  dlllemble,  is,  to  a  generous  mind,  a  ;.  ec  more 
grievous  punifhment, 

perfuaded  that  your  magnanimity  of  charaftcr,  joined  tg 
you:  principles  of  auccllon  to  the  King,  v.ill  ^ive  me  fuller 
contrQul  over  yoi:r  mind^,  than  the  military  rank  with  which 
lam  invefled,  1  enjoin  your  mofl  t'erious  attention  to  die 
rules  which  I  hereby  proclaim  tor  your  invariable  oblerva- 
tion  during  the  campais^n. 

I  politively  forbid  bloodlhcd,  when  you  art  not  oppofed  in 
arms. 

Aged  men,  women,  children,  and  prllbners,  muft  be  held 
facred  from  the  kaifc  or  hatchet,  cvtn  in  the  time  of  a.elual 
conflia.  __    ■ 

You  lliall  receive  comnenfalion  for  the  prifoners  you  take, 
bur  you  Ihall  be  called  to  account  for  fcdps. 

la   fpnformity    and  indulgence  to    your  culloms,  which 

have 
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h.ivc  affixed  an  idea  of  honour  to  fach  li.Td;-^cs  of  viiRorv, 
^  roil  fhall  be  allowed  to  take  the  fcalp^  of  tlie  dead,  wlicn 
•j,  billed  hy  yom  rirc,  and  in  fair  opp^fitio'n  ;  but  on  no  account, 
<      or  pretence,  or  fuhtlety,  or  prcvaric:'.tion,  are  they   to   be 

taken  from  the  wounded,  or  even  dying  ;  and  ftlU  lefs  par- 
^      (lonnble,  if  poflilile,  will  it  be  held,  to  kill  men  in  that  oondi- 
i      fion,  on  purpofc,  and  upon  a  fuppofition,  that  th.is  prolc-iilion, 
J      tt)  the  wounded,  would  be  thereby  evaded. 
J  Eale  lurking    ailaffins,  inccndiaric;,  ravngcrs,   and    plun- 

'       dcrers  of  the  country,  to  whatever  armv  tiicy  may  belongs 

fliall  be  treated  with  lefs  referve  ;  bi.;t  the  latituile  nnift  be 
i,       civen  you  by   order,  and  I  mud  be  the  judge  of  the  occa- 
i.       lion. 
I  Should  the  encm.y,  on  their  part,  dare  to  cmintcnnncc  avfls 

of  barbarity  towards  thofe  who  may  fall  i:;ro  their  hands,  it 
•'  fliall  be  yours  alfo  to  retaliate  ;  but  till  Itvcnty  fhall  be  thus 
'■  compelled,  bear  immoveable  in  your  heart';  th.is  folid  maxim, 
'  it  cannot  be  too  deeply  imprclTcd,  that  the  great  cRcntial  re- 
:        ward,  worthy  fcrvicoof  your  alliance,  the  lincerity  of  your 

«al  to  the  King  your  father,  and  rievcr-faillng  protcftor, 
-        will  be  examined,   and  judged  tipon  the   tell:  only  of  your 

fleady   and  uniform  adherence  to  tlic  orders  and  counfels  of 

thofe  to  whom  his  Majefly  lias  intrufted  the  dircclion  and 
..!       the  honour  of  his  arms. 

:'  Jnfivcr  from  an  old  Chief  of  the  Iroquois. 

^  I  ftand  up  in  tlie  narhe  of  ail  the  nations  prefenr,  fc  afTurc. 

i       our  father,  that  we  have  attentively  lillcncd  to  his  dili.ourfe. 
I       We  receive  you  as  our  father,  beeaufc  wlicn  you  ibeak,  wi 

(hear  the  voice  of  our  great  father  beyond  th.e  great  lake. 
We  rejoice  in  the  approbation  you  have  cxprelied  uf  cur 
behaviour. 
1        '    We  have  been  tried  and  tempted  by   the  Eofionlans ;  bui: 
j        we  have  loved  our  father,  and  our  hatchets  have  been  iliarpca- 

(cd  upon  our. afrections. 
In  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  our   profcflions,  our  whole 
t        vilUgc-s  able  to  go  to  war,  are  come  forth.     The  old  and  in- 
firm, our  infants  and  our  v;ives,   alone  remain  at  home.  _ 
\  With  one  common  alient  wc  promife  a  conftant  obedience 

I        to  all  you  have  ordered,  and  all  you  llial!  order ;  and  may 
I        tke  Father  of  days  give  you  many  and  iV'-Ccfs. 


F  f  --.  £.v.'r«5 
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Extracl  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Guy  Carlcton   to' Lord  George 

Gernialne,  dated  Quebec,  July  9,    1777.  5 

[Received  23^/  Auguft.]  |  j 

SINCE  my  lad  difpatches,  I  have  received  letters  froii  I  ' 
Niagara,  copies  of  which  I  think  nccclTary  to  traniiiiit  to  |  ; 
your  Lordflup,  both  as  they  regard  the  orders  whicli  1  have 
already  informed  you,  I  had  fent,  for  affcmbling  the  InJi.iiii 
of  that  neighbourhood  to  be  put  under  the  conduft  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel St.  Leger,  and  a  corps  of  rangers,  \vliii.li 
Colonel  Butler  has^  of  himfelf,  formed  for  the  purpofe  of 
ferving  with  the  Indians. 

Extrncl  of  a  Letter  from  Co/one!  Butler,   Superintendent  of  l\\- 
dhn  yjffuirs,  fl'rt/ff/ Niagara,    June  15,    1777. 

[In  Sir  Guy  Carleton's,  July  9,    1777.] 

Sir, 

YOUll  Excellency's  Letters  of  the  i8th  and  iid  (if 
May',  I  was  honoured  with  on  the  6th  infl.  and  immcdintcW 
in  obedience  thereto,  had  a  meeting  with  a  numhir  I't' 
Chiefs,  Sachems,  and  warriors  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  tlair 
allies  then  prefent,  and  communicated  to  them  your  order-; 
they  expreircd  great  fatisfaftion  in  having  an  opportunity  ta  ' 

fliew  their  fricndfltip  to  their  fatlrer,   the  King,  in  an  im- 
mediate compliance  with  liis  will. 

I  have  fent  out  runners  and  trufty  perfons  into  the  InJi.in 
country,  to  colhft  the  warriors  ;  and   farther,  with  the  aJ-        4  i 
vice  of  the  Chiefs  affembled  here,  have  fent  to  Mr,  fhiy  at        *  i 
Detroit,   for   a  body  of  the  weftcrn   Indians,  to   join  tlnir       { 
brothers  of  the  Six  Nations  on  this  expedition,  .agreeable  to 
mutual  treaties  fubhftlng  between  them. 

J//i  i;Ara'//f/;fv5/V  Guy  Carleton.  V| 

I  liave  the  honour  to  tranfmit  to  your  Excellency  a  llfl  of 
ofiicer-i,   with  their  rank  and  pay,   at  ti\e  fame  time  beg  kav: 

to  actjLiaint  you,  that  altliough,  from  tlie   iiatLire  of  the  ftr-  :  i 

vice,  1  find  it  reijuifitc  to  employ  a  number  of  other  perfons  .||J 

lor  the  good  of  the  fervice,  a  lift  of  which  is  alio  iuclofd,  ■  •■fj 

jct  '1 
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vet  I  cannot  tli'ink  of  recommending  them  to  your  Ex«e]r- 
I    cillcncy  for  comraiffions,  or  to  have  rank. 
.1        I  alfo  tranfmit  to  your  Excellency,  a  lift  of  a  body  of 
i     rangers  already  raifed  and  in  pay. 

ALIJI  cf  Officer s  tmphyed  in  the  Indian  Departynint,  with  their 
Rank  and  Fay. 

[/«  S-V  Guy  Carleton's,    July  9,   1777.] 

Peter  Ten  Eroeck,  >j 

John  Johnfon,  I 

.  fames  Wilfon,  las  Captains,  at  los.  fterling  per  diem. 

i  Charles  Bcaume, 

\  Thomas  Biillcr,       J 

William  Caldwell,  ")        - 

John  Powell,  j  .•    "  ; 

John  Tooft  Harcamier,     I 

Lewis  Clement,  i    ^^  Lieutenants,  at  4s.  6J.  ftcr- 

Frederick Yongc,    ■  >       ,■  r 

BafentFrey,    "'  |        !'"§  P"  ^icm. 

'  Andrew  Thompfon,  I 

;J  William  Rycr  Bowin,       j 

T  Geo.  M.  Gumis.  J 

Edward  Smith,  fecrctary  to  the  department,  with    I2S. 
York  currency  per  diem. 

James  Bennitt,  Indian  commiirary  of  ftores  and  provifionj, 
I        at  lOs.  York  currency  per  diem. 

i        A  Ltjl  of  Perfons  employed  in  the  Indian  Department,  as  0/"  uj}^ 
k  with  their  Pay. 

i  Tames  Scccord,  at  Ss.  iSiew- York  currency  per  diem. 

f  Philip  Frey,  "j 

Samuel  Thompfon,    I,     at  6s.  New- York  currency  per 

John  Dcpue,  (  diem. 

John  Yongc,  J 

John  Butler. 


JLij} 
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^  L'jl  cf  Perfms  employed  as  Rawcrs  in  the  Indian  Dcihiiimr::. 
[/«  Sir  Guy  Carleton's,  July  9,   1777.] 

NumUr.  Namrs.  P.'y,  Nm-Tcri  ci,yr."uj. 

I   Micliacl  Morin,   nt  4s.  per  day. 
•        2  Thomas  Sutton,  ditto. 

3  George  Steward,  ditto. 

4  Emanuel  Humphry,  ditto. 

5  Uenjamln  Davis,  ditto. 

6  Daniel  Young,  ditto. 

7  Hannanus  Houfc,  ditto. 
6  Jacob  Frederick,  ditto. 

9    fooft  J,  Pane,  ditto.  , 

10  bivk.  Bell,  ditto. 

1 1  John  Rily,  ditto. 

12  Mofes  Mounteen,  ditto, 

13  Paitial  Tarry,  ditto. 
■       14  Ruhart,  ditto. 

■    '  15  Peter  Danes,  ditto. 

16  John  Jole,  ditto. 

"•  17  John  Secord,  junior,  ditto- 

18  David  Secord,  ditto. 

^  19  Silas  Secord,  ditto. 

20  John  Secord,  ditto. 

21  Solomon  Secord,  ditto. 
■     22  Stephen  Secord,  ditto. 

23  Adam  Watman,  ditto, 

24  Jacob  Cowman,  ditto. 

25  Henry  Seam.on,  ditto. 

26  Peter  Seamon,  ditto. 

27  Nicholas  Phillips,  ditto. 

28  John  Phillips,  ditto. 

29  Nicholas  Phillips,  junior,  ditto, 

30  llund.  Windekcr,  ditto. 

31  John  Younger,  ditto. 
3a  Jacob  Engulili,  ditto. 

33  Joleph  Sern,  ditto. 

34  Conrad  Sels,   ditto. 

^  '  35   Jacob  Druncr,  ditto. 

36  Redman  Parry,  ditto. 
,  .  .     37   Robert  Farrington,  ditto, 
;     '     38  Jofeph  Page,  ditto. 
39  Jofhua  Beebo^    ditto. 

49  Ad  in 


A.  1 773. 

D    E    B    A 

T    E    S. 

AVmir 

.         A' 

tma.              Pay,   New 

-nrlicunouj. 

40 

Adin 

Becbe,  at  js.  pci 

day. 

41 

Jacob 

Take,  ditto. 

42 

Tur. 

Adam  Bo'.vman, 

ditto. 

43 

Charles  Encor,  ditto. 

4+ 

Hend 

,  Smith,  ditto. 

45 

Hcnc 

.  Bowin,  ditto. 

46 

Lewi 

Maybic,  ditto. 

47 

John 
Levk 

Lord,  ditto. 

48 

Green,  .ditto. 

49 

John 

Jokes,  ditto. 

5° 

Fred 

rick  Winter,  ditto. 

5^ 

Peter 

Miller,  ditto. 

•425' 


■.^::;j^. 


52  Abraham  Wartmay,  at  as.  per  day, 

53  xA-dam  BowC  lan,  jun.  ditto. 

54  lacob  Bowfman,  Jan.   ditto. 
^5  "Cafpcr  Hubert,  ditto. 

56  John  Huber,  ditto. 

57  "Stephen  Farrington,  ditto. 

58  Hans  Olderickfhall,  ditto. 

59  George  Cintncr,  ditto. 

60  Auguft  Encar,  ditto. 

61  Nathaniel  Hicks,  ditto. 
6z  Charles  Deprie,  ditto. 

63  Peter  Sccord,   ditto. 

64  John  Parks,  ditto. 

"  65  "I'homas  Griffis,  ditto. 

66  Kendrick  Winter,  ditto. 

67  Jacojj  Huber,  ditto. 

68  llaac  Van  Valken  Burg,  ditto. 


Dacuagne,    interpreter,   at  8s.  per  day, 
Timothy  Murphy,   1  ^^^^^        ^„„^„^^ 
black-lmith,  J  ^ 


E,\tr:i3 


PARLIAMENTARY  A.  17;! 


E;:tyn£l  of  a   Letter  from   Sir  Guy  Carleton   to  Lor,{  Gcorr; 
Germain,  c'dUd Quebec,  Sept.  20,  1777.  Fytflvid  Oct.  ji. 

I  TRANSMIT  t!ic  copy  of  a  letter,  ^vhich  I  have  re 
ceived  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  St.  Leger,  givinsi  aa  ar- 
ccunt  of  a  viftory  obtained  by  a  party  of  his  detachnic;-r, 
ie.it  by  him,  under  tlie  comnr.nd  of  Sir  John  johnlbn,  \\u\ 
a  number  of  Indians,  under  Colonel  Butler,  over  a  body  c' 
rebels  led  by  a  General  Herkener,  aail  e>:plaining  the  rcaio",- 
which  induced  him  afierwarda  to  abandon  t'le  liege,  which  ':,.• 
had  begun,  of  r'ort  Stanwix,  and  to  retreat  from  the  M.  • 
l.awk-rivcr.  I  likcvvife  inclofe  a  co]5y  traniiniitcd  ta  r.  ■ 
by  Colonel  St.  Lcgcr,  of  a  letter  from  General  Bui;;iv  ;  : 
to  him  :  alfo,  copies  of  letters  I  have  received  from  CjlLi.c't 
Claws  ?.:'.]  Butler,  of  the   Inr'ian  department. 

Colon.-:  iJutler,  with  three  princi|)al  chiefs  of  the  Five  Na- 
tion?, •.■.n..c  down  here,  being  deputed  for  that  jnirpolc,  i.> 
affure  me  of  the  iieadinefs  of  their  attachment,  of  tiKir  tir,- 
dinefs  flill  to  undertake, any  thing  in  their  power  for  ;'ic  .i.l- 
vaniage  of  his  Majefty,  and  their  full  determination  to  p.-i- 
feveie  m  the  war.  Colonel  Butler  reprcfents  to  me,  tlicix- 
pediency  of  having  a  body  of  rangers,  as  in  the  laft  war,  r- 
fervc  with  the  Tmdans,  and  propoled  to  me,  to  raife  acdiri 
properly  cpaaliiied  for  that  purnofe,  a  part  of  vvhlck  he  li,.. 
already  engaged,  and  ferveil  with  him  on  the  late  expediticii. 
I  thought  the  fcheme  calculated  to  draw  the  m-jft  aJva:;- 
tage  from  the  fervice  of  the  Indians,  of  which  the  dil'imf;- 
tion  of  that,  people  is  capable  ;  and  Colonel  Butler  \\:.\\:- 
llicwn  liimfelf,  by  his  zeal,  capacity,  and  fervices,  wonlij 
of  the  truft-,^  1  have  furnillied  him  witli  a  jiropcr  power  i,j 
raiic  a  corps  of  rangers  for  this  fervice,  and  appointed  hi  a 
major-comiii.uidaia  of  it.  A  copy  of  his  beating-uiiln'  ;, 
herewith  incloi'cd,  as  abi.i  a  copy  of  the  orders  which  1  h.i. 
given  him,  tor  the  joining  as  fail  as  poliiidc  the  arm}-  u:; ;  : 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  \\\\'.\  !:. 
corps,  anc!  as  large  ;t  body  of  ih.e  Iijdians  of  the  Five  N.ui.... 
a;  he  can  collecl:. 

'l"h.c  domiciled  Indians  of  Canada,  and  thofe  of  ilie  vippw 
country,  which  accompanied  General  Burgoync's  ar.mv,  h.,.c 
at  dili'erent  times  returned,  thofe  of  the  upper  couiurv  aU 
Jedgiiig  the  remotencis  of  their  hal.iialions  ;  tiiole  of  Can.uil 
'other'rcafons;  which,  toniiuering  tliat  thefe  people  are  luvcr 
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to  be  prevailed  upon  by  cominiirive  means  I  Jid  not  tntcr 
into  :  but  having  held  a  council  with  the  chiefs  ot'  the  uppcf 
Indians,  and  ordered  them  prcfents,  I  obtained  a  ioLina 
promifc,  that  they  would  return  early  in  the  Ipring  with 
their  numbers  greatly  increafcd,  and  as  a  pledge,  they  have 
left  lb  me  ot"  their  young  men  to  lerve  through  tlie  winter. 
The  Canada  Indians  have  likewile  coniented  to  return  in 
confiderable  bodies,  which  they  intend  to  relieve  from  time 
to  time,  by  which  means,  General  Burgoyne's  army  1  hope 
will  have  large  parties  of  thcfc  Indians  conftautly  ou  fervicc 
Vvitli  liinii 


Exira^  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Butler,  dated  Ontario, 
July  28,    1777. 

[//i  Sir  Guy  Carleton'/ o/Scpt.  20,    1777.] 

I  HAVE  now  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Excellency, 
that  on  the  13th  inflant  (two  days  after  the  Scnecas  and  for- 
ty of  the  weftern  Indians  arrived)  I  left  Niagara.  In  order 
tofpare  provifions,  I  had  before  appointed  a  immber  of  Se- 
neca warriors,  together  with  many  of  their  women  and  eliil- 
dren,  to  meet  me  at  Yroadequat,  where  I  had  promifcd  Lo 
deliver  them  a  prefent  of  cloaths,  and  fome  provifions,  to 
fuj)port  them  in  the  abfence  of  their  hulbands  ;  at  'hut  place 
,  I  waited  feven  days,  to  deliver  them  the  prcfents,  and  "Ivc 
them  the  hatchet,  which  they  accepted,  and  promifcd  to 
make  ufe  of  it.  On  the  19th,  I  received  from  General  St. 
Leger,  orders  to  fend  him  150  Indians,  to  aft  with  tlic 
King's  troops  under  his  command,  ujion  an  attack  againfl: 
fort  Stanwix.  On  the  morning  of  the  20th,  I  had  them 
ready,  and  fent  off  to  him,  under  proper  officers,  whom  I 
flattered  myfclf  he  would  approve.  Every  thing  being  fet- 
tled with  the  Senecas,  I  left  Yrondequat  on  the  •24th,  and 
on  the  25th,  arrived  at  this  place,  where,  befidcs  the  Indians 
I  brought  with  me,  I  found  a  large  party,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Jofcph  the  Mohawk,  in  confequencc  of  a  meffage  I 
had  fent  hmi  on  the  30th  )>aft  ;  bcfides  thcfc,  I  had,  ordered 
another  large  body  of  the  Six  Nations  to  meet  mc  here,  by 
way  of  the  three  rivers  :  but  upon  my  arrival,  found  them 
flopped  there,  by  order  of  Colonel  Claus.  Upon  a  re\  lew 
of  the  whole,  I  have  the  fatisfaftion  to  allure  your  Excel- 
lency, that  the  nunjbcr  of  Indian  warriors  allembled  at  tliis 
.Vol.  VIII  Gg   .      •  ■  place. 
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place,  and  the  Seneca,  or  three  rivers,  cannot  fall  nnu.'i 
Ihort  of  1000.  The  great  refort  of  thcfe  people  to  tliis  :inJ 
every  other  place,  to  partake  of  the  King's  bounty,  cauk\l 
me  to  prefcnt  to  Colonel  Bolton,  before  I  left  Niagara,  ano- 
ther account  for  401  il.  i6s.  cjd.  York  currency,  for  his  ap- 
probation; fince  when  I  am  informed  he  lias  lent  ir  to  your 
Excellency,  for  your  acceptance.  I  muft  humbly  beg  youi 
Excellency  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  believe,  that  in  all  my 
tranfaftions  I  have  endeavoured  to  execute  your  orilers  wiih 
the  greateft  ceconomy  in  my  power  ;  and  when  you  reflcft 
the  high  value  the  Indians  fetupon  their  alliance,  the  tempt- 
ing offers  the  rebels  have  frecjuently  mad-;  to  bring  tliem  over 
to  their  interefts,  together  with  their  numerous  women  aiul 
children,  ^vho  all  expcft  to  be  cloaihed  in  abll-nce  of  riidr 
huibands,^  which,  in  my  humble  oj>inlon,  tlieic  is  no  avoiil- 
ing,  without  dilguftiag  thofe  haugluy  and  tenacious  peopk- ; 
wjien  your  Excellency  has  weighed  all  thefe  reafons,  I  flatter 
myfelf,  that  you  will  not  think  the  expence,  howeverhigli, 
to  be  ufclefs,  or  given  with  too  lavifli  a  liand.  Before  I 
conclude,  I  mufl  beg  leave  to  remind  your  Excellency,  that 
when  I  firfV  arrived  at  Niagara,  1  found  the  Si::  Nations  wa- 
vering, and  of  the  two,  rather  inclined  to  tlie  rebels.  Epj 
couraged  by  Colonel  Caldwell  and  Captain  Lernoult,  and  at 
the  fame  time  fupportcd  by  you,  I  have  fpared  no  pains  not  ^ 
attention  to  fix  them  in  the  interefts  of  the  King.  The 
pleaiure  attending  my  fucccfs,  I  have  enjoyed  by  experien- 
cing your  Excellency's  approbation  of  my  humble  though 
unwearied  endeavours. 


Ex'.raB  nf  o  Letter  from  Colontl  Butler  M  5/r  Guy  Carlctony 
(latiJ  Can:J>  kfoyc  Fort  St:in\vix,  Aug.  15,    1777. 

\_7n  Sir  Guy  Carleton'i  c/Scpt.  20,    1777.] 

I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  of 
the  luccefs  of  his  Majeft'y's  arms  againlt  a  detachment  of  the 
rebels,  on  the  6th  inflant.  Immediately  after  my  arrival 
here,  I  was  ordered  by  Brigadier  General  St.  Lcgcr  to  march 
with  400  Indians  to  intcrcej)t  a  party  of  the  Moliavvk-rivcr 
militia  (in  number  900)  whom  he  was  informed  were  on 
their  march  to  throw  thcmfclves  into  this  place.  In  the 
evening.  Sir  John  Johnfcn,  with  50  of  the  royal  New- York 
tegiment,  joined  us.     At  ten  o'clock  the  next 'morning,  ac;ir 
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b  I  the  Brifco  field,  we  heard  the  rebels  in  full  march  with  a  con- 
if  J  voy  of  15  waggons  of  provifions  and  ftores.  We  were  im- 
i  )  mediately  formed  by  the  Seneca  chiefs,  who  took  the  load  in 
a  1;  lliis  aftion,  in  concurrence  with  Sir  John  johnfon  and  my- 
V  I  fclf ;  Sir  John  was  ported  on  the  road,  to  give  the  enemy  a 
p  I  volley  as  they  advanced  ;  niyfelf,  with  the  Indians,  and  20 
5  J  nngers,  were  ported  to  flank  them  in  the  woods  ;  this  dif- 
f  J  pofition  was  foon  after  a  little  altered  by  the  Indians,  while 
}  ;  the  enemy  were  advancing,  and  when  they  were  near  enough^ 
'  Uircw  in  an  heavy  fire  on  the   rebels,   and   made  a  lliockmg 

flaughter  among  them  with  their  fpears  and  hatchets  :  the 
rcliels,  however,  recovering  thcmfelves,  fell  back  to  a  more  ad- 
vantageous ground,  and  maintained  a  running  fight  for  about 
ail  hour  and  a  half.  At  length,  the  Indians,  with  the  de- 
tachment of  the  Yorkers  and  rangers,  purfuing  their  blow,, 
utterly  defeated  them,  with  the  lofs  of  500  killed,  wounded, 
and  taken ;  many  of  the  latter  were,  conformable  to  the 
Indian  curtom,  afterwards  killed.  Of  the  New-YorkerSj 
Captain  M'  Donald  was  killed.  Captain  Watts  dangcroiilly 
wounded,  and  one  fubaltern  ;  of  the  rangers,  Captains  Wil- 
^       fon  and  Hare  killed,  and  one  private  wounded. 

The  Indians  fuffered   much,    having    33   killed    and    2g 
wounded;   the   Scnecas   alone  lort    i]   men,    among  whom 

!\verc  feveral  o(  their  chief  warriors,  and  had  16  wounded. 
During  the  whole  aftion,  the  Indians  Paev/ed  the  grcatcfi- 
zeal  for  his  Majefty's  caufc  ;  and  had  they  not  been  a  little 

r       too  precipitate,  fcarcely  a   rebel  of  the  party  had  cfcaped. 

I  Moft  of  the  leading  rebels  are  cut  off  in' the  aftion,  fo  that 
any  further  attempt  from  that  quarter  is  not  to  be  cxpcfted. 
Captain  Watts,  of  the  royal  New-Yorkers,  ivhofe  many 
amiable  qualities  deferved  a  better  fate,  lay  wounded  in  three 
places  upon  the  field  two  days  before  he  was  found  ;  however. 
It  is  thought  he  will  recover.  I  (hould  not  do  juftice  to  the 
Indians  in  general,  and  to  the  Senecas  in  particular,  Vv-as  I 
not  to  acquaint  you,  that  their  behaviour  in  the  aftion  ex- 
ceeded any  thing  1  could  have  expefted  from  them  ;  the  lofs 
the  Senecas  have  furtained  will  point  out  to  your  Excellency, 
how  fevere  a  fhare  of  it  fell  to  them.  The  fuccefs  of  this 
day  will  plainly  flicw  the  utility  of  your  Excellency's  con- 
ftant  fupport  of  my  unwearied  endeavours  to  conciliate  tQ 
{lis  Majcfty  fo  fcrviCfiblc  a  body  of  allies. 


G  g  5         ^  E^tracl 


;  -'r^^- 
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HxcrcFinfa  Letter  from  Jjeulenant  Colonel  St.  Lcprer  to  Sir  Ciiiy 
'  Carleton,  a'ate^ Oiwegn,   Aug.  27,  1777. 

\_Li  Sir  Guy  Carleton'.!  o/Sept.  zo,   1777.] 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  t!ic 
account!,  wc  received  in  Canada,  concerning  tort  Stanwix, 
n.re  ih.c  ip.oil  erroneous  that  can  be  conceived.  Inflcad  of  the 
infuital'le  and  unfininied  work  we  were  tauglit  to  cxpcft,  I 
foinid  it  n  refpeftahle  tortrcls,  ftrongly  narrilbned  with  70.1 
nicn,  and  demanding  a  train  of  artillery  we  were  notmalhrs 
of  for  its  Ipixdy  kihieflion.  its  form  is  a  kind  of  trapezium, 
or  four-fided  lignrc,  with  four  bafiiions  prized  and  picketttil; 
withoi.t,  th'Jre  is  a  good  ditch,  with  pickets  nipping  out  a 
confidcrable  way  at  tlie  faliant  ancdcs  of  the  baftions  ;  three 
nines,  fou"  fixes,  two  threes,  with  a  coniiderable  number  of 
wall  pie  es,  were  all  the  artillery  the  enemv  made  ufe  of  du- 
ring the  fi.;gc.  ■  _  , 

Since  1  wrote  the  abo\-e,  the  Heffians  are  arrived,  will 
50  of  their  men  fick  ;  one  fortnight  fooncr,  the  Indians  coul^ 
Have  had  no  plea  for  their  conduft. 


(y.^y  of  a  Later  fr^.m  Lieinenant  Ctv/i-ra/ Burgoync  t:  Liciitenani 
Cohnei  St.  Leger,  --.vithoin  Date. 

[7/7  i'/V  Guy  Carleton'j  o/'Sept.  20,    1777.] 

I  WROTE  you  fome  time  fince  an  account  of  the  rnpiii 
progreis  of  his  jVIajefty's  arms  at  Ticonderoga.  I  ap|irc- 
}iend  that  letter  ilitl  not  come  to  hand.  Tnfiumountablc  dii'- 
ficulties,  occafioned  by  the  heavy  rains  upon  the  roads,  pre- 
\ented  me  getting  forward,  I  tried  an  expedition  to  obtain 
a  fupply  rf  cattle,  without  waiting  the  trar.l'port  of  maga- 
■/.ines ;  it  has  failed,  not  without  fome  lofs  to  the  Germaiii. 
It  will  now  be  a  fortnight  before  I  can  do  any  thing  in  your 
favour.  It  will  remain  therefore  to  be  conlidered  by  you, 
iirll,  whether  you  can  force  the  place  with  the  artillery  yoit 
have;  fecondiy,  if  not,  whether  you  can  remain  before  11 
without  rilk  of  youi  being  cut  from  your  retreat,  till  I 
can  bring  the  enemy  to  a  battle,  or  othcrwife  to  nllifl:  you  ; 
thirdly,   if  you  can  re-cmbark  your  artillery,  anil  join  nit 


■  or 
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with  your  troops   by  the   route  through  the  woods  to  fort 

George.' 

I  have  mentioned  thefc  cnnfidcrations  in  the  order  of  pre- 
ference I  would  dcfirc,  and  a  retreat  by  Canada,  and  ;o  lo 
follow  me  by  Ticonchroga  is  the  laft. 

In  cafe  you  can  elleft  the  lecond  confideration.  or  any 
othcrwifc  keep  footing  in  the  country  till  1  get  poireflion  nf 
llic  mouth  of  the  Mohawk,  it  niiglit  be  a  good  meafur  ,  ■ 
leave  the  garrifon,  and  by  forced  and  rapid  marches  to 'o;n 
me  :  but  this  mud  depend  upon  the  good  atfeftions  of  John- 
Ion's  country. 

I  am,   dear  Sir, 

yours  ever  fniihfuUy, 

[.   BURGOYNK. 

I  beg  to  hear  from  you  as  frequently  as  ))nllililc.  I  have 
icopy  of  this,  therefore  you  need  only  fay  firft,  fecond,  third 
orlali,  according  to  the  confideration  you  adopt. 


N.  B.     This  letter  was  not  dated 
at  OnoRuago  falls. 


It  arrived   tlie   25th 


Extras?   cf  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  St.  Lcger   to   Sir 
Guy  Carlcton,    elated  Oi'wcpp,   Aug.  27,    1777. 

[/«  Sir  Guy  Carkton'5  of  Sept.  20,    1777.] 

A  MINUTE  detail  of  every  operation  fince  my  leaving 
La  Chine  with  the  detachment  entruiled  to  my  care,  y^jur 
Excellency  will  permit  me  to  referve  to  a  time  o(  Icfs  harry 
and  mortification  than  the  prefent,  v/aile  1  enter  into  the  in- 
terefting  fcene  before  fort  Stanvvix,  which  i  invcfted  the  3d 
of  Auguft:,  having  pre^/ioully  puflted  forward  Lieutenant 
Lird,  of  the  King's  regiment,  with  30  of  the  King's  Noops 
and  200  Indians,  imder  the  direftion  of  Captains  Haie  and 
\Vilfon,  and  the  Chiefs  Jofcphand  Bull,  to  fcize  f aft  hold  of 
the  lower  landing  place,  and  tiiereby  cut  off  the  enemy's 
communications  with  the  lower  country.  This  v\as  done- 
with  great  addrefs' by  the  Lieutenant,  thougii  not  with  the 
cffeft  I  had  promifed  myfelf,  occafioned  by  the  llack.icfs  of 
tlie  Maflafagoes,  The  brigade  of  provifion-boats  and  ammu- 
nition I  had  intelligence  of  being  arrived  and  difembarked 
before  this  party  had  taken  poft. 

"  The 
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The  4th  and  5th  were  employed  in  making  avrangeniciilj 
for  opening  Wood-creek,  (which  the  enemy  with  iiickO.ti- 
gablc  labour  of  150  men  for  14  days  had  moft  tfTcftiially 
dioaked  up)  and  the  making  a  temporary  road  from  Piiic- 
ridge,  upon  Fifli-crcek,  16  miles  from  the  fort,  for  a  prc- 
fent  fupply  of  provifion,  and  the  tranfport  of  our  artillcrv  ; 
the  firfl  was  eflcfted  by  the  diligence  and  zeal  of  Caj-iiiiiv 
Rouville,  affilled  by  Captain  Hcrkemer  of  the  Indian  ik- 
partnicnr,  with  jio  men,  in  nine  days;  \vhilL-  I.iciU^n.iiic 
Lnndy,  afting  as  affiant  quartcr-mafter-genLial,  Ii:ul  ixii- 
dercd  tl\e  road  in  the  worft  of  weather  fufficivntly  prafticaMe 
to  pafsthc  whole  artillery  and  {lores,  with  Icvcn  days  pro\i- 
lions  in  two  days. 

On  the  5th  in  the  evening,  intelligence  arrived  bv  my  dii- 
coverlng  parties  on  the  Mohawk  river,  that  a  reinforcement 
of  800  militia,  conduced  by  General  Kcikinicr,  were  mi 
their  march  tp  relieve  the  garrifon,  and  were  actually  at  tlut 
inftant  at  Orifka,  an  Indian  fettlenicnt,  1  i  miles  from  thf 
fort,  the  garrifon  being  apprized  of  their  march  by  four  men, 
who  were  feen  enter  the  fort  in  the  morning  through  what 
vvas  thought  an  impenetrable  fwamp. 

I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  v.'ait  for  them,  and  thereby 
fubject  myfelf  to  be  attacked  by  a  fally  from  the  garrifon  ia 
the  rear,  while  the  reinforcements  employed  me  in  front; 
I  therefore  determined  to  attack  tlrem  on  tlie  march,  cither 
openly  or  covertly,  as  circuinflances  flioukl  offer.  At  tliis 
,  time  I  had  not  fl^Q  of , the  King's  troops  in  camp,  the  various 
and  extcnfive  operations  I  was  under  an  imder  an  abfolutc 
neceility  of  entering  into,  having  employed  the  reft,  ami 
therefore  could  not  icnd  above  00  white  men,  rangers  snJ 
taoops  included,  with  the  whole  corps  of  Indians. 

Sir  John  Johnfon  put  himlelf  at  the  head  of  this  party, 
.ipd  began  his  march  that  evening  at  five  o'clock,  and  met 
tlie  rebel  porps  at  the  fame  hour  the  next  morning.  I'lic 
imjietuofity  of  the  Indians  is  not  to  be  dcfcribcd  ;  on  thefi!;lit 
of  the  enemy,  forgetting  the  judicious  dilpofition  formed  by 
Sirjolm,  and  .agreed  tp  by  themfelvcs,  which  was,  to  iud'er 
the  attack  to  begin  wilh  the  troojis  in  front,  while  they  fliouk! 
be  on  both  flank  and  rear,  they  rallied  in,  liatelicc  in  li.iml, 
and  thereby  gave  the  enemy's  rear  an  opportunity  to  elc.pi. 
In  relation  to  the  viftory,  it  was  equally  conijilctc  a?  ii  ilic 
whole  liad  fallen;  nay,  more  fo,  as  the  200  who  cfcapoi 
only  fervcd  to  fpread  the  panic  wider  :  but  it  was  not  fo  witi\ 
the  Indians,  their  lofs  was  great ;  I  niuft  be  underftood,  Ir.- 
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dian  computation,  being  only  about  30  killed  and  wounded, 
irn.!  in  that  nunibcr  feme  of  their  favoui-ite  chiefs  and  confi- 
dential warriors  were  Ibin.  On  the  enemy's  fide,  alraofl;  all 
ihcir  principal  leaders  were  ilain  ;  General  Herkiman  has 
fmce  died  of  his  wounds.  It  is  proper  to  mention,  that  tha 
four  men  dctaclicd  with  intcllip;ence  of  the  marcli  of  tl;e 
tcinforcement,  let  out  the  evening  before  tiie  a£lion,  and 
confequently  the  enemy  could  b.avc  no  account  of  the  defeat, 
and  were  only  in  polfeflion  of  the  time  appointed  for  their 
arrival,  at  which,  as  I  fufpcflcd,  the  enemy  made  a  fally 
tt'ith  250  men,  towards  Lieutenant  Bird's  pofi,  to  facilitate 
llie  entrance  of  the  relieving  corps,  or  bring  on  a  gencrat 
tng?.gement  with  every  advantage  they  could  wifli. 

Captain  Hoycs  was  immediate  detached  to  cut  in  upon 
llieir  rear,  while  they  engaged  the  Lieutenant,  Immediately 
upon  the  departure  of  Captain  Hoyes,  I  learned,  that  Lieute- 
nant Bird,  mifled  by  the  information  of  a  cowardly  Indian, 
that  Sir  John  was  prefl,  had  quitted  his  poft  to  march  to  his 
jffiftancc,  I  marched  the  detachment  of  the  King's  regiment 
infupport  of  Captain  Hoycs  by  a  road  in  fight  of  the  garri" 
foil,  which  with  executive  fire  from  his  party  immediately 
drove  the  enemy  into  the  fort  without  any  further  advantage 
than  frightening  fome  Squaws  and  pilfering  the  packs  of  the 
warriors,  which  they  left  behind  them.  After  this  affair 
Vvas  over,  orders  were  immediately  given  to  compleat  a  two- 
giin  battery  and  mortar  beds,  with  three  ftrong  redouLus  in 
their  rear,  to  enable  me,  in  cafe  of  another  attempt  to  re- 
lieve the  garrifon  by  the  regimental  troops,  to  march  out  3 
larger  body  of  the  King's  troops. 

'Captain  Lernoult  was  fent  with  no  men  to  the  lower 
landing  place,  where  he  cflabliflied  himfelf  with  great  judg- 
Jnent  and  flrength,  having  an  enclofed  battery  of  a  thrcc- 
pounder  oppofcd  to  any  lally  from  the  fort,  and  another  to 
the  fide  of  the  country  wiicrc  a  relief  mulT:  ajiproach,  and 
the  body  of  his  camp  deeply  entrenched  and  abattied. 

When  by  the  unabating  labour  of  officers  and  men  (the 
fniallnefs  of  our  numbers  never  admitting  of  a  relief  of  three 
Iiours  ccflation  for  ilecp  or  cooking)  the  batteries  and  re- 
doobts  were  fmiflied,  and  new  checks  and  axeltrees  made  for 
the  lix-pounders,  thofe  that  were  fent  being  reported  rotten 
and  unferviceablc,  it  was  found  that  our  cannon  had  not  the 
Icaft  cffcft  upon  the  fod-work  of  the  fort,  and  that  our  royals 
Iiadonly  the  power  of  teizing,  as  a  (ix-inch  plank  was  a  luf- 
ficient  iecurity  '"or  tlieir  powder  magazine^  as  we  learnt  fron:i 
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tnc  deferters.  Ac  tliis  time,  Lieutenant  (ilciiie  of  the  art'l- 
lery,  whom  I  had  appointei.1  to  aft  ns  aii'iilnnt-engincer,  p;;)- 
poi'cd  a  ccnveiiion  of  the  royals  (if  I  may  ufe  the  exiM\'('- 
f;on)  into  howi'/ers.  Tlic  ingenuity  and  feafibillty  of  ii,l» 
nicafurc  flriking  me  very  fl:rongly,  the  bulincfs  was  fet  about 
immediately,  and  foon  executed,  when  it  was  found,  that  no- 
thing prevented  their  operating  with  tb.e  deliredefteft  hut  tli-: 
dlilance,  their  chambers  being  too  fmall  to  hold  a  fufficicin  y 
of  powder.  There  was  nothing  now  to  be  done  but  to  ;i|). 
proach  the  place  by  fap  to  a  proper  diftance,  that  the  r.mi- 
part  might  be  brought  with  their  portee  ;  at  the  fame  time-, 
ill!  inaterials  were  preparing  to  run  a  mine  under  tlicir  moll 
formidable  baftion.  In  the  midft  of  thefc  operations,  intul- 
ligence  was  brought  in  by  our  Icouts,  of  a  fecond  corps  of 
1000  men  being  on  their  march.  The  f.-me  zeal  'uj  longer 
ai^imated  the  Indians;  they  complained  of  our  thinncTs  vi 
trooj;:.,  and  t'lcir  former  lofils.  I  immediately  called  a  coun- 
cil of  the  rhici  . ;  encouraged  them  as  much  as  i  conk! ;  prn- 
mifed  ^vi  l^ud  th.  ..i  on  myfclf,  and  bring  into  the  field  300  iil 
the  beft  troops;  they  liftenedto  this,  and  promifed  to  follow 
me,  and  agrcctl,  that  1  lliould  reconnoitre  the  ground  pio- 
pcrefl  for  the  ilcld  of  battle  next  m.orning,  accompanied  liy 
lb!r,c  of  their  chief  warriors,  to  fettle  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions. When  upon  the  ground  appointed  for  the  iield  01  iwt- 
tlc,  lirouls  came  in  witii  the  account  of  the  fn-il  number 
fwelled  to  2000  ;  immediately  after  a  third,  that  General 
Eurgoyne's  army  was  cut  to  jneces,  and  that  ArnolJ  wiii 
advancing  bv  rapil  and  forced  marches  with  3000  men.  It 
was  at  this  moment  I  began  to  fulpect  ■  (v.vardice  in  funu-, 
and  treafon  i.i  others  ;  '.owevcr,  I  returned  to  camj),  net 
without  hopes,  with  the  aliiftante  of  my  galhiiii  . oadiiiior 
Sir  fohn  johnlbn,  and  the  influence  of  the  fupe.inunjiii:^ . 
Colonels  Ciaus  and  Bui'.jr,  ofinducmg  them  to  meet  llic 
enemy.  A  council,  according  to  th.'.ir  cuftom,  was  called  10 
know  their  refolutions,  l-'foie  the  breaking  up  of  which  I 
le.:'-nt  that  200  were  already  decamped  ;  in  about  an  hour, 
they  infilled  that  I  lliould  retreat,  or  they  would  be  obli^;oii 
to  abandon  me.  I  had  no  party  to  take,  and  a  hard  party  it 
was  to  troops  who  could  do  nothing  without  them,  to  yicU 
to  their  refolves,  and  therefore  propofed  to  retire  at  night, 
ii.ndmg  on  before  my  iick,  wounded,  artillery,  &c.  down  th.; 
wood-ercek,  covering  it  by  outline  of  ma.eli. 

1  now  thought  It  time  to  call  in  Captain  Lernoidt's  pofl, 
ixlit'ng  v.'lth  the  troops  in  camp,  to  liie  ruined  for:  call.  1 
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William,  JH  the  front  of  the  garrifon,  not  only  to  wait  the 
cr.cmy,  if  tliey  thouglit  proper  to  fally,  but  to  pictcft  the 
Vjats  from  the  fury  of  tlie  favages,  fending  forwartl  Cap- 
fiin  Hoycs,  with  his  detachment  and  one  piece  of  cannon, 
to  the  place  where  fort  Bull  flood,  to  receive  the  troops, 
who  waited  the  arrival  of  Captain  Lcrnoult.  Moft  of  the 
loats  were  efcorted  that  night  beyond  Canada-creek,  where 
no  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  the  enemy,  as  the 
creek  at  this  place  bending  from  the  road  has  a  deep  ccdar 
fwamp  betwesn.  Every  attention  was  now  turned  to  the 
mouth  of  the  creek,  which  the  enemy  might  Jiave  poirefTed 
ihcmfelvcs  of  by  a  rapid  march  by  the  Oncyda  caftle.  At 
this  place  the  whole  of  this  little  army  arrived  by  twelve 
p'cloek  at  night,  and  took  pofl  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  have 
no  fears  of  any  thing  the  enemy  could  do.  Here  we  remained 
till  three  o'clock  next  morning,  when  the  boats  which  could 
come  up  the  creek  arrived  and  proceeded  acrofe  lake  Oncyda 
to  tlie  ruined  fort  of  Brircton,  where  I  learnt,  that  fome 
boats  were  flill  labouring  down  the  creek,  after  being  lighten- 
fil  of  the  Ijcfl:  part  of  their  freight  by  the  Meiralagocs.  Cap- 
tain Lernoult  propofed,  with  a  boat  full  of  armed  men,  to 
rcpafs  the  lake  that  night,  to  relieve  them  from  their  labour, 
and  fupply  them  with  provilion.  This  tranfa£lion  dov:^  as 
much  honour  to  the  humanity'  as  to  the  gallantry  of  this 
valuable  officer. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  Onondago  Falls  I  received  an  anfwer 
to  my  letter  from  General  Eurgoyne,  (a  copy  of  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  to  your  Excellency)  which 
fhevved  in  the  clcarefl  light  the  fccne  of  treachery  that  had 
been  praftifcd  upon  me  ;  the  nieffenger  had  heard,  indeed, 
on  his  way,  that  they  were  coUcfling  the  fame  kind  of  rabble 
as  before,  but  that  there  was  not  an  enemy  with  forty  miles 
of  fort  Stanwix. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  here,  I  was  joined  by  Captain  Ler- 
noult with  the  men  and  boats  he  had  been  in  fcarch  of. 

I  mean  immediately  to  fend  off,  for  the  ule  of  the  upper 
garrifon,  all  the  overplus  provifion  I  iliall  have,  atccr  keep- 
ing a  fuiFicicncy  to  carry  my  detachment  down,  which  I  mean 
to  do  v.'ith  every  expedition  in  my  power,  the  moment  this 
bufincfs  is  effefled,  for  which  purpofc  1  have  ordered  here 
the  fnow.  The  lloop  is  already  gone  from  tliis  with  its  full 
ladins,-. 


Vol.  VIII.  Hh 
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Extras  ef  a  Letter  /riJw  Daniel  Claus,  Efq.  ^uperinUnkH 
on  Brigadier  St.  Lfsrcr'i  Rxpedition,  to  ^ir  Guy  Carlcton, 
dated  Oivitgo,  lith  Augull.,  1777. 

[//I  S/r  Guy  CarletouV  of  20//)  September,  1777.] 

I  HAVE,  however,  the  plc.ifure  of  afluriiig  your  Exccllcii- 
ity,  that  the  dilTcrcnt  Indian  nations  i  h.ippeiK-d  to  coiivfiic 
Jince  my  coming  out,  have  iknionrtrateci  the  moft  warm  zcjI 
of  eCpoufing  and  ading  moft:  licartily  in  the  prcfent  cault  tor 
the  intcreft  of  the  crown;  and  am  fully  perfuadcd  the  Six 
Nations  and  their  Confederates  are  fo  firmly  nttachcd  Co  hit 
Majcfliy's  intert.ft  on  the  prefent  crifis,  that  they  will  conti- 
nue fo  to  the  end  of  the  conieft,  to  which  their  late  fucccfj 
againfl  the  rebels  of  Tryon  coinuy,  a.s  w'll  as  their  purluiii;^ 
reveni^c  fir  their  loft  friends  in  faid  aQi<  ,  v,':il  urge  thrm  011 
the  morv'. 

Asu  ^ubtlef'!  Brigadier  St.  Leger  has  fully  giren  your  Excel- 
lency a  detail  of  that  affair,  as  v/ell  as  the  thereupon  enfued  re- 
tri-i',-  from  Fort  Stanwix,  I  will  nut  incumniode  you  v/ith  rc- 
petitio.ns,  but  defer  particulnrs  to  ::  peilbnal  interview. 


C',_:y  rj   Biatin^-ordt-rs  to  John  Butler,    Efq.  appciniid  Alajor 
CommanJiiiit  cf  a  Corps  of  Kiinjja  s  to  fervc  zviih  the  Indians, 

[In  Sir  Guy  Carleton'j  of  -xcth  September,  1777.] 

GUY  CARLETON,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  Captain-Gene- 
ral and  Governor  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Qiiclicc,  and 
Territories  depending  theieon,  oV,  Ci"r,  iJc.  CicinTal  anJ 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  iViajeily's  Forces  in  the  faiJ 
Province,  and  the  frontiers  thereof,  ^jfc,  Uc,  (Jc. 

TO  John   Butler,  Efq.  appointed  Major  Commnn- 
dant  of  a  corps  of  Ruii!!;ir3  to  fcivc  with  the  Indians. 

BY  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  in  me  veded  by  the 
King,  I  do  hereby  authorifc  and  impjvvcr  you,  or  fuch  oiTi- 
cers  as  you  ihall  direi5l,  by  beat  of  druin,  or  otherwifc,  forth- 
with to  raife  on  the  frontiers  of  this  province,  as  many  able- 
bodied  feanien  of  his  Majefly's  loyal  fuhjedfs  as  will  form  one 
company  of  rangers,  to  [er\e  with  the  Indians  aj  occafion  (hull 
*■  require  i 
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require  ;  which  company  fhall  confift  o{  a  captain,  a  firft-llcu- 
tcnant,  fecond-lieiitenant,  three  ferjcants,  three  corpora's,  and 
fifly  private  men  ;  and  when  you  fhall  have  compleattri  one 
company  as  aforelaid,  you  are  further  impowcred  to  raife  and 
form  another  in  like  manner,  and  of  like  numbers  as  the  firft  ;  . 
id  fo  on  until  you  (hall  have  comple.Ued  a  number  of  com- 
panies of  rangers  as  aforefaid,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
eight  companies;  obferving  that  the  firft  be  compleatcd, 
armed,  and  fit  for  fcrvice,  and  have  palled  niufter  before  fuch 
pcrfon  as  fhall  be  appointed  Jor  that  purpole  by  feme  one  of 
thecommandingolTicersof  his  iMajefty's  troops  neareft  towhere 
the  faid  compani^-s  fo  raifed  fliall  be  at  the  time,  before  snother 
be  begun  to  be  rai  fed.  And  of  which  light  companies,  or  fuch  ' 
part  thereof  as  you  fhall  be  able  to  raife,  you  fhall  be  Alajor 
Commandant  ;  two  of  the  companies  aforefaid  (to  be  com- 
pofed  of  people  fpcaking  the  Indian  language,  and  acquainted 
with  th?ir  cuftoms  and  manner  of  making  war)   for  their  en-  .    . 

couragement,  fliall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  four  (hillings  New- 
Yorl;  currency  by  the  day,  non-commifTioned  officers  in  pro- 
portion, from  the  day  of  tlicirenlifting  ;  and  the  other  compa- 
nies, (to  be  compofi;d  of  people  well  acquainted  with  the 
woods)  in  confideration  of  the  fatigue  they  are  liable  to  un- 
dergo, fhall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  two  fhiHings  New-York 
currency  by  the  day,  non-commifTioned  officers  in  proporton  j 
the  whole  to  cloath  and  arm  themfelves  at  their  own  cxpcncc. 
You  and  the  officers  fo  raifed  to  be  paid  as  is  cuftomary  to 
other  officers  of  like  rank  in  his  Majefty's  fervice.  And 
you  are  carefully  to  obey  and  follow  fuch  orders  and  direc- 
tions as  you  fhall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  me,  or  the 
commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being,  or  any  other  yourfu- 
perior  ofHcer,  according  to  the  rules  and  difcipline  of  war,  in 
purfuanceof  thctruft:  heieby  repofed  in  you.  Given  under  my 
hand  and  feal  at  arms,  at  Quebec,  this  fifteenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  feventy-feven,  and 
ill  the  feventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  f aereigii  lord 
George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Gieat  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  fo 
forth, 

(Signed)  Guy  Carleton. 

By  his  Excellency's  command, 
(Counter  figncd)  E.  Foy, 


H  h  2  Copy 
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Col>y  of  InJ}ru51tons   to   Major    John  Rutlcr,    Ci^mmnndant  of  » 
Corps  of  Rangers,  to  Jfrve  with  the  India/is. 

[/«  Sir  Guy  Carlcton'i  of  20th  September,  1777.] 

GUY  CARLETON,  Knit!;Iit  of  the  Bnth,  Captain-Gene- 
ral, nnd  Governor  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
and  Territories  dcpcndinf;  thereon,  kJc.  General  .niul 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majefty's  Forces  in  faidPru- 
vincc,  and  the  Territories  thereof,  (sfc. 

TO  Mnjor  John  Butlkr,  Commandant  of  a  Corpj 
of  Rangers,  to  fcrvc  with  the  Indians. 

HAVING  appointed  you  to  command  a  body  of  rangcr.«, 
Uhich  it  is  c>:pcdicnt  at  this  time  to  rail'c,  in  order  to  lervc 
with  the  Indians,  you  fliall,  ab  foon  as  polhlile,  inarch  with 
fuch  part  of  the  faid  rangers  as  are  already  raifed,  or  you 
fliall  immediately  raife,  and  as  large  a  body  of  the  Six  Jv\'i- 
tions,  or  other  Indians,  as  you  can  collcft  without  too  nnich 
expofing  tiieir  country  to  the  incurfions  of  the  rebels,  to  join 
and  put  yourfelf  under  the  commandof  Lieiit.  Gen.  Burgoyiie, 
giving  him  notice,  as  expeditioully  as  poffible,  of  your  aji- 
proach  towards  him,  and  of  the  force  you  bring  along  with 
you  ;  and  all  orders  which  you  fhall  receive  from  the  faid 
Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne,  you  are  to  obferve  and  obey. 
Given  under  my  hand  at  CViebec,  this  I5ih  day  of  Septcm- 
beer,    1777. 

(Signed)   .  Guy  Carleton. 


Tianflated  Copy  of  a  Letter  f  cm  Baron  de  Rcidefel  to  LoiJ 
George  Germainc,  daud'Cainp  at  Jones-Farm,  aS/i  Au- 
E''^ri777-  .  ■:  ,-■..,.    ,  ■         .   ^ 

Mv  Lord,  . 
\  FLATTER  myfclf  that  your  Excellency  deigns  flill  to 
remember  ymu-  moll  obcdicu;  lervant,  who  ali'uredlv  krvci 
will)  /eal  for  his  Majcfty's  le;  .  cj,  although  his  powers  are 
fo  weak  that  he  cannot  be  of  b.iai  great  u(c  as  hinifeU"  wilhcs. 
'i  he  evacuation  of  Ticomhroga,  getting  the  day  at  Hu- 
berton,  ilie  capture  of  Skeeniborough,  and  the  retreat  of  the 
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tncmy  as  far  ns  Stillwater,  aa  miles  on  this  fule  of  Alhany, 

were  fucceffes  fo   rapid,   that  fcarcely  could  \vc  puvfue  the 

enemy. 

The  want  of  carriage  greatly  retarded  the  trnnfportof  our 
provifions.  To  remedy  this  inconvenience,  General  Bur- 
goync  defigned  to  carry  oiT  the  con{ideraI)!c  niaga/inc  be- 
longing to  the  enemy  at  Bennington,  in  the  hopes  of  being 
able  to  fubfiil  our  own  army  for  a  certain  time.  The  ifiue 
of  that  expedition  was  not  according  to  our  wirnes. 

To  prove  to  your  Excellency  that  neither  the  troops  em- 
ployed upon  that  expedition,  nor  that  the  two  commanders 
were  wanting  in  tlicir  conduft,  or  acted  contrary  to  orders, 
I  liave  the  honour  to  prefent  to  your  Excellency  a  brief  re- 
lation of  that  melanclioly  affair,  with  the  reports  and  in- 
ftruftions. 

I  hope  we  (liall  fliortly  have  an  opportunity  to  repair  this 
check  ;  and  that  the  firft  news  your  Excellency  will  receive 
from  our  army  will  prove  more  fatisfaftory. 

Recommending  myfelf  to  your  Excellency's  goodnefs,  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  iJc.  Reidesel. 


^     A'lotiitt  of  an  Ajfa'ir  which  happniej ticar  Walloon-Crcek,  \6:b 
Augull,    1777. 

[In  Baron  dc  Reidefel'i  of  o.%th  AugirO:,    1777. 

.  ON  the  15th  of  Auguft,  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Sir 
Francis  Clarke,  aid  de  Camp  to  his  Excellency  General  iJiu-- 
goync,  brought  mc  the  order  to  march  immediately  with  the 
corps  under  my  command,  confillingof  a  battalion  of  grena- 
diers, one  of  chall'eurs,  one  rifle  company,  and  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  to  the  fupport  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  llaum. 

I  marched  at  9  o'clock  ;  and,  on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of 
carts,  I  put  two  boxes  of  ammunition  upon  the  artillery 
carts ;  each  foldicr  carried  forty  rounds  in  his  pouch. 

The  troops  being  obliged  to  ford  Eattenfeile,  I  was  de- 
tained a  confiderable  time  by  it;  the  number  of  hill.';,  ex- 
ccffive  bad  roads,  and  a  continued  rain,  impeded  our  march 
Jb  much,  that  w'e  fcarce  made  lialf  an  Engblli  mile  in  an 
hour;  each  gun  and  ammunition-cart  was  oliliged  to  be 
dragged  up  the  hills  one  after  anoilier  ;  one  artillery-cart  was 
overturned,  and  v/ith  the  greatell;  difficulty  was  p'iit  iiUto  a  fi- 
tuatiun  to  proceed. 

All 
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All  tliefc  difficulties  delnycd  us  much  ;  and  notwitliftaii,!- 
ing  every  means  was  ufcd,  and  no  trouble  or  labour  I'ljarcJ, 
it tvas  not  pofllble  fur  me  to  march  faftcr.  Our  guide  lol\ 
his  way,  and  after  a  long  Icarch  in  vain  Major  fiarncr  w;  i 
obliged  to  look  out  for  a  man,  who  put  us  again  in  tlie  ri-l.i 
road. 

All  thcfe  accidents  prevented  me  from  reaching  Canibrit';c 
the  evening  of  the  15th,  and  was  therefore  obliged  to  I1..U 
feven  miles  this  fide  of  it,  where  the  men  lay  upon  their  ium> 
all  night. 

r.efore  T  came  to  the  place  where  T  halted,  I  wrote  toLicur, 
Colonel  IJauni,  to  accpiainl  him  of  my  coming  to  his  fiij'- 
port.  Lieutenant  Flanncvman  went  with  this  account,  r.n.i 
from  thence  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Raum's  pofl,  where  he  nr- 
rived  at  11  o'clock  at  night ;  I  received  an  anfwcr  the  iirxt 
morning.  (16th)  Early  in  the  morning  I  marclicd  on;  Imt 
as  the  aVtillery-horfes  had  had  no  food  all  the  day  before,  ami 
very  little  during  the  night,  they  were  fo  weak  as  to  be  fcai>  c 
able  to  drag  tlie  cannon  ;  on  whicli  accoimt  our  march  w.ss 
Ycry  llow. 

Major  Earner,  with  the  advanced  guard,  was  obliged  to  go 
forwartis  to  prcis  horfes,  which  wc  inimedintely  made  ulc  ot, 
rmd  we  continued  our  march  as  faft  as  poihble,  till  about  two 
mdes  on  the  other  fide  of  Cambridge,  wlicrc  I  liakcd  about 
h.df  an  hour  to  affemble  the  troop?. 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  Colonel  Skcenc  knl 
me  two  men,  deiiring  an  oliiccr  and  twenty  men,  to  take  pof- 
fcffion  of  the  mill  at  St.  Coyk,  Vvhich  the  rebels  intended  pof- 
feiling  themfelvcs  of. 

Inilcad  of  the  detachment  which  lie  aiked  for,  I  lent  a  Capt. 
Gleilicnberg,  with  the  advanced  guard,  conliftmg  of  fuiy 
grenadiers  and  chaffcurs,  and  twenty  riflemen.  ^ 

1  followed  with  the  column  as  f;:{l  as  poifible  ;  upon  tliis 
march  an  ammunition-cart  broke  dovvn. 

At  half  paft  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I  reached  the  mill, 

and  found  the  advanced -guard  in  polTeflion  of  it,  and  all  quiet. 

I   muft  pofitively  declare,  that  neither  during  the  march, 

ncr  even  afier  I  reached  the  mill,  I  did  not  hear  a  fmgle  Ihot 

fired,  either  froni  fmnll  arms  or  cannon. 

Colonel  Skeene  was  at  the  mill ;  and  as  he  gave  me  to  up.-- 

derftand  that  the  corpR  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kaum  was  net 

al)ove  two  miles  from  me,  I  imagined  I  could  not  do  bettei 

■   than  puih  en  to  his  fupport  5  Colonel  Skcepc  w-.u  of  the  fame 
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fcpiiiion,  and  \VC  marched  on  over  the  bridge  ncurtlic  mill,  cn- 
dcavourinc;  to  reach  Colonel  Baum  as  loon  as  pollible. 

At  tliis  time  1  knew  nothingof  his  engagemc-iit  being  over; 
if  Colonel  Skeene  knew  it,  I  cannot  conceive  what  his  reafons 
were  for  concealing  it  from  me.  If  I  had  known  it,  I  certain- 
ly ihould  not  have  engaged  the  enemy. 
'  I  hadjcarce  palTcd  the  bridge  looo  yards  when  I  perceived 
»  confiderablc  number  of  armed  people,  fome  in  jackets,  feme 
in  fliirts,  who  were  endeavouring  to  gain  a  height  which  was 
on  my  left  flank. 

I  flicwed  thefe  people  to  Colonel  Skeene,  who  aflTarcd  me 
tliey  were  royalifts,  and  rode  up  towards  them,  and  called  out, 
but  received  no  other  anfwer  than  a  dilcharge  of  tire-arms. 
1  immediately  ordered  Major  Earner's  battalion  to  move  off 
towards  the  heights,  the  rilie  company  and  grenadiers  mo- 
ving towards  the  right,  and  then  began  the  aitack,  aad  lafled 
till  towards  eight  o'clock. 

The  cannon  were  poflcd  on  the  road  where  there  was  a 
Mock-houlc,  which  the  rebels  left  as  foon  as  they  began  to 
tire  upon  it. 

Notwithftanding  frefli  fupport  was  conllantly  coming  to 
tliem,  they  were  driven  from  every  height. 

The  troops  did  their  duty,   and  every  one  concerned  did 
the  fame.     As  all  the  ammunition  was  expended,   and  the 
cannon  ceaied  firing,  nothing  was  more  natural  than  to  ex-   , 
pcft  ihat  the  cnemy'would  renew  the  attack,  which,  in  faft, 
was  the  cafe. 

I  haftened  with  a  numl->er  of  men  towards  the  cannon,  in 
order  to  bring  them  olF.  On  this  occaiion  the  men  received 
the  mofl  dangerous  wounds,  particularly  Lieutenant  Span- 
gcnberg,  Ibme  fire-workers,  and  ibme  artillery  ;  the  horfes 
were  all  killed,  and  if  even  one  had  been  alive,  it  woukl  not 
have  been  pofTible  to  have  moved  him. 

In  order  then  not  to  rifque  every  thing,  as  I  could  not  return 
the  enemy's  fire,  as  foon  as  it  was  dark  I  rctiredovcrthebridge, 
■  )  which  I  broke  down,  brought  off  as  many  of  llic  wounded  as 
;  I  I  could,  and,  in  company  with  Colonel  Skeene,  arrived  about 
1  12  o'clock  at  Cambridge  :  where,  after  taking  tlie  neccflary 

)j  precautions,  I  remained  all  night,  and  the  next  day,  the  1 7th, 

*;  I  arrived  at  the  camp. 

I  This  is  the  befl  account  I  can  give  of  this  v\  hole  affair, 

f  The  lofs  of  my   cannon  gives  me  the  greatcfl  concern;  I 

'  did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  fave  them,  but  the  want  of 

t  anununition  pnventcd  me  not  only  from  returning  the  ene- 

?  -  my's 
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niy's  five,  but  even  of  getting  out  of  it ;  many  loft  their  lives 
r.nd  limbs,  nnd  could  I  have  laved  my  cannon,  I  would  witli 
plcafure  have  lacrliiccd  my  life  to  have  ciTeJled  it. 

Breyman,  Lieutenant-Colonel. 


Rc!au:H  r.(  lie  E.:!.cJ:uw  <.'.  ZJr.i;; ".;-/:«. 

{In  Barcn  dc  Reiaefer.(  cf  28.'*  Aug-'jl,  1777.] 

THERE  beinn;  great  difFxuIty  in  procuring  horfes  and  rar- 
riages  to  tranfport  thcii.iggage  and  provifionb  of  the  army,  10 
remedy  this  great  inconvenuncc,  which  retarded  the  iiiovj- 
ment  of  the  troops,  it  was  determined  to  fend  out  a  detncli- 
ment,  as  foon  as  expedient,  to  bring  in  horfes  for  the  above 
purpofe,  and  to  mount  the  Brunhs-ick  ilragoons,  if  a  fufficidu 
number  could  be  found.  The  army  being  alTcmbled  at  Fortl'.d- 
ward,  wh-r?  it  muft  necelVarily  halt  a  few  days  to  traiifjMut 
the  lloresai-.d  proviilons  over  tlie  carrying-place,  his  Excel- 
lency Lieutcnant-General  Burgoync  took  this  opportunity  of 
fending  out  a  detach.ment  under  liie  command  of  LicutcnaiU- 
Colonel  Baum,  who  was  to  have  the  following  troops  with 
him,  viz. 

Erunfwick  dragoons  _     -  -  -  \^o 

Captain  ]''ra/.er's  light  coni'pany  ^  .  r-^ 

reterM>roviuci:d  corps  -  -  ij, 

Provincials  and  Canadian  volunteers  -  ^6 

Indians  -  -  -  -  loo 


Governor  Skcen  was  alfo  fcnt  witli  this  detachment,  fiuiu 
whofe  fuppofed  knowledge  of  the  country  a^d  inlluciuc 
aiiinngruthc  inhnliitants  niucli  was  expected. 

By  Licutenant-CiiUincl  Bauin's  inllruflionr.  (a  copy  of 
which  i>  fcnt  herewith)  he  was  to  proceed  by  AiTrn'^ton,  Man- 
chefter,  .V.-Augua  9.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baum  m.urheJ 
from  I'ort  Edward  with  the  dragoons  to  hurt  Miller,  v/iui>i 
he  was  to  receive  from  the  ac!\  nnced  cor]is,  under  the  roin- 
mand  of  Brigadier-General  Fra/.er,  the  remainder  of  if.c 
troops  dcftiiicd  to  make  up  this  detachmenr. 

Auguft  10,  Obliged  to  halt,  ihe  Provin- ials  and  Indi;uis 
int:nded  for  him  bemg  gone  011  to  Stillwater ;  to  ma'-e  \i,i 
this  dtficiencv,  100  Germans  .vjrc  ordered  from  Licjteiinni- 

Colo,.,! 
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Colonel  Breymen's  corps  to  join  Licutcn.iru-Cohincl  Bnuin 
ibmc  Canadians  and  Indians  alio  joiiiLd  him,  Liui  not  l"j  in.iny 
js  were  iirft  ordered. 

His  Excellency  General  Jkirgoyne  this  day  cliancxd  the 
route  firfl  intcntled  for  viie  dctaclmicnt,  and  ordtied  i.icuiL- 
Tiant-Coloncl  Baum  to  march  dircLlly  to  .lknnin;;uin,  intel- 
ligence being  received  that  the  rebels  had  a  coniklerablir  nia- 
gfj'mc  there. 

Auguft  II.  Marched  and  took  noft  at  Buton-Kill  oj)pouLe 
S.nratoga. 

Auguft  12.  Proceeded  to  Ca'Tibridgc.  This  day  his  ad- 
vanced guard  fell  in  with  and  defeated  a  party  of  rtbdi,  took 
eight  prifoners,  lOOO  bufliels  of  wheat,  150  bjUock'--,  and  fe- 
vcral  odier  articles,  which  he  fent  back  to  camp,  iicre  he 
vas  informed,  that  there  wci-e  from  15  to  1800  of  the  cn-mv 
at  Bennington,  and  that  they  had  a  very  coniidciiililc  nn-.:- 
7ine  there,  bclidcs  2000  bullocks  and  300  horfe-'.  Iilpi^ 
r.ip;ed  by  the  fucccfs  of  his  firft  attack,  Lieutenant-Cu'ond 
IJaiiin  propofed  to  march  next  day  towards  lienningtmi,  and 
dillodgc  the  enemy  from  that  poft. 

Augufl;  V2.  He  fent  every  tlay  exaft  reports  of  his  pi'igi-els 
andiituation  to  (General  IJargoyne,  with  whicli  hi,  !,-;ccl- 
lency  was  pcrfeftly  fatisiied,  and  approved  of  his  ilcfiy.n  of 
.attacking  Bennington,  fo  foon  as  Lieutenaiit-Culon;  1  Jl.r.im 
was  fully  informed  of  the  enemy's  number,  and  lituatit^.i,  and 
that  it  might  be  attempted  with  a  profpcft  of  fuccef-,  ^nd 
without  running  any  rillc, 

Auguft  13.  T!ie  detachment  marched  out  and  took  poft 
four  miles  on  this  fide  of  Bennington. 

Auguft  14.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baum  being  ready  to 
march  ofTeaily  in  the  morning,  lie  was  attacked  by  a  body  of 
700  rebels,  vAio,  after  having  a  few  Ihot  hred  at  them,  retired 
and  difperfcd. 

By  fome  prifoners  taken  upon  this  occafion,  and  from  fome 
rovalift,  who  came  in,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baum.  was  in- 
formed, that  the  enemy  were  ftrongly  entrenched  at  Benning- 
ton, that  they  expcfted  a  large  reinforcement  friim  riie  rebel 
army,  and  intended  to  attack  him  as  loon  as  the  reinforce- 
ment had  joined  them. 

On  receiving  this  information  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  very 
properly  deferred  his  intention  of  pulliing  on  to  Bennington, 
and  halted  in  his  poft,  fending  off  an  exprel's  to  infoi-ni  Gene- 
ral Burgoyne  of  his  lituation,  and  dcfiring  that  feme  troops 
may  be  ordered  to  fuftam  him. 
Vol.  V ill  I  i    .  Ausuft 
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Aun;uft  14.  His  i'vport  was  wi'otc  in  fuch  !iip;h  fii'irits,  th;it 
tli.j  Cifncral  was  iiuluccd  to  believe,  that  he  alkcd  for  a  rciii- 
forcc  neni:  more  to  enalile  him  to  attac'K  the  enemy  than  fr>i;a 
any  apj-»rehcnlion  oT  liis  corps  being  in  ohinii,er  of  being  at- 
tacked. 

'  In  confequcncc  of  the  above  information,  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel ]!rcyman  was  ordered  to  march  with  his  corps  (the  bai- 
lalion  of  grenadiers  and  J)araci's  battalion,  about  500  nun) 
ant!  two  pieces  of  cannon  to  fuftain  Lieutenant-Colonel  Uanni, 
and  an  otHcer  was  fcnt  off  to  inform  the  latter,  that  Lieutc- 
riant-Coloncl  Breymanhad  begun  his  march  early  the  i5ih. 

The  diftancc  between  the  two  corps  rendered  this  rein- 
forcement iifelefs  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Banm,  as  they  cuukl 
not  get  np  time  enough  to  fupport  biim. 

Aug'.'.ft  I  5.  Some  fmall  parties  were  fecn  near  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  J]aum's  poiT:,  who  always  retired  upon  being  i'ued 
upon.  Accounts  were  abb  received,  that  the  rebels  exoeftul 
every  hour  a  large  reinforcement  from  their  army  ;  however, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  llauni,  being  allured  that  Breynian's 
corps  were  on  tlieir  march  to  fuftain  him,  determined  to  main- 
tain his  pofb,  notwithftanding  the  great  numbers  of  the  ene- 
my. Fie  took  every  poilible  precaution,  unLJ  ];oftcd  his  tJe- 
tachment  to  the  greateft  atlvant.^ge, 

AugufI:  16.  In  the  morning  feveral  bodies  of  men  in  arnn 
were  obferved  approaching  his  poft.  Lieutenant-Colontl 
Baum  w'as  allured  thev  were  royallfts,  but  their  number  en- 
crealing,  he  ordend  out  parties  to  reconnoitre,  and  foon  pir- 
celved  he  was  funounded  by  the  rebels  from  Bennington,  re- 
inforced by  alargc  ciLtachrnent  froiTi  Mr.  Arnold's  army  ;  on 
a  lignal  being  nvddc  by  the  rebels  about  half  paft  ten,  he  was 
attacked  on  all  fides  by  fuperior  numbers  ;  he  maintained  his 
poll;  above  two  h.ours,  and  often  repulfcd  the  enemy,  hut 
Imding  that  his  men  had  expended  all  their  ammunition,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Breyirun's  corps  not  yet  appearing,  he 
wasobligeil  to  think  of  a  retreat  with  the  dragoons  (the  Pro- 
vinciaU,  Canadians  and  Indians  being  already  cut  off  from 
liim).  He  twice  forced  h.is  way  through  the  enemy,  and  was 
as  often  attacked  by  fre fir  troops  ;  as  a  laft  refource,  he  or- 
dered his  men  to  draw  their  fwords  and  rulli  in  upon  the  ene- 
my, where,  notwithftanding  every  effort  of  bravery,  this  corps 
cverpowered  by  fuperior  numbers  was  entirely  broke,  and  we 
know  not  as  yet  w!'.;',t  has  been  llieirfale. 

Seven  dragoons  have  cfcaped  and  joined  the  army.  It  i» 
Jaid    Lieutenant-Colonel   Baum  is  wounded,   and  no  doubt 
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numbers  of  xhc  officers  and  men  arc  killed  and  wounded.  The 
,-nortsof  thole  who  elcaped  early  arc  lo  various  and  contra- 
•V'lory  that  thzrc  is  no  depending  upon  them.  They  all 
however  a.qree,  that  the  rebels  were  between  three  and  four 
thoufand  Itrong. 

Exiraf}  of  a   Later  from  .SVr  William  Howe  to  Lord  Gcorgt 
Gemiaine,  dated  Philadelphia,  ?  ijl  Oaober,  1777. 

{Received  ift  December.] 

THE  indofures,  No.  5,  6,  7,  S,  and  9,  have  l,ceii  aifo  . 
tranfmittcd  to  me  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  a,n  forry  to  ob-  , 
ferve  by  them  the  verv  critical  urAiation  ot  (.Tcncral  J.ur- 
coyne's  armv.  He  no  doubt  had  iV.cccis  on  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember ;  at  the  lame  time  ih.n  ncTicn  not  being  occifive 
would,  by  leaving  him  a  number  of  wounded  10  tranlport,  ac- 
cumulate his  dlllicukies  in  proceeding  to  Albany.  ^ 

I  have  reafon  to  believe  he  had  a  lecond  action  on  the  71a 
inflant,  in  which,  by  the  enemy's  report,  they  were  luccels- 
ful-  but  this  remains  extremely  doulnful,  as  they  are  ever 
ready  to  propagate  the  moft  direft  falfehoods  upon  every  oc- 
calion. 

Cop,  of  a  Letter  frcm  Ueulenant-Ceneral  V,mjo^-nt  to  General 
!i'/r  William  Howe,  dated  Camp  at  bort-i^duard,  Augulb  0. 
1777.  ivhh  a  Note  anne,ed,  received fr,:n  Sir  Henry  Llinton, 
oaober  7. 

[7^/5;rWilliam  Howe's  of  2 1>' October,  1777.] 

I  RFCFlYEDyefterdaytheduplicateof  your  letter  of  the 
17th  luly,  and  fliall  flrlc^ly  obferve  the  contents.  ^'lY  pro- 
<r,cfsfrom  Skeenlborough  hither  was  very  laborious,  through 
a  country  naturally  difficult,  the  roads  and  bridges  ;dl  oroken 
up,  and  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  v.ho  retired  nev.:nhelel. 
from  poft  to  poft  with  confiderablc  Ids  in  killed  and  pnloners, 
and  without  any  other  troops  engaged  on  our  fide  than  In- 
dians and  Provmcials,  and  thofe  have  luffered  no  orherwile 
than  in  a  few  wounds.  I  have  had  the  tuUeft  tatisfaft-on  in 
■    the  alacrity  of  the  army,  and  the  lUue  has  juai.icd  my  peile- 
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vcv.incc  111  prulci'i-ing  thii  route  to  the  retrograae  movcninu 
wliich  it  would  have  been  to  hrxve  taken  the  more  coiiuiukH- 
ous  one  by  Ticonc'jroga  ^nil  Lake  George.  The  g;;riiluii  of 
Fort-George,  in  ii:'nger  of  being  cut  off  liy  ray  iiiovenn;i'. 
direaiy  upon  iIr  Hu'llbn's  River,  al)?,nd.)n'eJ,  as  I  liiuj  i-\- 
■  ]ica-ecl,  the  fort,  and  burned  the  vcile'.s  ddigned  ior  tliL- de- 
fence of  the  Lal.c.  The  iiril  end)arkation  therefore  fr(-in  Ti- 
eunderoga,  wh.ie'i  I  liad  ordered  lo  be  ready  for  that  purpolV, 
palled  the  Lake  the  day  1  took  polleflion  of  thij  iniporlant 
eonimunication  liy  land,  and  the  battcaux,  \\liieli,  iiaJ  1 
taken  the  other  I'o'.Ue,  muft  have  been  deftinecl  to  tlie  tro(>ps, 
wcie  now  employed  lor  the  tranfoort  of  part  of  the  maga/.liu^, 
whieli  puts  me  well  forward.  I  have  nevertheUfs  been  com- 
pelled impatiently,  Init  inevitably,  to  give  confiderahle  ti> 
pafs  artillery,  provifion  and  batteauK  over  lb  long  a  carrying 
plaec  as  fourteen  Hides,  with  a  fmall  number  of  hori'es  ainl 
carriages  re!'pe£tivcly  to  th.c  work.  Your  F.Aeelieney, will 
likewile  fee  the  neeelTity  of  t'ortifying  fome  pofis  in  i'o  very 
long  a  communication.  1  hope,  however,  to  move  to  S:ita- 
toga  (where  the  enemy  is  at  nrel'ent  poibed,  but  makingdifpo- 
i'ltion  to  retreat)  in  a  few  days,  but  as  I  have  a  carrying-place 
at  i'"oit  Miller,  and  another  at  Stillwater,  T  do  not  apprehend 
it  will  be  pofi'.lile  lobe  inpoffeflion  of  Albany,  even  fup[:o- 
fin";  the  enemy  Ihould  not  fland  a  battle,  before  the  2ml  or 
2  ';d.  SluLi'id  the  opportunity  of  any  flroke  offer,  I  certainly, 
where  T  e:in  convey  neeelfary  iirovilion  only,  !hnl!  not  w;ui 
t!ie  eariL.'ge  of  the  tents  or  any  other  baggage.  Dtnang  my 
flay  here,  the  Indians  have  done  good  fervice  ;  not  a  eav 
palles  without  priloi'icrs  !iroughrin,  fome  from  miles  behind 
the  enemy's  camp.  I  have  dictachments  of  leventeen  dilfe- 
rent  nations.  There  is  indlnite  diilkulty  to  manage  ilicni. 
up  their  terror,  and  avoid  their 
great  mealure  fuececdetl.  Thcv 
atp  the  dead  onlv,  and  fpare  tlie 
mhaliit.mts.  1  believe  the  fealp  of  the  famous  parti/an 
\Vhitcombe,  who  killed  i^rigadier  Gordon  laft  year,  to  he  in 
their  pofleilion.  Mr.  Arnold  profelbes  an  intention  lo  ftaiul 
an  action  fo.newhere  about  Aliiany.  I  vet  hear  nothing  of 
ivlr.  Waihington.  St.  Leger  is,  1  am  ailiircd  by  intelligenee, 
jn  Ojicration  about  Fort  Stanwix.  One  reafon  of  my  ini)\i- 
tieiiee  to  gain  the  mwiith  of  the  Mohawk  is  to  favour  him.  I 
liope  ihcdiineukiei  of  communicating  widi  yoir  lixeclhncy 
will  foon  uecrcafe.  I  fent  a  confidential  melfenger  to  you 
foaiv  days  ago,   who  I    hope   arriyed  f.ife.     'i'lie   letter  you 

mentr.]) 
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1  to  keep 

cruelty.   I 

think  I 
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arracl;  ver 

•  btavel 

',  they  k 
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D    E    S     A    T    E    S. 


^,  .  ..-luion  to  hnvc  been  interGcptod  in  a  c;inteeii  was  not  fcm  me 
i  cor  to  you.  It  was  an  attcmin  of  iiiaici-ial  purpoic  liad  it 
fe'Tuccfeded,  without  any  pollibli;  (.lilaJvautagu  happening  fioni 
';  tlicJilcovery. 

^'     Ab  I'mean  Sir  Hcnvy  Clinton  to  read  tlils  leUev  in  its  paf- 
-  fane,  I  do  not  write  to  liini  toparatcly.      I\Iy  b.  u  willies  and 
:liVclion  to  Imiti. 

I  .ini,  with  every  poflible  fentiment  of  relpefl;  and  attach- 
ment, Sir,  ike. 


Tirrport  cf  a  Dlfpauh  on  or  ahout  ihc  zoth  y  July,  I/77. 
ON  the   i6tli  inflant  theenemy  d:ll'HV:eJ   frr:ii  I'icondc 


rsga,  and  were  driven  on  the  fanv:  day  b^vwi;  i  i-  :..  cnllmr  li-gh 
on  the  right,  and  to  Hubevton  on  the  Iclr,  \,':-\\  Icis  of  12S 
plcees  of  cannon,  all  their  armed  gailies  and  ammanition, 
•      military  llores  and  provifion,  to  a  vafl;  amount. 

On  the  two  fucceeding  days,  tlie  afccndency  of  his  Ma- 
jcicy's  arms  was  further  cita'Dblhed,  by  two  fcjiarate  aftions,  at 
liiftant  places  and  againft  uiperior  numbers,  in  \\I]leh  tlie  ene- 
iiiv'slofs  amounted  to  above  llx  hunilreil  dead  upon  the  li.ld, 
aliovc  three  times  that  number  wounded,  and  one  Colonel, 
It'ven  captains,  ten  fubaltevns  and  near  iour  liundreLl  pri- 
foncrs. 

Of  the  King's  troops  were  Idllcd  one  mnjor,  one  capt:nn, 
three  lieutenants,  one  volunteer  lieutenant  of  marines,  two 
lerjeants,  forty -one  rank  and  file. 

Wounded  two  raaiors,  live  captains,  ten  lieutenants,  one 
volunteer,  thirteen  ferjeants,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  rank 
and  lile. 

Major  Grant  of  the  z.\\.\\  re'jiment  was  the  iiekl-oinccr 
killed. 


Copv  of  a  Note  fram  Lifiitoiani  General  Bnrgoync  to  Lieutenant 
General  Sir  Henry  Cli'Uon,  i/ivivj  23/ Sejitembcr,  1777. 
Received  ^th  Oclober. 

[h  Sir  AViUiam  Howe'.-  of  21JI  OR.  iJTJ.] 

HAVE  loft  the  old  cypher,  but  being  Ktc,  from  the  te- 
nor of  your  lettC'-,  you  meant  it  lb  to  be  ie.:d,  I  have  made 
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It  out.  An  attack,  or  tlie  menace  of  an  attack  upon  Mont- 
gomery muft  be  of  great  ule,  as  it  will  tli-aw  away  a  part  ct 
tliis  force,  and  I  will  follow  them  clofc.  Do  it,  my  dcz: 
friend,  diredly.  Yours  ever  faillifully, 

J.  B. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  L'lcntenant  GeHCral  Burtroyne  to  Licit'.:':  <x: 
General  Sir  H.  CVmton,  dated  2'itb  Sept.  177;,  R.wi^.-J 
^th  Oftober,  1777. 

[/«67r William  Howc'i  of-ifi  Oa.  1777.] 

Sir, 

THE  bearer.  Captain  Camphcl'i,  an  nfFiccr  of  great  iir'i 

and  full  confidence,  is  cliai'ged  with  an  exaft  duplicate  of  ii.y 

meflage  to  your  Excellency  difpatclicJ  ycflerday  by  anoth'.v 

olhccr.     I  requcfl  the  moft  fpeedy  aiU'wer  by  triplicates. 

Eelievc  ine,  f.c.  J.  ]iUE.GOYNE. 

Copy  of  an   Lndofnrc  received  from    TJciitnirnt   Cciicrnl  Sir  II. 
Clinton,  ivith  tljc  above  Lrltcr. 

CONVERSATION  with  Captain  Campbell  fent  by  Ge- 
neral Burgoynetomc. 

He  faid  he  was  defired  by  General  Burgoync  to  tclhv.c 
that  the  General's  whole  army  did  not  exceed  5000  men  ; 
that  the  confequences  of  the  battle  on  the  icjih  were  the  lo:> 
of  between  five  and  fix  hundred  men  ;  th;it  tlu-  enemy  wcie 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  him  ;  that  l;c  knew  not  lluir 
numbers  for  certain,  but  believed  them  to  b-  twelve  or  four- 
teen thoufandmen  ;  that  there  was  lielidcs  thai  a  confidcr;il>le 
body  in  his  rear.  That  he  wiflied  to  ixceive  ir:y  orders  wlii- 
the>-  hefliould  attack,  or  retreat  to  the  lakes.  ;  that  he  had  hut 
provifions  to  the  20th  of  this  month  ;  and  that  he  would  r.ot 
liave  given  up  his  communications  with  Ticondcroga,  had  lie 
not  cxpefted  a  co-operating  army  at  Albany.  That  ht 
wiilicd  to  know  my  poiitive  anfv.'cr,  as  foon  as  poffible,  wlv:- 
tiicr  I  could  open  a  communication  with  Alhanv,  when  I 
lliould  he  there,  and  when  there  keep  my  communica;io;i 
with  New- York;  that  if  he  did  not  hear  from  ine  by  the 
1 2th  inftant  he  fliould  retire. 

To  which  I  returned  the  following  anfwer  by  Capt.  Camp- 
bell, viz.  That  not  having  received  any  imlruftions  from  tiie 
commander  in  chief,  relative  to  the  northern  atmy,  and  un- 
.icquninted  even  •:  l  his  intentions  concerning  the  operatioin 
ci  thnt.army,  excepting  his  willies  tlut  they  ihould  get  to  Al- 
•     3  >-  baiiv. 
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\  Mny,  Sir  H,  Clinton  cannot  prefumc  to  give  any  orders  to 

I   (icncral    Burgoyne.      General  Biirgoyne  could  not   iuppole 

i    ;!i.U  Sir   H.  Clinton  had  an  idea  of  penetrating  to  Albany 

I    <viili  the  fmall  force  he  mentioned  in  his  lafl;  letter.     What  he 

I   cfFcred  in  that  letter  he  has  now  undertaken  :  cannot  by  any 

:    moans  promiie  hinifelf  fucccfs,    but  hopes  it  will  be  at  any 

ntc  fcrviceable  to  General  Burgoyne,  as  General  Burgoyne 

lays  in  his  letter  anfvvering  the  offer  '•'  that  even  the  menace 

ol  an  attack  would  be  of  ulc." 

Cil>y  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to 
Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne,  dated  Fort  Montgoiiierv,  Zti} 
•  Oftober,  1777. 

[//2  5/r  William  Howe'i  o/aiyZ  Gel.  1777.] 

Dear  Sir, 
nous  yvoili'i,  and  nothing  now  between  us  but  Gate;.     I 
fincerely   hope   this  little  fucccfs  may  facilitate  your  opera- 
tions. 

In  anfvver  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  September,  by  C.     ' 
C.  I  fhall  only  lay,  1  cannot  prefumc  to  order,   or  even  ad- 
vile,  for  rcafons  obvious.     I  heartily  will;  you  iliccefs, 
and  am,  &:c. 

H.C. 

Cepy  of  a  Letter   from  Liciitcn.vit  Genera!  Bm-goyne  to  Lieute- 
nant General   Sir  Henry    Clinton,    dated  2jth  September, 
if  I777>  ^"^  received  at  Fort  Montgomery  c)ih  Oftober,  1  777. 

[,  1  [/«  Sir  William  Howc'i  fzift  Oft.  i  777.] 

Sir, 
CAPTAIN  Scott,  of  the  24th  regiment,  is  entrufled  with 
the  fuUeft   difpatches   and  communications   neccflary  to  be 
known  by  your  Excellency.     He  is  anoificer  of  great  merit, 
and  intitled  to  the  fuUe ft  confidence. 

I  requeft  you  to  return  your  orders  bv  triplicates,  by  diffe- 
rent routes,  reckoning  that  your  old  cypher  fubfifts. 
■  I  I  am,  &;c. 

I  J.  BuP.GOYNE. 

'       Copy  of  an  Ltclofure  received  from  Licutcntuit  General  Sir  M'^nrv 
Clinton  •ivil/j  tlje  abuve  Letter. 

CAPTAIN  Scott,   of  the  24th  regiment  arrived,  on  the 
jtli,  from  General  Burgoyne,  faid  that  the  army  under  the 

Gene- 
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General's  conimaml,  amounting  105000  men,  confificcl  of  the 
following  corps.  | 

I!i-ififli  2000,  Provincial  V.  5C0,  Germans  2500  ;  tliai  tl;c       '• 
rebel  rrmy  v.-rs  ;''iour  i';,ooo,  u^iiots  a  liocly,  luppolcd  to  It      | 
aboui   .•/-/.'J.   1:1:1;    are  hove rin';- about  ;  that  the  contincntil      I. 
troop,   alwi.j    aqriun.f   ,o   ii;c  nuinher  of  Cjeneral  BurcoviK-'s      * 
arm)-,     lioth  aniiics  were  incamped  :v  fe\v  miles  above  Stiil- 
W'atur,  an'.l  the  diftance  not  exceeding  a  mile  and  a  !iall",  in 
many  places  not  more  than  lialf  a  mile,  the  ground  of  botli 
armies  very  flrong.     General  iiurgoyne   can  remain  in  l.iis 
preicnt  pofuion  until  the  I2lh,  or  until  the  i6th,  fhouki  it  I  r 
certain  that  the  communication  would  be  open  by  thattiiii;', 
between   the   armies  of   General  Clinton   and  Cvcn^ral  IJiir- 
goyne  ;   if  not,    it  will  be  neceliary  he  Ihoukl   make  good  liis       I 
letrcat  to  Canada  before  the  ice  lets  in.  i 

_  General  Rurgoyne  begs  that  Sir   Henry  Clinton  will  give       f 
him  an   anfwer,  conveying  the    plaiiielt  and    mofl.    polhivc       | 
meaning  how  he  lliould   af^,   for  the  good  of  his  A-Iajcilv  ;       f 
whether  he   fnould   proceed  to  Albany,  or  to  make  good  jiis       j 
retreat  to  Canada.  ,    He   cannot  ftay  longer  than   tlie  ladi         ■ 
fliould  he  be  obliged  to   retire  to  Canada,  nor  longer  tlaii  tho       | 
1 6th  fliould  he  proceed  to  Albany.    -He  was  obliged  to  give       | 
up   tlie  communication' between   him  and   the   lakes,  onjii;       ? 
quitting  the  heights  of  Saratoga.     Was  he  to  get  to  Albany, 
■  he  does  nottiiink  he  could  be  fupplied  with  provifions  for  tl:;; 
winter  ;  the  country  there,  and  on  the  Mohawk  river,  bciii!' 
much  drained,  unlefs  the  communication  is  opened  bctwciii 
Albany  and  New  York. 

In  the  aftion  of  the  igtii  of  Septemlu-r,  the  Eritifli  tronps 
acquired  great  honour,  though  noniateria!  advantage  was  re;i- 
ped  from  it,  night  coming  on  prevented  it.  The  enemy 
fougiit  with  a  good  deal  of  obflinacy.  Our  lofs  about  1530, 
mofll  V  Britilh,  killed  and  wounded  ;  that  of  tb.e  enemy  about  '\ 
1200. 

■    General   Burgoyne  begs   Sir  Henry  Clinton  will  fend  du- 
plicates cither  in  writing  or  verbally,  as  loon  as  pofiible. 

General  Burgoyne  thinks  he  could  force  his  v.-ay  to  /\l!-,n- 
ny  ;  butunhis  aiTured  that  the  communication  between  tli.it 
place  and  New-York  was  kept  open,  he  could  not  fubfift  liis 
army  during  the  winter. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Vifcount  Howe  to  Lord  George  Gcr- 
I         maine,d^rf,/,  Eagle,  o^'New-York,  20.'/!)  September,  1776.* 

\_Reccived  3^/ November.] 
My  Lord, 
FINDING  in  aconvevfation  witli  Mr.  Sullivnn,  a  M:ijor- 
General  in  the  rebel  army,  taken  prlfoner  In  the  adtion  of  the 
27th  Auguft,  that  the  leaders  of  the  difafFefted  Americans 
profeiled  to  underftand  the  powers  delegated  by  the  King's 
commiffion,  were  reflrlfled  to  granting  pardons  and  declar- 
ing the  colonies  at  peace,  without  authority  to  enter  into  any 
dil'cuffion  of  grievances,  I  thought  proper  to  inform  ihat  gen- 
tleman, that  the  objeft  of  his  Majefty's  paternal  dcfire  was  to 
make  his  American  fubjefts  happy,  as  well  as  to  relieve  them 
from  the  calamities  of  vvar;---ihat  the  commiilioners  were 
willing  to  confult  and  confer  with  any  perfons  of  influence 
upon  the  means  of  attaining  thofe  ends ;  and  that  reconcili- 
ation, union,  and  rcdrefs  of  grievances  might  be  the  happy 
confcquence.  Mr.  Sullivan  hereupon  propofed,  and,  with 
General  Howe's  approbation,  I  confentcd,  thathc  fhouldgo  to 
Philadelphia,  and  undeceive  thofe  who  appeared  to  entertain 
that  confined  opinion  of  the  King's  mofl  gracious  intentions. 
On  the  9th  inftant,  he  returned  and  acquainted  me,  that  h.e 
had  made  known  the  ftntlmenis  I  had  expvefled  to  him,  and 
that,  according  to  the  tenor  of  a  refolutionof  Congrefs,  three 
deputies  might  foon  be  expcfted  in  this  province  to  enquire 
more  particularly  into  the  grounds  of  the  iniormation  he  had 
communicated. 

I  have  the  honour  to  fend  inclofed  to  your  Lordfliip  a  copy 
of  that  rtfolution. 

Although  the  objcft:  of  this  deputation  apparently  was  to 
Interrogate  rather  than  to  confer,  (3encral  Howe  concurred  in 
opinion  with  m.e,  that  I  fliould  not  on  that  account  decline 
any  propofition  for  a  meeting.  W'c  thought  it  materi.U  to 
contravert  the  real  or  affefled  ideas  before  mentioned,  which 
had  probably  been  circulated  with  a  view  to  pcrluadc  the  ig- 
norant, that  the  offer  of  peace  and  pardon,  held  tbrth  111  our 
declaration  of  the  14th  July,  was  merely  an  artihce  to  dii'arm 
them,  and  that  their  liberties  and  properties  were  only  to  be 
fecured  by  a  peneverance  in  their  relolution  to  throw  olf  all 
dependence  upon  the  King'  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 


*This  Irit  rwa.  laid  Uf-re  tht  Houfc  of  I.-.rds  en^r. 

Vol.  VIII.  K  k 
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In  the  r\'ening  of  the  fame  day  I  received  information,  ib,'. 
Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  John  Adams  and  Mr.  Rulledgc  would 
meet  me  at  any  appointed  plaee  on  tlie  morning  of  the  i  iili. 
General  Howe's  prefencc  being  that  day  ncceli'iiry  with  the 
army,  he  could  not  accomi^any  me  to  the  niectlnL';,  whlili  1 
appointed  Ihould  be  on  Staten  llland,  oppofite  to  the  town  o'.' 
Ainboy. 

I  accjuainted  them,  that  the  King's  defu'e  to  rcflore  tl.c 
public  tranquility,  and  to  render  his  Aiuerl-  :in  luhjicls  hp.)ij)y 
in  a  permanent  union  with  Great  Britain,  hud  inJiu^-d  hitn  to 
conltitute  commiflioners  u^'on  the  I'pot  to  remove  tljc  rellrii- 
tions  upon  tiaJe  and  inrcr^oune,  to  difpcnic  the  royal  clr- 
inency  to  iliofe  who  had  been  hurried  away  iVom  tlieir  alleL;i- 
ancc,  to  receive  repielentations  ot  griesancc"!,  and  to  ilileu!) 
the  means  whcreliy  that  mi.runl  conf;dciuc  and  juft  rchitiun 
which  ought  to  fu 'jfift  between  the  colonies  and'  the  pareiU 
flatc  might  he  icfloretl  and  prcferved.  1  alfo  gave  them  tu 
underftanJ,  that  his  Maiefly  was  eraciouJly  dif|'oled  to  a  rc- 
vilion  of  huh  ot  his  royal  Inuruftions  as  might  have  laid  ton 
nuich  reftraint  upon  their  kgillation,  ami  to  concin-  in  a  rc- 
vifal  of  a;iy   of  the  plantation-laws  .by   which   the  colonics 

,  might  be  aggrieved-  — that  the  commiihoners  were  earnefl  on 
their  part  to  prevent  the  farther  efl'ufjon  of  Mood,  ::iul  to  pro- 
ceed upon  all  fuch  mealures  as  might  expedite  the  accom- 
plilliment  of  the  purpofcs  of  th.ir  comni'liion---ihat  tliiv 
were  willing  to  confer  widi  any  of  his  Maiclly's  fui-jcas,  anJ 
to  treat  with  delegates  of  the  colonies  legally  ch(}len,  upon  all 

.  matters  relating  to  grievance-,  and  regula.ii.  i.-'.s---]iii,:  that-,  fir 
very  obsious  realbns,  we  coaUl  not  enter  into  any  tio.Lty  witli 
thtir  Congrels,  and  nuieh  Icis  proceed  in  a.uy  co:iftrencc  or 
ncgoriatioii-upon  the  iiKnlmiiiilile  gronnd  oi  in'b.'p'„inicrn  v,  a 
}ir:tenfiOii  winch  the  coiimudiuners  had  no'-,    r.cr  was  it  pel- 

The  three  gentlemen  v/tie  vei-y  cxjibLit  in  ^I!elr'oJ^l^iol;•, 
that  the  alfoci^itetl  colonic,  woia'd  not  a.cc^lc  to  any  peat  c  or 
alliance,  but  as  free  and  lin'cpendent  liatc;- ;  anJ  tlicv  ni- 
dcavoured  to  prove  that  Great  llritain  would,  cienve  nioi'c  ix- 
tenlive  and  more  durable  a;! /ant ages  from  ,'u(  h  an  tilhaia;, 
than  from  the  connexion  it  was  ilic  oI)ittt  of  ilie  eo.-nn.iifiui 
to  reftoi-e.  Their  arguments  not  meriting  .i  ibrif  us  alti.;it,^'i , 
the  converfationcndetl,and  the  gentlemen  re  te.rned  to  .Atiila:\ . 

Jii  conlcijuence  of  the  rc!ult  ui  the  al)o\c  nieniioiied  iiita- 
viev,',  we  judged  it  neceHary  to  puldilli  t!ic  (bn  l.nation  in- 
doled  iit  our  joint  letter  to  vour  Lordlliip  of  this  da   's  i'"f 

3'         /  '       ''      "if 
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If  I  liave  troubled  your  LortlflTip  with  a  nariMti\c  ton  loii:^ 
3ncl  unimportant,  you  will  do  mc  t!ie  iiiftice  to  impute  it  to 
the  define  1  have  of  conm-iunicatinq  every  circumftance  fi-oin 
whence  it  is  poflible  for  your  Lordlliip  to  col'cft  information 
of  the  principles  and  conduiSt  of  thole  ^vllo  itill  poliels  the 
government  of  this  unhappy  country, 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  as  the  rebel  army  remain  ftrongly 
pofted  at  the  nonh  part  of  the  illand  of  New-York,   and  the 


inhabitants  wh.o  had  fled,  or  been  comnellci 


le  city 


hefore  the  King's  troojis  took  poUcIiion  of  it,  are  not  veuirncd, 
we  have  it  not  yet  in  our  power,  even  were  it  expedient  in  the 
prefcnt  moment,  to  efieft  the  compleat  re-ellaljliiluncnt  of 
tiie  civil  government  of  this  tliftrift. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  6.;.  Ho^v£. 

Copy  of  n  Letter  from  the  Comm'ilJloucrs  fur  rcjloring  Pence  to  hh 

jMajefys   Colonies  in   Jinertea    to   Lorel  Cjeorge  Germaine, 

r/fift-^  New- York,   3  (Z?  November,  1776.* 
[iv:.'aTir<i'30.'/.  JJecember.J 
My  Lord, 

A  PROCLAMATION  (of  which  we  have  the  honour  to 
enclofe  a  copy)  is  the  only  ftep  we  have  judged  jiropcr  to 
take  in  the  execution  of  our  jomt  commiifion,  lince  our  dif- 
patchcs  of  the  20lli  of  Sei'tembcr.  The  military  operations 
have  been  fo  decilive  in  their  fcvcral  objeifls,  that  we  may  rea- 
fonably  exjifft  Ibine  good  confequences  from  the  meafure,  not 
only  amongft  the  dcfponding  multitude,  who  have  been  com- 
pelled or  deluded  into  the  prefent  rebellion,  and  whofe  incli- 
nations, we  perfuade  ourielves,  are  on  the  fide  of  govern- 
ment, but  amongft  thofc,  wh.o,  perhaps  dcipairing  of  being- 
able  to  fave  their  properties  from  the  forfeiture  they  had  in- 
curred, could  entertain  no  hope  of  lecurity  but  by  a  perfevc- 
vance,  to  the  utmofl:  extremity,  in  retaining  the  powers  they 
had  once  ufurped. 

Notwithftantllng  tlie  atrocious  delinquency  of  fome  of  the 
leaders  and  inftigators  of  the  war,  we  were  unwilling,  in  the 
prei'entfituationof  atfairs,  to  exclude  any  of  them  from  the  be- 
nefit of  the  King's  mercy,  fiiould  they  be  dilpoledto  return  to 
their  jufl  allegiance  within  the  period  limited  by  our  pro- 
clamation. 

Punifliment  of  thofe  who  have  been  mofl  eminently  guilty 
may  be  expedient  for   the  fake  of  example  to  futinx  times : 


iJ  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords  or'y, 

K  k  2         -  but 
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but  the  re-efta'oliniment  of  perkft  penes  nnd  tranquility  lic- 
ing  the  principal  ob'ieft  of  our  conimifiion^  \vc  afl'urc  ouiftlvft 
that  his  Majefty  will  gracioufly  approve  of  that  general  lenity 
which  \vc  have  held  out  as  the  iiiofl;  probable  means  of  at- 
taining it.  Exceptions  from  his  Majcfty's  pardon,  as  well  3! 
any  prolongation  of  time  within  which  a  pardon  may  be  ob- 
tained, will  be  matter  of  future  conlideration,  accordinc;  to 
the  circumflanccs  that  may  arifc.  In  thefe  and  in  allotli':; 
refpefts,  your  Lordfliip  may  depend  upon  our  aftin;^  wit'i 
the  (Irifl-efl  attention  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Crown, 
and  to  the  fpcedy  acconiplilhmcnt  of  the  great  purpofcs  ot  our 
apj>ointmcnt. 

Addreffes  (copies  of  which  we  have  the  honour  toinrln'l') 
have  been  prcfented  to  us,  through  his  Excellency  (lovcrn  >; 
Tryon,  from  confiderable  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  th; 
city  and  county  of  New-York,  of  King's  couulv  and  (^i 
Queen's  county,  attefling  th.cir  allegiance  to  the  Uiiv;;  ;ip.l 
their  fubmiHion  to  the  conflitutional  authority  ot  Circjt  Bri- 
tain, and  praying  to  be  rellored  to  the  jieacc  of  his  Majcd/. 
Lord  Howe,  to  whom  the  addrelics  were  prel'ented  in  the  ah- 
fenceof  the  fTeneral,  did  not  think  proper-  to  return  any  other 
anfwer  than  that  Ije  would  take  the  carliefl:  opportunity  of  com- 
municating witli  Cieneral  Flowe  on  the  occalion.  Soi-ry  a; 
we  are  to  difappoint  the  cxpcilations  and  zeal  of  any  of  hii 
Mnjefty's  loyal  fubjefts,  when  we  confider  how  fmall  though 
important  a  part  of  this  cxtenlive  province  is  yet  profcllaiU' 
in  allegiance,  we  cannoi,  with  any  degree  of  propriety,  dc- 
clare  the  whole  at  peace  ;  and  to  open  the  trade  of  this  pro- 
vince partially,  even  coulil  any  trade  be  now  carrieil  on, 
would,  in  the  prelent  fituation  of  atfairs,  be  produflive  of  no 
good  efFeft,  and  might  introduce  fuch  abufes  as  would  dcf*it 
the  iotentions  of  the  prohibitory  aft. 

We  are,  iny  Lord,  6vc. 

(Signed)         Howk, 

W.  Howe. 

Ccpy    of  Proclamation  iffued  hy  tie   Khi^^s  Cimmiffiimri,   3:1'!/ 
November,  1776. 
\_In  their  Letter  of  Tptb  November,  1776.] 
By  Richard  Vifcount  Howe  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
AVilllam  Howe,  Eftj;  General  of   his   Majefly's  }''orcci 
in   America,    the    King's  Commiffioners   for   rcftorinj 
Peace  to  his  Majefly's  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  Norm 
America,  &c.  &:c.  <*.:c, 

PRO- 
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s  PROCLAMATION. 

^:         WHEREAS  by  our  declarations  of  the  nth  of  July,  nriil 
19th  of  Stpttmbcr  laft,   in  purfuance  of   liis  Maj'.fty's  inoft 
gi-acious  intentions   towards  his  lubjefts  in  the   colonics  of 
nrovinces  of  New  Hnnipfliire,   Mairachufett's  Eay,    Rhode 
in.iiid,  Connefticut,  New  York,  New  Jerley,    Penfylvanla, 
the  three  lower  cijunties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South    Carolina   and   Georgia,    all  pcrlons 
ipcedily  returning  to  their  jufl  allegiance  weic  promifed  a  free 
and  general  pardon,  and  were  invited  to  accept,  not  only  the 
blellmgs  of  peace,  but  a  fecure  enjoyment  of  their  liberty  and 
properties,  upon  the  true  principles  of  the  conflitution  ;  and 
whereas,  notwithftanding  the   faid  declarations,  and    the  ex- 
ample of  many  who  have  availed  themfelves  of  the  aflnrances 
therein  made  ;  fcveral  bodies  ot    armed  men,    in   open  con- 
tempt of  his  Majefcy's  proferred  clemency,   do  fliU  contmue 
their  oppofition  to  the  ellablifliment  of  legal  governmenr  and 
peace,  and  divers  other  lU-difpofed  perlbns,  punuing  their  own 
ambitious  purpofes  in   the  excrcife  of   a  lawlefs  influence  and 
power,  are  ufing  frclh  endeavours,  by  various  arts  and  mitre - 
prefentations,  to  alienate    the  confidence  and  affeftion  of  liis 
Majefly's  fuhjefts ;  to  defeat    every  plan   of   reconcdi.ition, 
and  to  prolong  the  unnatural  war  between  Great  IJritain  and 
her  colonies ;  now,  in  order  to  the  more   efl'eftual    accom- 
plilliment  of  his  NIajefty's  moft  gracious  intentions,   ;ind  the 
jpeedy    reftoration  of  the  public  tranquility  ;   and  duly  con- 
fidering  the  expediency   of  limiting  the    time  within  which 
ifuch  pardon  as  aforefaid  Ihall  be  granted,   and  of  fpccifying 
the  terms    upon   which   only  the  lame  fliall  and  may  be  ob- 
tained, we  do  in  his  Majefly's  name,    and   by  virtue  of  the 
powers  committed  to  us,  hereby  charge  and  command  all  per- 
?,        Ions  whatfoever,  who  are  aflenibled  together  in  arms  againfh 
liis  Majefly's  government,  to  diftand  thcmftlvcs  and   to  re- 
turn to  their  dwellings,  there  to  remain  in  a  quite  and  peace- 
able manner;    and  wc  alfo  charge   and    command    all   fucli 
other  perfons    as  are   allcmbled   together  under  the  name  of 
General  or    Provincial   Congi-ellcs,   Committees,    Conven- 
tions,   or  other  Ailbciations,  by  whatfoever  name  or  names 
known  and  dlftinguiflied,  or  who  under  the  colour  of  any  au- 
thority from    any  fuch   Congrefs,   Committee,  Convention, 
and  other  AlTociation,  take  upon  them  to  iliue  or  execute  any 
orders  for  levying  money,   railing  troops,  fitting  out  armeil 
ftiips  and  veffels,    irnprilbning,   or  otheiwile  molefling  his 

Majcil)'. 

i 
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M.iicfty's  luMcfls,  totlefifl  nnclceafe  tVom  all  fucli  trcifoiial  1,- 
aftiiv^i  r\ii(.!  i!oinL;'s,  aiu!  to  rclMic-mlh  all  Uicli  ulur|ictl  poui  i 
anJ  ;'uthoritv,  U<  tli.it  pi-.icc  iii.iy  be  rcfioiwl,  a  IpcC'.ly  ic- 
midioii  of  i>a:v  ollcnccs  quiet  the  apprchcnfiotis  of  the  !j,iiilt\, 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  laid  coloiiie,^  be  enabled  to  n,,.i 
the  benefit  of  his  Majefly's  paternal  gooJnefs  in  the  jiivlti- 
vation  of  their  propevty,  the  relioration  of  their  coniiiunr, 
and  thefecurity  of  their  iiioit  valuable  rights,  under  the  jull 
and  moderate  authority  of  the  Crown  and  Parliameut  of 
Gi'cat  Britain  ;  and  we  do  hereby  declare  and  make  known 
to  all  iTien,  that  every  perlon  who  within  fiNty  days  from  the 
day  of  the  date  hejeof  fliall  appear  before  ilie  Govcn^'or,  or 
Lieutenant- Governorj  or  Commander  in  Chief  in  any  ofhii 
Majelly's  colonies  or  provinces  alorelaitl,  or  before  iheCie- 
neral  or  Comniandinc;  oflieerof  his  Majefiy's  forces  in  Ame- 
rica, or  any  other  oilicer  in  his  Ma'iefly's  fervice,  having  tl;.- 
command  of  any  detachment  or  parties  of  his  rvlajefty's  foree< 
there,  or  before  the  yVdmiral  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  liii 
Maieflv's  fleets,  or  any  other  oiucer  commandin;'  any  of  his 

■   .Tl'v':    '•   ■  " 


Miijefiy's  fhips  of  war,  or  any  armed  vcilel  in  his  iVlajefty's 
lervicc,  within  any  of  the  potts,  havens,  creeks,  or  upon  the 
coafls  of  America,  and  fliall  claim  the  benefit  of  this  procln- 
niation,  and  at  the  fame  time  teftify  his  obedience  to  the  huvs, 
by  lublcribing  a  deelaiation  in  the  words  following,  "  I,  A. 
E.  do  promile  and  declare,  that  I  will  remain  in  a  pcacealilc 
obedience  to  his  Majefty,  and  will  nut  take  up  arms,  noren- 
.coiiragcothers  to  take  uparms,  in  oppofition  to  his  authority," 
Ihall  and  may  obtain  a  fidl  and  free  pardon  of  all  trealbns  ami 
mifpriiions  of  trcafous,  liy  him  heretofore  committed  or  do::", 
and  of  all  forfeitures,  attainders  and  jienalties  for  the  fame; 
and  upon  producing  to  us,  or  to  cither  of  us,  a  certificate  uf 
fuch  his  appearance  and  declaration,  fliall  and  may  have  and 
receive  fuch  pardon  made  and  palled  to  him  in  due  form. 


J]y  coinmand  of  their 
Excellencies:, 

picnry  Strachcy. 


(Signed) 


Given  at  New-Y 

thi    30th  day  of 

vcmber,  i7;6. 

Howe, 

W.  Hoi 


F.'.-yon  nf  a  Letter  from  General  .^.V  William  Howe  f>  Lc,.! 
Cieoige  Cierm;iine,  ,.;;-./ New-York,  Nove;iioer  28,  l-t). 

I  1 1  A\  E  the  honour  to  acknowledge   the  receipt  of   vnac 
Lordiliip's  diip:iicheb  of  the  nth,  i  jth  and  21ft  of  |uiic,'fimr 

dlUVv.;!'. 
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(lifTerent  letters  of  zid  of  Augud,  cncloung  one  to  Sir  Guy 
Carkton  of  the  fume  date. 

•    Extnif!  of  a  Letur  frcm  the  Hciicirahk  Sir  V/illiam  Howe  to 
LordGcorgz  Gcimaine,  i-Zi/r^v/ New-York,  "July  ^thy    1777. 

I  HAD  the  lionour  to  receive  by  tlic  Soincrfet,  tranfmittcj 
\  by  Mr.  D'Oyley,  copies  of  yo\ir  Lordlhij-'s  letters  to  Sir  Guy 
*"    Carleton  of  tiic  26th  of  March,  and  yA\n  Stuart,  Efcj;  of  ilie 

2cl  of  April,   together  with  the  fevcral  llates  of  the  iVulpacii 

corps,  detachment  of  artillery,  chalieur.-,  ^c. 

[Ul'on  comparing  the  fevered  Letters  puh''P-ed  in  the  LorJon  Ga- 
zette zvith  the  Copies  of  the  fame  Letter',  upon  ti:eT,d,!e,  the  fl- 
ioiviiig  Paragraphs  in  General  Burgoy  iic'j  ;  eue,-  toSir  William 
Howe,  elateei  (Jamp  Zryorf  Ticonderoga,  July  2;/,  i'"]"],  were 
found  to  he  omitted.^ 
THE  enemy  do  not  appear  to  have  the  lead  fufpicion  of  the 

King's  infti'uft ions  relative  to  the  campaign  after  the  reduclioa 

of  Ticonderoga. 
I  Ihall  Implicitly  follow  the  ideas  I  commimlcatcd  to  vour 

Excellency  in  my  letters  lVo;n  Plymouth  and  Quebec. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be..  i\c. 

J.  JiURGOYXr. 

Trnn/Jated  Copy  of  the  Contents  of  the  TnfrucJions  give}i  to  Liew 
tenant-Colonel  jjaimi,  ivith  Regard  to  an  Expedition  Ije  is  to 
command.'* 

ITiE  intention  of  this  expedition  is  to  dive  into  the  ;l'i!ti- 
inents  of  the  inhabitants,  tomountthc  regiment  of  diar;  ,  :i'^, 
and  to  attempt  furniiliing  the  army  with  horits,  cait!c  :hhI 
waggons.  He  v.as  to  take  tlie  route  of  Arli.-);';ton,  j'.  laii'/l'.c!- 
tcrand  Rockingh-mi.  Me  \\"s  to  halt  at  e:'.'li  of  iIicIl  places, 
and  from  Mancheiler  he  was  to  fend  n  del:n.limcni  ot'liRhans 
and  Provincials  up  Conncfticut  rner  as  f.;r  as  iNur.ihcr  i'our. 
From  jManchefter  he  was  to  cor.tinue  his  march  to  Rc.king- 
Iiam,  where  iie  was  to  take  poft.  Tlie  Euu'jiuint-Cc'hvjel, 
with  his  corps  of  regular  troops,  is  not  to  ])a!s  1).;,  ml  Roc- 
kingham. He  is  there  to  lake  the  niof  advanr.igcous  lltuaiion. 
All  catclc,  waggons  ai  d  liorles  are  to  be  ient  to  the  armv,  and 
driven  by  Pro\incials  well  C'corted.     When  the  fervice  is  ef- 


mm  the  copy  pubUihed  ia  Amc  ca. 
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fcfled,  he  is  to  take  tlie  fliorteft  route  I>y  Brattealuirg  to  A!- 
Ivciny,  there  to  join  the  body  of  the  army.  W'heifvcr  lie 
pafles  he  is  to  make  the  inhabitants  believe,  that  the  coip» 
which  he  commands  is  the  van-guard  of  the  army,  which  i. 
to  take  the  route  of  Bofton,  and  that  he  is  to  be  jointj  ;it 
Springfield  by  a  body  of  troops  from  Rhode-Illand. 

In  cafe  the  army  fliould  not  be  arrived  at  Albany  io  foon  a* 
the  Lieutenant-Colonel  has  fmifhed  the  bufinel's,  GenirJ 
Burgoyne  will  give  him  advice,  and  will  recall  him  to  the  ar- 
my, or  will  give  another  route  to  his  corps. 

'I'hc  Lieutenant-Colonel  muft  fend  intelligence  from  time 
to  time  of  his  pofition,  and  of  what  he  has  efiefted. 

Should  the  enemy  face  him  with  too  great  a  force.  General 
Burgoyne  will  not  fail  to  fend  him  the  moft  fpecdy  fuccour<, 
or  will  lb  take  his  meafures,  that  the  enemy  Ihall  iind  thcm- 
felvcs  between  two  iircs. 
Cciinp  at  Fort-EJivai-d,  J.  BuRCOYNr. 

Aigujl  ph,  1777.  Licutenant-Gentral. 

This  in  general  is  tlic  contents  of  the  indruftions  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Baum.  The  changes  in  his  route  were  nirulL- 
iipon  the  report  of  .Colonel  Skeen,  who  informed  Geniral 
Burgoyne,  that  there  was  a  very  confidcrable  magazine  .it 
Bennington,  and  that  it  would  be  very  ea'.y  to  kirprii'e  ar.J 
make  himfelf  mafler  of  it.  The  Lieutenant-Cokmi-l  waj 
immediately  fcnt  from  Batten-Kill  direftly  towards  llcn- 
nington.  The  rebels  having  fcnt  very  great  reinforcen)ciiti 
to  that  place,  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  could  not,  abfolutcly 
with  a  handful  of  fohliers,  refifl  the  cflbrts  of  the  enciiiy, 
who  had  at  Icaft  ten  times  his  force.  The  unliajijiy  refuli  is 
but  too  w.cUJvnown.   ,;      ■  , 

,;       Numbet\  of  .thi^Yonpi,  t^m^'hyed  upon  that  Expedition. 

RegjmpiU  of  drajjoorii ■!-,,,  jj,  .,  ,r;-                   -  if>o 

Indians,,,  '     '    '^.--  .  ,  _j.  >.  -  .      ,   .,     -,       _  .       -  ic-:j 

Pctcr's.'corps    ^".     '       --■■.,■,  I  :  '    -.>      .          -  'i^ 

Provincial  and  Canadian  volunteci^s    ,          -             -  56 

Frafer's  company       -•■,■•"■."                 "  S-' 

:.      ■-,:     ,    '.^Mil-'      '?■      ■"■    ,.^.-  S^ 

The  Provincials  and, Canadians  not  being  (Irong  cnoiit;!.. 
General  Reidefel  addeti  to  ihtm  25  challcurs  and  75  0lhct 
Ibldiers  of  the  Germans. 
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January  21,  1778. 

Private  biifinefs. 

"January  22. 
■  ^n'  Philip  Jennini:rQlerke,  purfuant  to  notice  given  tlie  sir  P.  ;v-. 
preceding  Jay,  as  Ibori  as  tlie  private  bufincrs  wa*;  iinilhcd, '"'iT^ '•''•■'"' 
role  and  f..:d,  Sii,  I  rife  now  to  fulfil  a  promilb  I  made  to  I'e- 
vcral  ofiDV  ncigiibouis,  before  I  left  the  country,  which  was, 
tocnquire  into  the  ftare  and  circumftances  of  fcveial  new  le- 
vies of  troops,  wliicli  have  i)ecn  lately  ordered  to  be  raifed. 
7'he  people  Gt  tlic  country  have  been  told,  Sir,  tliat  the  Ame- 
rican war  is  the  war  of  Parliament';  they  are  therefore  ex- 
ceedingly alarmed  to  hear  that  a  large  body  of  men  has  beea 
railed  during  the  recefs  of  Parliament,  without  their  know- 
ledge or  advice,  not  the  leaft  intimation  having  iVcrn  given 
by  the  min:fl.er  of  fuch  an  intention  before  the  adjournment  j 
on  the  contrary,  the  noble  Lorvl  told  the  Honfe  he  had  a  con- 
ciliatory prn|-)o!ition  to  make  at  their  next  meeting,  which  he 
thought  would  end  to  the  advantage  of  this  coiintrj^.  Tlie 
noble  Lord,  inftead  of  a  iieace,  has  produced  an  army,  an  ar- 
my railed  under  the  aufpices  of  perfons  who  have  never  been 
noted  for  ilieir  loyalty  to  their  fovcreign,  or  their  attachment 
to  tlie  conftitution.  To  know  into  what  handi  the  fword  is 
placed  is  the  grand  cbjedt  of  this  enquiry, 

However  neccflary  it  may  be  to  raife  troops  to  continue 
this  ruinous,  deftruftive  war,  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  take 
care  that  the  fword  is  placed  in  iafe  hands;  that  it  is  not 
turned  againfl:  ourfelvcs  ;  and  that  thefc  powers  wliirh  arc 
now  employed  to  deflroy  the  freedom  of  America,  in  the  end 
may  not  endanger  cur  own. 

The  motion  I  am  now  going  To  make  is,  "  That  an 
humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be 
pnicioully  ple.ifed  to  givedireflions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  Houfe  an  account  of  the  number  of  troops  ordered  to  be 
raifed  during  the  late  adjournment  of  ParlianKnt,  ipecifying 
die  different  corps,  and  the  names  of  the  officers  appointed  to 
command  them,  and  alfo  the  names  of  all  the  officers  ap- 
pointed to  ferve  in  each  rank  in  the  different  corps,  and  the 
time  each  officer  has  fcrved  in  any  other  corps  in  the  army, 
previous  to  fuch  appointment ;  and  the  rank  he  held, 

Lord  Bnrrinototi  faid,  he  had   no  objeftion  to  the  motion,  T.nni  Pj 
InU  thought  that  the  number  of  troops  raifed  was  improper  in-  ''rgi.*- 
formation,   and  il.crcfore  moved   to  leave  out  thole  words, 
jntl  to  lav  "  an  account  fpscifying  the  dilTerent  corps  which 

Vol.  Yin.  L  1  hava 
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hnve  been  ordered  to  be  railed  during  the   lute  adjouriiiiiiii', 
&:c. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

J^orcJAWi.  Lord  Klorth  obferved,  he  was  happy  in  having  it  in  hi; 
power  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  the  purpofcs  for  which  li,: 
adjournment  was  originally  propofed  had  not  only  been  ;i:i- 
iwered,  by  the  aflivt  exertion  of  the  various  officers  cinplovci 
in  the  fcveral  departments  of  his  Majefly's  fervice,  but  that 
the  voluntary  unlblicited  effort-  of  fcveral  loval  fuhjcfts,  li.ul 
aifo  contributed  to  this  etTecl. — A  fubfcri'.'tion  had  liu-ly 
been  fet  on  foot  in  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom,  that  not  on- 
ly  intimated  the  moil;  valid  indications  of  truly  patriotic  zcil, 
but  alfo  gave  a  mod  flattering  appearance  of  the  public  ac- 
quiefccnce  in  the  conduft  of  atlmiuiftration.  It  was  no  litijj 
comfort  to  pcrfons  interefted  in  public  employments  to  ob-  j 
ferve,  that  the  opinion  univerlally  entertained  of  their  ma-  | 
nagcmcnt  was  not  influenced  by  contingencies  that  human  fa-  j 
gacitv  could  not  impede,  and  that  it  was  a  pleafure  peculiarly 
grateful  to  an  honeib  I^iglilbman,  that  amidft  fuch  emergenT  •' 
cics,  tlic  fortitude  of  the  people  ihould  fliine  particularly  con-t  j 
fpicuous.  ' 

^' '-""■  J''-      Riglit  Honourable  !r.  5"iM;;y7jt«^afferted  the   extreme  im-      ' 

jiiv>,.,n  .  p,.Qp|.;,.[y  inthcconduft  of  adminiftration,  in  making  fo  loii:;  | 
a  rxcefs,  at  a  time  they  intended  to  adopt  To  important  a  incv  ; 
lure  as  that  of  levying  and  raifing,  within  the  kingdonr,  fu 
conlldcrablc  a  military  force  as  15,000  men,  without  the  pre-  [ 
vious  confcntof  Parliament,  or  indeed  any  previous  commu- 
nication whatcvcrto  that  Koufe,  of  any  fuch  intention.  He 
lliid,  if  one  regiment,  raifed  in  fo  unconllitutiorial  a  manner, 
could  be  juftilied,  twenty,  iifty,  or  any  given  number,  might 
in  the  fame  manner.  What  fence  or  protection  were  tlii? 
coniVitutidn  and  the  laws  againfl:  arbitrary  power,  if  all  in 
friends  had  to  do,  in  order  to  cfiablilh  fuch  a  mode  of  gn, 
vernm.cnt,  was  to  oinmrite  fubfcriptions  for  raifing  trGO|>s, 
find  when  they  v.ce  railed  anti  embodied,  employing  them  in 
fupport  of  their  favourite  doftrincs  !*  Kefpefting  the  purjicfcj, 
tu  r!Teft  which  tliofc  troops  were  to  be  emploveJ,  and  thenc- 
C-Jii  y  ariliirg  fio:ri  the  [K-efcnt  I't.iie  of  our  colonics,  Parlia- 
inc.i!  !;nd  no  rightat  all  to  iat?i  fere,  or  they  mud  1i,l\c  1  en 
.■  •  the  befl and  only  judges  of  but li  the  purpo!;-',  .iml  iLc  m  .■  l'- 
,'■  fity.  Why  then  adjourn  Parliimrcnt  v.  ithnut  cinfuUlniMln  ni? 
Ke  would  grant  in  argtirnent  i\  crv  tlar.g  thofc  mod  faiii;iiii:: 
for  tlie  meafurc  iiiii'it  wiih  fc.  n, -,-  in  its  favour;  hutftill, 
tiiouglt  the  eiicf.cc  .  i  t:ie  contli'.Liionwas  lodj  it  bciiovcJ  v.ii. 
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niflcrs  toat  lenfl;  pi'cfcrve  the  forms  of  it;  and  not,  by  aj- 
journjng  Parliament  to  a  long  day,  on  purpofe  to  excrLifc  its 
only  great  conflitutional  power,  that  of  granting  money,  in- 
cur lIic  aiilual  expenditure,  and  bind  parliamentary  faiili  firft, 
ar.J  then  call  u))on  that  Houfc,  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  to  pro- 
vide for  that  expenditure, 

Lord  jVw//;  rcftcd  his  defence,  firfl,  on  the  ground  of  ne-ti 
Ctflity;  fecondly,  on  the  impraiHcalnllty  of  imparting  what 
wns  not,  nor  could  not  be  known,  to  mlnifters  at  the  time  of 
llie  adjournment  ;  and  thirdly,  on  tlieiv  conduft  being  jicr- 
ftflly  conflitutional.  The  neccfiity,  he  faid,  would  not  be 
difputed  ;  the  very  arguments,  daily  urged  by  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  proved  it  beyond  a  poiribility 
of  doubt.  The  operations  of  the  next  campaign,  in  America', 
would  call  for  the  mofl  vigorous  and  decided  exertions,  if  our 
colonics  (liould  obftinately  pcrlifl  in  rcfufmg  to  agree  to  rea- 
fonable  terms  of  accommodation.  It  was  not  in  the  power  of 
cdminiftration,  before  the  recefs,  to  bring  the  matter  as  ;i 
meafure  before  Parliament,  becaufe,  in  fadt,  except  in  a  very 
few  inftanccs,  iluy  were  totally  ignorant  of  what  afterwards 
happened.  Oflers  liad  been  made;  but  in  what  inftancfS  ; 
other  than  thole  already  made  ;  or  how  far  they  might 
be  received  or  rc;)e£tcd,  could  not,  at  the  time  Par- 
liament adjourned,  be  poffibly  in  the  contemplation  of 
minifters.  As  to  the  lafl  point,  on  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  delivered  his  fcntlments  with  lb  much  ve- 
Jiemence  and  acrimony,  relative  to  the  contempt  thrown 
■upon  Parliament,  and  the  breach  of  the  conftitution,  he 
begged  leave  to  draw  a  very  different  conclufion.  The  Ame- 
rican war  was  a  conflitutional  war ;  it  was  a  popular  war ; 
and  the  offers  made  to  the  Crown,  and  accepted  of,  were  per- 
fci!\ly  conflitutional.  The  right  of  the  fupreme  Icgiflature 
•was  denied  ;  arms  had  been  taken  up  by  our  rebellious  iub- 
jefts  in  America,  in  maintenance  of  this  denial;  a  very  loyal 
part  of  his  Majefly's  fubjecTls  had  expreffed  tlieir  abhorrence 
offuchan  unnatural  rebellion;  and  had,  in  proof  of  th.ofe 
fcntimcnts,  offered  th;ir  perfons  and  their  purfesin  lupport  oi 
the  conflitutional  rights  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Burke  took  notice  of  the  2;eal  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  the  i,\, 
warmth  of  his  bolbm  for  the  public  v/eal.  Hefuppofedit  to  be 
that  zeal,  warmth  and  ardour,  that  had  Induced  him  to  affui,  if 
not  to  devife,  the  railingof  men  without  the  knowledge  of  Par- 
liament, and  by  that  means  afting  unconfl:itutionally  for  the  . 
5;ood  of  hiscountrv.  Me  remembered  that  tlie  noble  Lord  voted 
L!.^  ,  for 
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for  an  adjournment  of  Parliament  for  fix  weeks,  for  twofcstrit 
veafons  ;  the  one,  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  clip,c{l:n;;  ?r\ 
equitable  plan  of  conciliation,,  fouiuled  on  concciiion  ;  iir.J 
the  other,  to  guard  him  from  being  fliot  through  antl  thioun'i 
with  the  long  arrows  of  militant  oppofition.  It  hnd  turnu! 
out,  he  faid,  however,  that  another  more  lubfi.uiri.-il  iiiil'o.t 
cxiftcd  for  the  adjournment  of  Parliamcnt-'-nt-t  of  conniv- 
ing propofitions  of  peace,  but  of  fccuring  force  tov/nrub  w.ir, 
in  an  illegal,  unconftitutionrd  and  CAtravagaiiL  way. 

He  obfcrvcd  on  the  prcfent  crllis  of  Britain,  that  it  was  la- 
mentable in  the  extreme.  He  faid,  lie  had  the  fame  day  ex- 
amined the  flate  of  our  funds,  and  found  that  the  three  per 
cent,^  confolidated  flood  at  Jil ;  and  he  begged  leave  to  con- 
trail: that  with  the  luite  of  the  fame  fund  in  January  1760, 
the  iifth  year  of  a  war  with  the  \mited  Houic  of  Bourbon, 
when  they  were  79.  In  the  latter  inftance  they  were  79, 
when  we  had  funtlcd  23,000,0001.  and  in  the  fn  ft  they  arc 
7 1 ,  when  we  have  funded  5,000,0001.  He  continued  to  oh- 
ferveon  the  prefcnt  mode  of  raifing  fuppliea,  that  lie  WouIJ 
confider  its  propriety  in  two  feparate  points  of  view;  id, 
■whether  it  was  in  refpcft  of  cxpcnce  the  moft  oeconomical ; 
and,  2dly,  whether  it  was  in  refpedl  of  Hrengih  the  moft  tf- 
feftual.  He  confidered  the  firft  cxpence  of  raifmg  a  regi- 
ment to  be  about  5000I.  So  much  we  receive,  fuppoling  that 
the  fupplics  flow  from  the  voluntary  gift  of  the  fubfciiber'. 
'J'hcy  are  embodied  in  feparate  corps,  habited,  maintained  fo; 
the  war,  difcharged,  and  placed  upon  the  half-pay  lift,  all 
\vhich,  calculating  the  amount  of  half-pay  at  ten  years  piii- 
chafe,  would  cofl  us  30,0001.  fo  that  we  in  reality  receive 
60, oool.  as  there  are  16  regiments  oftcrcd,  to  pay  480,000!. 
Tliat  this  is  CEconomy  wortliy  the  people  who  contrived  it  he 
was  well  convinced  ;  the  offer  received  was  a  fecming  advan- 
tage, but  an  adual  lofs ;  for  where  there  was  ever  occaficii 
for  multiplying  the  fupplies  granted  by  Parliament,  il  was 
moftnceonomical  to  raife  them  in  fejiaratc  corps,  white  (lie 
battalions  already  raifcd  want  more  than  one  half  of  their 
war  cftablifliments,  as  it  brings  a  double  charge  of  ofliccr!; 
both  on  full  and  half  pay,  which  charge  conftitutcs  the  ex- 
pence,  amounting,  as  faid  before,  to  30,0001,  for  each  nocol. 
So  far  as  to  the  osconomy.  As  to  the  ctlicaev,  he  would  on- 
ly ob'.crve,  that  in  our  former  wars,  it  vvas  held  pruilent  artii 
cxiTScilcnt  to  advance  the  battalioiK^  from  tlielr  pence  to  tlcir 
war  cftablilhment,  which  was  nearly  double,  iniiigiing  tli-.Te- 
by  the   new   with  the    veteran   troops,   and    addnig    m  tli; 

ftun::'i. 
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ftrengtli  of  the  one  tVic  experience  of  .the. pthcr>     This,  h-; 
f   I       faid,  was  the  prafticc  of  former  times;  it  was  fo  Jonc  laft  wur, 
j  i       and,  as  we  werecrowncd  with  conqucft,  he  would  not  believe 
'    :       that  it  was  wrong,  nor  Would    he  adopt  any  other  mode  in 
preference  to  it.     Heobferved,  that  of  all  tlie  expedients  \ikd 
byafkilful  miniftry  towards  redeeming  publii;  credit,    none 
was  ever  more  truly  defcrving  of  attention,  or  nriore  wonliy 
of  applaufe,than  thcprefent,     A  charitable  fubfcription  was 
I       hegun  for  the  relief  of  the  diftrelTed  American  prifoners,    and 
;,  I       the  miniftry  nobly  caught  at  the  contrivance,  envied  the  fmall 
[  I       contributions   made  to  relieve  the  diftiefs  thcmlelves  had  oc- 
[  I       cafioned,  and  opened  the  firings  and  the  mouth  of  a  fubfcrip- 
I       tion-bagfor  the  trealory.     Convinced  as  they  were,  that  the 
country  would  no  longer   be  induced  by   intercu,   to  hazard 
their  money  in  fubfcnbing  towards  loans,  fecured  by  govern- 
ment, they  applied  to  their  benevolence,  and,  like  a  beggar 


alkinsj  a  boon,  received  charitable  donations  from  the 


pity- 


difpofed  people  of  this  country.     He.  laid   the  noble  Lord 

Stlie  blue  ribbon  reminded   him  of  Pericles,  who,    exhauflctl 
with  misfortune,  wafted  with  difeufe,  and  lingering  with  pain, 
j       Avalked  abroad,  bedecked  with  amulets,  charms,  and  fnws  ot* 
;        eld  women.     The   loan    now  unfilled  and  unpaid,   was  his 
i       difeafe;  and  the  charitable  contributions,  of  his  friends 'were 
his  amulets  and  charms.     He  was  ready  to  grant,  that  Volu'n- 
T:iry  donations  might  be  fairly   interpreted,   as  proofs   Of  :i 
(leoi)le's  affeflicn,  but  they  were  no  Icfs  fo  of   their  real  po- 
»        verty.     Private  and    public  life,  exhibited   pregnant  proofs, 
that  folicitations  on  one  hand,  or  benevolences  on  the  other, 
J       were  the  common  eflefts  of  pride,  poverty  and  pity.    Perfons 
might  be  mean  from  choice,  naked  from  madnefs ;' but  rags 
r  f       difcovered  an  involuntary  madnefs,  or  a  poverty  willingto  be 
concealed.     It  was  tnie,  that  France,  during  the  late  Avar,  in 
thcmidft  of  her  national  dillreiles,  y.'as  alhftedby  the  people, 
who  delivered  their  plate  for  the  , public,  fevvioe.     This  was  a 
glorious  inflance  of  national  natrigtifm,  but  it  was  likcwifc  a 
proof  of  national  poverty.     'I'hc  picntion  of  thchdl  war  muft" 
rccalto  the  ideas  of  every  perlbn'prefent,  the  moft  difagreeable 
and  humiliating  ideas,  and  fill  the  Houfe,   as  well  as  nation, 
with  regret.     He  then  contrafted  the  ftatc  of  this  country  at 
prefent,  and   the  period  alluded  to,  in  the  moftfiriking  point 
of  view;  and  faid,  what  added  a  particular  aggravation  to  tlic 
^nature  of  our  misfortunes  was,  that  every  wicked,  vreak,   or 
blundering  .racafure   was  faiiftioned   under  rb.e    name  of  the 
conftitution  ;    eery  thing  thiit  was  tr;niraL.ttd  in  I'aili  ■.H-ienr, 

c-.b'.r.;.*. , 
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cat'nct,  or  clfewlicre,  was  flieltered  under  thfLt  vcnci;.''.- 
name.  The  ufc  this  word  was  lately  emrloyed  in,  bryugiir  h> 
his  recollcftion,  Dean  Swift's  application  of  Whitflicd,  a  pro- 
ititiitc  irifli  crown  lawyer's  motto  on  his  coach,  llhrrtas  b" ;;..■- 
talc  folum^  whlcli  would  be  applied  by  every  nian  according  to 
his  own  ideas,  or  as  his  interefcs  led  him.  Juft  fo  with  tin- 
noble  Lord ;  the  idea  annexed  to  the  wort!  conflivimn  hy 
him  was  very  different  to  its  true  import  in  a  limited  mo- 
narchy. He  might  mention  it  as  often  as  he  pleafed,  nml 
rinc;  the  changes  upon  conftitution,  conftitiitional,  &c.  but  Ix 
might  as  well  vainly  expeft  that  his  garter  would  jirefcrve  liiiii 
from  the  gout,  or  his  ribbon  expel  a  fever,  as  to  imagint, 
that  to  proftitute  the  word  ro^yr/z^i/o;/,  would  prevent  aa  iu- 
vcftigation  into  his  conduft  at  fome  future  period. 

Mr.  Dun-  Ivlr.  Dunning  faid,  whatever  the  noble  Lord  might  thin!;, 
he  by  no  means  approved  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  and  tl-.c 
towns  of  Mancheher  and  Liverpool  taking  tlic  lead.  When 
th.c  ration,  about  two  years  fmcc,  were  as  bufy  in  mnnufnclur- 
ing  addrcvfcs,  as  they  arc  now  in  promoting  fubfcniiiions,  lir 
tonfidcrcd  it  as  ominous  that  ISTancheifer  was  the  firft  ;i.!- 
urclFcr  ;  and  he  looked  upon  it  equally  ominous  nov,',  that  iiit 
was  the  firft  fubfcribcr. 

He  cenfured  theconduftof  the  Committee  at  th"  London 
tavern  very  fcvcrely,  for  the  advertifements  put  forth  by  ihciii, 
as  both  illegal  and  unconflitutionrd.  He  was  certain  \\..\\ 
many  difplaycd  tlieir  names  in  the  lill,  who  were  aftuated  Ly 
no  iiich  motive.  It  could  not  in  its  nature  be  voluniarv. 
Men  who  lay  under  obligations  to  government,  were  coni|il- 
Icd  to  this  olicntaticn  of  gratitude,  and  their  adheicnrs,  in 
their  turn,  made  a  \irtue  of  ncccffity  ;  lb  that  nothing  roiiM 
be  fairly  inferred  from  it  concerning  the  incl.nations  of  ;ii: 
people,  or  tlicir  acquiefcence  with  government.  H.  was  iif;i 
difpoi'etl  to  the  invidious  tafli  oif  difcriniinnting  in  a  public  i  .:- 
taloguc,  bctv.'ccn  the  dcfcrving  ami  tii'-  tin  liicrving;  but  h'- 
could  perceive,  from  the  liftof  k:l)[l  li' iCi"-:,  th.at  i  hough  tit 
fagacity  of  feme  might  be  coniid.d  in,  tl-,eir  cflabliiiiing  ;!ic:n  ■ 
felvcs  into  a  Committee,  and  lieing  thereby  in  an  iujuoiri;,: 
national  conc.-rn,  afubilitutc  for  Parlianienr,  was  an  acl  ili.^i 
tiuy  were  ncft  qualified  to  exert. ---He  therefore  avs  Ld  f. 
]iropoie  an  amendment  in  the  terms  of  this  iubfcripii'.n,  :'i; ! 
that  for  the  future,  when  fuch  propolals  flio'ild  iK-niacL-,  iluy 
fliould  be  re(_|uired  ro  fav,  "  foi  fueh  :M'cs  n-  t!ic  T.ir'ii.uivi.i 
IhoLild  think  df."  and  n.j!:  as  a  Coiiuuilicec  li;uuld  plcatc  lo 
direa, 

Culovt! 
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Colonel  Barre  propofed  an  amcntlmcnt  to  the  motion,  nnd  Col,  Barrc 
required  that  tlie  ul'es  for  which  the  different  corps  had  becu 
railed,  fliould  be  particularly  ipecified.-— It  was  very  nccel- 
lary  that  Parliament  fliould  know  the  peculiar  purpofes  and 
deftinations  ui'all  the  different  bodies  of  men  that  were  levied 
under  their  fanftion.  This  amendment  being  complied  with, 
the  motion  was  carried  without  a  divilion, 

Mr.  FoA- obferved.  that  it  were  happy  for  the  minillry  if  f,ir.  Fcv. 
they  could  forget  the  laft  war,  and  the  bright  luilre  the  Bri-  , 
tifli  arms  had  acquired  by  it :  that  it  were  well  for  their  re- 
putation, that  the  world  could  lofe  the  recollcftion  of  the 
glorious  fucceffcs  that  crowned  the  enterprizes  of  Great  Bri- 
tain during  that  period  ;  to  the  end  that  the  contrail  of  the 
prcfcnt  dilgraccs  might  not  ftrikc  the  nation  fo  ftrongly,  and 
render  the  contrivers  of  the  meafurcs  vvhich  occafioned  ihcni, 
the  execration  of  the  people. 

The  minifter's  views  in  holding  out  in  fuch  pompous  co- 
lours the  proffered  aid  of  fevcral  individuals,  were  fpccious 
and  impofing  ;  they  wiflied  to  imprefs  the  people  at  large 
with  the  idea,  that  their  meafures  were  perfedlly  conftitu- 
tional,  or  they  fliould  not  have  met  with  fuch  general  fupport 
from  the  nation. 

For  his  part,  he  could  not  be  deceived  in  that  particular,  a<i 
he  knew  the  offers  of  fupport  came  from  men  of  fuch  a  dt- 
fcriptlon,  as  would  be  no  credit  to  adminiftration  to  be  fup- 
ported  by.  Scotland  and  Manchefter  very  readily  concurred 
to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  miniflers,  who  were  purfuing  mea- 
fures fo  conformable  to  theirown  fentiments,  and  to  maintain 
a  government  fo  exaftly  fimilar  to  that  of  their  darling,  king 
James  II.  a  government  which  was  purfuing  the  fteps  that  loll 
that  prince  his  crown.,  [Here  fome  gentlemen  called  him  to 
order,  as  they  conceived  that  he  was  drawing  a  parallel  be- 
tween the  prefent  king's  reign  and  that  of  James ;  Mr,  Fox, 
I'  however,  qualified  what  he  had  faid,  and  went  on.] 
He  added,  that  Scotland  and  Manchcfter  were  fo  accuflo- 
pied  todifgrace,  that  it  is  no  wonder  if  they  pocket  inftances 
of  diflionour,  and  fit  down  contented  with  infamy  ;  but  as  he 
^  knew  Britain  in  general  poflcffcd  other  fentiments,  and  would 

j  not  continue   in   the   delulion  which   had    brought  dif^racc 

upon  her  arms,  annihilated  one  army,  and  dilhonourcd  ano- 
ther, but  would  inveftigate  the  caul'c  of  our  misfortunes  to 
^he  fountain-hcadj  from  whence  i]\c-  calamities  of  the  war  and 


264  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  177S. 

of  tills  campaign  in  particular  had  originated.  By  this 
iiicani  they  night  be  able  to  dilcover  the  men  who  had  done 
:iU  th's,  and  who  had  brought  dilgrace  upf,n  their  country  r.s 
f.ii  as  l;iy  in  their  powei  ;  aUliou[di  at  the  fame  tims  he 
owned  no  ininifters  had  it  much  in  their  power  to  degrad: 
this  country,  fince  a  change  of  men  wiped 'off  the  dilgrace. 
To  this  end  he  faid,  he  renewed  a  motion  which  he  hacf  made 
before  the  rcccfs,  for  having  "  copies,  or  cxtrnfts  of  the  let- 
ters of  inftruftions  fentto  Generals  Howe,  Carleton  and  Bur- 
goync,  tending  to  any  co-operation  bet\\cen  the  Ciener.ils 
Howe  and  Burgoyne."  He  hoped  that  he  would  not  be  uii- 
derRood  to  take  any  undue  advantage  from  the  aii.enee  of  a 
noble  Lord  [Lord  George  Germaine]  who  might  '.e  -'n'-'l,;! 
by  the  difclofures  called  for.  He  knew  the  raiife  of  his  ;;''- 
iencc  was  owing  to  a  family  misfortune,  at  the  faine  tint  ■  : 
enquiry  called  for  was  necellary,  and  imnicdiately  fo. 

He  then  fpoke  to  his  intended  motion.  He  faid  it  was  1- 
podible,  that  10,000  men  could  be  loft,  no  v.nforefecn  or  cx- 
Traordinary  accident  happening;  if  there  was  nor  n  f.uih 
fonie  where,  in  the  plan,  the  execution,  or  both.  Th.it  tliis 
fault  could  be  found  out  only,  by  an  enquiry  into  tlie  inflruc- 
tions  given  to  General  Burgoyne  ;  that  therefore  as  hcho]ic<l 
the  gentlemen  in  adminlftration  had  given  no  advice  orin- 
ftruftions,  which  could  not  bear  tlie  tcltof  parllanicntary  en- 
quiry, as  he  flattered  himfelf,  that  the  motion  he  was  about  to 
make  would  not  meet  thtlr  oppofition.  It  were  needlefs  to 
have  a  Parliament,  if  it  could  not  call  for  infurmation,  and 
punlfli  delinquents!  He  then  moved,  "  that  an  luimble  ad- 
clrcfs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefly,  that  he  will  be  gracloufly 
plcafed  to  give  dircftions,  that  there  be  hid  before  this  Hoiife 
copies  of  all  inftruftions  and  other  papers,  relative  to  the  ex- 
pedition from  Canada,  under  Lleutenant'Gtneral  Burgoyne  ; 
;md  alfo  copies  of  fuch  parts  of  the  inftruftions  given  to  Gc- 
.nera]  Sir  William  Howe,  as  relate  to  any  intended  co-opera- 
tion with  Licutenant-General  Burgoyne.'' 
C'!.  I.K(-  Colonel  LuttreH  was  not  fatistied  with  the  explanation  ;  and 
erriV.  the  Icfs  fo,  as  he  faid  he  had  heard  tlie  honourable  gentleman 

declare,  tljathe  would  fpeak  treafon  when  he  pleafcd. 
ti.  J\'«rtL:  Lord  Nor'/j  faid,  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not 
,  fpoke.  treafon,  he  had  gone  very  near  it.  King  James  h;ul 
been  dethroned  for  endeavouring  to  fubvert  the  laws,  overturn 
the  conftltution,  and  reign  without  a  Parliament.  The  pie- 
fent  King,  on  the  contrary,  was  contending  to  cflablilh  i)iu 
power  of  Parliament,  and  enforce  the  laws  of  the  country, 

'n 
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'twas  the  duty  of  Parlmment  to  enquire  into  the  coivJuft  of 
miniftcrs;  to  turnout  {ui-h  as  had  a£ted  wrong;  and  to  keep 
out  fuch  as  would  wifli  to  aft  wrong.  When  tlie  names  of  the 
i.ibfcrlbers  fliould  be  made  public,  it  would  then  appear  that 
tlicy  were  men  who  had  been  always  finccrely  attached  to  the 
Brunfwic  family  ;  and  that  though  it  had  been  otherwife,  it 
would  be  ungenerous  and  impolitic  to  impute  the  faults  of  the 
parent  to  the  children.  As  well  might  himfelf  and  the  ho- 
nourable member  be  called  Tories,  as  the  anceflors  of  both 
had  been  of  that  defcription  of  men. 

As  to  the  propolcd  enquiry,  he  had  not  the  lead  objection 
to  it ;  he  only  found  fault  with  the  time  of  moving  for  it, 
when  the  noble  Lord,  from  a  recent  lofs,  and  great  domeftic 
misfortune,  which  jirevented  him  from  attending  the  Houfe, 
and  ill  ibme  degree  dilljUallfied  him  for  a  defence;  he  would 
therefore  recommend  it  to  the  worthy  member  to  fufpend  his 
motion  till  Tuefday  next,  on  which  day  he  was  informed  the 
noble  Lord  intended  to  be  in  his  feat  in  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Fo.v  role  to  explain,  the  imputation  of   meaning  fome- Mr.  r«. 
thing  trealonable  by  his  allufion  to -the  government  of  King 
Jnines.     This  he  would  maintain,  that  whofoever  attempts  to 
aft  contrary  to  the  conftitutlon,  can  be  no  frierid  to  it ;  that  .  ' 

an  attempt  to  tax' ;;, 000,000  of  people,  wiihout  their  own  con- 
ftnt,  was  unconftitution'a'l ;  and  that  as  King  James  had  been 
ilepofed  for  cxcrciUng  power  not  his  own,  jfo  this  country  had 
been  depol'ed  from  its'  natural  dominion' civ'er  America,  for 
ufurping  a  power  denied  by  the  conllitution. 

As  for  the  motion, -lie  would  not  have  it  ihought  that  he 
.■wanted  to  take  any  mean  advantage  of  the  noble  Lord's  di- 
ftreffcd  fituation  ;  he;coirld'noC  ijideed  f:e  that  his  prefence 
was  necell'ary  at  the  time  of  making  the  motion  ;  but  that'  if  • 
it  appeared  othcrwife^to-thc  Houfe,  he  was  willing  to  with- 
draw for  that  cven'ing^-'and'm'ake  it  on'Tuefday  next, 

Mr.  D:miiifig  made-a'd'rftin£lioob:3twcch  inquiry  and  accu-  Mr.  /)a,i. 
fntion.  To  fubm'i^th'e'''^nftt•liftlons  of 'General  Burgoyne  to"'"^- 
the  infpeflion  of  the  Hdlifej.Was  not  liiying  at)  acciil'ation  be- 
fore them  againfl  elthtVl'te  projeftOr'or  the  executor  of  the 
plan  ;  though  it  vvA'x^iId'Tcdbiind  t6-the  honour  of  the  minifter 
for  the  American  itlcpdrOnent,-  if  the  inflruftions-  fliouUl  ap- 
pear fatiltlel's,  as  he'txiitded' the  Houfe' to  believe. 

Mr.  Ro'iii  was  of  a  drflrercht  opinion,  .  He  thought  the  mea-  Mr.  F.c^i. 
fure  premature,  until't-lre'&.rrival  of  the  General ;  and,  though 
from  a  particular  occafion  he  had  conceived  a  pcrfonaldiilike 
to  that  officer,  yet  he  fliould  oppofc  a  ftep  which  would  ex- 
pofe  him,  however  r-inocent  he  might  be,  to  the  almoftinde- 

VoL.  VIIL  M  m       '  delible 
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(^elihle  inipreffidris  arifing  neceiTnrily  from  the  prejuil;^liig  L:, 
cnlc;  for  it  wris  -univerratly  believed  on  riUfides,  that  ihtrcr  u.u 
a  fault  fomewliere  ;  and,  if  upon  an  inlpeftion  of  the  iiiftruc- 
tionsthc  miniftcr  ihonld  be  declared  innocent,  it  was  inipo'- 
filile  not  to  impute  criminrdity  to  General  i>urgoyiie.  T!" 
propofnion  was  therefore  to  \hc  laft  degree  ungenerous. 

Mr.H',v/.  Mr.  rreci:Muy>ie  [the  Solicitor-General]  argued,  that  i: 
"^  ""'"  was  unfair  to  take  the  matter  up  fo  haftily  in  the  ab:lnce  oi 
Lord  Germaine,  and  more  particularly  a^  it  would  he  iiir.r: 
enough  to  agitate  it  when  the  nolile  Lord  fliould  arrive,  whith 
was  to  be  in-  fo  (hort  a  time.  He  declared  he  Ipoke  no  opi- 
nion but  his  own  ;  it  was  now  againft  the  morion;  but  I-.; 
was  fo  perfectly  free  in  his  deterniinations,  that  if  on  Tuclil.iy 
any  new  matter  fliould'  come  out  to  inform  him 'of ttcr,  t!:,- 
noble  Lord  fliould  not  be  furpriied  at  feeing  him  divide  ngiiinf; 
him. 

It  having  been  thrown  out  in  the  courfc  of  tlic  debnte,  thr.t 

Ld.A'j/^M/.  admiuiftration  had  encouraged  news-pnp.r  abiMe,  Lord  A'..- 
^^f«t  obfcrvcd,  tliat  fuch  charges  had  frc(]ucntly  been  m;kic 
from  the  other  lide  of  the  Houl'e  ;  but  he  hid  every  rcafon  to 
believe,  they  were  ill-founded.  He  had  indeed  freqiienily 
licard  infinuations  of  that  nature  made  by  thofe  vcr\-  gviitl:'- 
men,  wh(5  fecmed  fo  dclirous  to  ftatc  it  as  a  groundi  of  cenl'inc 
pgninfl  miiiiflcrs.  As  to  the  queftion  before  tiic  Houfe,  h; 
dcfired  to  bo  governed  by  no  man's  opinion  but  his  own.  V\,z 
noMe  Lord  near  him  [Lord  Norili]  fecmed  willing  anj 
ready  to  hiy  the  inftruftions  now  moved  for  before  the  Hoii'.t,-, 
fo  might  the  other  noi-ile  Lord  in  whole  department  thofe  iii- 
ftruftions  lay  ;  but  for  his  art,  he  ihould  ever  continir;  i - 
refift  any  propofition  tending  to  public  enquiry  into  the  co:i  ■ 
cuifl:  of  an  .ibfent  man.  General  Burgoync  was  tluu  ahicnr 
in.tn;  he  was  now  at  three  tlunifand  miles  diftance,  and  of 
courfc  could  not  be  in  a  fitnation  to  anlvver  forhimfclf.  Tiie 
parties  were  Uie  minifters  on  one  llde,  and  tb.at  gentlemnn  011 
tlie  other;  the  caufe  of  that  fatal  mifcarriage  mull  li';!i: 
fome  wheif.  Parliament,  upon  a  full  hearing,  was  to  ]\W?v. 
How  then  was  it  poflible  to  determine  till  tlic  parties  wcre^ri'.l 
prefent;  that  could  not  he  till  General  ISurgoyne  returned ; 
confcquenlly  all  invefligation  and  enquiry  muft  be  prcnint,!!.- 
till  the  arrival  of  that  event.  He  was  the  more  conlirnitd  1:1 
that  opinion,  by  what  had  appeared  in  print,  Ijy  authorit\  ; 
he  meant  Mr.  B'urgoyne's  letter,  in  which  he  Icemcd  toheu- 
ftrlited  by  his  orders.  This  matter  was  varioully  talked  cf, 
und  various  judgments  had  been  already  palled  upon  the  en;;. 
3  V  ■  '     ■  tciiii. 


f 


% 

\ 

'    A.  1778.  DEBATES.  267 

Icnts.  This  was  ftlll  a  ftronger  reafon  with  him  to  ubft.iia 
from  acceding  to  any  motion,  which,  from  ihcfc  circum- 
Piiiiiccs,  muft  almoll  inevitably  lead  to  a  partial  judgmi-nt. 
To  corroborate  what  he  laid,  his  Lordfliip  Informed  the  Hoiile, 
that  at  a  very  early  period  of  his  acquaintance  with  Parlia- 
ment, a  difaftcr  had  happened  to  the  Eritifli  arms,  a  motion 
was  at  that  time  made  extremely  iimilar  to  the  prefent ;  it 
was  made  by  the  late  Mr.  fox  [afterwards  Lord  Holland] 
but  the  parties  being  abfent  [Leflockc  and  Matthews]  the 
prefent  Lord  Chatham  [then  Mr.  Pitt]  made  a  motion  to 
IKjftpone  the  enquiry,  till  thofe  gentlemen  were  on  the  fpot  to 
anfwer  for  themfelvcs.  And  as  he  wifhed  to  do  now,  fo  he 
did  then ;  he  feconded  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord  who 
wiflied  to  defer  the  enquiry,  till  every  perfon  concerned 
fhould  be  in  afituation  to  anfwer  forhinifelf. 

Colonel  Barrc  treated  the  noble  Lord's  general  profeflions 
of  candour  and  impartiality  with  a  kind  of  ludicrous  appro- 
bation. He  fuppofed  when  the  noble  Lord  talked  of  tliink- 
ing  for  himfelf,  he  meant  no  more  than  to  fay,  that  he  adopted 
higher  opinions  than  thofe  of  the  minificr;  he  fliould  not  be 
therefore  furprlfed  if  he  differed  from  the  miniffer,  and  yet 
when  the  queftion  came  to  be  finally  determined,  he  Ihould 
vote  in  a  majority  ;  he  was  certain  th:'t  if  the  noble  Lord's 
judgment  was  fonncd  upon  ihathigh  authority  hcfufpc£lcd  it 
was,  iliould  theminifter  be  fo  hardy  as  to  differ  from  him,  h.-; 
would  mofl  certainly  fmd  himfelf  out-\iumliered.  As  10  ;lie 
'learned  gentleman,  who  lb  carncftly  affiniiud,  that  he  nic?.i,t 
to  follow  no  man's  opinion  but  his  own,  he  was  willing  tc  be- 
lieve, that  he  itood  in  'the  fame  prcdicair.ent  as  the  lall:  r.^.cn- 
tloned  noble  Lord  ;  by  fpeaking  no  opinions  but  their  own, 
they  plainly  gave  the  minifter  to  undcrftand,  that  v.'hencvcr  h? 
afted  from  his  own  judgment,  or  ihowcd  the  leatl:  difpciltion 
to  inform  the  Houfe  on  matters  necellary  to  be  kno\\'n,  that 
he  was  no  longer  to  be  fupported  ;  but  muft  give  way  to  ..hat 
over-ruling  influence  which  govt  rncd  every  th.ing,  Vv'ithln  and 
without  Parliament.  He  felt  therefore  fc,  the  fnuation  of 
the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon;  and  whenever  the  que- 
ftion fliould  come  to  receive  a  negative,  lie  aJvifcd  hi^  j.crd- 
ftiip  not  to  undergo  the  painful  mortification  of  being  ren- 
dered a  cypher,  while  he  apparently  held  the  raid;  of  In  il  ini- 
nifter  ;  but  prudently  taking  the  hint  from  t'le  v.oble  I'ld 
who  laft  fpoke,  and  the  learned  gentleman  [>.!r.  WedJcr- 
burne]  who  fpoke  before,  make  his  retreat  in  time,  and,  a-; 
ufual,  vote  in  a  decided  majority. 

M  m  2  T^.Ir. 
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Mr.  Jiurh.  -M,-.  Bwke  aflured  tlie  noble  Lord,  who  Ij.ol-.e  laft  hut  cm-,  || 
tliat  it"  he  iTie.int  to  point  at  hiin,  as  one  of  the  pcrlbns  \v!m  IH 
liad  hinted  any  meat'ure  againfl:  Lord  and  General  Huwe,  he  Jji 
^vas  exceedingly  iniftaken.  He  was  pcrfcftly  latisiiL-d  th;'.i  ?■' 
thcv  were  able  men  ;  he  waa  lure  ftiU,  that  they  were  deferv-  ;■ 
ing  of  a  higher  character,  for  he  was  perfuaded  they  were  guoii  ? 
men.  He  prefiimed,  that  fomethlng  which  had  fallen  from 
him  in  a  former  debate  might  have  given  grounds  for  the  pre-  -.i 
icnt  loofe  chnrge.  If  that  was  the  ca!c,  what  he  laid  then  lie  ,-i 
was  now  willing  to  repeat,  which  was,  that  perfons  intru(li->l  i;,| 
with  the  commilJipn  of  the  firft  magnifude,  which  coniinilli-ja  ^j 
was  attended  not  only  with  a  very  high  falary,  butwiilip.i-  |j 
tronage  and  otlier  very  great  advantages,  ought  to  have  foiiic  f  J 
coatr^;ul,  which  might  direft  them  to  a  fpeedy  execution  of  \' 
the  fpecial  purpofes  of  their  commiilion  ;  wlicn  he  faid  Uiiv,  i'l 
lie  meant  it  only  as  a  general  propolition,  not  applicaljlc  to  t'lc  »! 
men  hut  to  the  nature  of  their  trufl ;  it  was  a  good  rule  in  y. 
policy,  lb  it  was  in  the  mofl  ordinary  occurrences  ofluinum  ;■; 
life,  never  to  put  a  man  into  a  lituatioii  where  duty  was  to  be  \\ 
pcrtcrmed,  the  pcrfonal  advantages  of  which  fituation  might  \l 
tempt  him  to  look  to  the  latter  in  preference  to  the  former.  \i 

Gov,  John-      Governor  ')'oh)tfioi!e  faid,  that  he  was  much  furprifed  at  the         ol 
-'^""'  uncommon  ingenuity  of   the  noble  Lord,  who  could  readily 

Ihift  the  odium  (b  juflly  charged  on  adminiflration,  for  en- 
couraging the  libels  daiiy  circulated  or  our  commanders  na- 
val .^ul  military  in  America,  upon  the  gentlemen  on  his  fulc 
of  die  lloulc,  when  it  was  notorioufly  known,  that  from  the 
very  firfl  commencement  of  the  war  to  the  prelent  minutf, 
every  plan  that  failed,  which  was  in  faft  every  plan  adopted, 
was  indirc£fly  charged  to  the  inability,  ncgleft,  &c.  of  thofe 
entrufted  with  the  execution.  He  acknowledged,  that  he  did 
lay,  and  wa'i  free  to  declare  at  all  times,  that  no  man  iliouKi 
have  it  in  his  jjower,  be  his  cliarafter  ever  lb  high,  to  proioni; 
a  war,  in  the  prolongation  oi  which  he  might  not  liave  m 
eventual,  but  muft  have  a  certain  intercfl.  When  lie  f.iid 
this,  heiblemnly  protefted  he  meant  no  particular  application. 
-  He  wa>;  forry  to  liiy,  that  the  conduft  of  thofe  who  ])roieneil 
thenifelvcs  the  friends  of  government,  was  very  different ; 
they  made  applications  of  thcfc  general  propofitions  to  parti- 
culars. The  tardy  progrcfs  of  the  army  under  Sir  ^Villialll 
Howe,  according  as  occalions  Icrved,  they  attributed  atone 
time  to  inaftivity,  at  another  to  wilful  delay  in  the  comman- 
der, on  a.luppoiition  of  his  being  too  fond  of  the  emolumcni'i 
of  his  I'liiuulon,  to  put  it  to  an  end.     He  kad  not  the  honour 
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of  being  pcrfoiLilly  acquaintetl  witli  Sir  William  Howe;  !nit 
if  !ic  knew  a  man  upon  earth  more  nhove  nil  mankind  than  tlie 
reft  of  his  i']iecies,  it  was  Loi\l  Howe.  He  never,  knew  any 
man,  in  any  iitiiation,  who,  it  was  more  improbable,  would 
be  tempted  from  a  llrift  ami  rigid  dillhar!;c  of  his  duty,  than 
the  noble  Lord  alluded  to,  by  anything,  which,  in  tlie  com- 
mon acceptation  of  mankind,  may  he  fiippofed  to  I'cduce  per- 
fons  in  fuch  lituations  from  a  faithful  difcharge  of  their 
duty. 

Lord  A';/_(,'.-;;/ difclaimed  any  guidance,  either  perfonal  OTi,i,  i.r,,. 
miniflerial,  liut  what  his  own  iudgment  led  him  to;  he  was 
as  ready  to  rciuT:  the  inliuence  hinted  at  liy  the  jroiiomable 
gentleman,  if  any  fuch  influence  really  exifled,  as  to  oppofc 
die  rninifter  if  he  thought  him  in  the  wrong.  Fie  was  a  free 
man,  and  would  remain  fo  ;  he  was  anhoneft'man,  and  had 
from  his  earliefl  aciiuaintance  with  Parliam.ent,  afted  accord- 
ing to  principle.  The  emoluments  of  his  ofiice  had  not  fuf- 
ficient  temptation  to  bias  his  judgment;  they  were  at  all 
times  with  him  a  matter  of  paltry  conlideration  ;  his  fortune 
was  am]iie,  his  expeftations  none  at  all,  and  his  intentions 
clearly  direfted  to  the  promoting  the  mtereft  of  his  coun- 
try. 

Mr.   Thiirkc  [Attorney-General]  clofcd   the  debate;    hc^^r.Ti<, 
faid,  the  merits  were  not  before  the  Home;  that  the  motion 
had,  for   upwards  of  an  hour  and  a  halt',    been  withdrawn  by 
common  confeut. 


Lift  of  the  Corps  ivh'uh  have  hcen  ordered  to  he  r.a\ful  dvr'vt?  the 
■late  AHouritmoit  of  the  Hmfe  of  Commons,  v/uh  the  s\'"we.^  oj 
■the  Officer i  appointed  to  (otninaiui lh(fe  Corps. 

Corps.  Cjinmandants, 

Royal  Mancheiler  regiment  1  --,  ,       ,ht     i       j 
^^r  r  ^        ■=  Colonel  Mawhood 

A  Highland  regiment  of  foot    Colonel  William  Gordon 

Ditto"  -  -    ■  Colonel  John  M'Kin/ie 

Ditto  -  -  Lieut.  Col.  John  C.Mripl.dl 

Ditto  -  -  Colonel  janies  Murray 

Ditto  -  -  Lieut.  Col.  John  IM'Donald 

Abattalionof  foot  in  North- 1  ^  ,       ,,.         •    --,, 
Britain                 -  j  Colonel  h  rane.s  Ai 'Lean 

A  Highland  re;nment  of  foot  Lisut.  CjI.  Earl  of  Seaforth 

R0V..1I 
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Royal  Liverpool  blues  Mnjor-General  Calcraft 

Royal  Edinburgh  volunteers      Colonel  Sir^Villiam  Evlkinc 
Royal  Ulafgow  volunteers         Colonel  Alexamler  Lellie 
fCaptain  Hui^h  Lord 

I  Captain  Rowland  Edwards 
^  Captain  Alexander  Campbell 

Kine  Independent  Compa- j  .^^P^^l"  ^.f^'^^'  f^] 

"'"^^^^^^^  I  Caju.  Lord  V,lc.  Fielding 

Captain  Gcor-c  Vaui^iian 
1  Captain  John  I'idwards 
t  Captain  Lord  Herbert. 


Cojiy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  JFur  to  Sir  Thomas  E- 
gerton  Baronet,  dated  ibth  December,  1777. 

SIR, 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  King  to  acquaint  yon,  that  his 
Majcfty  approves  of  the  very  handlbnic  oiler  made  by  the  town 
of  Manchelter,  through  you,  for  railing;  a  regiment  of  foot  at 
their  own  expcncc,  the  regiment  to  coiilill  of  eight  battalion 
companies,  one  company  of  grenr.dier';,  and  one  of  light  in- 
fantry ;  the  battalion  companies  to  confiil:  each  of  one  ca|)- 
tain,  two  lieutenants,  one  cniign,  fcrjcants,  corporals,  two 
drummers  and  lOD  private  men;  the  grcnad.ier  company  of  Ij 

one  captain,  three  lieutenants,  lerjeants,  coi-porals,  two  drum- 
mers, two  lifers  and  100  men  ;  the  light  infantry  company  of 
one  captain,  three  lieutenants,  ferjcants,  corjiorals,  two  dnim- 
mers  and  lOO  private,  with  the  ulual  ftaff-ofriccrs ;  the  icgi- 
iiient  to  have  one  colonel-commandant,  one  lieutenant-colo- 
nel and  one  major,  each  having  alio  a  company. 

The  non-comm.illioned  otllcers  and  private  men  are  to  re- 
ceive pay  from  the  days  of  their  rcfpeflive  attcflaiions. 

No  more  than  three  guineas  bounty-money  will  be  allowed 
to  be  given  to  each  recruit. 

None  are  to  be  enlifted  under  five  feet  four  inches,  nor  un- 
der eighteen  years,  or  above  thin  v. 

It  is  required,  that  the  regiment  Ihall  hcaiflual'v  ralL.l  and 
approved  (after-  being  reviewed  by  a  gep.eral  (jilicer)  widnu 
four  months  from  the  date  hereof.  I  have  rcpreieiiie  J  to  hii 
Majefty,  that  commiffions  arc  notdciired  for  the  oiliceis  until 
the   regiment  fliall  be  fo  reviewed  and  approved,  except  for 

Captain 
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Captain  Norsfall  of  the  2y],  nnJ  Ro-^er  Aytouii,  Eiq;  late  cf 
the  ijth  [lraj;oons,  the  intcadcJ  major  and  deleft  captain. 

The  lillof  the  other  gentlemen  rccommcnJed  vhrough  you 
for  commifi'ions  has  been  laid  before  the  King,  and  honoured 
with  his  royal  approbation,  and  tliey  may  be  allured  that  they 
fliall  have  commiiiions  as  loon  as  ever  the  regiment  is  raifed 
and  approved. 

I  am  likewife  authorifed  by  his  Majefty  to  acquaint  you, 
that  the  officers  will  be  intitled  to  half-pay  ;  in  cafe  the  reel- 
pent  fhall  be  reduced  after  it  has  been  once  eftablifhed. 
I  have  thchonoi'.r.to  be,  Sir,  &:c. 

EARK.IKGTON. 


Coj-y  of  a  Leiter  from  the  Sen-etmy  at  JVtir  to  ihc  Ho>nurr,h'.c Cu^ 
kiicl  William  Gordon,  dated  Kjto  December,  1777. 

[Like  Leiter  of  fit  me  Date  to  John  M'Kenzie,  Ef>].] 

fLike   Letter,  dated  2^tb   December,    1 777,    to  Co'onel  fames 
Mnrray.] 

[Like  Letter,  dctcd  ^d  January,  t  778,  /o  Col.  Francis  M'Lcan.] 

SIR,  TFar-Offce,  1 9//1  December,  1777. 

1  AM  commanded  by  the  King  to  acquaint  you,  that  his 
Majefty  approves  of  your  propofal  for  railing  a  regiment  of 
foot  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  to  coniift  of  eight  batta- 
lion companies,  one  company  of  grenadiers,  and  one  oflin-ht- 
infantry  ;  the  battalion  companies  to  confift  each  of  one  cap- 
tain, two  lieutenants,  one  enlign,  five  ferjeants,  five  corporals, 
two  drummers  and  100  private  men  ;  the  grenadier  company 
of  one  captain,  three  lieutenants,  five  ferjeants,  five  corporals, 
two  drummers,  two  pipers  and  100  private  men;  the  light- 
infantry  company  of  one  captain,  three  lieutenants,  five  fer- 
jeants, five  corporals,  two  drummers,  and  100  private,  with 
the  ufual  flafl'-officers.  The  regiment  to  have  the  field- 
olTicers  under  m  -ntioned,  viz.  one  lieutenant-colonel,  and  one 
major,  each  alio  having  a  company,  one  major  without  a  com- 
pany, receiving  an  allowance  of  los.  per  diem  in  lieu  thereof, 
and  $i.pcr  diem  as  major;  but  in  cafe  of  the  death  or  promo- 
tion of  the  additional  major,  the  pay  of  fuch  major  is  lo  ceafe 
xipon  the  eftablifliment. 

■       ,  The 
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Ths  regiment  to  be  under  vouv  commind  as  colonel-com- 
ni;uiclant,  with  the  coT.maad  of  a  company. 

I  nm  to  inform  you,  that  levy-money  will  be  nllowcd  you 
at  the  rate  of  ^L  per  man  for  10S2  men  ;  and  rhni  his  Kl.\-  f 
jefty  has  been  pleaftd  to  dircifl  th.it  the  j-ay  of  the  veginiint  | 
Ihall  take  place  from  the  date  of  your  bentin,-;  order,  am!  iTi.dl  ! 
be  allowed  you  in  aid  of  rccrui'iiv,',  on  .condition  that  you  I'a  | 
render  an  cxaft  account  of  the  faid  Itvy-monjy  and  pr-y  il;;it  t' 
fliall  be  iflucd  to  you,  chargmg  againl!  it  iivc  jaiineas  for  each  ', 
man  reviewed  and  approved,  log^tiier  witli  I'ne  ruhlificiKe  of  |' 
the  iiOM-commiilioned  officers  and  private  men,  from  the  ilay  J 
of  their  refpcftlve  atteftations ;  and  if  there  fltouM  be  any  | 
balance  remaining,  it  is  to  be  confidcred  as  a  i'avin^^  to  thi: 
public,  to  be  hereafter  difpofed  of  vs  lliall  be  thought  propir. 

No  more  than  three  guineas  will  be  allowed  to  be  given  lo 
each  recruit. 

None  are  to  be  enlifted  under  five  feet  four  inches,  nor  un- 
der eighteen  years  or  above  thirty. 

It  is  required  'hat  the  regiment  fliall  be  aftually  1  aifed  and 
approved  (after  Ijeing  reviewed  by  a  general  ofiicer)  within 
four  months  from  the  date  hereof. 

1  have  reprel'ented  to  his  Majefty,  that  you  IniniMy  hope 
vou  fliall  be  indulged  in  recommending  tlic  olhuTs,  being 
luch  as  are  well  affefted  to  his  Majefty,  and  mofl  likely  l)y 
their  intercfl:  and  conneftions  toaiiill  in  raifiitgtlic  corns  with- 
<.ut  dclav  ;  but  that  you  do  not  delire  any  lominiliions  fur 
ilii'm  Limil  the  regiment  fhail  have  been  laifed  and  approvccL 

Y'^'U  will  therefore  be  plealed  lO  ftiid  to  me,  f  t  hib  Ma- 
jt-ftv's  confideration,  a  lift  of  Uich  perions  a:;  you  propofc  for 
ofl'icrs,  who,  if  they  meet  Willi  his  royal  approi-atioa,  may 
1  e  allured  that  they  fliall  have  commllhons  as  loon  as  ever  the 
regiment  is  complcuted  ;  and  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  it  isliis 
Maieity's  intention,  tliat  the  companies  wliii  h  Iball  he  firft 
railed  fliall  entitle  their  c:'pt.;liis  and  lulialtcins  to  I'eniority  in 
the  regiment  according  u<  livjn-  reipeiElive  rani-.s,  and  the  dif- 
ferent periods  ut  which  the  laid  companies  fliall  l^e  com- 
plcjted. 

I  ,jni  to  inf.irm  you,  ihat  in  call-  the  pcrfons  approved  by 
thpKing  for  the  ra'nk  of  majors  Ir.ould  be  of  let.,  than  fiv'c 
■•.■eai  J  ftaiiding  ii)  the  .irmy  as  capLains,  they  aie  to  pay  30oh 
cacli  I'or  ih^ir  commiliions,  which  fums  are  to  he  carried  in 
aid  of  lIvj  cl'.arge  brought  on  the  public  fur  iLvy-money,  and 
ciediud  to  ihe  general  account. 

lam 
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.  I  am  likewile  authorlfed  by  liis  Majefty  to  acquaint  yon, 

>  the  officers  will  be  intitlcd  to  half-pay,    in  cafe  thi;  rtginicnt 

i  fhall  be  reduced,  after  it  has  been  once  eftabliflied. 

)  I  have  the  King's   command   to  add,    that,   as    order?   are 

'I  given  for  feveral  other  Highland  corps,  it  is  his  Majefty's  in- 

f  tcntion,  tliat  their  Jeniority  in  the  army  fliall  be  determined        •    '       . 

;  by  the  pcri'jds  at  which  they  ihall  be  reCpeftively  comnleatcdp 

;  1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  &c. 

BarrjngTuN„ 


C:'l>p  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  I  far  to  Lleuteiiant-CclGnel 
John  Campbell,  dated  H)tb  December,  1777. 

[Like  Letter  ciaied  the  2^t/j  December,    I'J'j'^,    to   LHutcnant- 
Colonel  ]o\m  M'Uonald.j 

S  I  R,  TVar-Office,    jC)th  December,  1777, 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  King  to  acquaint  you,  that  his 
Majcily  approves  of  your  propofal  for  raifmg  a  regiment  of 
foot  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  to  confift  of  eight  batta- 
lion companies,  one  company  of  grenadiers,  and  one  of  light- 
infantry  ;  the  battalion  compai-jies  to  conlill;  each  of  one  cap- 
tain, two  lieutenants,  onecnfign,  five  ferjcants,  live  corporals, 
two  drummei's,  and  ico  private  men  ;  the  grenadier  company 
of  one  captain,  three  lieutenants,  live  ferjeants,  five  corporals, 
two  drumniers,  two  pipers  and  100  private  men  }  the  light- 
infantry  comjiany  of  one  cajnain,  3  lieutenants,  5  ferjeants, 
5  corporals,  2  drummers,  and  100  private,  with  the  ufual  flafF- 
plTicers.  The  regiment  to  have  two  majors,  each  having  alfo 
a  company,  and  to  be  under  your  command  as  lieutcnant- 
cclonel  commandant,  with  the  command  of  a  company. 

I  am  to  inform  you,  that  levy-money  will  be  iltucd  to  you 
Stthc  rate  of  3l./'frmrin  for  1082  me:>,  and  that  his  Majefty  has 
been  pleafed  to  direft  that  the  pay  of  the  reg.ment  ihall  take 

filace  from  the  date  of  your  beating- order,  and  fhall  be  alt 
owed  yo-j  in  aid  of  recruiting,  on  condition  that  you  do  ren- 
der an  exaft  account  of  the  faul  levy-money  and  pay  that  fliall 
be  ifiuc.l  to  you,  charging  againft  it  five  guineas  for  each  man 
reviewed  and  approved,  together  with  the  fubliltence  of  the 
non-commiuioned  officers  and  private  men  from  the  day  of 
tlieir  reljicc^ive  atteftations  ;  and  if  there  fliould  be  any  ba- 
lance remaining:,,  it  is  to  be  confidcred  as  a  laving  to  the  pub- 
lic to  be  hereafter  difpofcd  of  as  fhall  be  thought  proper. 
Vol.  V ill.  Nn  "  Np. 
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No  more  than  three  guineas  will  be  alloweil  to  be  given  to 
each  recruit. 

None  are  to  be  enlifled  under  five  feet  four  inclics,  nor 
■under  eighteen  years,  or  aljove  thirty. 

It  is  required,  that  tlie  regiment  fiiall  be  aftually  railed  and 
■    jippro\ed  (after  being  revicvred  by  a  general  olliecr)  within 
'four  months  from  the  date  hereof. 

I  have  rcprcfentcd  to  liis  Majefly,  that  you  humbly  hope 
you  fliall  be  indiuged  in  reco'iimending  the  officers,  being 
fuch  as  are  v.-ell  alTeded  to  his  Majefty,"  and  moft  likelv,  by 
their  intcrefl:  and  connexions,  to  aliift  in  raifing  the  corps 
M-ithout  delay  ;  but  that  you  do  not  dclire  any  commiHioiis  lur 
them  until  the  regiment  lliall  b,ave  been    raued  and  apprcvL^I. 

You  will  be  pleal'ud  therefore  to  fend  to  me,  lor  his  Ma- 
jelly's  conlidcration,  a  lid  of  fuch  perl'ons  as  you  propole  lor 
olbcers,  who,  if  they  meet  with  his  royal  approbation,  may  k- 
alUnred  that  they  f!i';dl  have  commifllons  as  loon  asevcrllic 
regiment  i>  complealetl  ;  ami  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  it  is  liis 
Majelly's  intention,  that  the  companies  which  Ihall  be  lirlt 
railed  Hiall  intillc  their  captain,  and  fubaltern.  to  Icniority  u} 
the  regiment  according  to  their  refpeiTUve  ranks,  and  ilir  dif- 
ferent periods  at  which  the  faid  companies  ihall  be  com- 
pleated. 

I  am  to  inform  you,  that  in  cafe  the  pcrlons  approved  by 
tjie  King  for  the  rank  of  major  Ihould  bo  of  lets  than  live 
vears  llanding  in  the  army  as  captains,  ihey  aic  to  pay  300!. 
each  for  their  conirnillions,  which  bums  arc  to  be  earned  maid 
of  the  charge  brought  on  the  public  for  levy-money,  and  cre- 
dited to  the  general  account. 

I  am  Ukewife  authorifed  by  his  M;ijefty  to  acquaint  vou 
the  oificers  will  be  intitled  to  half-pay,  in  cafe  the  re;:imcnt 
Ihall  bo  reduced,  after  it  has  been  once  eftabliftcd. 

1  have  the  King's  command  to  add,  that  as  orders  arc  f^ivcn 
for  fevcral  other  Highland  corp^,  it  is  bis  Mncily's  intention 
that  their  feuiority  in  the  army  fliall  be  determined  by  the  pe- 
riods at  ^vhich  they  (li all  be  r'efpeftively  comi^ieated'. 
J  luu  e  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  (S:c. 

yA'.'.r.INCTOM, 
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j          Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  nt  IJ'ar  to  Colonel  Sir  Wiliiara 
,'  Erfkinc,  <:,'i(iiv-/ 1 7i/y  January,  1778. 

;  [Like  Letter  of  the  fame  Date  to  the  rhnmrahle  Colonel  Alcxantlcf 

Lcfliej'or  the  Ghfgow  /'&/;.• ///avi.] 

I  SIR,  /n»--0^,-.%  iT.'iJanuavy,  3'/7S. 

■•  I  AM  coinmandcd  hy  the  King  to  aciji/aint  yoii/thut  iii'i 

i         Majefty  approves  of  the  very  haiuifomc  jiropoial  m.ulc  h\  th- 
,,         genttcmcnof  Etlinliiirgh,  for  raifing  a  rt.-r'iaicnt  of  i■:^(^t  at  thcii 
{    f         ownexpence;  the  regiment  to  confift  of  ei;!ht  b:\ttalion  cora- 
F  1         panies,  one  company  of  grenadiers,  and  one  of  ligiit-iiifintrv; 
f    I         the   battalion  companies   to  confifi.  each  of  one  capvnin,   two 
}         lieutenants,    one  enfign,   five  ferjeants,    five   corporals,    two 
drummers  and  100  private  men  ;  the   grenadier  company  of 
one  captain,   three  lieutenants,  five  ferjeants,  five  corporals, 
two  drummers,  two  fife rs  and   100  private  men  ;   the  light- 
infantry  company  of  one  captain,  three  licutencnts,   five  Icr- 
jcants,  five  corporals,    two  drummers   and  ico  private,  with 
the  ufual  flaff-oificers.     The  regiment  to  have  the  following 
field-officers,  viz.  one  lieutenant-colonel  and  one  mnjoi-,  each 
■having  alfo  a  company,  and  one  major  withour  a  company, 
;  rccei\ing  an  allowance  of  los,  per  diem  in  lieu  thereof,  and 

f  Si.  per  diem  as  major,  but  in  cafe  of  the  death  or  promotion  of 

the  additional  major,  the  pay  of  fuch  major  is  to  ccafc  ujwil 
the  eftabliflinient  ;  the  regiment  to  be  under  your  command 
as  colonel-commandant,  with  the  command  of  a  company. 

The  non-commiflioned  officers  and  private  men  are  to  re- 
ceive pay  from  the  tiays  of  their  relpicdive  attcltations. 

No  moi'e  than  three  guineas  bounty-money  will  be  allowed 
to  be  given  to  each  recruit. 

None  are  to  be  inlifted  under  five  feet  four  inches,  nor  un- 
der eighteen  years,  or  above  thirty. 

It  is  required  that  the  regiment  fliallbe  aiTcually  raifed  and 
approved  (after  being  reviewed  by  a  general  officer)  wlthia 
four  months  from  the  dato  hereof. 

I  am  likewifc  authorlfed  by  his  Majefty  to  acquaint  you, 
\  that  the  officers  will  be  intitled  to  half-pay,  in  cafe  tlie  regi- 

ment fliall  be  reduced  after  it  has  been  once  cftablifhcd. 

I  am  to  add,  that  it  is  his  Majefty's  pleafurc,  tliat  from  the 
date  hereof,  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  rebellion  now 
fubfifting  in  North  America,  every  perfon  wlic;  lha',1  inlifl  u 
N  n  :;     '■  a  f.lci.L 
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a  foldier  inany  ofhis  Majcfty's  marching  regiments  of  foot 
fliaU  he  intitlcd  to   his  difcharge  at  the  end  of  three  years,  t>r 
at  the  end  of  the  rebellion,  at  the  option  of  his  Majefty. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,\\-c. 

Baf.rinctoi:. 


Cap')  of  a  Lcllcrfrorn  the  Secretary  at  fJ'ur   to   the  Earl  of  Sea- 
forth,  i/«iifc/ 8i/.' January,  1778. 

M.Y  Lor;>,  mir-Offlce,  %tb  Janunrv,  1778. 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  King  to  acquaint  your  Lord- 
ftip,  that  liis  Majefty  approves  of  your  propofal  for  raifuig  a 
regiment  of  foot  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  to  confillof 
eight  battalion  companies,  one  company  of  grenadiers,  ;inil 
one  of  light-infantry  ;  the  battalion  companies  to  confilt  caili 
fif  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  one  enfign,  five  fcvie.ints  n\c 
corporals,  two  drummers  and  100  private  men  ;  the  picnaJiiT 
company  of  one  captain,  three  lieutenants,  five'  f.rjcant.--,  fi\c 
corjiorals,  two  drummers,  two  pipers  and  ico  private  men  • 
the  liglit-infantry  company  of  one  captain,  three  lieutenants,' 
five  lerjeants,  five  corporals,  two  drummers  and  100  private,' 
witli  the  ufual  ftaff-officers.  The  regi^ucnt  to  have  one  lieu- 
tenant-colonel commandant,  and  tv/o  majors,  each  haviti"- 
alfo  the  comtnand  of  a  company.  '  '    ' '"' 

I  am  to  inform  you,  that  levy-money  v;ill  be  il'aied  to  you 
at  the  rate  of  3I.  per  man  for  loSz  men,  and  that  his  IVla- 
jefty  has  bcenpleafcd  to  dircft,  that  the  pay  of  the  regiment 
Jliall  take  place  from  the  date  of  your  locating  ordeT,  and 
iliall  be  allowed  you  \n  aid  of  recruiting,  on  condition  that 
you  do  render  an  cxaft  account  of  the  faid  kvy-jTionpy  and 
pay  that  Iliall  be  iflued  to  )  ou,  charging  aguinft  it  five  Gui- 
neas for  each  man  reviewed  and  approved,  1:ogctlicr  wltlAlic 
fubilftence  of  the  non-commil]Ioned  officers  and  private  mhi 
from  the  day  of  their  relpeflive  atteftations  ;  and  if  there 
fnould  be  any  '-J.mcc  remaining,  it  is  to  be  confidcred  as  a 
laving  to  the  pjouc^  to  be  hereafter  dilpofed  of  as  iliall  be- 
thought proper. 

No  more  than  three  guineas  wilfljc  :i!!c'\ved  to  be  crivcn  'c 
each  recruit.  ^ 

None  are  to  be  enlifted  under  five  icct  four  inches,  nor  un- 
der eighteen  years  or  above  thiitv. 

It  is  i-eciuircd,  that  tlie  regirueut  fliall  be  aftually  raifed  and 
■    ,  ■  npiiiovrj 
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{  :;'provecl  (after  being  reviewed  by  a  general  officer)  \\it!un 
i'    four  months  from  the  date  hereof. 

/  Having  laid  before  the  King  your  Lordfliip's  rcprefenta- 
f  !',on,  that  your  having  tlic  command  of  this  corps  will  con- 
*  fi.!i;rably  accelerate  the  vaifing  and  compleating  it,  and  that 
I ,  ilcfirous  of  fhewing  your  attachment  to  the  caufc  i)y  perfonal 
I  fcrvico,  your  Lordlliip^hopcs  his  Majefty  will  not  objeft  to 
.  I  your  being  lieutenant-colonel  commandant,  on  condition  tliac 
I  you  do  renounce  all  claim  of  future  rank  or  promotion  in  ilic 
I  srmy,  and  in  cafe  of  a  reduftion  that  you  do  not  dcfire  half- 
l  pay,  or  any  other  emoluments  whatever,  I  am'  to  acquaint 
■  you,  his  Majefty  is  plcafcd,  on  thefe  conditions,  to  approve 
I  cf  your  Lordfliip  as  lieutenant-colonel  commandant,  with  the 
;,    command  of  a  company. 

J  His  Majefty  referves  to  himfelf  the  nomination  of  the  two 
I  majors,  but  leaves  to  your  Lordfhip  tbi;  yecommmrlatirn  uf  ths 
?  chcr  ojpcer^s,  being  fnch  as  arc  ivell  cjfiBed  to  his  ALiieJiy,  ?.nd 
\  molt  likely  by  their  intercft  and  connexions  to  a  Hi  ft  in  rai- 
I  fing  the  corps  without  delay,  who,  if  they  meet  with  his  royal 
\  spprobation,  may  be  aft'ured  th.at  they  iliall  have  comfiiifilons 
I  as  foon  as  ever  tlic  regiment  is  complcatcd. 
s  I  am  likewife  autliorifcd  by  his  Majefty  to  acquaint  your 
I  Lordllrip,  the  oihcers  will  be  intltlcd  to  half-pay  in  cafe  the 
i  regiment  ihall  be  reduced,  after  it  has  been  once  eftabliilu.d. 
;.  His  Majefty  contents,  that  on  a  reduftion  the  corps  lh„ll 
I     bcdilliandcd  in  Rofs-fliire. 

•■  I  am  to  add,  that  it  is  his  Majefty's  pleafurc,  that  from  the 
v.  date  hereof,  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  rebellion  now 
I'    fublifting  in  North  America,  every  perfon  who  fliall  enlift  as 

a  ioldier  in  any  of  his  marching  regiments  of  foot  fliall  be  in- 
!.  d  to  his  difchargc  at  the  end  of  three  years,  or  at  tlvj  end 

Li  ilie  rcbellionj  at  the  option  of  his  Majdly. 
';  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lord,  iivc. 
i  Earringtok. 


Ci':^  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  J  far   to  the  Mayor  of  Li- 
verpool, datedZth  January,  J  778. 

S  I  R,  JFar-OJfce,  %th  January,  177S. 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  King  to  acquaint  you,    that  his 

Majefty  approves  of  the  very  handfome  propofal  made  by  the 

gentlemen  of  Live '-pool,  throu(;^!i  their  commirtee,  for  niifing 

a  re<ria)cnt 
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a  regiment  of  foot  at  their  own  expcncc;  the  regiment 
confifl:  of  eight  battalion  companies,  one  company  of  ^Kn 
cilery  and  one  of  light  infantry  ;  the  battalion  companies 
confift;  each  of  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  one  enligii,  n 
ferjcants,  five  corporals,  two  drummers  and  100  private  iik 
the  grenadier  company  cf  one  capliaid,  three  lieutenants,  fi 
lerjeants,  five  corporals,  two  drummers,  two  fifers  and  i 
private  men  ;  the  light-infantry  company  of  one  captni 
tliree  lieutenants,  five  ferjeants,  five  corporals,  two  druniiiii 
and  100  private,  with  the  ufual  Itaff-oilicers.  The  rcgiuK 
to  have  one  colonel-commandant,  one  lieutenant-colonel  :i 
one  major,  each  having  alfo  a  company. 

The  non-commifironed  officers  and  private  men  arc  to  r 
celve  pay  from  the  days  of  their  refpcftive  atteftations. 

No  more  than  three  guineas  bounty-money  wilt  be  . 
lowed  to  be  given  to  each  recruit. 

T\one  arc  to  be  cnllftcd  under  five  feet  four  inches,  11 
imdcr  eighteen  years,  or  above  thirty. 

It  is  required,  that  the  regiment  fhall  be  actually  raifcd  a 
approved  (after  being  reviewed  by  a  general  olficcr)  witi: 
four  months  from  the  date  hereof.  I  have  Te)n-clcn'ttd  to  1 
Majcfty,  that  commilfions  are  not  de-fired  for  the  oflicers  11 
til  the  regiment  Ihall  be  reviewed  and  approved. 

The  lift  of  the  gentlemen  recommended  through  the  cor 
mittee  for  commilfions  has  been  laid  before  the  King,  and  h 
noured  with  ids  roy;d  approbation,  and  they  may  be  alfin 
that  they  fhall  have  commiliions,  as  foonas  ever  the  reguik 
is  raifcd  and  approved. 

I  am  likewiie  authorifcd  by  his  Majefiiy  to  acquaint  yei 
that  the  olficers  will  be  intltled  to  half-pay,  in  cafe  the  rei; 
ment  fliall  be  reduced,  after  it  has  been  onceeftabliflicd. 

I  am  to  add,  that  it  is  his  Majefty's  pleafure,  that  from  ll 
date  hereof,  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  rebellion  ne 
fubfifl;lng  in  North  America,  every  perfon  who  flrall  enlill 
a  foldicr  in  any  of  his  Majefty's  marching  regiments  of  I'o 
lliall  be  intitled  to  his  difchargc  at  the  end  of  three  years,  or 
the  end  of  the  rebellion,  at  the  option  of  his  Majedy. 
I  have  the  b.onour  to  be,  Sir,  c\-r. 

.Barrincto:;. 


A,  1778,  DEBATES.  279 

Qpyofa  Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  TJ'ar  to  Hugh  Lord,  Epj; 
hie  Captain  in  the  Royal  Irifll   Regiment  of  Foot,  dated  \\th 
'      January,  1778. 

?  \  [I'tie  Letters  te  Cii^'^ta'ins  Rowland  Edwards,  Alexander  Cainp- 
L  T  bell,  George  Adams,  Thomas  Lloyd,  Lord  nfcount  Field- 
i  ing,  John  Edwards  and  Lord  Herbert.] 


S  I  R,  IVar-Offce,  i^tb  January,  177S. 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  King  to  acquaint  you,  "that  his 
Majcfty  approves  of  your  propofal  for  railing  a  company  of 
fnot  in  Wales,  to  conlifl  of  two  lieutenants,  one  enfign,  five 
fcrjeants,  five  corporals,  two  drummers  and  100  private  men, 
and  to  be  under  your  command  as  captain. 

I  am  to  inform  you,  that  levy-money  will  be  iffued  to  you 
at  the  rate  of  3I.  per  man  for  joS  men,  and  that  his  Majcfty 
has  been  pleafed  to  direft  that  the  pay  of  the  company  Ihall 
tilie  place  from  the  date  of  your  beating  order,  and  fliall  be 
allowed  you  in  aid  of  recruiting,  oncondition  that  you  do  ren- 
tier an  exaft  account   of  the    faid    levy-money  and  pay  that 
C'.aU   be  illucd   to  you,  charging  agamft   it  five  guineas  y.o- 
!    each  man  reviewed  and   aj)proved,    together    with    the  ful)- 
'    fiftcnce  of  the   non-cominilhoned  officers   and  private  men, 
]     from  the  days  of  their  reipcftive   attcftations,   and   if  tiicro 
5     lliould  be  any  balance  remaining,  it  is   to   be  coniidercd  as  a 
r     fivlng  to  the  public,  to  be  hereafter  dii'pofed  of  as  ihall  be 
J,     thought  proper. 

s        No  more  than  three  guineas  will  be  allowed  to  be  given  to 
i     each  recruit. 

'        None  are  to  be  enliftcd  under  five  feet  four  inches,  nor  lin- 
I     der  eighteen  years,  or  above  thirty. 

}     '    It  IS  required,  that  the  company  fliall  be  aftually  railed  and 
approved  (after   being  reviewed  by  a  general  oHlcer)  within 
i     Jour  months  from  tiie  date  hereof. 

]  I  have  reprefcntcd  to  his  Majcfty,  that  you  humbly  hope 
I  th''t  you  ihall  Ijc  Indulged  in  recommending  the  officers,  be- 
'.  jng  fuch  as  are  >vj11  alfc^cd  to  his  Majci'ly,  and  moft  likely 
i  by  their  intereft  and  connexions  to  aiiift  in  railing  the  corps 
f  without  delay,  but  that  you  do  not  deilre  any  coinmiftions 
for  them,  \intil  il;e- company  ihall  have  been  railed  and  ap- 
proved. 

You 
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You  will  be  pleafccl  therefore  to  fend  to  me,  for  his  M;i- 
jcfly^s  informal  ion,  a  lift  of  ruchpcrfons  as  vow  pcopofc  for 
ofiicers,  who,  if  theyincct  with  his  roval  approhaiion,  may  Lc 
aiiurc.l  that  ciicy  flinll  have  conin:irioiij'as  foon  as  ever  th: 
company  iscomplcatcJ. 

To  prevent  all  poHil>i';n,  of '..ifuaderftanding  in  a  matcrij! 
point,  I  muft  acquaint  yuu,  cnat  none  of  the  officers,  who  flull 
be  preferred  in  the  ncw^  levies  now  raifing,  will  be  allowed  to 
fell  their  prefent  cominifhons. 

I  am  likewil'e  aathorifed  by  his  ATajefty  to  nequaint  yon, 
that  the  ofiiceri  will  be  inlitled  to  half-p,-v,  in  eafe  the  com- 
pany fhall  be  reduced  after  it  has  been  eUablilJictl. 

I  air)  to  add,  that  it  is  his  Majefly's  ),lea:hre  tiiat,  from  i!.-. 
date  hereof,  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  rebellion  now 
fubfifting  in  North  Am.erica,  every  perfon,  \sho  Ihall  cnlill;.; 
a  Ibldier  in  any  marching  regiment  or  conspany  of  foot,  (li;ill 
be  intided  to  his  dltcharge  at  the  end  of  ihree  years,  or  at  die 
end  of  the  vcbeUjon,  at  the  option  of  his  Majcily. 
I  am,  Sitj  &c, 

r.ARR'NGTO?), 


Cofv  of  r.  Lain-  from  tlx  Sccyctnry  ai  War  to  t'lentcnant  Georgt 
Vaughan  c,i  the  Hof-i\iy  cf  the  laU  yjh  Jic^in-it  of  Fee. 
<7(7.'i-.ii5.1/!j  January,  1778. 

S  I  R,  IVar. Office,  i6tb  January,  177??, 

I  AM  comm.anded  by  the  King  to  acquaint  you,  that  his 
Majcfty  approve  J  of  your  propolal  for  raif^ng  a  company  of 
loot  in  Wales  to  confrft  of  two  lieutenants,  one  cnfign,  five 
ferjcants,  five  corporals,  two  drummers  and  ico  private  nun 
anil  to  be  under  your  command  as  captain.. 

No  levy-money  is  to  be  allowed  you,  but  his  Mnjefty  Iiaj 
been  plealed  to  direft,  that  the  pay  of  ihe  company  fliall  take 
place  from  the  date  of  your  beating-order,  on  condition  thit 
vou  do  render  an  exaft  account  of  the  faid  ])ay  that  flull  l>e 
idncd  royoti,  charging  againft'  it  the  fubllftcnc'e  of  tlie  non- 
commili'ioned  officers  and  private  nien  from  tlie  day  of  their 
refjieclise  attcllations,  and  if  there  flVould  be  any  halniirc' 
remaining,  it  is  to  be  confidcred  as  a  laving  to  the  public,  to 
be  liercal'ter  diOiofed  of  as  fliall  be'thouglit  proper. 

No  more  than  three  guineas  will  be  alipwed  to  be  given  ta. 

each  recruit,  ^ 

.      ■■••  .  Kens  I 
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None  are  to  be  enlifted  under  five  feet  four  inches,  nor  un- 
der eighteen  years,  or  above  thirty. 

It  is  required,  tliat  the  company  fliall  be  aftually  raifcj 
and  approved  (after  being  reviewed  by  a  general  oliicer) 
within  four  months  from  the  date  hereof. 

I  have  reprefentcd  to  liis  Mnjcfty,  that  you  humbly  liope 
you  fiiall  be  indulged  in  recommending  the  officers,  being 
fuch  as  arc  well  afFeSed  to  his  Majefly,  and  moll  likelv  by 
their  intercft  and  connexions  to  affiit  in  raifing  the  corps 
without  delay,  but  that  you  do  not  dcfire  any  commlilions  for 
tliem  until  the  compahy  fliall  have  been  raifed  and  approved. 

You  will  therefore  be  pleafed  to  fend  to  me,  for  liis  Ma- 
jefty's  Information,  a  lifl  of  fuch  perfons  as  you  propofe  i"or 
officers,  who,  if  they  meet  with  his  royal  approbation,  may  hr. 
aiTured  that  they  fhall  have  commillions,  as  foon  as  ever  the 
company  is  compleated. 

To  prevent  all  poffibllity  of  mifunderfianding  in  a  material 
point,  Imufl  acquaint  you,  that  none  of  the  officers  who  fliall 
be  preferred  in  the  new  levies  now  raifing  will  be  allowed  to 
fell  their  prcfent  commiffions. 

I  am  likewife  authorifed  by  his  Majefty  to  acquaint  you, 
that  the  officers  will  be  intltled  to  half-pay,  in  cafe  the  com  - 
pany  Iball  be  reduced  after  it  has  been  once  eftablilbed. 

I  am  to  add,  that  it  is  his  Majefty's  pleafure,  that  from  the 
date  hereof,  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  rebellion  now 
fiiblifting  in  North  America,  every  perfon  who  fliall  enlHl  as 
a  foldier  in  any  marching  regiment  or  company  of  foot,  fliall 
be  intitled  to  his  difcharge  at  the  end  of  three  years,  or  at  the 
end  of  the  rebellion,  at  the  option  of  his  Majefly. 
I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

BARRINGTO>>f. 

Adjourned  to  January  26. 


'^  ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  ;oZer^  George 

Germaine,  dated  Qv.Qhcc,  May  20,    1777. 

[Recelve'J  the  2d  of  July.] 

LIEUTENANT  General  Burgoyne  fliall  have  every  af- 

fiflance  in  rny  power,  and  my  moft   ardent  wiflies  for   the 


•  Thrfe  paptrs  relating  to  the  Canada  Expedition    were  f.ot    laii   befure    the 
Houft  t'llfome  time  after  the  i'oroitr. 

Vol.  VIII.  O  o  pro- 


iSa  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1778; 

profpcriiy  of  the  King's  arms.  The  troops  and  armament 
ckftinfd  tor  his  expedition,  had  immediate  orders  to  receive 
and  follow  his  direftions,  that  he  may  combine  their  move- 
ments as  he  thinks  proper  ;  the  fame  fo  far  as  concerns  [lieu- 
tenant Colonel  St,  Leger's  expedition,  the  Hanau  challeurs 
excepted.  I  have  no  fuch  corps  in  this  army,  nor  any  in- 
formation concerning  it  in  your  dlfpatch,  but  it  is  fct  down 
as  part  of  the  corps  I  am  to  put  under  his  command.  At 
firfl:  I  tiiought  it  might  be  a  miftak?,  and  that  the  Brunfwic 
chaffcurs  were  meant,  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  fnys 
not;  that  thefe  are  to  go  with  him,  and  that  he  thinks  ilic 
Hanau  chafTcurs  are  on  their  way  hither. 

All  the  Indians  in  the  neiglibourhood  of  Niagara  and  Lnkc 
Ontario  have  orders  to  joirt  Colonel  St.  Leger  ;  thofe  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  province,  and  thofe  ordered  laft  year  froiii 
ISIichilimakinac  are  to  attend  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne. 
Three  hundred  Canadian  militia  are  alfo  to  make  the  cam- 
paign, to  be  dil'pofed  of  by  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne, 
which  Canadians,  with  thofe  necclfary  for  Icouring  the  wooils 
towards  the  New  England  provinces,  and  a  great  nunilxT 
which  muft  be  employed  for  the  forwarding  all  things  for 
thofe  two  expeditions,  is,  I  think,  in  the  iirfl:  dawnnig  of 
good  order  and  obedience,  as  much  as  ouglit,  in  prudence, 
to  be  demanded  from  this  unfortunate  province. 

The  marine  has  been  greatly  improved  and  augmrnted, 
which  the  imputience  of  the  kifl  year's  I'crvice  would  not 
pennit.  Thofe  on  Lake  Champlain  have  been  put  under 
Lieutenant  General  Burgoync's  command,  and  the  greatefl 
part  of  thofe  on  Lake  Ontario  will  attend  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel St.  Leger. 


C'^py  of  a  Lelter  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  Major  GciurralVlxA- 
lips,  dated  Hcud-S^ariers,   QiiebeCj^  April  8;/;,    1777. 

S-R, 

ISIY  difpatclies  from  the  fccretary  of  flate  inform  tne, 
that  it  is  his  Majefiy's  pleafure  I  fliould  remain  in  Canad;i; 
and  that  I  Ihould  detach  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  witli 
a  certain  part  ot  the  army,  which  is  as  particularly  detailed, 
that  nothing  is  left  to  me  but  the  feeing  thofe  commands  put 
into  execution  ;  and,  in  cafe  of  the  death  or  illnefs  of  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne,  the  naming  of  his  fuccclior.  As  it  is  my 
intention  to  provide  every  thing  for  this  detachment  with  the 
"i  lame 
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fame  care  and  attention  to  the  good  of  the  fervice,  as  if  I 
were  to  command  it  myfelf,  1  iliall  propofe  that  you  accom- 
piiny  General  Burgoyne,  and  doubt  not  he  will  be  happy  in 
the  thoughts  of  having  fuch  able  afilftance,  while  i  can  only 
cxprefs  my  forrow  at  not  having  it  in  my  power  to  teftify  to 
you,  by  a  greater  mark,  the  high  I'cnfe  I  entertain  of  the 
zeal  and  aftivity  with  which  you  have  conftantly  executed 
the  orders,  which  oecafions  have  required  my  giving  you, 
as  well  as  of  the  obligations  I  am  under  to  ycai  for  the  great 
trouble,  which  you  have  fo  chearfully  taken  upon  you,  in 
the  management  of  our  public  works,  which  by  your  dili- 
gence, I  have  the  farisfaaion  of  finding  in  iV.ch  forwardnefs, 
as  that  the  expedition  under  General  Burgoyne  will  be  able 
to  proceed  without  delay. 

Another  detachment  is  in  like  manner  ordered  to  be  made 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  St.  Leger. 

I  want  as  foon  as  poffible,  for  the  information  of  General 
Burgoyne,  as  exafl:  an  account  as  can  be  had  of  the  batteaus, 
of  what  are  ready,   what  will  be  ready,  and  when. 

I  have  received  your  dilpatches  of  the  5th  inllant. 
I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

G.  a 

p.  S.  I  mufl  llkewlfe  beg  leave  to  know,  how  far  the  orders 
given  fome  time  ago,  with  refpea  to  tranfporting  provlfions 
to  St.  John's  and  Olwegatchic  have  been  carried  into  execu- 
tion ;  and,  I  truft,  you  will  prcfs  the  commiffary  upon  this 
point  as  much  as  poliible, 

Copt  of  a  Lcttir  from  S!r  Guy  Carlcton  to  Major  General  Phil- 
'lips,  dated  Hcad-^arurs,  Qiiebec,   May  12,    1777. 

SIR, 
I  RECEIVE  your  letters  of  the  9th  and  loth  mfiant. 
You  will  have  learned  from  my  Lift  letter,  that  General 
Burgoyne  is  to  take  the  command  of  the  troops  thnt  arc  to 
o-o  out  of  the  province,  and  you  will  fee  by  the  enclo'.ed 
orders,  that  I  put  them  immediately  under  him  ;  but  though 
I  have  nothing  further  to  do  with  them,  I  fliall  nevcrthelefs 
go  up  to  Montreal,  in  order  to  be  at  hand  to  give  every  af- 
fiftance  in  my  power  towards  forwarding  the  King's  lervicc 
in  this  particular.     I  am,  Sir,  he. 

O  o  2      ^  Cop^ 
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Copy  of  Orders  far  the  Troops  to  f:rvc  under  Ucuicnard  Gam.il 
Bargoyne,  dtued Head-^iartn-s,  Quebec,  May  lO,   1777. 

•  :■,..    Parole  St.  Eenedift  and  T'imafka, 

THE  King  having  thought  proper  to  order,  tliat  a  detach- 
ment tiom  the  army,  under  my  command,  be  i'ent  upon  aii 
expedition  under  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne,  and  thai 
tiiis  detachment  be  compolcd  of  the  grenadiers,  light  infan- 
try and  24th  regiment,  together  with  ihj  9th,  20th,  21II, 
47tli>  53'-^'  ^"4  ^-'-^  regiments  (except  detachments  of  hiiy 
men  from  each' of  the  llx  laft-mentioned  reginv;nts)  and  ail 
the  German  troops,  except  a  detachment  of  650 :  dicic 
corps  will  accordingly  hold  thcmfelves  in  readinei's  to  march 
at  the  fhorteft  notice  ;  orders,  for  which,  will  be  given  them 
by  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne,  to  whom,  in  the  mean 
time,  they  will  mahe  all  reports,  a;;  vvgll  as  the  commaiidci: 
in  chief. 

The  detachments  qf  fifty  men,  with  a  captain,  two  fuhal- 
tcrns,  and  non-commifhoned  officers  in  proportion,  from 
each  of  the  fix.  regiments,  as  above,  will  allcmble  at  the 
prefent  head-quarters  of  their  rcfpeflive  regiments,  and  there 
remain  till  further  orders. 

The  artilk-ry  and  the  depaitmcnts  of  the  quartcr-mafler 
general,  hofpital,  and  conmnlfariatc,  will  likcwife  fuppU 
Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  with  fuch  returns  as  he  may 
call  for,  to  enable  him  to  lay  before  the  commander  in  chief, 
the  portions  of  thefe  fevcral  articles  they  arc  c;ipablc  of 
furnifliing. 


Co/v    of  a   Letter  from  Captain   Foy  to  Liemenaitt  Colonel  St, 
Leger,   dated  Head-^taners,  C^icbec,  May  12,  1777. 

■       SIR, 

THE   King  having  been  pleafed    to  fignify  his  pleafu'C         \ 
tirough  jhe  lecretary  of  ftatc,   that  a  detachment  from  this  f' 

army,  to  conlift  of  ipo  men  from  the  8th  regiment,  100  mcu 
from  the  34,th  regiment,  Sir  John  Johnfon'.  corps,  and  the 
irJanau  challcurs,  be  fept  under  your  command  upon  an  ex- 
pedition, concerning  which  you  will  receive  further  inflruc- 


A.  1778.  DEBATES.  28^ 

tions ;  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  the  commander  in  chief 
(lircfts  you  to  order  100  men  accordingly,  and  ofllccrs  in 
proportion,  of  the  34th  regiment,  to  hold  ihcmfelvcs  in  im- 
mediate readincfs  for  this  fervicc  ;  orders  to  the  fame  effcft 
are  immediately  to  be  dilpatched  to  the  8th  regiment  and  Sir 
John  johnfon's  corps,  as  will  be  to  the  chafleurs  when  they 
arrive,  and  the  whole  are  to  obey  fuch  further  orders  as  yoii 
jhall  give  them, 

I  am,  Sir,  kc.  kc. 

E.  FoY. 


^ranjlathn  of  a  Circular  Lettgr  to  the  Colonels  of  Afilitia,    and 
CommiJJliries  of  Canadian  traiijjiurts. 

Hcad-^tartcrs  at  Quebec,  May  12,  1777. 

SIR, 

THE  King  having  commanded  that  a  detachment  of 
the  army  in  Canada  be  employed  ppon  an  expedition,  un- 
der the  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne,  I  am 
ordered  to  fignify  to  you  the  pleafure  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  that  you  obey  all  the  rcquifitions  that  fhall  be  made 
you  on  the'  part  of  the  faid  Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne, 
whether   as   a   corvee   or  any    other   fervice    dependmg  on 

J 'our  department,   communicating   neverthelcfs  to  his  excel- 
cpcy  all  that  may  regard  in  particular  die  militia. 

I  am,  kc. 
■...-'  E.  FoY. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Foy  to  Captain  Frafer,  Affflant- 
Supcrhitendant  o/"  Indian  Jffairs^  dated  Head-Barters,  Que- 
bec, the  lyh  cfMzy,  1777. 

S  I  R,  _ 
I  HAVE  it  in  command  to  fignify  the  General's  pleafure 
to  you,  that  you  wait  upon  General  Burgoyne  as  foon  as  you 
are  able  after  the  receipt  of  this,  in  order  to  receive  his  com- 
fnands,  relative  to  the  affemblmg  the  Indians,  and  fuch  other 
flircftions  as  he  Ihall  think  proper  to  give  you  in  regard  of 
that  department, 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  Sec. 

E.  Foy. 


jOapy 
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Copy  of  a  Later  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to   Lieuteiwnt-Gciir.i: 
Burgoyne,  dated  Q2\chfic,  M;iy  19th,  1777. 

SIR, 

I  INCLOSE  letters  for  the  commrinding  officer  of  tl:c 
8th  regiment,  Colonel  Butler,  fu))erintcr.(larit  of  Indian  af- 
fairs, the  officers  at  the  polls  of  Ofwcgalt  hie  and  Michili- 
mnkinac  ;  the  three  firft  contain  full  orders  and  direftions  for 
preparing  the  detachment  for  Lieutenant-Colonel  bt.  Legi.-r, 
airembling  the  Indians  which  are  to  join  him,  and  forgiving 
him  every  afliflance  which  thefe  ofiicers  have  it  in  their  po- 
wer to  afford.  Bilt  as  I  refer  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bolton 
and  Colonel  Butler  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  St.  Lege;  for 
■fixing  the  rende7,vous  both  of  the  detachment  of  the  8th  and 
the  lavages,  it  will  be  jirojier  that  he  fliould  communicate 
his  fentiments  upon  that  fubjeft  to  them  ;  i  will  only  offer  it 
as  my  opinion  that  Cataraqui  is  the  properefl  place  for  tliat 
purpofe. 

Captain  Tife  and  John  being  gone  up  to  Montrcr.I  will 
carry  thefe  letters,  and  receive  any  iuftiuftion  you  lliall  b: 
plcafed  to  give  them. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  &c. 
G.  C, 


'C^py  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Guy  Carlcton  to  Lieiiiemnt-CoL]::! 
Bolton,  dated  Head-:^Lirteri,  Quebec,  May  i8th,  1777. 

S  I  R, 

It  being  the  King's  pleafure  that  I  put  under  the  roni- 
mand  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  St.  Leger,  to  be  employed  up- 
on an  expedition, 

•A  detachment  from  the  8th  regiment       -        100  men; 

A  detachment  from  the  34th  -  the  lame  ; 

Sir  John  Johnlbn's  regiment  of  Ne\v-'^"ork,  and  aeorj)c,f 
Hanau  chaffcurs. 

You  will  accordingly  direi?,  that  ico  men  with  officers  in 
proportion  to  the  ftrength  of  the  regiment,  hold  thcmfchci 
in  immediate  readinefs  to  march,  and  to  o!^ey  all  orders  t!;cy 
fliall  receive  from  Lieutenant -Colonel  St.  Legcr. 

The  King  having  further  fi<;nified  his  plca'uie,  that  a  fiiili- 
ciert  number  of  Indians  be  jonied  to  this  dctachmciitj  \'y\ 

\s:il 
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will  therefore  employ  every  means  in  your  power  to  afTcmble 
IS  many  Indians  as  you  can  communicate  with,  and  prevail 
I  upon  them  to  put  themfclves  with  proper  leaders,  who  will 
i  be  appointed  by  Colonel  Butler,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
j  tenant-Colonel  St.  Lcger,  and  to  exert  their  ntmoft  efforts 
;       under  his  direflion,  in  the  fervice  of  their  King  and  father. 

iYou  will   confult  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  St.   Leger  in 
regard  of  the  rendezvous,    both   of  the  troops   and  favages, 
and  give  every  afliftance  it)  your  power  to  promote  the  fcr- 
I      vice  upon  which  he  is  employed. 

f  I  am  Sir,  cVc.  &c. 

1  G.  C. 


ExtrnR  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  the  Officer 
commnndiiis;  «;  Olv.'egatthie,  eluted  He.h-i-^JjiarterSj  Quebec, 
May  18,^1777. 

SIR, 

LlEUTENANT-Colonel'St.  Leger  with  a  detachment 
\inder  his  command,  being  to  pafs  by  your  poft,  I  defirc  you 
will  give  him  every  poflible  alhftancc,  and  any  armed  vell'cl 
he  fliall  require  is  to  follow  his  directions. 

I  am,  Sir,  &:c.  i^c, 

G.  C. 


CoJ'y  of  Letter  fr',m  Sir  Gny  Carleton  to  Colonel  Butler,   dct'.cd 
■  '•  Hcad-^^-arten,  'Qi;ebec,  jN'Iay  18,  1777. 

SIR, 

THE  King  having  thought  proper  that  n  detachment  from 

this   army,    together   with   a  fuilicient   number   of  Indians, 

i         lliould  be  employed  upon  an  expedition   under  the  command 

;         of  Lieutenant-Colonel    St.   Lcger  ;    I  am   therefore  to  rc- 

qucft,  that  you  will  exert  the  zeal   which   has  ever  diftin- 

guiflied  your  conduft,    by   now  ufing  every  means  in   your 

power  to  coUeft  as  large  a  body  as  polFible  of  the  Indians  of 

f         the  Six  Nations,  and  any  others  you  can  communicate  with  ; 

f         and  to  dilpofe  them  to  aft  with  all  their  vigour  in  concert 

^  with  his  Majefly's  troops,    and  \mder  the  direction  of  Lieu- 

'.  tenant-Colonel   St.  Leger.     The  providing  and  appointing 

.  of  proper  leaders  (who  will   have   the  ufual   allowance)   to 

i  this  body  of  Indians  is  left  to  your  care  and  judgment ;  and 

{  ^  I  "hope 

) 
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I  hop^;  yo\i  healtli  will  permit  you  to  accompany  this  txpc- 
tlition,  as  I  know  no  perfon  lb  capable  of  the  coiuludting  aiul 
management  of  the  Indians. 

I  fhoukl  be  glad  you  would  tranfmit  ne  a  lifl.of  the  olTi- 
cers  you  think  proper  to  nominate,  and  acquaint  me  \vh;ii 
pay  they  fliould  be  allowed,  and  whether  any  of  them  IhoulJ 
have  rank  and  what;  likewife  what  rank  and  pay  you  tliiiik 
yourfclf  intitldcl  to. 

As  for  the  provincials  that  have  come  in  Sir  John  John- 
fon's  regiment,  being  to  go  upon  tliis  expedition,  1  think  tlicy 
fhould  join  that  corps,  at  leaft  as  many  as  will  compleat. 

Colonel  Butler,  Supcrintcndant  of 
Indian  Affairs.     Niagara. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captnin  Foy  to  Cuptnhi  Mackay,  dated 
Jhad-.^!artcti,Qu>:]xc,  May  19,  1777. 

SIR, 

I  AM  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  compjJiies  of 
Monin  and  lioucheville  are  ordered  to  in.uch  with  all  poffi- 
ble  expedition  to  Montreal,  there  to  receive  fnrtlier  orders  j 
from  you,  who  are  to  follov/  Uich  directions  and  commands 
lefpcfting  the  three  Canadian  companies  as  fliall  be  given 
you  by  Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne. 

Mr.  Honorc  Genicr  is  appointed  arfjutant  to  the  three  com- 
panies of  Canadians.. 

I  am,  Sir,  I've. 

E.   FoY. 


ExtraH  of  a  Lttter  from  Lkutsnant-Gaieral  Burgoyne  Ja  .S.t 
Guy  Carleton,  ,;/<;/a/ Montreal,  May  26,  1777. 

AS  I  judge,  by  the  letters  your  Excellency  has  honouru.l 
me  with,  that  the  time  of  your  fetting  out  for  Montreal  is 
yet  uncertain,  I  take  leave  to  fubmit  to  your  Excellency  by 
cxprefs,  luch  circumilanccs  of  the  public  I'ervice  as  reijuirc 
decifion,  and  further  powers  to  carry  them  into  execution 
than  thofe  I  am  invefted  with. 

I  have  topropofeto  your  Excellency  a  corvee  of  a  thou- 
fand  men,  to  attend  the  expedition  for  a  limited  time,  frrr 
djc  purpofcs  of  labour  and  Iranfport ;  the  troops  will  be  fav- 
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fj  tlicrcby  from  tlic  harrafTing  duties,  which  at  the  outfct  of 
a  campaign,  your  Excellency  well  knows,  aie  pruiluiftive  of 
ilifeafe,  and  the  ranks  will  be  properly  full  for  their  fervicc  ia 
amis.  ;      .  '        ■  • 

It  alfo  appears  to  me,' that  fcven  or  eight  hundred  horfcs 
may  become  indifpenfibly  necell'ary  for  my  progref;,  and  I 
have  good  aflurances  that  the  tranfport  of  them  to  Crown- 
Point  by  land  is  very  prafticable  ;  fo  large  a  number  may 
not  be  requiiite  for  operations  againfl:  I'iconderoga,  but  1' 
fubmit  to  you,  Sir,  the  expediency  of  leaving  the  arrange- 
ments fo  prepared  that  they  may  be  I'eady  upon  a  fliortcall. 
]t  is  with  great  deference  to  your  Excellency's  knowledge  of 
the  country,  that  I  mention  any  particular  mode  of  furnifl»- 
ingtliefe  fr.pplics  ;  but  I  conceive  there  would  be  no  difTi- 
culty  of  obtaining  the  horfcs,  if  your  Excellency  thought 
proper  to  flipulat'e  a  reafonable  price  for  the  hire  per  week, 
with.one  man  to  two  horfcs  for  the  care  and  driving  of  them, 
and  the  expence  to  government  would  be  much  more  mode- 
rate than  purchafmg  them  outright.  I  have  the  fame  con- 
fidence that  the  corvee  of  working  men,  above  propofed, 
would  be  palatable  to  the  country,  if  you  thought  proper  to 
iffiie  a  proclamation  limiting  the  time  of  their  fervice  ;  and 
wherever  I  might  be  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  I  fnould 
hold  myfelf  indifpenfibly  bound  to  fulfil  your  intentions 
therein. 

I  inclofc  to  your  Excellency  lifts  of  the  flafF,  &:c.  as  pro- 
pofed by  the  ofiiccrs  at  the  head  of  the  ieveral  dcparimcnts, 
and  upon  all  thofc  fubjc6ls,  I  rccpeft  your  orders  as  fooa 
as  may  bci  '  Colonel  Carleton  writes  to  you  himfelf, 
and  it  is  with  great  fatisfaftion  I  learn,  his  inclination  to  give 
me  his  affiftancc,  if  the  arrangement  meets  with  your  appro- 
bation. My  great  opinion  of  the  talents  of  Caplam  I'oy, 
confirmed  by  your  Excellency's  choice,  induced  me  to  men- 
tion him  as  an  oflicer  moft  defirable  to  me ;  but  1  do  not 
mean  to  prefs  any  appointment  that  may  interfere  with  your 
inclinations,  convenience  or  defigns,  refpefting  that  gen- 
ff  '      tlcman.  -  _ 

.  In  regard  to  the  preparations  I  have  made  for  proceeding, 
vour  Excellency  will  finil  that  none  have  been  retarded  tor 
want  of  the  above  points  being  decided. :  a  covvce  bar.  been 
employed  to  repair  the  roads  neceliiuy  for  land  carriage  ; 
.-nd  the  flour,  v.diich  was  the  only  fhovC  article  of  provdion 
atSt.  John's,  thrown  vip  from  Chamblce.  The  caulking  of 
batteaux  and  other  remaining  work  in  the  docks,    has  been 
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prefTed  by  M.  G.  Philips  with  his  ufual  alTuluity.  Tlie 
troops  are  contrafted  in  their  quarters  and  have  receivrd 
their  camp  equipage.  Tlie  Indians  within  Captain  Frafcr's 
fuperintendency,  have  received  their  call,  and  with  only  the 
nomination  of  their  rendezvous.  The  flate  of  the  grovim! 
for  encamping  at  different  If  ations  upon  the  Lake,  has  been 
examined  and  found  fuiFicicnt,  tlio' there  never  was  fo  niudi 
water  known  at  this  fcafon.  I  proj'ofe  to  fee  General  fu- 
fcr'b  bii;^a<l'- ad'cinUlcd  lo-inorrow,  and  to  move  them  for- 
ward on  Thurfday.  The  reft  of  the  troops  will  follow  ia 
regular  progrelTion;  I  thought  myfcif  julf ified  by  the  fuli 
power  your  Excellency  entrufled  me  with,  in  the  liberty  to 
retnove  the  31ft  regiment  from  their  old  quarters  to  St  I'hc- 
refc,  that  the  paffage  to  Chamblce  might  thereby  be  left  free 
for  the  German  troops  and  the  62d  regiment,  and  that  in  the 
interim  the  tranfport  from  Chamblce  to  St.  John's  might  be 
aflifted  and  enforced  by  a  corps  at  St  Therefc. 

Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  I  fee  no  impediment  to  nil  my 
force  being  very  near  the  point  of  their  embarkation  by  the 
end  of  this  week ;  and  I  requefl  your  Excellency's  final  or- 
ders for  the  time  when  St.  John's  and  the  Ifle  aux  Noix  niav 
be  occupied  by  the  troops  you  may  think  proper  to  poft 
there. 

I  fliall  think  it  my  duty  toattend  your  arrival  at  Montreal, 
■    and  have  the  honour  to  be, 

c\c.  &c. 


JlLni/enl,  j\/ay  26,  177;.. 

PROPOSED  dlfpofition  of  the  hofpltal  for  the  fervice  of 
Canada,  with  his  Excellency  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  commander 
in  chief. 

I  Phyfician. 

I  Surgeon. 

I  Apothecary. 

8  Mates,  two  of  whom  are  fick. 
The  hofpital   for  General  Burgoync's    expedition,    from 
which  a  flying  hofpltal  is  to  be  taken,  vmd  tl.c  rclidue  to  hM 
icady  to  move  as  occafion  may  require, 

1  Phyfician. 

2  Surgeons. 

2  Apothecaries. 
14  Mates. 

300  Sft.- 
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300  Sets  of  bedding;  with  flores  In  proportion,  for 

the  flying  horoital. 
3C0  Sets  with  ftores  ready  to  follow,  for  the   fer- 
i  vice  under  Colonel  St.  Legcr. 

I  Mr.  Blockman,  firft  mate. 

Mr.  Salmon,  Supernumerary,  ditto. 
N.  B.  Cieutenant  Colonel    St.    Leger  much  wifhes   the 
furgeon  of  the  34th  regiment  to  go  witli  his  detaclimcnt,  and 
it  IS  fubmitted  to  his  Excellency  that  he  may  be  added   to  the 
hofpital  for  that  occafion. 

Robert  Knox, 
ii  Preceptor  of  hofpital  In  Canada. 


Staff" propofed  for  the  Expedition  tinder  Lietitenant-Gemral  Bur- 
goyne,  and fuhmittcd for  the  da'tfion  ofhh  Excellency  Sir  Guy 
Carlcton. 

LIEUTENANT-General  Burgoyne,  Major-Generals 
Philips  and  Reidefel,  Brigadier-Ciencrals  Frafer,  Powel, 
Hamilton,  Speeht,  and  Brigadier-Majors  Freeman,  Muir, 
Kirkman,  Clewe,  and 

Qviarter-Mafler-General  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carleton. 

Deputy,  Captain  Money. 

r  Any  two  of  the  four  now  on  the  lift  that  Lieu- 

Affiftants.  }      tenant-Colonel  Carleton  (liall  appoint. 
'  Cornet  Grant  to  join  his  regiment. 

Deputy  Adjutant-General,  Captain  Foy. 

Chaplain  to  the  ftaff,  Mr.  Brudenell. 

Commiflary's  department  as  per  lift  already  fubmitted. 

Hofpital  as  per  ditto. 

Affiftant  Pay-mafter,  Mr.  Gaddis. 

Provoft  Marflial. 

Artillery. 

Engineers. 

All  the  civil  lift  of  the  naval  department  under  the  aiding 
commiftioners  Lieutenant  Shantres,  and  Comptroller  Lieu- 
tenant Twifs, 


P  p  2  Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Lciter  from  Licu'.cnnni- Colonel  St.  Lc:;cr  to  IJcuun.u::- 
Giiicrul  "^Awygo^ ivc, /..itciii^ih  May,  1777. 

My  d  f.  a r  G  en k r  a  i., 
.  YOU  havin':;  iloiif  nii;  the  honour  to  iuUmate  to  me,  t'lmt 
itwns  the  Conrniaiidci-  in  Chief's  pleufurc,  that  llliouhl  k- 
confultcu  coiic,^!  ning  a  piopLr  phacc  of  iLnJc -vous  for  the 
detachment  of  the  eigiith  regiment,  and  tlic  LiuliariS  t'cftinf(f 
for  the  expedition  under  my  comman-.!,  I  t.^'^e  the  liberty  Ki 
lay  before  you  th.e  difficulty  I  am  under  to  determine  a  poii.t 
of  fuch  con.equehce,  and  beg  leave  to  fuhmit  to  you  (tin! 
proper  cliannel  to  the  Commander  in  Chief)  whether  the 
better  to  enable  me  to  make  the  neceliitry  arrangements  witii 
precihon,  and  witliout  the  leafl  cli4noe  of  cnnfufiOn  or  mif- 
tindx-rftanding,  it  would  not  be  pruj.er  t'>  e.m'nuir.icate  to  mc 
the  diirerent  nations  that  are  to  be  eniplnycJ,  and  the  maga- 
zines they  are  to  lie  fupplicd  from,  tid  a  iuiieHion ''ts  eliei.'h\l 
with  them,  bccaule,  from  lome  que'Tioiis  1  ii.i\  e  put  to  the 
Commillaiy-Gencral,  he  feems  toix  .u  a  lois  \n  de^uie  u;>uii 
this  ve-y  material  point,  having  pel  eniptorily  atllriUed^  \\\\\\, 
Kiagara  could  not  fupply  a  proper  quantity,  and  moreover 
fitid,  not  having  it  iji  eommanl  from  proper  authovitv  to  cor- 
icfpond  witii  me,  he  tlid.noi  tidnk  hnnielf  at  liix-rty  to  ani'ner 
my  cjucifion,  or  to  give  into  my  defires  ;  vou  W'li  tiisrel'yu: 
do  me  the  honour  to  communicate  to  his  Execlleney  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  that  he  may  he  pleali.d  to  fend  me  and 
otiie  seonrei-ned  in  the  various  arrangements  of  this  detach- 
ment uvh  or^iers,  that  no  delay  may  be  given  to  the  fuliilling 
of  his  intention. 

1  JKive  the  lionourto  be, 
Dear  ciiixt ral, 
Your  moll  obedient 

iuii-l  m.oll  humble  fervant, 

Barry  St.  Lecj.r. 

P.  S.  The  Commander  in  Chief  having  been  plcafed  tu 
tell  me,  that  I  niould  be  aihRcd  by  a  proportionate  llrff,  ] 
r'.\juc1.l  hisperfniihon  to  nominate  that  part  of  it  that  will  i^e 
m  lit  immediately  concerned  in  contributing  to  the  fuceefs  of 
til--  opedition,  to  the  Ueputy-/\.diulant  CJ^neral's  i!e|>.iil- 
niei;;,  Cijnain  Ancrani  of  the  34lh,  who  goes  as  a  cajUaiii  of 
that  regiment's   detachment,   Lieutenant   Lundy  of   Mae, 
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Lean's  corps  to  that  of  the  Qiiartcr-Maftci-,  Licuronnnt 
L'rofts,  who  is  likewile  one  of  the  offieers  named  for  tlic  dc- 
hichnienr  of  the  34th  as  Major  of  Brigade  ;  I  vvilli  mvicli  for 
^Ir.  Blaise,  furgcou  of  the  34th,  to  go  as  hofpital-furgeon, 
aliifted  as  his  Excellency  may  think  proper ;  1  elfeem  Mr. 
I  arquharfon,  on  account  of  the  very  great  aftivity  of  his 
mind  and  perfon,  as  the  fittcft  commiirary  for  a  flying  camp. 
An  infpeftor  of  battcaus  will  be  ntccflary  ;  fuch  a  perfon  is 
at  this  moment  at  Montreal,  having  fled  from  the  Mohawli 
river' to  avoid  perfecution  ;  he  formerly  fervcd  under  Gene- 
ral Bradftreet  in  the  fame  capacity  ;  his  name  is  Kiiick  ;  this 
man  I  beg  leave  to  iubmit  to  his  Excellency's  conhderation. 
Tliewaggon-mafl:er's  department  has  been  already  well  iilleil 
by  the  General  at  Qiiebec  ;  as  for  any  other  airillance..  that 
msy  be  thought  neceli'ary,  I  have  no  choice. 


Extrail  of  a   Letter  from  Sir  Guy  Carlcton    to  L'u'Utaia>n-Gi' 
«f»v7/Burgoync,  dated  Qj^<;\}cc,  29//;  May,  1777. 

IN  the  prefcnt  fituation  of  the  province,  liaving  a  vafl 
number  of  men  cm])loyed  in  tlie  fur-trade  and  filTieries,  and 
by  way  of  a  beginning  only,  which,  I  think,  never  can  be 
too  gentle,  while  I  expeftcd  to  conduft  the  expedition  in  per- 
fon, a  draft  of  3C0  militia  was  ordered. 

And  this  is  as  much,  conlidering  the  numbers  deflined  to 
watch  the  fcvci-al  inlets  into  the  province  for  the  tranfport- 
ing  provifions,  ftores,  &c.  as  we  can  hope  toeffcft. 

Orders  are  this  day  given  for  each  parifli  to  furniflT.  two 
able  married  inen  for  each  deferter  from  it,  wliich  is  the  only 
expedient  1  can  think  of  at  prefcnt  to  llipply  the  deficiency  ;  I 
(liall  order  the  hones  and  corvees  you  require,  if,  upon  mature 
conflderation,  you  think  it  advifable. 

You  may  he  nfllircd,  however,  that  as  far  as  in  my  power,  I 
jfliall  cb  every  thing  that  depends  upon  me  to  aflill  you,  and 
the  fervice  you  are  going  upon. 

laiiij&c. 

Guy  Cari-kton. 

Extracl  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to   Lleittenant-Gc- 
wfra/ Burgoyne,  dated  Q^'^htc,  aSii  May,  1777. 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  by  exprefs  ;  the  commiirary 

lias  had  pofltivf  orders  to  follow  your  dircftions  in  every 

'  '  thinir. 
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tiling,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  St.  Legcr  bsing  defUncd  to 
command  .1  corps  co-o|iei'aring  with  you,  was  intruftcd  by 
me  to  conlult  you  upon  all  occafions ;  I  therefore  take  for 
granted,  that  Mr.  Day  will  obey  fuch  commands  as  you  lh;ill 
give  him  for  forming  magazines  for  Lieutenant-Colonel  St. 
Leger,  at  fuch  places,  as  when  the  rendezvous  of  their  iliiTc- 
rcnt  detachments  are  determlnctl  upon,  iliall  be  indicated  to 
him  ;  I  mull  obfcrve,  that  Niagara  is  entirely  out  of  the 
queftion. 

As  to  hi'  ftafF,  I  muft  refer  him  to  you;  only  I  would  oh- 
ferve,  that  he  feems  to  require  a  ftafF  fufFicient  for  a  great  ar- 
my. What  you  think  proper  to  allow  him,  I  fiiairapprovc 
of;  but  this  he  muft  fettle  and  arrange  with  you,  and  I  think 
he  fliould  take  fuch  as  may  be  necelTary  for  him  from  the 
ftaff  already  eftabllflied,  and  not  make  new  creations. 

I  cannot  appoint  a  furgeon,  as  Mr.  St.  Legcr  requires  for 
his  detachment,  nor  can  1  allow  a  regiment  to  remain  without 
their  furgcon;  but  if  the  gentleman  in  queftion  chuffs  to 
rcfign  his  commiflion  in  the  regiment  he  belongs  to,  'i'n  order 
to  accompany  Licutcnant-Coloncl  St.  Lcger,  I  fliall  not 
objecl  to  it. 

I  would  fuggeft  my  wiflies,  that  you  make  the  neceflarr 
arrangement  for  the  forwarding  of  the  provifions,  whicli  arc 
to  pafs  through  this  province  for  your  army,  after  you  flinll 
he  advanced,  to  which  arrangement  I  fiiall  give  all  the  allill- 
ance  in  niv  power. 

I  am.  Sir, 

with  great  regard,  t\-c. 

Guy  Carleton. 


ExiraSl  of  Li  Letter  fiom  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  Linititimt-Co' 
^■tT;!orCramachc,  ^(!.v^ Montreal,   9/i  func,  1777. 

GENERAL  BURGOYNE  having  made  a  requilition  for 
a  corvee  of  Canadians  to  allift  the  troops  going  upon  an  expe- 
dition under  liis  command,  I  beg  you  will  give  orders,  tliat 
the  utmoft  diligence  be  ufed  by  the  commiltary  for  the  cor- 
vces  and  all  the  officers  of  militia  ;  that  a  body  of  500  be  im- 
mediately drawn  from  the  diftrift  of  Quebec  for  this  fervicc  ; 
and  as  foon  as  they  can  be  alTembled,  that  tlicy  proceed  with- 
out delay  under  proper  leaders  to  St.  John's,  giving  me  ai'd 
the  commanding  officer  tliere  an  account  thereof.     I  defirc 

Uktwiif 
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llkewile  that  Mr.  Baby  beilircfted  to  fend  me  immcJiatcIv  a 
ftate  of  the  numbers  of  militia-men  contained  in  the  diftrift 
of  Quebec,  and  from  thence  up  to  Three  Rivers. 

Plcnfe  likewife  to  fend  me  Mr.  Rouville's  commifTion, 
which  is  to  be  dated  the  fame  as  the  others,  and  that  of  Mr. 
Southcrs,  to  be  dated  the  day  of  his  prefenting  his  man- 
damus. 

Underftanding  that  the  fliip  with  the  naval  ftores  is  ar- 
rived, I  fliould  be  glad  that  fuch  part  as  is  required  for  the 
velfcls  upon  the  Upper  Lakes  be  fckftcd  out  of  them,  and 
ftnt  up  with  all  expedition  ;  the  charge  of  it  to  be  given  to 
Captain  Thomfon,  who  I  intend  to  fend  to  thefelakes,  in 
order  to  procure  from  him  an  exa£l  report  of  the  ftatc  and 
condition  of  the  veffels  there.  Mr.  Robertfon  will  be  able  to 
aiiifthim  in  getting  up  the  flores  from  Qiiebtc,  &c. 


Copy  of  a  Lettir  from  Licutenant-Gcmral  Burgoyne  (0  5/V  Guy 
Carleton,  ia'ari-i;/ Montreal,  yrZ"  June,  1777. 

SIR, 

HAVING  had  the  honour  to  reprefent  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  neceflity  of  being  provided  witli  a  certain  number 
of  horfcs  and  carriages  for  the  artillery,  vi£lual  and  other  in- 
difpenfiblc  purpolcs  of  the  army,  when  it  fhall  be  obliged  to 
quit  the  borders  of  the  lakes  and  rivers ;  and  having  under- 
llood  from  your  Excellency,  that  fuch  provilion  could  not  be 
made  by  the  ordinary  methods  of  corvee,  and  that  if  ])ropofe<.l 
without  compuHion  to  the  country,  the  cffeft  would  be  pre- 
carious, dilatory  and  expeniive,  I  have  now  the  honour  of 
laying  before  your  Excellency  propolals  of  contrafls  for  an 
txpeditious  fupply  of  a  necelFary  number  of  horfcs  for  the 
artillery,  and  500  carts,  with  two  horfes  each,  for  other  pur- 
pofes. 

I  am  too  ignorant  of  the  prices  of  the  country  to  offer  any 
judgment  upon  the  reafonablenefs  of  thefe  p'ropofals,  nor  have 
I  any  long  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Jordan,  or  other  motives 
for  wifhinghim  the  preference,  if  other  perfons  can  be  found 
equally  capable,  refponfible  and  expeditious.  I  have  only- 
interfered  thus  far  upon  a  convi£lion,  after  confidcring  the 
route  the  King's  orders  direfts,  and  taking  all  poHible  methods 
of  information  upon  the  fupply  to  beexpefted  as  we  proceed, 
tliat  to  depend  upon  the  country  altogether  would  be  to  ha- 
zard the  expedition. 

3  J  •  Your 
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Your  Excellency  will  obicrve,  that  in  oi\!cr  to  I'.ive  tiic 
public  cxpcnce  as  much  as  poilihie,  I  have  reduced  this  rc- 
quiiition  much  below  what  would  he  adequate  to  the  ferviee, 
meaning  to  trull  to  the  refources  of  the  expedition  for  the  rcfl. 
Five  hundred  carts  will  hardly  carry  14  days  provifion  at  ;\ 
rime,  and  Major-General  Philips  means  to  demand  as  llw 
horfes  as  poflible,  lubjcdc  to  whatever  future  augmcntaii.  :;< 
future  fervices  may  require.  The  prefent  number  will  1 1- 
about  four  hundred.  'I'liere  will  then  remain  unprovided  tor 
(for  expeditious  movements)  the  tranfport  of  batteaux  from 
Lake  George  to  Hudfon's  river,  and  the  carriage  of  tlie  tents 
and  baggage  of  the  army,  and  many  other  contingencies  1 
need  not  trouble  your  Excellency  to  point  out  to  you. 

.  .  1  Itave  the  honour  to  be,  with  true  rcfpeil, 

J.  iiuRcovxr. 


Propofah  for  furw/Jnns  Horfes,  Carrhres  and  Drivers  fir  tic 
Service  of  the  jirmy,  on  the  Rxpedh'ton  under  the  ComnuviJ  f 
Lieutenaut-Geueral  Burgoyne,  v'rz.  •» 

One  tlioufand  horfes  WMth  harncfs. 

Five  hundred  carts  to  carry  eighthundred  weight,  drawn  by 
two  horfes. 

One  driver  to  each  cart. 

One  half  of  the  number  to  be  rende/voufed  at  Chattcavi 
Qtiay,  in  15  days  from  the  ilateof  the  ccntraft  ;  the  remain- 
der in  30  days. 

The  carts  and  harnefs  within  the  fame  fpacc  at  St.  John's. 

The  commiffary  appointed  by  the  crown  to  grant  a  certi- 
ficate of  the  delivery. 

All  horfes,  carts,  harncfs,  ^mc.  are  to  be  keptcomplear,  ami 
every  incidental  expence  of  ronduftors  to  be  paid  by  die 
contraftov,  except  provifion  for  ilic  drivers,  and  for'',gc  for 
the  horfes. 

When  the  King's  magazines  cannot  fupply  forage  with  con- 
■venience  to  the  Icrvice,  the  contra£lor  is  to  ha\e  the  bbcrty 
of  doing  it,  and  upon  producing  proper  cci  tiiieates,  to  bo  paid 
at  the  rate  by  wiiich  the  King's  magazines  arc  to  be  fup- 
plied. 

The  contraftor  to  be  paid  for  this  fer\ice  at  t!i"  rstc  oi 
feven  fliillings  Halifax  currency  per  day  for  each  cart,  with  • 
two  horfes  and  driver,  to  coinuiencc  from  tlie  day  of  reii- 
dczvous. 

All 
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All  horfes  killed,  dying  in  the  fervice,  or  taken  by  the  ene- 
my, to  lie  paid  for,  on  thole  caCes  ccrtHicd  by  the  Kin"-'s 
commiflary,  at  the  rate  of  ten  pounds  each,  carts  taken  or  de- 
flroyed,  five  pounds  ;  liarnefs,  three  pounds. 

The  conftruftors  to  be  paid  every  two  months  by  warrant 
grnntcd  upon  the  commiHary's  certificate. 

This  contraft  to  be  in  force  i  50  days. 

Penalty  for  performance,  .£. 

ith  June,  I'm.  J.J. 


.  Pnpcfak  for  furni/h'ing  Horfes  and  Drivers  far  the  Service  of  the 
Jrtilkry,  on  the  Expedition  under  the  Command  of  Lientcnant- 
General  Burgoyne,  viz, 

Horfes 

One  driver  to  every  two  liorfes. 

One  half  of  the  number  to  rendezvous  at  Chatteau  Gay  in 
15  days  from  date  of  the  contraft;  the  remainder  in  30  days. 

The  commiffary  appointed  by  the  Crown  to  grant  a  certi- 
'  ficnte  of  the  delivery. 

All  horfes  and  drivers  to  be  kept  compleat  in  number,  and 
every  incidental  cxpence  of  conduftors  to  be  paid  by  the  con- 
traftor,  except  provifions  for  the  drivers,  and  forage  for  the 
horfes. 

When  the  King's  magazines  cannot  fupply  forage,  with" 
convenience  to  the  fervice,  the  contraflor  is  to  have  a  liberty 
of  doing  it,  and  upon  producing  proper  certificates  to  be  paid 
at  the  rate  by  which  the  King's  magazines  are  to  be  fupjilied. 

The  contraftor  to  be  paid  for  this  fervice,  at  the  rate  of  fix 
fhillings  per  day  for  every  two  horfes,  and  one  driver,  to  com- 
mence from  the  day  of  rendezvous. 

All  horfes  killed,  dying  in  the  fervice,  or  taken  by  the  ene- 
my, to  be  paid  for  on  thole  cafes  certified  by  the  King's  com- 
miffary, at  the  rate  of  ten  pounds  each. 

The  contractors  to  be  paid  every  two  months  by  wari'ant 
granted  upon  the  commiflary's  certificate. 

This  contraft  to  be  in  force  1 50  days. 

Penalty  for  performance,  f. 

Montreal,  ' 

6/i  June,  IT]J.  .     . 


Vol.  Vlir.  aq        ^  C'.j>y 
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Cop;^  of  a  Letter  /rem  Sir  Gviy  Colleton  to  Lietitenant-Cimf.:. 
Burgoyne,  ^jff^ Montreal,  7;/;  June,  1777. 

SIR, 
I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  this  day's  date  on  the  lub- 
je£tof  a  contraft  for  Jiorfes  for  the  artillery,   and  other  piii- 
polesof  the  army,  and  encloiing  propofals  for  the  fame. 

It  is  futhcicnt  that  you  fee  the  neceflity  of  this  mcafurc  for 
my  approving  of  it,  and  therefore  I  wifli  you  wouU!  tuM- 
elude  fuch  agreement  as  appears  to  you  to  be  juft  and  ru- 
fonable,  and  with  fuchperfon  as  you  mall  think  proper  (tlure 
feems  to  mc  no  caufe  of  objcftion  either  ag.iinft  the  terms  or 
pcrfon  propofed)  and  I  fliall  be  happy  if  any  aififtance  1  cm 
give  may  forward  the  bufinefs. 

I  am  Sir,  tec. 

Guy  Carleton, 

ExtraBof  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  IKir  to  Sir  Guy  Cade-  ■ 
ton,  dated  vjth  Augufl,  1776. 

HIS  Majefly  being  peifuadcd,  that  at  the  time  you  ap- 
pointed Lieutenant-Colonels  Ncfbit,  Frafer,  Powell  aij 
Gordon  to  aft  as  Brigadiers,  you  were  fatisfled  the  faint 
would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  fervice,  has  been  pteafed  lu 
approve  of  their  appointment,  and  tliey  will  accordingly  re- 
ceive pay  as  fuch  during  their  continuance  in  Canada. 
.  But  I  have  his  Majefly's  orders  to  obferve  to  you,  that 
whenever  any  of  the  faid  officers  fliall  lead  their  brigades  uut 
of  the  province  of  Canada,  in  order  to  join  the  troops  under 
General  Howe,  there  will  be  a  neceihty  for  their  conimaml 
ceafmg  as  Brigadier,  to  prevent  the  impropriety  of  their 
bearing  a  higher  rank  and  pay  than  fevcralof  the  Lieutenant- 
colonels  who  arc  their  feniors  in  that  army.  Your  Exul- 
lency  will  therefore  be  pleafcd  to  give  fuch  dire£tions  here- 
upon as  you  may  judge  molt  expedient. 


£.v;;vj.- 
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ExtraS  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secretary  at  JFar  to  Sir  Guy  Cark' 
ton,    ^rtif:/ Marcli  25,    1777. 

I  AGREE  with  your  Excellency  for  the  rcafons  flated  in 
your  (iifpatch  of  20th  of  November,  that  it  is  bell  not  to 
turn  over  the  Englifli  recruits  of  the  33d  regiment;  but  I 
fliould  think  it  advifeablc,  to  diftribute  the  German  recruits 
for  that  corps  among  the  regiments  ferving  under  your  com- 
mand, as  tlie  agent  infoims  me,  that  under  the  idea  that  this 
mcafure  would  be  adopted,  the  officers  recruiting  for  the  33d 
have  for  fome  time  been  employed  in  railing  men  to  replace 
them. 

*      Copy  of  a  Letter  from   Captain  Foy   to   Lieutenant   Colonel  St, 
Lcger,  c/i7i£'J  Montreal,  June  10,    1777. 

SIR, 
I  HAVE  it  in  command  to  fend  you  the  enclofed  cxtraft 
of  a  letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine,  containing   the  in- 
llruftions  which  is  to  be  your  guidance,  when  you  ihall  pro- 
ce?d  upon  the  expedition  which  you  are  to  command, 
1  am,  Sir,  kc. 

E.Fov. 


Coly  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  Lieutenant  General 
Burgoyne,  ir/o/f^  St.  John's,  June  13,    1777. 

SIR, 
THE  Canadians  which  are  to  fervc  on  the  expedition, 
•going  under  your  command,  having  been  drafted  from 
the  militia  of  the  feveral  pariflies,  upon  promife  of  being 
allowed  to  return  to  their  families  by  the  firll  of  No- 
vember, being  the  time  they  expeft  the  winter  to  fet 
in ;  and  all  thofe  ordered,  or  to  be  ordered,  upon  corvces, 
for  different  purpofes  of  the  troops  which  pals  the  lakes, 
confcnting  to  this  fervice,  upon  the  faitii  of  being  dif- 
milFcd  by  the  fame  time,  I  am  to  rcquell  that  you  will  allowr 
both  the  one  and  the  other  to  return  accordingly,  unlcls  any 
of  them  fliall  chufe  to  remain  with  you  of  tlieir  own  free 
will  and  inclination, 

I  am,  Sir,  he. 

Q.  Carleton. 

Q_q  2  Copy 
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C';py  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  to  Sir  Guy 
Carleton,  dated  St.  jolui'i,  June  15,    1777. 

SIR, 

T  AM  forry  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  tlie  four  men 
of  the  Canadian  company's,  whole  names  are  cnclofed,  dc- 
fertcd  laft  night,  with  their  arms,  provifions,  and  every  otlicr 
article  they  had. 

I  trouble  your  Excellency  with  the  report,  thinking  that  it' 
one  or  more  of  thefc  men  could  be  apprehended,  they  would 
be  very  proper  fubjefts  for  an  example  ;  anti  I  fliould  have  i-.o 
fcruple  in  trying  them  by  a  court  martial ;  it  is  lu]-ipofed  thcv 
are  gone  dircftly  home  ;  and  I  liibmit  to  your  Excellencv, 
whether  a  party  fentdireftly  to  their  parillies,  might  not  have 
good  efFcft. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  rcfpeft, 

Your  moft  obedient  humbl^crvanr, 

J.  BuRGOYNK. 

p.  S.  You  will  excufe  my  paper  and  pen,  being  juft  embark- 
inc:. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Guy   Carleton  to  Licutemvn-Gencrd 
BurgoynCj  dated,  Montreal,  June   17,   1777. 

SIR, 
I  HAVE  received  your  letter,  inclofing  a  lift  of  dcferters 
from  the  companies  of  Canadians,  undeV  your  command. 
No  time  has  been  lofl  in  giving  orders  for  every  poliihle 
means  to  be  ufed  to  apprehend  them  ;  and  at  whatever  time 
they  are  taken,  they  ihall  be  fent  to  you,  to  proceed  agaiuft 
tiicm  as  you  fliall  think  proper. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

G.  Carletok. 


C'p 
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Cs/j'  of  a  Letter  from  Major-Gmeral  Philips  ta  Sir  Guy  Caik- 
ton,  dated  Si.  John's,  June  17,   1777. 

SIR, 

I  TAKE  the  liberty,  with  great  refpeft,  to  report  to  your 
Excellency,  thatunlefs  you  are  lb  good  to  order  the  29th  re- 
giment to  Sti  John's,  for  two  months,  to  aflift  the  traniport 
of  the  expedition,  it  will  be  impoffible  the  Icrvicc  can  go  on  ; 
that  regiment  encamping  here  for  the  fummer  months,  will 
expedite  every  fervice  here,  and  the  31ft;  regiment  may  do 
the  duty  of  the  garrifon  ;  fo  much  it  is  necefiary,  that  I  fiiall 
be  obliged  to  keep  a  battalion  from  crofling  the  Lake,  until 
your  Excellency  is  fo  good  to  fend  the  29th  regiment,  which 
may  move  even  by  companies,  fuppofing  the  regiment  cannot 
afl'emble  eafily  together. 

As  your  Excellency  has  entrufted  to  me  during  the  winter, 
the  care  of  the  pofls,  it  has  given  me  fuch  knowledge,  that  I 
will  venture  to  offer,  for  your  Excellency's  coiifiJcration,  that 
the  -?ift  regiment  be  ordered  to  take  up  tlie  following  chain, 
obferving,  that  the  company  at  Point  aux  Fer  may  or  may 
not  be  withdrawn  hereafter,  as  your  Excellency  fliall  ile 
proper,  as  the  poll  is  ftrong  and  iccure  ;  but  at  prcfent  it  is 
of  abfolute  neceflity  there  fhould  be  a  company  at  Point  aux 
Fer,  as  it  is  an  Intermediate  depot  between  St.  John  anJ 
Crown  Point. 

Pods  to  be  occupied  by  the  3 ill  regiment,  June,  1777. 
^  Companies. 

Point  aux  Fer      .,------.-       x 

Ifle  aux  Noix       --..--.-_       -       2 
St  John's       ----------        -       ^ 

Chambly     -       ,------_.-       i 

8 
Sorel  the  additional  company  of  the  regiment  -     i 

Total         9 

Should  your  Excellency  be  pleafed  to  allow  of  this  diftri- 
bution,  I   will  rcqueft   your   Excellency   will   fend   mc,  by 
exprefs,  your  approbation,  and  1  will  dlieft  the  route  of  the 
3fft  accordingly, 
•^  ■  J  I  will 
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I  will  venture  to  offer  an  opinion  relating  to  the  det:icli- 
rncnt  of  the  fix  rej;ia-.ents  which  nre  on  the  expedition, 
namely,  the  9th,  20th,  aid,  47th,  f^d,  62d.  It  is,  that  they 
beoidered  directly  to  Montreal,  where  th;  hofpital  is,  aiij 
where  there  is  an  excellent  barrack  to  receive  tlic:n  as  they 
recover;  and  your  Excellency  is  fenlihie  tliefe  dctachmenlj 
are  compofed  of  the  ficlc  men  from  eacii  of  the  fix  regiments. 
1  apprehend  the  German  detachment  to  be  much  th.e  fame;  and 
unlefs  the  men  are  tocjcther  in  one  body,  1  gieatly  fear  thc^y 
never  will  be  ferviceable. 

I  truft  to  your  Excellency's  goodnefs  to  pardon  this  intru- 
fion  on  your  time  ;  it  is  great  refpe£l  and  finccre  atteni;i(>n  fur 
your  Excellency  which  diflatcs  every  line  I  ever  write  to  your 
Excellency. 

I  will  hope  an  immediate  anfwcr  to  this  letter,  as  I  mud  .ir, 
range  the  movement  of  Brigadier  General  Hamilton's  brig^do 
accordingly.         I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

With  the  gr;  atcii:  refpcft, 
Your  Excellency's  mod 
Obedient  and  humble  fewant, 
W.  PiiiLirs, 


Copy   of  a   Letter  from  Major  General  Philips   to  Sir  Guy 
Carlcton,  dated  St.  John's,  i-th  June,  1777. 

SIR, 

IT   is  with  great  reluaance  I  write,  when  I  am  obligcJ 
to  give  your   Excellency  fo  much  trouble;  but    I    am  un-r 
der  the   neeefilty  of  reporting  to  your  Excellency,    ilut   I 
have  received   reports   from  the  Qiiarter-mafler-generars  alTi- 
ftants,  that  the  corvees  ncceflary  for  il.e  tranTpcrt  of  the  army 
from  Chambly  to  the  Portage,  and  from  the  Portage  to  this 
place,  are  molt  of  thein  run  Way,    in  fuch  manner   that  the 
tranfport   of  provifions  is  nearly 'I'coppeJ  ;  and   I   am   appre-       j 
henfive,  unlefs  means  be  found    to   forward    on   this   fervice,       I 
that!   the    army   under  Lieutenant   General   Uurgoyne   iiiay      | 
Ihortly  want  provifions.  ^  \ 

I  would  offer  to  your  Excellency's  confideration,  y.'hc;hcr      i 
part  of  Brigadier  General  Maclean's  corps  fliould  not  be  or- 
dered to  the  fouth  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  on  the  p.i-      | 
rifhes  on  both  fides  of  the  river  Sore!,   to  enforce  fuch  onlcrs  ,    ; 
for  the  necefiary  corvees  required,  as  will  enable  this  fcrvicc     | 

'°2«°"-  IluJ     j 
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I  had  the  honour  to  fend  to  your  Excellency  an  exprc-fs  this 
day,  requefting;  the  29th  regiment  to  be  lent  to  St.  John's,  in 
order  that  by  detachments  to  St.  Therefe  the  communication 
and  corvccs  may  be  l<ept  on  for  the  tranfport  of  provifiuns 
and  ftores.  I  have  been  obliged  to  order  the  62.d  regiment 
to  remain  behind  for  fome  days,  in  hopes  the  2ijth  will  foou 
relieve  it. 

Major  St.  George  Dupre,  commiiTary  of  the  tranfport  of 
the  army  by  corvijes,  can  never  be  of  any  ufe  remainini>-  in 
Montreal  ;  I  will  hope  your  Excellency  will  have  the  good- 
nefs  to  order  him  upon  the  communication  on  the  Sorel,  and 
the  fouth  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  as  Verchers,  Varennes, 
Boucherville,  Longucuil,  La  Prarie,  in  order  by  his  prefence 
and  by  his  activity  he  may  urge  on  the  difterciU  corvees, 
withoutv/hich,  1  nuift  repeat,  to  be  really  under apprehciifions 
the  fupply  of  the  troops  at  Crown  Point. 

If  Brigadier  General  Macleane  \v:is  to  refide  a  few  days  at 
Chambly,  it  might  perhaps  be  of  ufe,  by  giving  countenance 
and  protedlion  to  the  officers  of  militia  in  the  execution  of 
their  orders. 

I  repeat  how  extremely  forry  1  am  to  be  obliged  to  write 
thus,  which  nothing  but  the  real  Itate  of  fa£fs  fhould  oblige 
me  to  ilo.     I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir,  b\.  iyc. 

W.  Philips. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from   Sir  Guy   Carleton  to   Major  Gcmral 
Philips,  rfi??^;^  Montreal,  18//^  June,  1777. 

SIR, 

I  RECEIVED  one  letter  from  you  of  ycftcrday's  date  late 
lafi:  night,  and  another  this  morning. 

As  It  is  my  earntft  defire  to  give  every  afliflance  to  the  ex- 
pedition under  Cjeneral  Burgoyne,  the  29th  re>Mmenc  (hull 
move  immediately,  and  encamp  at  St.  l^herefc,  abovit  half 
way  between  Chamblee  and  St.  John's,  being  the  propereft 
place  for  that  communication. 

The  31(1:  regiment  fli:;!l  be  difpofed  of  as  you  piopofe,  ex- 
cept as  to  Point  an  Fcr,  which  is  contrary  to  my  orders  ; 
but  if  you  find  that  a  company  can  be  of  ufe  at  Riviere  l:i 
Colle,  one  (hall  be  fent  there.  The  emigrants,  or  the  grcateft 
part,  fhall  crofs  to  the  fouth  fide,  for  the  purpofc  you  defirc  ; 
and  Mr.  St,  George  fhall  go  over  there,  to  attend  to  that  fer- 
2  vice. 
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vice,  as  {hall  alio  Brigadier  Macleane,  to  give  every  afllftaiicc 
in  his  power. 

I  {hoiild  be  glad  you  would  order  the  detachment  of  the 
20th  and  21ft  to  move  directly  to  this  place,  where  the  other 
fiinilai  detachments  (except  that  cf  the  62d,  which  1  flrdl 
order  to  Quebec)  (liajl  alfo  be  adcmbled,  agreeable  to  your 
propofitioii.  1  am.  Sir, 

"^Vith  great  refpe£l. 

Your  moll:,  i^c. 

U.  C. 


COPT  of   ORDERS. 

Montreal,  8//;  June,   1777. 
Parole  St,  Anne  and  Bofton. 

THE  3irt  regiment  is  to  take  and  to  move  i  Timed  lately  to 
the  pods  of  St.  John  and  the  lile  aiix  Noix,  four  companies 
to  each  place,  one  company  of  thofe  at  lile  aux  Noix  to  move 
to  Riviere  la  Colic,  in  cafe  Major  General  Philips  (hall 
think  it  neccfliiry,  and  fignify  the  fame  to  them.  The  com- 
panies at  all  thefe  polh  to  be  aiding  and  aihfling  in  the  traii- 
fport  of  provifions,  flores,  and  all  things,  pailiiig  for  the 
troops  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  General  Burgoviie. 

1  he  29th  regiment  to  march  and  encamj)  at  or  near  St. 
Therefe,  detaching  two  companies  to  Chnmbly  ;  this  regi- 
ment will  likewifc  be  aiding  and  afiilring  in  forwarding  every 
thing  neceflary  for  Gf-ncral  IJurgoyne's  troops.  The  roy.d 
Highland  emigrants  wiil  detach  a  company  to  Sorel,  for  the 
like  fervices  ;  and  Brigadier  (leneral  Macleane  will  make  a  tour 
to  the  place  on  that  nvcr,  and  order  fuch  further  part  of  his 
regiment  to  take  pcfls  there  as  he  finds  mr.y  be  neceffary  i'ur 
the  above  purpofc,  or  for  afiifting  the  ofFiccrs  of  militia,  and 
executing  orders  fent  to  them.  Mr.  St.  George  Dupre,  coin- 
miflary  for  the  tranfport,  will  pafs  over  to  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  ufe  his  iitmofl:  dilii'ence  to  forward 
thefc  fervices,  and  to  fee  that  the  different  corvees  are  fup- 
plied,  demanding  the  aflilfinice  of  the  nearcft  troops  whtrc 
it  may  be  neceflary,  who  arc  to  comply  with  fuch  rcqucft  a 
he  fhall  make. 


Cciy 
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Copy  of  a   Letter  from   Major  General  Philips   id  Sir  Guy 

fCarlcton,  dated  St.  John's,  igtb  June,  1777. 
SIR, 
I  JUST  now  received  your  Excellency's  letter  and  ordere 
5'  of  the  1 8th  inftant,  and  I  '("end  oiF  an  officer  exprefs,  that  he 
may  return  on  the  inftant,  Co  that  I  may  be  able  to  leave  St. 
t  John's  to-morrow,  convinced,  I  hope,  that  every  arrange- 
■  merit  has  met  your  Excellency's  approbation  :  I  have  always 
;:  offered  my  opinions  with  the  utmoft  refpe£V,  and  it  has  ever 
i  been  the  greateft  latisfaition  to  me,  when  they  have  at  all  co- 
;'        iiicided  with  thofe  of  your  Excellency, 

'  Two  companies  of  the  29th  regiment  being  ordered   by 

your  Excellency  to  Chambly,  of  which  I  am  very  glad,  will 
\        allow  the  31ft  regiment  to  be  divided  equally,  four  companies 
to  St.   John's,  and  four  companies  to  the   Ifle   aux  Noix, 
f        which  fliall  take  place  the  inftant  the  29th  regiment  arrives. 
i  I  will  venture  to  trefpafs  upon  your  Excellency's  goodnefs 

\        to  allow  my  requeft.  that  the  remaining  fix  companies  of  the 
'        29th  regiment  may  be  divided. 

One  to  the  Little  Portage  ; 
One  to  the  Upper  Portage  ; 
Four  to  St.  John's. 
The  rcafon  for  this  arransjcment  is,  that  being  fo  pofteJ, 
they  will  communicate  from  Chambly  to  the  Idcaux  Noix, 
in  the  tranfport  of  provifions  and  ftores  for  Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne's  expedition  ;  and  I  beg  to  aflure  your  Ex- 
cellency, that  It  is  not  upon  flight  grounds  I  have  formed  my 
wifties  upon  this  fubjeft,  but  upon  mature  deliberation,  and 
with  the  advice  of  every  perfon  concerned  in  the  difFerent 
tranfports  here  ;  and  it  is  meant  not  to  employ  the  29th  re- 
giment other  than  for  this  duty,  the  31ft  being  the  garrifon 
of  this  place  and  the  Ifle  aux  Noix,  will  have  fufHcient  du- 
ty in  that  fervice  ;  I  will  therefore  ftill  hope  that  your  Ex- 
cellency will  be  fo  good  to  allow  of  this  diftribution  of  the 
iQth  regiment. 

I  have  but  one  more  article  to  trouble  your  Excellency 
upon,  which  is  that  of  Point  au  Fer  ;  it  is  at  prefcnt  a  depot 
for  provifions  being  lodged  there  when  the  wind  will  not  per- 
mit the  veflels  to  go  further,  in  order  not  to  lofe  time,  as  alfo 
for  artillery  ftorcs ;  there  are  alfo  rafts  made  there  for  tran- 
fporting  the  provifion-carts  belonging  to  Mr.  Jordan,  and 
many  other  art'cles  for  the  public  fervice. 
■Vol.  Vm.  R  r      '  wm 
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Will  you  therefore,  Sir,  permit  mt  to  mod  rcrpoflfully  rc- 
q'lclt  your  Excellency  to  lend  a  company  from  the  31  fl  at  the 
Ifle  aux  Noix,  to  take  charge  of  this  poft:,  which  becomes  f>:- 
rious,  from  the  re;ifonsI  have  given.  May  I  prcfumc  to  oITlt 
my  opinion,  that  although  Point  au  Fer  is  beyond  the  latitu- 
dinal limits  of  the  province,  it  is  certainly  within  the  fronliiT,  1 
which  I  have  ever  conceived  to  extend  to  Crown  Point  anJ  j 
Ticonderogn.  This  duty  will  be  required  only  for  a  few  ; 
weeks  ;  the  company  may  return  to  its  flation  at  Ifle  aux  I 
Noix,  and  in  the  mean  time  be  of  cfTcntial  ufe  to  the  fcrvicr.       ] 

I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Excellency  this  morning,  i 
informing  you,  Sir,  that  1  had  ordered  the  detachments  of  1 
the  20th,  lift,  and  53d  regiments  to  move  to  Sorel,  to  be  in 
readinefs  there  for  further  orders,  which  I  have  now  received 
fiom  your  Excellency,  that  they  are  to  be  quartered  at  A'lon-  1 
treal.  1  ftill  continue  their  rout  for  Sorel  by  water,  as  It  is  1 
the  eaficft  for  the  fick,  which  the  furgeons  here  have  reported  j 
upon,  and  requeued  that  mode  of  conveyance,  and  it  will  pre-  j 
vent  all  interference  with  the  tranfport  of  the  army  by  land-  | 
carriage,  I  have  directed  Lieutenant  Uuport,  afi".4anr»to  the  j 
quartcr-nr.incr-f'.cniMLd  at  Soiel,  toaliilt  in  forwarding  the  rout  1 
of  thefe  detachments  to  Monireal  ;  and  I  will  ililfrequell  a  | 
furgeon's  mate  from  the  hofpital  may  be  fent  with  medicines,  j 
to  meet  them  there  in  cafe  they  fhould  ftand  in  need.  ] 

I  am  now  to  take  my  leave  of  your  Excellency,  which  I 
do  with  the  moft  fincerc  feelings  of  gratitude  for  a  thoufanJ 
favours  and  acts  of  friendfliip  you  have  conferred  upon  me. 

I  {hall  not  fail  to  report  to  Lieutenant  General  Burcoyne 
yourExcellency's  marked  goodnefs  tohim,  in  ordering  theacjth 
regiment,  and  the  emigrants,  wiih  Hrigadier  Gcn'eral  M.i- 
cleane,  to  affift  the  tranfport  for  the  fervicc  of  his  expedition  ; 
I  am  furc  he  will  have  every  grateful  feeling  upon  the  occafien! 

I  hear  your  Excellency  intends  to  Hay  fonie  days  at  Mon- 
treal, at  which  I  ixcccdingly  rejoice,  as   the  confequenee  of 
your  pretence  in  this  part  of  thi;  province  at  prefcnt,  from  the 
dignity  of  your  fituation,  cannot  fail  of  being  of  real  ufe. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir,   Lf,. 

\V,\J.    PlIILIPS. 

Copy  if  (I  Letter  f,-o;j2  Sir  Guy  Carleton  /j  Major  Ccmral 
Philips,  artf^,/ Quebec,  26//;  June,  1777. 
SIR, 
YCjUR   difpatchcs  of  the  ig.h  of  June  arrived    at   Mon- 
treal afier  I  was  fct  out,  winch  has   pi  evented  mv  anfwcnii;; 
1  -  '  tt;.-iii 
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them  fooner.  Orders  are  given  for  moving  the  29th  regi- 
ment cxadtly  as  you  defircd,  and  you  may  difpofe  of  a  com- 
pany of  the  31ft  regiment  at  Point  au  Fer,  as  I  am  fully  per- 
luadcd  of  the  utility  of  fuch  a  ftep  ;  but  I  {hall  lay  the  blame, 
if  any  be  imputed  to  me  for  exceeding  my  orders,  upon  you. 
I  defue  you  will  remind  General  Burgoyne  to  fend  me  a 
(late  of  the  troops  under  his  command  after  the  recruits  now 
on  their  way  have  joined  him,  as  I  intend  to  complete  his  re- 
LMincms  from  the  befi  men  of  the  additional  companies. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  great  regard. 

Your  mofl,  ^c. 
■  G.  C. 


Cspy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  Lieutenant  Gincrcil 
Burgoyiic,  dated  Quebec  zbth  June,  1777. 

SIR, 

Mr.  JORDAN  being  under  apprehenfions  of  not  beini? 
able  to  find  the  number  of  men  which  he  Ihall  want  for  his. 
horfes,  has  applied  to  me  to  order  him  from  the  country  as 
many  as  will  make  up  his  deficiency  ;  but  I  faw  great  impro- 
priety in  commanding  people  for  fupplying  a  purpofe  for  which 
you  had  made  a  contiaiS,  as  I  do  great  inconveniencies  which 
muft  arife  from  ordering  corv6es,  one  part  of  which  is  to  be 
paid,  while  others  are  not ;  mean  time,  in  order  to  forward  the 
fervice  which  Mr.  Jordan  has  undertaken,  as  much  as  I  could, 
I  have  given  him  permiflion  to  employ  any  part  of  the  cor- 
vee ordered  for  your  army  to  which  no  particular  duty  had 
been  afligned  by  you,  which  he  fhall  require,  to  alfill  in  con- 
ducing his  horfes  to  you. 

Two    hundred   and    forty-eight    men,    of   five  hundredj 

ordered  from  this  diftrift,  are  already  fet  out  for  St.  John's, 

and  two  hundred  and  three  are  now  here  to  fet  out  to-day  dt 

to-morrow,  and  forty-four  have  been  fent  to  replace  deferters, 

I  am,  with  great  regard, 

Sir,  he.  &c. 

G.  a 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe,  ^a/^i  Whitehall,  ig/i  May,  1777. 

YOUR  fecret  letter  of  the  2d  April,  together  with  its  two 
inclofures,  are  received,  and  1  have  had  the  honour  of  laying 
them  before  his  iVajefly. 

R  r  £      "  A« 
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As  you  muft,  from  your  fituation  and  military  (kill,  be  a 
competent  judge  of  the  propriety  of  every  phn,  his  Majcdy 
does  not  hefitate  to  approve  the  alterations  which  you  pro- 
popofc  ;  trufling,  however,  that  whatever  you  may  meditate, 
it  will  he  executed  in  time  for  you  to  co-opeiatc  with  the  ar- 
my ordered  to  proceed  from  Canada,  and  put  itfclf  under  your 
command. 

[  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majcfty  en- 
tirely approves  of  your  letter  to  Sir  Guy  Carlcton. 


Copy  of  the  InroJ'.mer.t  of  Commijfion  to   Lord  J'ifc^Knt  Howf, 
and  GVwro/ William  Howe,  dated  btb  May,  16  Geo.  III^ 

Fourth  Part  of  Invollnicnt':  oC  Patents  of  the  Sixteenth  Ye.ir 
of  the  Rcii',n  of  King  George  the  Tliird. 

GEORGE  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of 
God  of  Cjreat  Brieain,  France  and  Ireland 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  fo'''for[h, 
To  our  right,  trufty,  and  well-beloved  coufm  and  counfellor, 
Richard  Lord  Vifcount  Howe  of  our  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
to  our  trufty  and  well-belovcd  William  Howe,  Efquirc,  M.i- 
jor-General  of  our  forces,  and  General  of  our  forces  in  Noith 
America  only,  greeting.  Whereas  a  v/icked  and  daring  re- 
bellion hath  been  raifed  in  our  colonies  and  provinces  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  Mallachufets-Eay,  Rhode-Ifland,  Conncfticut, 
New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Penfvlvania,  the  three  lower  coun- 
ties of  Newcaftle,  Kent,  and  Suflex,  on  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Geor- 
gia ;  and  the  rebels  have  taken  pofleffion  of  many  parts  of  the 
faid  colonies  and  provinces,  and  traiteroudy  ufurped  the  go- 
vernment thereof,  whereby  it  hath  become  necefliiry  to  fup- 
prefs  by  force  of  arms  the  faid  rebellion,  and  to  reduce  the 
faid  colonies  to  a  flate  of  due  obedience  to  our  laws.  And 
whereas  we  are  notwithftanding  earneftly  defirous  to  deliver 
all  our  fubjefts,  and  every  part  of  the  dominions  belonging  to 
our  crown,  from  the  calamities  of  war,  and  other  opprellions 
which  they  now  undergo,  and  to  reftore  them  to  our  protec- 
tion and  peace,  as  foon  as  the  faid  rebellious  force  fliall  be  re- 
moved, and  the  juft  authority  of  our  laws  may  be  replaced  : 
We  therefore  repofing  efpecial  truft  and  confidence  in  your 
wifdom,  circumfpcftion,  diligence,  and  loyilty,  have  nomi- 
nated and  appointed,  and  by  thefe  prefents  we  do  nominate 
and  appoint  you  the  faid  Richard  Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  and 

yuu 
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Tou  the  faid  William  Howe,  and  each  of  you,  jointly  and 
(ivcrally  to  be  our  commiffioncr  and  coinmiiTioners  in  that 
behalf,  to  do,  perform,  and  execute  all  the  powers  and  autho- 
rities hereby  intruftcd  and  committed  to  you  and  each  of  you, 
the  faid  Richard  Lord  Vifcount  Howe  and  William  Howe, 
according  to  the  tenor  of  thefe  our  letters  patent,  and  of  fuch 
further  inftruiElions  as  you  fhall  from  time  to  time  receive,  un- 
der our  fignet  or  fign  manual.  And  whereas  we  being  gr::- 
cioully  inclined  to  extend  our  royal  clemency  to  all  thole  who 
have  been  hurried  away  from  their  juft  obedience  to  the  laws, 
by  the  tumult  and  diforder  of  the  times,  or  who  are  defirous, 
by  a  fpeedy  return  to  their  duty,  to  obtain  forgivenefs,  do 
vouchfafe,  and  are  willing  to  grant,  our  free  and  general  par- 
don to  fuch  perfons  and  defcriptions  of  men  as  aforefaid.  We 
have  therefore  thought  fit  to  give  and  grant,  and  by  thefe  pre- 
fcnts  we  do  accordingly  give  and  grant  unto  you  the  faid  Ri- 
chard I,ord  Vifcount  Howe,  and  )  ou  the  faid  William  Howe, 
and  to  each  of  you,  full  power,  authority,  and  licence,  from 
time  to  time  to  proclaim  our  faid  general  indulgence  and  par- 
don to  fuch  perfons,  numbers,  and  defcriptions  of  perfons, 
with  fuch  limitations  and  exceptions  therefrom,  as,  confi- 
dering  all  the  circumflances  of  time  and  place  and  occafion  of 
publifhing  the  fame,  to  you  the  faid  Richard  Lord  Vifcount 
Howe,  and  William  Howe,  or  to  either  of  you,  fhall  fccrri 
moft  expedient;  and  to  proclaim  the  fame  in  all  fuch  place 
or  places  within  the  faid  colonies  or  provinces  of  New-Hamp- 
Ihire,  Mallachufets-Bay,  Rhode-ldand,  Conneflicut,  Ncw- 
Ycrlc,  New-Jeifcy,  Penfylvania,  the  three  lower  counties  of 
Newcaftle,  Kent,  and  SulTex,  on  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  Georgia,  or  any 
of  them  refpeflively,  wherein  it  (hall  fecm  expedient  to  you 
the  faid  Richard  Lord  Vifcount  Howe  and  William  Howe, 
or  either  of  you,  at  your  will  and  pleafure  :  and  aifo  to  namcr 
and  aflign  to  our  faid  fubjeiits,  and  every  of  them,  fuch  time 
as  you  the  faid  Richard  Lord  Vifcount  Howe  and  William 
Howe,  or  either  of  you,  fhall  think  fit,  within  which  they 
fhall  feverally  and  refpedtively  be  admitted  to  fue  out  our  faid 
general  pardon  in  writing  under  the  hands  and  fe.ds  of  you 
the  faid  Richard  Lord  Vifcount  Howe  and  William  Hov/e, 
or  eitlier  of  you.  And  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleafure, 
and  we  do  hereby  authorife  and  appoint  and  give  and  grant 
full  power,  authority,  and  liberty  unto  you  the  faid  Ri- 
chard Lord  Vifcount  Howe  and  William  Howe,  and  to  each 
of  you,  after  fuch  proclamation  or  proclamations  made  as 
aforefaid,  to  give  and  grant  to  all  and  fingular  our  faid  fub- 
itits  in   the  faid  colonics  or  provinces  of  New-Hampfliire, 

MalTa- 
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MafTachufets-Bay,  Rhode-Illand,  Conncflicut,  New- York, 
New-Jerfey,  I'enfylvania,  the  three  lower  counties  of  N.;w- 
caftlc,  Kent,  and  SufTex,  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virgiiiu, 
North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  our  gciKtal 
pardon  as  aforefaid,  to  whom  in  your  difcretion,  or  in  the  fl 
•lifcretion  of  either  nf  you,  it  fliall  feem  meet,  and  to  none  j 
other,  to  be  made  and  palled  in  due  form,  as  follows:  ij 
"  GEORGE  the  Third,  by  the  Gracs  of  God  of  Great  | 
"  Britain,  France  and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  "' 
"  and  fo  forth,  to  all  men  to  whom  thefe  prefents  {lull  come, 
"  greeting.  Know  ye  that  we  of  our  fpecial  grace,  certain 
"  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  and  out  of  the  zeal  and  af- 
*'  fe£tion  which  we  have  and  bear  to  our  fubjcfts,  have  pardon- 
"  ed,  rcmifcd,  and  relcafed,  and  by  thefe  prelents  do  pardon, 

"  remife,  and  releafc,  to  A.  B.  of  C.  in  the ocherwifc 

"  called,  iffc.  or  by  whatfoever  other  name  or  firname,  or  ad- 
"  dition  of  name  or  firname,  dignity,  office,  or  place  the  faid 
"  A.  B.   fliall  be  reputed,   called,  or  named,  or  heretofore       S 
"  was  reputed,  called,  ornamed,  all  and  iinirular  treafo^ns,  as       f 
"  well  high  treafons  as  petit  trcafons,  rebellions,  inlurreitioiis,       I', 
*'  and  confpiracies  againfl  us,   our  crown  and  dignity;  and       Ij 
"  alfo  all  and  all  manner  of  mifprifions  of  trcafon,   or  other       ('; 
«'  mifprifions,  by  him  the  faid  A.  B.  at  any   time  heretofore        , 
*'  had,  done,  or  perpetrated,  whether  the  faid  A.  B.  of  the  pre-        \- 
*'  mifes,  or  any  of  them,  fliould  have  been  indifltd,  appealed, 
*'   fued,  and  adjudged  outlawed,  conviifled,  condemned,  orat-        !" 
"  tainted,  or  not.     We  alfo  pardon,  remile,  and  releafe,  hy        J4 
"  thefe  prefents,  to  the  aforefaid  A.  B.  all  and  fingular  judg-        ^ 
♦'  mcnts,  pains  of  death,  punifnmcnts,  and  iffucs  and  profits  of       1 
"  all  domains,  manors,  lands,  tenements,  and  other  heredita-       f 
"  ments  of  him  the  faid  A.  B.   on  occafion  of  the  premifcs,        j. 
"  or  any  of  them,  by  him  the  faid  A.  B.  forfeited  or  loll, 
"  and  to  us  by  reafon    of  the   premifcs   due,  belonging,  in 
"  appertaining."     And  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleafurc,        ^ 
that  fuch  pardon,  fliall  be  duly  pafTed  and  made  to  fuch  per-        ' 
fons,  and  to  fuch  number  and  description  of  perfons,  and  to 
each  and  every  of  them,  as  you  the  faid  Richard  Lord  Vifcount        • 
Howe  and  William  Howe,  or  cither  of  you,  fhall  think  fit,  un- 
der your  hands  and  feals,  or  the  hand  and  feal  of  either  of  ycui ; 
whieh   faid   general   pardon   or  pardons  wc  hereby   authoril'c 
and  impower  you,  or  either  of  you,  to  grant  and  pafs  accor- 
dingly.    And  we  do  hereby  (Iridlly  charge  and  command  you        ; 
the   faid  I^ord  Vifcount  Howe  and  William  Howe,  and  each 
of  you,  from  time   to   time  to  enquire  diligently   into  the 
■ftatc  rnd  condition  of  the  faid  colonies  and  piovinccs,  and  of 
cvcrj  county,  town,  port,  diltri'lt  and  place,  within  the  fame, 


A.  1778.  DEBATES.  311 

cr  any  of  them,  refpeftively,  and  to  receive  and  entfitain 
ill  dutiful  complaints  and  reprefentations  made  to  you,  or 
cither  of  you,  by  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  faithfully  and 
*  duly  to  tranfmit  the  fame  to  one  of  our  principal  Iccretaries 
of  ijtate,  that  fuch  reformation  and  redrcfs  may  follow  there- 
upon, as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  fliall  require  :  and  it  is  our 
fuither  will  and  plcafure,  tliat  you  confer,  as  occafion  may 
rctjiiire,  with  our  fubjefts  in  the  faid  provinces,  or  any 
cf  them,  concerning  fuch  arrangcincnts  and  regulations  ai 
may  tend  to  the  advantage  and  liability  of  the  faid  feveral 
colonies  and  provinces,  and  to  a  laftmg  union  of  each  of 
them,  rcfpeftively,  with  Great-Britain,  upon  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  the  conftitution ;  and  whenever  it  fliall  appear  to 
you  the  faid  Lord  Vifcount  Howe  and  William  Howe,  or 
cither  of  you,  that  the  faid  rebellion  is  fo  far  fupprclled  in 
any  of  the  faid  colonies,  or  provinces,  rcfpccElively,  that  the 
inhabitants  thereof  may  enjoy  their  rights  and  privileges  in 
a  dutiful  fubmiffion  to  our  laws  and  government.  It  is  our 
further  will  and  plealure,  that  you  the  faid  Lord  Vifcount 
Howe  and  William  Howe,  or  either  of  you,  do  fignify   to  * 

the  governor,  or  lieutenant  governor,  or  commander'in  chief 
fortlie  time  being,  of  fuch  colony  or  province,  refpeftively, 
under  the  hands  and  fcals  of  you  the  faid  Lord  Vifcount 
Kowe  and  William  Howe,  or  the  hand  and  fcal  of  either  of 
you,  that  he  do  fummon  and  call  together  an  affembly  or  gf- 
ocral  court  of  the  faid  province  or  colony  ;  and  if  the  faid 
general  court  or  affembly,  being  fo  fummoned,  iliall  make 
tender  of  their  duty  and  obedience,  and  fliall  make  ap- 
plication to  you  the  faid  Lord  Vilcount  Howe  and  Wil- 
liam Howe,  or  either, of  you,  to  have  the  rcflraint  upon  their 
trade  and  intercourfc  taken  ofF,  in  fuch  manner  as  fliall  fatisfy 
you  of  tlieir  loyalty  and  obedience  ;  or  although  it  lliould 
happen,  that  the  faid  rebellion  is  not  fo  far  fupprellcd,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  every  part  of  any  of  our  faid  provinces  or  colo- 
nics, refpeftively,  may  enjoy  the  benefit  of  our  gracious  inten- 
tions for  their  relief  ;  yet  if  in  certain  parts  or  diftrifts,  with- 
in any  of  the  faid  colonies  or  provinces,  the  inhabitants 
thereof  fliall  make  tender  of  their  duty  and  obedience,  am! 
fubmit  themfelves  to  the  magiftrates,  legally  empowered  by 
lis,  and  to  the  due  and  regular  exercife  of  our  government 
and  laws,  in  fuch  manner  as  fliall  give  you  the  laid  Lord 
Vifcount  Howe  and  William  Howe,  or  either  of  you,  fuf- 
ficient  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  of  the  iincerity  and  permanency 
of  their  loyalty  and  obedience  :  in  any,  or  either  of  the  faid 
cafes,  we  do  hen  \>y  authorize  and  impcwer  you  the  laid  Lord 

Vii- 
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Vifcount  Howe  and  William  Howe,  or  cither  of  you,  by 
open  proclamation,  in  our  name,  from  time  to  time,  to  de- 
clare any  fucli  colony,  province,  county,  town,  port,  dif- 
trift,  or  place,  refpeftivcly,  to  l)e  at  our  peace  ;  whercupor, 
and  from  and  after  the  illuing  any  fuch  jiroclamation  in  any 
of  the  colonies  or  provinces,  rcipeclively,  the  further  exe- 
cution of  a  certain  aft  made  and  palVcd  in  the  picfent  par- 
liament, intituled  an  aft  to  prohibit  all  triide  and  intercnuifc 
ivith  the  colonics  of  New  Hampfhiic,  Maffachufets  Bay, 
Rhode  llland,  Connefticut,-  Nevv-Yoik,  New  Jedey,  Pei'i- 
fylvania,  the  three  lower  counties  of  Newcaflle,  Kent,  and 
Sulll-x,  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
prefcnt  rebellion  within  the  faid  colonies,  refpeftively,  and 
for  repealing  an  aft  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  our  reign, 
to  difcontinue  the  landing  and  difcharging,  lading  or  iliipping 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  at  the  town  and  within  the 
harbour  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of  MafTachutets  Bay; 
and  alio  two  afts  made  in  the  lafl:  leffion  of  parliamejT_t,  fur 
Tcflraining  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  colonies  in  the  faid 
afts  reipeftively  mentioned  ;  and  to  enable  any  perfon  or 
perfons  appointed  and  authorifed  by  his  Majefty  to  granr 
pardons,  and  to  iffue  proclamations  in  the  cafes  and  for  tin; 
purpofes  therein  mentioned,  fliall,  with  rcfpeft  to  fueli  co- 
li)ny  or  province,  colonies  or  provinces,  county,  town,  port, 
diftrift,  or  place,  refpeftively,  and  none  other,  ceafe,  deter-  s 
mine,  and  be  utterly  void  ;  and  we  do  hereby  declare,  ordain, 
and  appoint,  that  you  the  faid  Richard  Lord  Vifcount  Howe 
and  Vv'illiam  Howe,  and  each  of  you,  fliall  and  may  hold, 
execute  and  enjoy  the  office  and  place,  and  offices  and  place, 
of  our  commillioner  and  commillioners,  as  herein  raentionid, 
with  all  riglits,  members,  and  appurtenances  whatfocvcr, 
together  with  all  and  fingular  the  powers  and  authoriiii! 
hereby  granted  unto  you,  for  and  during  our  will  and  plea- 
fure,  and  no  longer.     In  wltncfs,  ^x. 

Witnefs  ourfelf  at  Weflminfter  the  fixth  day  of  Mav. 

By  the  KING  hnnulf. 
F.\-amined  with  the  record. 
CiiARLs  Daves,  one  cf  the  Clerks  of  the  Petty  Bngg. 

'To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  George  Germainc,   'dc. 

My  Lord,  Nnu-Tork,  December  22,   i/jfi- 

BY   our  lafl  difpatch,  dated  the   30th  of  November,  w: 

had  the   honour  to  communicate  to  your  Lordlhip  a  pvorla- 

inati  Uj  which  wc  had  judged  proper  to  be  illued,  lanitin;,; 
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the  time  within  which  his  Majefty's  gcncrnl  pardon  flioul  J  Le 
granted,  to  fixty  days.  It  is  with  the  greateft  fetisfafiion  we 
now  inform  your  Lordfliip  of  the  fucccfs  of  that  mcafurc.  A 
very  confiderablc  number  of  pcrfons,  wiio  had  been  aftlvc 
in  the  rebellion,  particularly  in  tliis  province,  and  that  of 
the  Jerfeys,  have  already  fubfcribcd  the  declaration  of  alle- 
giance ;  and  his  Majefty's  pardons,  according  to  the  form 
prefcribed  in  our  commiflion,  are  made  out,  and  given  as 
fall  as  the  ncccflary  certificates  are  produced. 

The  whole  of  the  Jerfeys,  exce)H  a  very  inconfulerablc 
part,  which  we  think  muft  of  courfc  follow,  has  fubmittcd  ; 
and  of  the  province  of  Penfylvania,  which  his  Majefly's 
forces  have  not  yet  entered,  feveral  perfons  of  property  (and 
alio  of  weight  in  the  country,  fo  long  as  any  apparent  deluc 
to  obtain  rcaibnable  terms  of  accommodation  fubfiflcd)  have 
fubfcribed  the  declaration. 

As  we  have  not  yet  received  tlie  returns  of  fubmilhons 
from  the  gentlemen  authorifcd  to  take  them,  it  is  not  in  our 
power  to  tranfrcilt  a  complete  lift,  nor  even  to  afcertain  the 
nuinbers  ;  but  we  may  perhaps  judge  it  proper  to  trouble 
your  Lordfliip  therewith  by  a  future  opportunity,  when  the 
I  difpofulon  of  the  people  at  large  may  be  more  fully  deter- 
mined. In  the  mean  time,  we  can  only  fay,  that,  from  the 
fuccefsful  circulation  of  the  proclamation,  at  leaft  in  the 
neighbouring  provinces ;  and  from  the  avidity  with  which 
the  terms  of  it  have  been  jiithcrto  embraced,  we  have  reafon 
to  conclude,  that  very  material  good  confequences  will  accrue 
from  it  before  the  fixty  days  fljall  be  expired.  We  do  not 
indeed  flatter  ourfelves,  that  it  will  effeft  fuch  a  general  fub- 
;  'miflion  throughout  the  continent,  efpecially  in  the  diftant 
provinces,  as  the  lenity  of  it  ought  to  induce.  We  Hiall  be 
happy  however,  if  a  meafure,  founded  upon  his  Majefty's 
moft  gracious  plan  of  mercy,  Ibould  fo  far  fucceed,  as  to 
prevent,  even  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  the  effufion  of  blood, 
and  promote  the  rcftoration  of  public  tranquility  in  any  of 
his  Majefty's  colonies.  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 
Howe, 
William  Howe, 

January  26, 
Private  bufincfs, 

"January  27. 
Colonel  Bcirre  faid,  that  it  appeared  to  him,  the  papers  pro-  co!. 
duced  upon   the    tnble,   were   in  many  parts  defeftivc,  erro- 
neous and  unfai  sfadory.     The  information  granted  to  the 
Vol.  Vill.  Ss  Houfc 
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Houfc  was  not  complied  with  ;  and  the  appointed  enquiry- 
was,  in  effeft,  defeated,  by  witholding  the  intelligence  anJ 
materials  ncccfTary  thereto.  In  particular,  the  accounts  of 
rh':  uriny  expenditure  v.crc  fo  intorreft,  that  no  credit  wai 
given,  nor  notice  mudc  of  the  f.ivings  of  the  pay  to  foreign 
troop?,  by  decreafe  of  number  from  death,  defertinn,  captivity 
and  otlcer  caufes.  Such  favings  \v:r'.  1;  :t!ced  in  the  accounts  of 
the  Britifh  troops,  and  he  thou'j,iit.it  lomewhat  extraordinary 
that  the  one  flioald  be  accounted  for,  and  not  the  other  ;  lit 
the  fame  time  remarking  that  the  returns  of  the  foreign  troops 
were  alfo  very  incorreft.  Nunibcrlefs  chafms  appeared, 
which  he  could  not  fill  up,  gaps  wliich  he  could  not  fupplv, 
and  fo  ftrangely  and  inaccurately  were  they  framed  upon  the 
whole,  that  no  certain  information  could  be  drawn  from  theii!. 
He  continued  to  obfcrve,  that  other  accounts  moved  lor,  aad 
granted  to  the  Koufe,  had  been  totally  wiihvld.  He  I  a.l 
himfelf,  almofl  two  months  ago  moved,  "  I'liai  an  accoiiiit 
of  all  the  contrails  illued  from  tlie  ireai'ury  oihcc,  lo.vards 
fupplying  the  army  in  America  with  ftorcs  and  proviliim;, 
and  the  perfons  appointed  to  aft  in  the  commiliariot,  wi.dlicr 
viftuallers,  agents,  commiflaries  of  ftores,  or  clerks  of  flores, 
^c.  from'  September  29,  1774,  to  September  29,  1777,  bi; 
laid  before  the  Houfe."  None  of  thefe,  however,  were  yi-t 
laid  upon  the  table  ;  and  notwithflanding  the  day  ot  en- 
quiry was  fo  near,  no  rcafon  was  afl^gncd  why  they  were 
witheld,  nor  jjromife  made  of  their  immediate  appearance. 

He  cenfured  the  conduft  of  adminiftration,  as  very  unv.ar- 
rantablc,  and  reminded  tlieHoulc,  as  it  was  their  pleafuie  to 
vote  the  army  eftimates  at  the  beginning  of  each  feffion,  lo  it 
was  their  duty  to  fee,  that  the  money  fo  granted  was  properly 
applied.  He  therefore,  before  any  other  official  papers  from 
the  military  department  were  taken  intoconfidcration,  thouglii 
it  both  proper  and  necelTary,  that  all  official  docuirieiitire- 
fpefting  the  foreign  troops,  in  our  pay  ;  of  rclpits,  hofpita!*, 
&c.  fliould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.  A  noble  Lord,  whom 
he  did  not  fee  in  his  place  [Lord  George  Germaine]  he  under- 
flood  was  al)fenton  account  of  a  doineffic  inisfortunc;  hut  .is 
the  public  liad  met  with  a  national  calamity,  he  fliotild  iicviT 
receive  it  as  a  fufficient  reafon  for  witholding  inforn>atioii 
from  the  Houfe  at  fo  alarming  a  period. 

Lord  Barrinpcn  accounted  forthe  omiffion  of  tiiofc  favinqs, 
by  obferving,  that  they  went  by  agreement  to  the  princci 
who  furnilhcd  us  thofe  troops  as  a  coinpcnfation  for  r'.-niit- 
jng  x\vm ;  he  alfo  argued  the  propriety  of  tliis  agreement 
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from  the  ufage  univevfliUy  adopted  in  this  kingdom  with  re- 
fpcft  to  the  fervice,  where  the  pay  of  the  deficient  men  is  al- 
^5  ways  allowed  to  each  regiment  as  a  compcnfation  for  the  re- 
j.  cruiting  fervice. 

Celonel  £«rri;' replied,  that  if  the  noble  Lord  would  look  Col. iSi 
into  the  treaties  between  our  court  and  the  German  ftates,  he 
would  find,  that  Government  was  to  pay  diftinft  for  the  re- 
cruiting fervice,  and  that  confequently  thofe  powers  could 
Iiave  but  one  demand  upon  us.  If  wc  were  to  keep  up  and 
return  the  corps  complete,  moft  certainly  wc  were  intitled  to 
the  fund  appropriated  to  that  fervice,  whicii  was  the  pay  of 
the  deficient  numbers.  Indeed  the  German  princes  had  put 
liie  matter  beyond  a  poflibility  of  doubt ;  for  they  had  ex- 
prefsly  flipulated,  lb  much  for  a  man  killed,  and  fo  much  for 
a  man  wounded  and  rendered  unferviccable. 

He  alluded  next  to  the  motion  made  for  laying  before  the 
Houfe  fuch  papers  as  might  be  nccellary  to  give  an  infight  in- 
to the  aftual  ftate  of  the  nation  :  it  was  now  a  long  time, 
eight  weeks,  lince  the  Houfe  had  ordered  in  thefe  papers ;  the 
early  adjournment  had  been  propofed  in  order  to  aftbrd  timt: 
fufiicient  for  getting  them  ready,  and  after  all  there  was  not  a 
fingle  paper  relative  to  that  bufinefs  on  the  table  ;  he  fuppo- 
fcJ  that  they  were  to  be  brought  in  pcrliaps  tlie  day  before  the 
enquiry,  and  accufed  the  minifter  of  unfair  dealing  in  not 
fubmitting  them  fooner  to  public  infpcftion,  that,  in  fo 
weighty  a  matter,  gentlemen  might  have  time  to  perufc  and 
digell  them,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to  form  a  proper  idea  of 
the  real  ftate  of  the  nation. 

Lord  North  faid,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  gentleman,  by  Ld.  No, 
whom  the  motion  alluded  to  had  been  made,  was  not,  at  tlie 
time  he  made  it,  thoroughly  aware  of  its  great  extent.  Con- 
trafts  for  cloathing,  viftualling  and  fupplyingthe  troops  with 
rum,  porter,  he.  cVc.  together  with  the  minutes  of  the  trea- 
fury  relative  to  all  fuch  contrafts,  for  four  entire  years,  have 
been  called  for.  To  obey  the  order  of  tire  Houfe  required 
more  time  than  at  firfl  had  been  fuppofed.  They  were  not 
yet  ready  ;  in  a  very  few  days  they  would  ;  and  then  gentle- 
men would  be  convinced,  that  being  fo  prodigioufly  volu- 
minous, it  was  abfolutely  impoffibie  they  could  have  been 
produced  fooner.  He  did  not  willi  to  evade  the  enquiry,  as 
had  been  infmuated  by  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  and 
therefore  he  would  not  fubmit  to  the  charge,  however  fami- 
liar fuch  infinuations  were  become  to  him.  It  was  his  fincere 
dellre  to  comply,  as  ftridlly  as  poffible,  with  the  orders  of  the 
S  s  2         .,  Houfe, 
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Houfe,  yet  he  did  not  think  himfelf  rcfponfihle  for  any  in-  |i 
correftnefs  which  might  appear  to  tlie  honouralile  c,(ntlciiwii  ;  "■, 
hut  he  affnrcd  every  fide  of  the  Houfe,  iliat  nothing  flioulJ  U-  JJ 
wanting,  tliat  depended  on  him,  to  give  the  HouCe  every  \xi'-  r 
fible  fatisfaftion, 

•  Colonel  5i?n-d'fuggcfted,  that  it  would  have  been  morccir- 
did  in  tlie  noble  Lord  to  have  told  the  Houfe  at  Hrft,  that  i!.,: 
papers  could  not  be  ready  by  the  time  fpcciiieJ  in  tiic  inn-  ; 
tion ;  and  that  therefore  it  would  be  necellary  to  appoiiu.i  ^. 
longer  day.  It  was  evident  Iiowever,  that  tlie  noble  Lord  \s..,  » 
full  as  ignorant  of  the  extent  of  the  order,  when  it  wa^  m:\\-,  | 
as  he  was,  or  he  would  have  urged  hisobjeftions  at  the  tiim,  | 
but  he  did  not  even  hint  a   doubt  of  the  order  being   fullv  j 

complied  with.  This  was  a  fpccies  of  candour  waicli  1;;';1  f 
often  been  experienced  from  his  Lordfliip.  I 

General  Con-xny  fpoke  to  the  defefts  in  the  accounts  alreaJ)  i 

before  the  Houfe:  he  faid,  that  it  was  impoffible  that  t!.c  ] 
commander  in  chief  could  be  ignorant  of  t'.ic  number  of  lii,  I 
forces,  whether  national  or  foreign,  and  confequently  o^  t!;i-  i 
lofles  they  had  fuftained  ;  otherwife  it  would  be  inipo'liiblc  fm  ' 

him  to  know  whether  any  particular  detachment  he  onkrivl  \ 
upon  duty,  were  equal  to  the  taikimpofed  on  them  :  fucli  i^-- 
norancc  could  not,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  attributal  V>  ! 
the  commanders.  He  had  the  honour  at  times  to  cominr,:i  1 
detachments  made  \ip  of  troops  of  different  nations;  but  li; 
ahv.iys  was  thoro\ighly  acquainted  with  the  numl?er  of  1:  v 
men.  The  numbers  lent  to  America,  and  tliofc  cop,t:.!nci'.  i;i 
tl\e  la  ft  returns,  differed  moft  effentially  :  there  was  a  (.liiV;- 
renre  of  nolefs  than  i8or  2>o,000  men,  wlio  niufi  na\:ui:i'i!>  ':  j 
fuppofed  to  be  loft  during  the  feveral  campaigns:  it  v..,- 
thcieforc  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  infift  on  an  explanation  oi 
a  matter  fo  highly  important. 

Lord  Barruvjlon  adverted  to  Colonel  Barry's  obfcrvaliii;H 
relative  to  llic  omiflion  of  the  favings  from  the  pay  of  li'.c  fo- 
reign troops,  He  informed  the  Houfe,  th;U  ruch'nuinbi.iMn' 
recruits  had  been  fent  over  by  the  different  princes  to  wlyim 
thofc  troops  belonged,  that  there  were  no  deiiciencies  in  num- 
bers, and  confequently  no  favings  from  their  pay. 
rr:'.  Colonel  Barrc  obfcrved,  that  from  the  time  the  forcis'ii 
troops  !;ad  fuffered  loffcs,  ro  the  time  inch  lolTeswere  ii;;nifu(! 
to  their  vefpcfiive  fovercigns ;  and  from  the  day  of  fuch  in- 
formation to  the  day  that  the  loft  men  were  replaced,  dntre 
mult  necellarily  have  elapfed  a  very  confidcrablc  liuir ;  and 
that  confequently  there  muft  have  been  VCjry  tCiluilerjbl: 
lavir.;  s  made  during  that  period. 

Lori 
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"         Lord  Ea-n-'inpcn  faid,  that  by  treaty  I'uch  favings  ucie  to  beLoij  Bm-- 
appropriated  to  levying  recruits ;  as  iimilar  lavings  in  lJruiiIi'''''j'"'- ! 
regiments  were  converted  to  liniilar  ufcs. 

Colonel  5flrr(' again  reminded  the  noble  Lord  of  his    mi-Col. /J^rr/. 
ftake,  and  defircd  him  to  coniult  the  treaties,    and  he   wouM 
■find,  that  all  the  new  levies  were  to  be  made  at  the  cxpenct  of 
■  I       Great  Britain,     To  this  he  received  no  reply. 
■  Mr.  Fox  then  rofe,  and  premifed  his  motion  with  lament-  Mr.  Fix. 

ing,  that  the  noble  Lord  [Lord  G.  Germaine]  was  not  in  his 
i  J  place  ;  efpccially  as  he  undcrftood,  that  liis  abfence  arofe  from 
11  a  family  misforcnne.  The  reafon  however,  whicli  induced 
(f  him  to  make  his  motion,  arol'e  from  a  calamity  of  a  higher 
-*  and  more  extenfive  nature,  no  lefs  than  the  calamity  of  his 
country.  His  reafon  fcr  troubling  the  Houfc  was  to  enquire 
into  the  total  lofs,  or  rather  extinction  of  a  BritlflT  army. 
He  (liould  therefore  make  no  apology  for  renewing  his  mo- 
tion, becaufe  he  was  fufficiently  latisiied,  that  though  the  no- 
ble Lord  could  not  attend,  his  particular  fcntmients  on  tlie 
matter  were  well  known.  He  humouroufly  obferved,  that  as 
he  wlflied  well  to  his  motion,  fo  he  could  not  pofllbly  find  a 
more  proper  perfon  to  fecond  it  than  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
blue  ribbon,  who  laft  week  confefled  himfelf  a  friend  to  it ; 
though  the  noble  Lord  experienced  fad  revcrfcs  in  other 
places,  yet  in  that  Houfe  he  never  appeared  in  .mv  other 
character  than  that  of  a  conqueror  ;  he  therefore  recom- 
mended his  motion  to  his  patronage  ;  as  under  his  protcftion 
it  would  infallibly  be  inturcd  againft  misfortune  :  he  thca 
moved,  "  That  an  humble  addrcfs  be  prefented  to  hi^  Ma- 
iefty,  requeuing  tl  at  he  will  be  gracioully  pleaied  to  order 
the  proper  ofliccr  to  lay  before  the  Houfo  copies  of  inftruc- 
\\  tions  given  to  Lieutenant-Gencral  Burgoyne,   together  with 


fuch  parts  of  Sir  William  Howe's  inftruftions,  as  related  to 
co-operation  with  the  former." 

Colonel  Lntliil!  cxprefled  his  abhorrence  of  principles c^^j^^^ 
which  led  gentlemen  to  fapport  rebellion;  a  rebellion  which (rW/. 
jhould  meet  with  every  loyal  fubjcft'a  oxecration;  a  rebel- 
lion, for  which  any  man  flrould  blulh  to  be  an  ads^ocate;  a 
rebellion,  the  promoters  of  whicli  ought  not  to  Ihew  their 
faces,  but  conceal  them  in  dens  and  lurking  holes.  He  could 
not,  confulent  with  the  duty  which  he  owed  his  fovereign  and 
the  conflitution,  remain  filent,  when  i:c  faw  a  fct  of  men 
combined  together  to  betray  their  country.  Placemen  with- 
out places  ;  orators  who  fpent  their  time  in  ftudying  inflam- 
matorv  fpeeches,  arid  expending  their  incoaics  in  haying  them 

publlflied 
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publiflied  ill  tlie  ncws-pnpers ;  rhetoricians,  who  p;ot  Uair 
livelihood  by  publifhing  their  fpceches  in  Parliament;  s^'ct- 
tors  of  Irealbn  and  rebellion,  combined  purpoibly  for  th.cruiii 
of  their  country. 

[Here  he  was  violently  called  to  order,  and  the  Floufc 
fecined  for  fome  time  in  a  kind  of  ferment.] 

Mr.  Ciai/ts,  ]\'j,._  C&7r/£'5  Ti/rwr  repeated  the  words  of  Colonel  Luttii II 
""■""■•  which  had  given  fo  much  offence,  which  he  had  taken  I'.own 
in  writing  ;  and  after  (hewing  the  very  great  infult  olFercil  to 
a  refpcclable  number  of  gentlemen,  he,  to  mend  the  nintki, 
and  fliew  where  the  fault  lay,  faid,  that  in  his  confcicnct  he 
was  convinced  that  the  miniflry  were  combined  to  bcti.iy 
their  country. 

[This  produced  as  violent  an  outcry  as  Colonel  LuttrcH\ 
affcrtion,  and  threw  the  Houfe  into  the  utmofl  confuiicii ; 
nothing  for  a  long  time  could  be  heard  but  Order,  order,  CmJi  , 
chair.  The  Speaker  at  length  appeafed  the  tumult,  and  fai.l, 
tliat  he  imagined  the  Colonel  did  not  mean  wliat  he  had  (".li.l 
r.s  an  infult,  and  that  his  idea  did  not,  he  dared  to  fay,  g(A,ai 
far  as  his  words  feemed  to  convey  it.] 

Mr.  Fojr.  Mr.  i^o.r  hoped,  the  Houfe  would'believe,  he  did  not  rife 
to  take  notice  of  the  generous  and  gentleman-like  epithets 
thrown  out  by  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  he  confidcred  them 
unworthy  cither  of  his  attention,  or  the  notice  of  the  Hoofe, 
which  had  exerted  itfelf  fo  warmly  to  renore  order.  Put  in- 
dependent of  all  this  noife  and  paflion,  he  could  not  but  be  fur- 
prifed,  that  becaufe  a  motion  came  from  his  fide  of  the  HouR-, 
it  ilioiild  be  difregarded.  This  was  a  matter  of  I'erious  con- 
cern, and,  if  once  admitted,  would  preclude  all  fuithtr 
deb:itc.  If  he,  or  any  gentleman,  in  oppolition,  auvl 
afluated  by  that  duty  which  his  trufl,  as  the  reprefcntativc  nf 
111?  conftituents,  the  free  commons  of  England,  bound  him  to, 
{luiold  itiakc  motions  relative  to  the  good  of  the  realm,  to  no 
other  purpofe  than  to  provoke  the  indignation,  mockery  and 
contciupt  of  thofe  who  differed  from  him  ! 

Col.  i»f-        Colonel /.;//;)-('// faid,    that  the  honourable  gentleman  [Mr. 

trcll.  Yo\']  had  always  declared  himfelf  a  friend   to  revolted  Ame- 

rica :  a  friend  to  the  revolted,  without  any  particular  friend- 
fliip  for  ihem,  muft  certainly  be  a  friend  to  the  revolt;  what 
then  could  he  call  Uich  people  but  traitors  ?  [He  was  again 
called  to  order.] 

Mr.  Fcx.  ■^^"■-  ^'^■^'  "'■ged  the  great  difference  between  a  friend  to  re- 
volted America,  and  a  friend  to  Hancock  and  Adams,  and  the 
other  fedilloiis  leaders  of  tlte  revolt.     He  ftood,   he  laid,    in 
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f      I       the  former  prcdiciiment ;  and  the  minifter  in  tlic  latter.     He 
(      I       would  have  conciliated  the  affcaions  of  America  in  tune,  and 
prevented   at  once  the   difinal  confequences,  which  have  rc- 
fulted  from  oppofite  mcalurcs,  and  thereby  have  chcoke.!  tne 
erowin"  power  of  faftion  ;  but  the  miaifler,  more  a  mend  ia 
Hancocl  and  Adams,  and  their  adherents,  than  to  America  or 
Gre-tt  Britain,  had  taken  every  po'dii^le  ftep  to  unite  the  co- 
lonies in  the  plan  of  independence  ;  and  to  a-srandr/e  thole 
men,  who,  wltliout  the  alhfrance  -iven  them  in  almofl  every 
I        aft  of  aovcrnment  before  and  during  the  conteft,  mvUt  have 
'        remained  at  this  day  in  the  frtuatloa  of  private  gentlemen,  m- 
ilead  of  aaine,  as  they  do  now,  one  ot  the  greaiell  parts  on 
the  great  thea:^re  of  the  world.     As  to  the  acculai.on  of  his  be- 
\         in<T   an   orator   by  trade,    it  was   evident  by  the  honourable 
i         gentleman's  words,  it  was  a  trade  he  did  notj.vc-  by,  as  he  was 
pleafcd  to  delcribe  him  as  a  placeman  out  ot  piace  ;  and,  as  to 
{         ihe  guilt  of  oratory,  he  prcfumed    the   charge  wou.d    fall    as 
'         iuftly  upon  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  ot  tlie  treaUny,  .vao 
had  been  as  guilty  of  fpeaking  with  eloquence,   as  any   gen- 
tlemanonhrsrideof  the  Houfe,   and  who  befides  had  com- 
mitted the  crime  to  as  great  an  advantage   as  any  placeman 
i         out  of  place  could  poffibiy  be  fulpeffed  ot  doing.    _ 

Lord  North  took  u,.on  him  to  accept  the  ofhce  impofed  on  u. 
I         him  by  the  gentleman  who  made  the   motion    namely    to  le- 
\         cond  it,  though  he  confeffed  h.mfelf  much   leis  qua  -i^od  for 
'  fuch  a  talk  tlian  tlie  honourable  gentleman ;  he  had  at  in  ft  1.'  id, 

,  he  would  give  his  affent  to  every  enqmry  that  cou,d  be  iiiade 

1         into  his  conduft  ;  he  would  ftand  to  h.s  word,    nor  w.lh    o 
:  fcreen  himfelf  from  a  fcrutiny  which  he  wasconymcea  would 

^  terminate  to  h.s  honour  :  the   noble  Lord    tor  tne  American 

;  department  had  authorifed  him  to  aflare  the  Houle,   that  he 

i  would  not  make  the   leaft  oppofit.on  to  the  motion     Jhe 

I  propriety  or  impropriety,  the  juftice  or  injuftice  o    t Kc  n  ca- 

\  fure,  he\vould  nof  take  upon  h,m  to  argue  or  eftabbih     b  1 1 

I  this  muchhe  would  infift  on,  thathaving,  ftrongoo,eaions    o 

i  the  time  of  making  the  motion,  however  inclined  he  ^"^y^^- 

\  to  fupport  it  when  carried,   the  Houle  Ihould  do  hmi  the    u- 

fiice  to  acknowledge  that  he  was  by  no  meatus  mftrumenta     n 
j  bringing  forward  the  enquiry  :  he  mliiled  the  ^o.._f:von^ 

i  on  this,  as  his  delicacy  was  not  a  little  concerned  ,n  it ;   lome 

i  )  gentlemen  having  been  induced  to  think,  from  an  expveflion  m 

J  General  Burgoyne's  letter,    that  he  put  tne  --^l^--  upon   tl 

i  1  "iffue,  that  either  the  miniftry  or  h.mlelf  were  wrong     ti.a.  he 

^  Sg  done  all  that  could  be  d«ne  by  a  man  in  his  Utuation, 
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it  were  impoffiijlc  to  call  any  bbme  on  his  condncV.     As  ihn 
was  conftrucd  into  r.n  oblinue  rclkftionon  adminiftralion,  lu: 
would  not   be   Uippofcd  to  aft   from   jMijue   or   paffion  :    Ik 
therefore  repeated  it,    that  hi  cxpefted  the  Houfc  wouhl  do 
him  the  juftice   to   bear  teftimony  hereafter,   that  he  did  net 
wifli  to  promote  the  enquiry  at  that  fealbn. 
Sir  Mx^K-      Sir  jHexcindcr  Ldtb  aceufcd  the  minifi:er  of  rcpcllinc;  infcr- 
"'  '    mation  ;  faid,  that  when  the  troops  now   raifing  withuui  the 
auth.ority  of  Parliament   flioukl  be  embodied  and  complct;d, 
the  Parliament  could  no  longer  be  faid   to   be  free  and  inde- 
pendent :  that  man,  faid  he,  (pointing  to  one  of  the  ferv:ints 
of  the  Hoiife,  who  was  bringing'  in  candles  for  the  Spc;\keiN 
table)    may  be    employed  in  lighting  me  to  my    prilbn,    ro 
which  I  may  be  condufted  by  a  guard  of  foldicrs  raifed  with- 
out my  confent. 
ti.  Nuzint.      Earl  M(f(7;.'  condemned   the  meafure  of  the  enquiry.     It 
might  probably  go  farther  than  the  words  at  hrfl  might  fccni 
to  import.      In  the  affair  of  Matthews  and  Leftock,  the  \oiof 
of  the  people  vvr.s  in  favour  of  tlie  former,  for  having,  in  tliPir 
opinion,    bravely  alVerted   the    rights    of  Great  Britain,  and 
humbled  the  French  for  taking  our  enemies  under  their  pro- 
teftion  ;  the  latter  was  looked  upon  as  a  man  who  had  balciv 
betrayed  the  honour   of  his  country   and  his  foveixign,  and 
cowardly  dcfertcd  his  commander  in  the  moment  of  danger  ; 
yet,  what  was  the  confetpicnce  ?   I.cftock  was  honourably  ac- 
quitted, and  an  .iddrefs  was  prefented  by  the  Commons  to  the 
King,  requeuing  he  would  order  a  court-martial  immedintily 
to  try  A'.lmiral  Matthews.     Such   was   the  flrange  turn  th;u 
afFah-  took  ;  the  prefent  bufmefs  might  not  take  a  lefs  extra- 
ordinary :inc.     He  was  convinced   the  gallant  Eurgoync  liad 
done  all  that  man  could  do.     He  might  indeed  have  indulgLci 
an  excels  of  valour,    and  thought  Britilli  courage  fupcrior  to 
any  obflacle  ;  but  he  hoped  no  one  would  impute  it  to  him  as 
a  crime,  that  he  thought  his  inen,  and  Britons  too,  aliie  to 
beat  fuperior  numbers. 

The  matter  was,  in  his  opinion,  already  prejudged  ;  it  v.ms 
alTerted,  that  foi.'ie  one  was  to  blame:  yet  it  was  very  pof- 
fible  tliat  the  expedition  might  have  failed,  without  a  linglc 
iV.ult  li.'.vingbrcn  committed  eitlitr  by  thofe  who  jilatmLd,  ot 
thole  who  were  charged  with  the  management  oi'tiic  o-p^iil- 
tion  ;  he  could  in  ibme  meafure  himlelf  account  for  its  mif- 
carriagc.  A  great  nuinber  of  Provincials,  whom  C)ener;il 
Eurgoync  thought  to  be  well  affefted  to  his  caufe,  betrayed 
him,  and  brought  on  the  firft  check  he  received  at  Bennington. 
<■  .  Some 
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Some  of  tlVe  troops,  though  really  very  brave,  did  not  at 
fome  particular  times  do  their  duty  :  this  prevented  the  Ge- 
neral from  taking  fuch  advantages  as  circumftanccs  offered 
him.  This  nKd  not  furprize  the  Houfe  :  a  very  ftril.ing  in- 
ftance  of  the  kind  occurred  at  the  battle  of  Mal|)I:u|uet, 
when  a  body  of  Britifli  cavalry,  which  fignali zed  itli-lfthat 
day,-  was  marching  down  a  lane,  the  firfi:  ,  rank  Unv  :>.  poor 
woman's  horfc  with  a  pair  of  panniers  on  his  back,  gallop- 
ing from  his  rider  whom  he  had  thrown.  1'lils  rank  think- 
ing it  was  part  of  the  enemies  cavalry  that  was  advancmg, 
inflantly  wheeled  about,  panic  ftruck;  the  other  ranks,  fee- 
ing their  firfl  rank  face  about,  immediately  did  the  fame  ; 
and  the  whole  corps  was  thus  put  to  the  tout. 

As  foon  as  this  motion  was  difpufcd  of,  uhich  was  by  tlie 
previous  quellion,  and  without  a  diviiion, Colonel ij'arA-' renew-  Col.  BjnL'. 
ed  a  motion  which  had  been  formerly  rejc£lcd  on  account  of 
the  miniftcr  for  the  American  department  being  abfent.  It 
waSjfor  laying  before  the  Houfe  "  All  letters  and  extrafls  of 
letters  which  had  pafTed  between  General  Gage,  Lord  Howe, 
Sir  William  Howe,  and  General  Carlcton,  from,  the  ill  of 
July  1775,  to  the  27th  of  Jaunuary  1778." 

Lord  North  oppofed  the  motion,  and  faid,  that  he  was  Lord  /.'tr/i, 
aware  of  its  being  faid  of  him  that,  what  little  reputation  he 
might  have  acquirevl  for  candour  upon  the  kift  motion,  Iv; 
was  moll  likely  to  lofe  it  all  by  his  oppolition  to  this ;  vet,  as 
[  '  Ik  thought  it  inconfillent  with  the  duly  he  owed  hlmklf  as 
!  I  a  mlniller  and  a  member  of  that  Houfe  ;  to  his  King,  as  a 
j  !  fubjcifl,  and  to  his  country  as  an  Engliihman,  he  would  op- 
i  •  pofe  any  motion  which  tended  to  publilh  to  our  enemies  what 
I    '■         might  enable  them  to  defeat  the  plans  of  government.    Nel- 

!i        therjullice,  policy,  rior  loyalty,  would  admit  of  fuch  a  cou- 
I        defccnlion. 
'  Mr.  Fox  fupportcd  the  motion.     He  animadverted  to   an  Mr.  F»a-; 

I         exprefiion  made  in  the   Houl'e  fome  time  ago  by  the   noble 
I         Lord,    "■  That  he  was  an  unfortunate  nj'iniller."     He  played 
upon  the  word  for  above  an  hour;  and  in  the  courfc  of  his 

Ifpeech  recapitulated  every  millake,   or   luppofed  error  in  ad- 
miniftration,  with  the   continued  rej'Ctition  of  this   expref- 
iion,  "  if  the  noble  Lord  had  been  lo   fovtunaie   as   to  have 
done  this;  or  if  he  had  not  been  lb  unfortunate  as  to  have 
I         millaktn  that,  neither  the  nation  nor  the  miniltcr  would  be 
1         txpofed  to  the  ncceihty  of  the  prcfent  inqLury." 
j  f  Having  been  defeated  in  every  plan  of  a  four  year's  war, 

■   }         are  we  to  hope    for  fucccfs  from  tlie  m./^nitude  of  our   af'- 
VoL.   VJh  -  T  t    -^    "  furaiik-if 
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fui-clitics  ?  Is  there  a  man  in  this  Houfe  who  will  no\v  ftaiul 
up,  iinU  fay,  tliat  it  is  pofTihle  we  can  carry  on  an  oftcnlivc 
v^rir  in  Aincricj  nc>:t  campaign  ?  Will  any  man  fay  that  \vc 
<:aii  l.iiii'r  To  r.^rcHt  a  force  ii'uo  tiie  field  next  year  a;  t'l-.U 
v/liii  li  was  l):'iilkcl  or  dcftroyccl  lafl;  year  ?  If  then  we  can 
only  a£t  on  the  defcnfive,  or  bring  into  the  field  only  two- 
thirds  of  the  forces  we  had  lafl  campaign,  is  it  to  be  (hj-pi)!- 
ed  we  can  effcft  that  with  a  lefTer  force,  which  with  a  tar 
trreatcr  we  were  not  able  to  attain  ?  Or,  if  obliged  to  |j;ive 
lip  every  operation  of  oircncc  by  lantl,  we  fhould  only  be  able 
to  carry  on  a  naval  war — was  it  to  be  fuppofcd  tliat  we  could 
ciFct^  that  by  hnrrafling  the  7\mcricans  one  way,  which  we 
liave  found  impoffiblc  to  cffcft  by  harrafiing  them  every 
way. 
td.  North.  Lord  North  replied,  that  however  unfortunate  he  miulit 
be  as  a  minifter,  who  had  come  into  the  direftion  of  alfr.iis 
at  a  very  critical  flate  of  things,  lie  had  the  confolation  ot 
being  fortunate  enough,  by  tlie  expreffion  of  a  fingle  word, 
of  giving  the  honourable  gentleman  an  opportunity  of  nin'.f«- 
ing  a  very  florid  fpeech  upon  a  iingle  word  ;  and  that  at  a 
time  too  when  there  was  a  very  full  Houfe. 
Cnvernor  Governor  Johnjlonc  infifted  that  the  motion  was  exceeding- 
^ibiijlmc.  ly  proper.'  Miniftcrs  themfelves,  who  had  fcemed  fo  tcn«.'cr 
of  the  honour  of  abfcnt  ofTicers,  Ihould  of  courfe  efpoulc  it. 
It  would  either  exculpate  our  commanders  from  thofe  illil  t- 
ral  ccnfurcs  (o  generally  bellowed  on  them,  and  which  nilnl- 
flry  have  fo  much  difclaimed  ;  or  if  they  were  guilty,  ir 
would  free  miniftry  from  fome  afpcrfions,  which  ill-natuii-d 
people  were  too  apt  to  throw  upon  them. 

On  the  cpeftion  being  put,  the  Houfe  divided  ;  ayes  101  ; 
noes  163. 

'Jamto.ry  28. 
No  debate. 

'January  2g. 
Col.  Sirrr.  Coloncl  Barrc  faid,  that  the  accounts  produced  from  tlir 
ofhcc  of  ordnance,  were,  in  his  opinion,  dcfeftivc  and  iinla- 
tisfaftory,  and  wanted  the  mimite  ftatements  netclbiry  t  ' 
give  the  information  defired  ;  and  to  remedy  the  dctciil,  lie 
Legged  leave  to  move,  "  that  the  proper  officers  be  ordiicd 
to  lay  before  the  Houfe  exaft  accounts  of  the  howit/cr-, 
cannon,  and  other  artillery  equipments  that  were  in  iloie  in 
.any  part  of  America  on  the  tirft  of  January,  1774;  ai.d 
fecondly,  he  moved  for  exaft  accounts  of  the  ariilbiy 
and  am-iumitiou  that  had  been  iliippcd  for   Anicriv.a  hom 

tht 


A.  1778.  DEBATES.  32; 

the  firft  of  January  1774,  to  the  27tk  of  January  1778." 
The  firft  of  thefe  motions  was  carried  in  the  afiirniutivc  ; 
but  to  the  fccond 

Lord  North  objcftcd,'  a§  from  the  prefcnt  poflurc  of  ml-Ld.  Kn-th. 
litary  operations  with  regard  to  America,  a  chfclofure  of  the 
force  of  artillery  in  the  country  muft  necelTarily  produce  the 
moft  inconvenient,  if  not  dangerous  efFcfts  ;  at  the  liime 
time  he  would  inform  the  honourable  gentleman,  vliat  there 
certainly  was  a  very  large  force  of  artillery  now  in  America, 
and  he  hoped  that  he  would  lind  any  furtlier  information  tliat 
he  might  want  in  the  papers  then  upon  the  table. 

Colonel  Bane  infifted  that  no  fatal  cfFefls  could  arift  from  CA.  Sjin 
his  motion,  Imcc  it  did  not  extend  to  nay  difelofure  of  the 
force  of  artillery  actually  inftore  now  in  America,  but  bare- 
ly what  had  been  fliipped  from  Britain,  not  deducting  for 
confumption,  or  captures  afloat  or  on  Ihorc.  The  reafon 
he  had  for  the  motion  was,  that  he  conceived  there  had  been 
great  mifmanagement  Ibmcwhcre,  fmce  the  grofs  article  of 
charge,  in  the  account  produced  upon  the  table,  referred  to  « 
by  the  noble  i.ord,  was  71,000!.  which  was  gieater  than  the 
expenditure  for  the  fame  time  during  the  laft  war,  for  the 
fervice  of  one  army  in  Germany  and  another  in  America. 

The  queftion  was  put,   and  it  palled  in  the  negative  with- 
out a  divifion. 

Colonel  Lultrcll  :iroCe,  and  premifmg  his  intended  fubieftCol.lt/. 
with  a  few  remarks  on  t'le  injury  of  mifreprefentation  and'"'" 
abufe,  or  pcrverfion  of  words,  of  a  member  of  that  Houfe 
in  his  official  capacity,  complained,  that  in  a  certain  morn- 
ing paper,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  but  which  he  did  not 
name,  he  had  been  giofsly  and  j^aljiabiy  rois-ftared,  and  charg- 
ed with  having,  on  a  late  occalion,  behaved  unparliamenta- 
ry, and  that  for  fo  doing  he  had  received  the  cenfurc  of  the  .  ■ 
Houfe.  He  infilled  a  good  deal  on  the  calumny  of  fucli  a 
charge,  made  many  dircft  and  fevere  flriftures  on  the  con- 
duft  of  the  editor  of  that  paper  in  thus  aggravating  and 
mis-flating  h&s,  which. he  lioped  would  be  vvitnellcd  to  be 
otherways  by  every  member  prefent  on  the  occalion,  and  ren- 
dering him  infamous  in  the  eyes  of  the  public.  He  confi- 
der  fuch  contlucl;  as  too  heinous  to  be  forgiven,  and  therefore 
lie  informed  the  Houfe,  that,  for  his  future  fafety  and  pro- 
teftion,  he  was  determined  to  move,  on  fome  future  day,  that 
the  ftauding  iirder  of  the  Houfe  for  excluding  ftrangcrs  from 
the  gallery,  be  ilnflly  carried  into  execution, 

T  I  Z  Hr 
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He  next  endeavoured  to  exculpate  himfelf,  from  the  (.■lini;;^ 
of  being  difordeily  ;■  rnd  faid,  the  honourahle  g(.-ntlcin,in 
[Mr.  Fox.]  did  not  call  him  to  cvdcr,  but  ol/it-Tvcd,  tluit  he 
■was  very- near  defccnding  to  perronalitics,  ;irid  that  cnnll'- 
<]vicntlv  he  was  goin,;;  to  lie  di,ni(lcr!y  ;  but  ihat  tlic  honou- 
able  gcntlcinan  had  very  gcxvl-n'.tiircdlv  prevented  hini,  by 
interrupting  him,  when  lie  perceived  lie  was  beginning  to 
grow  warm.  On  the  whole,  he  wiflicd  to  be  undc-rllni'J, 
that  it  wss  tlie  editor  of  the  paper  alluded  to,  not  he,  il'.at 
was  the  occalion  of  (hutting  tlie  gallery  doors. 

ITr.  Ffv.  jvii-.  Fox  Yol'c  to  lay  lb  far  in  iufcihcation  of  the  honrmra- 

ble  gentleman  before  him,  that  he  did  not  call  him  to  order 
'for  any  unparliamentary  al'ertion  levelled  at  him,  on  account 
■pf  any  private  converfatiou,  but  becauiehe  kerned,  to  infnni- 
■ate,  that  becnufe  the  motion  c:;me  from  liis  U.\c  of  tlu  Ifnu'c 
■it  fhould  be  rcjeftcd.  The  Hor.li;  at  large  conceived  tliis  in 
the  fame  manner  with  himfelf,  and  the  honourable  gentknuui 
■accordingly  was  called  to  order.  If  this  then  was  the  onlv 
acculatioa  he  had  againit  the  cdfitor  complained  of,  Lc  «Jul 
not  think  it  fo  enormous  :  and  though  he  was  no  advocate  f;r 
news-paper  expofure,  he  did  not  look  upon  it  as  a  itiliii  ica'- 
reafon  for  excluding  him,  among  other  ftrangcrs,  from  t!ic 
Houfc.  He  was  convinced  tlie  true  and  only  ir.elhotl  nf 
preventing  mifrcprefcntation  was  bv  ilirowing  open  the  ;_;al- 
kry,  and  making  the  debates  :\:^.'.\  decifions  of  the  Ho'jic  :,s 
public  as  ])oirible.  There  was  Icfs  danger  vi  niiifcprcfciit.',- 
tion  in  a  full  company  than  a  thin  one,  as  tliere  would  be 
a  greater  number  of  perfons  to  give  evidience  againlt  the  mil'-- 
reprefentation.      ■ 

•  The  lliutting  of  the  gallery  could  not  prevent  the  ]iro- 
cecdings  of  the  Houfc  from  finding  their  wa\  to  public  vie\\|; 
for  during  a  certain  pcriotl,  when  the  gallery  was  kept  cni,>- 
ty,  the  debates  were  printed,  let  the  manner  of  oliiainiiu' 
them  be  what  it  mieht  ;  and  in  faft,  the  puLilic  had  a  riidiL 
to  know  what  imffed  in  ParliaiULUt, 

.TI.e  Cfci-        The  Speaker  begged  to  have  the  i'enfc  of  the  Houfc  to  di- 

'*"■•  rciSl  his  future  conchu'^. 

Mr.  Rigi.y.  Mr.  R:^hy  c'^nfeilcd,  that  he  wiflicd  to  have  the  gallery 
fliur,  nor  o;ilv  againft  gentlemen  l.iut  ladies  ;  as  the  latter  as 
well  as  the  former,  might  dabble  in  party  difputes,  and  b.ave 
their  predikftion  and  preferences  for  one  parrv  before  anci- 
thcr.  He  thought  at  this  time  it  was  very  neecllary  to  ex- 
clude every  ftranger,  fmcc  in  the  courfe  of  !ie,\t  week  tin; 
mod  f-rious  enquiry  would  take  place,  that  might  peili;i|i. 
4  '-  ■  ali'.vH 
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rifleft  the  lives  and  properties  of  individuals.  He  conrcfied, 
it  might.be  thought  odious  to  m:ike  tlie  motion,  ncvcrthcle'i^, 
\i  the  motion  was  made  he  would  fecond  it. 

.jyir.  Turner  liiid,  hcfuoqld  humbly  iiurcat.die  lionouraiilc  ; 
(gentleman  to  9;ivc  up  his  intention  of  iriakii.g  the  motion. 
He  did  not  like  a  man  that  was  afr.iid  of  li.u  :iig  h;^  ficcch 
publifhed  ;  a  n:an  that  weighed  his  words.  He  would  he 
glad  to  fee  gcnllcmen'warm  when  circuuilfancvs  requircL!  it  ; 
their  fathers  were  warm  before  them  ;  th.-jv  were  waiin 
tlicmfelves,  and  he  hoped  their  children  v.'oiiit!  be  fo  after 
them.  .For  his  part,  he  would  be  always  h;;ppy  to  kz  the 
g.-^llery  crowded  ;  and  that  if  one  door  was  liiiu  to  exclude  all 
the  men,  another  fliould  be  opened  to  let  in  all  tlic.wc-.icn. 
■  Mr.  Speaker  faid,  that  the  convcrfatio:;  did  nut  a  litfic  af-  ; 
f-j.ft  him,  for  there  was  a  landing  order  to  beep  the  gallery 
fluit  againft  ftrangcrs,  and  he  hatl  v/iiii  tlic  aequiefcence  of 
Houfe  relaxed  it.  He  fliould  therefore,  as  the  afTair  Ira.ppcn- 
cd  to  be  mentioned,  be  glad  before  the  Koufc  rofc,  that  they 
would  come  to  kimc  determination. 

iSlr.  £";o/it' paitt  a  very  generous  compliincnt  to  rlic  Spca-  7 
ber,  for  having-'  rehi:.;ed  in  fomc  mcafiire  iioni  the  ri?our 
of  aflria  decree,  he  had  aatdwikly  and  p-^luiely.  Ilcwat 
■fenfible  no  doubt  X\\?^l  fi'ir.mum  jr.i  was  J)  :i.:::a  ,',;-,.'f.'V  ;  ar.d 
that  "  fome  laws  v.-ere  better  kept  in  the  breacli  than  'n  tlic 
performance."  An  odium  fall  awaited  vlic  e-iertion  cf  1 1  - 
gorous  juftice,  and  to  render  it  reljitclLd  iv  nmil  be  mad; 
gentle.  As  to  the  matter  then  i'^  the  contemplation  of  tlv; 
Houfe,  he  had  not  a  doubt  about  "ihe  proprielv  of  opening 
the  doors  to  Ihangers  ;  confidcring  it  either  as  the  channel  o'^ 
information  to  the  conflituents  of  the  members,  or  as  a 
fehool  for  the  inftruiSlion  of  youth.  Nay,  as  the  iuurce  of 
information  and  amulement  to  the  ladies,  it  was  a  matter  of 
very  ferious'concern,  and  ought  not  to  be  (\'jx',c  away  and 
fported  with  at  plcafure. 

.    Mr.  I'yucr  thought,  that  while  every  mcnibcr  had  it  in  hi'.  ' 
power  to  order  ihc  {Irangcrs  to  withdraw,  whenever  it   might 
be   inconvenient  for  them    to   remain,  either  from  vv'ant    of 
room  or  from  lecret  bufmefs  on  ilic  tapis  ;  there  is   no    need 
of  taking  away  the  right  entirely. 

General  Co>iiuay  fpoke  a  few  words   to  the  inijiropricty  of  < 
fltutting  up  the  door  ;  and  as  a  proof  that  it  was  not  one  in-  ' 
dividual  alone  that   l-uiTered   from   news-|iaper  expoliire,    he 
mentioned    one     falfeliood    allerted   of   himfclf,    which   he 
laughed  at  and  defpifcd. 

^  '^  Colonel 
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Col.  Lut-         Colonel  Lnttrell  owned,  that  the  hononral^lc  gc!ulcin;i;i, 

trtll.  Mr.    Burke's  arguments,  had  ft.iggerccl  and  inllucuccd  hi? 

foi-mer  judgment,  and  he  was   now  convinced,    it  wouhl  he 

odious  to  carry    the  order  to  its  rigour.     He  therct'orc  paf- 

{t<\  from  his  reiohuion. 

Ajourned  to  February  2. 

tehruary  2. 

Col.  5<7rr/.      Colonel   Barre   and   Mr.   Burke,   ckfircd   to  know  if  nay 

other  papers  were  intended  to  be  laid   before   the  Houle,  in 

confequeiice  of  the  feveral  motions  made  and  agiccd   to  hy 

rlic  Houfe,   both   before  and  lince  the  vecefs  ;  particuhuiv, 

whether  any   inflruftions  to  generals,    governors,    '\c.    wcii; 

intended  toconfiitute  any  part  of  the  information. 

La.  Giorje      1,01x1  Gorge  Gennahie  laid,   that  all  the  papers  ordered  hy 

Kjcnimme.     ^^ic  Houfe  from  his  oflice  were  given  in,  and,  as  far  as  he 

knew,   were  now  on  the  table. 
^Ir.  Fcx.         ^'^''-  P"^  ^"^'"^')   t'l's  was  a  very  ambiguous  anfwer  to  a  ve- 
ry fair  queflion  put  to  >,hc   r.ol  le  Lord.      lUfponfdjility  was 
fliiftcd  one  minuic,  oilicial  knowledge  the  next.     Tlie"i)ei- 
fons  ajiplying  for  this  or   that  fpccies   of  information  weic 
told,  that  the  papers  were  not  here,  tliat  they  were  not  then-. 
7"his  borCj  in  his  opinion,   a  very  fufpicioxis  apjieaiancc.     \\\ 
fueh  a  niafs  of  uncertainty  and  chicane,  he  cxpci'ltcl  Iiout- 
vcr,  let  the  papers  be  what  iliey  might,  peri"ei5t  or  imperlccl, 
tb-'t  they  would  all,  wit';oLil  (xccpMLin,  he  prC'duced. 
Cfn.  Tn,,-         Ciencral  Co^-.owy  fupported,  ;!S   a  jirofeifional  man,   the  feii- 
'-■■',>••  litncnts  of  his   honourable  friend.      He  olileived,   th.-'.t  the 

accounts  of- the  Hefllan  corps  were  either  imperfed  or  total- 
ly omitted.  He  inflan:ed  in  particular,  the  affair  of  Red- 
Eank,  in  which  the  Helhans,  under  the  command  of  that 
gallant,  but  unfuccefsfi.l  officer,  Colonel  Donop,  had  fufllied 
a  mofl  feverc  lofs  ;  many  lives  had  been  loft,  and  mui.li  Mend 
Ipilt,  yet  no  account  of  the  lo^-^,  or  fatal  daughter,  had  ap- 
peared in  the  returns  on  the  table. 
Mr.  .5,,%.  Mr.  Ba'ilcy  m.oved,  that  a  copy  of  tlie  adthcfs  and  pciiiimi 
from  the  council  and  allembly  of  Jamaica  might  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  with  the  minutes  taken  by  the  aHemlily,  le- 
fpcaing  the  diftreffes  that  iiland  fufTered  from  American  |.ri- 
v.itj.-eis.  He  faid,  his  reaibns  for  calling  for  thefe  jiapeis 
\',erc,  to  iliew,  tliat  ahhough  this  nation  was  at  a  vail  ex- 
pence  in  lending  a  la'ige  (ijuadron  to  its  colonics,  they  re- 
ceived very  little  benelic  from  it,  except  that  of  convoys; 
for  that  the  admirals  employed  the  men  of  war  cliielly"  in 
cruizing  for  prizes,  to  enrich  thcmfclves,  witliout  pavin^;  tliu 
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Icaft  regard  to  any  complaints  from  the  inhabitants,  of  liic 
damage  they  daily  receive  on  the  coaft,  and  in  tlieir  very 
ports,  from  privateers  ;  and  it  would  alio  appear,  by  ihele 
minutes,  that  the  admiral  had  declared,  in  a  letter  there  feC 
forth,  that  he  had  afted  according  to  orders  he  had  received 
from  the  miniftry,  which  orders  he  fliould  implicitly  obey  : 
tlicfe  being  his  very  words.  He  oblerved,  that  though  mi- 
niftry had  not  attended  to  the  prote£lion  of  that  very  dlftrcf- 
fcd  liland,  yet  they  did  not  appear  at  all  unmindful  of  tlieir 
own  private  interell;  for  he  found  that,  witliin  thefe  few 
weeks.  Lord  George  Germaine  had  given  his  aid  do  camp,  at 
the  battle  of  Minden,  or  his  brother  Colonel  Smith,  the  com- 
mand of  a  fort  in  that  illand,  worth  loool.  a  year,  which,  to 
his  knowledge,  was  now  hawked  about  town  to  be  rented  to 
the  higheft  bidder.  He  alfo  remarked,  tliat  the  noble  Lord 
had  appointed  a  Maflcr  Sackville  Germaine  to  a  much  more 
profitable  place  there,  that  of  receiver-general  of  the  whole 
illand;  and  this,  he  faid,  was  an  office  of  more' profit  and 
trufi;  than  perhaps  the  Houfe  was  aware  of;  for,  befides  an 
allowance  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  the  public  money  railed, 
wjiich  was  fcldom  lefs  than  fifty  or  fixty  tlioufand  pounds  a 
year,  there  were  ftill. other  advantages,  and  often  excefiivc 
abufes  ;  that  therefore  he,  as  a  proprietor  of  fomc  property 
jn  that  Ifland,  could  not  help  feeling  himlelf  rather  uneafy  ; 
for»  whatever  abufe  might  be  committed,  it  would  be  very- 
difficult  to  call  an  officer  to  any  account,  who  had  fuch  po- 
werful friends  here  to  defend  him  ;  befides,  that  all  the  )\i- 
tentees  of  places  in  the  colonies  never  failed  to  jom  their  in- 
tereft  in  defending  each  other's  place,  in  cafe  of  complaints  ; 
and  thofe  were  well  known  to  be  a  very  powerful  body,  both 
in  the  Houfe  and  out  of  it. 

After  fome  debate,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  addrefs  and  petition. 

"Jamaica,  Jf. 

To  the  Kino's  moj}  excellent  AlajeJJy  in  CouncH. 

The  humble  AJdreJi  and  Petition  of  the  Council  imcl  ^fffimhly  of 

farnciica. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  iVIajefty's  moll  dutiful   and  loyal  fuljefts,   the 

council  and   all'cmbly,   beg  leave  moft  hv.mbly  to  approach 

the  royal  prefence,  toexprefs  our  warmeft  attaclmient  to  your 

facred  peribn,  and  return  our  fincere  thanks  for  your  jN'Jajc- 

lly'i 
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f^y's  patcvnnl  care  ot  this  ifland,  by  continuing  n  Liciitcn.mi- 
Goviirnor  to  prciulc  over  us,  who  is  iuflly  enc'c;u-Lj  to  il..^ 
country  by  his  znal  in  your  Majcfty's  lervice,  antl  by  his:»hi- 
litics,  al'iduoully  exerted,  to  lill  every  department  of  aJ.nu- 
niftration,  with  advantage  both  to  your  crcwn  and  people. 

Permit  us,  Sire,  humbly  to  lay  at, the  feet  of  the  tliroiv,  », 
the  defcncclefs  flats  of  th.c  commerce  and  l'ea-ce\'ift  vl  I^.^  I 
illand,  which  for  fomc  time  paft  has  been  cxpofcd  to  tiie  in-  | 
i'ults  of  your  Majefty's  encm/ics,  the  American  privatee:>,  wi/.  ^ 

liavc  not  only  taken  feveral  fliips  upon  our  coafl,  biitliiu^: 
dared  to  enter  our  ports,  and  cut  out  fome  velTelb  from  llieu 
moorings  in  fight  of  the  inhabitants  ;  whereby  many  ]iaiii  <l 
the  ifland  have  been  much  diftrefled,  and  the  coafts  cxnofi;.!  ta 
continual  alarm.  We  therefore,  with  that  confidence  which 
we  entertain  from  your  Majcfty's  attention  to  the  intcrelt  ami 
petitions  of  your  people,  in  every  part  of  your  dominio;i,., 
niolf  hurnbly  and  carneftly  pray,  that  your  Majelly  will  he  j 
gracioully  jileafed  to  order  the  commander  of  your  M.ijelly'i  j 
fijuadron  on  this  flation,  to  keep  a  fuflicient  number  o,^  annnl 
velfels  conilantly  cruizing  about  this  iiland,  for  the  proteLliuii  | 
of  the  coaft  and  trade  thereof ;  or  to  dircft  fuch  other  le-  1 
inedy  for  our  fecurity,  as  your  Majcfty  Ihall,  in  your  voynl  \ 
wifdom,  think  ncccllary.-  _  i 

That  the  Supreme  ]3irei?:or  of  all  events  may  If^ng  ]H-eferve  i 
your  jVIaiefty,  and  all  the  royal  family,  in  the  full  enioynienl  j 
of  every  felicity;  and  ihat'thcre  never  m.iv  be  wanting  a  ] 
Prince  of  the  illuftrious  Iloule  of  Hanover  to  reign  over  ilic  j 
whole  Britalh  empire,  is  the  ardent  wiili  and  pravtrof  your  '' 
Majcfly's  loyal  Council  and  Aflembly,  animated  In'  the  mo'.l 
zealous  attachment  to  the  beft  of,  Kings,  the  father  and  pro- 
teftorof  a  grateful  and  alfeftionatc  people.- 
Pa//;  '.  the  ^'lllhnhh  this  l  \fi 

''.'  ■  f  X"  ..Jn;  ij-jj.  ^%;i4;  P.  PiVNOCK,  \/-..!^v,-. 
P.;,';'  '       ''     '  ihii  llji 

M   :   '  :    .',-.•';;.;-,   1777.        {ShlliJJ    IvD.  LEWIXG,C',i'  (in. 

Mr.  Fox,  after  a  genteel  apology  for  the  troul  'le  lie  was  i-;;^- 
ing  10  give  the  lloulc,  and  his  ov.-n  perfonal  g.jod-fortune  in 
having  his  audience  retluccd,  ■■•■  being  perfu.ided  he  Ihould  nut 
luive  aniu-cred  the  great expeftations  which  li.'.d  1>im'j.;I'_i  llu-ni 
there,  ftated  the  motion  he  was  going  to  i:y;'.e/'aiu',  iIk: 
ground,  of  it,  in  the  following,  but'mneh  r.io.e  u.U,  correal, 
elegant  and  cr.ergctic  manner. — Sir,  1  mean  lo-day  to  enter 

*  Th     lioufe  was  cli.iw.cd. 
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only  into  the  frnnll  part  of  the  bufinefs,  which  T  hope  will  un- 
dergo the  confulei-ition  of  this  Committee,  ;i  Committee,  Sir, 
appointed  for  the  important  purpofc  of  conlidering  the  pre- 
fcnt  flate  of  the  nation.  I  muft,  however,  beg  not  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  mover  in  this  momentous  concern  ;  the  nation 
cnlls  for  this  enquiry,  and  I  am  only  one  inflrument  in  the 
bringing  it  aliout.  What  I  have  to  beg  of  the  Houfc,  is  not 
to  mix  This  day's  bufinefs  v.'ith  any  thing  that  has  palled  bc- 
•  fore,  but  to  go  plainly  and  direftly  to  the  bufinefs,  to  con- 
iider  what  is  the  aftual  ftatc  of  tliis  country,  and  how  Great- 
liritain  can  be  faved  from  the  critical  iituation  in  which  it 
now  (lands.--- And  in  confidcring  the  liibjeft,  I  would  wifh 
all  gentlemen  would  agree  with  me  at  Icaft  fo  far,  in  divefting 
thcmfelvtsof  all  former  opinions,  of  all  favourite  ideas,  and 
of  all  preiudiccs  that  may  have  been  contrafted,  and  take 
them  un  again  only  as  they  are  the  refult  of  the  prefent  en- 
quiry, and  the  fair  deduftions  from  the  information  now  con- 
veyed to  the  Houfe.— I  would  wifli  gentlemen  to  forget 
their  enmities  and  animofities,  and  confide r  themfelves  nei- 
ther as  friends  nor  enemies  to  America,  nor  that  country 
cither  with  love  or  hatred,  hut  regard  it  with  a  calm  and  dil- 
paffionate  mind,  as  a  part,  and  a  very  conridcrable  part,  of  the 
Britilh  empire. 

Sir,  the  method  1  had  chalked  out  to  myfelf,  as  the  mod 
likely  wav  to  bring  men  to  a  right  underifandlng  of  the  flate 
of  the  nation,  and" to  iliew  what  condudl  it  is  our  interefl  in 
•future  to  maintain,  was  to  llate  fafls  as  they  appear  from 
the  papers  on  the  table  ;  firft  with  refpeft  to  the  army  :  that 
in  the  years  1774,  5,  6  and  7,  there  was  fuch  an  army,  con- 
fifting  of  fo  many  thoufand  men,  and  that  fuch  and  fuch  ope- 
rations were  performed  ;  1  fliould,  fccondly.  Hate  the  impofh- 
bility  of encrcafmg  that  army;  and,  thirdly,  the  enormous 
expence  that  is  already  incurred. 

The  refourccsin  men  and  money  thus  failing  us,  the  con- 
Ciufion  naturally  is,  that  there  mu'ft  be  fomc  fort  of  negotia- 
tion, and  in  this  part  of  the  bufinefs  I  cannot  too  much  la- 
ment my  motion  for  papers  relating  to  what  has  alrer.dy 
pnff.-d  on  this  fvibject  was  rejefted.  I'his  would  have  enabled 
the  Houfe  to  judge  of  the  impediments  that  have  hitherto 
prevented  fuch  negotiations  from  taking'  place,  and  to  provide 
fomc. adequate  remedy.  ,  After  having  Hated  thefe  fafts,  and 
drawn  this  conclufion,  which,  I  think,  may  fairly  be  deduced 
froin  them,  I  fhall  go  rctrofpeaively,  and  lliew  that  the  war 
has  been  miiin-inagtd,   even  on  the  principles  of  thoic  who 

Vol.  Vlli.  ''  Uu       -'  undi-rtooi- 
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unilertook  it.     Il  will  be  tlicn   a  proper   time    to  look  Lack* 
and  fee  to  what  our  want  of  fuccel's  has  been  owing,    as  1  be- 
lieve 1  may  lay  it  down  as   an   incontrovertible   axiom,  that 
when  a  country  falls,   within  the  fhort  fpace  of  a  few  years, 
from  the  very  highefb  pinnacle  of  glory  to  which  any  country, 
either  in  antient  or  modern  times,    ever  arrived;    that   there 
muft  have  been  fome   radical  error  in  the  government  of  it: 
though  at  the  fame  time   I  will  allow,    that   if  it  ihould  turn 
out  there  is  a  radical  error,   it   is  not  of   itielf  a  proof  of  tlir, 
■  criminality  of  miniflers.     I  am  inclined  to  think,    that  tJieic 
has  been  a  radical  error  in  carrying  on   the  war  at  all,  and 
likewife  that  there  have  been  errors  equally  great  in  the  con- 
duflofit.     Sir,  I  fliallnot  now  enter   into  any  more  of  tin; 
proceedings  relative  to  America,  than  is  neceiiaiy  ti.  iliew  the 
immediate  fteps    which  have   brought    us   in-.o  cur  prcfcnt 
fituation.      Without   difcufling   the  \ar;ous  (lucllions  whidi 
have  been  for  many  years  agitated  in  Parliameni,  I  lliall  take 
up  the  meafares  relative  to  vYmerica  in  the  year  1774,  when 
the  riots   at  Boflon  firlt   called    for  the  attention  ^jf  this 
Houfe  ;    papers  were  indeed  called    for  and   granted,    but 
there  were  fome  things  that  tended  that  year  to  Ihut  the  eyes 
of  minifters  upon  the  true  ftate  of  that  country,  and  the  true 
intereft  of  this,  which  was   to  prevent,   rather  than  dimulaie' 
and  increafe   the  general    difconfents  in    the  colonies  ;  every 
body  mufl   allow,   the  agreement  with   the  Eall-India  Com- 
pany was  a  moft  unfortunate  one,  and  the  immediate  Iburce  (jf 
all  the  troubles  that  have  lince  followed  ;  every  body  knows 
what  happened.     Here  began   a  capital   miflake  of  ihe  ml- 
r.iflry  ;  they  miftook  a  fmgle  province  for  a  whole  continent; 
they  mlftook  the  Maflachufett's-Bay  for  the  American  em- 
pire.    Virginia,  a  colony   no    lefs  jealous  of  its  rights  '""' 
lefs  warm  in    its  alFertion  of  them,   was  entirely  forgot ;  it 
was  not  thought  pofiible  that  any  other  colony  Ihould    unite 
with  the  Maifachufetts  ;  now  whoever  tights  againfl  ten  men, 
and  thinks  he   is    contending  only  with  one,  will  meet  with 
much  more  difficulties  than    if  he  was  aware  of  the  force 
brought  againfl;  him;  for  I  believe  1  may  lay  it  down  as  an 
xindoubted  maxim  in  politics,  that  every  attempt  to  crufli  an 
infurrcflion   with  means  inadequate  to  the  end,   foments  in- 
ftead  of  fujjpreffing  it.     The  cafe  here  was,  you  took  a  great 
objefl  for  a  fmall  one,  you  took  thirteen  provinces   for  one  ; 
and  not  only  that,    but  imagined  the  other  twelve  were  with 
you,  when  the  very  aft  you    was    then   doing   made  ihofe 
twelve  equally  lioftile ;  for  another  misfoitune  at  this  time 
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•,vas  the  taking  a  violent  flcp  againft  the  town  of  Bofton  :  if 
America  was  not  before  fufRciently  united  in  a  (!clcrmined 
refilbncc  to  the  claims  of  this  country,  this  made  all  America 
combined;  they  were  all  from  that  raonicnt  united  with  the 
town  of  Bolton,  which  might  have  been  before  the  ohjeft  of 
thcjt;aloufy  of  the  reft.  Another  miftake  was  the  altering 
the  government  of  the  province  of  Mafliichufett's-Eay, 
whereas  the  adls  of  all  the  other  colonies,  as  well  as  this, 
plainly  fliewed  it  was  not  llie  form  of  government  in  that  pro- 
vince, that  occafioned  the  commotions  there,  becaule  other 
provinces,  which  depended  more  on  the  Crown,  and  which 
have  the  appellation  of  royal  governments,  were  not  lefs 
early  or  lefs  vigorous  in  their  oppofition  and  reliftance. — 
Now,  Sir,  if  the  form  of  this  government  was  not  itfelf  the 
caufe  of  the  troubles  in  that  country,  then  the  alarm  given  by 
the  alteration  of  that  government  was  certainly  a  mofl  capital 
miftake,  becaufe  it  gave  the  whole  continent  reafon  to  think 
and  to  fear,  that  they  had  no  fecunty  in  the  permanency  of 
their  government,  but  that  it  was  liable  to  be  altered  or  fub- 
verted  at  our  plcafure  on  any  caufe  of  complaint,  whether  real  n. 
or  fuppofed  ;  their  natural  jealoufies  were  awakened  ;  by  the 
lame  reafoning,  the  governments  of  the  other  colonics,  the* 
much  more  dependent  on  the  Crown,  niigh.t  be  rendered  en- 
tirely dcfpotic,  and  they  were  all  from  tiience  taught  to  con- 
lidcr  the  town  of  Bofton,  as  fuffcring  in  the  common  caufe, 
and  that  they  might  very  foon  ftand  in  need  of  that  afliftancc 
which  tliey  were  now  lending  to  that  unfortunate  town. 

But  there  was  another  circumftance  which  tended  to  mif- 
lead  the  Houfe,  and  for  which  the  minifters  and  not  the 
Houfe  were  entirely  to  blame,  and  this  was  the  partial  man- 
ner in  which  th.ey  laid  papers  before  the  Houfe  ;  they  laid 
the  accounts  of  fafts,  but  no  opinions  of  people  upon  the  fpot 
as  to  tlie  extent  of  the  reliftance,  the  temper  of  the  people,  or 
any  other  circumftance  concerning  it,  Now,  Sir,  it  men  are 
endued  with  pailions,  if  they  are  not  mere  machines,  knowing 
fafts  is  knowing  nothing,  without  knowing  the  fprings  and 
motives  from  wlience  fuel;  aftions  proceeded.  Suppofe,  for 
inftance,  a  perfon  in  a  diltant  country  had  no  other  way  of 
judging  of  the  temper  of  this  Houfe,  and  of  the  motives  of 
ihtirconduft,  but  from  the  printed  votes  of  this  Houfe,  Sir, 
[Here  a  great  laugh]  could  fuch  a  man  form  any  judgment  of 
the  reafons  why  fuch  a  line  of  conduft  wr.s  approved,  and 
why  fuch  a  one  was  rejefled  ?  Sir,  it  would  Ijc  ridiculous  in 
the  extreme  to  liippofc  it.  Now,  Sir,  1  will  venture  to  alfirm, 
U  u  -J  ^  that 
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tlint  this  Houlc  was  not  in  the  year  7774  i 
fpirit  of  oppofition  there  was  in  America,  am 
dices  againft  taxation.  If  they  had,  1  iliouUl 
have  thought  it  wii'e,  it  notjuft,  to  have  up;- 
dies  as  might  have  healed  rather  than  irrirau- 
But  inftead  of  any  thingof  this  fort,  other  bill,  \ 
pallfliewing  that  all  was  of  a  hoflile  nature,  and  th;it  iioil,i:vj; 
was  to  be  cxpcftcd  from  this  country  but  coercion  mvA  pvinilli- 
inont,  particularly  the  aft,  as  it  is  called,  for  ihc  n.orc  ;nip.:r- 
tial  adminlftration  of  juftlce;  I  mean  rho  ad  for  IchlIuil;  o\x\ 
perfons  10  be  tried  here  in  England.  Tliis  gave  llie  idea  of  a 
great  and  effeflive  army,  and  as  a  provifion  tor  the  confo- 
cjucnces  of  much  bloodfhed  and  ilaughicr.  And  after  all 
what  an  army  was  lent  ?  As  that  aft  excited  terror  as  well  as 
indignation  at  our  injuftice,  lb  the  army  that  was  lent  exciied 
their  deriilon,  without  at  all  lefrening  their  refentmcut.  It 
taught  them  to  deride  the  power  of  this  country,  as  much  as 
they  abhorred  its  injuflice.  But  as  if  all  this  v.as  not  fulii- 
cientto  irritate  and  provoke,  the  Qi^iebcc  aiH  was  palled,  the 
contents  of  which  every  body  knows.  The  princl|)al  purp.Me 
of  this  aft  was  to  form  a  great  intercd  in  Canat'a,  to  he  ,1 
perpetual  check  upon  the  fouthern  provinces,  antl  to  keep  tlr.in 
in  awe  ;  it  was  confidered  in  this  light  in  America,  and  wa^ 
liekl  up  by  the  violent  party  in  America,  as  a  fpecimen  of 
the  form  of  government  that  might  be  introduced  and  eR?- 
Miflied  in  every  part  of  that  continent.  I'.;rdlv  :iny  mr,,i  af- 
ter tliis  wouUl  fay  a  word  in  favourof  the  lintdh  legiil.'ture  ; 
e\"ery  remaining  friend  to  government,  as  he  was  called;  tint 
is,  every  man  lefs  violent  tlian  the  molt  violent,  had  notliing 
to  fay  in  favour  of  the  good  intention  of  the  mother  countr)'. 
After  this  aft  pafFed,  it  jnit  an  unanUvcrablc  argunient  in  the 
mouths  of  all  parties,  that  the  intentions  of  ( ircat- iiritaiir 
were  vindiftivein  the  extreme.  The  makers  of  the  Quebec 
aft,  whoever  they  were,  thus  became  the  friends  to  the  vio- 
lent party  in  Aincrica.  If  they  had  not  thus  leafonalily  inlu- 
pofcd,  there  v>as  a  chance  of  America's  being  di\id(  d,  or  :.C 
leafl  of  there  being  different  degrees  of  reiirtanee  in  11  .  cu'.d- 
nies.  I'his  mad.e  them  all  not  only  more  firmly  ur.ire. I,  hut 
equally  zealous  and  animated,  equally  determiiui!  lo  go  .ill 
length's  rather  than  fubmit.  Now,  Sir,  the  p;;lii;ig  of  ihn; 
aft'at  that  time  had  the  fame  efFeft  that,  for  mhance,  I'le  ic- 
pcal  of_the  tcft  aft  would  have  had  in  King  VViHuini's  iiiue  ; 
for  Iiowcvcr  great  a  friend  1  a-m  to  iini\err.il  tu!i  r.itii.n.  1 
ihould  certainly  have  been  agaii^dl  it  at  that  timc_,    L.i  '.■-.ii'^  it 
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I  would  have  dlfobligcd  one  party,  more  tlian  it  wouUl  have 
lerved  another  ;  it  would  luive  joined  a  great  body  of  'Tories 
to  the  enemies  of  the  Revolution,  which  were  already  iiifii- 
clcntly  numerous.  From  the  moment.  Sir,  this  Qiiebec  afl 
'       palled,  there  was  only  one  party  in  America;  it   ftopt  th; 

I       mouths  of  the  moderate  party,  if  any  fuoh  were  ftill  left. 
Another  extraordinary  idea,  Sir,  was   at   this  time  taken 
up,  namely,  that  the  coercive  afts  pafl'ed  in  that  felhons  would 
execute  tiiemfelves  ;  the  only  argument  in  favour  of  the  irfi- 

I       nifter  on  this  head  is,  that  they  tliought  the  army  there  fufil- 
ciently  ftrong  to  enforce  the  execution  of  thefe  afts.     This  is 

I       another  inflance  in  which  the  Parliament  confided  abfolutely 
■    i        in  minifters,  as  I  allowmuft  fometimes  be  tlie   cafe;    it  may 

j  not  be  fit  on  all  occafions  for  Parliament  to  know,  while  an 
important  bufinels  is  in  execution,  every  flep  and  every  par- 
ticular ;  there  muft  he  a  certain  degree  of  confidence  repofed 
in  minillers,  tliat  confidence  was  repofed  here,  and  miniflry 
are  therel\jre  anfwerable  if  it  ihould  appear  that  they  have 
ahufedit.-.-Slr,  in  1775,  minitlers  began  to  be  afraid,  that 
more  ill  confecjuences  might  follow ;  they  then  found,  for 
the  firfl:  time,  that  the  cauli:  of  Bofton  was  the  caufe  of  Ame- 
rica; they  therefore  palFed  more  laws,  and  fent  out  a  capital 
reinforcement  with  three  able  generals.  The  Americans,  on 
the  other  hand,  became  Hill  more  united  ;  the  name  of  a  par- 
ty was  however  ftill  kept  up,  and  notwithftanding  all  the  vio- 
lent oieafurcs  of  this  country,  and  the  armies  that  were  fent 
out  for  the  purpofe  of  lujiporting  the  friends  of  govei  riment, 
the  Tories,  as  they  were  called,  and  punilhlng  the  Whigs, 
yet  the  Tories  fuffered  more  than  the  Whigs,  their  friends 
more  than  their  enemies. — But  as  if  all  this  was  not  enough 
to  exafperate  and  to  prove  they  had  no  relburce  left  but  m 
felf-defcnce,  we  rejefted,  before  the  end  of  the  felfions  of 
1775,  the  petition  from  New-York,  drawn  up  in  the  inoft  af- 
feftionateand  refpedlful  terms  that  could  be,  confidering  the 
flate  of  the  contefl ;  this  was  the  laft  cfl"ort  of  the  moderate 
party,  your  own  friends,  who  were  told,  on  the  news  going 
back  to  America  :  "  You  fee  what  dependence  is  to  be  put 
in  Great-Britain;  how  will  fiie  treat  us,  when  flie  has  thus 
treated  your" — Sir,  a  few  weeks  before  the  arrival  of  the  re- 
inforcement, the  civil  war  began.  Then  followed  the  battle 
of  Bunker's-Hill.  This  ought  at  leafl  to  have  been  a  lellim 
to  the  miniftry,  that  America  was  unanimous  and  deter- 
iuinei.!  to  put  every  thing  at  ftake.  — Sir,  there  is  one  circum- 
Itancc  I  omitted  to  mention  i.a  its  place,  and  that  is  the  con- 
ciliatory 
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clliatory  pi-opofition  of  the  noble  Lonl;    I  need  not  go  into 
this  now,  it  has  been  often  confidcrcil,  and  without  laymq  any 
thing  more  about  it  at  this  time,    I  will  only  fay  vviiai  cvfry        ':. 
body  muft  allow,   that  this  Hoiifc  was  left  to  judi^c  of  ih;       j    ' 
^tUDitiim,    which   was  one   of   the  very    principal  ohjcftioni       | 
urged  by  the  Americans,  that  they  did  not  know  how  far  this 
cl.tim  of  ours  might  extend  ;  it  was  in   faft  not  only  alHrtln"        j 
the  right,  but  eftablifliing  it  in  ])ra6lice— Now,    Sir,    I    K-^        '< 
leave  to  ftcp  here  for  a  moment,   and  aflc  this  qucftion,  Doct        ' 
any  man ferioully  think  it  better  to   give   up  America  alto-        | 
gethcr,  unlels  we  can  exercife  tlie  right  of  taxation   in  the  un-        ' 
controuled  and  unlimited  manner  in  which  we  claim  ir  ? 

Mr.  Fox  then  ran  over  the  various  operations  of  ilie  army        j 

in  America,    after  the  arrival  of  the  troops their  bcirv        i    . 

cooped  up  in  Boflon,  to  their  being  obliged  ultimately  to  leave        |  \ 
it,  c\-c.  \ 

And  then  defcribed  the  conduft  of  America,  H'hat,  fays  .  ■ 
he,  was  the  language  of  America  at  this  time  ?  They  fciul  a  j 
petition  to  this  country,  couched  in  the  moll  refpcftful  term';, 
difclaiming  every  idea  of  independence,  which  had  been,  in  the  i 
courfc  of  the  preceding  felHons,  objcfted  to  their  condua,  and  ' 
tlefiring  no  concefiion  that  would  be  in  the  Icaft  difhonourablc  '■ 
to  the  mother  country,  but  fopplicating  his  Majefty  that  he  , 
woukl  be  plcafed  to  point  out  fomc  mode.  i 

■How  was  this  petition  received,  and  what  was  the  anfwcr  ?  | 

All  that  was  faid,  was,  To  this  petition  no  anfwer  will  he  « 
given.  But  the  miniflry  gave  out,  the  petition  was  all  a  * 
farce,  the  Americans  want  independence.  If  this  had  been  \ 
really  the  cafe,  which  I  in  my  conicicncedo  not  'hclicvc  was  | 
the  cafe  at  th.at  time,  what  occallon  was  there  for  fayinf  lb  ? 
,  Why  not  have  tried  the  experiment,  and  by  tliis  mean.s'havc  {  ■ 
fliewcd  to  nil  the  world  the  unn;i,')ir.'blcnefs  of  your  enemies  I 

and  your  own  moderation  ?      Suppole,  for  inllaiuc,  \ou  h.u!  S 

been   treating  v,  1th    Lewis  XIV.   wlio,    every  bod'y    m\u\\\,       .    ]' 
aimed  at  univerfal  monarchy;  fuppoie  you  had  been  trcatiu" 
with  him  about  a  petty  town  in  Flanders',  would  you  liavc  to;.] 
him;   Ay,  it  is  impollible  to  treat  vriih  you,  vou  aim   at  uiu- 
Vtrf..!  monarchy,  you  never  mean  10  give  up  this  t(Avn,   lor  , 

you'll  not  be  contented  till  you  get  them  all.     But,  Sir,  lenll  » 

of  all  Ihould  this  have  been  ol^jccl'.d  hy  tholo  who  fay  the  p,.-  ' 

vcrnmcnt  have  a.  prcat  parly  in  yXuicrica  ;   l]\.!t   the  frio;^lVi.>  i 

Britillr  goverimiuit   are  filll  uuuv.roi:s  and  j>u\u;rful    iluic;  \, 

thefe  arguments  m.ibrate  a;'-;;lni!:  e.ich  other,      it  urlcucndcnce    '       )l 
was  a  popular   uictcnuon  la  America,   vbv  Ihridd  Au=e;i,a  |l 
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have  unncccfTcM-ily  dlfclaimcd  it  ?  Yes,  but  it  is  faij,  tC  ws"i 
meant  to  deceive  Amcrici — wKy,  then  if  it  was  necelTary  to 
deceive  Amei-ica,  file  did  not  mean  independence,  otherwile 
it  would  have  been  deceiving  her  into  the  belief  of  a  thino-, 
which  fhe  did  not  approve.  }3ut  if  America  was  avcrfc  10 
independence,  was  it  not  woitli  while  to  try  pacilic  nica- 
fures  ? 

Inftead  however,  Sir,  of  any  thing  of  this  fort,  a  chani^e  of 
aclminiflration  at  this  time  took  jilace,  which  plainly  lliewed 
there  was  no  cliancc  left  but  in  war  ;  and  now,  for  the  firft 
time,  Sir  (I  allow  it)  real  vigorous  meafurcs  were  adopted; 
the  whole  force  of  this  country  was  to  be  exerted,  every 
nerve  was  to  be  flrained.  The  iivll  event  however,  cf  this 
campaign,  I  mentioned  it  before,  was  General  Howe's  bein"- 
drove  out  of  Bollon  ;  and  now,  Sir,  only  to  (hew  the  verfati- 
lity  of  fome  people,  and  as  one  inflance  how  ready  men  who 
caufed  all  tlicfe  calamities,  are  to  adapt  thcmfelves  to  the  un- 
fortunate confecjuences  of  their  own  conduct,  as  foon  as  the 
news  came  over  of  General  Howe's  evacuating  Boflon,  they 
congratulated  each  other  on  the  event,  thev  ^vcre  glad  of  it, 
it  was  a  lucky  ftcp,  though,  by  the  bye,  there  is  ftiil  tlic 
greateft  reafon  to  K-licve,  it  was  matter  of  neccJTity,  r.ot  of 
clioice.  55,000  men  had  been  voted  ;  Sir  ^Vlllla^l  Howe's  ar- 
my wascomp'.eaUy  reinforced.  Every  bod)-  knows  \'.hatpair(.(.', 
Ke  makes  hinifclf  mafler  of  Long-Iiland  ;  he  takes  New- 
York,  fee.  &c.  Here  were  ruo  or  three  l-a: tics  gained,  licrc 
was  a  fQrt  of  viv?.orv,  though  not  an  abfolutc  oainiliDn,  of  the 
enemy's  army.  What  followed  r  All  promiil:.;  of  tikiiigihe 
ip.oment  of  vii?;ory  for  propoiing  terms  of  acconuiiot'ation 
j  were  forgot.  But  this  was  tiic  iKomcnt  ia  viliich  the  Amcri- 
f  cans  declared  themleh'es  intlcpendent  fLates.  Did  this  iooli. 
j  like  aterniin:ition  of  the  conicft  ?  Ifitilid,  there  was  a  cir- 
cumflance  that  paii'ed  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1776. 
I  from  which  you  might  rt  lafl  hc'.vc  learnt  it  was  inipofiible  to 
1  reduce  them  by  meic  force,  i  mean  the  aftair  at  T.eaton, 
>  Tlie  fudden  manner  in  uhicli  this  army  was  g;'.thercd  logc- 
f  ther,  the  fuccefs  that  attended  it  fiom  the  nature  of  the 
1  country,  plainly  fliewed  it  was  imnoliibic  entirely  to  reduce 
•  them.  But  to  fliew  the  deafnefs  of  adminidration  to  every 
■:  proof  of  the  true  difpolltion  of  Ameiica,  and  to  fltew  likcwifc 
*>  the  uniform  conduft  of  gentlemen  on  this  fide  of  the  Houfc, 
1  a  motion  was  made  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1776  for  3. 
I  revifion  of  the  laws  by  which  the  Americans  might  think 
j       themfelves  ag^rl-ved.      fo  j-evife  the  adls  that  had  beea  pafl'eJ 
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wns  furely  as  gentle  a  word  as  could  be  made  ufe  of,  and  in- 
deed was  the  exprellion  made  ufe  of  by  the  coinminionci^ 
thcmfelves  in  a  proclamation  they  ilTucd  in  America.  1  need 
not  fay,  Sir,  this  motion  was,  for  various  rcafons,  but  willi- 
out  one  folid  argument,  rcjcfted. 

Sir,  as  to  the  events  of  the  laft  campai;;;n  I  (linll  toiidi 
them  very  (lightly.  It  is  fufficicnt  to  fay,  no  dccillve  flmke 
has  been  given.  We  have  got  poflelhon  of  three  towns  In- 
fleadofone,  but  of  no  more  extent  of  country  than  is  jull 
within  a  fmall  circuit  round  tliofe  towns.  With  rcgaitl  to 
General  Burgoync's  expedition,  I  will  only  fay, ---that  it 
failed.  The  expedition  itfclf  is  of  fuch  a  dye  that  it  defervcs 
a  fcparate  confidcration.     It  ihould  be  refervcd  to  itfclf. 

Sir,  after  having  palled  rcfolutions  concerning  the  vaiious 
fafts  and  events  during  the  period  I  have  been  dcfcribing,  ihc 
Houfc  will  naturally  form  an  opinion  concerning  their  future 
conduft,  and  1  fliall  then  alk  whether  any  man  can  imagine 
it  is  poilVolc  to  go  on  with  an  oifcnhvc  war  ?  If  it  fliould  ap- 
pear, that  all  means  are  inadequate  to  the  concpicring  tlicni, 
and  that  the  having  goneon  fo  far  has  fliaken  the  credit  of  the 
nation,  more  than  it  was  fliaken  at  the  end  of  a  fix  year';- 
war  with  franco,  then  it  will  be  for  the  Koufe  to  confide 
what  is  to  be<lone  in  the  prefent  moment:  it  fecms  to  1. 
that  the  inference  will  be,  that  force  alone  is  not  fufliclent, 
and  that  we  muit  call  in  negotiation  to  its  aid.  Jjut,  Sir, 
this  is  a  fublcipient  confidcration.  Another  qucflion  like- 
wife  v.'ith  regard  to  the  alliances  of  this  country.  If  it  fliall 
appear  that  we  areftrongin  alliances,  then  it  is  very  true  v,  e 
may  venture  fomewhat  further  than  we  might  othcrwife  ven- 
ture.    This  is  a  very  proper  thing  to  be  confidered. 

Sir,  I  fet  out  with  acquainting  the  Houfe,  that  I  meant  to- 
day to  begin  with  a  very  Ihort  part  of  the  bufinefs  ;  it  is  on- 
ly to  draw  an  inference  from  the  papers  on  the  table,  that  in 
the  prefent  fifuation  of  things  it  will  be  very  imprudent  to 
fend  any  more  troops  out  of  U;e  kingdom.  The  peace  efta- 
bliihment  of  troops  in  Cireat-lh-itain  has  been  17,000.  \o\v, 
Sir,  1  don't  mean  by  what  I  fay  to  approve  of  that  eftab'il!,- 
nient.  I  think  it  too  high  ;  but  fuch  it  has  been  of  late  vears ; 
17,000  for  Great-Britain;  12,000  for  Ireland;  35CO  for 
Gibraltar,  and  2300  for  Minorca.  Thefe  make  altogether 
34800.  This  is  the  cftablilhment  in  limes  of  jnofound 
peace.  But  various  rcafons  conlpire  to  make  us  apprehenhvc 
'of war;  the  con-loft  of  I'rance,  the  ftate  of  public  credli, 
his  f  lajeftv's  ipcech  at  the  opening  of  the  feflions  is  alone  fuf- 
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ficicnt  to  prove  tlierc  is  the  grcateft  rcalbn  to  prepare  f(jr  n  fo- 
reign wnr.    No\v,  Sii',  if  34,003  men  are  rr^refTivy  to  be  kept 
up  in  time  of  pcr.ce,   1  think  no  gentJi-iri-ii  Mn')-  of  opinion, 
wcflioulc!  h:!ve  Ijis  than  that  num>-'-  .    i'   ^1--  prcicnt  moment. 
I     ''      Mr.  Fox  then   llievvetl  very   dearly  from  t1ie   papers  on  i;ie 
[      j      taWe,  that  tlie  nrrui'Cr  of  the   troops  now    in  ( Jrcat-Uritain, 
I     I      including  the  ofljcers,     non-effcd^lve,  lvc.    did    not    exceed 
j      11      15,000  ;   in  Ireland  8000,  in  Gi'     I't.ir   and  Minorca  5000; 
j     i      fo  tliat  there  was  now  an  aftuaL  deficiency  of  the  jieace-e^ab- 
I      I      lilhment  6000.       I  tlxink,  Sir,  it  appears  from   this  it  would 
1      '      be  madnefs   to  part  with  any  more  of  our  army.      As  to  the 
i      j      new  levies,  I  don't  now  confider  whether  the  levying  tlrem 
[     I      without  the  approbation  of  Parliament,   be  legal  and  confti- 
t      f      tutional  ;  that   wiU  be    to  be  confulered  anolher  d;iy  ;    l-iil:   I 
fpeak  now  on  a  fcppofition  of  their  being  le\  ied.      .An.!  if  tb.ey 
':      are,  I  fliould   hope  it  is  not  intended,  that  the  fafety  of  this 
;!      country  is  to  be  left  to  their  defence. 
',;  On  the  whob.  Sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  if  gentlemen  are 

yet  blind,  they  will  fee  the  war  is  imprafticalile,  and  that  no 
cod  will  come  from  force  only;  that  the  lives  that 
uve  been  lolt,  and  the  treafures  that  have  been  waded,  have 
,  p  ecn  wafted  to  no  purpole  ;  that  it  is  higli  time  we  Ihoiild 
{  tWiok  to  our  own  iituation,  and  not  leave  ourfslves  defeiicelefs 
;  upon  an  idea  of  ftrengthcning  the  army  in  America,  when 
;  after  all  it  will  be  lefs  ftrongthan  it  was  laft  year,  which  pro- 
duced nothing  decllivcj  or  in  the  Icaft  tenilling  to  compleat 
,|      conqueft. 

\'i  Mr.  Fox  concluded  with  moving,   "  That  an  Iniinblc  ad- 

'       drefs  be  prefenlcd    to  his    Majeftyli  that  he  would  l)e  graci- 
>        .Guily  plealed  to  give  orders,  that  no  mere  of  the  okl  corps  be 
h    '■•  fent  out  of  the  kingdom." 
■  No  anfwer  was  made. 

The  queftion  was  called  for,  and  the  Houll;  divided  ;  Fov 
j       the  quefiion,  165;  Againft  it  259. 

i  Thcfoikivinf  h  a  Llji  cf  the  Mlivj-hy  hi  thh  Dhlfon. 
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No  debate. 


Fchriimj  3. 
February  4. 


The  Houfc  in  commitue.  hoxA  Bartin^ton  moved,  that  Lore /f, 
286,6321.  14s.  6d.  be  allowed  for  cloathing  the  new  corps  nn^'ca. 
from  January  i,  1778,  to  January  i,  1779. 


*  Of  the  fixty-two  EnijliQi  county  members  prcfcut  A  this  d 
fion,  thirty-nine  .  f  thr-'v.  voted  in  the  mincrity. 
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sir  P.  7f«-     Sir  P/;;i//i'i  Jniiitiigi  Ckrkc  hiid,  if  he  was    as  well  conviiKu! 
TiiB-ji.'/W,-.Qf  t^i^g  ncccflity  and  good  policy  of  coiitinuiiip;  the  Amciic.i:i        _ 
war,  as  the  mofl'/calous  friend  to  adminiflration  appeared  to       J 
be,  he  would  not  lit  there  and  confent  to  nieafnrcs  to  carry' it 
on,  which  he  thought  were  tot. illy  fuhvcrfive  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  conftilution.     He  had    hccn  evir 
tauo,lit  to  think,  that  freedom  and  a  fccurity  of  property  v,ci:: 
bleihngs  which  an  Engliiliman   enjoyed    in    a  mucli  grcitrr 
degree  than  theinhabitanls  of  any  other  country.     Hetl'.eic- 
forc  could  never  pcrfuade  himfelf  to  think,  there  was  a  pov.er 
In  the  crown  to  raife  an  army  in  this  country,  to  any  eNKiii       \ 
itpleafcd,  without  the  previous  communication  antl  all'ent  li 
Parliament.     That  power  which  could  raife  a  thoufand,  n ii;;Ia       1 
raile  an  hundred  thoufand  ;.  and  then  that  liberty  wliich  wc  U\ 
iiuich  boaft  of,  which  was  obtained  by  the  blood  of  our  au- 
ceflors,  which  we  wiib  to  tranfmit  to  our  poiterity,  becoiiiLS 
;itonce  a  name  only,  a  phantom,  and  an  empty  fliadovv  ;  Ibr 
wlicnevcra  bad  King  afccnded  the  throne,   it  would  be  in  hi^i       • 
power  to  take  it  away  from  us.     He  tJKinhcd  Clod  we  Ik'.J  a 
p,ood  King,  wc  were  in  no  danger  at  pielent  ;  but  it  was  nur 
duty  to  guard  againft  evils,  which  might  arlfc  b.Ercnftcr.     1  le       i 
referred  to  the  prea.mble  of  ib.e  mutiny  aft,  which  Jiiys,  th.iC 
the  King  fliall  not  raife  an  army  in  time  of  peace.     He  kit 
the    Houie   to  decide,  wlicther  liiis   was   war  or    not.     He 
thought  himfelf,  a  revolt  of  the  colonies  three  tlioul'aiid  niiks        : 
diaanr,  could  hardly  be  called  a  war  here.    He  knew,  I'.e  faid, 
he    lliould  be  told,    tliat   no   danger    coidd  be  incurred  to  the 
flocks  from  fuch  a  power  being  in  the  hands  of  the  crown;        ' 
for   though  the  King  might  raife  an  army,    the  Parli;uneuL        ' 
muft  jiay  them  ;  without  which  aihlbmce  they  could  not  have 
any  elfeft.  That  being  admitted,  he  thought  ti  very  danc'iJious 
method  had  now  been  adopted,  by  encouraging  ))rlvnic  fiib- 
I'cription,  to  be  dil'pofed  of  according  to  the  direfticMi  of  tlie 
crown  ;  by  which  means  an  army  aught  be  raifed  and  paid, 
and  llic  Parliament  deprived  of  the  eonirouling  powei',  wiiiih 
was  the  great  le:curity  of  the  lihcny  of  the  lubjefl.      in  il'.e 
preicnt  cafe, -with  tlie  help  of  tliol.;  tpiiek  fubteriptiwns,  a  lar'^c 
Scotch,  aiany  might  have  mairlicd  to    Derby,    without  \\\\- 
liainent   being  acipiainted  iliac  fueh  an  army  exilled,   m  tie; 
kingdom. 

He  faid,  the  fpccics  of  army  was  liable  to  great  exceptions         ■ 
■in  a  conftitutional    light;   it  was  too   national.      Nine  or  ten         I 
thoufand  men,  all  (>f  any  one  country,  \vas  very  exeeption.;ble. 
He  wiilicd  fo  avoid  national  rcileiUons,  but   he  thonglit  too         j 
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great  a  partiality  was  (licwn  to  the  people  of  Scotland.  TIic 
noble  Lord  [mc;'.ning  Lord  North]  had  laid,  will  you  punilli 
tlic  children  of  the  fathers  unto  the  tlrird  and  fourth  genera- 
tion ?  He  faid,  ])y  no  means.  Bur  he  could  not  think  tluit 
tiiofc  who  on  formiir  occafions,  had  flicwn  no  good-will  to 
this  country,  were  of  all  otliers  the  inoft  fit  to  be  truftcd. 
He  was  ever  avcrlc  to  iiunilhinents,  but  could  diftinguiih  be- 
tween very  uncommon  benefits  whicli  were  now  conferred  oa 
them,  and  puniihments,  Wlien  lie  confidercd  the  appoint- 
ment in  a  military  view,  it  appeared  to  him  an  impoiirion  o:i 
the  pub-lic,  and  an  injury  to  the  army.  Rank  has  been  given, 
to  officers  in  a  moft  unprecedented  manner;  gentlemen  liavc 
been  appointed  to  command  regiments  with  the  rank  of  Co- 
lonel, who  never  were  in  the  fervicc  before,  to  the  great  .injury 
and  difcouragenient  of  all  the  oliicers  in  tiie  army.  If  it  was 
neceflary  to  give  fuch  advantages,  he  thought  that  there  were 
many  young  people  of  noble  families  in  this  country,  who 
had  with  great  zeal  and  fpirit  engaged  in  the  ierviec,  v,  ho  had 
fiiffered  hardfltlps  and  ineonveniencies,  and  rilqucd  tlic-ir  li\'es 
in  a  foreign  country.  He  thouglit  they  liad  at  kail  as  good 
a  title  to  fuch  preference,  as  iliofe  who  had  olnaincd  it ;  and 
lie  could  not  lielp  faying,  he  wiflied  they  had  been  fo  con- 
iidcrcd,  as  thofe  who  were  mod:  iiitcrcfted  in  the  flate,  were: 
moft  likely  to  take  proper  care  of'  it.  If  the  army  wa:itcd  an 
augmentation,  the  moft  ceconomical  as  well  as  ulefiil  method 
to  do  it,  was  to  augment  your  old  corps.  The  conii^anici 
which  now  coniift  of  only  ilfry-ilve,  ought  to  be  encreafcd  to 
one  hundred,  as  was  done  in  the  laft  war ;  by  which  means 
you  added  only  one  fubaltern  officer,  and  conl'etpienily  mvdc 
little  addition  to  the  half-pay  lift.  It  was  not  neceliary  for 
any  man  to  be  an  officer  to  difcovcr  tl^at  tliree  hundred  men, 
added  to  an  cftabliflied  corps,  will  mikli  iooiicr  be  mitlc  good 
foldiers,  than  a  number  of  lavv  imdilciplined  nn-n  togvd.icr,  all 
unacquainted  with  arms.  He  could  not  help  obfer\  ing,  that 
there  was  one  gentleman  who  had  a  regiment  given  him,  who 
was  taken  from  the  Swetlilh  fcrviee,  and  never  was  in  om-  ar- 
my. He  knew  not  wliat  his  pictLnlioiis  were,  bin  he  knev/ 
fuch  an  appointment  mu ft  give  great  Jili",ltI-l".•.fli^M•^,  ;ukI  be  a 
great  injury  to  every  uflicer  now  in  tlie  fervice,  who  was  un- 
der the  rank  of  Colonel.  If  ten  new  regiments  were  10  have 
been  rai fed,  it  would  have  been  juftice  to  have  clllred  them 
to  the  ten  oldcft  lieutenant-colonel,-,  in  the  army.  He  would 
venture  to  fay,  tjiat  they  would  any  of  them  not  only  have 
trladlv  embraced  l!ic  olPer  of  railin:/  re"imcnts  en  il".e  teinis 
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now  given  to  the  prclent  gentlemen,  but  liave  given  fcvcinl 
thoufiind  pounds  cnch  for  the  opportunity  :  tor  the  npuoint- 
ment  of  the  otHcei-s  to  a  whole  regiment  now  given  thtni,  is 
worth  a  very  large  fum  of  money,  if  the  commillions  ;!ie 
fold,  and  he  did  not  cxpefl  many  prefcnts  would  l^c  ninde. 
He  t  oiild  make,  he  faid,  many  more  ohieflions,  but  lie  h:id 
troubled  the  Hoiile  too  long  already  ;  he  would  onl\-  tlivri- 
fore,  before  he  fat  down,  enter  his  proccft  againlt  every  p.iit 
of  tJie  appointment. 

Lord  Jjnnii/oton  faij,  after  adminiftration  jiad  licard  of 
the  diiafter  which  happened  to  the  army,  under  General  JJiir- 
goync,  they -turned  their  thoughts  to  the  deviling  the  moil; 
fpeedy  and  effeftnal  means  for  augmenting  our  torees,  pre- 
paratory to  the  next  campaign;  and  an  oiler  having  been 
made  by  fcveral  refpeftable  individuals  and  others,  withouc 
any  application  whatever,  on  the  part  of  miniflers,  it  was 
thought  prudent  to  accept  oi  thole  oilers.  Manchellcr, 
and  lome  other  trading  to\vns  took  an  early  part,  as  well  as 
lonie  nobletneii  and  gentlemen  from  the  northern  parts  of  the 
kingdom  ;  the  Highlands  in  particular  diilinguilhed  itfelf, 
where  his  f-ordniiji  particularly  obferved,  the  women  arc  more 
t^ruithil  than  the  foil.  He  laid,  there  could  be  no  oecallon  lor 
remindingtlicHoufc,  thatleveral  regiments,  independentcom- 
panies,  and  corps,  were  raifed  tlierc  the  late  war,  wlicntwo 
great  minifler^  preiided  in  this  country.  One  in  this  Houfe, 
•.iiid  one  in  tiic  otlier.  'I'hat  great  man.  Lord  Havdwick, 
then  alillled  in  tlic  councils  of  tliis  country,  and  lie  highly 
approved  of  procuring  men  from  that  part  of  the  kingdom  ; 
and  if  a  contrary  opinion  had  prevailed,  he  was  faUsiied, 
that  our  armies  could  never  have  been  recruited,  nor  our 
iViccciles  lieen  lb  great  or  dccilive,  if  it  were  not  for  tlic 
gre.it  r;:i"<nir(cs  urav.-n  from  that  country.  As  to  the  allufion 
made  by  tb.c  i:onourablc  gentleman,  of  the  colonel,  who  had 
ferved  in  Sv,  eden,  lie  iirerumcd  he  pointed  to  Mr.  ALKen- 
zie,  commonly  called  Lord  Al'Cleod,  [fon  to  the  late  Lord 
Croniartie,  one^of  Lhe  rebel  lords.]  He  liad  a  regiment  in. 
the  Sv.'edilh  I'ervice,  and  the  rank  of  general  in  it;  conic- 
([uenily  he  mull  have  a  regiment,    or  nothing. 

Mr.  J')ii;;i,'ii'^  began  wiili  explaining  the  common  law,  as  ii. 
flood  ii;to;e  .Miy  mercenary  foldiers  were  raifed,  and  kept  up 
in  tii'.ve  cjf  pc.iec,  unlels  liich  as  were  obliged  to  peifoim  cer- 
tain k-rvices  anllng  from  the  nature  of  their  tenure^,  and 
cor.eUukd  with  the  mutiny  a&  ;  in  the  courle  of  which  in- 
vclbg:'  ioii,  he   proved  iliat  there  was  not    ilic  moll    lain. 
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colour  of  conftitational  or  ftatutc  h\v,  nor  even  of  uUirpc-cl 
prerogative,  for  making  levies  without  the  confcnt,  and  during 
the  fitting  of  Parliament. 

Sir  George  2mgi'  faid,  he  wa".  fnrry  to  find,  that  a  greater  Sir  ( 
truft  had  Ijeen  put  of  late  years  in  Scotch  Ibldiers  and  Scotch  ''"'i 
Hatefrnen  than  in  Englifli. 

Mr.  Atomry  General,  [Mr.  Thurlow]  in  rejily  to  Mr.  ^^^'-^ 
Dunning,  rcfleci  his  arguments  on  prccedenf;.  He  particu-  "'"*' 
hrly  dwelt  on  what  liappened  in  1745,  of  the  fuhrcrijnion'i 
fct  on  foot  at  that  time;  and  fevcral  others  of  a  llmiiar  na- 
ture, during  the  late  war.  He  faid,  the  Eill  of  Riglits  law 
fpokc  for  itfelf,  and  was  conditional  ;  and  the  Mutiny  Aft 
was  regulating,  not  reflriftive.  If  it  wao  not,  it  woidd  he 
the  moft  dangerous  law  that  ever  was  enafted  ;  for  it  muil 
be  conlJlrued  fo  ns  to  tie  up  the  JCing's  hands,  let  tlie  exi- 
gencies of  the  times,  or  the  neccllitics  of  the  flate  be  what 
it  may. 

Mr. /'o.v  contended,  that  the  indubitable  confequencc  of  Mr. 
legalizing  private  donations  for  raifing  of  troops,  mufl:  ecr- 
tamly  jultify  the  maintaining  them,  on  grounds  eijuallv 
cogent ;  fjr  who  could  draw  a  line,  or  how  v.t.s  it  pol'ible  to 
know  whether  the  money  was  ibr  the  purpoics  it  was  ]irc- 
■tcndcd  to  be  employed  ?  In  fueh  a  cafe,  it  wotilcl  be  in  ihc 
■power  of  a  bad  King  and  a  bad  Parli.uiient  to  lay  out  ilic 
■money  thus  railed  as  they  might  think  jiroper,  till  the  ir.if- 
chicf  'was  fo  effeftually  completed  as  to  be  beyond  remcd.-. 
'  Mr.  la/i  ill  a  long  fpecch  cauled  much  mirth  in  the  begin-  r.ji-. 
niiig,  and  entertained  the  Houfe-with  a  long  cor.iparifon  lic- 
tween  Britain  ;nid  Rome,  America  and  Carthage,  and  con- 
cluded with  alierting,  that  whatever  o]>iiorition  might  lie  in- 
dividually witliout,  tliey  were,  as  a  party,  rank  ideots  \\irhin 
'doors.  He  compared  fomc  of  their  leat'ers  to  Hannibal,  ami 
■prcdifted  their  fate  to  be  fimilar  to  that  famous  CienLral's, 
who  vowed  to  the  deilrudiou  of  Rome,  and  who  fell  in  tlie 
impious  attempt. 

Mr.  SoUaicr  G,',::,-aI  [Mr.  Weddcrbm-ne]  ccntcndcd,  that  M' 
contributions  really  voluntary,  were  legal.  ^" 

Mr.  J'vn(^  faid  he  was  always  ready  to  give  every  merit  to  Mr 
the  two  learned  gentlemen,  wlio  endeavoured  to  jirovc  the 
legality  of  the  meafurc;  but  when  thev  forgot  their  pvofef- 
fion  fo  far  as  to  :ittem])t  to  explain  aw  ay  not  only  the  import, 
but  to  contradift  tlic  letter  of  r>n  unre;>e:ilod  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, their  authority,  with  him,  however  rcfp.ftable  it  might 
appear  to  others,  wus  .it  end.     He  faid,  b.c  prefumed  after 
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fixtcen  years  experience,  bvit  more  partk-ularly  nnae  vifil«le 
on  the  |ireient  oceafion,  it  would  be  no  lon^:cr  (.louhuJ,  that 
the  people  born  on  the  other  iule  of  the  Tweed  had  a  pre- 
ference Ihewnto  them,  both  in  civil  and  iTiiliiiM-y  preferment, 
but  more  cipcciallv  in  the  latter.  Lie  oMcr\  cd  cv-'-'^t  ^.cal 
liad  been  imputed  t.'i  thofe  who  had  fiihrcnbcd  ;  but  he  beL;gea 
leave  to  differ  as  to  the  euneluiion.  HiS  do.ibtcd  not  the  faft, 
that  the  fubfcriptions  were  carried  on  with  great  zeal,  but 
what  kind  of  zeal  >  A  zeal  \vv  obtaininp;  favours  of  various 
kinds.  One  gentleman  or  perioa  of  dillinftion,  fubfcrihed 
ill  cxpCiTtation  of  future  nofice  fiom  the  c-jovcrninp;  powers. 
Another  had  a  comniiflion  in\icwfor  a  ion,  afiiciid,  era 
dependent.  Then,  as  for  the  wliole  tribe  of  ton,  ..iflor-,  \c. 
it  might  be  cafily  t'^uelfed  wh.at  th.eir  '.'.cal  jM-oceeded  from. 
]f  one  man  fubfcribes  200!.  and  by  that  oiit.ilns  a  coaijiany, 
he  will  pocket  600I.  If  a  m.rehani:  or  riiii  manuraihirei- 
fubfcribes  a  like  fum,  and  !';eis  i;i  return  a  contraft,  or  any 
ot'uer  douceur  to  ten  tinxs  the  amotnit,  then  furely  it  will 
not  he  laid  that  h.c  ii'.akes  an  iinproiitable  barp^ain.  This  is 
tite  public  fpirit  of  the  fubicription  ;  the  real  objcel:  of  which 
'is,  a  job.  lie  faid,  if  a  perfon  was  to  converfc  with  the 
j^-entL-men  out  dov-jrs,  who  confcitutc   the  pr.fent   majorit)', 


they  I- 

.eat'.ie  nothinr;  but  fcntiments  of  jk...  c  and  concilia- 

tion  ; 

but  :i3  f'on   a\  ever  tluv    are  eml'.OL'.iod  within  tlicfc 

V. /.l  . 

fubi 

•'.■,■    c,  !l   !'Ut    fir   \v\'r,   ci'ircion,   and    uiicoiaiitior.;.! 
:■■<'.        lie    crn:h,de^l    witji    o'.vervm-,    that    all    was 

yi.'-'.,. 

■;r.:jt  In   del;. lie  ;   but   he  did   not  hear    li);it   a  fuic;le 

Vlaeen 

■n  in   thell-  times  cf  cxicicncy    and  public  calamity, 

had.  ui 

\en  -ui' th.e  cinoluments  of  liis  place  or  oilice,  in  ordtr 

to  ii^l 

^ir 

icn  the  burdctisof  liis  country. 
T.  To:viif/h;i,l  wiM  llvcre  on  tlie  partiality  flicwn  to  the 

Scotcl 

in  evcrv  ihiii';;,   an.l  coiulemncd,  in  a  particular  maii- 

njr,   t 

:e  linfiulav    ]•:■■•■<  ['v'.-^i  •:   "f  calling  upon   an  oJlicer  in  a 

tor.i-.': 

1  f.-rvivC,    an  1  Cv::.;r:.rv  tc  every  rule  of  the   prof.liie.ii, 

]-i::tr.; 

•  h.iui  oVLr  the  \\..\\'.-,  n.'  lo  dcfcrving  a  b-dy  iif  men  rs 

the  !1. 

f;-a.il-c.d,Mieb<'f  die  army,  and  thr.le  :,.n' l';^,:;:i  uh-i 

bor-,   ■ 

lii,  ■■• 
bveru 

11,    i  ut   aua.Mift   the  h-.wful  fovereign,   a.iid  iti   older  t-j 
■:  the  conilitution. 
.\^.(;iJiii  [Lord  ,'ldvocate  of  Scotland]  told  the  rloule, 

tl-.at    t 

-le   oliicer   ir.enrioned  to   hrve    bucn  lv,-.-u;!;t   trcm    the 

Swcdi 

b  fervice,  was  Lord  M'Cle  ni,  who  w.is  a  f  .n  of  Lord          . 

Crom; 

•■tie,  who  was  ordered  to  be  beheaded  after  tlie  l.nl  re,         j 

bellicn;        j 
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bellionj  that  this  young  man  was  alfoin  the  reljellion,  licing 
only  eighteerj  years  old  ;  that  lie  had  been  pardoned,  but 
lofing  his  eftate,  was  obliged  to  live  abroad  ever  fince. 

The  queftion  being  put,  the  committee  divided  ;  ayes  223, 
noes  130. 

Fdrua-y  5. 
The  report  of  the  committee  of  fupply  for  the  new  levies. 
Mr.  Popham  oppofed  the  bringing  up  the  report,  contend-  Mr.  P-t- 
ing  upon  the  law  argument,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  '-•"'■• 
troops  had  been  raifed,  was  unconftitutional  and  illegal. 

Mr.  T7/f«<7- fpoke  next,  declaring  that  his  life  and  fortune  Mr. Tu/rtr 
fliould  ever  be  devoted  to  his  Majcfty's  perfon   and  govern- 
ment, becaufe  he  thought  it  impolfible  that  a  prince  of  the 
Houfe  of  Hanover  fliould  ever  become  hoftilc  to  liberty,  or 
violate  the  laws  and  conftltution  in  any  fhapc  vvhatevcr. 

Mr.  Rons   thought  the   fubfcriptions  illegal,  but  that  the  Mr.  Rius. 
rebellion  ought  to  be  quelled  by  any  means  whatever;  he 
fliould  therefore  vote  for  the  fupply  of  the  levies,  though 
raifed  againft  law. 

'    Mr.  /^fa//fl«  faid,  that  though,  to  be  fure,   it  was  againd  Mr.  7,"i.'. 
law  for  the  King  to  levy  money,  yet  it  was  perfcftly  confo-  '■"■'■ 
n.int  to  law  for  his  A'iajefty  to  get  money  levied  for  him. 

Lord  Frederick  Crtff!/>if// maintained,  that  the  principles  of  Loi.i  Fr<:/. 
his  family  were  always  thofe   of  whigifm ;  and  he  thoii;:;hl '-'''"/-'"'''• 
fubfcriptions  for  quelling  the   American  rebellion  perfectly 
conliftcd  With  W'higifli  princii)!es. 

Mr.  M'jyfey  declared  himfclf  fatisficd  of  the  legality  of  fuch  N'r-  Vi/»- 

fubfcriptions,  being,  as  they  were,  purely  voluntary  ;  that  Lord-''>" 

;      Coke's  opinion  was  clearly  in  their  favour,  as  appears  by  his 

reading  upon  the  flatute  of  Rich.  3.  where  he  makes  the  di- 

flinftion  between  voluntary  and  involuntary  contributions,  in 

V     his  chapter  of  Benevolences,  which  had  not  been  taken  notice 

,        of.     That  the  commilhon  authorized  by  the  ftatute  of  Cha.  2. 

'  5      fo  much  relied  on  by  the  other  fide,  was  compulfory  in  its  na- 

1  \     turc,  as  appears  by  the  proceedings  under  fuch  commiffions  in 

I  ;      the  time  of  Charles  I.  and  in  particular  by  the  defcription  gi- 

1 3     ven  of  them  by  Sir  John  Elliot,  in  his  famous  petition  to  the 

f  I      Xing  from  the  (jatehoufe,  in  1626  ;  that  the  terras  of  the  aft 

[1      of  Charles  \\.   prove  compulfion,  for  the  words,  "  fuppllcs 

'        herel/y  granted,"  are   irreconcileablc   to  any  other  conftruc- 

tion,  and  are  of  thcmfelvesdecifive  of  the  quellion  ;  for  if  the 

money  thereby  raifed  was  purely  fpontaneous  on  the  part  of 

the  people,  the  Commons  in  Parliament,  in  I'uch  cafe,  granted 

Vol.  VIII.  Yy  nothing; 
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nothing  ;  lior  was  the  King  furc  of  receiving  a  finglc  frinhin^' 
•pnder  luch  aft  of  Parliament. 

Governor  'Johnjlone  contended  for  tlie  illegality  of  the 
fubfcription,;  expatiated  on  the  injuflicc  tlie  old  ofllcers  nnill 
fuftain,  by  having  fo  many  young  ones  put  over  their  heiids ; 
and  that  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the  new  levies  were  railed, 
the  recruiting  fervice,  as  to  the  old  regiments,  muft  be  pre- 
judiced. He  particularly  lamented,  that  fo  vaft  a  proponida 
of  thelc  new  levies  was  to  be  rnifcd  in  Scotland,  becaufe  ihc 
country  muft  be  ftripped  of  its  moft  ufeful  hands  for  agricul- 
ture, and  for  commerce. 

Lord  liorth  contended,  that  the  prefent  fubfcriptions  were 
no    more   than    had    been  praftifcd    in    all    times   of  pulilic 
emergency,  particularly  in  1745,  and  in  1750,  in  Mr.  PlttN 
.adminiftration,  when  the  new  levies  were  raifed  by  private 
lubfcription  ;  and  the  fubfcribers,  infteftd  of  being  treated  as 
violators  of  the  law,  were  publicly  and  folemnly  thanked  liy 
the   then    minifier,  Lord    Chatham,  and   applauded  by   tin; 
public.     He  averred,   that  no  influence  whatfoevcr  had  beea 
ufcd,  but  that  the  ofl'ers  all  came  as  the  fpontaneous  and  ge- 
nerous cffufions  of  love  and  loyalty  to  the  King,  and  as  a 
teftimony  of  their  zeal  to  fupport  the  legillature  of  Great 
'Britain  againft  the  rebellion  in  America. 
""       Sir  William  AlcreJith  replied  to  Lord  North,  that   it  was 
unjuft  to  give  any  fanftion  to  his  own  admiriiftration,  at  tlie 
cxpenco  of  the  reputation  of  another  ;   that  Lord  Chatham's 
conduft,  which  he  reprefented  to   be  the   fame  as  his  own, 
was  nothing  hke  it  ;  that  the  fubfcriptions  then  were  to  r.il'.c 
recruits  for  old  regiments  which  had  fulTercd  in  the  wars;  whiih 
had  been  railed  under  the  authority  of  'Parliament,  approvcil, 
voted,  and  for  a  long  time  paid  by  Parliament :  whereas,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  both  the  money  had  been  levied,  and  the  troojis 
■     raifed,  during  the  fitting  of  Parliament,  without  the  confent, 
knowledge,  or  any  communication  with  Paidiamcnt  whatcvtr; 
that  the  precedent  for  his  Lordflrip's  conduft  might  lie  drawn 
with  more  corrcftnefs  from  that  of  fames  the  Second,  who,  on 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  landing  in  the  Weft,  had  adjourned 
the   Parliament,  for  the   very  purpofe  of  levying  the  troops 
himfelf,  without  the  interference  of  Parliament,''  in  order  to 
chufc  fuch  as  were  moft:  attached  to  his  pcrlbn,  and  moll 
likely  to  fervc  his  purpofes.     He  then  went  through  the  lil- 
ilory   of  all  benevolences,  from    the  reign  of  Edward   the 
Fourth,  when  they  began,  to  the  prefent  time ;  that  thcn^' 
had  been  fupprefled  by  two  ads  of  Parliainciit,  which  :ire 
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now  in  force,  qind  had  been  treated  as  unconftitutional  always, 
particularly  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Firfl,  when  the  King 
attempted  to'  raife  a  fubfcription  in  a  manner  exa^ly  fimilar 
to  the  prefent;  n^jnely,  by  fending  certain  of  his  confidential 
fcrvants  to  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  raife  fpontaneous 
and  voluntary  fuhfcriptlons,  vinaccompanied  with  any  cir- 
ciimftance  of  force  whatever.  Mr.  St.  John,  who  was 
efteemed  the  befl  conftitutional  lawyer  in  the  kingdom,  and 
afterwards  Lord  Chief  Juftlce,  oppofed  ihofe  fubfcriptions 
with  great  vehemence,  and  declared,  that  the  attempt  to 
get  money  for  the  King's  ufe  in  that  way,  was  a  breach  of 
his  Ma'iefty's  coronation  oath,  and  an  abetting  of  perjury, 
in  all  tiiofe  who  fubfcrlbed.  He  laid  it  was  a  mark  for  a 
Bolingb.ro.ke,  and  a  match  for  Richard  the  Second.  Mr. 
St.  John. was  profecuted  in  the  Star  Chamber,  and  acquitted  ; 
fo  that  there  is  the  judgment  of  the  Star  Chamber  itfclf,  the 
inoft  arbitrary  and  the  moft  tyrannous  court  that  ever  exifled, 
that  refiftaace  to  fuch  fubfcriptions,  by  any  means,  or  in  any 
language,  is  not' reprehcnfible ;  which  opinion  they  could 
never  have  .entertained,  had  they  judged  the  fubfcriptions 
thcmfelves  to  have  been  legal. 

lyir.  G.afcoyns  was  entering  into  fome  pcrfonal  inveflivc  M'-  C'j/- 
aga'inft  Sir  William  Meredith,  but  the  Speaker  flopped  him,  "■>'"'• 
which  Sir  WiHiarp  Meredith,  in  reply,  faid  he  was  forry 
for  ;  bccaufe  the  more  that  honourable  gentleman  abufed  him, 
the  better  he  thought  of  himfclf ;  that  the  effulions  of  his 
eloquence  were  incapable  of  the  guilt  of  llander ;  they  were, 
on  the  contrary,  fatisfaftory  and  reputable. 

The  queftiqn  was  ealled  for,  and  the  Houfe  divided  ;  for 
agreeing  with  the  report  223,  againft  it  130.* 
February  6. 
Mr.  Bnrke  moved,  "That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  Mr.  Burie. 
his  Majefty,   that  he  will  be  gracioufly  plcafed  to  give  direc- 
tions, that  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfc'copies  of  all  papers 
that  have  palled  between  any  of  his  Majefly's  minlfters,  and 
the  generals  of  his  armies  in  America,  or  any  perfon  afting 
for  government  in  Indian  affairs,    relative  to  the  military  em- 
ployment of  the  Indians  of  America,  in  the  prefent  civil  war, 


\    I  ■'*   So  large  a  ininority  upon  a  queftion    of  fupply    was    thought 

I   j  extraord'nary,  it  having  been  commonly  obfcrvetf,  that  quL-flions 

i  •  of  fripply  are  ulually  carried  unanimouUy,  or  but  weakly  re fi fled. 


y  y  2         -■  from 
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from  the  firft  of  March,   1774,    to  the  firft  dny  of  January, 
1778." 

(Mr.  Burke  began  by  obferving,  that  one  of  the  grand  ob- 
jcfts  in  the  enquiry  into  the  flate  of  the  nation,  was  the  con- 
dition and  quality  of  the  troops  employed  in  America.  That 
an  account  of  the  King's  regular  forces,  and  thofc  of  his  Eu- 
ropean allies,  were  upon  the  table.  That  hitherto  no  ac- 
count had  appeared  of  his  irregular  forces,  thofe  in  particular 
of  his  favage  allies  ;  although  there  had  been  great  depen- 
dence upon  them,  and  that  they  were  obtained  at  a  great  cx- 
pcnce.  That  it  ivas  neceffary  to  examine  into  this  point; 
becaufe  an  extention  of  their  mode  of  making  war  had  been 
lately  flrenuoully  recommended.  The  prevailing  idea  was,  tliat 
in  the  next  campaign,  the  plans  hitherto  purfued  were  to  be 
abandoned  ;  and  a  war  of  dlflrefs  and  intimidation  was  to 
take  place  of  a  war  of  conqucli,  whicli  had  been  found  im- 
prafticable. 

He  obfcrved,  that  this  mode  of  war  had  been  hitherto  tri- 
ed upon  a  large  fcale  ;  and  the  luccefs  which  iiitherto  had  at- 
tended it  would  befl  prove,  how  far  it  would  be  proper  to  ex- 
tend it  to  all  our  troops,  and  all  our  operations.  That  if  it  did 
not  promife  to  be  very  deciiive,  as  a  plan  merely  military,  it  r* 
could  be  attended  witli  no  collateral  advantages  to,  our  repu- 
tation as  a  civilized  people,  or  to  our  policy  in  reconciling  the  < 
'  minds  of  the  colonies  to  his  Majefly's  government.  ' 

He  then  ftated  what  a  war  by  Indians  was.  That  the  fault  \ 
pf  employing  them  did  not  coniift  in  their  being  of  one  co-  I 
lour  or  another  ;  in  their  ufing  one  kind  of  weapon  or  ano-  \ 
ther  ;  but  in  their  way  of  making  war  ;  .which  was  lb  honi-  » 
ble,  that  itfhocked  not  only  the  manners  of  all  civilized  peo-  '■ 
pie,  but  far  exceeded  tlie  ferocity  of  all  barbarians  mentioned 
jnhiftory.  | 

That  die  Indians  inNorth  America  never  have  l^ut  two  piin-         ' 
cipalobjcftsfor  going  to  war:  the  glory  of  dcllroying,or,  when  1 

opportunity  offered,  of  exterminating  their  enemies;  the  other,  \ 

which  always  depended  on  the  former,  the  glory  of  procuring  1 

the  grcatefl   number  of  fcalps,  whicli  they  hung  up  in  their  I 

huts  as  trophies  of  viftory,  couqueil,  and   pevfonal   ])rowefs,  j 

much  in  the  fame  manner  that  llandards,  kettle-dnuns,  ancl  j 

colours,  are  depufited  in  public  places  in  civili/.cd  nations,  in  j 

token  of  fome  iignal  overthrow  of  a  powerful  and  dangerous  j 

enemy.    The  Indians  of  America  had  no  titles,  line-cure  pla-  ) 

ceSjTucj-ative  governments,   penfions,  or  red  ribkions,  to  be-  ! 

fto^  on  thofe  who  fignalized  thcmfclves  in  the  field ;  their  n- 
' *■         '    '  '  •.   ■  ■  wards 
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;■       Wards   were  generally  received  in   human  fcalps,  in  human 

i       flefli,  and  the  gratifications  avifing  from  torturing,  mangling, 

fcalping,^  and  fomctimcs  eating  their  ca;)tives  in  war.     He 

then  repeated  feveral  inftances  of  this  dialjolical  mode  of  war, 

fcarcely  credible,  and,  if  true,  improper  to  be  rejicatcd. 

He  went  largely  into  the  proofs  of  this  their  mod.c  of  ma- 

!       '       king  war  in  all  times.     He  proved,   that  they  had  not  altered 

that  mode  of  making  war  ;  and  that  no  poflible   means  could 

prevail  on  them  to  alter  it.     He  then  took  a  view  of  the  cm- 

.      j        ployment  of  thefe  favages  in   the  wars  between   Fi-ance  and 

L     I        England;  and  fhewed,  that  it  had  been  the  inevitable  confe- 

f  ■    '        quence  of  the  connexion  of  the  two  nations  with  the  feveral 

:      •        Indian  tribes ;  who,  on  the  firft  European  i'ettlemcnts,   v.'ere, 

:        comparatively,   great  and  powerful  ftatcs ;   that  alliances  had 

been  formed  with  them,  and  all  our  affairs  became  necellarily 

entangled    with    theirs.     But   now   no  European  nation  but 

:        the  Englifh  colonies  remained   in  North   America;  and  the 

favages  were  lb  reduced  in  number,   that  there  was  no  necef- 

^ty  of  any  coiineftion  with  them  as  nations.     They  were  on- 

fy  formidable  from  their  cruelty  ;  and  to  employ   them  was 

merely  to  be  cruel  ourfelves  in  their  perfons  ;  and  to  become- 

^    ¥       chargeable  with  all  the  odious  and  impotent  barbarities,  which 

'\    \        they  would  certainly  commit,  whenever  they  were  called  in- 

i    I        to  aflion. 

*  On  all  thefe  points  he  dwelt  a  long  time,  explaining  and  il- 

*  luftrating  every  particular  with  great  clearnefs  and  precihon. 
I  He  then  conlidered  the  apologies  which  had  been  made  for 
I  employing  them  ;  fuch  as,  ifl,  "  That  if  his  Majcfty  had  not 
I  cm.ployed  them  the  rebels  would  ;  2d,  and  that  great  care  had 
j  been  taken  to  prevent  the  indifcriminate  murder  of  men,  wo- 
I  men,  and  children,  according  to  their  favage  cuftom.  3d,  That 
I  they  were  never  employed  but  in  the  company  of  difciplincd 
'  troops,  in  order  to  prevent  their  irregtdarities." 

j  To  the  finb,  he  anfwered,  that  no  proof  whatever  had  been 

;         given  of  the  Americans  having  attempted  an  oifenfivc  alli- 

*  r.nce  with  any  one  tribe  of  favage  Indians.  Whereas,  the 
'  imperfeft'  papers  already  before  that  Houfc  demonftratcd,  that 
I  he  King's  miniflers  had  negotiated  and  obtained  iuch  allian- 
I         ces  from  one  end  of  the  continent  of  America  to  the  other. 

(That  the  Americans  had  aftually  made  a  treaty  on  the  footing 
of  neutrality    with    the   famous    Five  Nations  ;    which    the 
King's  minifters  had  bribed  them  to  violate,  and  to  aft  ofFen- 
'  fively  againft  the  Colonics.     That  no  attempt  had  been  made 

I  in  a  finglc  infltnce  on  the  part  of  the  King's  minifters  to  pro- 
j  "  '  cure 
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cure  a  neutrality.  That  if  the  fnft  had  been  that  the  Amc- 
Ticans  had  aftually  employed  thole  lavages,  yet  the  diiTcrencc 
of  employing  them  againlt  armed  and  trained  foldiers,  embo- 
died and  encamped,  and  employing  them  againfl  the  unaiiu- 
cd  and  defencelefs  men,  women,  and  children  of  a  country, 
difpcrlcd  in  their  houles,  was  manifcft  ;  and  left  tliofe  \v]u) 
attempted  fo  inhuman  and  unequal  a  retaliation  without  ex- 
cufe. 

To  the  fccond  defence,  "  Tliat  care  had  been  taken  to 
prevent  mifchief,"  he  anfvvered,  that  he  did  not  doubt  tlie 
humanity  of  General  Burgoyne  and  onr  other  othccrs.  They 
endeavoured  it  indeed,  but  in  vain.  He  even  flated  the  at- 
tempt itfelf  as  perfeftly  ridiculous.  Here  he  ciiierfd  into  the 
cuniideration  of  Cjeneral  Burgoyne's  famous  ipeecli  to  tlic 
fa\*ages,  wliich  he  painted  in  a  ludicrous  lig'u ;  not  con- 
demning the  fpeech  in  itfelf  ;  he  faid,  it  was  rational  and  jiro- 
per,  if  applied  to  any  other  ;  but  as  applied  to  fayagi-s,  to 
whom  it  muil  be  perfeftly  unintelligible  and  witlwut  the  Icail 
cffeft,  it  might  as  well  have  Jjeen  applied  to  die  wild  beads  of 
the  foreft.  He  then  entered  into  many  particulars  of  th.if 
General's  expedition,  as  well  as  Colonel  St.  Lcger's,  to  flicw, 
that  the  favages,  did  in  effeft,  indircrimlnately  murder  men, 
women,  and  children,  friends  ami  foes  ;  and  that  particularly 
the  Jlaiighter  fell  moflly  upon  thole  who  were  heft  afTLftcd  to 
the  King's  govermuent,  and  who  for  that  reafon  had  been 
btely  difarmcd  by  the  provincials.  Here  he  painted  in  very 
ftrong  colours  the  horrid  ftory  of  Mils  Mac  Ray,  murdered 
by  the  favages  on  the  day  of  her  marriage  with  an  officer  of 
the  King's  troops. 

As  to  the  diird  head  of  defence,  "  That  they  had  always 
regular  troojxs  to  reftrain  and  direft:  thcni,"  this  lie  polltivcly 
denied,  and  jlicwed,  that  whole  nations  of  favage-.  had  been 
bribed  to  take  up  the  hatchet,  without  a  lingle  regular  officer 
or  foldier  aiuongfl  them.  This  he  inftanced  in  the  cafe  of 
the  Cherokees,  who  were  bribed  anel  betrayed  into  war,  upon 
promifc  of  being  aliifted  by  a  large  regular  force  ;  that  thcv 
accordingly  had  invaded  Carolina  in  their  ufual  manner,  and 
for  want  of  the  fupport  promifed,  were  nearly  exterminated, 
and  the  remains  of  that  people  now  lived  in  a  ftateof  fervitude 
to  the  Carolinians. 

He  then  fhewed  the  monftrous  cx]ience  of  that  kind  of  ally. 
That  one  Indian  foldier  coft  as  much  as  five  of  the  bcft  regu- 
lar, or  irregular  European  troops.  The  miniflcrs  thought 
that  inhumanity   and  murder  could  not  he  bought  too  dear. 

That 
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'fhat  tlie  cxpcnce  of  thefc  Indians  had  not  been  tcfs  than 
150,0001.  and  yet  there  never  had  been  more  than  I'evcn  or 
eight  hundred  of  them  in  the  field  ;  and  that  tor  a  very  lliort 
time.  That  on  the  lead  appearance  of  ill  fuccefs,  they  defer- 
tcd  ;  and  often  even  turned  their  arms  on  their  friends.  That 
by  falling  upon  all  the  inhabitants  without  didinftion, 
they  made  every  man  a  foldier;  and  that  the  greatcft  part  of 
the  army  (as  it  were  conjured  up  againft  General  Burgoync) 
was  railed  by  indignation  and  horror  at  the  ufe  of  the  favagcs ; 
and  to  them  the  lofs  of  a  gallant  European  army  under  an  ac- 
complifhed  general,  was  ])rincipally  owing. 

vVftcr  this  he  touched  upon  the  burning  of  the  towns  of 
Falmouth  and  Norfolk,  as  well  as  priv:iie  gentlemen's  ani!  far- 
mers' houfcs,  and  other  ravages  of  the  Jving's  troops,  as 
parts  of  the  war  of  diftrefs  ;  and  the  ill  eilefts  which  fuch. 
barbarities  had  produced. 

He  laflly  entered  upon  Lord  Dunmore's  attempt  to  incite 
an  infurredion  of  negroes.  He  ftatcd  his  proclamation  as 
contrary  to  the  common  and  ftatute  law  of  this  kingdom,  as 
well  as  TO  the  law  of  nations.  He  ftated  what  an  infurreftion 
of  negroes  was  ;  the  number  of  that  fort  of  men  in  Virgi- 
nia and  Maryland  ;  the  mifchicfs  of  fetting  a  crew  of  fierce, 
foreign  barbarians  and  Haves  to  judge  which  of  their  maftcrs 
were  in  rebellion,  and  which  of  their  acls  were  or  were  not 
rebellious :  the  utter  impoffibillty  of  containing  them  and 
kcepingthem  in  order  was  dated  in  a  ftrong  manner.  He  ap- 
pealed to  all  who  knew  the  fouthern  colonies,  and  tl\e  Weft 
Indies,  what  murders,  rapes,  and  enormities  of  all  kinds, 
were  in  the  contemplation  of  all  negroes  who  meditated  an  in- 
furreflion.  He  laftly  afked  what  means  were  propofcd  for  go- 
verning thcfe  negroes,  who  were  100,000  at  leafl:  ;  when  they 
had  reduced  the  province  to  their  obedience,  and  made  them- 
felves  maflers  of  the  honfes,  goods,  wives  and  daughters  of 
their  murdered  lords  ?  Another  war  ,muft  b^e  rhade  of  them  ; 
and  another  maflacrc,  adding  confufion  to  confufion,  and  de- 
llruftion  to  deilruftion.  He  faid,  that  providentially  the  En- 
p,Iini  vVliitc  civilized  inhabitants  had  fo  ftrengihencd  ihem- 
I  ,  felves,  as  to  'keep  under  his  Majefty's  negro  allies ;    that  not, 

f;*  above  one  thouland  or  thereabouts  were  able  to  efcapc,  and 

put  themfelves  under  the  banners  of  Lord  Dunmorc,  and  that 
theend  oTthcfc  wretches,  feduced  into  an  infurrcdtion,  in  which 
they  were  not  fupporied,  was  truly  deplorable  ;  not  above  one 
or  two,  as  he  heard,  having  efcapcd  a  miierable  death  by  dif- 

cafo 


\l 
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cafe  or  famine  ;    but  he  promifed  to  move  for  papers  to  clear 
up,  and  afccrtain  this  point. 

Then  he  dwelt  on  the  affair  of  Lord  Dunmore,  bccaufc  his 
proceedings  were  evident  by  his  ijroclamation,  and  by  tiit  ne- 
gro army  which  he  had  coUc£ltd.  But  that  tliere  was  very 
ftrong  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  governors  of  both  the  C.iro- 
Ijnas,  and  one  at  leaft  of  the  Floridas,  had  been  conccTiie,]  in 
defi^ns  of  the  fame  fort.  That  one  of  thefe  governors  had 
been  accufed  of  it,  wlio  did  not  deny,  that  in  cafe  of  rr;'j.!- 
lion  he  woidd  avail  himfelf  of  fuch  a  refource.  That  ihii  ■■•.  as 
the  grand  caufe  of  the  greater  vefcntinent  which  appeared  in 
the  fouthern,  than  in  many  of  the  northern  Coloiiic-b  ;  as 
they  had  been  the  firll  to  abjure  the  King  :  and  one  of  ihciu, 
Virginia,  to  declare,  that  if  the  reft  fliould  fubmit,  rliey, would 
hold  out  to  the  laft  ;  for  what  fecurily  could  they  Vcocivc, 
that  if  they  admitted  an  Englini  governor,  he  would  not  raife 
their  negroes  on  them,  whenever  he  thought  it  good  to  alTtrt 
any  given  difturbances  fliould  amount  to  a  rebcUion,  and  de- 
clare martial  law. 

The  only  remedy  he  conceived  there  could  he  for  the  alie- 
nation of  affeftions,  and  dillruft  and  terror  of  our  go\cra- 
ment,  brought  on  by  thefe  meafures  ;  was  for  Parliamait  to 
enquire  ferioufly  into  them  ;  and  to  fliew  their  difappyobatiou 
of  prafliccs  as  contrary  to  all  true  policy,  a;  to  tlie  ciiciaies 
of  feeling  and  humanity  :  for  otherwife  the  colonies  would 
never  believe,  that  thofe  who  were  capab.Ie  of  carrying  on  (a 
cruel  and  diflionourahle  a  war,  could  ever  be  truflcd  for  a  found 
and  cordial  peace  ;  much  lefs  be  fafely  truflcd  with  power  and 
dominion. 

The  fpeech  lafted  for  more  than  three  hours.     It  was  uni- 

Mr.Ser;t3nt^''^'''"''y  thought  the  very  beft  Mr.  Burke  had  ever  delivered. 

W./«.v. '  Mr.  Serjeant  Jc/eiir  feconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  D.Grry  Mr.  Dc  Cry  ( fou  to  the  chief  juflice)  fpoke  in  defence  of 
employing  the  lavages  ;  faid,  t!ui:  Indian  treaties  had  been 
made  daring  the  laff  war  ;  tluit  they  had  been  continued  from 
lime  to  time  down  to  the  jjveicnc  hour  ;  that  it  was  well 
known  that  fuperintendants  were  employed  i)y  government  to 
create  and  prelerve  alliances  amoiv.;  -.he  lutlian  nations;  and 
finally,  that  the  Houfe  eve.y  k'A\o:\  approved  of,  and  recog- 
nized thofe  alliances  and  treaties,  by  voting  ipecilic  funis  of 
money,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  .'jperintend.int,  to 
be  laid  out  in  prefents,  and  dillributed  among  the  leailing 
■n-arriors  and  chiefs. 

?ir 
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Sir  Alexander  Leith  wns  fcvere  on  Lord  George  Germaine,  Sir  y^hxa^- 
who,  hefaid  was  the  fole  author  and  contriver  of  thofc  l^arba-  ''•'  •^"'^■ 
rous  meafures.  He  was  aftoniflied  that  the  noble  Lord,  con- 
fidering  feveral  circumftanccs  which  he  abftained  from  men- 
tioning, could  prcfume  to  intrude  himfelf  into  an  office  he 
was  very  unable  and  unqualified  to  fill ;  and  he  was  ftill  much 
more  aftoniflied  that  he  dare  continue  in  it,  whenhis  own  ex- 
perience muft  have  long  fince  convinced  him,  that  he  was  to- 
tally unworthy  of  it.  He  laid,  every  fmgle  meafure  he  had 
recommended  himfelf,  or  adopted  from  others,  exhibited  fo 
many  proofs  of  his  incapacity  ;  and  when  his  conduft  was 
brought  to  the  teft,  he  ailirmed,  in  his  place,  that  the  noble 
Lord  would  be  found,  in  every  refpeft,  unequal  to  filling  the 
high  office,  which  he  fuppofed  hehad  itfurped.  Here  he  was 
called  to  order  by  the  chair. 

Lord  G.-or^d'  Germalne  iaid,  lie  could  never  fitfilent,  and  ^"^^^/^^^^^i" 
hear  fuch  unbecoming  perfonalities  made  to  his  face.  He 
begged  leave  to  allure  the  honourable  gentlemen,  if  they 
werefincere,  they  mufthave  arofe  from  prejudice,  and  were 
ill-founded.  He  was  a  very  old  member  of  that  Houfe  ',  and 
I  he  defied  any  gentleman  to  fay,  that  he  had  ever  ufcd  any 
perfonalities  himfelf.  He  always  carefully  abftalned  fronl 
them  ;  and  whatever  his  provocations  to  retort  mi'ght  be  oa 
the  prefent  occafion,  he  fliould  give  one  more  proof  of  the 
fame  mode  of  conducing  himfelf.  He  faid,  he  wiflied  fm- 
cerely  that  his  conduft  mightbe  fully  and  immediately  enquired 
into.  He  was  certain  it  would  turnout  to  his  honour  ;  but  un- 
til that  event  took  place,  he  thought  it  was  both  unparliamen- 
tary and  uncandid  to  make  perfonal  attacks  upon  him,  which 
he  fliould  always,  in  future,  look  upon  as  meant  to  prejudice 
that  Houie  aga'inft  him.  HisLordihip  then  fpoke  fliortly  to 
the  queftion,"'  and  jufl:ified  tlie  conduft  of  adminiftratlon. 
He  faid  the  matter  lay  within  a  very  narrow  compafs ;  the  Li- 
dlans  would  not  have  remained  idle  fpcftators  ;  the  very  ar- 
guments ufed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  mo- 
tion were  fo  many  proofs  that  they  would  not  :  befides,  the 
rebels,  by  their  cmilfarics,  had  made  frequent  applications  to 
the  Indians  to  fide  with  ihem  ;  the  Virgmians  particularly  ; 
and,  he  faid,  that  fome  Indians  were  employed  at  Boflon, 
in  the  rebel  army.  Now  taking  the  dlfpofition  of  the  In- 
dians with  the  applications  which  had  been  made  to  them_  by 
tlie  Colonies,  it  amounted  to  a  clear,  indifputed  propofition, 
that  either  they  would  have  ferved  againft  us,  or  that  we  mult 
have  emploved  .hem.  This  being  the  alWi'naUve,  he  con- 
VoL.  VlII.       '  Z  /,  tended 
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tended  ftrongly  for  tlic  lieccllity  of  employing  tlicni,  nivl  \\.i. 
ready  to  fubniil  his  coiiduft  on  that  ground,   ro  the  jiui'^irioiu 
of  the  Houfe,  whenever  the  nieafure  and  the  iriotivcs  v.hich 
led  to  it  came  under   dileuflion. 
Rt.Hon.  r.      The  Right  Honourable    T,  ToivnPxtid  contended  that  the 
Tu-wnJIjtiiJ.  noufe  was  not  in  poflcllion  of  any  fpeciesof  parliamentary 
proof  whatever,  to  induce  it  to  fuppofe,  that  overtures  li;ul 
been  made  by  the  Congrefs  to  the  IntHan  powers  ;  on  th>:  con- 
trary, from  the  bell  information,   the  facT:  was  tbedirccH  rc- 
verfe.    There  had  been  a  meeting  between  pcrfons  on  theji.ut 
of  the  Colonies  and  the  Indian  chiefs,  and  there  it  was  well 
known,  that  all  the  dcjnities  ddired,  was  a  neutrality  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians.      One  of  the  firll:  public  afts  of  the  Ctm- 
grefs  belidcs,  was,  a  letter,'  addrellcd  to  the  feveral  Indian  na- 
tions, in  which  they  frated  thcutmoft  of  their  dellres  to  be  no 
more  than  an  acquiefccnce  in  this  neutrality  ;   but  granting  tlic 
faft  as  flated  by  the  noble  Lord  in  its  fullell:  extent  to  be  tn:;', 
it  would  not  meet  tlie  main  objeftion  flated  by  tlie  honourable 
gentleman  who  maLle  the  motion,  which  was,   not  that  thofc 
barbarities  would  be    cxercifctl  on   men,  with  arms  in  tluir 
hands,  or  made  captives  in  battle  ;  but  on  innocent,  peacc.dilc 
people  in  their  dwellings  and  habitations :  unlcfs  therefore  the 
noble  Lord  would  make  one  fuppoiition  more,  which  was,  that 
the  flaves    in  the  Southern  Colonies,  as  well  as  the  l;ivn;;i.s, 
would  make  a  forced  march  over  to  Circat  Britain,  and  exe- 
cute here  what  the  two  proclamations  now  read  invited  thcni 
to  perpetrate  in  America:    the  pretence  of  cm])loying  th.cnt 
to  murder  old  men,   women,   and  cliiKhcn,   in!l;ad  iM'nial.n;:; 
war  againfl;  their  armed  enemies,  even  in  thesr  I'lual  \v;iy,  was 
entirely  at  an  end,   ble  then  gave  an  account  ol  Laconic,  and 
his  method  of  afting,  when  he  had  the  command  of  hidiaiiv. 
Governor         Ciovcrnor  Po:c;A'r//.     No   man  can  have  a  nuire  determined 
Fcwnth.     abliorrence  of  tlie  employing  the  Indian  favagcs  in  our  wa:s 
than  I  have  ;    becaufe  no  man,   in  this  Houfe  at  leall,   has  had 
occafion  to  know  fo  much  of  tliis  matter,   as  it  fell  to  my  lot 
to  have  during  th.e  la'ft  war.     Mv  horror  of  their  cruel  fer- 
vices  does  not  arife  from  the  pamtings  of  imagination,  but 
from  what  I  have  known  of  the  faft  :  there  is  not  fo  hellilh, 
fo  unfair  an  engine  of  war,   as   the  fervicc  of  the  Indian  fa- 
vage,  when   mixed   in   with   the   wars  of  civilized,   intions. 
What  then  muft  we  think  of  it  >  What  nuill:  be  our  feerni-<, 
when  they  are  eir.ployed   in  a  war  between  [jarts  of  the  ianic 
nation,  branches  of  the  fame  fair.ily,  in  the  war  between  e» 
•and  our  bretlucn. 

The 
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The  mutual  feelings  of  humanity-,  and  a  fpirit  of  honour, 
liave,  amidft  civili7,cci  nations,  dctincJ  even  rights,  and  given 
laws  to  a  ftatc  of  war;  have  laid  a  rtflraint  on  havoc  k,  and 
given  limits  to  defliruftion  and  bloodllicd.  Tiicre  are,  even 
in  rigours  of  war,  tjic  Jina  belli,  which  civilized  nations 
have  adopted,  and  do  ahnoil  miivcrfally  oblcrvc.  The 
war  of  the  favage,  inftead  of  being  a  conteft  of  right  by- 
power,  regulated  and  reftrained  by  any  feelings  of  honour 
or  humanity,  is  an  unreftrained  elTulion  of  tlic  paffions  of 
revenge  and  blood-thirflinefs,  c/i  en  tore  ouiis,  is  a  war  of 
univcrfal  ravage  and  devaftation  to  utter  dtltruftion  ;  inflcad 
of  giving  laws  to  war,  it  gives  the  name  and  effcft  of  right 
to  every  cruel  exertion  of  pallion,  revenge,  and  bai-barity, 
jupjue  datum  fcdcri.  If,  therefore,  the  Indians  have  ever,  in 
this  war,  been  employed  in  any  cal'e  where  an  abfolute  un- 
avoidable and  direiSl  neccfliiy  did  not  call  for  it,  nothing  can 
ever  juftify  it---I  am  fure  my  opinion  never  fiiall.  I  coniider 
therefore  the  cafe  of  this  American  war;  its  operations  are 
combined  with  the  nature  of  the  country,  more  than  half  a 
wildernefs,  and  with  the  interefls  and  nature  of  the  Indians 
who  inhabit  this  wildernefs.  No  war  can  be  carried  on  in 
tiiat  country  in  which  the  Indians  will  not  mix.  That  belli- 
gerent power  which  hath  not  them  with  it,,  will  liave  them 
.againft  it.  The  idea  of  a  neutrality  is  a  delufivc  notion,  and 
impra£licablc  in  faft  ;  and  never  was  taken  up  by  any  party, 
but  as  a  fuccctlaneum,  to  he  tried  after  fuch  party  iiad  mlf- 
carried  in  the  attempt,  to  engage  the  Indians  to  aft  oflenlively 
with  them.  Thefe  were  the  pulitici  of  the  French  in  the  laft 
war;  after  wc  h^d  got  the  Indians  from  them,  and  engaged 
to  us,  their  whole  eiforts  were  employed  to  engage  the  In- 
dians to  a  neutrality.  The  i'ame  fpirit  of  politics,  on  the 
fame  ground,  led  the  Congrel's,  in  this  war,  (after  they  had 
failed  in  their  attempt  to  engage  confederated  Int'.ians)  to 
follow  the  plaufible  line  of  neutrality  in  the  temper  of  mode- 
ration and  Immanity.  They  are  an  informed,  a  wife,  and  a 
prudent  body  of  men  ;  all  their  conduit  has  been  nieafurcd 
by  the  rules  which  wifdom  and  prudence  dic:latc;  ihey, 
therefore,  firft  tried  to  engage  the  Indians,  linowing  that  there 
is  an  abfolute,  unavoidable,  and  direft  ncceillty  of  employ- 
ing the  Indians  offcnfivcly,  and  mixing  them  in  with  their 
arms  and  operations.  Witliout  referring  to,  or  qi(jting  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  French  and  Englilh  politics,  in  Amc- 
•rica,  vefpeftingthis  matter;  and  their  various  attempts  to  en- 
gage and  fec'ire  the  arms  of  the  Indians  tp  their  rcfpeftive 
party  ;  I  will  infoiin  the  Houfc,  th;i<  one  and  almoU  the  fole 
Z  z  2  purpofc 
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purpofe  of  the  Congrefs  of  deputies  from  all  the  colonics  in 
America,  convened  and  held  at  Albany  in  1754,  was  to  pcv- 
fuade  and  engage  the  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations  and  their 
fiUits  to  take  up  the  hatchet  (in  aid  of  the  Britifli  caiifc) 
againft  the  French.  So  much  for  thefpirit  of  American  poli- 
tics in  this  cafe.  And,  in  confecjuence  of  the  ahfolute  un- 
avoidable and  direft  neccflity  of  fuch  meafures,  the  iii- 
ftruftions  given  lafl  war  uniformly  by  the  fcveral  fuccceding 
ininiflers,  to  General  Braddock,  to  General  Shirley,  to  Lord 
Loudon,  to  General  Abercrombie,  and  General  Amlicrft, 
were  to  this  very  purpofe. 

From  feeing  that  the  Indians  muft  be  employed;  from  feeing 
that  the  necejlity  was  unavoidable;  from  feeling,  at  the  f.mis 
time,  a  horror  of  their  being  permitted  to  aft  their  cruellies 
in  violation  of  every  idea  of  humanity,  conlrarv  to  every 
principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  thejitra  belli  obfcrvcd  by 
civilized  nations  amongfl  each  other,  it  was,  that,  being  in 
a  lituatlon  which  gave, a  right  and  power  to  do  it,  informed 
in  confultation  and  concert  with  my  friend,  Colonel,  aficr- 
Sir  WiUjam  Johnfon,  the  plan  of  Indian  adminiflration  and 
eftablifliments,  which  put  the  Indians,  when  employed  in 
conjunftioa  with  our  troops,  under  luch  a  fupcrintendency 
and  lead  as  might  direft  their  opcratlops,  in  conformity  to 
the  laws  of  nations  and  jura  belli  ;  the  eftablifliment  of  the 
fupcrintendency  ;  the  forming  the  Indians  into  war  compa- 
nies;  the  getting  war-leaders  (by  means  agreeable  to  their 
own  mode  of  choofing  them)  appointed  to  command  and 
conduft  them  ;  the  forms  of  the  commiffions  and  inflriiflions, 
were  all  fettled  at  that  lime.  From  that  period,  I  believe 
few,  if  any,  of  thofe  outrageous  afts  of  cruelty  and  barba- 
rity, before  experienced,  have  been  commitred.  In  the  vcar 
1756,  upon  the  appointment  of  Sir  William  Johnlun  to  bcj 
Colonel  of  the  Six  Nations,  the  Indians  engaged  to  he  em- 
ployed under  Lord  Loudon  were  formed  into  four  compa- 
nies, with  ofhccrs  appointed  over  them.  The  fi)rms  of  the 
commiiTions  and  inftruftions  fettled  at  that  time  were  con- 
ftantly  obfervcd  during  the  whole  of  the  laft  wai- :  and  upon 
my  aficing  the  queftion  in  office,  I  have  l;ecn  tokl  that  the 
fame  have  been  obferved  during  this  unhappy  v,ar.  If  any 
commander  in  chief  has  at  any  time  been  induced,  from  any 
ideas,  different  from  this  preventive  fyficm,  to  give  a  loolc 
to  that  rein  by  which  the  favage  ipirit  of  the  Indians  \va« 
f-eflrained  ;  or,  if  any  improper  pcrfons  have  been  employed, 
>yho  have  encouraged,  or  even  permitted  the  Indians  to  in- 
dulge 
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<lulge  their  old  favage  cruelty,  fuch,  I  think,  defcrvc  the 
moft  fevere  punifliment.  We  ought  firfl  to  Inquire,  whether 
the  like  eflabliniments  have  been  oblervcd  ;  whether  the  like 
commifrions  and  inflruftions  have  been  illucd  in  this  war  as 
in  the  laft  :  we  ought  farther  to  enquire,  wliether  any  imjiroper 
people  have  been  employed  ?  whether  they  have  carried  their 
command  lb  as  to  encourage  or  permit  any  cruelties  or  liivage 
rigours  in  the  execution  ?  We  cannot  condemn  wliat  from 
neceffity  has  been  a  conftant  and  invariable  mcafure  in  the 
American  warfare,  that  of  employing  Indians :  but  if  any 
favage  barbarities,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  and  the 
jura  belli,  have  been  committed,  there  our  cenfure  ought  to 
fall;  and  in  proportion  as  the  fault  rifes  into  criminalitv,  tliat 
cenfure  ought  to  be  accompanied  with  punifliment.  So  much. 
Sir,  for  what  is  paft.  If  the  Houfe  will  indulge  mc  to  fpeak 
to  arrangements,  which  I  think  might  be  taken  for  tlic  future, 
refpefting  thefe  Indian  fervices,  I  think  the  neceflity  of  em- 
ploying them  may  be  avoided;  I  know,  and  therefore  fpeak 
direftly,  tliat  any  idea  of  an  Indian  neutrality  is  nonfenfc, 
is  delufive,  dangerous  nonfenfe ;  if  both  we  and  the  Ameri- 
cans were  agreed  to  obfcrve  a  ftrift  neutrality  in  not  employ- 
ing them,  they  would  then  plunder  and  fcalp  both  parties  in- 
dilcriminately  on  both  fides.  Although  tliis  is  my  opinion, 
founded  on  the  knowledge  and  experience  I  have  had  in  thefc 
matters ;  yet  I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  we  and  the  Americans 
coukl  come  to  fome  fllpulation,  or  convention,  that  we  would 
mutually,  and  in  one  I'pirit  of  good  faith,  not  fufFer  tlie  In- 
dians to  intermeddle,  but  to  confider  and  aft  againft  tl;cm  as 
enemies,  wherever  they  did  execute  any  hoftilities  againft  any 
Cf  the  Britifli  nation,  equally,  whether  Englifli  or  Ameri- 
cans, all  this  horrid  bufinefs  might  be  prevented,  or  at  leail 
jn  great  meafure  reflrained.  If  government  would  in  the 
true  fpirit  and  temper  of  humanity  adopt  this  idea,  and  if 
Parliament  would  by  any  means  find  their  way  to  give  fanftioa 
to  it :  if  government,  in  this  temper,  and  under  this  fanftion, 
would  propole  to  the  Congrefs  the  terms  of  fuch  a  conven- 
tion, I  am  certain,  that  the  Congrefs  would  embrace  it  with 
iincerity,  and  execute  it  with  good  faith.  This  is  a  meafure 
that  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  objeft  of  the  war  ; 
and  yet  this  fpirit,  thus  aiming  to  regulate  tlie  means  of  re- 
ftraining  its  rigours  and  cruelty,  might  become  the  firft  feed 
of  peace.  Tins  would  open  grounds  that  might  lend  to 
mutual  good  difpofitions  and  good  offices  ;  and  who  fliall  fay 
what  may  not  arife  out  of  this ;  I  think,  that  I  fee  clearly, 

fuch 


338  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  ly^R. 

fucli  n  beginning  vvoulJ  end  in  peace;  government  will  not 
commit  any  of  its  rights  or  intcrcfts  In  making  the  pro- 
pofal :  the  very  making  it  would  lay  the  grounds  of  agree- 
ment. [Here  a  mark  of  alinoft  general  approbation  fliowed 
Itfelf  by,  Hear  him,  from  all  fufes  of  the  Houfc.]  I  hail  the 
happy  omen;  I  think  I  fee  the  fpirit  of  peace  arifing  in  the 
Houie,  and  may  it  animate  all  our  breafls.  I  am  fo  confident 
that  this  meafure  v,-ould  be  adopted  and  kicceed  ;  and  that  it 
n'ould  finally  lead  to  the  opening  a  treaty  for  peace  itfelf; 
that  it  government  will  take  it  up  as  a  meafuie,  and  this 
Houfc  give  its  fanftion  to  it,  I  will,  without  commifhoii, 
without  pay,  or  the  expc£lation  of  any  rcwr.n.!  whaKoevei', 
go  mylelf  to  the  Congrcfs,  and  make  the  propofd  :  and 
though  I  take  with  me  no  commiifion,  by  which  gnvcrnineiu 
may  be  committed  ;  yet  if  the  ])ropofal  is  .-tcceptid  and 
agreed  to,  I  will  find  a  way  to  give  aifuranec  to  the  Con- 
grcfs, that  they  may  aft  on  my  propofal ;  I  will  put  m\  fch' 
into  their  hands  as  an  hoflage  for  the  truth  of  wiiat  ]  pro- 
pofe,  and  for  the  good  faith  of 'government.  On  this  gmiind 
I  am  ready  to  let  out  this  moment.  I  feel  not  a  little  happy 
that  what  I  have  faid  is  well  received  by  the  Honfe  ;  wlaiher 
it  will  be  accepted  and  adopted  by  government,  I  know  not. 
1  feel  that  I  have  done  rny  duty. 

Col.  -Btrri.  Colonel  Barri  highly  compbincnted  Mr.  Burke  on  his 
fpeech,  and  hoped  he  would  publifh  it,  which  if  he  did,  he 
would  go  and  nail  it  upon  every  chiu-ch-door,  where  he  faw 
the  King's  proclamation  for  the  faff.  He  fhcwcd,  from 
former  tranfaftions  in  the  late  war,  how  dijTicult  it  was  for 
any  general  to  keep  the  favages  in  any  kind  of  order,  efpe- 
cially  where  the  number  of  regulars  was  not  fuJlicicnt  to 
ovcr-awc  them.  He  mentioned  an  inflance,  in  whiJi  lie  had 
the  good  fortune  to  preferve  the  life  of  a  prifoiier,  but  tli::t 
it  was  with  the  utmoft  difiiculty  and  dexterity  that  he  had  ac- 
compliflied  it  by  fiealing  at  it  were  the  man  from  their  hands, 
not  by  dint, of  tlifcipline  or  threats. 

He  mentioned  that  in  the  late  affair  between  Colonel  St. 
Leger  and  General  Harkcner,  near  Fort  Stanwix,  '.Ir.itfeve- 
ral  of  the  General's  men  being  taken  prifone,,.  Sir  Jolm 
Johnfon,  who  commanded  the  fav;;-:-,  li;ii]ui',  iVveral  or  the 
prilbners,  who  from  his  own  knowl.dgc,  wi.-inoi  friends  to 
the  American  caufc,  but  forced  inlo  the  fervite,  he  feparalul 
them  fmm  the  reft  of  the  prifone,=;,  puttin-  them  into  ,i 
houfc,  and  telling  the  Indians,  that  they  were  his  friends  and 
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their  pcrfons  facrcd  ;  and  yet  in  the  night    the    houfes    were 
broke  open,  and  thdi'e  very  men  maffacred. 

Hon.  'James  Luiucll  repeated  Lord  G.  Gcnnainc's  \vorc!s,  Hon.  J. 
"  That  if  we  were  iure  the  Americans  would  not  employ  the  ^>"«'ll- 
Indians,  if  we  ceafed  to  employ  them,  he  fliould  certainly 
])refcr  neutrality  to  fuch  horrid  maliacrc."  Mr.  LuttrcU  ob- 
jefted  to  giving  minifters  the  credit  of  preferring  neutranty, 
when  that  neutrality  was  fo  evidently  in  their  power  to  be  ac- 
quired, not  by  application  to  the  favagcs,  but  to  the  Ameri- 
cans ;  for  if  both  fides  refufed  to  pay  for  fcalps,  the  Indians 
niuft  prefer  the  felling  of  furs,  venifon,  or  wikl  luwi,  to  a  hu- 
man butchery,  attended  vvitli  infinite  danger  to  iheiiill-lvc?, 
and  no  profit.  Tiiat  they  might  be  employed  as  pilot^  ;ind 
hunters,  though  he  thought  their  ihcwing  (.jciiera.l  liurg.iync 
the  liudfon's  river,  had  proved  no  advantage  to  this  coiuitry. 
He  could  not  conceive  neutrality  an  abUu'diiy,  beeauJc  it 
would  imply,  that  the  minlfter  who  fl.ited  it  to  tlie  MouTc  as  a 
wife  meafure  was  ignorant  and  uninformed  ;  and  it  was  not 
common  fenfe  to  fay  the  Americans  would  not   agree   to   it, 

iwhen  they  are  the  fuftercrs  by  the  prefent  cniployniont  of  the 
favages.  He  wiilied  for  the  papers  relrlive  to  ncgoiirtii-^ni 
*  with  Indians,  bccaufe  minifterial  ailertions  were  n.ov  ci^i;;il  10 
}  parliamentary  proof,  and  that  their  c<incealin;;  the  ;ri.;li,  im- 
I  plied  a  fear  of  being  juftly  ccnfurcd  for  a  \\anr  of  liiun.;  i;y, 
\  difgraceful  to  the  charafter  of  the  nation,  and  of  putting  this 
,      country  to  unnecellary  cxpence. 

j  Governor  Jchrijione   expatiated   on  the  h:vl  policy    of  cm-  c.-vcrmn- 

!      ploying  fuch  a  banditti.      He  gave    ihc  liighcft  c;  :,-.j/:i}ri  .it;  y.^v'.'.w.^ 

to  Mr.  Burke's  oratory,  and  exjM-elfcd  himklf  i'.:pi'y  fiiat 
f  on.this  day  ftrangers  were  not  ailmitted  into  the  gallery,  as 
!  it  might  have  been  to  be  feared,  i!>at  fo  great  would  have 
been  their  indignation  at  the  two  Lords  [North  and  Ger- 
maine]  and  to  fuch  a  pitcli  of  enthuiia'in  wuu'd  tlicy  have 
been  worked,  that  he  fliould  have  expccud  iii:j  Lordi  v.oidtl 
liave  l;ecn  torn  in  pieces  by  the  people  in  tlie\'.'.i\  to  tiicir 
houfes. 

Mr.  Rl^hy  pretty  ftrongly   declared,    tliat  there  had  been  Mr.  R;^bj, 
mifmanagement  fomewhere  ;   th.it  it  ought  to  be  e:!t|uirL-d   in- 
to, ant!  tlie  nation  receive  full  iatisfaflion. 

He  vindicated  the  meafure  of  emploving  the  favagt^,  and 
faid,  they  might  bekeiH  in  order,  a.stb.cu  w.'..  :m  iidL-i.icc  of 
General  Amherft  having  done  it  in  tlic  1  ite  \.  :ir.  [In  I'lis  he 
alluded  to  a  ftory  told  oy  CrdouLl  i;:;rr  ,  ilu,;  Gei.eral  Am- 
Kerft  had  told  the  favages,  that  for  die  futtii:;  tlicy  liiould  nor 
2  .  •  ^  iiiurdei' 
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murder  any  perfon,  upon  which  3000  of  them  left  his  canip 
the  next  night.] 

Mr.  rox.  Mr.ChnrL-s  Fo.v  obfervcd,  that  the  IJca  of  the  genik-mnii  1 
who  ("poke  laft,  of  keeping  the  favages  in  order,  was  exaftly  | 
fimilar  to  that  of  keeping  the  Americans  fo.  That  (ieatial 
Amherfi:  had  loft  all  his  men  as  foon  as  he  attempted  it,  a^  | 
this  nation  had  America.  He  proved,  from  the  dates  of  the  | 
pa,pcrs  of  the  Congrefs,  that  the  Americans  had  not  entered  j 
nito  any  treaty  with  the  favages  until  fome  months  after  the  > 
date  of  the  Englilh  treaty,  and  ihewed  that  to  prove  the  fail  f 

was  an  additional  reafon  for  producing  the  papers.  He  like- 
wife  ol)!ervved,  that  the  tone  of  minifters  was  greatly  altered: 
formerly  it  was  God  nnd  Nature  ;  now  it  was  limple  Ncd-Jpiy. 

Ld.  Nvrtl.  Lord  North  faid,  that  he  alfo  was  glad  that  no  ftrangeis 
were  admitted  on  this  day,  though  for  another  reafon,  vi/,. 
left  they  fliould  be  worked  up  into  an  indignation  aadliorror 
againft  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  tlie  Houfe,  for  de- 
claring fentiments  fo  contrary  to  thofe  which  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  country  demanded.  j 

"That  in  rcfpeft  to  the  employment  of  the  lavages,  lie  1 
looked  on  it  as  bad,  but  unavoidable  ;  that  they  were  of  lli;\t  f 
nature,  that  if  one  fide  did  not,  they  would  enter  immciiiately  | 

on  the  other.  J 

I'hat  as  to  the  Negroes  who  were  fet  at  liberty  from  tlicir         I 
mailers,  and  iniifted   to  join, our   army,  the  proclamation  of 
Lord  Dunmore  did  not  call  on  them  to  murder  their  iu:ifters  | 

ns  had  been  faid  in  the  debate,  but  only   to    take   up  arms   in         I 
defence  of  their  fovereign  ;    but   tliat   he   was  willing  Lord         | 
Dunmore's  proclamation  Ihould  be  laid  on  the  table,   that,  1! 
veprehenfiblc,  it  might  be  attended  to. 

Tluit  as  to  cruelty,  he  had  been  informed  that  fevcral  of 
the  Provincials  had  been  hanged  up,  byado/.en  at  a  time,  for 
no  other  crime  but  that  of  driving  their  hogs  or  cattle  to  ilr: 
Englilli  camp,  which  camp  was  not  in  any  need  of  provillons 
having  been  complcatly  furnllhed  from  the  country  with  as 
much  as  would  laft  them  months,  and  therefore  the  proviliinu 
int-iv!vd  to  be  brought  in  were  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhahhaiirs 
of  Philadelphia,  not  of  the  army.  He  called  on  the  military 
gentlemen  in  the  Houfe  to  declare,  if  this  proceeding  wa. 
warranted  by  the  rules  of  war  of  any  nation  whatever. 
^)eB.  as-  General  Comvny  faid,  that  the  noble  Lord's  (jueftion  could 
■^•■:/-  only  be  anfwered  by  the    circumftances  of  the  thing.     That 

when  a  town  was  belieged  or  blockaded,  and  the  Ck-nerai  who 
comma  idcd  fuch  le-ge  or  blockade,  had  hopes  of  iuccefs  by 
{t.irvln     tjic  other:,  Yincl  fliuuld  then  publifii   that  no  perfon 

U.eulJ 
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fhould  bringin  provifionson  pain  of  death,  that  a  hrcacli  of 

fuch  orders  would  be  fo  punilhed,  and  the  General  excufaljlc; 

but  if  ftorming  the  enemy  was  not  the  point  aimed   at,   they 

feldom  proceeded  to  fuch  extremities^     That  it  was  ncceffary 

to  know  the  precife  time  when  Walhington  had  done  this  (if 

he  had  done  it)  as  he  believed  there  was  a  point  of  time  when 

the  army  had  not  taken  Mud-lfland,  and  might  be  fuppofed  to 

want  provifions. 

Mr.  Gilbert  faid  a  few  words  againft  having  the  p;1pcrs.         Mr.  Ciller:. 
The  Houfc  divided,   For  the  qiiellion  137,  againil  it  223. 
Mr.  Burke  then  moved,  That  an  hi'.mble  ndthx-fs  be  pr;-  Mt.  Burh. 
fented  to  his  Majefty,   that  he  will   be   graciouily  pleafcd  1.0 
givedireftions,  that  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfc,  copies  cf 
all  treaties  and  conventions  with  the  Indians  of  North-Ame- 
rica, and    all    meflages,  fpecches,   and  fymbols,  fent  by  any 
perfons  afting  in  his  Majelly's   fcrvice,  or  under  tlieir  orders, 
from  the  ift  day  of  March  1774,  fo  far  as_the  fame  have  been 
received.     It  paffed  in  the  negative. 

That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  an  account  of  all 
money,  arms,  ammunition,  ftores,  and  the  quantity,  kind 
and  value,  of  goods  given  to  the  faid  Indians,  or  to  any  of 
them,  or  configned  to  any  perfon  to  be  given  to  them,  or  any 
of  them,  on  account  of  his  Majefly,  or  any  perfon  employed 
in  his  or  the  public  fervice,  from  the  lil  March  1774.  It 
paded  in  the  negative. 

That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  an  account  of  the 
numbers,  nations,  and  names  of  chiefs,  of  the  American 
Indians,  who  have  been  in  arms  againft  the  colonies  in  North 
America,  lince  ift  March  1774;  as  alfo  of  thofe  who  hava 
afted  in  his  Majefty's  armies,  with  their  ftate  and  numbers, 
as  by  the  laft  returns,  and  where  employed.  It  palled  in  the 
negative. 

That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfc,  an  account  of  the 
number  of  Negroes  of  Virginia,  who  have  repaired  to  his 
Majefty's  ftandard,  from  the  ift  of  March  1774,  and  the 
corps  which  they  formetl  or  were  embodied  in,  together  with 
the  names  of  the  officers  commanding  the  faid  corps,  and  lerv- 
ing  therein  ;  as  alfo  their  number  and  condition,  as  by  the  laft: 
return.     It  palled  in  the  negative. 

That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefentcd  to  his  Majefty,  that 
he  will  be  graciouily  pkafed  to  give  dircftions,  that  there  be 
laid  before  this  Houft,  copies  of  all  orders  given,  and_  infor- 
mations received,  relating  to  the  raiftng  Negroes  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's fervice,  in  .North  Carolina  ?jid  South  Carolina.  It 
palled  in  the  ne,  atu-c.     Adjourned  to  February  9. 

Vol.  VIU.  Aaa  F^'-'- 


Private  buflnefs. 
No  debate. 
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February  IT. 

Houfe  in  committee  on  the  Rate  of  tlic  nation.     JJcforc  tisf 
LJ.  N^vib.    Speaker  left  the  chair,   Lord  North  laid,   he  Ihould  on  TueC- 
day  next  (the  17th)  propole  to  the  ilouie  a  plan  ofconcilia- 
tiori  witli  America. 
Mr.  Fm.  JNTr.  Pultency  having  taken  the  cliair,   Tvlr.  Fox  rofe,   and 

flated  a  great  niunlier  of  fafts  relative  to  the  army  ferving  in 
America,  which  fafts  were  founded  on  concluiions,  fronuhe 
information  on  the  talde. 

He  obfervcd,  that  tiiere  wa;  fucli  a  number  of  effcillvc  men 
in  America  (6864)  in  tl>e  year  J774  ;  that  by  comparing  the 
rcinforceincnts  fcntout  the  nc:-:tycar,  added  to  the  forccs'ihcn 
on  the  foot,  with  the  returns  at  the  conclufion  of  that  year, 
it  would  give  the  total  detii  icnrv,  which  under  its  fevcral 
heads  amounted  to  the  total  lofs ;  \o  with  the  year;  1776  and 
1777:  thus  by  adding  to  the  number  of  men  ferving  in  Ame- 
rica the  firft  year,  the  reinforcements  am!  recruits  of  each 
fuccefiive  year,  and  comparing  the  amount  of  thofe  (i;v(.ral 
.  totaU  with  the  laft  returns,  the  dlfl"ercnce  between  the  laittr 
and  the  former  Ihcwcd  exactly  tiie  lofs  of  men  llain  in  battle, 
or  dead,  or  otherwife  inc;ipacitatcd  for  feivlce,  by  v/ouaiU, 
captivity,   and  ficknefs. 

This,  he  obfervcd,  was  the  lirlt  part  of  his  plan,  to  afcer- 
tain  the  lofs  of  lives,  and  lofs  of  fervice,  under  their  rclpec- 
tivc  heads  ;  the  other  part  of  it  would  be,  to  ettimate  the  lofs 
of  treafurc,  which  he  computed,  at  the  lowed;  computation, 
to  be  full  twenty- five  millions  I'pcnr,  whi'.h,  with  tu'cirv 
thoufand  lives  loft,  that  being  the  diitereacc,  h.e  faid,  If.'twe.i! 
the  troops  ferving  in  Anrerica  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  and  the  whole  of  the  embarkations,  he  appealed  to  the 
judgment  of  the  committee,  whether  it  was  not  full  time  (e(Mi- 
fidering  that  wc  had  gained  nothing,  or  next  to  nothir.g,  hy 
this  fital  conteil  Ivthcrto,  but  a  powerful,  nuniciL'ii',  :ind 
well-difcipHned  enemy,  inftead  of  ati  undli;ipli,icd  r,ii)i)!-,  10 
contend  with)  to  tltink  ot  the  critical  and  ahirming  lilu.nion 
of  public  airairs.  ^Vh■:ther  our  refnuvces  of  iiu-n  .md  nitaiey 
wete  equal  to  the  difficult  and  lia/.anlous  ta(k  of  comiueu  ;  or 
if  that  Ihould  appear,  on  enquiry,  to  be  toially  im,)i  leiica- 
blc,  whether  Parliament  fliouki  not,  and  tli.it  unai'.i'u^rclv, 
devife  '/omemeans  for  putting  an  end  to  orr  pu'jlic  ca'  uniti.--, 
and  ci..'.cavour   to  avert"  thofe  imniiiieiu'd.uV'Lrs  witii  wliich 
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wc  arc  threatened  on  every  fiJc.  If  mlniflers  while  they  hold 
out  the  phm,  will  at  the  ihinc  time  have  the  candour  to  ac- 
(juaint  the  Houfc,  how  nmch  trealure  has  been  wafted,  how 
many  lives  have  been  loft,  how  many  dilgraces  had  been 
brought  on  the  nation,  by  this  mad,  improvident,  and  de- 
ftruftive  war,  he  would  moft  certainly  join  them  ;  that  tweii- 
ty-ftve  millions  of  money  had  been  already  fpent,  or  the 
faith  of  the  nation  hath  been  pledged  for  the  expenditure  ; 
and  that  twenty  thoufand  lives  had  been  thrown  away  to  no 
manner  of  purpofe  ;  but,  if  at  all  prafticable,  to  make  conci- 
liation infinitely  more  difficult  than  if  the  fword  had  never 
been  drawn,  a  ihiUing  fpent,   or  a  life  loft. 

He  gave  the  moft  ample  tcftimony  to  the  bravery  and  good 
conduft  of  the  generals ;  and  contended,  that  they  mifcar- 
ried,  not  for  want  of  Ikill  in  their  profcHion,  or  from  neg- 
left  of  duty,  but  merely  bccaiife  they  were  eniplovcJ.  in  a 
fLr^ue,  in  which  it  was  mipoliible  for  them  to  fuccecd  ;  and 
if  minifters  fhcwed  any  trace  of  wifdom  throughout  their 
whole  conduft,  !t  was  in  their  choice  of  the  officers  they  ient 
our,  tlioigh  they  now  bafely  inlinuated,  that  it  was  only  in 
the  choice  of  generals  that  they  were  deceived  ;  and  that  it 
was  to  their  fault  alone,  that  all  our  miicarriages  in  the  pro- 
I'ecution  of  the  meafures  couUl  be  juftly  imputed. 

He  faid,  he  had  been  informed,  tliat  it  was  inteniled  to 
fend  out  other  generals,  and  on  that  ground,  that  great  ex- 
peftations  were  formed  from  the  next  campaign  :  liur,  for 
ills  part,  he  expefted,  that  whoever  iliould  fuccecd  lo  the 
pieleiit  gentlemen  in  command,  would  juft  meet  wilh  the 
lame  fate  of  their  prccleccll'urs  ;  they  would  be  one  day 
charged  with  indolence,  inaftivity,  ami  want  of  i'pirit  ;  with 
a  tlefigned  procraftination  (.■(  the  war,  fmm  motives  ol  lucre 
and  private  intercft  ;  and  llic  next,  with  C^iixotii'm,  knight- 
errantry,  and  exceeding  tl-.e  mftruftions  untler  which  they  were 
to  aft.  He  turned  again  to  the  intended  propniit'.on  ot  the  no- 
ble Lord  in  ths  blue  ribbon,  and  uHiiredlils  Lordiltip,  that  if 
his  plan  was  a  fair,  open  one,  founded  m  juftice  and  good 
jiolicy,  and  warranted  l^y  the  principles  of  the  conftitution, 
he  would  venture  to  anfucr  for  his  fide  of  the  Houfe,  that  it 
would  meet  wiih  th.eir  moft  hearty  concurrence.  Ho  feared 
it  v.-ould  not  anfwer  this  defcrijnion  ;  becaufe  he  coidd  hard- 
ly be  perfuailed,  unlefs  the  idea  of  tyranny,  cruelty,  and 
nieanncfs  were  infeparable,  that  the  fame  men  who  had  re  • 
jeftcd  the  moft  humble  petitions  and  dutiful  remonftrancci 
with  haughtinef.  and  contempt,  could  ever  confent  to  hoUl 
out  any   plan   \  hirfh  was  meant  to  Ic'cuie  thofc  right..   wLieii 
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they  hnd  all  along  attempted  to  annihilate  by  the  fword,  there- 
by adding  tyranny  and  cruelty  to  oppreiHon  and  injiiiVicc, 
He  then  read  his  fcveral  refolutions,  which  amounted  to  twelve 
in  number  ;  that  there  was  iuch  a  number  of  troops  in  Ame- 
rica in  1774,  fo  many  lent  in  1775,  total  of  that  year,  ami 
fo  on  with  1776  and  1777,  which  ought,  on  the  wiiolo,  in 
the  latter  year  to  have  amouiUed  ro  48jOOO  effective  men  and 
a  fraflion;  that  by  the  hill  reiurns,  foreigners  and  Britilli  in- 
cluded, did  not  amount  to  more  than  28,000,  conleijuenlly 
the  lofs  was  ?.0,000  men.  From  whence  he  drew  this  conclu- 
flon,  that  if  with  fuch  a  nuiidscr  of  troops  fo  little  could  be  done, 
it  was  clear,  that  the  carrying  on  the  war,  cither  to  terrify  the 
American^  into  obedience,  or  to  uibduethern,  was  impraflicabtc. 
His  firft  rcfolution  moved  wa^  ;  Refolved,  that  it  appears 
to  this  committee,  that  in  the  year  1774,  the  whole  of  die 
land  forces  ferving  in  North  America  did  not  amount  to  more  . 

than  6864  efl'edive  men,  ofliccrs  included.  | 

Lord  Rary'inoton  faid,  he  highly  difapprovcd  of  the  motion,  l 

lord  Bar-   as  improper  and  ill-timed  :   but  when  he  knew   fomc  of  the 
rii^^ttn.        honourable  gentleman's  pi'opolcd  reiolutie'ns  were  nut  found-  1 

cd  in  faft,  he  had  no  difhcidty  in  giving  them  a  direft  nega-         >| 
tlve.     The  honourable  gentleman  flated,   that  20,000  men  I 

had  been  lofl  already  in  this  war  ;  this,  he  contended,  was 
founded  in  grofs  error,  for,  by  the  returns  which  he  had  in 
his  liand,  it  plainly  appeared,  that  iiitlcad  of  20,000  nn-n 
being  loll,  the  whole  amount  of  the  killetl,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  three  years  war,  was  no  mere  than  1200.  He  tljd  not 
mean  to  include  in  that  number  tliofe  who  died  natural  deaths, 
or  dcferted,  or  were  made  prifoncrs,  or  were  unfit  fur  i'crvicc 
through  wounds  or  iicknefs,  but  fuch  only  as  were  llain  \\\ 
battle.  If,  therefore,  the  refolution  concerning  the  lois  of 
men  was  to  go  out  into  the  world,  it  would  convey  a  very 
falfe  idea,  and  looking  on.it  in  that  light,  he  ihould  give  (t 
liis  hearty  negative. 

Mr.  GrcnvUlc,  in  an  animated  fpeech,  condemned  the  con- 
Mr.  Grc-  dufl;  of  the  American  war.  He  acknowledged,  that  he  :d- 
'"''''  ways  thought,   and   fliould  ever  continue   to  think,    he    llv; 

event  of  the  prcfent  conteft  what  it  may,  that  Parlinmeiit 
had  a  right  to  have  a  controul  over  America  ;  to  levy  taMt>,  to 
regulate  its  trade,  and  fecure  the  monopoly  of  its  commerce. 
The  eftablifning  and  maintaining  of  colonies  ft'ould  be  folly, 
were  it  otherwifc  ;  the  protcfting  them,  when  they  were  not 
able  to  proteft  and  defend  themfclves,  at  a  very  great  expence, 
which  lias  ever  been,  and  always  mufl  be  the  cafe,  from  ihc 
jiatvire  c'luch  e{l;ablilliri.cnt5,    would  not^c  I'oUv,  but  mad- 
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nefs  in  the  extreme,  if,  wlien  ihey  arrived  at  a  ftatc  of  ftrcngth 
and  maturity,  to  be  no  longer  in  want  of  our  aid,  lliey  were 
to  be  at  liberty  entirely  to  throw  off  all  dependence,   and  dil- 
claim  all  conneaion  with  the  parent-ftate,  and,  by  lo  doing, 
eflablidi  their  own  greatnefs  on  the  ruin  of  the  mother-coun- 
try.    It  was  upon  thefe  principles  that  he  liad  fupporltd  the 
war,  in  which  he  had  but  one  objeft,  revenue.    Ihc.c  princi- 
ples were  now  become  merely  matter  of  Ipeculalion  ;  luch  as 
they  were,  however,   he  Ihoukl  ever  retain  them  :   he  there- 
fore did  not  mean  by  his  vote  of  that  day  to  abandon  them  ; 
hut  meant  toconfider  the  queftion  of  expediency,  which  muil 
decide  upon  the  war.      He  deplored  the  dilgrace  ln-ou;.du  not 
upon  our  arms,  but  on  our  counfels,  by  the  rafli  v.nd:!;,ef  ed  ex- 
•  pedition  from  Canada.  He  lamented  the  little  prote'^aion  given 
to  our  commerce,   tl-.c  weight  of  infurance,    the  uute  oi    our 
public  credit ;  to  thefe  circumflanccs  he  mufl  yield  ;  but  that 
he  hoped  the  day  of  retribution  would  come,  when  miiufUis 
might  b.e  called  to  a  feverc  account  for  the  infamy  wliieh  they 
have  brought  uj-'m  this  country,  by  their  conduft  ol   ;•.  war, 
into  which  ihcy  had  deceived  the  country,   by  promiies  of  a 
revenue  which  they  i:ow  abandoned.      He  olilcrved,  that  the 
noble  Lord   at  the  head   of  the   treafury,  had  informed  the 
Honfe,  that  he  would,  in  a  few  days,   pvopofe  to  its  confide- 
ration  a  plan  of  conciliation.     He  imceiely  v.ilhed  it  might 
ihcceed  ;    but  he  had  every  reafon  in  the  world  to  believe  it 
would  not.    A  previous  confidence  between  the  parties  war.  the 
very  hal's  of  c:\erv  fpeeies  of  treaty-m.iking.     The  ncb'e  Lord 
himfclf  would  not  venture  to  fay,  that  was  the  cafe  between  mi- 
niflers  and  the  prefent  croveru'.ng  powers  in  America.     It  was 
well  known,  that  every  polhble  occafion  had  been  given  by  the 
preient  adminiftration,   to  fix  in  ihe  brcaffs  of  the  people  of 
America,   and  their  leaders,   the  moft  rooted  hatred  and    in- 
veterate rancour.     Under  Uich  circumftanecs  of  difappoint- 
iTient  and  diigrace  on  one  lide,  and  i'uch  provocations  on  the 
other,  he  would  appeal  to  the  candour  of  thofc  wliolc  dilpo- 
fnions  might  carry  them  to  the  greateft.  lengths,  in  jioinr  of 
expcftation,   whether  there  was  the  moll  dillant   profpefl  of 
any   good  to  a rlie  from  a  treaty,  when  conduced  by  men  on 
thepartof  Cieat  Britain,  who  were  univerfally  execrated Jrom 
one  end  of  thJ  Nprth  American  continent  to  the  other— Men, 
vvhofe  befl  and  fincereft  intentions  would  be  only  interpreted 
as  lures  to  cnfnare  and  betray.     He  was  ready  to  give  the  no- 
ble Lord  all  i^ofTible  credit  for  his  candour  ;  but  whatt  ver  his 
intentions  may  be,  he  feared  that  the  cfTea  of  his  jiropofed 
plan,  partly  fnmt-ricreafoxis  juft  merftioned,  and  j^arrly  fioia 
'^  the 
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tfic  nature  of  the  phn  itfelf,  woultl  he,  not  to  be  acceptetl  (ji 
by  America  ;  which  would  fuvniili  miniltcrs  with  an  apology 
to  try  the  experiment  of  one  more  fatal  and  dlfgraccful  cam- 
pai'Tu  ;  after  which,  he  would  venture  to  prcdift,  that  ail 
further  attempts  to  fubdue,  or  treat  with  iVmcrica,  would  Ijl- 
at  an  end,  and  that  country  irrctrievalily  !"11  for  ever  to  this. 
He  concluded  in  nearly  "the  foilnwing'words  :  I'he  moment 
5s  critical.  I  do  not  think,  notwiiluiandinj  all  that  has  hap- 
pened, but  the  colonics  miy,  by  piopcr  iiicnlurcs,  be  yet 
brought  back  to  a  flate  of  coaOitutional  obedience  ;  and  that 
U'e  may  once  more  recover  thr'r  affeftions.  It  there  be  ;i 
man,  who  has  ferved  this  nation  with  honjur  to  'umltU,  and 
glory  to  his  country  ;  if  there  be  a  man,  who  has  carried  the 
arms  of  Tiritain  triuni]ihant  to  every  qi-.artcrul  t!ic  i;U)he,  aiid^ 
that  beyond  the  moll:  fanguine  cxpjftutions  nf  tiie  pcopbj  ;  if 
there  be  a  man  of  whom  the  hoafe  of  l;ourl«in  fcands  more 
peculiarly  in  awe  ;  if  there  be  a  man  in  this  country,  uho 
unit-s  the  confidence  of  England  and  Ameriia,  is  uol  ii-  llic 
proper  perfon  to  treat  with  America,  and  not  ihofc  who  have 
uniformly  deceived  or  opprelled  them  ?  There  is  not  one 
jirefcnt,  who  is  ignorant  of  the  perfon  to  v\  imm  I  ailiuie. 
YoLi  all  know  that  I  mean  a  noMc  and  near  i^J.af.jn  :  [Lord 
Chatham.]  He  is  the  man  wliom  his  >,I;';c:'_y  ougiit  to  call 
to  his  councils,  bccaufe  the  AnvriLans  rev.  il  hi,n,  and  rhc 
luibiad'cd  part  of  the  nation  wouKl  moil  ^licarfuUv  trull  their 
dearell  intercfts  with  him.  I  know  the  little  paltry  iuiinua- 
tions  V,  hich  may  be  throv.'n  out  againll  the  language  1  now 
hold  ;  ^\i:i  only  fay  to  them,  that  I  defpife  thern  a^  mucii  a:,  I'lliall 
do  ap.y  man  capable  of  iifing  them 
not  tiie  man  nor  the  olijeft  in  tliis 
me  crofs  that  board  againfc  my  opi 
will  a:  lead  give  muVrcdit  for  ihe 

liver  it ;  and  if  it  iball  be  found,  that  it  is  to  him  to  wl;oi.i  tli^ 
nation  looks  forward  for  its  fabation,  it  is  a  duty  which  1  an 
bold  to  fay  his  Maiclly  owes  to  his  people,  to  avail  hiinrelf  o 
'  fuch  refpcaable  alhllance. 

Lord  North  faid,  as  he  never  meant  to  negotiate  away  il: 
rights  of  tliis  country,  to  procure  himfelf  any  te.inpor:ii  y  cin 
venience  ;  io  he  never  wlihed  to  encroach  on  thole  ot  Anic 
rica.  His  C)wn  private  opinion  i,e\cr  \  aned  :  but  it  his  pro 
polition  (hould  not  meet  v.dth  the  approSatioii  of  the  n^/auil 
of  that  H'lufe,  or  that  it  fhould  un.'.ergo  any  alreratu.n,  i 
either  event,  he  would  gladly  ac  quicl'ce.  As  to  the  pan  in: 
lar  fav'iurable  di.fpofnio.i  of  Aincrica  towards  indiviiiuals  < 
parties    a  thai  or  the  oiuer  nuule,   by  evt:y  thing   that   li.i 
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yet  nppearcJ,  all  men  nnd  all  parties  fccnu-d  equally  ob- 
noxious to  thcin  ;  and  whenever  propoiitlons  came  to  be 
made,  he  was  inclined  to  believe  the  objeft  of  the  colonies 
would  not  be- who  it  was  that  made  them,  but  whether  they 
were  iuch  as  anlwered  their  own  expe£lations.  For  his  part, 
lie  was  ready  and  willing  to  relign  the  dilagreealjle  tnik  to 
whoever  was  thought  belter  qnalificd,  and  was  contci^tLd  to 
accept  of  it.  He  wilhcd  as  fincore'y  for  pacification  as  any 
one  perfon  in  eith.cr  Houfc  ;  and  fo  the  en:!  was  obtained,  it 
was  a  matter  of  no  confequence  to  him  by  whom,  or  in  what 
manner  it  was  obtained.  He  then  fpokc  to  the  qucllion,  and 
was  againft  the  motion,  faying,  that  though  he  had  approved 
of  the  purport  of  tlic  motion,  lie  could  not  agree  to  it  v.'hilc 
there  remained  fo  great  a  difference  in  rf.c  calculation,  be- 
tween the  honourable  gentleman  wlio  raaLic  it,  and  the  noble 
Lord  from  whofc  particular  olfico  the  papers  came.  If,  there- 
fore, the  motion  was  not  witlu'.rawn  till  the  diflcrctice  in  cal- 
culation, which.  uMs  in  the  proportion  of  lixtcen  to  one,  was 
reconciled,  he  Ihould  move  to  report  fome  progreis. 

Mr.  Burke  remarked  that  the  fentlmcats,  opinion?,  pro- Mr. /7a;l:. 
mifes  and  alTuranccs  of  the  miiiifter,  were  conftantly  in  a  re- 
gular, fuccenivc,  uniiorm  ilatc  of  contraditfion  to  each  other, 
in  refpett  of  every  matter  relative  to  the  American  meafures 
and  American  war.  On  the  prcfent  occafion,  he  rofe  inftant- 
ly,  hefaid,  after  the  noble  Lord  [Lord  North]  left,  if  he 
deferred  it  only  a  i-:\\  minutes  longer,  the  noble  Lord';,  mc- 
inory  might  fad  him.  ^    ■ 

Lord  (J//_?7.7  was  againft  tlie  motion,    and  declared  liimfelf  l.,i.  On^/^j. 
to  be  againft  any  meafure  of  accommodation,    fliort  of  corn- 
pelling  America,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  acknowledge  the  fu- 
prcme  right  of  Parliament. 

Sir  Richard  Sutton  fpokc  nearly  to  the  fame  purport,  and  ex-  sir  R].l^. 
prelled  his  difapprobation  of  the  refolulion,  as  only  tending  ■i"""- 
to  encourage  our  rebellious  fubjcfts  in  America  to  refule  eve- 
ry reafonable  plan   of  accommodation  which  minifters  might 
think  proper  to  olTcr  them. 

Lord  Nii[^nit  was  againft  the  propofcd  refolution.  He  af-  L.l.  Nug.r.t, 
firmed,  on  his  cont'cience,  he  was  fatislied  ihat  minifters  had 
purfued  the  bcft  meafures,  though  ihcy  had  unhappily  failed. 
As  there  was  fo  imnienfc  a  diflercnce  lietween  the  accounts  of 
the  two  honoura'jlc  gentlemen  [Mr.  Vox  and  Lord  Harring- 
ton] he  could  not  fee,  till  that  was  i'ettlcd,  how  it  was  polii- 
ble  for  the  debate  to  be  continued.  Hefaid,  he  difapproved 
of  this  enquiry  fr.'ni  the  beginning  ;  a-^d  cxpcriencehad  taught 
him,  that  a  mul;"nlicity  of  papers  ferved  not  to  inform  but  to 

perplex  ; 
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perplex-  ;  and  rehtcd  the  following  anecdote,  in  p.-nof  of  his 
general  aflfcrilon.  The  late  King,  foon  after  his  acc-idion.  ' 
told  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  that  he  would  hlmfclf  fee  all  pap?r-i 
of  confidence,  before  any  mcafures  were  takrn  upon  them. 
Sir  Robert  was  alarmed,  and  went  to  confult  hi",  brother  Ho- 
race, what  was  bell  to  be  done.  Horace  feeing  him  fo  unca- 
fy,  laughed,  and  advifcd  him  to  give  the  King  more  than  he 
alksd  ;  "  Give  him  all  the  papers,  and  I  dare  fay,  he  will 
foon  have  enough  of  them."  Sir  Robert  tool;  his  advice,  and 
carried  him  a  c^rt  full,  telling  his  Majcfty,  that  he  had  paid 
feveral  extra  clerks,  to  alliU  >n  getting  more  ready  ;  and  in- 
formed him  further,  that  he  believed,  when  the  whole  were 
copied,  they  would  fill  five  carts  more.  The  King  told  him, 
he  need  not  get  any  more  ready  till  he  lieard  his  further  di- 
reftions  on  the  fubjcft  ;  the  confequence  of  which  was,  tliau 
Sir  Robert  never  heard  a  fyllable  more  of  papers  from  his  Ma- 
jefty  as  long  as  he  remained  in  office.  His  Lordihip  con- 
cluded with  moving,  that  the  chairman  fliould  leave  the 
chair,  report  fome  prngrefs,  and  dclire  leave  to  fit  again. 
Mr.  r.  Mr.  T.  To'MnJJjoid  Vi^iWuA,  that  the  honourable  gentleman's 

TmnpjcvJ.  twelve  rcfolutions  did  not  amount  to  twelve  cart-loads,  nor 
did  all  the  papers  called  for  ;  but  if  the  noble  T.ord  who  con- 
troverted the  truth  of  fome. of  the  rcfolutions  [Lord  Barring- 
ton]  font  in  papers  of  a  different  complexion  to  thole  he  fpohc 
from  hiinfelf,  and  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  it  was  iio  woii- 
^  dcr  there  were  mifiakes  in  the  calculations,  and  jiul  llich  mif- 
takes  too  as  tlie  noble  Lord  plcafcd.  In  tiie  courfc  of  \\-i 
fpcech,  he  mentioned  tint  to  hi;  hao.vl.dgc,  miniilers  lia  I 
lafl  week  fcnt  leave  of  abfeni':  ro  Lijncral  Howe,  wiiu  would 
doubtlefs  be  on  his  return  lio;iv;  wiicn  t'lC  no'/.c  Lord's  con- 
ciliatory propofition  arrived  m  America. 
;.ord>A,.  Lord  John  Cavcr.dlfh  cnux-.iX^A  the  ce^nimiitee  to  turn  '-.s 
C-vinilif,.  attention" from  trifles,"  and  think  ferioully  0,1  the  ftute  of  thi<; 
country  ;  and  whether  t'leir  properties  in  bind  and  (locks  were 
not  now  too  nearly  at  ll.il.e,  not  to  lliggcil:  the  mofc  alarmin.; 
apprehendons.  The  funds  dally  falling  in  value,  commcroe 
rapidly  declining,  in  his  opinion,  were  motives  fufficient  tu 
rouff  ib.c  nation  to  a  nioper  fenfe  of  danger. 
Mr.  £/.';j.  Mr,  7i'.75  ccnfured  the  enquiry,  f:;id  i^  could  be  produftivc 
ofnorofd,  and  might  of  great  milchief;  faid,  that  a  fall  of 
flock,  end  fnfpenlion  ofcomincrce  in  '^mt  of  its  iiranclics, 
were  the  ufual,  nay  the  inevitalile  confcquenccs  of  a  ftatc  of 
war;  bnv  independent  of  any  other  conlideration,  he  fhould 
vote  tc  idiourn  the  co;'.;mittce,  and  repo^';  fome  progrefs,  be- 
caufe     :  wa<  evident,    '.hat  th;  honourable   '/.entleinan   who 
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moved  the  rcfoUitions  wns  mlftakcn  in   the  calculations   cu 
which  ijicy  v\erc  foundoi.!, . 

Colonel  Biinr,  after  maintaining  the  tnidi  of  the  refolu-  CjI.  i^,./, 
tions  niovcii  by  his  honourable  friend,  obfcrvcd  en  t!ie  pro- 
pofilion  proniilcd  by  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ril)bon  on 
Tuclday,  that  he  cxpcfted  no  good  from  it,  as  the  conduft 
of  niiniflers  had  from  the  fn'fl  of  the  American  builnefs  lieen 
fiiullling  (for  it  defervcd  no  better  name)  boilt  to  tliis  coun-' 
try  and  the  colonics. 

iNIr.  Fox  iiihlted  that  2C,oco  men  had  been  lofl,  at  kr.flMr.  Fix. 
the  greater  part  of  them,  to  this  country,  thougu  they  were 
not  all  llain  in  battle  ;  and  he  defied  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  war  department  to  prove  where  6000  of  them, 
including  pnfoners  or  iick,  were  to  be  had  ;  for  that  by  the 
laft  returns  the  Britifli  and  foreign  troops  amounted  to  no 
more  than  ;8,ooo,  though  we  paid  for  48,000  iv.en. 

Mr.  /hthrcy,  after  having  fpoke  to  the  cjucflion,  in  which  Mr. /Airrj'. 
he  praifed  th.e  conduft  of  the  Americans,  particularly  their 
mode  of  making  war,  by  which  he  flicvved  the  impollibility 
of  liicccfs  by  our  arms,  concluded  with  oljferving,  that  all  he 
fliould  fay  to  the  intended  motion  of  reconciliation  juft  men- 
tioned by  the  noble  Lord  [Lord  North]  was,  that  after  the 
violent  mcal'ures'  fo  long  carried  on  by  that  noble  Lord, 
and  his  equally  violent  declarations  of  perfevering  in  tliem, 
until  he  had  lirought  America  proflrate  at  his  feet,  he  could 
not  but  look  upon  that  intended  motion  as  a  proof  that  the 
noble  Loril  thought  fuccefs  hopelefs,  and  pcrfeverance  im- 
pr.aicable. 

(jcncral  Co?;z(.'i7_v  replied  to  Lord  lla.vington,  and  faid,  ifccncra! 
his  honourable  friend  had  been  miflakcn,  it  mi;R  lie  becaufe '^"'■'"'"j'' 
he  was  deliguediy  letl'aflray  by  tlie  manner  the  office  papers 
were  made  out.  7'his  however  could  not  properly  atfcft  the  ■ 
truth  of  his  other  refolutions,  though  he  had  b-.  en  miflaken 
in  one  or  two  ;  but  he  was  convinced  that  every  one  of  them 
wa-.  I'ubftantially  right. 

The  Houfe  divided  ;  ayes,  to  report  forne  rrcgicu,   263  ; 
noes,  149. 

Adjourned  to  Fcbruarv  13. 

Fd-n.aryi-. 

Houfe  in  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  Bulkr  moved,  that  781,91 1/.  "be  .crrr.r.tcd  for  ihc  oidi-  '.li-.  Vuiu,. 
nary  and  extraordinary  fervicesof  tlie  a;ivy  for  1778,      With 
refpeft  to  the  cftimatcs  of  both  rhcie  Ih', '.':':-;.  Uc  iiiid.   that 

Vol.  Vin.  B  b  b  di?y 
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they  did  not  differ  very  materially  from  the  grants  of  pre- 
ceding years. 
y.U.timpk  ^Ir.  Temple  LuttreU.  He  faid  he  was  very  glad  to  meet 
Luiiril.  ^i^g  gentlemen  of  the  Admiralty-Board  in  Committee,  hecaiife 
he  might  be  indulged  with  rifing  a  lecond  and  third  time,  if 
called  upon  fo  to  do.  He  remarked,  that  a  noble  Lord  [Lord 
Mulgrave]  had,  on  a  former  day,  when  the  Speaker  was  in  the 
chair,  accufed  him  of  ufing  too  fevere  a  language  towards  a 
noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  navy  department.  This  he 
difavowed  ;  he  had  indeed  charged  that  peribn  with  dangerous 
and  grofs  errors  in  his  public  capacity  ;  and  he  held  it  in- 
cumbent on  him  to  fupport  fuch  an  attack  by  very  fubflantial 
proofs,  which  he  was  now  ready  to  undertake  ;— he  had  been 
alfo  allowed  the  lad  official  returns  of  the  fquadron  of  Ja- 
maica, "  left,  as  was  thrown  out  by  a  formal  oppofition  to  his 
requeft,  he  might  prefume  the  motion  made  by  him  was  of 
fome  material  confcquence."  He  had,  at  the  fame  time, 
been  told,  with  a  contemptuous  fneer,  and  much  affurancc, 
"  that  he  might  go  home  with  what  glee  he  was  maftcr  of, 
fully  perfuaded  that  the  Britilh  navy  was  not  in  the  bad  ftaie 
he  had  flattered  himfelf  to  be  the  cafe."  For  his  part,  he 
could  never  admit,  that,  in  a  Houfe  of  Parliament,  the  im- 
portance of  any  public  queftion  was  to  be  adjudged  from  the 
individual  weight  and  authority  of  the  member  who  fuggcft'jd 
it;  in  that  Houfe  all  members  were  equal  in  their  delegated 
charafter  from  the  people  ;  and  from  whatever  quarter  a 
motion  might  originate,  it  ought  to  ftand  or  fall  by  its  own 
intrinfic  merits;  neither  did  he,  by  any  means,  rejoice  in  the 
calamitous  ftate  of  the  Britifli  fleet ;  he  thought  he  gave  the 
ftrongcft  and  cleareft  dcmonftration  of  his  carneft  wiflies  to 
have  the  navy  reftored  to  its  former  flourifning  condition. 
When  he  was  thus  zealous  to  inveftigate  and  coneft  the  real 
abufes,  frauds,  and  iniquitous  praftices  made  ufe  of  by  the 
Admiralty,  he  exprelfed  his  wiflies,  that  the  Houfe,  in  the 
Committee  upon  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  would  have  began 
their  enquiry  by  firft  tonfldcring  what  naval  force  we  could 
sftually  command,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture  with  France  and 
Spain;  it  is  on  the  fuperiority  of  our  fleet  the  lafety  of  Great 
Britain  muft  depend  ;  and  the  examination  into  the  fufhcien- 
cy  of  our  land-forces  for  the  internal  duty  of  thefe  iflands, 
whether  i6,oco  or  more,  muft  arife  out  of  the  prior  decifion, 
whetlrer  wc  had  maritime  ftrength  enough  to  keep  the  French 
from  landing  on  our  coaft  under  cover  of  a  fuperior  fquadron 
offiiips  of  war;  but  he  made  no  doubt  the  gentlemen  of  the 
^  minority 
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minority,  with  whom  he  had  hitherto  uniformly  co-operated, 
would  not  be  diipofed  to  wafle  time  in  cjueftions  of  trifling 
detail,  or  at  befl  of  but  fecondary  import,  which  might  juflly 
draw  down  the  cenfurcof  the  whole  nation  on  the  proceeding 
of  Parliament  at  this  crifis;  therefore  hoped  they  would  fe- 
rioufly  and   effcftually  urge  the  important  conHderations  of  ;   • 

the  ftate  of  the  Britilh  fleet,  and  difcuffions  of  fuch  magni- 
tude as  fundamentally  affeftcd  the  intcrcfl  and  prefervation  of 
the  empire. 

Mr.  Luttrell  denied  that  the  eflimatcs  were  materially  the 
fame  as  in  other  years  :  the  extraordinary  fum  total  exceed- 
ing any  of  former  times  by  50,000/.  and  the  ordinary  repairs, 
wear  and  tear,  &:c.  of  fliips  out  of  commifTion,  when  there 
are  only  about  fourfcore  on  that  lift,  comes  to  as  much  as  was 
charged  on  250  fliips  and  veflels  of  the  like  defcription,  be- 
fore the  American  war  broke  out,  being  little  fliort  of 
170,000/. 

Mr.  Ellis  alTured  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpokclafl,  Mr.  EUiu 
he  had  been  much  miiinformed;  that  he  rather  commended 
than  blamed  his  zeal  for  urging  an  enquiry  into  the  large 
fums  granted  for  the  ufes  of  the  navy  ;  he  confeffed  that,  in 
general,  they  met  with  too  little  regard  from  the  members  of 
that  Houfe ;  but  he  could  venture  to  aflure  the  honourable 
gentleman,  that  he  had  been  much  miiinformed  as  to  the 
mal-application  of  the  liberal  gifts  of  Parliament  for  that 
moll  ellentialobieft  ; — he  had  been  long  well  acquainted  with 
the  navy  department,  and  been  honoured  more  than  once  with 
a  poll  of  rank  and  confidence  in  that  line;  he  had  not  ob-  ' 
ferved  any  grofs  abufes  in  thole  who  now  prefided  over  it,  and 
hoped  the  navy  was  in  a  much  better  fituation  than  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  furmifed,  and  would  io  be  found 
when  the  day  of  trial  fliould  come  ; — there  mull,  of  courfe, 
be  vaft  grants  for  fo  exteniive  a  department  of  government  as 
that  of  our  marine,  efpecially  for  building,  rebuilding,  and 
repairs,  immediately  after  the  clofe  of  fuch  a  weighty  war  as 
the  laft,  when  the  ihips  would  be  found  in  a  great  meafure 
worn  out,  and  mufl  be  replaced  with  new  ones;  and  there- 
fore, for  a  few  years  of  the  peace  juil  following  war,  your 
eftimates  will  be  higher  than  in  fublequent  times.  As  to  the 
article  of  the  monies  granted  for  the  navy,  the  Admiralty 
Board  could  only  be  made  accountable  for  fuch  fums  as  they 
aftually  drew  out  of  the  Treafury,  and  not  for  all  the  lums 
which  were  voted  by  Parliament  upon  efli mates  ftated  to  be 
for  that  fet'vice.  He  did  not  v/onder  U  gentlemen  being  fur- 
B  b  b  2         '  prifed- 
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jjriffd  nt  the  magnitude  of  fuins  demamlcd  for  repairs,  In;!  ut-  j 
tributcdtlie  necelTityof  luch  demands  to  the  hndncfs  of  tim-'  S 
ber  with  which  many  of  our  new  fliips  had  been  huilr,  hut  1 
that  he  ho|ied  the  quantity  of  timber  in  our  dock-yards  would  I 
give  time  for  the  wood  to  be  better  fealbncd,  and  titicr  for  | 
fcrvice;  a  quantity,  he  faid,  never  known  in  your  dock-yards  i 
before  this  fiift  Lord  of  tlic  Admiralty  came  to  the  Board.  | 

'•/'/'•      Mr.  Temple  Litttrcll.     For  what  relates  to   the  timber  for  1 

fhip-building  and  repairs,  imported  from  abroad,    I  airribute  ' 

niucli  of  the  ruinous  ftatc  of  your  fliips  of  war.  TLofc  ill  ! 
judged  contrafls,  when  the  quality  is  found  fovery  faulty  and  i 
pernicious,  the  quantity  thereof  can  only  be  brought  in  argu-  I 

ment  to  file w  the  magnitude  of  themifchicf:  it  is  this  fo-  I 

reign  timber  which   has,    I  fear,    entailed  rottcnncfs  on  your         'j 
fleer ;  and  if  the  lafl;  iire  in  your  dock- yards  had  made  a  pio- 
vidential  fwcep  of  all  your  oak   from  Steitcn,    I  bclic\c   it 
would    liave   more    than   comp;nfated  for  its  deflru£\ion  of         j 
other   truly   valuable   articles.      He    thought    the    right  ho-  I 

iiourable  gentleman  [Mr.  EUis]  had,  in  faft,  argued  nnicii 
more  forcibly  againft  the  prefcnt  naval  adminiftration,  than 
liehad  ever  prelumed  to  do,  alledging,  that  the  largefl  grants  j 

for  the   extraordinarics  of  the  navy,    (that  is,    building,   re-  ; 

building,  and  repairs)  was  of  courfe  neccffary  for  feme  few 
years  immediately  after  the  war.     This  maxim  might  indeed  \ 

reafonably  warrant  the  late  Mr.  C>ren\ille,  or  Lord  I'",guic:it,  1 

in  applying  to  Parliament  for  an  advanced  allowance  on  thii 
head    when  they  prefided  at  the  Admiralty  ;  or  might  ]ki\c  ' 

jufliiied  that  illuflrious  fca-oliicer    [Lord  llau  kc]    when   h.  ! 

was  at  the  head  of  the  iJoard,  had  the  extraordmaries  tlicu 
come  up  to  the  prelent  enormous  fiuii.  The  dcuniid  n',>'.\ 
made  thereon  was  near  half  a  million  fterling,  and  far  ex 
cceded    rcquilitions  of  the   kind  attempted    by   any  of  Loid  ; 

Sandwich'^  prcdeceffois  in  office.  The  nf)blc  Earl  came  to 
the  head  of  the  navy  eight  years  after  a  profound  peace.    In-  > 

eluding   the   prcfent  cflimates,   the  Houfe  of  Commons  will  ', 

have  given  that  noble  Earl  about  two  millions  one  hnndic.l 
thoufand  pounds  for  building,   icbuildin^-,    and   repairing  ll.x  i 

fliips  and  veHeb  of  his  Mijefty's  navy,  that  i<,  the  mere  liulL  j 

mafts,  and  yards,  over  and  above  near  ^00,000-'.  for  the  kceji-  ' 

ing  and  prelerving  the  hulls  of  his  Majefty's  fliips  out  of  com-  I 

million,  and  above  600,000/.    for  extra  flores,   exckdiveif  | 

what  was  allowed  by  the  nation  to  replenifli  the  florcs  con-  w 

fumed  by  the  lire  at  Portfmouth  dock-yard,  and  cxcluhve  cf  i 

fuiidry  confiderable  demands  for  timber,  ice.  fct  forth   in  tlu-  | 

"  s  i.av^-  ( 
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navy-debt.  More  money  hnc!  therefore  been  grpiited  by  the 
nation  to  the  noble  Earl  [Lord  Sandwich]  liy  this  country, 
on  the  extraordinary  eftimate  alone,  than  would  h.avc  built 
from  the  flocks,  rigged  and  completely  equipped  for  fca, 
(independent  of  navy-ordnance,  wluch  is  a  diftinft  and 
weighty  charge  in  the  public  accounts)  one  hundred  men  of 
war  of  the  line  of  battle.  And  what  is  the  aftual  condinon  of 
your  Ihips  at  prefent  ?  Of  the  whole  navy  of  Great  Britain, 
not  more,  at  the  utmoft,  than  fifty  of  the  line  of  battle  (in- 
cluding the  vail:  nominal  account  of  wrecks  in  ordinary)  can 
poffibly  be  found  fit  for  fea,  in  cafe  of  a  foreign  war,  without 
fuch  repairs  as  would  require  the  labour  of  many  months,  and 
a  very  large  expencc.  Lord  Hawke,  when  he  rcfigned  his 
oilice,  left  80  of  the  line  in  good  condition,  of  which  59  were 
■.  fully  manned  for  war.  Mr.  Luttrell  then  e;;aniined  tlie  lift 
vofmenof  war  of  the  line  now  given  in  to  be  repaired,  and 
remarked,  that  the  following  iltips  had  already  been  allowed 
more  money  for  repairs  than  would  have  built  them  new  from 
the  keel  at  the  moft  extravagant  coft,  viz.  Namur,  within  the 
four  lafl;  years,  39,335/.  and  6635/.  for  her  flores.  The 
Defence,  29,500..  The  Arrogant,  26,50:/.  He  fliould 
now  lit  down,  after  flating  the  eilimates  for  repairing  the 
Dragon  of  74  guns,  and  which  had  more  than  once  been  re- 
ported to  the  Houfe  as  aftually  taken  in  hand.  'I'he  Admi- 
ralty, in  1 77  I,  came  to  Parliament  for  5000/.  to  rcpiuv  the 
Dragon:  in  1772,  for  7000/.  more;  in  1773,  foi-i.ooo/;  in 
1774,4000/;  in  1775,  7000/.  in  all  27,000/.  l)cfides  10,273/. 
for  her  {lores.  Kow,  does,  or  does  not,  that  vei-y  fliip  (die 
Dragon)  flill  remain  untouched,  in  a  mofl  roiten  icate,  above 
Portfmouth  harbour,  and  without  having  had  any  of  thofc 
fnms  allowed  for  her  repair  by  Parliament,  expended  un  Jier 
from  the  time  of  the  hrll  grant,  in  the  year  1771,  to  llic  pre- 
fent day  ? 

Lord  Mulgravc  admitted  the  honourable  gentleman's  LorJ  yifa/- 
charge,  and  agreed,  that  not  one  fliilling  had  been  laiil  out  in  •?""-'■ 
repairing  thofe  lliips,  but  faid  the  money  was  applied  to  other 
naval  purpofcs,  and  not  put  into  a  bag  by  the  tirll  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  or  into  his  pocket;  that  tlie  ellimate  was  the 
ufual  mode  of  railing  n)cney,  but  never  meant  to  ftate  the 
purpofes  the  money  was  to  be  applied  to;  tb.at  if  it  was  a 
crime,  it  was  one  that  had  been  often  praftiled  ever  fince  the 
reign  of  James  IL 

Mr.  Temple  Luttrell,  to  explain.     He  had    never  faid,  nor  Mr.  Tcm/../^ 
infmuated  even  d  fafpicion,  tliat  the  noble  Earl  at  the  Admi-  ^">"''"- 
^  -  ralty- 
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ralty-Board  pocketed,  or  put  into  a  bag  for  his  private  nil-,. 
the  monies tlius  voted:  hetliereforc  requefted,  that,  wliencvcr 
the  noble  Lord  [Lord  Mulgrave]  did  him  tlic  Iionour  to 
quote  his  words,  or  comment  upon  his  ideas,  he  would  do  it 
ingenuoully  and  faithfully  ;  that  there  had  been  unpardonable 
extravagance  fomcvvhere,  under  a  pretence  of  naval  fervices, 
he  was  certain  ;  and  the  fleet  was  in  an  alarming  ftate  of  de- 
cay. Perhaps  the  lirit  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  thought  it  tlic 
bcft  policy  to  endeavonr  to  maik  this  wcakncfs,  and  boldly 
affcrt  tlie  direft  contrary  to  fafts,  in  hopes  to  deceive  the 
courts  of  Verfaillcs  and  Madrid  :  but  furely  the  noble  Lord 
is  too  experienced  a  ftatefman,  and  too  well  acquainted  widi 
the  corrcdlnefs  of  the  intelligence  of  thofc  powers,  on  fuch  an 
important  fubjeft  as  this,  to  flatter  himfclf  that  liis  impofi- 
tions,  fo  dangerous  to  the  fafety  of  your  em])ire,  have  any 
fucccfs  beyond  the  Britifh  Channel.  The  noble  Lord  is  cer- 
tainly refponfiblc  for  any  embezzlement  of  the  public  treafurc 
through  the  medium  of  that  department  where  he  prefides. 
As  to  the  cuftom  of  minifliers  flnce  the  day  of  King  James  or 
King  William,  I  could  have  wifltcd  the  honourable  member, 
before  he  went  fo  far  back  in  our  hifl:ory,  to  have  read  the 
addrefs  of  this  Houfe,  in  the  year  17 11,  toQiiecn  Ann,  upon 
abt  fcs  exaftly  fimilar  to  thefe.  Tliey  were  <et  forth  to  lici- 
Majefty  as  fubftantial  grievances  to  her  people,  and  atrocious 
crimes  in  the  miniflers  to  offending  ;  and  in  her  anfwer  there- 
to of  the  4th  of  June  the  fame  year,  flie  proinlfes  them  ample 
redrefs;  which  proves,  that  the  money  granted  upon  fpccific 
eftimates  muft  be  applied  to  the  purpofcs  therein  fct  forth,  un- 
lefs,  upon  proper  oflicial  application,  the  Parliament  agieeto 
a  different  appropriation  thereof. 

Mr.  £i/,i,.  Mr.  ^/('r/^fexpreffcd  his  aftonlflimcnt  at  what  the  Admi- 
ralty had  dared  to  acknowledge  :  and,  in  the  warmth  of  li;s 
indignation,  threw  th.e  book  of  eftimates  at  the  Treafury- 
Bench ;  which,  taking  the  candle  in  its  way,  had-  nearly 
ftruck  Mr.  Ellis's  fliins ;  Mr.  Burke  exclaiming,  that  it  w:U 
treating  the  Houfe  with  the  utmoft  contem]it,  to  prcl'ent 
them  with  a  fine  gilt  book  of  eftimates,  calculated  to  a  far- 
thing, for  purpofcs  to  which  the  money  granted  was  ncNcr 
ojfeant  to  be  applied.  When  former  minifters  had  venuired 
to  impofc,  they  had  the  modefty  to  endeavour  to  conceal  liic 
crime;  it  remained  for  the  prcfent  to  have  fuch  confidence  in 
their  power,  as  to  rilk  an  acknowledgment  of  their  prodiga- 
lity, and  to  fct  at  defiance  the  principles  of  the  conftitution, 
and  authority  of  Parliament. 

X  ^  '^  Governor 
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Governor  Johnjloni  contended    for   the  prefervation    and  Governor 
profperity  of  the  navy;  and  lamented  that  the  gencrolity  of  ^''''"'•''-""• 
the  people  could  not  induce  minifters  to  employ  the  money  to 
the  principal  ufcs   intended,  that  of  keeping  liiips  in  repair, 
and  building  our  men  of  war  with  the  bell  materials  that  can 
be  pnrchafed. 

Mr.  J.  Johnftone  and  Mr.  Hopkins  likeivife  took  the  fame 
line  of  argument.     The  raotion  was  agreed  to  without  a  divi- 
fion. 
Adjourned  to  February  16. 

February  1 6. 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Supply,  that  293,216/.   for     ' 
the  ordinary,  and  488,695/.  for  the  extraordinaries  of  the  na- 
vy be  granted  for  1778. 

Mr.  Temple  LuttreU  objcflcd  to  receiving  the  report;  he  Mr.  rin(,le 
infilled  that  the  eftimatcs  of  the  navy  for  the  laft  leven  years  ^'"'"^''• 
would  in  future  times  be  confidered  as  monuments  of  the 
proflitution  of  Parliament,  v/ho  have  granted  fo  enormous  a 
iiim  as  6,150,000/.  for  the  naval  department  fmcc  the 
prefent  minifters  came  into  office,  and  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  which  Parliament  were  allowed  no  authentic 
vouchers ;  and  all  the  information  they  could  get  from  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  was,  that  the  money  had  been  obtained 
under  falfe  pretences,  and  had  not  been  applied  to  the  ufcs 
fpeciiied  and  allowed  of  by  the  Houfc  of  Commons.  He 
made  the  clerk  read  tlie  addrefs  to  the  Crown  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  fetting  forth  this  prafticc  and  impofition  on 
the  nation,  as  a  moft  heinous  grievance,  and  which  her  Ma- 
jefty,  in  her  anfwer,  promifed  to  redrcfs. 

Mr.  LuttreU  then  moved,  "  That  the  proper  officers  do 
lay  before  tlie  Houfe  an  account  of  the  aftual  difpolal  of  all 
public  monies  granted  fince  January  i,  1771,  to  December 
25,  1777,  fpccifying  to  what  ufes  fuch  grants  have  been 
applied," 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Thonas  Townjhmd,  who 
fpoke  in  reprehenfion  of  fuch  unwarranted  licence  and  prodi- 
gality on  the  part  of  the  minifters. 

Sir  Ed-Mar d  Afiky  likewife  faid  a  few  fentences  on  the  fame 
fide  of  the  qucftion. 

Lord  Midgravc  moved  the  previous  queftion,  which  was 
carried. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Adjourned 'to  February  17. 
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Fcbrunry  I  'J.  ' 

A  petition  of  feveral  of  the  gentlemen,  frcehokkrs,  and" 
others,  of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  of  the  city  of  Norwich,  j 
was  prefentcd  to  the  Houle,  and  read  ;  letting  fortli,  that  your 
petitioners  obferve,  with  the  iitmofi:  concern  and  furprr/,c, 
that  extraordinary  endeavours  are  ufcd  in  this  county,  and  in 
many  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  to  raife  men  and  money 
for  his  Mnjcfly's  fcrvlce  by  free  gifts  and  contributions,  not 
given  and  granted  in  a  parliamentary  courfe,  which  unufunl 
and  llraincd  efforts  (concerning  the  very  legality  of  wliii.li 
they  conceive  doubts  may  juftly  be  entertained)  wdiile  Parlia- 
ment aftually  fits,  and  at  a  time  when  his  iVIajefly  is  in  ap- 
parent peace  with  all  the  powers  in  Europe,  ftrongly  indicaic 
fonie  violent  difteniper  in  the  {fate,  to  which  its  ordinary 
fMDvvcrs  and  means  of  lupply  are  not  fufficicnt.  \Vc  moil 
humbly  apprehend,  that  if  a  war  with  any  of  the  neighbour- 
ing nations  threatens  to  break  out,  nothing  can  give  more  en- 
couragement to  it  than  the  taking  inch  meafures  as  tend  to 
prove  this  kingdom  to  be  as  mucli  exhaullcd  in  its  flrcnglh 
at  the  very  commencement  of  foreign  hoflilities,  as  it  has 
been  at  the  clofe  of  the  longeft  and  mofl.  waftcful  wars. 
Your  petitioners  have  been  alfo  called  upon,  in  a  manner 
equally  alarming,  by  perfons  of  great  power  and  rank  in  his 
Majcdy's  fervicc,  to  railc  men  and  money  for  fupporting  the 
conflitutionalautliority  of  Great  Ilritain.  Wc  hope  and  truff, 
that  conflitutionnl  authority  is  fafe  and  well  Uipported  in  the 
affeftions  of  a  loyal  and  a  fice  people;  wo.  know  of  no  attack 
■upon,  or  refiftance  to,  the  operation  of  the  laws  in  this  coun- 
ty, or  in  this  kingdom.  Impaired,  as  wc  may  be,  in  pov.xr  or 
reputation  abroai-l,  we  have  however  peace  at  home;  but  in 
the  thirteen  once  flourilhing  and  ob.cdicnt  colonics  of  Great 
Britain,  his  Majefly  has  no  authority  or  other  government  to 
be  fupportcd.  A  mifrcprefentation  of  our  unhappy  fituation 
would  be  a  mockery  of  our  diftreis.  An  empire  is  loft.  A 
great  continent  in  arms  is  to  be  concpiercd  or  aliandoncck 
One  whole  Britifh  army  of  veteran  troops  has  fur^-enncred 
priloncrs  of  war  to  the  fudden  levies  of  anew  nation;  ano- 
ther, abandoning  a  province  which  hatl  been  over-run  in  i.h.e 
lafl  campaign,  and  after  two  engagements  in  the  field  fuc- 
ccfsful  without  advantage,  having  marched  out  to  take  a  view 
of  an  enemy  poflcd  in  one  of  thofe  places  of  inacceflilile 
flrengtli  wiih  which  America  abounds,  has  been  comi'tlied  hy 
ncceliity  to  march  back  to  an  open  town,  which  ihey  aic  j 
obliged  to  fortify  for  winter-quarters  at  an  enormous  exiuncc ;        j 

I  u  '      ,1,,.        I 
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the  continent  of  America  is,  it  feems,  td  be  conquered  by- 
defeated  and  defenlive  armies.  It  is  a  projeft  we  cannot 
comprehend.  Sixty  thoufand  foldiers,  a  force  of  artillery  (if 
we  arc  to  judge  by  the  charge)  fuch  as  never  has  laeen  fent 
out  of  this  kingdom,  fixty  thoufand  feamcn  voted,  more  than 
an  hundred  armed  {hips  employed  in  tliis  fpecial  fcrvice,  au 
unheard-of  cxpence  in  every  fort  of  military  funply,  have, 
after  three  years  ftruggle,  brought  things  to  fuch  a  flate,  ihat, 
inftead  of  quieting  our  civil  troubles,  wc  are  threatened  with 
a  foreign  war,  for  which,  after  fuch  an  abundance  (for  we 
cannot  call  it  profufion)  of  parliamentary  grants  incrcafing 
daily,  and  with  the  moll  exuberant  recruiting  funds,  wc  are 
called  upon  to  piece-out  the  deficiency  of  public  wealth  by 
private  contributions  ;  a  nation  of  lijch  power,  as  tliis  reduced 
to  fuch  a  {late,  muft  lofc  its  rcafon  and  its  b-elings,  together 
with  its  glory,  if  it  could  acquiefce  in  its  condition.  It  is  not 
in  our  choice  to  fuppofe  that  it  can  have  happened  without  a 
fault  fomewhere  :  in  the  generals  and  armies  the  fault  cannot 
be ;  if  their  known  and  tried  charaftcrs  did  not  forbid  all 
fulpicions  of  them,  yet  his  Maiclly's  mofl  gracious  fpeechcs 
from  the  throne  make  it  improper  for  us  to  cntci'tain  the  leafh 
doubt  of  their  courage  and  conduft  ;  but  his  iVIajefly  has  not 
forbid  us  to  entertain  doulits  of  the  wiUlom,  care,  aiul  pru- 
dence, of  tliofe  who  conduit  h.is  aifairs  ;  ami  we  truft,  that 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  whofe  duty  calls,  and  whole  com- 
petence and  conlntutionenabks  them  to  come  to  the  bottom 
of  thofe  evils,  will  ferioully  enquire  into  the  caufcs  of  our 
prefent  calamitous  fituation,  for  we  greatly  fear  that  wc,  with 
the  refl:  of  your  con{litucnt5,  have  l)een  hitherto  greatly  de- 
ceived and  deluded,  with  regard  to  the  nature,  the  cauie,  and 
the  importance  of  the  7\merican  troubles,  as  well  as  concern- 
ing the  means  of  quieting  them,  both  legal  and  coercive  : 
elfe  we  fhould  not  have  the  misfortune  to  fee  afts  of  Parlia- 
ment made  only  to  be  fent  back  to  be  repealed;  armies  fent 
out  to  inforce  them,  only  to  be  returned  to  us  as  prifoners 
under  capitulation  ;  and,  to  ipeak  with  the  hbal  coniid^nce  of 
free  fubjefts,  we  plainly  declare  ourfelvcs  uiiwjiling  to  com- 
mit any  more  of  our  national  glory  toati:\i:it,  and  the  pcrfons 
of  more  of  our  countrymen  to  foreign  haidlbips  aiiil  perih, 
without  any  common  human  fecurity,  that  th.cy  iball  !iot,  by 
the  fame  errors,  be  expofed  to  the  fane  calamities  and  dil- 
graces  which  many  of  thofe  have  fallen  into  who  have  adrcady 
been  (ent  forth.  Without  wife  councils  at  home,  we  cannot 
have  empire  or  reputation  abroad;  it  is  our  duty  to  i';;r  So- 
VoL.   VliJ.     .  C  c  c     -  vu-eign, 
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vercigii,  to  whole  perfon  and  illnftrious  Iloufe  \vc  liaveevci- 
borne  the  mofl;  dillinguiflied  und  zealous  attachment,  which 
coin]-)elsus  to  lay  before  this  honourable  HoulV-  this  reprc- 
Icntation  of  his  affairs  ;  wefliallcver  be  foremoft  ii;  provid- 
ing for  ever  reafonable  and  ufcful  fupply  for  the  public  fcr- 
vice;  but  we  cannot  make  ourfelves  tlie  inflrumcnts  of  anv 
faftion,  or  grant  money  as  a  toft  of  our  fupport  of  it;  if 
the  Colonies  can  be  brought  to  obedience,  v/e  are  convinced, 
by  fad  experience,  it  muft  be  by  wife  and  lenient  counlels, 
and  by  thole  in  whom  they  h;ive  no  experience  of  ill-will  or 
incapacity,  the  one  producing  hatred,  and  the  ot'ier  conteiujjt ; 
for  our  domefllc  proteftlon,  we  niofl:  humblv  conceive,  that 
our  conftltutional  militia,  which  his  Maiefty  has  been  cn,;b!ed 
to  call  out,  is  tlic  moft  e(Fe£llvc  and  Icaft  invidious  defence  ; 
twelve  entirely  new  corps,  confitling  of  fifteen  tlioafand 
Highlanders  of  the  northern  pait  of  the  united  kingdom,  and 
of  the  towns  of  Manchefler  and  Liverpool,  appolntcil  duriiii^ 
the  fitting,  without  the  previous  approbation  of  Parliament, 
and  which  can  hardly  be  ready  in  time  for  y\merjcan  fervice, 
are  nor,  we  moft  humbly  fubniit  it  to  fuperlor  wildom,  the 
defence  in  which  we  can  or  ought,  for  obvious  realbns,  in 
truft,  in  preference  to  that  more  numerous  and  e(]u:illy  well- 
trained  and  well-afFefted  body,  the  national  niibtia;  nor 
have  we  been  given  to  underlfand,  at  a  time  when  the  v>-ar- 
cftablinimcnt  ftands  at  com])aratlvely  low  numbers,  and 
thofe  numbers  far  from  complete,  and  at  a  time  when  tlie 
public  burthens  are  lb  opprcllive,  for  what  rcalbn  new  corps 
Ihould  be  railed,  or  on  what  grounds  :  if  a  complimenfwas 
meant  (at  the  expence  of  our  finances,  and  what  we  conceive 
.  the  mofl  ferviccablc  military  arrangement)  the  compliment 
has  been  confined  to  the  above  mentioned  parts  of  this  king- 
dom. W'c  do  therefore  with  ail  earneftnefs  and  humani'tv 
pray,  an  enquiry  into  the  true  grounds  and  conduft  of  this 
unhappy  civil  war,  that  the  bell  means  may  be  found  lor 
bringing  it  to  a  fpeedy  termination,  for  facilitating  the  icfto- 
ration  of  concord  and  confidence  to  all  the  citizens  of  the 
Eritilli  empire,  to  avert,  if  pofiiblc,  a  foreign  war,  or,  if  that 
be  not  pofiible,  to  take  due  care  that  rational,  effectual,  and 
becoming  provifion,  in  an  orderly  and  parliamentary  way, 
be  made  for  our  defence  and  fafety  ;  imder  the  accumulated 
diftrcfs  of  foreign  and  civil  hollilitv,  we  throw  ourfelves  with 
.  the  moft  perfect  reliance  on  the  care  and  wildom  (never  more 
called  for  than  in  the  prclent  exigency)  of  a  Jjrltiili  Houfe  of 
I  Commons ; 
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Commons;  on  them  \vc  reft  t!ie  Inft  hopes  of  a  (lcfci-\  ing.  but, 
wc  tear,  an  Injar'.-d,  diveivcil,  and  cnil.inL-crcd  ]?eopIc. 
(Sip,ncd  hy  five  thouTand  four  hundred.) 
Ordered,  Th.at  the  faid  petition  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Lord  North,  ngrceable  to  his  promife,  rofe  to  make  his  con-  1 
ciliatory  propoiitions.  He  began  by  apologizing  for  the  in- 
tended length  of  his  fpeech,  but  he  fiicl  it  was  necelliiry, 
from  the  i|uantity  of  matter  lie  was  obliged  to  go  into,  and 
from  the  per1pici;ity  and  clearnefs  whieh  he  intended  to  make 
ufe  of,  in  giving. fatisfaftion  upon  every  part  of  the  detail. 
He  declared,  that  from  the  beginning  he  had  been  imiformly 
difpofed  to  peace.  That  the  coercive  afts  which  he  had  made, 
were  fuch  as  appeared  to  be  neceffary  at  the  time,  though  i;i 
the  event  they  had  produced  efi'efts  which  he  never  intended. 
That  as  foon  as  he  foutid  that  they  hatl  not  the  e'Jcft  which 
he  intended,  he  propofed  a  conciliatory  propoiition  before  the 
fword  was  drawn.  That  at  that  time  he  thought,  and  that 
he  ftill  thinks,  the  terms  of  that  propoiition  would  form  the 
happieft,  moR  equitable,  and  moft  lafting  bond  of  union  be- 
tv/een  Great  Ib-itain  and  her  colonies.  'I'hat  by  a  variety  of 
difcuffions,  a  niopofition,  that  was  originally  clear  and  limple 
in  itfelf,  was  made  to  appear  fo  obfcure,  as  to  go  damned  to 
aVmerica  ;  fo  that  the  Congrefs  conceived,  or  took  occalion  to 
Tcprefent  it  as  a  fcheme  for  lowing  divilions,  and  introducing 
taxation  among-  them  in  a  v.'orfc  mode  than  the  former,  and 
accordingly  reieftcil  it. 

His  idea  ne\  er  had  been  to  draw  any  conlidera!)le  revenue 
either  in  that  way,  or  any  other,  from  America  ;  that  his  idea 
was,  they  fliould  contribute  in  a  very  low  proportion  to  the 
cxpences  of  this  country.  That  he  had  always  known  that 
American  taxation  could  never  produce  a  benclicial  revenue  ; 
that  there  were  many  forts  of  taxes  tliat  could  not  at  all  be 
laid  on  that  country,  and  that  few  of  them  would  prove  worth 
the  charge  of  coUeftion  ;  that  the  ftamp  aft  was  the  mofl  ju- 
dicious that  could  be  chofcn  for  that  purpofe,  as  it  inteicftej 
every  man  who  had  any  ilealing,  or  any  property  to  defend  or 
recover,  in  the  colleftionof  the  tax,  and  the  execution  of  the 
law  :  but  notwithftanding  the  high  rate  at  which  that  duty 
had  been  formerly  eftimated,  he  did  not  believe  its  produce 
would  have  been  a  very  conlideralile  objeft  ;  and  if  the  jieo- 
ple  had  confederated,  as  they  feemed  in  general  difiioied  to 
(!o,  and  in  fomc  places  had  aftually  done,  to  go  on  without 
C  c  c  2  itamp^j 
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{lamp',  it  would  produce  nothing  at  all,  but  would  cncrcafc 
the  confufions  of  the  country,  if  any  attempts  were  made  to 
difturb  the  tranfaftions  which  were  carried  on  without  flamps. 
That  accordingly  he  never  had  propofed  any  tax  on  America  ; 
he  found  them  already  taxed,  when  he  unfortunately  (as  he 
ftill  muft  fay,  whatever  ufe  has  been,  or  might  be  made  of 
the  wofd)  came  into  adminifl:ration.  That  his  principle  of 
policy  was  to  have  had  as  little  difcuffion  on  thefe  fubjefts  as 
poflible,  but  to  keep  the  affairs  of  America  out  of  Parliament  ; 
that  accordingly,  as  he  had  not  laid,  lb  did  he  not  think,  it 
ndvlfeableforhim  to  repeal  the  tea-tax,  nor  did  he  ever  think 
of  any  particular  means  for  enforcing  it. 

That  the  aft  enabling  the  Eafl-India  company  to  fend  teas 
to  America  on  their  ywn  account,  and  v.'ith  the  draw-back 
of  the  whole  duty  here,  was  a  regulation  wliich  he  though:  it 
not  poflible  the  Americans  could  complain  of,  fincc  it  was  a 
relief  infcead  of  an  opprefflon  ;  but  that  the  ill-aflcfted  there, 
and  pcrfons  concerned  in  a  contraband  trade,  endeavoured  to 
rcprefent  it  as  a  monopoly  ;  that  fome  hand-bills  that  were 
fcattered  about  at  Bofton,  even  luppofed  that  he  h.nl  takt-a 
off  the  American  three-pence  per  pound  duty,  and  llial  even 
on  that  fuppofitlon,  the  difaffefted  excited  the  people  to  a  tu- 
mult, upon  a  principle  totally  diftinft  from  all  idea  of  tax;!- 
tion.  I'his,  therefore,  as  he  nevei;  had  meant  taxation  as 
his  objcft  in  the  laft  tea-aft,  fo  neither  did  he  in  his  conci- 
liatory propofition  ;  but  in  the  latier,  coniiilcrcd  it  only  as  a 
means  of  union  and  good  agreement  between  the  two  coun- 
tries ;  that,  therefore,  in  what  he  was  going  to  prcpofc  he 
was  uniform  and  con'lftent. 

One  of  the  bills  he  propofed  to  move  for  was,  to  quiet 
America  upon  the  fubjeft  of  taxation,  and  to  remove  all 
fears,  real  or  pretended,  of  Parliament's  ever  attempting  to 
tax  them  again,  and  to  take  away  all  exercife  of  the  right  it- 
fclf  in  future,  fo  far  as  regarded  revenue.  That  as  to  the 
other  particulars  in  controverly,  he  obferved  that  the  Ame- 
ricans had  defired  a  repeal  of  all  the  afts  paffed  fmce  176-^  ; 
that  this  could  not,  however,  be  fuppofed  to  mean  any  more 
than  thofe  afts  which  had  in  fome  way  or  other  prcllld  on 
them  ;  for'  that  fome  which  had  palled  in  T769  were  benefi- 
cial, and  fuch  as  they  themfelves  muftconlider  in  that  light, 
being  the  granting  of  bounties  and  premiums,  or  the  relaxn- 
tion  of  former  ftatutes  that  had  been  grievous  to  them.  'I'hat 
as  to  the  late   afts,  fuch   as   the  MalTachufetts  charter,   the 

tilhcry, 
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fidiery,  and  the  prohibitory  bills,  as  tliey  were  the  effcft  of  the 
quarrel,  they  iliould  ceafe  ;  nnd  that  as  to  complaiuts  of  iiKit- 
ters  of  a  various  nature,  authority  ihould  be  given  to  iettlc 
them  to  the  fatisfacllon  of  America. 

That  all  tliefc  matters,  confifllng  of  a  great  variety,  would 
be  better  left  to  the  difeuffion  of  commiilioner^;,  t'lan  to  be 
eftablilhed  here  by  aft  of  Parliament,  or  by  explicit  powers 
given  for  each  fpecilie  purpofe  ;  for  that  the  Americans  in  the 
negotiation  would  coniider  every  conceffion  made  aftually 
here,  to  be  a  part  of  the  baiis  of  the  treaty,  and  therefore  ne- 
ver to  be  receded  from,  and  would  accumulate  new  demands 
upon  that;  therefore,  as  every  thing  of  that  kind  might  be 
varioufly  modilicd  by  agreement,  he  was  for  leaving  the 
whole  to  comn'iiilioners. 

That  the  conimiiiioners  formerly  appointed  had  verv  large 
powers,  lb  indeed  he  underftodd  thole  powers  ;  but  that  as 
others  feemed  toeonfKler  them  as  more  limited  than  in  reality 
they  were,  he  fnould  t:ike  care  now  to  l)e  very  e;;pli^it,   ar.d  ■    . 

that  he  would  give  them  full  powers  to  treat,  dirc'>u'<,  and 
conclude  upon  every  point  whatever.  That  as  fome  diiiicul- 
ties  had  arifen  about  the  powers  given  to  the  commiliioners, 
of  treating  with  the  Congrcls  by  name,  he  would  now  re- 
move that  diiiiculry,  by  emjwwering  and  enabling  the  com- 
miifioners  to  treat  with  the  Congrels  as  if  it  were  a  Icg.il  i)ody, 
and  would  fo  far  give  it  auihenticity,  as  to  fuppolc  its  aits 
and  coneellions  would  bind  all  America.  'J"hat  they  (liould 
have  powers  to  treat  with  any  of  the  pro\incial  aifcniblics 
upon  their  prefcnt  conflitutioii,  and  witii  any  individuals  ia  ' 
their  prefent  civil  capacities  or  military  commands  ;  with 
j  General  Wafliington,  or  any  other  oificcr.  That  they  TnoulJ 
I  have  a  power,  whenever  they  thought  requlfue,  to  order  a  iuf- 
I  penfion  of  arms.  That  they  Oiould  have  a  power  to  fuipcnd 
.  the  operation  of  all  laws.  That  they  llioukl  have  a  power  of 
I  granting  all  forts  of  pardons,  immunities,  and  rewards.  That 
(  they  fliould  have  a  power  of  refloring  all  tlie  colonies,  or  any 
of  them,  to  the  form  of  its  antient  coniVitution,  as  it  iioad 
.  i  before  the  troubles  ;  any  of  thofe  v.here  i'.. :  King  no::rmai,:d 
the  governors,  council,  judges,  and  other  maglftrate^,  to  no- 
minate fucli  at  their  dii'crction,  till  the  king's  further  plea- 
fure  be  kno'.sn. 

That  as  tl;c  powers  of  the  former  commilF.oners  I'ad  bcca 
objefted  to,  fo  the  Congrefs  had  railed  a  difiiculty,  on  pre-- 
fence  of  the  non-admiihon  of  their  title  to   be  independent 

ftatcs. 
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ftp.tc.     As  the  Americans   nilglit  claim  their  inilcpen<l(:ncc 
on   tlie  outfet,  he  would    not   infift  on   their  renouncing;   it 
till  the  treaty  fliould  receive  its  final  ratilicution  by  the  Kuv^  ' 
and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

That  the  commiflloners  fhould  be  inftrufted  to  negotiate 
for  fome  rcafonable  and  moderate  contribution  towards  thu 
common  defence  of  the  empire  when  re-nnited  :  but  to  take 
away  all  pretence  for  not  terminating  this  unhapjiy  diffe- 
rence, the  contribution  was  not  to  be  infidc-d  on  as  aj:iic  qua 
iicn  of  the  treaty  ;  but  that  if  the  Americans  fliould  rcfufe  fo 
rcafonable  and  equitable  a  propolition,  they  were  not  to  com- 
plain, if  hereafter  they  were  not  to  look,  for  fuppovt  from 
that  part  of  the  empire  to  whole  expence  they  had  rcfufed  to 
contribute.  That  it  might  be  alkcd,  if  his  fentimcnts  had 
always  been  fuch  with  regard  to  taxation  and  peace,  and  why 
he  had  not  made  this  propofitlon  at  a  more  early  period  }  To 
this  he  anfwered,  his  opinion  had  ever  been,  that  the  moment 
of  viftory  was  the  proper  time  for  offering  terms  of  concef- 
lion.  That  the  Houfe  might  remember,  that  at  th.c  begin- 
ning of  the  feffion  he  had  declared,  that  fuch  were  his  iciui- 
ipents  ;  he  at  that  time  thought  that  the  viflorics  obtained 
by  Sir  William  Howe  had  been  more  decifne,  and  tlial  he 
knew  nothing  of  General  Burgoyne's  misfnrtur.c.  That 
when  the  news  of  that  misfortune  had  arrived,  and  that  the 
viftorics  obtained  by  Sir  William  Howe  could  not  be  fo  im- 
proved, as  to  hinder  General  Wathington  from  n|ipearing 
with  fome  fuperiority  in  the  field,  and  that  the  King's  troops 
Wen-  obliged  to  retire,  and  fortify  thcmfelves  in  winter  quar- 
ters, the  firfl:  thing  tliat  occurred  to  him,  as  the  nation  was 
ftill  flrong  and  vigorous,  that  they  could  raife  a  number  of 
men,  and  that  the  refourccs  were  far  from  cxhaufted,  that 
their  ilrengtii  fhould  be  exerted  to  repair  the  lolTcs,  and  to 
pnrfue  the  war  with  vigour  to  a  happy  termination  :  but 
wlien  he  rcfleftcd  upon  the  uncertainty  of  events,  which  had 
hltlitrto  fo  much  (hfappointcd  his  expeftation,  and  that  in 
'  cafe  of  the  urmoft  fuccefs,  liie  terms  which  he  now  propofed 
mufl  be  fubflantially  the  fame  as  he  flioukl  propoJe  in  the 
height  of  vidfory,  he  law  no  reafon  to  prevent  the  protraft- 
ing  the  war,  the  effufion  of  blood,  and  the  immoderate  ex- 
pence,  he  would  offer  the  faine  propofitions  now. 

That  he  was  convinced  that  they  would  confidcrably  aid 
the  operations  of  war,  as  they  would  theml'elves  be  aitlcd  by 
the  force  in  America,  which  was  flill  very  great ;   that  in 
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cafe  nothinc;  t'arther  could  be  done  by  force,  at  any  rate,  they 
would  be  olFered  witli  more  grace  than  hereafter. 

That  the  events  of  war  in  America  had  turned  out  very 
diiFcrently  from  his  expeftation  ;  that  great  force  had  been 
procured  to  be  fent  into  America,  but  to  little  purpofc  hi- 
therto. 

That  he  mufl;  confefs  himfelf  extremely  difappolnted  in  his 
expeftations  of  the  effeft  of  our  military  force.  He  did  not 
mean  at  that  time  to  condemn,  or  even  to  call  into  queftion, 
the  conduft  of  any  of  our  commanders,  but  he  had  been  dif- 
appointed.  That  Sir  William  Howe  liad  not  only  been  in 
the  late  actions,  and  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  campaign,  in 
goodnefs  of  troops,  and  in  all  manner  of  fupplics,  but  in 
numbers  too,  much  fuperior  to  the  American  army  wiiith 
oppofed  him  in  the  field.  That  General  Eurgoyne,  who  was 
at  length  overpowered  by  numbers,  had  been  in  nunrbcrs,  un- 
til the  affair  at  Bennington,  near  tv/ice  as  ftrong  as  the  army 
under  General  Gates.  That  all  thcfe  things  had  happened  in 
a  manner  very  contrary  to  his  expeftation. 

That,  for  his  part,  he  never  had  made  a  promifc  which  he 
did  not  perform,  or  recei\'e  an  information  which  he  did  not 
communicate.  That  he  only  kept  back  tlie  names  of  thole 
who  had  given  him  information,  and  which  it  would  be  un- 
faithful and  inhumane  to  divulge  ;  that  lie  promifed  a  great 
army  lliould  be  fent  out,  and  a  great  army  had  been  fent  out ; 
there  were  60,000  men  and  upwards  :  that  he  had  proniiicd  :i 
great  tiect  fliould  be  employed,  and  a  great  fleet  liad  been 
employed,  and  is  now  employed  ;  that  they  fliould  be  pro-  - 
vided  with  every  kind  of  fupply,  and  that  they  had  been 
fo  mofl  amply  and  liberally,  and  might  be  fo  for  years  to 
coine  ;  that  if  the  Houle  was  deceived,  they  had  deceived 
thcmfelves. 

On  the  whole,  his  conceffions  were  from  reafon  and  pro- 
priety, not  from  .ncce'iity  ;  that  we  were  in  a  condition  to 
carry  on  the  war  much  longer.  We  might  raife  many  more 
men,  and  had  many  more  men  ready  to  fend,  for  the  navy 
was  never  in  greater  flrength,  the  revenue  very  little  i'unk, 
and  that  he  could  raife  the  fupplies  for  the  current  year,  as  a 
little  time  would  Ihew  ;  that  he  fubmittcd  the  whole,  with 
regard  to  the  nropriety  of  his  pad  and  prcfent  conduft,  to 
the  judgment  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Fox   rofe  next:  he  faid  that  lie   could  not  refufc  his  Mr, 
aflent  to  the  propofifions  made  by  Lortl  North  ;   tliat  he  was 
very  glad  to  find  that  tliey  were,    in  the  main,  io  aiTi])le  and 
/  '  fatis- 
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fatisfai51oi-v,  am!  thnt  he  believed  they  wouUl  he  fujiponcd  by 
all  thole  with  whom  he  liad  tlie  honour  to  act.  That  tliey 
did  not  materially  difFer  from  thole  which  had  been  made  by 
a  friend  of  his  [Mr.  Burke]  about  three  years  ajo  ;  that  the 
very  fame  arguments  which  had  been  ufcd  by  the  minority, 
and  very  nearly  in  the  fame  words,  were  ufed  by  the  noble 
Lord  upon  this  occalion.  He  was  glad  to  find,  that  he 
had  wholly  rclinqiiiflied  the  right  of  taxation,  as  this  was 
a  fundamental ;  he  was  glad,  alfo,  that  he  had  declared  his 
intention  of  giving  the  commillioncrs  power  to  reftorc  the 
charter  of  Maffachufctt's-Bay  ;  for  giving  the  fatisfadioii 
which  he  [Lord  North]  propofcd,  it  would  be  neccirary  for 
Parliament  to  give  tlie  fame  fecurity,  with  regard  to  charters, 
which  it  liad  given  with  regard  to  taxation  ;  that  the  Ameri- 
cans were  full  as  jealous  of  the  rights  of  their  affemljlies,  as 
of  taxation  ;  and  their  chief  objeftion  to  the  latter  v.-as  its 
tendency  to  afFeft  the  former. 
i  He  wiflied  that  this  conceifion  had  been  made  more  early, 

and  upon  principles  more  refpeiflful  to  Parliament.  To  tell 
them,  that  if  they  were  deceived,  they  had  deceived  thcm- 
felves,  was  neither  kind  nor  civil  to  an  aflembly,  which,  for 
fo  many  years,  had  relied  upon  him  with  fuch  iinreferved  con- 
fidence ;  that  all  public  bodies,  like  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
muft  give  a  large  confidence  to  pcrfons  in  olfice  ;  and  their 
only  method  of  preventing  the  alnife  of  that  confidence  was 
to  punilh  thole  who  had  mifinformed  them  concerning  the 
true  ftate  of  their  affairs,  or  cniducied  them  \vlth  negligence, 
ignorance,  or  incapacity  ;  that  Lord  North's  arguments  u])ou 
this  fubjeft  might  be  all  colleclcd  into  one  point,  his  cxcufes 
all  reduced  into  one  apology,  his  total  ignorance. 

He  hoped  and  was  difappoinred  ;  he  expcaed  a  great  deal, 
and  found  little  to  anfv.cr  his  cxpcftations.  He  thought 
America  would  ha\e  fubmlttcd  io  his  laws,  and  they  reiilled 
them.  He  thought  they  would  have  fui  niitted  to  his  armies, 
and  they  were  beaten  by  inreiiL,r  numbers.  He  made  conci- 
liatory propofitions,  and  he  thought  they  would  fuccced,  but 
they  were  rejefted.  He  appointed  commii'ioners  to  make 
peace,  and  he  thought  they  had  powers,  but  he  fopn.,!  they 
could  not  make  peace,  and  nobody  believed  ;hat  tiicy  had 
any  powers.  That  he  had  faid  many  fuch  things  ;;;;  he  had 
thought  fit  in  his  conciliatory  proportion  ;  lie  thought  it  a 
proper  method  of  quieting  the  Americans  upon  the  affair  of 
taxation.  Ifanyperfon  ilioiild  give  himlelf  tlie  trou')le  of 
reading  that  propohtion,  he  \vc\:]A  find  not  one  word  of  it 

ce; 
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correfpondent  to  tlie  reprefcntntion  made  of  it  by  its  frarncr, 

■  Tiiat  tlic  fl-iort  account  of  it  was,  tliat  tlic  noble  Lord  in  that 
propofition  alTurcd  the  colonies,  that  when  Parliament  had 

j  taxed  them  as  much  as  they  thought  proper,  they  would  ta:c 
j  I  them  no  more.  That  he  would  vote  for  the  prcfent  propoli- 
I  J  tion,  becaufe  it  was  much  more  clear  and  fatisfaftory,  for  ne- 
||      ceffity  hud  caufcd  him  to  fpeak  plain. 

I  But  if  the  coiiccfiion  lliould  be  found  ample  enough,   and 

I  fliould  be  found  to  come  too  late,  what  punifliraent  will  be 
[  I  fufficient  for  thofe  who  adjourn  Parliament,  in  order  to  make 
;  i  a  propofition  of  conceflion,  and  then  had  ncgleftcd  to  do  it 
'  I  until  France  had  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  independent 
>  ?  flates  of  America  ?  That  he  could  anfwer  with  certainty 
[  tl  for  the  truth  of  his  information  ;  it  was  no  light  matter, 
f'ji  and  came  from  no  contemptible  authority;  he  therefore 
^  wiflicd  that  the  minillry  would  give  the  Houfe  fatisfaftion  ia 
!;  this  intcrefting  point,  whether  they  knew  any  thing  of  this 
treaty,  and  wliether  they  had  not  been  informed  previoufly 
to  the  making  of  their  propofition  of  a  treaty,  ivhich  would 
make  that  propofition  as  ufelefs  to  the  peace,  as  it  was  humi- 
liating to  the  dignity  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  T.  Pitt  fpoke  with   the   greatcfl  firmncfs  againfl  the  Mr.  11 
general  fyflem  of  the  miniflry  ;  faid,  that  the  repeal  of  the  ^■■''• 
fiamp  aft  was  not  only  looked  upon  by  the  Americans,  but 
I  I        by  all  Europe,  as  a  folemn  rclinquifliment  of  the  claim  of  tax- 
ation ;  that  the  fatal  renewing  of  that  claim  would  coft  this 
nation   thirty   millions  of  money,    beiides  twenty  or  thirty     ^ 
thoufand  lives ;  for  he  confidcred  every  American  killed  as  a 
fellow-fubjea  loft. 
I    ;  S\T  P/jiiip  Jennings  Ckrke  k\d,  he  could  not  carry  his  com- Sir  Jf*;/.^ 

plaifance  fo  far  as  to  thank  the  noble  Lord  for  the  propofitions  7"'"'"^' 
which  he  had  produced,  becaufe  he  confidered  it  as  an  aft  of 
jieceifity,  not  of  choice.  The  noble  Lord,  indeed,  had  faid, 
they  fliould  be  fair  and  equitable.  Admitting  them  to  be  fo, 
they  pafs  the  fcverell  cenfure  on  the  noble  Lord's  conduft  for 
thcfe  three  years  laft,  as  they  contain  a  total  rcverfal  of  aU 
tliofc  afts,  and  confequcntly  declare  tliem  to  have  been  all 
unfair  and  unecpiitable.  What  fatisfaftion  then  could  the 
noble  Lord  give  to  this  injured  country,  for  the  millions  of 
money  and  tlioufands  of  lives  which  have  been  expended  in 
this  unequitable  war  ?  What  reparation  could  the  noble  Lord 
make  to  the  fathcrlefs  children  and  widows,  and  a  great  coun- 
try, which  he  has  made  defolate,  and  has  oppreffed  ? 

Vol.  Vm.  Ddd  Th? 
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The  noble  Lord,  he  laid,  had  taken  credit  to  hinifelf  f'jr 
having  mentioned  the  word  conciliation  the  firil  day  of  the 
feff.on.  He  was  willing  to  allow  him  more  ;  he  talked  of  it,  j  ' 
he  faid,,on  the  news  of  General  Eurgoynt's  defeat;  the  no-  i 
ble  Lord  was  alarmed  and  frightened,  and  he  thought  it  nc- 
ccfTary  to  throw  out  fonie  lure  to  keep  his  friends  together. 
Unluckily  for  this  country,  the  noble  Lord  juil  at  th^t  time 
received  a  cordial  which  elevated  him  exceedingly  ;  it  w?s  :in 
offer  from  Manehcfler  to  raifc  a  regiment!  he  raifcd  I/k 
voice,  and  began  to  talk  loud  of  the  ftrength  and  fpjric  of  the 
nation,  and  turned  his  mind  to  his  favourite  objeft,  the  pro-  i 
fccutlon  of  theAvar.  The  Parliament  was  adjourned  for  fevcu 
weeks,  and  the  noble  Lord  raifed  an  army  during  their  ab- 
fence  :  but  lie  gave  a  bad  Ipecimcn  of  the  ftrength  of  this  coun- 
try ;  for  he  told  us,  that  he  could  not  raifc  feven  or  eight  tliou- 
fand  men  in  Enghmd,  and  was  to  get  them  from  the  Highlands 
of  Scotland.  So  much  for  the  ftrength  of  the  country.  As 
to  the  fpirit  of  it,  he  could  only  obfeive,  that  a  good  national  ' 
fpirit  might  be  of  infinite  ufe  to  a  country,  well  direfted  and 
well  applied  :  but,  otlicrwife,  it  would  have  the  fame  efTeft 
as  fpirit  in  a  blind  horfc  ;  if  you  turn  him  lopfe,  it  will  make 
him  run  his  head  againll  the  wall,  and-dafli  his  brains  out. 
The  noI:le  Lord  had  lately  faid,  he  had  been  a  good  friend  to 
his  country.  Great  men,  belaid,  fliould  be  judgtd  by  their  | 
works,  not  their  words.  He  wiflied  to  take  a  comparative 
view  of  the  ftate  of  this  country  at  the  ]5refent  time,  with 
what  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  admin'ftiation  of  the  ]:^.ul  of 
Chatham.  That  noble  Lord  had  r^ii'ed  his  country  to,  the 
highcfl  pitch  of  honour  and  glory  ;  from  the  time  he  kft  ad- 
miniftration,  it  has  been  gradually  declining,  and  is  now  got 
to  the  very  edge  of  a  precipice,  from  which  it  is  likely  to  fall,  i 
perhaps  never  to  rife  again.  * 

Ever  fince  the  noble  Lord  Iind  been  in  adminiflration,  he 
had  told  the  Houfe  that  he  came  to  the  helm  when  the  vLJii.! 
was  in  danger,  and  he  would  bring  her  fafe  into  Iiarhour. 
I'hc  noble  Lord  had  not  j)roved  lb  able  a  navi<j:ator  a:,  lie 
tliougliC  himfelf  to  be  ;  hu  carried  too  much  fail  at  iiril,  and 
loft  his  malls  in  tlie  ftonii  ;  he  then  began  to  ih'-ou  all  tlic  vu- 
l'.:ab!e  part  of  his  cargo  ovciboard  ;  he  had  kept  pumping,  and 
pumping,  and  pumping  ever  I'lnce,  and^can  now  hardly  keep  the 
vellcl  al)0ve  water.  The  noble  Lord  had  now  let  uplbincjury  , 

jnafts,   but  he  would  never  be  able  to  fteer  her  fafe  into  iiar-  ! 

hour;  tlic  paftengers  fecurity  was  in  imminent  danger  ;  they 
pquired,  and  had  3  right:  to  dcraaml  a  beftcr  inaix  to  Le  put  | 

■■''•■■  ■  at         i  ' 
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nt  the  helm.  It  would  be  difficult,  he  fald,  for  any  man  now 
to  free  her  from  the  impending  danger;  but  it  was  juft  and 
fair  to  letfome  other  perfon  attempt  it.  But  to  drop  the  me- 
taphor :  the  noble  Lord,  he  faid,  having  failed  of  the  means 
of  coercion,  had  atlopted  another  language  ;  his  hopes  now 
were  in  the  natural  good  difpofition  of  the  peo];lc  of  America 
to  this  country.  He  did  not  think,  he  faid,  the  noble  Lord 
was  quite  the  proper  perfon  to  gain  upon  their  affcil ions,  or 
foothe  them  into  compliance  ;  if  there  was  any  chance   yet  '.    '  ; 

remaining  of  recovering  them  from  the  power  of  France,  and 
regaining  their  confidence,  it  was  mofl likely  to  be  efFeded  by 
thofe  people  who  had  always  fliewn  a  good  difpofition  towards 
them,  and  not  by  thofe  Vv-ho  had  taken  every  opportunity  10 
ill-treat  and  abufe  them,  who  had  added  infult  to  injury,  and 
waded  deep  in  their  blood.  If  the  door  of  conciliation  was 
not  already  lluit,  it  could  be  open  only  to  fuch  men  as  they 
had  reafon  to  think  had  been  well  inclined  towards  them,  and 
on  whofe  friendly  difpofitions  towards  them  they  might  fe- 
curely  place  fome  confidence. 

Mr,  Ba/du'in  declared  he  had  been  deceived  by  the  mini- Mr.  fla.v. 
Iter  ;   that  three  years  ago  he  allced  him  whether  a  revenue''-''''- 
was  meant  by  the  claim  ?  That  he  was  anfwercd,   it  was; 
and  upon  that  ground  alone  he   had  liitherto  voted  with  the 
miniftry. 

Mr.  Juhrey  faid,  that  he  rofe  to  give  his  aUcnt  to  the  noble  Mr.  Air,-v. 
Lord's  propofitions,  though  with  little  hope,  he  confcfled,  of 
their  producing  any  good  eiTect  ;  for  that,  whatever  the  Ame- 
ricans might  fuffer  by  the  continuance  of  the  war,  he  could  < 
Bot  be  perfuadcd  they  would  ever  be  willing  to  receive  the 
olive  branch,  when  held  out  to  them  by  hands  fo  ftaincd  with 
the  blood  of  their  countrymen  :  but,  as  he  had  upon  a  for- 
mer occafion,  been  for  a  finiilar  queftion,  he  thought  it  ^ 
duty  he  owed  to  confiftency,  to  be  for  the  one  propoftd  by 
the  noble  Lord,  as  the  avowed  objeft  of  it  at  leafl  was  peace. 
The  time  he  had  juft  alluded  to,  he  faid,  was  the  year  1775, 
when  he  voted  for  the  motion  which  was  made  to  the  Houfc 
by  an  honouralile  gentleman  [Mr.  Burke]  for  the  repeal  of 
the  American  compullory  afls.  He  gave  his  vote  then  from 
two  motives;  one  was,  his  being  one  of  thofe  who,  from  the 
very  beginning  of  thefe  unhappy  differences,  thought  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  had  no  right  10  tax  the  Americans 
while  they  were  unreprcfentcd  in  it  ;  the  other  was,  his  think- 
ing that  fuch  a  repeal,  folicitcd  as  it  then  was  by  the  united 
voice  of  the  who'a  continent,  would  liave  brouglu  things  back 
D  d  d  2  '  to 
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to  their  old  ftatc  of  tranquility  and  confitlcncc,     Tlic  grc.i 
objeftion  then  made  was,  the  dignity  of  Parliament.     It  wa^ 
in  vain  to  urge,  that  the  befl  fupport  of  dignity  was  jufticc ; 
that  maxim  was  out  of  date,  and  unattended  to.     Wc  began 
with  condemning  without  firft  heaving,  and  proceeded  accord- 
ingly.    The  confequcnce  has  been,  that  we  are  now,    after 
an  enormous  wafte  of  blood  and  treafurc,   reduced  to  the  nc- 
ceflity  of  giving  up  both  the  (jlignity  of  Parliament  and  the 
claim  of  taxation  together.      So  much  was  clearly  implied  in 
the  noble  Lord's  propofed  fufpenfion  of  the  compulfory  afls. 
But  in  the  mean  time,  what  have  the  Americans  been  doing  ? 
They,  Sir,  provoked,    and  rendered  dclpcrate  liy  our  unre- 
lenting rigour,  have  difavowed  all  dependence  on,    and  con- 
nexion with,  this  country.     They  did    this,   likewifc,  at  a 
time  when  their  affairs  wore  but  an  unpromifing  afpeft  ;  when 
their  paper  currency  was  in  the  greateft  difcredit,  their  nego- 
tiations at  the  different  courts  in  Europe  were  hopelefs,   anil 
our  army,  that  had  invaded  their  country,  was  not  only  nu- 
merous,  but  viftorLous  ;  an  army,  Sir,  of  which  the  Ame- 
ricans fcemed  to  think  as  Hannibal  thought  of  the  Romans, 
^iios  opimtis 
Fallere  id  ejf'ugere  eft  trtiimphiis. 
The  balance  of  fuccefs,  however,  has  fincc  that  period  turned 
in  their  favour.     And  if  we  were  not  able  to  avail  ourlclvcs 
of  their  fear,  I  leave  every  man  to  judge,  what  the   prefent 
luinlftcrshavc   to  expcft   from   their  affeftion.     That  their 
affairs  arc  comparatively  in  a  prolperous  condition,  and  ours 
declining,  mull,   I  think,  be  evident  to  every  one  from  tlic 
proi)ol)tions  now  offered  to   us.     It  is  true,  that  the  noble 
Lord  [Lord  'North]  has,  with  an  air  of  fortitude,  juft  affurcd 
us,  that  "  our  army  is  great  and  powerful,  and  that  our  nav  y 
is  great  and  powerful ;"    but  would  thofe  minifters,   [Lord'. 
North  and  Germaine]  who  talked  of  nothing  lefs  than  uncon- 
ditional fubmiffion,  and  bringing  America  proflrate  at  their 
feet,  would  they,   Sir,  have  "voluntarily  repealed  tliofe  ob- 
noxious a£l:s,  if  they  were  not  convinced,   that  our  ftren'Mh 
was  inadequate  to  the  conteft  ?   And   do  we  at  this  time  cx- 
peft,  that,  after  having  refifted  and  baffled  our  utmolf  efforts, 
they  will  ever  flieath  the   fword  without  fuflicient  fccuriiy 
againfl:  the  injuries  they  have  complained  of  being  repeated  ? 
Will  not  the  folemn  official  promlfe  of  Lord  Hilliborough  (tlic 
making  of  which  promife  ought  to  be  as  mucli  rcfentcil  by 
every  member  of  the  Britifli  Parliament,  as  the  breach  of  it 
is  by  every  American)  I  fay,  will  not  that  alone  juftify  the 

Ame- 
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Amevicans  in  declining  any  negotiation  with  men,  wlio,  !iav- 
ing  thus  laid  the  foundation  of  the  war  in  pevtidioufnefs,  Iiave- 
built  upon  it  with  cruelty  ?  I  cannot,  therefore,  flatter  myfelf 
with  the  hopes  of  reconciling  America  with  the  propofed  bill. 
Thofc  privileges  and  immunities  for  which  the  Americans 
have  ventured  their  lives  and  fortunes,  they  will  not,  now 
the  hazard  is  fo  nearly  over,  truft  for  a  moment  in  the  hands 
they  have  juft  rcfcued  them  from.  To  what  then  docs  the 
prcfent  motion  tend  ?  Not  to  pacify  the  Americans,  who  will 
never  be  contented  with  terms,  while  they  have  reafon  to 
diftruft  thofe  who  offer  them.  No,  Sir,  it  tends  enly  to 
amufe  England  by  a  delufivc  profpeft  of  reconciliation,  and 
thereby  tofufpend  at  leafl  the  vengeance  of  an  injured  and  in- 
fulted  public, 

Mr.  GrenvUlc  afTured  the  Houfe,  he  did  not  intend  to  trou-  i.U.Gnr.- 
ble  them,  if  he  had  not  been  particularly  adverted  to  by  the  ■"'■'•'•'''• 
noble  Lord,  who  denied  that  he  had  been  milled  or  deceived  ; 
tliat  he  role  to  nUert  again,  with  indignation,  that  he  had 
been  groflly  deceived  by  the  unifornt  language  of  govern- 
ment for  tliree  years  pafl  ;  that  with  regard  to  the  prefci«: 
f]ueftion,  the  noble  Lord  had  opened  fo  little  the  nature  of 
the  commiffion,  that  he  was  hardly  prepared  to  comment 
upon  it,  but  that  his  ardent  wiflt  was  for  peace.  He  then 
referred  to  the  hint  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Fox,  of  the  alliance 
between  France  and  America,  and  called  upon  the  noble  Lord 
to  anfwer  that  I'aft,  cfpecially  as  the  information  tallied  with 
what  he  himfelf  had  heard  from  undoubted  autliority.  That 
from  the  fame  authority  he  knew,  that  a  very  conlulcrablc 
body  of  forces  had  marched,  within  this  fortnight,  from  the 
interior  provinces  of  France,  and  that  the  language  held  by 
that  power  was  of  the  moft  ofFenfive  nature  ;  he  therefore  in- 
fifted  on  having  thefe  fafts  anfwered,  and  concluded  with  re- 
minding the  Houfe,  that  thefe  were  the  viftories  promifed 
to  them,  this  the  revenue  to  the  landed  gentlemen,  and  this 
the  triumph  to  Parliatpent  :  but  alRircd  government,  that 
though  he  might  differ  from  them,  he  would  not  hang  upon 
any  propofition  which  looked  like  peace. 

Lord  North  at  length  anfwered,  that  he  could  not  fay  from  LJ.  Ncril.. 
authority  thntthe  treaty  alluded  to  was  figncd  ;   that,  indeed, 
it  was  poiTible,  nay  too  probable,   but  not  authenticated  by 
the  ambaflTador. 

His  Lordiliip's  motions  were, 

That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  his  Majefty 

to  appoint  commiffioners  to  treat,   confent,  and  agree  on  the 

■»  mean? 
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means  of  quietinc;  the  diforders   now  fubfifting  in  certain  of 
the  colonies,  plantations   and  provinces  of  Anici-ica. 

That  this  propofition  be  referred  to  the  confideration  of  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Ho*ife. 

That  leave  he  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  declaring  tlic  in- 
tention of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  concerning  the 
exercife  of  tlic  riglit  of  impofing  taxes  on  the  colonies,  plan- 
tations, and  provinces  of  America. 

Which  were  agreed  to  without  a  divifion.  Adjourned  to 
February  ig. 

February  ig. 

Conciliatory  bills  brought  in  and  read, 
February  20. 

Same  bills  read  a  fccond  time  and  committed.  Adjourned 
to  Febn:ary  23. 

February  23. 

Previous  to  the  Houfc  going  into  a  committee  on  the  two 
conciliatory  bills,  Mr.  Serjeant  JiLvr  moved,  that  it  be  an 
inflruftion'to  the  committee  of  the  bill  for  appointing  ccm- 
miifioners,  &:c.  that  they  have  power  to  make  i)rovilion  for 
nominating  the  commiilioners  by  the  bill.  Ke  faid,  that 
this  was  no  infringement  on  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
this  was  no  matter  that  lay  within  its  ordinary  fccderal  capa- 
city ;  it  was  a  commitRon  appointed  by  Parliament,  in  order 
to  treat  about  the  rights  of  Parliament  itfclf,  the  fufpcnding 
its  laws,  and  the  furrender  of  its  rights,  or  of  what  it  had 
always  confidcrcd  or  had  claimed  as  fuch  ;  that  for  the  Houfc 
to  pIvc  blindly  fuch  a  power  out  of  their  hands,  to  be  excr- 
cifed  at  the  mere  plcafurc  of  the  Crown,  and  by  perfons  to 
them  utterly  unknown,  was  in  efTeft  a  complete  furrender  of 
the  whole  conftitution  of  thi^  country  into  the  hands  of  the 
Kinc-  ;  that,  therefore,  he  thought  himfelf  bound  to  rciifc 
this  moft  unconrtitutional  mcafure,  by  every  means  in  liis 
power;  that  as  to  any  difiicultics  which  might  he  ^Vppofed  in 
the  execution  of  this  mode  of  appointment,  tliey  had  l)eci\ 
all  completely  got  over  in  the  Eart  India  bill,  where,  with 
fuch  fufficient  facility,  Parliament  had  nominated  commii- 
lioners for  a  matter  of  mere  executive  government,  and  one 
in  which  no  parliamentary  rights  or  powers  were  at  all  con- 
cerned ;  that  he  hoped,  as  himfelf  and  the  gentlemen  in  the 
late  minority  had  given,  and  would  give  fo  clear  a  fupport  to 
the  conciliatory  meafurcs  of  the  minifter,  late  as  they  were 
adopted,  he  alfo  hoped  the  miniflcr,  on  his  part,  would  like- 
wife  aiS  '.:  fair  and  candid,  part  with  them,   and  not  take  thcin 
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in  for  a  cbnE;erous  extenlion  of  prerogative,  wliiUl:  tlicy  were 
ioininghim  in  an  attempt  toreflore  peace  to  the  country, 

Mr.  Moyfiy  oppofed  it,    as  taking  the  executive  power  out  Mr. /If-^/,^. 
of  thejiancis  of  the  Crown.    That  to  hold  out  to  the  world  at 
this  time,  tliat  Parliament  entertained  ajenloufy  of  the  Crown, 
was  not  likely  to  promote  the  good  eflefts  which  were  propofed 
by  this  bill.     That  it   would  be  a  violent  aft,   after  having 
empowered  and  dircfted  tlic  Crown  to  carry  onthe  war,  after 
having  authorized  the  Crown  to  make  peace,  if  it  could  h.ive 
been  "cfreacd  by  the  fubmiinon  of  America,   for  the  Icgilla- 
turc  on  a  fuddento  hold  their  hand  and  fay,   the  Crown  111  all 
not  negotiate  for  peace.  That  there  was  no  inflance  of  Parlia- 
ment taking  fuch  an  appohitment  as  this  into  their  own  hands, 
•       except  in  the  reign  of  Richard  the  Second,    which  aft   was 
\       in  a  few  years  rcp1;alcd  in  terms  of  reproach,  as  having  ufurpcd 
;       upon  the  royal  province.     That  the  progrefs  of  fuch  a  buu- 
i       refs  in  that  Houfe  would  be  attended  v/ltli  the  grollcfl  incon- 
5       venience  ;  diat  the  Houfe  mull  agree  or  difagree  among  thcm- 
felves  upon  the  nomination  ;   if  they  dilagrecd,   that  circum- 
;       fiance  of  itfelf  would  be  fufficicnt  to  fliew   the   impropriety 
1       of  550  people  coming  to  an  elcftion  of  fo  important  a  nature; 
not  to  mention  the  inconvenience  of  fuch  a  dilTention  going 
(       over  to  America,  or  the  aukwardnefs  of  a  debate  upon  names 
and  particular  individuals.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Houfe 
!       agreed,  and  took  at  once  the  nomination  of  the  King's  niini- 
'       fters,  it  would  come  to  the  fame  thing  as  if  it  had  been  lefc 
;       originally  to  the  Crown,  with  this  material  dlfterence,   ope- 
\     !       ratmg  to  their  own  difadvantage  ;  that   if  the  appointment 
'       fluouid  be  a  bad  one,  they  would  preclude  themfelves  from  all 
I     !       right  of  calling  the  miniflers  to  an  account  for  mifadvifing 
tlie  Crown,  an  inconvenience  that  would  ever  apply  to  every 
inftance  where  an  attempt  fliould  be  made  to  blend  the  legi- 
flative  and  executive  power  together. 

Mr.  fP'fMrbioHC  faid,  that  the  powers  intended  to  be  given  Mr:  ir\.{- 
by  the  commiflion  could  not  be  fafely  executed  but  by  per- <''■"""-•• 
fons  appointed  by  the  Crown  ;  (hat  the  Crown  had  been  in- 
trufted  with  the  appointment  of  commiffioners  to  tix-at  upon 
the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  and  had  had  power  to  lul- 
pend  the  a£l^  of  Pailiiment  which  prevented  the  free  trading 
intercoufe  between  the  rwo  kingdoms  during  the  ti-eaty  ;  that 
they  were  ordered  to  keep  the  whole  tranfaftion  fccrct,  and 
that  rhey  had  .0  kept  it;  that  nothing  could  give  a  proper 
jveight  and  fupport  to  the  commiffioners  but  the  perfcft  con- 
fidence which  Parliament  fliewcd  that  they  repofed  in  govcrn- 
''  ;uent : 
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mcnt ;  that  the  nommation  of  commiflioners  in  that  Houfc 
would  prove  a  thing  clearly  impra£ticable,  on  account  of  the 
indecent,  pcrfonal  difcuflions  that  it  would  give  rife  to  ;  and 
he  declared,  that  if  that  queftion  fliould  he  carried,  and  tlic 
commiihoners  noniinateil  hy  Parliament,  he  would  be  againft 
the  whole  commiflion,  the  bill,  and  the  plan  they  belonged  to,  | 
Mr.  F(x.  jVJr.  Fox  faid,   nothing  could  fo  cffedfually  defeat  the  pur-        ) 

pofe  of  the  commiflion,  as  the  leaft  thought  that  Parliament  j 
Topoi'cd  any  confidence  in  the  prefent  fcrvants  of  the  Crown  ;  j 
that  tliis  would  be  a  perpetual  fubjefl;  of  tliflruft,  jcalouly,  j 
and  animof.ty  to  the  Americans  ;  that  this  miniftry,  or  any  j 
perfons  of  their  appointment,  could  not  have  any  title  to  the  j 
confidence  of  Ameiica.  The  mirtifters  were  all  the  declared  : 
enemies  of  America,  and  were  only  brought  to  a  late  and  ah.-  { 
jeft  fubmiflion,  by  a  failure  in  tlreir  attempts  to  opprtfs  tliein  ' 
by  force  ;  that  the  commilfioners  v.hom  they  api)cinled  muft  ! 
accordingly  be  perfons  of  their  own  fl;anip  and  c'larafler  ;  | 
perfons  who  would  be  more  felicitous  to  fcrten  minifters  th;ui  ; 
to  ftrve  their  country,  and  arc  qualified  to  irritate,  rather  i 
than  to  appeafc  America ;  that  the  fecretary  of  Hate  for  the  ] 
colonies  (the  author  of  all  the  violent  anti  coercive  meafures)  i 
Avas  by  his  office  to  have  the  nomination  of  the  commiflioner;.,  I 
Suppofe,  the  firfl.  part  of  the  terms  IhouKl  be  the  puniniment  j 
of  tiiat  very  miniflrer,  would  the  perfons  nominated  i>y  him  j 
be  impartial  commiflioners,  and  fit  for  their  duty  in  fuch  a  i 
cafe  ?  Tliat  he  was  aftoniflied  at  the  infolence  of  mlnifterSj 
who  when  they  llioiild  be  in  fackcloth  and  allies,  for  the  ruiii 
which  they  have  brought  on  their  country,  were  prcfump-  1 
tuoully  making  demands  of  unlimited  confidence,  and  calling  i 
to  have  the  few  remaining  powers  whicli  had  been  left  to  Par-  j 
liamcnt  furrcndered  into  their  hands,  and  be  difpolcd  of  at  I 
their  pleafure.  | 

Mr.  Surir.  Mr.  Burkc  faid,  that  the  prefent  was  a  qucflion  of  men;  | 
that  the  meafure  wa?  decided  upon,  which  was  to  give  a  full  ! 
power  to  difpofc  of  all  llic  legillative  afts,  and  all  the  Icgifla-  j 
tive  powers  of  Parliament,  Co  far  as  they  concerned  America.  I 
That  there  never  had  been  fucli  a  trufl:  delegated  to  men,  and  j 
that  therefore  nothing  ever  was  more  important  than  the  pro-  j 
per  choice  of  them  ;  that  if  minifters  had  hitherto  (hewn,  in  ' 
any  one  infl:ance,  that  they  had  formed  a  right  judgment  on  . 
men,  lie  would  admit,  that  they  ought  to  be  truftcd  v.'itli  the  I 
nomination  of  men  upon  this  occahon.  Next  to  honefty  | 
(which  he  would  not  dili)ute  witli  the  ininiihrs)  the  groun'ii  i 
oi  c  .ufidence  in  men  was  loujiJeJ  on  two  thim;s ;  th.ii  thc-y    " 
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were  incapable  of  deceiving  others,  ami  were  alike  incapalile 
of  being  deceived  llicinlelves.  That  tlie  niinillcrs  had  been 
publicly  charged  in  that  Houfe  bv  thofc  who  had  all  a.long 
llipported  their  meafures,  'with  having  deceived  thcni ;  and 
their  juflificatlon  had  been,  that  they  were  themfclvcs  deceived 
in  every  particular  relating  to  America.  Now,  take  it  which 
way  you  pleafc,  he  faid,  whether  they  were  deceivers,  as  their 
friends  aflcrt,  or  deceived,  as  thenilelvc^  aikdgc,  they  arc 
not  fit  on  either  ground  to  be  trufled  ;  that  ih^y,  wiio  had 
judged  fo  ill  of  th,e  men  they  had  credited,  ip  all  tlieir  infor- 
mation concerning  America,  would  not  judge  better  in  the 
choice  of  the  men  whom  they  nominated  to  get  rid  of  the  fatal 
conli:c]uenccs  of  that  ill  information.  Tb.at  tiitir  conflant  de- 
fence, with  regard  to  the  ill  fuccefs  of  their  army  in  Ameri- 
ca, was  the  incapacity,  error,  or  neglefl:  ot  the  gcner;ds  thev 
had  appointed  ;  that  though  he  did  not  believe  this  was  the 
caufe,  yet  on  their  own  confeilion,  tlicy  had  made  n  wrong- 
judgment  of  the  peribns  they  had  employed  ;  and  if  they  were 
lb  unhappy  in  the  choice  of  generals,  they  w-ould  not  prove 
more  fortunate  in  their  choice  of  negotiators.  He  appre- 
hended, that  no  good  could  come  of  any  negotiation  w  !i:'.t- 
foever  intrufted  to  their  hands  ;  that  the  aiiair  was  nor  loo 
little  to  be  undertaken  by  Parliament  itfelf.  If  parlianv.n- 
tary  rights  muft  be  negotiated  upon,  it  was  fit  to  be  done  by 
;i  committee  of  the  two  Mor  es  of  Parliinicnt. 

In  order  to  fettle  India  aflairs  ,  a  committee  of  the  Mouic 
had  I'at  in  Leadenhall-Strcct  ;  they  might  as  well  fit  in  Anrc- 
vica  ;  the  objei^  is  moie  important,  if  the  diftancc  is  greater  ; 
that  he  faw  the  diift  of  the  whole  ;  the  miniflers  thought  to 
pay  their  court,  bv  cxleiiding  the  prerogative,  in  projiortioii 
as  they  had  kill  I'led  the  empire  ;  and  that  this  war  (which 
v,as  pretended  to  i^c  made  to  prevent  the  King's  having  a  re- 
venue in  America  independent  of  Parliament,  and  to  aiicrt 
the  power  of  the  Idoufe  of  Commons,  to  tax  all  the  P-ritiih 
dominions)  nou"  terminated  in  a  iiurcnder  of  the  n^ht  of 
taxation,  and  of  all  other  parliamentary  rights  to  adsife  or 
check  the  power  of  the  crown. 

Governoi-  Join/lone  tupported  the  iame  fide.     He  blamed,  Gov.  y,;.,, 
what  he  called  the  weaknels  of  the  argument  drawn  from  the/^'-""''- 
fuppofed  impoililiility  of  tlifculfing  the  merits  of  comnfi  " 
ners  in  that  Houfe  ;   faid,  that  it  had  not  delayed  the  '  " 
regulating   the  Eatt-India  company,   for  that  the  da 
pointing  the  commifuoneis  had  been  poftponed  until 
of  the  bill  was  '"nilhcd.     He  faid,  ^hat   ilic  comjni 
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ou.ht  to  be  men  of  great  wei^Ju,  perlonr-.  If  not  well,  ai  leall 
not  il!     affcacJ  to  thf:  Americans  ;  mvn  vvh.,  were  known  to 
have  an  opinion   of  their  ov/ii,  not  rr.acly  looking  towards 
the  court. 
Mr.P;.7.  Mr    P;/Mhnu:'ht   it   not   very  maten,  1,   ■.vncthcr  the  com- 

niilTioncrs  were  lu'.n.e.l  by  the  CuAvn,  <.r  by  ib.c  ^^ouie;  but 
was  of  opinion,  th;U  thev  WO\ild  be  more  r-.-lp-.iihb..-,  it  t, icy 
v/cre  named  by  the  Crown.  He  hope.l,  th.u  „s  they  li^.d  pro- 
ceeded fo  far  with  unanmiity,  th.it  ihey  would  not  now  civide, 
eyccTt  upon  the  moft  eiTential  points. 
I.o,d  7:h.  "  Lord  John  Cavaidijh  feemed  to  think  the  diffci-cnce  between 
'->'■-■«¥'•  fendin:^  out  commifTionerh  by  the  Crown  or  Parliament  was  of 
much  fmportance:  but  he  confidered  rdfo  the  expediting  chyle 
bills  to  be  fo  ncccllary,  that  he  would  have  nothing  liaricd  ai 
the  way  of  that  obj.a  ;  that  the  minifters  had  threatened  the 
i-ninority  with  the  ivjcftion  of  fhelrown  plan  ot  reconciliation, 
ifthev  were  not  to  have  it  exadUy  in  iheir  own  way  ;  that 
the  public  would  cafily  fee  who  was  the  true  mother  of  the 
child,  by  the  careof  preferving  it.  ^  •    q    1       Ti 

The    queflion  was   put,    and   the  motion  r-'jecied.      i  ne 
Houfedid  not  divide. 

l.Ir.Pwj'J.  Mr.  Pcwys  moved  an  inanition  to  the  committee  on  the 
conciliatory  bills,  to  receive  a  tLufe  to  repeal  the  Mallachu- 
fett's  charter  aft. 

'I'he  Lonl  Advocate  fupportcd  it. 

Mr.  ;W-  I\'I;-.   Jdlife.     1  fear  it  will   be   necelTiry  for  me  to  take  up 

■''/-  more   of  your   time  than  I  could  v/iPa.      PoIledeJ  neither  of 

eloquence  to  pleafe,    or  oiatory  to  enforce  my  opinions,    1  am 

under  the  neceiiity   of   ftating   in    fnnple  language    my    fvnti- 

.    '  ments;   fentimeuts  which   flow  from   a   heart  anxious  tor  the 

good  of  the  ftate,  and  a  mind  unawed  and  ui'.braUed,  but  by  a 

true  recrard  for  the  interef'c  of  my  country 

Sir/^it  the  commencemtiit  of  this  war,  I  trcAibled  you  wnh 
dcclai  ing  my  hearty  averllon  to  it.      1  ciuicav-nircd  to  convince 

you,  th;U  {hould  it  prove  Ihrcefsrul,  ti:e  utmoil:     '  '  ' ^ 

the  utrnoft  advantage  we  could  '.,ai:i,  v/a:.  ;'n 
/ion  of  the  C(-loiues  through  fenr  ;  a  liil'imilui 
lu.t  the  'nlerel"!:  of  this  country  to  o^iii-,  .:i 
.u-i';inated  in  terror,  mull  end  in  lebriiiou  ■, 
ExiV.ni  more  true,  than  that  aulhcuacv  which  r; 
UP-r-v,  .id  by  force  alone,  n.av  and  v.-ill  be  rci 
foKc  i.  diimniflicd  or  rcm.v,Jj  ;  ror  is  any  p 
clcr.t-    litr.n  that  America  cncrcaiing  the  lunul 
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bitants,  miifl:  Coon  rife  above  any   apprchcnfioiis  from  your 

power. 

I  told  you.  Sir,  you  might  fmother  the  fl:ime  with  coals, 
but  ihe  fire  would  burfl:  forth  in  general  conflagration  ;  you 
might  conquer,  but  you  never  would  convince  by  the  fvvoid. 
I  then  opened  a  more  difmal  profpedt.  I  fuppofed  (which 
was  then  received  as  vifionary  and  ideal)  that  your  armies 
might  be  refifted,  perhaps  defeated  ;  that  inftcad  of  feeing 
America  at  your  feet,  you  might  find  her  brave,  refolute, 
and  determined  ;  that  the  war  might  laft  fome  years  ;  that 
you  might  flied  your  nobleft,  dearell:  blood  ;  that  you  mir;ht 
exhaufl:  all  your  refources  :  that  France  might  aid  the  colo- 
nies, and  you  not  dare  to  refent  the  infult ;  that  the  kingdom 
might  be  reduced  to  the  -.ibyfs  of  diftrcfs  in  which  it  n^w  is  ; 
I  then  aiked  the  noble  Lord,  who  was  and  Hill  is  the  oftoiirible 
conduilor  of  the  affairs  of  this  nation,  what  amends  lie  could 
make  to  thofe  he  had  involved  in  this  calamity  ;  to  thofe  gen- 
tlemen who  creduloufly  had  pledged  their  lives  and  fortunes 
in  fupport  of  his  meafurcs.  Flaving  thus  publickly  avowed 
my  averfion  to  the  war,  having  ftated  in  tb.c  ftrongcft  language 
the  confequences  which  I  forcfav/,  I  have  been  thought  iii- 
confiftcrit  in  giving  my  fupport  to  the  continuance  of  v/hat  I 
difapproved  in  the  commencement.  Sir,  I  afk  your  forgive- 
nefs  for  entering  into  this  matter;  but  it  is  a  duty  I  o\".c  my 
own  charafler,  to  reconcile  my  conduct.  At  that  conjunc- 
ture, before  the  fv.'ord  was  drawn,  two  alternatives  oii'ered 
themfelves,  the  one  v/as  plain,  eafy,  and  to  my  uiidtrflr.nding 
obvious;  it  conld  have  taken  little  time,  it  could  hnvc  coit 
neither  blood  nor  treafure  ;  if  it  had  failed,  ihc  lall  migb.t  iiave 
been  adopted  ;  with  much  better  pretence  v/e  then  might  ijavc 
drawn  the  fword  :  a  conciliatory  conJucl:  could  not  have  in- 
flamed the  fore,  but  hoftility  lacerpred  tiie  wound,  and  has 
difnembered  half  the  empire.  Before  this  cruel  war  com- 
menced, I  was  anxious  to  obtain  that  tranquility  by  lenient 
I  meafures,   which  hollility  could  never  efix-ft.     The  majority 

of  this  Houfe,  the  whole  nation,  were  of  a  different  opinion, 
[  1  they  rejeckd  the  palm,  and  drew  the  fvv'ord.  Hofrilities  being 
j  commenced,  and  independence  declared,   the  idea  of  accom- 

!  j  modation  vaniflicd  ;  nothing  but  vigour  could  regain  Ame- 
;  '  rica  ;  it  called  for  unanimity,  it  called  for  all  your  exertions  ; 
it  was  my  duty  then  to  fupport  the  honour  of  my  country. 
When  America  defied  our  force,  we  fliould  have  betrayed  the 
very  cowardice  with  which  we  have  branded  them,  to  iiave 
filed  for  peace  ;  as  while  there  was  a  poflibility  of  concilia- 
tion, conciliato-y  meafures  ought  to  have  bee.T  adopted  ;  fo 
E  e  e  2  -"  v/hen' 
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when   rcconciliatioii  was   pafied,   force  could  only  be  met  by 
force. 

Sir,  It  is  ftlways  painful  to  differ  from  thofe  we  refpecl:,  and  I 
in  qiiL-jlions  of  finall  importance,  if  every  man  was  to  follow  ' 
his  own  caprice,  no  government  could  lall  a  d?.y  ;  the  bufinefs 
of  this  cripire  v/ould  be  anarchy  and  confufioii  :  but  when  the 
fate  of  thoufands  is  at  ft^'.ke,  when  millions  may  be  wafted, 
and  an  empire  loft,  he  ill  dcferves  to  fit  here,  who  can  from 
any  motive  lacnfice  his  opinion.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of 
the  Crown  to  bribe  a  man  of  property  on  fuch  occafioiis.  It 
is  not  an  empire  that  can  pay  a  man  for  his  own  dellruftion. 
Sir,  fince  America  hath  avowed  independence,  and  profclTcdly 
contemned  your  power,  it  is  my  fmcere  opinion,  that  the 
meafurcs  of  government  have  nit   only   been  dcfenlible,   but  I 

no  others  could  have  been  adopted  ;    and   I  am  fure,  no  mini-  I 

Her,   who  rcg:;rdcd  his  own  fituation,  and  wi(hed  the  real  in- 
terell:  and    honour  of  his    country,   could   h^cve  purfucd  any  j 

other  line  but  that   of  vigorous  hoftility.     I'hat  vigour  has 
failed,   and    indifputably  great  blame    and   cenfure  rnuft  fall  | 

fomewhere  ;    whether   the    neglect   hath   been  in  the  inftruc-  . 

tions  fep.t  from  hence,  or  in  the  executing   them,   time   and  j 

enquiry  mnft  determine  :    that  enquiry  cannot  be  diftanr,   not  ! 

only  into  the  failure  of  General  Burgoyne,   but  into  the  con-  , 

iiui.1  of  the  whole  war.     Peace  on  almoft  any  terms  mufi:  now  i 

be  obtained.      It  may  be  allied,  would  you  treat  with  the  Cnn-  1 

grefs  r    1  fay.  Yes.    Would  you  confer  with  rebels  .?    Without  | 

a  doubt,   '^'ou  ha\e  tried  force,  vou  have  failed  ;  without  fonie  | 

terms,  not  only  America   is   loft,   but  this   nation  is  undone,  j 

Thevvhole   nation   call    for   peace,   and    if  you  have    it   not,  j 

there   v«ill  be  war  at  home.  ' 

Sir,    1  am  foriy  on  this,    as  on  other  occafion^,    to  obferve, 
the  noble  Lord  [Lord  North  I  fo  blends  every  propofition  with  j 

much  that  1  like,  and  fomething  that  I  dillike,    that  although  i 

he  gains  my  alluit,  I  am  unable  to  give  him   my  hearty  fup-  I 

jiort.      As  at  the  comniencciiiei:t  of  the  war,   the  addrels  v.-as  I 

fuch  a  mixture,   that  it  deprived  me  of  giving  my  vote;    fo  at  I 

this  period,  though  I  approve  what  is  intended  to  be  done,    I  ; 

difapprove  the  niode  of  doing  it  ;    as  1  wifh  for  peace,   there  ' 

appear    to   me   more  probable  mcafures   to    accelerate  it  than 
thofc  now  oftered  to  your  confideration. 

Sir,  it  is  a  maxim  with  mJ,  it  is  one  of  my  firft  ftudicr, 
V/hen  I  confer  a  favour,  to  do  it  in  fuch  a  m:>iiner,  as  fliall 
render  it  moll  agreeable;  when  I  make  av  lie'-,  I  W(;u!d  (o 
model  it,  as  to  render  it  moPc  acceptable  ■  ,<  i:  i.i.i'er  1  mean  to 
do,  i  love  to  do  at  once;  whatever  couv-/;  Oi.s  we  mean  to 
*  ,  make. 
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make,   that  OioulJ   be  our  firfl:  propoL!.     I,   Sir,   c!e;c"  the 

appearance  of  iiifidioufiiefs.     Whatever   this  country  means 

to  concede   to  America,   flioiild   be  made  the  firll  ftep  ;  that 

firil  ftcp   fhoulJ    be    palatable.       Itiftead    of  rufpenilin'-;  the 

obnoxious  afls,   let  us  be  open,  and  repeal  thcnu     TheTioble 

Lord  avows  an  intention  finally  to  repeal  tliem,  v/hv  not  do  it 

at  firft  ?    America  does  and  will  iufpeft  you  nl  den^rns,   if  that 

is  not  your  firil  nicafure.     We  arc  not  in  a  cjr.dicjjn  to  ha~- 

gle  :  we  have  loll  an  empire  ;   it  is  an  humiliating  confiJera- 

tion  ;    but  we  are  in  the  Ifate  of  fuppli.ints.     H;"th:it  flatters 

us  with  contrary  allertions,  deceives.      Si:',   I  truft  we  v.re  not 

nil   undone  pe-iplc  :    but  our  ;j;rcatiicfs  i;  \'  -.nity  ;    that  vanity 

has  been  our  ruin.      It  is  the  fancies  or'  o;ir  wealth  and  pou-cr 

that  have  undone  us.      It   is   the  v.'ant   of  l:nu'.vledgc    of   our 

own  ability  and  ftren^^th,  and  our  ignorance  of  that   of  our 

opponents,   tliat  hath  chus  rch-c-d  us, 

■  Sir,  1  hivedi-rcir-d  ;    but  will  rci;uin  m  enforce  my  earnefi: 

,       wifn,  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  .ails.      Will   not  the  repeal 

of  thefe  laws  convince  America,  that  v/e  are  in  eaniell:  in  our 

;       declarations  of  amity  .?    May  it  not  fow  di\'i!io!)s,  and  d.ifunite 

j       the  Congrefs  ?  May  it  not  induce  at  leaft  lome  of  the   pro- 

I       vinces  to  hold  out   a  wifh  of  conciliation  with  the'parent- 

,       ftate?   While    your   afls  ftand   unrepe,>.lul,    it  is  their  intcreli: 

',       to  be  united  ;    remove  the  caufe  of  that  union,   and  the  efYeeT: 

I       willceafe;  remove  this  ground    of  jeiiloufy,   flicvv   them   you 

'       arc  convinced  of  your  own  folly  and  ralhnefs,  and   thcir'rc- 

j       gard  for  you  will  return. 

I  Suppofe  they  nave  entered  into  any  treaty  v/ith  France,    is 

I  not  this  the  moft  probable  means  to  render  it  void  ?  .Sir,  if 
]  they  are  convi.^ccd  of  your  finccrity,  they  will  dephire  that 
I  connexion,  and  v,'ill  find  fome  method  to  frultrate  it's  fuecefs. 
I  Suppofe  that  every  province  may  not  unite  in  opinion  againll 
'  this  propofal,  a  treaty  muft  be  opened  with  that  province 
which  will  alarm  the  rcil  ;  until  every  thing  is  agreed  on,  no 
one  province  c?n  fafely  join  you  ;  and  as  much  time  mufl  be 
'  taken  in  treaty,  that  province  who  wifhes  to  return  to  its  con- 
,  ncftions  with  thi-j  country,  mult  be  fubje'^t  to  the  attacks  and 
;  depredations  of  the  others,  or  murt  admit  your  troops,  and 
!  then  fubmit  to  whatever  terms  you  think  proper  to  impofe  ; 
^  if  you  repeal  the  aiSls,  they  may  the^  open  their  arms  to  you 
I       and  they  are  fafe. 

I  The   fufpe:ii~\on  wears  the  face  of  infidiournEfs,  and  you 

•        cannot  imagine  America  fo  blind,  as  not  to  fufpecT:  fuch  a  de- 
;    .    fign  :   if  it  fhouJd  flrike  them  in  this  light,  you  will  continue 
to  alienate  and   provoke  inflread  of  foothmg  and  attaching; 
i  ^  '  >^u 
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you  will  make  them  continue  to  believe,  that  your  offers  of 
conciliation  are  not  only  feigned,  but  thut  the  fame  pl.ui 
againft  ihcir  freedom  luiks  behind  the  mafi-c. 

Sir,  I  deprecate  i  Britifli  Parliament  to  be  themfelves,  to 
be  open  and  liberal,  to  remember  that  they  are  treating  with 
their  children,  and  that  the  fate  of  the  empire  depends  on 
this  ail. 

Mr.  EU'is  faid,  it  was  againfl  the  law  of  Parliament  to  re- 
ceive claufcs  for  the  repeal  of  afts  when  two  flagcs  of  parlia- 
mentary difcuffion  were  pafled  To  repeal  a  law  was  the 
fume  thing  as  to  bring  in  a  new  bill,  and  ought  to  be  debated 
both  on  the  introduL^ion  and  fecond  reading.  He  added,  that 
nodoeirine  coui  i  be  fo  dan-crous  to  the  liberty  of  the  iubjeft, 
as  to  maintain  a  right  in  the  Crown  to  grant  charters  inde- 
pendent of  the  power  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  V/cihhrkurnc  was  of  the  fame  opinion. 
,  Sir  r,"iU'ia:n  Meredith  replied,  that  no  order  of  the  Houfe 
could  he  picadeil  in  bar  of  receiving  a  claufe  for  repealing  thofe 
afls  tii:it  were  obivi.xioiis  to  the  Americans  ;  it  was  aKv.iys  in 
the  direciion  of  ihc  floufe.  A  cb.nfe  to  introduce  novel,  un- 
digefled,  foreign  matter,  in  the  middle  ftagc  of  a  bill,  ought  fel- 
doni  to  be  admitted.  But  it  was  the  cou'lant  nraftice,  not 
only  ccMifoiiant  to  difcretion,  but  even  liindlng  on  the  good 
fenfcof  the  Koufe,  to  receive  ckufes  that  were  cllentially  ne- 
cciTarv  to  the  execution  of  the  hiw  propord,  ii.ore  efpccially 
in  the  cafe  of  repeals  of  bills,  that  were  fully  known,  and  had 
alie.iJv  gone  through  their  full  ceiirfc  of  difciillion.  So  nc- 
cellary  vvas  the  repeal  of  the  oftVp.five  acts  to  the  prefent  bill, 
that  with'.-.ut  a  total  repeal,  it  Wiuld  be  not  only  nugatory  but 
mifchicvous. 

'!lic  right  of  charters  being  held  independent  of  the  power 
of  Parliament,  had  not  been  fairly  Hated.  It  had  been  faid, 
thai  a  charter  Leing  ih;  r.a  of  or.t  hr.i.icii  f  the  legljliiure  only, 
coiM never  ftan.l  iigeihi/l  the  unltc.1  l''>:ucr  o)  all  the  three  hrmiches 
of  tl e  legifidturc.  But  there  a:c  fv:ch  things  as  unalienable 
rights;  and  the  foundation  of  e'.er;  unalienable  right  is  this; 
when  he  who  is  competent  to  co:-o,  cy,  conveys  ;  and  he  v/ho  is 
competent  to  receive,  accepts :  fuch  conveyance  on  one  hand, 
and  acceptance  on  the  other,  vl;cil-.e!  by  gift,  pui chafe,  or 
anv  ciher  confideration,  conir.'.'itc  a  right,  which  by  the  law 
and  coi'flitution  of  England,  is  w.^Ji enable,  and  unlefs  by 
confer. t  or  forieiture  cannot  be  taker,  away.  Charter  rights 
are  at  lealf  as  factcd  as  the  rights  of  property.  And  what 
fituation  would  property  be,  if  r-  v/as  an  argument  for  depriv- 
ing a  rtaii  of  his  foiiune,  th;it  the  conveyance  was  the  afl  of 
"^     •  '^  V  one 
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one  man  only,  and  could  never  (land  ag.iinft  the  united  powers 
of  the  iegiflatnix  of  Gieat  Ikiiain  ?  But  if  P.irliameiit,  which 
is  inftituted  to  prefcrve,  fliould  alTume  a  power  to  violate  pri- 
vate or  public  rights,  that  fpirit  which  had  often  been  fo  11.I0- 
rioufly  and  fucccfifully  exerted  againlt  the  difpcnJinij;  power 
of  liings,  would  now  be  called  forth  agaiiifi:  the  dilpenfing 
power  of  parliaments. 

Fdirnnry  24. 
Mr.  Pcivys  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal   tliL  llcPi'jyi. 
Mallachiifeti's  chaiter  ncl,  which  was  ao,rced  to. 

The  lloufe  went  into  a  committee  on  the  two  conciliatory 
bills. 

Mr.  Bun-ell  faid,  he  had  hitherto  aSed  in  fupport  of  theMr.  fi^r- 
meafurcs  of  government,  bccaufe  he  had  been  perfuaded  they"'^" 
v/ere  fighting  for  the  rights  of  Parliament ;  that  taxation  was 
the  primary  objeiSi;  of  the  conteft  ;  that  therefore  he  (liould 
thiiik  it  very  unwarrantable  to  give  up  that  ground  till  fome 
conceffions  had  been  made  by  America.  He  ftated  f  ime  ob- 
jeclions  to  the  other  bill,  to  enable  his  Majeily  to  appoiiic 
commilfioners.  That  the  bill  did  not  fpecify  on  what  fub- 
jects  they  were  to  treat,  and  on  what  they  were  not  to  treat. 
Were  they  to  treat  with  the  Americans  on  the  fubjcct  of  their 
independence  .'  Inhere  was  nothing  in  this  bill  to  prevent 
them  from  doing  fo.  He  objeiSted^  hkev/ile  to  the  poA'er  of 
caufuig  a  ceflat'on  of  holnlities,  and  pointed  out  fomc  incon- 
venienrifs  a.ttei.ding  it. 

Mr.  A'l Tctjn  fiid,  he  had  very  great  objeflions  to  both  the  Mr.  hUc 
bills  ;  but  as  he  was  not  able  at  that  time  to  g3  through  with  ""• 
them,  he  E,avc  notice,  he  meant  to  oppofe  them  in  fome  other 
ftage,  though  this  was  the  rnoll  regular  time  of  doing  it.  But 
hi'  itill  Hiclarcd  his  conftaiicv  in  his  old  opinion  concerning 
taxation,  and  ihat  it  ought  to  be  inforced  He  had  liicewife  an 
infu)ierah*e  ubje.'lion  to  the  other  bill,  and  that  was,  that  it 
was  in  ti  c  power  of  the  commiflioners  to  treat  on  the  inde- 
pendenc  ■  of  America  :  the  very  idea  of  fuch  a  thing  would 
ei".'::ura"-c  ihcin  to  demand  it.  There  fhould  be  a  claufe  in 
the  bill,  to  obiiije  the  Americans  to  make  a  formal  rcnuncia- 
ti(m  of  thaL  cl  lim. 

Lord  B.-auch  :)7ip  was  of  the  fiime  opinion,   as  to  the  rcnun-Lord  Bcju- 
cintli.n  ..I    lu!..  p  ndciice.  c/«|^•/•. 

General  r'ru/lr  went  through  the  whole  fubjefl  of  the  Amc-  Gen.  Fm- 
rican    difpuie  fo    thei'e   lait  fifteen  or  fixteen  years  ;   tiave   hlil""- 
opinion  on  tiv.:  Itam  i-.ict  (d'the  late  Mr.  GrenviUe,  whom  he 
fpoke  of  in  terms  of   the  highelt  regard   and   anecfion.     He 
thought  the  r  peal  of  the  ftamp-ai^t  an  uavvife  meafure,   be- 
o  ,-'  '  cnufc 
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caufc  be  had  great  reafon  to  think  it  would  have  been  acquicfced 
in  ;  but  allowed  that  the  repeal  was  in  elll-^Lt  a  \'ircual  renun- 
ciation of  the  exercifd  of  the  ri<,ht  of  taxation,  and  therefore 
that  it  fliould  not  have  been  a'^^ain  taken  up.  Me  then  went 
through  the  whole  of  the  fubrcr,':ent  proceed;i>!';s,  and  lament- 
ed the  defpondcncy  of  the  miniftry  in  making  fuch  conccirions, 
when  he  was  all'iired  the  rcfouvces  of  this  country  wer^  ade- 
quate to  the  fuhJuing  of  the  rebellion.  He  hoped,  however, 
that  if  thefe  bills  had  not  cfred,  wcfliould  be  all  unanimous 
in  profccuting  the  war. 

M:.  Fox  anfwercd  direiftly  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  \A\,  that  in  his  opinion  the  bills  would  have  no  etYecf  ; 
that  it  was  too  late  ;  tliat  the  reafon  of  his  giving  all  afTiltance 
to  the  bills  was,  that  there  was  a  polTibil'ty,  and  but  a  poffibi- 
lity,  of  their  fuccefs  ;  there  was  a  chance  of  it,  though  it  was 
fo  fmall,  that  it  was  bcvond  the  pov/er  of  calculation  ;  but 
yet,  as  the  prize  was  fo  great,  as  that  of  a  peace  with  de- 
pendent America,  it  was  worih  the  trial.  He  ft.ued  fome 
objections  as  to  the  parts  of  the  |jnncipal  bill.  The  powers 
of  the  commilTi  iners  v;ere  not  biige  cnou-ji  :  they  ihould 
have  the  power  of  fufpcnding  the  Itaiutcs  alTefling  America 
made  before   1763,  as  well  as  afterwards. 

Mr.  fFedderburne  hejran  with  declarin*:;  his  i-eafon  for  ap- 
proving of  the  prcfent  bills  was  n  )t  grounded  on  dcfpondency  ; 
he  was  well  perfuaded  our  ftrcngth  was  fliil  '^^rear,  our  re- 
foiirces  almoll  inexhaiiftibie  ;  and  ind'ed  hi:;  chiif  hopes  were 
formed  on  our  flrcngth,  a\ul  on  the  refpeiilable  fituation  of 
our  aflairs  ;  for  that  if  we  v.xre  not  llrong,  and  cap.aMe  of 
going  on  with  the  v/a.r,  he  was  afraid  ih.re  was  little  hopes 
of  fuccefs  in  negotiation.  Hut  lii-,  rcal'in  for  promoiing  tlie 
prcfent  meafures  was,  thattlu-  nrii!--.iiMt(..;i  of  tru  war,  though 
attended  with  fuccefs',  would  not  coiiiiviifaLi-  for  the  incon- 
veniencics  of  purfuuic^  it.  H-  iu.'l  p'lt  tiic  Kail  douht  but  his 
Majsfrv's  arms  would  be  crov.-v  I  witii  finjiletc  fuccefs  in 
the  end;  but  he  thou-jiit  a  finf  J.v  ter::'.:;^i'LiO!i  by  this  means 
was  preferable  to  conqutil  by  l-':i;r:i  of  i\\:v\  With  rcj  :rd  tT 
the  particular  parts  of  the  bill,  ho  conljlied  he  iiiould  be  ra- 
ihf-r  fif  opinion  to  liave  given  flic  comnii.'a.mers  unlimited 
powe!-,  and  leave  the  r^  (I  enlirely  to  th  ir  v.vn  flKciction. 
He  tlicii  anfwered  fome  objections  that  h...i  ii>  .  a  ;o.;..le  by  two 
j'CiitlMucn  at  trie  begmnrng  of  t'.K-  I'obaie  ;  fii  !,  li.ac  revenue 
was  \\:\l  the  caufc  of  die  war,  liu.t  the  rt  .d  fpiin.^  of  it  was  to 
crnlh  a  fpirit  of  inde|5endence-;  iiaviiigin  tlic  C(;airne:iccni.'nt 
of  his   fpeech  commented  on  the  co;idu£l  of  c;'.'nt!cmcii  wiio 
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pretended   to   receive   the  bill  nt  firfl:  with  ^rcat  plcafiire,    but 

have  afterwards  raifeJ  ninny  objcflions  to  it. 

,     i  This  called   up   Mr.  Townjiimd  and  Mr.   Burh-..  both   of  Mr.  Burh. 

I     ■       whom  defended  themfelves  from  the  tLfljcl ions  thrown  out  by 

the  li\{[  hoiiour.-'.bls  gentleman  on  the  conduft  of  that  HJe  of 

thelloLife  :  d'.c'ai  cd"  that  the  moftforniidjbleo'ojef^ions  to  the 

body  of  the  bills  were  made  by  thofe  who  had   .all  along  fup- 

p-utcd  the  deftruflivc  vvir  which  gave  occafion  to  the  prcfent 

bills:  on  the  other  hand,  what  was  the  conduit  of  thefe  gentle- 

I  men  who  had  c;iJeavoured  to  prevent  thmgs  coming  totheprc- 

!  fcnt  unhappy  crifis  ?  Thougli  they  at  firfl  declared  their  fear,  it 

was  ton  late  ;   they  had  given  no  trouble  but  what  fliewcd  their 

real  defire  of  the  prnpofitions   t.d;ing  effect.      They  yellcrday 

propofed  an  inllruclion  to  the  committee,   v/hich,  if  received, 

would  only  tiave  given  the  bill   more  weight,   and  thofe  who 

are    to   execute    it   greater   dignity.      Tliis,    though   certainly 

well  intended,   was   urged   with  moderation,  and  was   carried 

againft:   rhcm  without   a   divifion.     Mr.  Burke  went  through 

many  <if  the  former  aiguments  with  freili  \  igour. 

I  Lord  N^ri'j  faid,  he  took  that  opportunity  to  declare,  what-  Lord  i\'crib, 

'     I      ever  diirerent  ojjlnions  there  might  be  concerning  the  powers 

I      of  the  commiiTiciners,  that  they  would  have  pofitive  inilruc- 

tions  not  to  allow  of,  or  to  treat  concerning,   the  claim  of  in- 

i       dependency    fet    up   by  America  ;   they  mult  treat  as  fui^jecls, 

j       or  I'.ot  all.      lie  fiiould  not  now  enter  into   a    difcufl'.on  con- 

1       cerning  the  diilliuions  between  the  two  countries  ;    he  had 

•      gone  into  tliis  a:  laigea  few  days  ago. 

j  Mr.  U'll/ho:   faid,"t!iai  though   the  motion   f^T  the  Speaker  Mr.  ;,"„'- 

■I       to  leave  the  ch.,ir  was  to  go  into  a  committee  on  tlie  111  it  biil,"-"'- 

[     i      he  begged  leave   to  conflder  the  tv.'O  bills  as  compoilng  one 

i     i       plan,   and  though  it  v.'as  more  regular  to  debate   the  v::iious 

j      parts  of  them  when   they  cam?  to  a  committee,  he  could  not 

I       help  now   faying,  that  he  thought  the  bills  upon  the  whole 

'       were  extremely    well   calculated   to  anfwer   the   purpofes  for 

'       which  they  ■w. re  intended  ;  that  there  was  a  peculiar  |-ropri-ety 

!       in  not  inl'erting  in  the  bill  a  claufe  for  obliging  the  Americans 

'  to  refcind  their  vote  of  independence  ;  becaule,   if  they  treat 

,      '       at  all  under  this  bill,   it  muft  be  as JuhjeS.'s,   and    tb.e   demand 

j      j       of  fuch    a   formal   and   exprefs    renunciation,    might   prevent 

j      ,       their  proceeding  at  all  in  the  treaty,  though  they  fhould  other- 

■      j       wife   wifli   it.     He  intended  at  prefent  to  fpeak  chiefly  in  fa- 

i      ]       vour  of  the  principle  of  the  bill  ;  a   principle  he  had   been 

I      '       purfuing,   and  on  which  he  had  adcd  ever  fince  he  h.ad  a  feat 

'  in  the  Houfe  ;   namely,  of  rtftoring  union  and  harmony,    by 

'  a  rcvifal  of  the  'aws  relative  to  America.     That  before  he  de- 

Vot.  VIII.     ,  Fff     -  livercJ 
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livcrcJ  his  own  p,enirine  .Tiid  unbiafled  ll-ntimcnts,   he  dtfircil         ! 
to  do  juftice  to  the  fentiments  of  thofe  with  whom  he  fliould 
be  fo  unfortunate  as  toditt'er,  on  which  ever  fide  of  theHoufe 
that   difference   might  be.     He  was  very  far  from   thinlcing, 
that  this   war  was    originally  ca'jfed,    or   has   been   kept  un 
fince,  either  by  a  fpirit  of  opprciuon  on  one  fide  of  the  Houfe,         I 
or  bv  a  fpirit  of  faction  on  the  other.    He  w.is  pcifuadcd,  that        ' 
there  were  very  few   gentlemen  en  either  fide  of  the  Houf.-,         j 
who  had  not  all  along  adled,   and   who  v.'ould  not  continue  to 
r.fl:  from  the  coiividtion  of  their  own  mind,  and  to  the  bell  of        ; 
their  judgment ;     a  judgment,  pcrhnps,    far  fuperior  to  his 
own  :  bu't  that  it  appeared  to  him,    in  a  queftion  of  this  im- 
portant nature,    to  be  incundx  nr  on   every  man  to  form  an 
opinion,  and  much  more  fo,  v/nen  he  had  formed  one,   to  ait        j 
up  to  it.     His  opinion   was   not  ilie  opinion  of  the  day  :  but         | 
had  been  the  condant  guide  of  his  condu£l- ;   namely,  to  hiiv:         . 
given  the  /Americans  f:mc  fitifuli-ji  en  t!,c  j;ihjc£t  of  puiimitcj        \ 
taxation,  and  to  Jbcw  a  vjiirrr.^jy.if  to  rrvi/}  t!.-:  /.naj  'r/  v.  hiJi  ihcy         j 
might  think  tbaif  Ives  t/^->i:iu'.!  ^   lor   tho!.i;.'i    ir   is    now   laid,         i 
that  revenue  v/as  not  the  olijccl  r,(  the  war,  and  tliat  if  it  had,        j 
it  would  not  have  been  worth  contendin/,  for,  yet  he  thought        j 
cverv  body  muft  allow,   taxation  was  certainly   the  tuigin  of        j 
the  quarrel  ;   it  was  the  fiifc  caufe  of  it ;   it  was  fiiTi  in  point  of        /■.■ 
time,   if  not    in    point   of  coi:j}q:u-iue  \   and   tlioug'a   th.'  quel-         I 
tion  was  more  cnmplica'.cd  v,'!:cn  he  took  I'.i'.  f--,it  in  th  j  noulc,         1 
yet  hethouL:,ht  much  dci'CiuIed  on   the  hii'"  >_,ioiiiKl  of  the  con- 
ted,  as  the  fublcquent   lleps  mij^ht  be  only  the  confequencei 
of  the  dilTerent  ideas  of  the  two  countries  on  that  qutliion.  He 
alwavs  thought  till  fomethino;  was  done  c:i  tl-is  fubjeiff,  there 
would  be   no  end  of  the  difpute  ;  as  a  proof  of  vvhicli,   he  re-        j 
ferred  to  the  two  bills  on  the  table.     He  had  no  doubt  of  tlie        j 
competency  of  Parliament  to  tax  America  ;   but  on  the  other        j 
hand,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  unreafonablenefs  of  our  exer-        , 
cifing  this  right  before  fome  limitation  was   put  to  it.     '1  i-.is        j 
right  was  new   in  point  of  e,\Lrcife.      We  h,.d  liitl.urto  been        j 
contented  with   the  rellraints  on  their  commerce.     I'he  con-        ' 
duiff  of  the  conftitution  in  f  mdar  but   much    lefs  llrong  m-         "j 
Ifances,  and  above  ;i!I,   the  peculiar  fituation  of  Anieric.:,  liid 
in   his   opinion   require    us   to   withold  th,:    excfiifi-:^  ot   this        I 
riijhr,    though  in  theory  it  certainly  belonged  to  us.      He  en-        j 
teTed  at  large  into  the  rcafons  that  induced  him  to  be  of  tlii'i        j 
opinion,  which  were  chiefly  the  jjeculiar  i'ltuarion  c/f  Amcric.i,        ! 
V/hich  prevented   the  inhabitants  of  that  country  from  having 
the  fame  fecurity  that  every  I'urcprtf/iied  individual  here  en- 
joys, '.ecaufe  he  fubm[ts  to  no  tux  but  v/liat  the  npnfu'.c.i 
\  equally 
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equally  fubmit  to  :  and  theicfore,  though  he  had  no  infcrefc 
in  the  ai'Ittnl  repixTentatlon,  he  ("afejy  confided  that  thofo  who 
make  the  laws,  eiiher  by  thenifflves  or  their  reprefentatives, 
will  lay  no  uniifcelT.iry  burden,  (or  if  they  did,  all  nnift  equal- 
ly bear  a  fhare  of  it.  I'ut  this  was  by  no  means  the  lot  of  the 
Atnerican  :  he  muft  have  fubmitted  to  taxes,  not  only  which 
he  was  not  corcerncd  in  impofing,  but  which  thofe  who  did 
impofe  them  did  not  bear  any  fliJicof,  and  therefore  he  want- 
ed that  fecurity  for  their  ciiuality  :ind  jullice,  He  did  not 
tliink  this  country  would  have  abufed  this  po^vcr  by  a  grievous 
cxercife  of  it  :  but  he  never  underflood  it  to  be  an  argument 
in  favour  ef  a  contefled  right,  that  the  p.rfons  who  were 
to  exercife  ir,  vi'ould  have  the  gosdncjs  not  to  abufe  it,  and 
efpecially  when  a  tax  was  laid  avowedly  to  eliablifh  the 
prir.ciple  of  an  unlimited  right^  of  taxation.  That  America 
fliould  contribute  was  highly  reafonable,  and  what  Amoica 
herfelf  did  not  deny  :  but  it  was  faid  by  a  learned  gentleman, 
that  the  real  fpring  of  the  v/ar  was  to  crufli  a  fpint  of  inde- 
pendence, that  was  always  defigned,  and  now  aiSlually  fet  up 
in  dcfianceof  the  legiflature  of  this  country.  He  faid,  he  did 
not  mean  to  juflify  the  Americans  ;  their  conduift  in  taking 
up  arms  juflificd  us  in  repelling  force  by  force  :  but  he  be- 
lieved independence  vv;is  no  more  their  dcfign  in  the  bcgin- 
ninn-,  than  oppreflion  was  ours  at  any  period  of  the  contefl:. 
If  it  was,  there  was  no  excufe  for  not  proceeding  with  more 
vi"Our  at  firlt,  and  no  ground  to  hope  for  accommodation 
now.  He  confefled,  he  had  ftill  hopes  of  a  permanent  re- 
conciliation, chieflv  founded  on  this,  that  the  claim  of  inde- 
pendence was  a  CBufequi'ncc  of  the  quarrel,  and  not  the  oiigi- 
nal  defign  of  that  country  in  its  colledfive  capacity,  hov/ever 
fome  individuals  might  wi(h  it  :  but  faid,  if  he  had  thought 
the  fcruples  of  America  concerning  taxation  lefs  reafonable 
than  he  did  think  them,  he  faw  no  folid  ohjeflion  before  we 
had  entered  into  this  civil  war,  to  the  hiving  fatisiicd  the 
Americans  on  the  fubjedl:  of  unUniitcd  tiixation,  to  hax-ing 
offered  fome  fecurity  that  we  would  not  abufc  this  power,  that 
they  miijht  have  known  explicitly  the  footing  on  which  we 
meant  to  put  them  when  conquered,  and  which  might  per- 
haps have  favcd  us  that  experiment.  The  cafe  was  now,  in- 
deed, a  good  deal  altered.  [?e  wiflied  fomcthin^j  circ£live' 
had  been  done  fooner,  but  hoped  it  was  ilill  not  too  late. 

Mr.  TeJTz  clofed  the  debate,  and  kept  the   lloufe  in   a  con- 
tinual laugh  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  fpecch. 

The  blanks  in  the  commiilioners  bill  were  filled  up,  and  it     ■ 
was  ordered  to  b^  reported. 

F  ff  -        ■'  Feb. 
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Fchiuvyz';,. 
Order  of  the  Jay  to  go  into  a  ccmmitlcc  on  the  bill  relative 
to 'American  taxation. 
Mr.  P™>..      Mr.  Powys  moved,  that  it  be  an  inftruaion  to  the  commit- 
tee,  to  receive  a  clauTe   to  icpeal  the  Americ.iu  lea  act  pailcJ 
in  1767.     A2;recd  V^. 
Mr.  B-urkc.       Mr.  Biirie'  moved,  that    it  be  an   inftruflion  to  the  com- 
mittee, to  extend   the  proviiions  of  the  bill  to  the  \\  c(l  In- 
dies.     Agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  committee.    The  bl.'.r.ks  were  nllcd, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  report!  d. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  biUi  after  they  were  amended. 

J  bill  for  dcchvhi^^  ik-  Intentlor.s  of  the  P.ml-.mcnt  of  Great 
Britain,  coKCcrnin;  the  cxercifc  of  the  right  of  impofn^^  taxes 
within  his  li'Jaicjh's  colonies,  ^rovinees,  and  plantations  in 
North  America.^ 

Upon  the  third  reading,  the  title  was  altered  thus  : 
For  removing  all  doubts  and  ,i;^prehe>:ftons  coneeiiiin;  taxation  b) 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  'in  any  of  the  colonies,  pro- 
vinces and  plantations  in  North  J/neriea  and  the  Ifejl  Indies, 
and  for  repealing  fo  much  of  an  act  made  in  the  feventh  year  cj 
the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  as  imfofes  a  duty  ^on  tea  im- 
ported from  Great  Britain  into  any  colony  or  plantation  in  Ame- 
rica, or  relates  thereto. 

\\\-[)L\L\ii\'^  taxation  by  the  Parliament  of  CJrcat  Britain, 
for  the  purpofc  of  raifing  a  reveiuie  in  his  M,ije!ly's  colonies, 
provinces,  and  phntatio^'ns  in  North  America,  has  been  found 
by  experience  to  occafion  crrcat  uncafinefs  and  dif.rderj  nmon;; 
his  Majifty's  faithful  fubjccf-s  who  may  nevcrthtlefs  bedil- 
pofed  to  acknovvkdge  the  juftice  of  contributing  to  the  com- 
mon defence  of  the  empire,  provided  fuch  contribution  fiiouKl 
be  raifed  under  the  authority  of  the  general  court  or  general 
aiTembly  of  each  refpeflive  colony,  province,  or  plantation  : 

And 'whereas,  in  order  as  v.vll  to  remove  the  fald  uneafi- 
nefies,  and  to  quiet  the  minds  of  his  Majcfly's  fubje£ls,  who 
may  be  dlfpofed  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  as  to  rcftorc 
the  peace  and  welfare  of  all  his  Majefty's  dominions,  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  declare,  that  the  King  and  Parliameut  of  Great 
Jiritam  will  not  impofe  any  duty,  tax,  or  at'tllmcnt,  tor  the 
purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue  in  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  pro- 
vinces, or  plantations  : 

May  it  plcnfe  your  Alaje/Iy, 
That  it  may  be  declared  and  ena£led  ;   and  it  is  hereby  de- 
clared and  enadcd,  b\\thc  King's  niolT.  excellent  iMajelly,  bv 
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and  with  the  advice  and  coiifcnt  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  prefent  Parliament  ailem- 
bled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  from  and  after 
the  pafTing  of  this  aft,  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  will  notimpofe  any  duty,  tax,  or  afl'dlment  whatever, 
payable  in  anv  of  his  Majcfty's  colonies,  provinces,  and  plan- 
tations in  North  America,  or  the  Well  Indies,  except  only 
fuch  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  impofe  for  the  regulation 
of  commerce;  the  net  produce  of  fuch  duties  to  be  alv/ays 
paid  and  applied  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  the  colony,  province,  or 
plantation,  in  which  the  fame  {hall  be  refpeftively  levied,  la 
fuch  manner  as  other  duties  collefted  by  the  authority  of  the 
refpeflive  general  courts,  or  general  aflemblies,  of  fuch  colo- 
nies, orovinccs,  or  plantations,  are  ordinarilv  paid  and  ap- 
plied.' _    '  .. 

And  be  it  further  enafted,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that 
from  and  after  the  pafllng  of  this  acl,  fo  much  of  an  aft,  made 
in  the  feventh  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  inti- 
tuled, "  An  aft  for  the  granting  certain  duties  in  the  Britifii 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America  ;  for  allowing  a  draw- 
back of  the  duties  of  cuftoms  upon  the  exportation  from  this 
kingdom  of  coffee  and  cocoa  nuts  of  the  produce  of  the  Md 
colonics  or  plantations  ;  for  difcontinuing  the  drawbacks  pay- 
able on  China  earthen  ware  exported  to  America  ;  and  for 
more  effeitually  preventing  the  clandeftine  running  of  goods 
in  the  faid  colonies  and  plantations,"  as  impofes  a  duty  on  tea 
imported  from  Great  Britain  into  any  colony  or  plantation  in 
America,  or  has  relation  to  the  faid  duty,  h:,  and  tha  fame 
is  hereby  repealed. 

J  bill  to  enable  hh  Majefly  to  appoint  commijjioners,   with  fnffi- 
cient  powers  to   treat,   corifiilt,  and  agree   upon   the  means  of 
quitting  the  dlforders  noiv  Jiihfifting  in  certain  of  the  colonies, 
plantations,  and  provinces  of  North  America. 
FOR  the   quieting  and  extinguifliing  of  divers  jeaicufics 
and  apprehenfions  of  danger  to  the  liberties  and  rights,  which 
have  alarmed  many  of  his  Majcfty's  fiibjcfts  in  the  colonics, 
provinces,  and  plantations  of  Nev/  HampOiire,  MalTachufett's 
B;iy,   Rhode  Ifland,  Connefticur,  New  York,    Nev/ Jcrfey, 
Pennfylvania,  the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware?,   Mary- 
land, Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Geor- 
gia ;    and  for  a  manifeftation  of  the  juft  and  gracious  purpofcs 
of  his  Majefty  and  his  Parliament,  to  maintain  and  ft;cuie  all 
his  fubjefts  in  the  clear  and  perfcft  enjoyment  of  their  liber- 
ties and  rights  .  > 

Be 
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Be  it  e:u\ckd  by  the  King's  mofl:  excellent  Majefiy,  by  am! 
with  the  advice  and  conCent  of  the  LordsSpiritiral  and  Tempo- 
ral, and  Commnns,  in  this  prefent  Parliament  aflc:mb!ed,  and  by 
the  fiiithority  of  the  fame,  that  it  fhal!  and  may  be  lawlul  for 
his  Maiefty  from  time  to  time,  by  letters  patent  under  the  grc::t 
fe;\l  of  Great  Britain,  to  authorize  and  impowcr  five  able  and 
fufficient  perfons,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  treat,  confult,  and 
a<irce,  with  any  body  or  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  or  with 
any  affembly  or  afieinbiics  of  men,  or  with  any  perfon  or  pei  - 
ions  whatfucver,  of  and  concerning  any  grievances,  or  com- 
plaints of  grievances,  exifting,  or  fuppofcd  to  exift,  in  the 
o-overnments  of  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  provinces,  or  plan- 
tations refpcdlively,  or  in  the  laws  and  (latutes  of  this  realm 
refpeding  the  fame  ;  and  of  or  concerning  any  aid  or  contri- 
bution to'befurniflied  by  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  provinces, 
or  plantations  refpectivcly,  for  the  common  defence  of  this 
realm,  and  the  dominions  thereunto  belonging  ;  and  of  and 
concerning  any  other  regulations,  provii'ions,  matters,  and 
thlnt^s  nccefiary  or  convenient,  for  the  honuur  ot  his  Majc- 
fly,  his  Parliament,  and  the  common  good  of  all  iiis  fubjuits. 
Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  further  enaded  and  declared,  that 
no  regulation,  provifion,  matter,  or  thing  fo  propofed,  treat- 
ed, conlultcd,  or  agreed,  fliall  have  any  other  force  or  cflcit, 
or  be  carried  further  into  execution,  than  is  herein  attcr  n-.en- 
tioned  and  provided,  until  the  fame  fliall  have  been  conlumed 
by  Parliament. 

Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  further  cnncled,  by  the  authority 
Dfcrclaid,  that  in  order  to  facilitate  the  good  purpoi'cs  of  this 
■j.ci,  his  Majeilv  may  lawfully  enable  the  faid  comminicncrs,  or 
any  three  of  them,  from  time  to  time,  to  order  and  proclaim 
a  cefTation  of  hcflilities,  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty's  forces  by 
Tea  nr  land,  for  aiiv  time,  and  under  any  conditions  of  re- 
ilriilions,  and  fuch  order  and  proclamation  to  revoke  and  an- 
nul, in  the  fame  manner  and  form. 

And  be  it  further  enatted,  that  it  ftall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  his  Majelly,  by  fuch  letters  patent  as  aforefaid,  to  autho- 
rize and  empower  the  faid  comniiffioners,  or  any  three  of 
them,  by  proclamation  under  their  refpeclive  hands  and  feals, 
from  time  to  time,  to  fufpend  the  operation  and  efFect  of  accr- 
'tain  act  of  Parliament,  made  and  pafTed  in  the  fixCeenth  year 
of  ilic  rcitjn  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  prohibiting  all  trade 
and  intcrc'iurfe  v.Mth  certain  colonies  and  plantations  therein 
.named,  and  for  the  other  purpofes  therein  alfo  mentioned,  or 
any  ol  the  provifions  or  rettriciions  therein  contained,  fpeci- 
f-ir-'-,  i  '.  iu'-ii  proclamat-jn,  at  what  times  and  places  refpcc- 
•     •-  V  iiieiy 
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tively,  and  with  what  exceptions  and .  ixllrictlons,  the  f.iiJ 
riifpenfion  fliall  take  cffeft  ;  and  the  f.iid  fiiipcnfion  and  pro- 
cl.im.uion,  in  the  lame  manner  and  form  to  annul  and  rovo'-;c. 
And  be  it  further  enat'led,  by  the  authority  aforef.iid,  that 
it  (liall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Majefty,  by  fuch  letters  pa- 
t,nt  as  aforcfaid,  to  authorize  and  impower  tlie  faid  comniif- 
(ii.iicrs  or  any  three  of  them,  to  fufpcnd,  in  anv  places,  and 
fiM-  any  times  diirin";  the  continiKince  of  this  i\i\,  the  opera- 
I'ion  and  efleit  of  any  a6l  or  ads  of  Parliament  which  have 
pafk'd  fince  the  tenth  day  of  February  one  thoufaiid  fevcii 
)  hundred  and  fixty-three,  and  which  relate  to  any  of  his  Ma- 
^       jcfly's  faid  colonirs,  provinces,  or  plantations  in  North  Ame- 

1  rica,  fo  far  as  the  fame  doth  relate  to  them,  or  the  operation 
!       and  cR'cS.   of  anv  claufe,  or  any  provifion  or  matter  therein 

2  contained,  fo  far  as  fi.:ch  claufes,    provifions,   or  matters,  re- 
'        late  to  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  provinces,  or  plantations. 

)  And    it  is   hereby  enafted,    by  tlie  authoriiy  afort-faid,   that 

f  it  fliall  and  may  f.e  lawful  for  his  Majcfty,  by  fuch  k'tters  pa- 
tent as  aforefaid,  to  authorize  and  inipov/er  the  faiJ  c  immif- 
'  fioners,  or  any  three  of  them,  and  they  are  hereby  ..;t!',',;  iz'jd 
j  and  impowcred,  to  grant  a  pardon  or  pardons  to  any  number 
!  or  defcription  of  perlons  within  the  faid  eolonics,  provinces,  or 
(fl        plantations. 

And,  that  no  !ett  or  hindrance  may  hapjien  from  the  va- 
cancy of  the  office  of  governor  and  comm.'.nJer  in  cliicf  in 
j  any  oi'  the  fiid  colonics,  provinces,  or  plantations  rcfpec- 
i  tively,  or  from  the  abfcnce  of  fuch  officer  froni  govei  r.;v,.  nt, 
i  belt  further  enacfed,  by  the  authority  afirefaid,  that  it  ihall 
,■  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Majefty,  by  fuch  letters  patent  as 
i  aforefaid,  to  authorize  and  impower  the  laid  comnr.fdoners, 
*  01-  any  three  of  them,  in  any  of  tlie  faid  colonies,  provinces, 
;        or   plantations  refpcftively,   wherein  his  M.'.iefty  hatii  ufually 

!        heretofore  nominated  and   appointed  a  governor,  to  nominate 
and  appoint  from  time  to  time,  by  any  inflrumcin  under  their 
hands  and  feals,  a  proper  perfon  to  be  the  go\ernur  and  com- 
mander in  chief  in  and  lor  any  fuch  color.y,  province,  or  plan- 
i        tation,  to  have,  hold,  and  excrcife  the  faid  mTice  of  f^nvernor 
I         and  commander  in  chief  in  and  for  fuch  colony  or  phiiuttioa 
i;    ■'    refpeiStively,  with  all  fuch  powers  and  authorities  as  any  go- 
1!        vcrnor  of  fuch  province,  heretofore  appointed   by   his    Maj.e- 
Ij        fly,  might  or  could  have  cxercifed,  in  as  full  and  ample  man- 
;',        ncr  and  form  as  if  fuch  governor  and  cor.i-n  indcr  in  chief  had 
I  '        been  nominated  and  appointed  by  his  Majefty's  letters  patent 
or  commiffion  ;  and  for  that  purpofe,  if  need  be,    to  revoke, 
anp.ul,  and  mak-  void,  anycommiflion  or  letters  patent  here- 
a  "  to  fore 
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tofore  granted  for  appointing  any  fuch  governor  or  comman- 
der ill  chief". 

And  be  it  furtlier  enailed,  that  this  aft  (lull  continue  to 
be  in  force  un;il  the  firft  day  of  June,  one  thoufanJ  fevca 
hundred  and  feventy-nine. 

February  l6. 
No  debate.     Adiourned  to  March  2. 
March  2. 
SnCrcy  Sir  Grey  Cooper.     I  rife  to  move,  that  the  bill  for  enabling 

Ucfer,  j^j^  M^ijclly  CO  appoint  commiflloners,  &c.  be  now  read  a  third 
time:  but  before  I  make  that  motion,  I  will,  with  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Houfe,  humbly  oftcr  my  fentiraents  on  the  very 
important  fubjecl-matter  of  both  the  conciliatory  bills. 

Sir,  it  appears  tn  me,  that  when  the  propofitions  which 
thefe  bills  contain  fliall  be  fent  to  America,  and  circulated 
through  the  revolted  colonics,  and  when  the  terms  which  they 
ofler  (hall  be  known,  confidered,  and  underftood,  they  will, 
by  degrees,  induce  every  moderate  man,  and  every  man  of 
property  who  is  not  too  far  embarked  and  engaged  with  the 
prefent  governing  powers,  to  confent  to  a  tieaty  witli  tlic 
King's  commiffioncrs,  on  the  ground  of  a  dependence  on 
Great  Britain,  and  on  conditions  beneficial  and  advantageous 
to  both  count!  ies. 

The  terror  of  taxation  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
has  been  for  fume  time  paft  the  great  power  and  prevailing  in- 
fiuencc  by  which  the  leaders  of  the  revolt  have  pollefled  and 
governed  the  minds  of  the. people;  and,  in  my  humble  opi- 
nion, this  plan  of  peace,  founded  on  fuch  conceflions,  will 
tend  morcefleclually  to  weaken  the  power,  and  to  counterai^t 
the  authority  of  thofe  leaders,  than  any  meafures  which  could 
have  been  taken  in  the  prefent  ilatc  and  circumllances  of 
things.  When  the  owners  of  land,  the  planters  of  tobacco 
and  rice,  the  growers  of  corn,  the  breeders  of  cattie,  the  pro- 
prietors of  houfes  and  wharfs,  know  with  certainty  that  they 
may  not  only  have  peace  with  Great  Britain,  but  peace  in  pcr- 
feif  fecMrity',  that  they  never  (hall  in  future  be  taxed,  except 
by  their  own  rcprefentativcs,  in  their  own  general  courts  or 
airemblies  ;  all  fuch  men  will,  all  fuch  men  muft,  be  difpofed 
to  confent  to  a  rc-union  with,  and  dependence  on  Great  Bri- 
tain on  fuch  terms. 

Wh.en  they  are  recovered  from  the  frenzy  of  fear  which  has 
fo  long  diftraifed  them,  they  will  fee,  in  its  true  light,  the 
government  under  which  they  now  live  ;  inftead  of  a  iocderal 
republic,  compofcd  of  free  ftates,  of  which  they  dreamed, 
thty  will  lind  and  feci,  when  they  are  awake,  the  hard  hand 
••'  ,  and 
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'       and  rigorous  controul  of  an  ariftocratical  government.     It  is 
in  vain  to  impute  blame  to  the  rulers  for  this  rigour  .-unl  fcve- 
;       rity.     Ufurpation   muft  be  maintained  by  force:  anJ  if  the 
mayor  of  New-York,  and  fome  of  the  heft  and  moft  refpec- 
I       table  citizens  of  that  city,  have  been  imprifoned   in  the  moft 
arbitrary   m:  nner,  and  tried   and  condemned,  contrary  to  all 
legal   forms;   if  the  good   people  of  Albany  have  been  under 
peifecution  ;   if  the  Quakers  have  been  banifhed  for  confcience 
fake;  if  every  man  who  has   continued  faithful  to  his  Kin^"- 
and  country  ;  if  every  neutral  and  moderate  man  be  furround- 
ed  by  fpies  and  informers;    if  their  motions  be  watched,  their 
fteps  counted,  their  letters  opened,  their  houfes  entered,  their 
papers  feizcd,    their    perfons    imprifoned,    without  caufe  af- 
'■■       figned,  or  charge  exhibited  ;  thefe  are  the  necelTary  and  ine- 
vitable confequencts  and  efFefls  of  fuch  a  government, 
!  When  the  people  compare  their  prcfent  Itate  and  condition 

with  that  mild  and  equal  government  under  which  they  lived, 
;  grew,  profpercd,  and  flourifhed,  that  recolledtion  cannot  pafs 
j  over  their  minds  without  touching  and  reviving  fome  of  the 
affedions  and  charities  of  former  relation  and  connexion, 
which,  though  covered  and  obfcured,  are  not,  I  truft,  obli- 
j  terated  by  the  prefent  moft  unhappy  animofities. 
'  They  will  be  at  liberty  to  compare  their  dependence  on 

j  Great  Britain,  on  fuch  terms,  with  an  alliance  with  the 
i  court  of  France.  To  Great  Britain  they  are  united  by  reli- 
5  gien,  government,  laws,  language,  habits,  affedlion  and  rela- 
j       tion.     From  Great  Britain   they  derive  their  fpirit  and   their 

I       love  of  liberty  ;  and  from   the  charters  granted  by  the  Kings 
of  England,  and  the  ufuage  under  thofe  charters,  wliich  is  cer- 
;       tainly  the  beft  interpretation  of  them,    they  derive  thofe   free 

Iconftitutions,  on  which  they  juftly  fet  fo  high  a  value. 
They  muft,  when  they  are  at  liberty  to  make  an  elcflion, 
!       be  carried,  by  the  irrefiftible  impulfes  of  the  human  heart,  to- 
I       wards  that  country  which  they  ufed  to  call  their  home. 
I  An  alliance  of  the  Britifli  colonics  with  the  French  King, 

■,       againft  their  mother-country,  is  moft  unnatural,  and  can  on- 
ly be  diiftated  by  dcfpair.    The  alliance  of  a  high-fpiritcd  free 
j       people  with  a  defpotic    government ;    the  religion  of  the  fe- 
vereft   protcftants,  with  a  great,  p.^werful,  and  ambitious  ca- 
tholic ftate -,    the   plain   and  funple  manner  of  the  Americans, 
with  the  fafhions,  cuftoms,  and  charactf-r  of  a  high-po!ifhed 
and  luxurious  nation.     The  clay  and  the  metal  will  not  co- 
I       here.     Mifery  may  make   men   take  up  with  ftrange  compa- 
,       nions  for  a  time,  but  fuch  conneiTtions  cannot  long  fubfift  ; 
[       and  indeed  we  have  feen,  in  point  of  fadl  and  experience,  that 
!      the  manners  ar.l  habits  of  the  Frencti  and  the  Americans  do 
Vot.  VIII...  Gg-  nsc 
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rot  accord  better  the  more  they  know  each  other,  as  moft  of 
the  French  officers  who  fcrved  in  General  Walhington's 
army,  quitted  that  fervice  before  the  clofe  of  the  campaign. 

But  it  is  faiJ,  thai  it  is  now  too  late  to  oiler  thefe  terms  of 
peace  to  the  revolted  colonies,  and  that  at  this  time  no  fuc- 
•  cefs  can  be  expecled  from  the  commiffion  to  treat  with  them. 
Sir,  it  is  my  liumble  opinion  (which  perhaps  at  nril  fight 
may  appear  fomewhat  iingular  and  refined]  that  thefe  mea- 
fures  at  this  time  have  a  fairer  profpcft  of  fuccefs,  than 
they  would  have  had  at  the  beginning  of  the  troubles. 
]n  the  firfl  confiiiSi:  of  their  paffions  after  the  ftandard  of  re- 
volt was  fet  up,  in  the  firfl  fits  of  their  refentment,  they  were 
perhaps  more  intradlable  and  unmanageable,  more  animated 
againft  this  country,  more  deaf  to  the  call  of  reafon,  the 
feelings  of  nature,  or  the  motives  of  intereft,  than  thtry  may 
be  when  the  bills  and  the  commiffion  arrive  in  America. 

They  have  fuffercd  the  diftrelTcs  and  calamities  of  war 
raging  in  their  provinces,  which  I  lament  as  much  as  any 
gentlcinan  in  this  Houfe,  orin  this  kingdom  ;  but  which,  in 
my  confcience,  1  think  the  violent  counfels  of  the  leaders  of 
independency  have  brought  upon  them.  They  have  been 
put  to  feel  the  galling  yoke  of  the  government  which  thty 
have  chofen.  They  have  Iiad  time  to  think.  They  have 
\\TiA  fpathim  reqiiiemque  furori.  But  the  great  leading  con- 
fideration  is  this  :  men,  under  the  prefTure  of  any  real  or 
imaginary  grievance,  fubmit  with  wonderful  patience  to  every 
pcrfonal  and  domellic  diftrefs  ;  they  can  fee,  without  depref- 
lion  of  fpirit,  their  wives,  their  children,  and  all  that  are  dear 
to  them,  without  the  comforts  and  even  ncceflarics  of  life. 
For  where  the  greater  malady  is  fixed,  the  leffer  is  fcarce  felt. 
But  concc.ffion,  and  a  redrefsof  grievances,  will  reftore  therr\ 
to  a  \i:nk  of  feeling.  When  the  mind  is  free,  the  body  is 
delicate. 

Such  is  the  rcafoning,  and  fuch  are  the  concUifions  upon 
which  my  hope  of  the  fuccefs  of  thefe  mofl  arduous  and  im- 
portant meafines  i;  formed.  It  is  grounded  alfo  on  the  beft 
information  of  the  prefent  ftiite  of  the  temper  and  turn  of 
the  minds  of  the  people,  which  I  have  been  able  with  fome 
diligence  to  procure,  f  have  convcrfed  with  many  pcrfons 
()f  knowledge  and  credit;  1  have  read  many  letters  conveying 
the  opinions  of  intelligent  writers  on  the  fubjedt ;  and 
thouo;h  I  am  aware  that  all  fuch  intelligence  ought  to  be  re- 
ceived v/ith  great  Caution,  asid  that  it  often  comes  to  Great 
Britain  difcolourcd  by  the  piejudices  through  which  it  partes 
in  the  minds  of  the  perfons  who  fpeak  or  write  on  the  pre- 
fent cntcll:  yet  I  thii'k.  I  am  juflified  in  believing,  from 

aii 
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all  the  evidence  taken  together,  that  the  ground  is  In  many- 
places  prepared  for  the  feed. 

But  it  is  faid,  that  a  great  obflacle  to  the  fuccefs  of  thefe 
meafures  fllU  remains;  for  though  it  he  granted,  for  argu- 
ment's fake,  that  many  men  of  property  and  moderate  prm- 
cjples  may  be  inclined  to  return  to  a  dependence  on  Cireat 
Britain  on  fuch  terms,  will  they  be  _al)lc  to  accomplllh  thcir 
wifli,  and  to  carry  their  inclination  into  effeft  ? 

It  mufl  be  confefTcd  (as  was  obfcrvcd  by  an  honourable 
"cntleman  [Governor  Johnftonc]  on  the  fecond  reading  of 
fhc  bills)   that  nothing  but  a  pretty  general   confent  of  the 
community  can  bring  the  leaders    to    liflen   to    any   terms 
of    accommodation    with    (3rcat   Britain.      Sir,    I    own    I 
entertain  an  idea,  that  the  turn  and  temper  of  the  mmds  of 
the  majority  of  the   people  in   the  colonies,    at   this  hour, 
fomewhat  relemble  thofe  of  the  people  of  England  jufl  be- 
fore the  Refloration.     When  the  reins  of  government  fell 
from  the  weak  hands  of  Richard  Cromwell,  and  when  Fleet- 
wood and  Delborough,  with  the  Hump  Parliament,  governed 
the  kingdom,   the  Preibyterians  joined  with   the  Royalills 
againft  the  dominion  of  the  Independents,^  and  the  tyranny 
of  the  army.    When  Monk  moved  from  Scotland,  nincieen 
men  of  property  out  of  twenty  vviflicd  for  the  rclforation  of 
the  old    government.     At  the  head  of  his  veteran  forces  he 
called  a  fiec  Parliament,  after  he  had  cxtinguillied   the  po- 
wer of  Fleetwood  and  his  officers.     Monk  did  not  force  the 
nation  to  recall  the  royal  family  ;  he  did  nothing  mme  than 
with  great  management  and  addrefs  conduft  andfupport  the  in- 
clination and  wifliesof  the  community.  When  the  gracious  de- 
claration from  Breda  was  circulated  through  the  nation^,  and 
the  King's  letter  to  the  Commons  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Gren- 
ville,  and  read  in  the  Houfc,  the  whole  country  ftarted  into 
adion,  and  the  refloration  was  brought  about  with  a  raplditv 
and  effeft  perfeQly  inconceivable  fome  months  before  :  and 
when  the  King  arrived  at  Canterbury,  and  was  received  witl; 
fuch  acclamanons  of  joy  and   expreihons  of  aiFcftion,   he 
alked  where  all  the  men  bad  lived  who  had  done  fo  much 
mifchief? 

It  will  be  anfw.crcd,  and  cannot  but  be  admitted;  that 
there  are  many  circumftances  in  the  two  caies  diihmllar  ; 
but  I  hope  andtruft,  tl^at,  with  refpeft  to  the  inclinarlon  and 
wlfl-ies  of  the  people  at  both  the  periods,  the  reiicmbhnce 
will  be  found  to  be  flrong.  But  be  that  as  It  may,  and 
whatcvci:  be  ■  ^e  event,  I  fliall  evcv-  think,  that  the  mealurc* 
G  s  s  2  ^vhich. 
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wliich   tliefe  bills  are  calculated  to  carry  into  e?a"cution,   will 
and   ought  to  do  great   honour  to  the  noble  Lord  who  pro- 
poled  them  to  Parliament. 
E>rl  Nu-         £,,1  Nugent  laid,  he   vviflied  the  Amt-Ticans  joy  of  their 
^"'''  new  charter  ;  and   added,   that   in  the  bills   coining  on,  he 

hoped  the  Houfe  would  be  unanimous ;  for,  in  his  opinion, 
that  was  the  only  thing  that  could  fave  this  nation. 
LoriNerib.      Lord  A'cr/Zi  moved,   that  the  bill  declaring  the  intentions 
of  Parliament  relative   to  taxing  America  be   read  a  third 
time. 
y.r.Waltir       Mr.  IJ'nlter  Sptnctr  Stanhopr.     The  awe  and  embarraffmcnt 
'Spimer       which   opprelfcs   every    attempt   of    mine  to   fjicak   in    this 
Sta^hcff.     Yi.o\i<:&,  and  which  I   feel  particularly  opprtlfive  at  this  mo- 
ment, is  fufficicnt  at  all  times  to  l.eep  me  iilent.     It  has  done 
fo  through  the  courfe  of  this  fcflion  hitherto,    and   would  do 
lb  now,   but  that   after  a  regular   attendance  during  every 
ftagc  of  the  progrefs  of  a  bill,  unexpcfted,  important,  as  the 
prefcnt,  were  I  now,  at  the  third  reading,  to  let  it  pafs  with- 
out faying  a  few  words  upon  the  fubjecl,  it  would  be,  in  my 
opinion,  for  ever  to  clofc  my  lips  in  this  Houfe,  and  de  pedi- 
'   ■  I'us  ire  in  fentoniam,  as  longjis  I  may  have  the  honour  to  fit 

in  it  for  the  future.  Sir,  the  noble  Lord,  on  his  iirfl  Intro- 
duftion  of  the  bills  now  before  you  to  your  cmfideration, 
did  very  candidly,  nn:I  with  great  propriety,  call  for  the  clear, 
imbinlitd,  v;ell-coniidercd  opinion  of  every  ratmber  in  the 
Houfe.  It  is  my  purpofc,  Sir,  to  give  what  I  do  alliire  hini 
IS  an  unblafTcd  and  wcU-confidercd  opinion,  I  will  endea- 
vour to  make  it  as  clear  as  I  can,  and  aslhort.  With  refpeft 
to  the  time  when  it  has  been  thought  expedient  to  bring  thefe 
propofitlons  before  the  Houfe,  I  iliall  fay  very  little.  It  i? 
impoiliblc  for  a  private  individual,  without  more  adequate 
means  of  information,  without  a  polhbility  of  forming  a 
comprehcnflvc  and  complete  judgment  upon  the  iubjcft,  to 
decide  with  juilicc  -upon  it  now.  If  it  fliould  in  future  ap- 
pear tliat  the  golden  opportunity  has  been  fuffcred  to  cfcape, 
caufelefsly  to  efcapc,  and  by  the  fl-iamcful  delay  of  tv.o  or 
three  v/eeks  only  ;  then,  Sir,  it  will,  it  mufl-,  become  matter 
of  highly  criminal  infpcftlon,  and  of  folcmn  judicial  enqui- 
ry, hereafter.  At  the  prefcnt,  therefore,  I  forbear  to  give 
any  opinion  upon  it;  for,  late  as  this  m.eafure  certainly  was 
"  irought  in,' when  it  did  come,  it  was  introduced  by  a  fpecch 
frorn\hc  noble  Lord,  that  breathed  fuch  a  fpirit  of  candour, 
and  glowed  with  fuch  a  fervency  of  expreflion  ;  he  iliewcd, 
i.T  a'litu  itiou  certainly  fomev^hat  awkward  and  cmbarrr.n'.ng, 
"    -'■'  ■    ■         V  fuch 
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fuch  carneftncfs  of  miiicl,  nnd  fincerity  of  heart,  to  effc^l  the 
good  work,  of  peace;  his  conccHions  were  fo  ample,  hisphnwas 
io  promHing,thatIown,foronce,I\vinicd  him  heartily  fucccfs. 
1  was  willing  to  hope  the  time  was  not  yet  too  late,  the  opportu- 
nity not  yet  paft ;  I  wifhed  no  advantage  in  debate  might  be  ta- 
ken of  any  unguarded  cxpreffion,  any  imprudent  declaration,  he 
ini'^it  in  thehoneft  warmth  of  his  difcourfc  have  incautiouf- 
Iv  hazarded  :  for  iuch  there  undoubtedly  were  :  as,  "  That 
taxation  was  at  no  lime,  in  his  opinion,  an  objeft  worth 
iighting  for  ;  that  the  Congrefs,  in  1774,  made  claims  total- 
ly inconfiilent  with  any  dependence  whatfoever  upon  this 
government;  when,  in  1775,  he  fent  over  only  5000  men 
to  encounter  a  claim  fo  hollilc  and  alarming."  Thefe  were 
imprudent  and  unwifc  affertions ;  but  I  willied  them  to  pafs 
unnotic-d,  when  I  heard  him  ftate,  as  the  firfl  part  of  his 
plan  (though  the  bill  flands  fccond  inthc  order  of  the  day) 
"  That  in  order  to  induce  the  colonics  to  treat  concerning 
the  repeal  of  afts  of  Parliament,  when,  by  the  very  aft  of 
treating,  they  muft,  by  way  of  preliminary,  and  virtually, 
at  Icaft,  renounce  the  independence  they  have  aflertcd,  it 
would  be  necelTary  to  affure  to  them  fome  previous  and  con- 
fiderable  advantage,  by  way  of  equivalent ;  therefore  taxa- 
tion for  the  future  fliould  be  renounced."  And  here,  that  I 
may  not  have  occafion  to  recur  to  it  hereafter,  I  muft  fairly 
fav,  that  the  bill  for  the  rclinquintment  of  taxation  is  per- 
fe'ftly  confonant,  not  only  to  the  letter,  but  to  the  fpirit  of 
what  the  noi'le  Lord  llien  advanced.  The  ambiguous  ex- 
preflion  of  the  "  cxerdfe  of  the  right  of  taxation,"  has  been 
ftruck  out,  the  immunity  has  been  extended  to  the  Weft- 
Indies,  and  a  claufe  has  been  admitted  to  repeal  the  tea  aft. 

I  am  extremely  forry  I  cannot  give  the  lame  commenda- 
tion to  the  other  bill.  Let  me  reirall  to  your  recoUeftion, 
Sir,  the  ujanncr,  and  the  ground  upon  wdiich  that  was  intro- 
duced by  the  noble  Lord,  as  the  fubfcquent  part  of  his  plan. 
He  told  us,  "  That  on  account  of  the  diftance  of  America 
from  hence,  of  the  want  of  any  perfons  prcfent  here,  who 
could  confent  on  her  part,  and  for  a  variety  of  other  reafons^ 
it  was  impoffiblc  the  treaty  could  be  negotiated  in  Parliament ; 
therefore  it  became  necell'-u-y  to  appoint  commiffioncrs,  to  be 
cntrufted  b}'  Parliament  with  very  ample  and  extenfu'e  po- 
wers, both  Willi  rrfpcft  to  perfons  and  things,  particularly  with 
the  very  extraordinary  power  of  fufpcnding  afts  of  the  Ic- 
n-iftature  :  that  for  this  meafure,  extraordinary  as  it  was,  a 
precedent  was  f.  be  found  ;  a  ftmilar  power  had  been  vefted 
f .  .  -  |,^ 
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by  Parliament  in  commiflioners  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
Second."     In  this  manner,  Sir,  was  the  bill  upon  your  tabic 
firfl  introduced  to  the  Houfc  ;  and  lb  introduced,   I  gave  it 
my  hearty  vote  and  aflcnt.     Ought  the  vote  I  then  gave  to 
influence   and  dire£l:  my  vote  of  this  day  ?   Should  I  be  in- 
conliftent  in   now   difapproving  this  bill  ?   Or  is  this  bill  no 
longer  the  fame,  cither  in  its  principle  or  provifions,  as  that 
for  which  I  have  already  voted  ?  This,  Sir,  is  what  I  mean 
to  examine  ;  for  I  (till  think   the  meafure,  as  it  was  firfl  ex- 
plained, a  meafure  of  wildom  ;  and  have  heard  no  arguments 
that  have  changed  my  opinion  in  that  reipcft.     I  am  not  at 
all  alarmed,  either  by  the  argument  of  a   very  learned  gen- 
tleman   [the    Lord   Advocate    of    Scotland]    early   in  this 
bufinefs,  who  endeavoured  to  point  out  the  pernicious  con- 
fequence  of  allowing  a  fufpeniion  of  the  prohibitory  bills,  or 
by  the  forcible  manner  in  which  he  endeavoured  (as  he  ex- 
prefied  himfelf )  to  drive  it  out  of  the  noble  Lord  by  dint  of 
rcafoning  ;  and  if  he  failed  in  that,  intreated  him,  upon  his 
knees,  again  and  again,  to  confidcr,  before  he  allowed  of  fuch 
a  power,  before  he  admitted   a  poffibility  of  the  Americans 
pouring  unmoleflcd  into  the  iMrbours  of  France  and  Spain,  the 
colleftcd  produce  of  three  fucceffive   harvefls,   the   greatcft 
part  of  which  our  frigates  had  blocked  up  in  their  warchoufcs. 
He  was   anfwered,  that  the  acls  of  navigation  would  take 
place  upon  fuch  a  fufpenfion,   and  thofe  the  commillioners 
would  have  no  power  to  fufpend.     That  anlwer,  in  my  opi- 
nion, does   not  at  all  apply  to  the  objeftion  of  the  learned 
gentleman.     The  afls  of  navigation  are,  to  all  intents  and 
■  purpofcs,  at  this  moment  fufpended  ;  and  fo  they   muft  re- 
main,   till   peace   is'  thoroughly    rc-eflabliflied    throughout 
America.     Circat  Britain  cannot  perform  the  part  flic  flipu- 
latcs  to  perform  by  the  afts  of  navigation.     She  has  no  offi- 
cers in  the  refpcftivc  ports  of  America  to  grant  the  clearances, 
permits,  or  thofe  papers,  by  whntevcr  name  they  are  called, 
without  which  ihe  expcfts  no   American  vefTel   to  navigate 
the  feas.     How  then  is  it  poifJile,  in  juftice,  or  in  common 
fenfe,   to  expeft  that  America  flioukl  perform  the  part  re- 
<juircd  of  her  by  thofe  a>5>s,   or  fubmit  to  the  alternative  of 
paying  you  a  jieavy  penalty  for  failing  without  thofe  papers, 
which    it  is  impoffiblc  for  her  to  procure,  which  it  is  not  in 
your  power  to   furnifh   her   wifli  ?      But  was  the  objcflion 
ever  fo  well-founded,  or  ever  ib  alarming,  there  is  one  iliort 
anfwer  to  it ;  that  tlic  power  of  fulpcntlirig  the  prohibitory 
a<5ts,  thit  is,  of  dcciating  n  fufpeniion  of  arms  by  fen,  ap- 
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pe:\rs  to  be  abfolutely  ncccfl'nry  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing 
on  any  treaty  at  all,  or  even  any  conference  about  a  treaty. 
;      Not,   Sir,   that  I   think  there  is  the  fniallefl:    rcafon  to   b= 
alarmed  at  the  cfFcfls  of  fuch  a  fufpenfion.     The  commif- 
i      fioncrs  may  grant  it  upon  condition  ;  though  I  own  my  opi- 
nion is,  that  they  will  be  obliged  to  grant  it  without  any  con- 
■      ditlon  at  all.     But  at  firft  it  will  undoubtedly  be  only  for  a 
very  fliort  time,  much  too  lliort  for  the  evil  confequences  to 
cnlue  which  the  honourable  gentleman  feems  fo  much  afraid 
I      of.     Indeed  the  commilhon  itfclf  canaot  take  up  any  great 
j      length  of  time;  and,  in  all  probabdity,  the  gentlemen  will 
I      be  able  to  judge,  almoft  to  a  certainty,  of  the  event  of  their 

negotiation,  in  a  very  few  days  after  their  landing. 
;  Another  objeiflion  was  juft  hinted,  with  m.ucli  appearance 

i      of  delicacy,  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  of  great  and 
j      approved  talents   for   foreign  negotiation.    [Hans  Stanley.] 
But,  Sir,  fo  far  from  bearing  hard  againfl:  the  bill,   it  is,  if 
j      any  thing,  an  argument  in  favour  of  it.     It  was  this  ;  that  it" 
I      once  we  admitted  the  independence  of  America,  fo  far  as  to 
;      commence  a  treaty  with  her  as  fuch,  what  reafon  could  we 
!      give  why  France  or  Spain  fliould  not  do  the  fame  ?  And  was 
j      it  not  highly  probable  they  would  ?     Sir,  if  we  are  fo  tho- 
roughly "exhaufted  and  debilitated,  if  our  (trength  is  wafted  fo 
I      much  away,  and  ourfpirit  bowed fovery low,  as  to  cvouchanJ 
j      humble  at  tlie  power  of  France,  and  meanly  acquiefcc  in  her 
I      infults  and  encroachments ;  in  that  cafe.  Sir,  the  idea  of  the 
I      right  honourable  gentleman  may  ferve  us  for  a  miferablc  pre- 
text to  hide  our  weaknefs  and  our  fhame.     But  if  we  have 
I      ought  of  our  former  vigour  left,  or  a  fpark  of  our  ancient 
enmity  remaining,  fuch   a  fllmfy  pretence,  I  am  fure,   will 
j      never  divert  the  refentm.ent,  or  for  a  finglc  moment  fufpend 
the  vengeance  that  haughty  power  dcferves  but  too  abundant- 
ly at  our  hands. 

Another  right  honourable  gentleman  [Welbore  Ellis]  ob- 

'      jcfted  very  roundly  to  the  bill,  becauie  he  thought  it  did  in 

effcft  give  fubftantial  independence  to  America.     So  far,  Sir, 

;       I  iliall  agree  with  him,  that  the  terms  this  bill  holds  out  arc 

•       fo  near  independence,  that,  tho'  certainly  much  lefs  difadvan- 

tageous  to  this  country,    the  difference  between  them  is  not 

worth  fighting  for  ;  moft  inilubitably  much  lefs  worth  lighting 

for  than  taxation  was ;  and  the  noble  Lord  has  lately  found 

j      out,  that  he  never  thought  that  an  object  worthy  the  conteft. 

i       This,  Sir,  however,  can  be  no  argument  with  me,  who  hold, 

j      that,  heavy,  and  almoft  intolerable,  as  the  lofs  of  America 
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mufl  be,  it  is  Icfs  dcftruftive  totally  to  relinciuifh,  if  we  can- 
not by  treaty  regain,  our  right  to  that  of  which  we  have  been         | 
unable  to  retain  tlie  pofleflion,  than  to  devote  what  remains         i 
of  the  empire,  than  defperately  to  rifquc  the  very  exiftente        ! 
of  this  country   and  our  happy  conftitution,  upon  the  wild,        | 
abfurd,  and  hopekfs  attempt  to  fabdue  by  arms  the  whole 
continent  of  North  America.     With  refpeft  to  the  efFcft  of 
thefe  conceffions  producing  all  but  a  nominal  independence         j 
to  the  colonies,   that,   Sir,    I  think,  will  very  much  depend 
upon  the  manner  in  which  the  continental  paper-money  lliall         1 
be  funded  ;  for  funded  it  mufl  certainly  be,  if  tlie  colle£lion     ,    ; 
of  the  taxes  to  be  levied  for  providing  the  intereft  of  iuch         j 
funds  is  cntrufled  to  the  hands  of  the  crown.     On  the  crown         j 
the  Americans  will  flill  remain  dependent.     The  old  policy         j 
of  King  William,  the  prcfcnt  policy  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,         | 
will  be  renewed  acrofs  the   Atlantic ;  all   the   monied  men 
there  will  be  interefled  to  fupport  the  funds,  and  the  govern-         i 
ment  who  have  the  management  of  thofe  funds.     And  then 
the  high  tone  of  prerogative  and  fuprcmacy  will  ccafe  there, 
as  it  has  done  here,  and  in  its  room  the  milder  voice  of  in-         1 
fluence  will  be  heard  and   attended   to  ;    it   will  be   more 
peaceable  and  perfualive,   luit  as  effectual  and  produftlve  to        ' 
the  full.  j 

Having  gone  through  thcfe  objcftions,  and  attempted  to 
fiiew  why  my  opinion  is  not  aficfted  by  them,  I  recur  to  tl'X         | 
queftion:  Is  this  bill,  cither  in  the  letter  or  the  fpirit  of  it,         ' 
conformable  to  what  the  noble  Lord  gave  \is  to  expeft,  when         1 
he   Hrft   introduced  his   propolitlons  ?     He  quoted  a  prccc-         I 
dent  in   the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second.     I  have  examined         I 
that  precedent.     The  aft  is  the  i^th  of  that  prince,  cap.  13.         1 
It  was  made  with  a  view  to  bring  about  an  union  with  Scot-         j 
laud,  and  cnafts,  "  That  twelve  commilhoners  be  appointed,         ( 
with  full  power  and  authority  to  fufpend,  &:c.  according  to         j 
their  dhcretion."     In  conformity  with   this   precedent,  the         | 
nohlc   Lord   brought  in  his  bill,  which  runs,   "  That  com-         • 
miflioncrs  be  appomtcd,  with  full  powers  to   agree,  to  treat, 
to  fufpend,  and  to  pardon,   according   to  their  wifdom   and 
difcretion."     In  this  fliape  the  bill  was  committed  ;  but  in 
that  committee  it  has   been  lb  materially   changed   in    its         | 
claufes,  fo  fundamentally  altered  in  its  principle,   that  I  do         j 
not  hcfitate  to   pronounce  every   man  perfcftly  free  of  the         j 
charge  of  inconliftency,    who,  having  voted  for  this  bill  at         ] 
the  outfet,  fiiall  rejeft  it  now,  as  no  longer  what  it  then  pre- 
tended to  be  J  nay,  there  is  but  one  poflible  reafon  upon 
«  which 


A.  1778,  DEBATES. 

which  I  fhould  think  myfcif  iiilVilied  inconlcnting  this  d:! v  th.r  t 
the  bill  riioukl  poll's,  and  that  is,  that  1  liavc  it  not  in  ir.y  po- 
wer to  amend  it  ;  and,  impcrfca  as  it  is,  it  is  better  llian  no 
bill  at  all.    But  let  us  examine  the  alterations  that  liavcj^)ccn 
made.     They  wore  introduced  by  a  learned  genrlcp.ian  [The 
Attorney-  General]    without  any  argument,  and  wuh  but 
one  very  fliort  observation,   which  had   more   the  air  of  _a 
di^um  from  the  bench,  th.an  that  of  free  difcufhon  wh.ich  is 
ufual  in  committees-.     All  he  faid  was,  that  it  was  thovv^lit 
neceilary  to  make  the  amendments  that  v,  ere  matle,  Iclf   the 
claufes,   as  they  flood  before,  Ibould  interfere  with  the  in- 
lliiiaioas  under  which  the  commiliioners  were  to  aft.      It 
was  not  fliewn  wherein  the  claufes  mi;j,i\t  interfere,  or  whe- 
ther their  interference,  if  any  there  might  be,  would  be  pre- 
judicial to  the  purpofcs  of  the  bill  or  not;  but,   fimply    and 
'fliorlly,  that  it  was  though.t  ncccliary   to  make  them.     I'l.e 
nccefRty  of  fo  doing  has  not  been  dcmonftrated  to  mc  ;  aiid 
fo  far  from  being  able  myfelf  to  difcover  it,  I  can  fee  Innu- 
merable reafons  againfl  it.'  What  is  it  that  gives  ccculioa  for 
this  bill  in  the  iu-ll;  inftance,  that  makes  it  expedient  10  en- 
truft  to  commillioaers  the  high  and  dangerous  pou'er  '>!  lui- 
pending  afts  of  Parliament?   Is  it" not   the   prcfiure  of  viic 
time,  the  vafl  diflancc  of  America  from  hence,  the  compli- 
cated   nature   of  the  afts  flie  complains  of,    that  can  alone 
iufiify  the  law  wc  are  now  j'aihng,   that  fuggcflb  to  u,  it  i; 
better   to  hear   before  wc  determine,  to  fufpend  rather  ihaii 
repeal,  and  to  d.legate  that  power  of  J'ufpenlion  to  the  wif- 
dom  and  difcreiion  of  commillioncrs  upon  the  ipot,   rather 
than  blindly  to  exert  it  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  legillation 
here  ?     To  this  purpofe  v.^as  the  precedent  adduced  ;   to  tlus 
it  is  flriaiy  in  point ;  and  as  flriaiy  aird  abiblutely  decifive 
againft  tf.c  altcratioiis  made  in  the  committee.     The  aft  of 
Charles  the   Second  appoints  commilhoners  with  full  powers 
to  fufpend  ccrtam  afts  and  claufes  of  afls  of  Parli-unent  even 
here  inEngland,  at  no  gre.iter  dillance  thanNewcalUe,  or  Ber- 
wick upon  Tweed.     Is  not  the  argument  then  incomparably 
flrongcr  in  this  cafe,  where  the  place  of  treaty  i<;  to  be  in 
Amenca,  acrofs  three  thouland  miles  of  ocean  ?      Yet,   not- 
wiihfianding  this  precedent  was  produced  by  the  noble  Lord 
himfelf;   n'Mwithftanding  the  ground   upon  whicli  the  whole 
bill  is  foimded  is,  that  plenipotentiaries  upon  the  fpot  will  l.e 
better  able  to  judge   what  is  fitting  to  be  done  than  Parlia- 
ment, or  any  other  perfons  who  arc  not  upon  the  fpot  ;  not- 
■  withftanding  tb.'.s,  the  comnfittee  have  thought  proper  to_ ex- 
punge every  wt  ;  '  in  the  liill  that  extended  to  give   a  diScre- 
'      flonary  po'-'cr-  co  the  commiihouers,  without  which  the  bill 
Vol.  VIII  H  h  h  become., 
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liccnmes,    ill  my   oiilnion,  abiblutdy  waftc  p^^cv  :  dnd  n,  1: 
now  ft.-iuls,   it  is  iblely  to  veft  in  liis  M^ijefiy's   mimncri  a 
lulpcnding  power  out  of  Parrumcnt,   aiulthiit  the  form  of 
it  Hull  be  by  way  of  inftruftions  to  coip.miffioncrs,  iiifccad  ot 
the  ufual  mode,  by  bill  in  the  two  Houfcs.     'I'lus  is  a  thing 
for  which  no  precedent  has  been,  or  can  be,  produced  ;  it  is 
clireaiy  in  tlie  teeth  of  the  precedent  produced  by  the  mover 
of  the  bill  ;  and  will  itfelf  form  a  new  one,  of  a  more  alarm- 
ino;  and  defcruaivc  tendency,  than   all  that  any  violent  or 
(kTpotic   minifter  has   yet  been  able  to  warp  to  an  evil  pur- 
pofe.     Why  are  we  to  do  this  ?  Why  are  we  to  trufl  nothing 
to  the  difcrction  of  th.c  commillioners  who  arc  to  c;o  to  Ame- 
rica, and  rcpofe  unlimited  confidence  in  the  lupcrioi"  wildom 
and  difcrction  of  the   miniiters,  who   arc  to  remain   here  ? 
Have  we   hitherto  found   their  wifdom  fo  preventive,  their 
'  foreii'j;ht  To  intuitive,  or  th.cir  information  fo  infallible,  as  to 
prcfer'tlieir  bare  conicciure  at  this  difcance,  to  the  aftual  ob- 
IcrvatiMii  of  thofe  who  will  be  upon  the  fpot  ?       But  further. 
Sir  :     It  liiould  fccm  as  if  tliis  demand  whicii  is  nov/  made  to 
rarliamcnt,    to    delegate    llicir    own    clFenliid   :iud   peculiar 
riHit^  ;  ijucitionable'as  it  is  with  refpefl  to  their  power  con- 
iVrtutionallv  to  do  it ;  highly  difngreeable,  and  to  be  juftHicd 
only  by  the  moft  extreme  necLllity,  as  the  cNcrcilc  ot  1o  de- 
licate :'\  power,  fuppofmg  them  to  have  it,  mufl:  be  :   it  fliould 
fccm,   1  Ihv,  as  if  uhat   is  now  required  was  not  '-unicicntly 
vnp,i','tablc  in  itftlf,  but  that  peculiar  p;iins  !i.;d  beat  v,.',.cn  to 
render  it  fllU  mo.'c  difgufclng.     V/e  are  neither  permitted  to 
have   the  nomination  of  the  commillioners,  which,  I  tiiink, 
would  have  been  highly  proper,  nor  are  even  thotight  wortliy 
to  be  told  the  nair.es  of  tliote  whom  we  are  about  to  mvctl 
wit!\  ;'n  .luthorilv  greater  than  the  fovcrelgn  liimfLif  poUelles, 
Vet  I'nis  autiiorit?,  tmder  thcfe  circumftances,  am  1  willing 
to  '^•ive  them  ;  beeaufe  I  hold  it  to  be  indifpii.lably  neccfl'ary 
tlicv  niould  have  it.     Dut  if  it  be  fo  indifpcnfaiily  necciTary, 
ou-ht-not  onlv  to  be  willing  to  ';ive  it  them,  but  abfolutcly 
c.rt:Tin  they  lluiuld   have  it.     Can  I  fay,    as   the   bill  now 
Itands,  that  I  am  certain  of  that  r   Do  I  not  knov,-  it  is  liable 
to  be  fettered  l.y   reftriftions  J  b.avc  not  confented  to,_  and 
niiinlatcd   by   inftruftions    1   may   never  fee;  nay,  whieli  I 
tv.ciimv  I  n'.ver  IhaU  lee  r    for  tiiofe  who  could  rete.le  us  a 
fi'ht  of  the  inilrucfions  to  Lord  and  Cjencral  Howe,  without 
even  ib.e  llightcfl  pretence  of  a  reafon  for  fo  doing,  will  un- 
doubtedly bj  crjunllv  unwilling  to  indulge  u^  with  n  fight  of 
ihefc,  ■ven  after  the"  event  of  rlic  comilnilion  ihall  have  been 
d-teri'  'ued  •  as  wa.  thecafo  when  thofe  former  inilaK^lions 
i^--:rc  i.,oved  for  and  lefuil.i.   .\-^<\  }ct  L  wa^w^  ^Y  a  lender 
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of  that  mnjoi-ity  who  veaifcd  me  fo  much  as  a  fight  of  thofe 
inftruftions,  that  tlicre  was  a  conftltutional  remedy  to  vclort 
to  in  this  cafe  •  that  the  miniftcrs  ftoocl  anlwcrablc  lor  the 
inftruftions  thev  -avc  ;  refponfibil.ty  reftcd  as  it  ought  to 
do  with  them  a,  in-incipals,  and  not  with  the  commilhoiicrs 
afting  under  their  direftions.  Sir,  in  tlie  pure  and  vutuous 
times  of  the  republic,  wlicn  Rome  was  kome,  i  knovv  mat 
tliere  was  really  a  power  in  the  ftate,  that  couk,  make  mimkers 
feel  and  tremble  for  their  refponfibility.  1  have  read  ot  m.m- 
fters  that  have  loft  their  heads,  on  account  ol  tne  civil  troubles 
their  opprelhve  government  has  occahoncd  Lut  m  theie 
days  with  Parliaments  lb  conftituted,  with  the  power  of  the 
puile  fo  unlimited,  when  the  very  individuals  that  blame  and 
condemn  minifters  williout  doors,  iupport  and  vote  lor  them 
within,  to  talk  to  me  of  the  refponlih.hty  ot  a  mm. fter,  is  a 
mockery  and  infult  to  mv  underftandmg  ;  and  1  ihould  pay  a. 
much  attention  to  a  grave  dillcrtation  on  the  cntoree.nen  ot 
kni'viu's-fervice,  or  the  legality  of  ihip-moncy,  or  any  other 
oMoIete  queftion,  as  to  an  argument  lounded  on  the  re.ponU- 
bilitv  of  minifters.  ,       t  ,  1    .1 

Si'r,  the  more  1  confider  the  rcafons  I  have  urged,  the  more 
I  am  convinced  the  bill  ouglil  not  toiiave  1..  n  altered  ,n  the 
committee  in  the  manner  it  has  been  ;  but  yet,  changed  and 
manMed  as  it  now  is,  and  meftcftual  as  I  mucdi  ,ear  it  will 
V.ove,   1  am  net  ripe  to  give  my    voicu  a;:ainlt   it;   1   .,aie 
not  do  it.     1   dare  not  rejcft  any  altcmpvs   however  .Le...e 
.-md  unpromifing,  that  have  peace  with  America  tor  their  o.,- 
ie£t,  narticularlv  this,  which  is  the  1uft  U  mptom  of  a  change 
in  thit  diftempered  and  fatal  iVlkin  v,!...l,  has  reduced  iis  to 
our  prefent  miferable  condition.      1  ll.al,  rcju.ce  exceedingly 
to  find  tliat  that  reafon  has  the  fiime  weight  with  other  gen- 
tlemen it  has  with  me  ;  and  that,  dilapprovmg,  and  delpmrmg. 
of  good  from  the  prefent,  they  will  yet  lorbear  togiveit  any 
violentoppofition.andfuirerittopal^atleaftwtthoutadivihon. 
I  have  now,    Sir,   finillied  ^vhat  1  wilhcd  to  lay  upon  tin. 
queftion.    But   vet  I  cannot  fit  down  without  oblervmg  how 
?erv  extraordinary  it  is,  that  the  Secretary  lor  the  Amcnean 
department,   the  great  cll.cient  officer  to  give  cftec.  to  thiu 
bills,  lias  thought  proper   to  oblerve  the  moU   P-tound  h" 
knce  concerni^ig  them,  though  he  has  cunftant  y  at.ciukd 
everv  ftaoe  of  their  difcuHion.       i    M.  it   only    extiaor- 
dm%    at^n•efent;    bccaufe  1  truft  he   has   relerved    him- 
felf  till  this  dav,  to  give  his  opiijion  at  large  upon  them,    hut 
flioukl  he  perfift  in  his  taciturnity,^  and  cautiowfiy  lh<--ficr 
Ifimlelf  under  a  ^..'lerve  he  may  deem  as  prudent  as  it  is  niy- 
fterious.hi^conaftwilllurcly  then  t,e  h.gnly  dUrclpeahi 
li  h  h  a  •'•"'^ 
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cinJ  In.lccent  to  this  ?Ioufe.     What  !   (liall  v,-c  trufl  the  coi- 
rclponelciKC  with  the  commiffionevs,  tlic  mftruaions  to  hi         1 
iVmed,  the  principal  direaion  of  this  great  work  ot  cont;- 
liation,  to  a  man,  whofe  fentiments,  the  lalt  at.  leaft  he  lia? 
Thought  proper  to  deelave  upon  the  iubjca  here,  \vere,  thai         ^ 
he   would  Iboner  cut  ofF  his   right  hand  than  fign  a  treaty         , 
with  rebels  with  arms  in  their  hands  ?      Has  he  changed  hi3         | 
opinion  in  that  refpeft,  or  docs  he  hold  this  Houfe  too  clieap 
to  tell  them  whether  he  has  or  not  ?     I  cannot  perlaade  my-         I 
felf,  Sir,  that  this  can  be  the  cafe  ;  and  thereforcaU  I  have         I 
further  to  fay   is,  that  if  it  were  in  my  power,  it  is  by  no 
means   my  intention,   to  force  the  noble  Lord  to  get  up  lo         . 
early  in  the  day.     I  am  too  confcious,  that  when  the  great         I 
leaders  in  this  Houfe  ta!;e  any  early  part  in  any  debate,  tliey 
iUuflratc  the  qucllion  with  fucli   pomted  argument,  tlity  il- 
lur-jnaie  it  wiih  huh  IniUiant  eloquence,  that  it  is  impoihble 
for  any  youn"-  and  unexperienced  member  to  attempt  to  get 
up  after  them.     Happy  for  fuch  it  is,  if  they  can   catch  a 
moment  before  the  attention  of  the  Koule  has  been  too  long- 
tried,  or  the  qucfdon  too  much  exhaufled  1  they  will  then 
'  find  that  patient  indulgence  with  which  I  have  been  honoured 
this  day.     No  one,  I  fear,  could  dcferve  it  lefs ;  none^  I  am 
f.ire,  can  be  more  jvrateful  for  it.  j 

Mr.  Mo:  f ten  ironically  congratulated  Lord  North  upon         | 
the  cordial  afliftance  he   had  \cccived  from  liis  new  aMies. 
Lut  faid,  the  taxatiiMi  bill  cov.h!  not  pafs  into  a  law,  y.itiiout         i 
a    new   couftitution  iii    America;    becaute    the    lul.jcas  of         j 
Great  Britain,  wherever  they  are,   are  taxable  by  the  Par- 
liament of  Great'  Britain,  whofe  power  has  no  bounds.     If         j 
the  Americans  are  not  taxable,  he  defircd  any  lawyer  or  po-         | 
liilcian  would  Ibcw  him  by  what  law  they  were  exempted  ;         j 
and  if  they  are  not  exempted  by   any  law,  he  dehred  tue 
j-entlemen  of  the  learned  profeihon  to  which  he  had  the  ho-  , 

uour  to  belong  would  tell  him  whether  they  were  exempted  j 
by  th-»  prerogative  of  the  crown  ;  and  if  fo,  whether  it  was  | 
in  any  of  their ch:'.rtcrs.  He  knew  cf  but  one,  Maryland;  1 
and  the  man  who  put  the  fcal  to  that  charter  ought  to  have  j 
been  impeached.  If  they  were  not  exempted,  either  by  law  \ 
or  the  King's  prerogative,  they  ftiU  remained  taxable  ;  un-  i 
Icfs  fome  gentlemen  did  Uippofe  Parliament  had  loft  its  right 
of  taxing'"\hcm,  by-non-ufage.  He  dreaded  therefore  the  j 
confequeuce  of  this  rneafure  even  more  than  tlie  doftrine.  ; 
Then  went  into  a  long  ftate  of  the  danger  of  raifing  money  j 
in  Am'-ricn  bv  rcquibtions  from  the  crown  ;  by  which  reve- 
jiuc,  U  railed,  the  Kin";  might  be  enablcc':. to  govern  this  j 
tot;iur,   v/ithout  i-.u-lianicnti.'"    Next  he  went  ir.o  an  ea- 

qu>rv,  1 
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quiiy,  wliat  could  give  rife  to  this  fudtlcn  convciTion,  that 
in  all  ages  and  countries  was  commonly  attended  with 
feme  material  communications  or  vllitations,  fuch  as,  they 
met  fomebody  on  the  road,  or  going  into  the  city,  who  had 
Illuminated  their  underflandings.  That  as  none  iuch  had 
come  to  hini,  he  muft  remain  in  his  old  opinion,  unconverted. 

Mr.  D^nu.'as  [Lord  Advocate]  laid,  while  he  thought  it  Mr.  jp„r- 
was  praaicabk  to  tax  Amciica,'  he  was  aUvays  for  it.  I3i.it ''•'■'• 
when  General  Howe  was  obliged  to  leave  Jfrley,  he  began 
to  entertain  doubts  of  its  futcefs  ;  and  the  misfortune  to 
General  Eurgoync  afterwards  was  experience  fufficient,  and 
warranted  him  in  faying,  that  the  taxation  of  America  by 
the  Britifli  Parliament  had  been  found  to  be  impraftiLable. 
No  miraculous  illumination  could  ever  pcrfuade  him  that 
government  fliouKl  attempt  impracticable  things.  ^  ]f  we  ;irc 
not  able  to  fubduc  America  by  force,  wc  muft  mix  with  our 
meafures  fomething  that  may  lead  to  conciliation. 

Mr.  Gilbert,  after  exprefling  his  concern  that  the  affairs  Mr. G.Vi^i 
of  the  public  were  greatly  neglefted,  and  that  a  committee 
fliould  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  particularly  into  the  exorbitant  contrafts  and 
abufcs  of  office,  and  the  exorbitancy  of  cfficc  fees;  he  de- 
clared his  refolution,  the  iufl  time  Lord  North  went  into 
the  ways  and  means,  to  propofc  a  tax  of  one  fourth  upon  the 
incomes  of  all  placemen. 

Mr.  irUkcs.  1  have  not  given  the  lead  oppofition  to  the  pro-  Mr-  '^Vi, 
grefs  of  either  of  the  conciliatory  bills,  which  have  been 
brought  into  this  Houfe  by  adminiftration.  I  thought  it  the 
part  of  candour  to  acquiefce,  tofuffer  the  bills  to  go  through 
the  committee  '.vithouc  interruption,  and  to  rsceivc  every  iin- 
provcment,  whi'.-h  tb.c  noble  Lord  wlllr  t'.-.e  blue  ribband 
[Lord  North]  who  firft  inn\<luced  thciii  among  us,  or  any  of 
liis  friends  on  the  other  fide  of  tlie  IIoull-,  chofj  to  luggcft 
or  adopt.  We  ;:r-  now,  Sir,  in  polili-  m  -  f  :■-  ]'l:in,  with 
much  care  revilc>'.  ,ind  corvectc.'t  bs  the  clT::!.  '  U:  nv.ni  Her  here, 
in  the  full  expoftation  of  its  being  equally  plealiiig  and  pala- 
table on  both  fides  the  Atlantic  r.s  well  a?  this  Houle.  The 
great  outlines  indeed,  Sir,  oppofuion  niuu  ;ipprove,  for  they 
arc  undoubtedly  their  own.  They  were  long  ago  traced  out 
by  themfelves,  although  the  fplrit  of  them  now  is  gone. 
Other  means  than  thofe  of  coercion  have  been  long  fleadily 
urged.  The  noble  Lord  with  the  blue  ribband  has  as  liberal- 
ly'borrowed  their  ideas  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  execheqnei: 
means  to  borrow  'heir  money  on  Fnday,  when  he  opens  the 
budget.  The  r-,  r,  lemen  on  this  fide  the  Houfe  have  frequent- 
ly propofeJi  a  Ysv  hoa  of  all  the  afts  complained  of  by  our 
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Amcvkan  brethren.     Above  three  years  ago  a  pavliamentary 
rcvlUl  of  thole  ftatutes  was  warmly  prcffed  on  the  minil.cr, 
und  It  Is  not  three  months  fince  I  had  the  honour  of  fubmitting  to 
the  Houfe  a  motion  for  the  repeal  of  thole  very  ads,  which, 
in  a  lefs  conftitutional  mode,  commlffioncrs  are  now  to  be 
authorized  to  lulpend.     I  made  that  motion,  Sir,  while  Ame- 
rica was  fliU  free  to  negotiate,  fllll  free  from  all  foreign  trea- 
ties, or  folemn  engagements,  as  independent  Itates    with  any 
of  the  '-reat  powers  of  Europe.     There  is   fcarccly   an  idea 
in  elthen-  of  the  two  afts,  for  gentlemen  feem  to  a^ree  to 
confider  them  together,  which  has  not  been  luggefled   by  op- 
pofition.     The    "  ceflatlon  of  hollllltles  on  the  part  ot  his 
Maiefty's  forces  by  lea  and  land;"  "  the  granting  a  pardon 
or  pardons  to  any  number  or  defcrlptlon   of  perlons   within 
the  laid  colonic.,  provinces,  or   plantations ;""  the  treating, 
confulting,  and  agreeing  with  any  body,  or  bodies    politic 
and  corporate,  or  with  any  afl'embly,  or   affcmblies  of  men, 
or  with  any  I'crfon,  or  perfons  whatfoever,  of  or  concermng 
any  irrievances,  or  complaints  of  grievances  exilting  or  lup- 
pofed  to  exlft  in  the  government  of  any  of  the  laid  colonics, 
provinces,  or  plantations  relpcaively,  or  mthe  laws  and  Ita- 
Uites  of  this  realm  rclpcfdng  the  lame  ;"   "  the   treating  of 
any  aid  or  contribution  to  be  furnidiedby  any  of  the  colonies, 
provinces,  or  plantations  refpeaivcly  ;"  "  the  not  impofing 
any  duty,  tax,  or   alTelTment  whatever,  payable  in  any   ot 
Ixis  M/k'Uv's  colonies,  provinces,  and  plantations  in  North- 
America,  except  only  Inch  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to 
impofe  for  the  regulation  of  commerce  ;"  all  thefe  important 
confiderations  have  been   repeatedly   urged  to  the   minifter, 
while  the  fword  fliU  Hcpt  in  the  I'cabbard,  before  the  late  de- 
lutre  of  the  blood  of  the  fubjcas  of  this  empire  m  an  unju  t 
and  unnatural  war.     At  lafl  more   is  offered  than  was  aiked. 
A  repeal  of  all  the  obnoxious  afts   iince  the  year    1763   only 
was  propofcd.     Tlie  minlffer  now  agrees  to  lacnfice  the  Ita- 
tutes  of  almort  another  entire  year,  for  he   gives  up  all  the 
afts  fince  the  10th  of  February    1763,  the   infamous  Era  of 
the  pcpce  of  Paris,  by  which  the  moil  valuable  conquefts  ot 
a  glorious  war  were  laciitlccd.     ^\'hcncc  can  luch   a  change 

I  obfcrve   Sir,  that  fcveral  gentlemen  liave  this  day  mention- 
ed their  convei-fion,  the  cera  and  caule.   A  very  learned  advo- 


fH.  Dnndas,  EUi.  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland]  has  laid 
be  was  converted  when  Sir  William  Howe  was  forced 
to  retire  from  the  jerfeyo.  Another  honourable  gentleman 
rCharle  Baldwyn,  Er.i.l  tells  us,  lha\hc  wasA^onveited  when 
Genera.  Lurgoy  ne  capituhited  at  Saratoga.     Walhvngton  and 


Gates, 
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Gates,  Sir,  nrc  certainly  vei-y  powerful  niindlcs.  I  fliould 
not  be  ruriM-ltec!,  if  (icneral  Howe  hiinfclf  was  at  lall  con- 
verted. I  believe  the  ?era  of  the  noble  Lord's  convcrilon 
is  not  far  tliftant.  I  fufpeft  it  happened  at  the  fuccefsfnl  mo- 
ment of  tlic  late  American  negotiation  in  France,  which  I 
greatly  fear  has  cflabliflied  their  independence.  It  is  impoffi- 
ble  not  to  be  charmed  with  the  gentle,  meek,  fupplicating, 
humiliating  tone  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  prefcnt  moment. 
We  hear  no  more  of  the  vengeance  of  the  ftate  againft  daring 
rebels,  'I'lie  harfli  difcord  of  war  no  longer  grates  on  our 
cars.  Peace,  harmony,  reconciliation  with  our  brethren, 
arc  the  enchanting  Ibunds,  with  which  v/e  are  now  raviflied. 
The  terrible  exterminating  minifter  of  wrath  no  longer  alarms 
the  revolted  colonifls  whh!^ws  eg^.  The  noble  Lord,  witli 
no  lefs  policy  than  pity,  Ibothes  them,  and  in  mild  accents 
fays,  nwtos  pra-Jfat  componcrc  JliiHiis.  I  much  fear  however. 
Sir,  the  colonics  will  never  be  gathered  together  again  luidcr 
his  miniflerial  wing. 

The  two  conciliatory  bills  arc,  in  my  opinion,  more  calcula- 
ted for  this  country  than  America.  They  appear  only  meant 
t<)  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people  here,  and  to  amufe  this  king- 
dom, not  to  regain  the  colonies ;  b'^t  I  trufl  the  day  of  recko- 
ning, and  of  exemplary  punifliment,  approaches.  The  prc- 
Ibnt  dead  calm  forebodes  a  furious  tempcft.  The  bills  hold 
out  what  minifl:crs  know  to  be  a  fallacious  hope,  a  reconci- 
liation with  the  colonifls  on  terms  fliort  of  independence. 
The  ohjeft  is  merely  to  fcreen  miniftry  from  the  indignation 
of  the  public,  and  the  vengeance  of  the  people.  There  can 
be  little  doubt  of  this,  when  the  very  words  of  the  afts,  in 
rlic  ftate  they  firfi;  appeared  here,  are  confulcred.  The  pre- 
amble of  one  of  the  afts  was,  "  Whereas  the  exercife  of  the 
right  of  taxation  by  the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  for  the 
purpofe  of  railing  a  revenue  in  his  jVIajcf!:y's  colonies,  pro- 
vinces and  plantations  in  North- America,  has  been  found  by 
experience  to  occaiion  great  uneafineffes  and  difordcrsand  has 
by  fundry  mifrepreientations  been  made  the  means  of  millea- 
ding  many  of  his  Majelty's  faithful  fubjefts."  Thefe  words 
are  a  kind  of  fecond  declaratory  aft,  in  which  the  right  of 
taxation  is  aflcrted  at  the  inflantyou  give  commiflioncrs  po- 
wers to  fufpend  it.  Was  this  meant  as  a  healing  meafure  ? 
Could  minifters  really  intend  to  confer  a  favour,  as  they  af- 
fefted  to  think,  and  yet  chufe  the  molt  ofFenfive,  the  moft 
obnoxious,  the  mofl  galling  exprefTions  ?  The  preamble  to 
the  other  conciliatory  bill  is  liable  to  the  fame  flrong  objeftion. 
Itis,  "  for  the  q  icting  and  extingrfifliing  of 'divers  jcalou- 
fiesand  mifrcpcl  ntationsof  danger  to  their  liberties  and  le- 
gal 
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gal  rights,  which  have  milled  many  of  Iiis  Majefly's  fuljicfls  • 

in  die  colonies,  provinces,  «S:c."     IMufl  not  I'lich  exprcfiions  1 

be  neceflarily  confidcrcd  by  tlic  Conprefs  as  the  language  of 
high  and  direft  infult  ?  The   commiilloners  muft   derive   all  1 

their  powers  from  thefe  two  afts  of  the  Icgiflaturc,  in  which        ' 
the  Americans  were  accufed  and  upbraided.     Are  thcfo   the  ! 

winning,  perfuafive  arts  of  peace  and  reconciliation  ?   Was  a 
Tcconciliation  really  intended,  or  have  minifters  only  in  view  ( 

to  delude  the  nation,  and  to  incenfe  them  againft  the  Amtri-  I 

cans,  with  the  abfurd  hope  of  at  lafl  compelling  them  to   an 
unconditional  fubmifllon  ?  I 

Adminiftration,  Sir,  thought  tlie  game  defperate,   and  had  r 

only  in  view  their  ov/n  fafciy,  the   ]>rcfcrvation  of  their  po-  | 

wer,  and  perhaps  a  facility  in  the  enfuing  loan.     They  knew  ! 

the  folemn  declarations  of  the  Congrcfs  to  fome  of  the  grcat- 
cfl:  powers  of  Europe  fo  early  as  December  1776,  and  con- 
firmed lafl  November,  the  bafis  of  which  refled  folcly  on  j 
.  their  Independence.  They  poffefs  \\.  rk  j'aBo.  I  fear  v.'c  Ihall  ' 
be  obliged  to  give  it  them  d:  jure.  If  the  prefent  propofitions  j 
are  rejefted,  we  cannot  hefitatc  in  preferring  the  acknowledge-  J 
mcnt  of  their  independence  to  an  ex])cnfive  and  bloody  war,  j 
in  which  at  laft  conqueft  15  admitted  to  be  an  impolliblc  and  . 
frantic  attempt.  We  ought  to  enter  into  a  fcederal  \jnlon  j 
\Vith  them,  and  endeavour  to  fccurc  the  advantages  of  the  I 
nioft  important  trade  with  Amciica  by  a  commercial  treaty,  j 
whieh  wovdd  be  reciprocally  nJv;iP.t;!gcov.b  to  both  countries. 
Unlefs  indeed  the  eloquence  of  our  K.'inmiilioncrs  can  ciTcft 
what  the  force  of  ourannsh:\s  in  vain  attemjMcd,  their  relin- 
quifliing  the  claim  of  independence.  1  lie  adminiftration  are 
perfcclly  acquainted  with  tb.e  various  commercial  engagemenU 
of  the  colonifts,  from  which  tb.ey  cannot  recede.  It  ajipea- 
red  likcwife  that  the  military  as  we'd  as  the  civil  have  concur- 
■  red  in  reprobating  every  idea  of  a  dependence  on  this  coun- 
try. The  fcei)tre  of  America  is  departed  from  Britain, 
Three  months  after  the  llritlllr  army  had  taken  their  capital, 
the  leat  of  the  Congrefs,  Philadep'hia,  Walliington  gave  it 
out  in  general  orders  from  head  quarters,  December  17th, 
"  We  may  on  the  befl  grounds  conclude,  that  by  a  fpirited 
continuance  in  the  meafures  neccflary  for  our  defence,  wc 
fliall  finally  obtain  the  end  of  our  v/arfare,  independence,  li- 
berty, rnd  peace."  In  Oflobcr  I  774,  the  Congrefs  humbly 
fupplicated  his  Majefty  for  peace,  liberty,  and  fafety.  Since 
that  period  fiifcty  liad  been  fecured  to  them  by  their  own  pro- 
wefs,  except  indeed  on  fome  jiarts  of  their  \ery  extenhve 
coaft.  riiey  had  fmce  b?en  d;■ivcn^  into  independence,  and 
began  t(  talle  its  fwects.     We  had  cancelled  inl   rjie  ties  1)V 

wliick 
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which  the  two  countries  had  long  held  togetlier,  and  fince  we 
had  forced  them  Into  a  very  reluftant  warfare,   they  held   to 
the   people    and    the  army,  as  its  great  end,  the  manly   lan- 
guage of  independence,    liberty,  and   peace,    America   was 
driven  to  defperation.     It  is  now  as  to  iis  abofoni   friendHiip 
foured  to  an  implacable  hatred.     We  have  wantonly   burnt 
her  towns,  butciiered  her  men,  women,  children,  even   in- 
fants at  the  breafl,  malTacred  the  captives  in  cold  blood,  fcal- 
pcd  the  dying  and  wounded,  and  carried  fire  and  fword  througli 
her  mod  fertile  provinces.     Wiiat  a  contraft  has  their  con- 
du£l  been  to  a  whole  Britifli  army,  and  general,  who  capitu- 
lated !  What  a  noblenefs  in  turning  away    from  the  humilia- 
ting fpeftacle  of  Englifh  Soldiers  piling  their  arms   by   word 
of    command   from   their  own  officers  !    Are  our  miniflers 
weak  enough  to  expeft  to  cajole    America  with  a   parchment 
aft,   at  the  moment  they  declare  th^  they  defpair  of  conqueft 
by  the  fword  ?  The  idea  mufl:  to  them  be  perfeftly  ridiculous, 
when  the  Americans  recolleft  tliat  the  noble   Lord   with   th'^- 
blue  ribband  at  the  beginning  of  the  war   had  prophefied  that 
they  would  be  foon  at  our  feet,  and  the  noble   Lord  at   the 
head  of  the  American  department,  had  inlifted   on   uncondi- 
tional fubmiffion.   l"he  Americans  had  now  tried  their  ftrcngth 
and  found  their  refources,  both  on  their  own  continent  and  in 
Europe,    adequate  to  all  their  views.     They  fa w  the  world  in 
admiration,   of  their  firmnefs  and  fortitude,  in  the  warmeft 
applaufc  even  of  the   military   achievements.     The    zeal  of 
the  French  nation  in  their  caufe  rofe  to  the  highefl;  pitch  of  cn- 
thufiafm,  and  even  this  llland  might  fay  to  America,  in   the 
words  of  Horace,  '■'■  te  cede gaudcntei  Britanni  compojitis  fcncraji- 
tur  armh.^'' 

The  honourable  gentleman,  [Sir  Grey  Cooper,  bart.] 
Sir,  who  made  you  the  motion  for  the  tliird  reading  of  the 
bill,  fays,  the  Americans  will  fee,  "  that  we  do  not  mean  to 
tax  them."  They  have  no  confidence.  Sir,  in  any  of  our 
profeffions  or  promifes.  The  aft  of  parliament  of  the  fefTion, 
or  the  fecretary's  official  letter,  they  hold  in  equal  contempt. 
In  1765,  there  was  fo  great  a  flagnation  of  our  commerce  ia 
confequence  of  the  ftamp  aft,  that  in  the  following  year  that 
unjuft,  as  well  as  uncommercial  aft,  was  repealed,  and  all 
the  fources  of  trade  between  Great-Britain  and  her  colonies 
were  again  opened,  and  flowed  in  full  abundance.  Notwith- 
Handing  this,  in  the  very  next  year,  duties  to  be  paid  in  Ame- 
rica were  impofed  on  tea,  glafs,  paper  and  otlier  articles, 
which  tlirew  the  whole  empire  agaifj  into  convullions.  Ame~ 
rica  faw  that  we  v,  :re  not  to  be  confided  in  during  the  lliort 
period  of  u  Tingle  year,  and  that  no  tie,  even  of  ovsrownin- 
VOL.   VIII.  lii  tereft, 


4?.6  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  irr^- 

tcreft,  could  bind  us  to  any  terms  of  future  recurity  for  them. 
It  is  impofTiblc,  without  the  higheft  indignation,  to  reikft 
from  what  a  height  of  profperity  wc  are  now  fallen,  into  an 
abyfs  of  mifery  and  ruin.  The  difpolitions  of  America  in 
1766  were  moll  friendly  and  aflciStionate.  Thewiic  mcafure 
of  the  repeal  of  the'flamp  aftdilTufed  univerlal  joy  thro'  the 
.  thirteen  now  revolted  colonies.  At  Philadelphia,  in  May, 
1766,  they  unanimoufly  came  to  the  following  generous  refo- 
lution,  "  that  to demonftrate our  zeal  to  Great-Britain,  and 
our  gratitude  for  the  repeal  of  thcflamp  aft,  each  of  us  will, 
on  the  fourth  of  June  next,  being  the  birth-day  of  our  moft 
gracious  fovcrcign  George  the  Third,  drefs  ourfelves  in  a  new 
fuit  of  the  manufaftures  of  England,  and  give  what  home 
fpun  we  have  to  the  poor,"  What  were  the  unanimous  refo- 
lutions  of  the  Congrefs,  nqt  ten  year!  after,  in  the  very  fame  j 

town  ?  Our  enemies  have  publi'lhcd  them  to  the  world  with 
mockery  and  triumph.  With  what  perfidy  has  the  province 
of  the  Jcrfcys  been  treated  !  When  that  province  returned  to 
its  allegiance,  was  it  reftored  to  the  free  excrcife  of  its  trade 
and  commerce,  and  tothe  lame  protcftion  and  fecuritv,  as  if 
it  had  never  revolted  ?  Or.  did  tliat  province  continue  uiidcr 
the  lian  of  the  empire,  as  a  lucrative  job  to  tlie  friends  of  ihe 

I  minifter  ?  Yet  the  minifter,   in  the  King's  name,  at  tlic  ope- 

ning of  thefefnonof  Parliament  in  Oftober  1775,  folemnly 
held  out  fuch  promifes  to  the  Americans.  It  is  imiPoHiijlc  the 
colonili^can  liave  any  confidence  in  liich  minilars,  or  llieir 
agents  or  commiflioners  ;  and  unlcis  nun,  :is  well  as  meii- 
lures,  arc  changed,  no  permanent  reconciliation  eaiibceflec- 
ted.  Our  perfidy  may  indeed  poUibly  be  retaliated  upon  us 
in  a  mock  treaty,  and  a  delulive  negotiation,  but  no  ftable, 
folid-peace  can  be  obtained  by  the  authors  of  their  gvievau- 
"ccs. 

.  The  ear  of  England,  Sir,  is  rankly  aliufed  bv  minifter";, 
who  pretend  to  alliire  us  of  pacific  dil'pofuioni  in  the  co1oiik-s, 
and  a  delire  to  return  to  their  dependence  on  llie  [jarent  ftate, 
when  not  the  lead  fymptom  of  fuch  a  nature  has  appeared. 
Hastlie  Congrefs,  or  any  one  colony,  made  the  kali,  over- 
ture to  a  reconciliation,  •lince  their  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence r  Have  not  the  Americans  exprefl'ed  the  utmofi  abhor- 
rence of  the  mi  nifters  who  are  to  nominate  the  commillioners, 
jnftead  of  a  difpofition  to  treat  with  them?  And  will  they 
entertain  a  more  favourable  idea  of  their  creatures?  I  mufl 
declare  that  I  fee  nothing  in  the  intended  negotiation,  but  dif- 
grace  and  humiliation  on^our  part,  after  our  repeatad  injuries, 
and  a  1  crative  job  for  five  bold  hungry  dependents  of  the 
.  niinift^ ; .  Would  to  Gcd,  Sir,  I  may'  be  :ni'ri;;k*n,  and  tlmr 
I  liie 
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the  commiffioncrs  may  return  to  Europe  with  iinenvled  wcaltlx 
and  bloocllcfs  laurels.  Their  grateful  country  will  honour 
ihcm  to  its  latcft  pofterity.      Tiieir  fame  will  be  immortal. 

An  honourable  gentleman,  [Edmund  Burke,  Efq.]  one  of 
the  g.-eatcfl:  ornaments  of  this  Houfe,  lays,  that  he  oliferves 
great  benevolence  among  us  towards  the  Americans.  I  hear- 
tily wifli  that  I  could  diVcover  it.  Among  three  lets  of  gen- 
tlemen, which  have  been  mentioned  this  day,  I  fear  the  Ame- 
ricans have  very  few  friends.  All  the  dependents  of  admini- 
ftration,  the  large  majority  in  this  Houfe,  who  have  voted  .all 
die  cruel  and opprefliveafts  now  to  befutpcndcd,have  certainly 
no  great  benevolence  towards  the  Americans,  Thofe  who 
are  accuftomed  to  pace  in  the  trammels  of  a  defpotic  mini- 
iler,  and  to  be  obedient  to  his  fovcreign  nod,  naturally  abhor 
tlie  enthufiaft  for  liberty,  the  uncontrolled  Ipirit  of  the  ions 
of  freedom.  I  iufpcft  likewife  that  there  ix  not  much  good 
'will  towards  our  fellow  fffbiefts  in  the  colonies,  among  the  in- 
liabitants  in  the  northern  parts  of  our  own  illand.  It  would 
be  a  curious  Ipeculation  to  invefligate  the  caufes  of  the  marked 
liatrcd  of  the  Scots  in  general  to  the  Americans.  Is  it.  Sir, 
that  altho'  Ibme  iinall  parts  of  America  are  almoft  over-run 
with  Tories,  as  others  are  with  different  deftruftive  animals, 
yet  there  fcarcely  ever  was  found  a  llngle  Jacobite  in  all  our 
colonies  ?  Are  the  Scots  in  defpair,  becaufe  they  have  not 
been  able  to  find  any  thing  in  North- America  congenial  with 
them  ?  They  cannot  there  mingle  trealbn  with  trcufon.  Is  it 
that  believing  the  prefent  reiiflancc  in  the  colonics  to  partake 
of  the  nature  of  a  true  rebellion,  they  are  jealous  of  fuch  an 
ufurpation  of  the  Americans  on  their  peculiar  prerogative  ? 
Scotland  feems,  indeed,  the  natural  foyer  of  rebellion,  as 
yEgypt  is  of  the  plague  ;  but,  Sir,  no  monopolies  in  this 
commercial  country  are  permitted.  Manchcfter  and  Liver- 
pool would  oppofe  fuch  a  monopoly,  and  juftly  claim  no  Imall 
ibare  in  it,  from  their  vigorous  efforts  in  favour  of  the  Pre- 
tender in  1743.  It  will,  Sir,  be  a  new  and  curious  fpeaacle. 
in  1778,  to  mark  the  north  pouring  forth  her  hardy  fens  to 
quell  an  American,  not  to  aid  a  nalive,  rebellion,  ^  carefully 
nurfed  in  her  frozen  bolbm,  and  afterwards  in  a  taihted  part 
of  England,  kindly  tendered  and  foftered  in  its  progrcfs  to 
the  fouth.  The  third  fet  of  perfons  lately  mentioned,  are 
the  country  gentlemen.  -  I  rcfpea  the  charafter,  but  1_  feat 
many  of  them  are  hoflile  to  America,  and  American  rights. 
They  are  for  the  moft  part  very  fteady,  not_  burdened  or  per- 
jilexed  with  many  ideas,'  and  perhaps  with  few  of  very  libe- 
ral nature.  A  fiigle  principle  appears  of  late  to  have  gover- 
ned themo  I'lu  '^hopcd  to  throw  off  from  their  flroulders  on 
I  i  1  3  tl'« 
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the  poor  Americans  a  confulerablc  part  of  the  enormous  bur- 
dens, under  which  they  groan,  of  the  debts  of  their  lace  adopted 
German,  and  the  prefcnt  American,  war.  The  noble  Lord 
with  the  blue  ribband  had  affured  them  of  a  folid  and  fubftan- 
tial  revenue  from  America.  On  this  plan  of  private  o^cono- 
my  to  them,  the  minifter  bargained  for  their  fupport.  Their 
tlifappointment,  and  the  fenfe  of  his  jockey  fliip,  hasundoub' 
tedly  much  chagrined  them,  but  I  will  not  dwell  on  this  fub- 
jeft.  Their  eyesfeem  to  be  opening,  jull  as  they  arc  drowr- 
iiing. 

Another  honourable  gentleman  [Thomas  Gilbert,  Efq.] 
complains  that  every  thing  refpcdling  the  public  is  in  a  great 
degree  negleflcd,  and  that  ibme  of  our  moft  important  con- 
cerns are  fcarcely  regarded.  He  has  accordingly,  with  much 
good  fenfe,  held  out  to  the  Houfc  the  idea  of  a  committee  to 
examine  into  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  during 
this  war.  1  ag*ec  with  him,-  that  noticing  is  now fccurc,  or  in- 
deed properly  taken  care  of,  except  the  proteftant  fucccffion. 
His  propofal  meets  my  full  and  warm  approbation.  Another 
committee,  however,  fcems  tomeflill  more  immediately  neccf- 
fary,  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  nature  and  caufesof  the 
failure  of  the  Canadian  expedition,  for  we  cannot  hide  the 
nation's  fear.  I  am  forry  to  be  informed  that  the  Houfe  is  to 
be  prorogued  at  Eafter,  for  I  fear  we  cannot  in  this  fefuon  un- 
dertake both  thefe  important  concerns.  The  inquiry  into  the 
Canadian  expedition,  the  lofs  of  a  Britifli  army,  and  the  hor- 
rid cruelties  committed  on  our  fellow  Uipjefls,  is  of  the  firfl 
importance,  both  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  our  fovereign, 
and  the  humanity  of  tlie  nation.  I  am  fliocked.  Sir,  at  the 
falfe  rumours  daily  fpread,  and  the  foul  reproaches  caft  on  the 
common  father  of  all  his  people.  It  is  repeatedly  circulated 
in  print,  Sir,  th.at  on  the  17th  of  Oftobcr,  after  Burgoyne's 
capitulation,  in  which  Gates  demonftratcd  a  refined  delicacy 
of  honour,  unparalleled  in  European  armies,  the  Britifli  Gene- 
ral was  received  with  refpeft,  and  dined  wltii  tire  American 
hero  ;  that  nothing  unkind  was  faid  to  him,  except  afking, 
liow  he  could  lind  in  his  h>;art  to  burn  the  poor  countrv  peo- 
ple's Jioufes,  wherever  he  paffed,  and  that  he  anfwered,' it  was 
the  King's  orders.  From  all  the  letters  of  Burgoyne  it  has 
been  repeatedly  aflerted,  that  the  projeft  of  the  Canadian  ex- 
pedition originated  from  the  clofct  of  the  King,  and  the  of- 
fice of  the  American  fecretary  ;  and  that  the  employing  the 
Savages  againft  our  fellow-fubjefts  was  among  the 'primary 
ideas  adopieJ  on  that  ocfalion.  The  American  fecretary,  in 
J  letter  to  Cieneral  Carreton,  dated  Whitehall,  March  26, 
*777?  'y^'  ''  As  thi';  plan  caijnot  be  advantageo^lly  execu- 
ted 
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ted  without  the  nffiftancc  of  Canndinns  and  Indians,  his  Ma- 
jefty  ftrongly  recommends  it  to  your  care  to  furnifli  both  ex- 
peditions with  good  and  fufficieqt  bodies  of  thofe  men.  And 
i  am  happy  in  knowing  that  your  influence  among  them  is  i'o 
great  that  there  can  be  no  room  to  apprehend  you  will  find  ic 
difficult  to  fulfil  his  Majefty's  intentions."  In  the  "  Thoughts 
for  conducing  the  war  from  the  fide  of  Canada,  by  General 
Burgoync,"  which  were  approved  by  the  King,  Burgoync  dc- 
{ircs  a  thoufand  or  more  favages.  Colonel  Butler  was  direft- 
cd  to  diftributc  the  King's  bounty  money  among  fuch  of  the 
favages  as  would  join  the  army ;  and,  after  the  delivery  of 
the  prefents,  he  a  Iks  for  401  il.  York,  currency,  more,  be- 
fore he  left  Niagara.  Burgoyne's  barbarous  proclamation  ap- 
pears now  to  be  only  a  confequence,  of  hisfanguinary  inflruc- 
tions.  General  (latcs's  letters  have  informed  the  world  witli 
what  favage  ferocity  and  cruelty  the  Indians  carried  on  a  war, 
to  wliich  tliey  were  foftrongly  invited.  An  Indian.campaigii 
isknownto.be  ji'r'oduftivc  of  every  fpecies  of  torture,  to 
which  the  human  frame  is  fubjeft.  In  the  lafi:  campaign  fcarce- 
ly  fewer  women  and  children  in  fomc  parts  where  the  war  ra- 
ged with  the  grcateft  fury,  expired  under  the  torture  of  the 
tomahawk  and  fcal ping- knife,  than  were  killed  by  the  fword 
and  bayonet  among  thofe  who  bore  arms.  Colonel  Butler's, 
letter  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  of  July  28th  fays,  "  many  of  the 
prifoners  were,  conformable  to  the  Indian  cuftom,  afterwards 
killed."'  Has  the  fccretary  at  war  yet  thanked  the  favages  in 
the  King's  name  for  their  alacrity  ?  I  have  not  had  time  fully 
'.o  examine  the  numerous  papers  on  our  table,  and  therefore  f 
am  ignorant  whetlier  we  have  any  letter  from  his  Lordfliip 
fimiliar  to  that  from  the  war-office,  of  the  nth  of  Mav, 
1768,  "  that  having  had  the  honour  of  mentioning  to  the 
King  the  behaviour  of  the  detachments  from  the  feveral  triljcs 
of  Indians,  which  have  lately  been  employed  in  the  fcalping 
■and  tomahawking  his  7\merlcan  fubjects,  he  has  great  plea- 
:fure  in  informing  the  General  that  his  Majcfly  highly  appro- 
ves of  the  conduft  both  of  the  Indian  chiefs  and  the  men, 
and  means  that  his  royal  approbation  fhould  be  communica- 
ted to  them  through  the  General.  Employing  Indians  in  fuch 
a  fcrvice  gives  him  [the  humane  fccretary  at  war]  pain,  but 
it  is  necellary.  He  hopes  they  will  continue  to  perform  their 
duty  with  alacrity.  Every  poffible  regard  fliall  be  Ihewn  to 
their  zeal,  and  they  fliall  have  the  pvoteftion  of  tlie  law  and 
this  office  under  every  difagreeable  clrcumftance." 

Mr.  Burgoyne  held  himfelf  out  as  an  aftlve  agent  on  this 
occafion,  not  by  tiie  llighteftmentiofi  of  any  fuppofcd  military 
|;alcnts,bu;;byfuc:.anabje£l;  flattery  of  the  American  fecrctary, 

as  I 
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as  r  hope  no  other  man  in  Europe  could  commit.  He  declares 
in  a  letter  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  dated  from  Hertford- 
ftroct,  Jan.  i,  1777,  "  I  humbly  laid  myiclf  at  his  Maje- 
fty's  feet  for  fuch  aftive  employment  as  lie  might  think  mc 
worthy  of.  This  was  the  fubilance  of  my  audience  on  my 
part.  I  undertook  it,  and  I  now  report  it  to  your  Lordfliip, 
in  thehope  of  your  patranoge  in  this  purfuit.  A  hope,  my 
Lord,  founded  not  only  upon  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  honour  your 
Lordfhip's  friendfliip  muft  refledl:  upon  me,  but  aUb  upon  a 
feeling  that  I  deferve  it,  in  as  much  as  a  folid  rcfpcft,  and  fm- 
cereperlbnal  attachment  can  conllltute  fuch  aclaim."]nhis  let- 
ter of  June  22,  1777,  he  feems  to  have  fully  entered  into  the 
ideas  of  his  principal  ;  for  he  fays,  "  that  he  met  the  Indians 
yeftcrday  in  Congrefs,  and  gave  them  a  war  feaft,  according 
to  their  cuflom,"  of  which  war  feaft  we  know  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  ceremony  to  be  drinking  human  blood  out  of  the  ikuUs 
of  their  enemies.  In  the  fame  conference  he  confents  to  the 
mangling  of  the  dead,  for  he  fays,  he  "  allowed  the  Indians 
to  take  the  fcalps  of  the  dead."  Surely,  Sir,  an  enquiry  in- 
to thofc  horrors,  and  the  failure  of  an  expedition,  which  has 
not  only  difgrarcd  our  arms,  but  obfcured  the  name  of  En- 
glilhmcn,  and  fixed  a  foul  ftain  on  our  national  charaftcr,  is 
ftill  more  worthy  of  our  enquiry  than  even  the  wafte  of  pub- 
lic treafure,  although  we  are,  I  fear,  if  the  war  continues, 
too  near  the  brink  of  a  general  bankruptcy. 

T  obferve,  Sir,  that  gentlemen  have  this  day  been  very 
fond  of  giving  advice  to  miniftrrs.  I  am  not  fond  at  any 
time  of  giving  advice,  but  I  will  for  once  follow  the  exam- 
■ple.  My  advice  then,  Sir,  toadminiftration  is,  to  fupplicatc 
his  Majefty  to  order  an  immediate  ceffationof  arms  in  North- 
America,  and  to  recall  his  forces.  Humanityand  juftice  call 
aloud  for  this  meafure.  The  minifter  has  at  length  eonfcflcd, 
we  cannot  conquer  America.  To  what  pur))ore  then  are 
more  torrents  of  blood  to  be  fhed  ?  The  Americans  will  ac- 
cept, or  they  will  rejeft,  your  proportions.  If  they  are  ac- 
cepted, the  war  is  at  an  end  by  conceirion.  If  they  are  rejeft- 
ed,  the  end  of  the  war,  conqucft,  has  been  found,  and  is  now 
acknowledged  to  be,  imprafticable.  The  Ihedding  of  the 
blood  therefore  of  a  fingle  man  for  an  objeft,  which  confcf- 
fedly  cannot  be  obtained,  is  not  only  unjuftifiable,  buthighly 
criminal.  Many  of  the  meafures  of  oppofition  h.ave  been  at 
length  adopted  by  minifters.  I  hope  this,  the  moll  important  of 
all,  will  have  the  fame  fuccefs.  An  immediate  ceffation  of 
arms  was  propofed  the  very  firft  day  of  this  feffion  by  an  ex- 
cellent young  nobleman^on  this  fide  the  houfc.  [Marquis  of 
Ciranb  .]  It  will  do  more  than  all  your  comlniiTioncrs  can 
'  without 
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without  it.  Pcrhnps  it  may  fave  Howe  from  the  fate  of  Bur- 
jjoyne.  It  will  give  time  for  cooling  on  both  fides,  and  at 
icaft  flicw  that  you  arc  relenting  towards  your  brethren, 
that  you  are  eager  for  that  peace  and  reconciliation,  which 
alone  can  form  the  folid  happinefs  of  both  countries,  and 
mull  be  devoutly  wiflied  by  every  friend  in  each,  to  their 
mutual  profperity.  It  may  fave  the  fragments  of  this  dif- 
mcmbered  empire  ;  for  I  own  I  fliall  tremble  for  the  fate  of 
Canada,  nearly  loiT:  three  years  ago,  Nova-Scotia,  the  two 
Kloridas,  and  the  Weft-India  iflands,  if  the  powerful  con- 
federacy of  the  thirteen  united  colonies  continues. 

Sir,  I  heartily  wlflt  fuccefs  to  thefe  two  conciliatory  bills, 
and  that  we  may  regain  by  treaty,  what  we  have  loft  by 
tyranny  and  arms.  I  would  agree  to  almoft  any  treaty,  rather 
than  continue  this  ruinous  war,  which  has  coft  already  above 
thirty  millions  ftcrling,  and  the  lols  of  twenty  thoufand  men. 
I  entirely  approve  the  efFort,  although  I  have  my  fear^sthat  it 
is  made  too  late.  Sat  bene  fi  fat  cito  !  let  the  experiment  how- 
ever be  tried,  and  may  both  Britain  and  America,  again 
form  one  powerful  empire,  on  the  principles  of  equal  liberty, 
iuft,  mild,  commercial,  and  tolerant  !  We  fliall  then  be  able 
to  ftand  the  fliock  of  all  the  adverfe  powers  of  the  world, 
again  he  feared  and  refpcftcd  abroad,  and  at  home  a  great, 
united  and  happy  people. 

?!ir  George  2 'o'nge,  propofed   a  rider,  to  declare,   agreeable  Sir r7«r^i 
to  the  bill  of  rights,  that  any  dlfpenfing  pov.'er  in  the  Crown,  '''"^''• 
was  illegal  ;  and  tliat  this  bill  Ihould  not  be  drawn  into  a  pre- 
cedent. 

Mr.  Tl-Kr/ow  [Attorney  General]  fald,  the  propofed  rl- Mr.  TW- 
der  was   unneceirary  and  might   have   imputations  charged '^»'- 
upon  it  that  were  hurtful.     Was  indifferent  whether  accep- 
ted or  not  ;  but  thought  it  moft  prudent  not  to  bring  the  mat- 
ter into  difcuffion. 

The  rider  was  withdrawn. 

Upon  the  qucftlon  being  put,  "  that  the  bill  do  pafs," 
Mr.  Baker  remarked,  that  a  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Mr.  Bak:r. 
American  department,  who  was  to  fign  the  inftruftions,  and 
through  whoic  hands,  officially,  the  bufinefs  of  the  treaty 
wit'i  America  was  to  pafs,  had  not  deigned  to  fay  one  word, 
whether  he  approved  the  meafure  or  not ;  whether  he  had 
adopted  as  yet  the  ideas  of  peace,  or  ftill  retained  the  fplrlt 
of  war,  and  thofe  principles  of  coercion,  with  which  lie 
came  into  office  ? 

hoxA  George  Germain  ^mA,    that  the  noble   Lord  who  hadip,jf;. 
brought   forward  this  meafure,   and'had  brought  in  the  bills,  Gtrwuin. 
h.id  ib  ful'.y,  to  nh  i^olnts,  explained,  that  it  was  unnecellary 
.  for 
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for  him  to  fty  the  fnme  things  in  mucli  vvorfc  words.  But, 
however,  whenever  called  upon,  he  was  very  ready  to  give 
his  approbation  to  the  mcafure.  That  he  did  it  on  the 
exigency  of  the  times,  and  upon  the  prefent  circumftances 
of  the  cafe  ;  upon  the  ground  of  expediency  he  heartily 
concurred  in  the  meafure. 

Mr.  Burie.  Mr.  Burkc  then  arofe ;  and  by  mifunderftanding,  or  not 
perfcftly  comprehending,  the  noble  Lord,  called  for  feme 
more  explicit  declaration  of  the  fentimcnts  of  that  minifter, 
who  was  to  give  the  bufinefs  its  form,  and  to  fign  the  in- 
ftruaions.  . 

Lnrd  G.  Lord  Ceor^s  Germain  then  arofe  to  explain  himfelf  far- 

Gcmjin.  ^,|^g|.^  j^fj  fj^id^  \  mj^  clear  to  fpeak  to  the  point  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  in  every  fentimcnt  which  1  ever  held.  What  I 
faid,  as  quoted  by  the  gentleman,  was  faid  upon  the  then 
ftate  of  the  cafe.  But  if  circumflances  are  changed,  fo 
muft  mcafures  change.  ■  What  I  then  faid  I  was  juftificd  in  by 
the  fenfe  and  concurrence  of  Parliament.  The  cafe  is  now 
changed  ;  and  what  I  now  fay,  the  exigencies  of  the  prefent 
circumftanccs  equally  jullify  ;  and  in  which  I  fee  aUb  I  have 
the  full  concurrence  of  Parliament.  There  is  no  cliange  of 
fentiment  in  me.  Wliiit  the  cafe  requires,  and  what  the 
ienfe  of  Parliament  adopts  upon  fuch  cafe,  it  is  my  duty  to 
follow,  and  I  will  execute  with  my  beft  zeal,  and  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  my  abilities.  He  then  faid,  that  although  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  perfeflly  verfed  in  the  forms  of 
bufinefs  and  office,  yet  he  was  miftaken,  in  fuppofing  that 
he,  as  Secretary  for  the  American  department,  %\as  to 
give  the  inftruftions,  or  to  fign  them  ;  that  it  was  indeed 
his  duty  to  frame  them,  from  the  opinion  of  the  council,  and, 
fo  framed,  to  carry  them  to  his  Majefty  ;  who,  if  he  approved 
them,  figned  them,  and  aUb  counterfigned  himfelf.  That 
he  faid  this  only  to  fet  the  gentleman  right,  as  to  the  mode 
of  doing  bufinefs  ;  he  acknowledged,  that  by  carrying  them 
to  the  king,  he  became  the  perfon  refponfibic  for  them,  as 
well  as  by  delivering  them. 

Mr.  Towiijkcnd  then  rofe  to  make  general  remarks  on  the 
merit  in  the  condudl  of  oppoUtion  on  the  prefent  oecafion  ; 
and  the  queftion  palled  without  a  divilion. 
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formed  to  fuj.jiort  us  54     enters  upon  Lord  Dunmuie's 

compares   Lord  North  to   a  attempt   to  evcite   ■.:n   inhineClion 

certain  governor                             77  of  the  negroes                                il). 

, confiders   the   Americans  as     (liews  the  lit;Ie  grounds  the 

ibfohurl v  iiHle-iendent                 7^  Americans  had  to  ec.if.d.  in  us   ■. ;; x 

Kkk-'2  Burke, 


I        N        D  EX. 

Burke,Mr.m6vesforcopie5of.ilItrca-  cumft.inces  of  the  new  levies  of 

tie",  and  con\-Entions  wIili  ihe   In-  troops                                           257 

dians  of  North  America  361     confiders  the  meafurc;  'or  car- 

■■             makes  four  othe'-  motions,  all  rying  on  the  war  fubvcrfive  of  the 

which  receive  a  negiitivc          ibid.  fundamental  principle;  of  the  con- 

■              obfcrvcs,  that  the  afTiirances  ftitution                                        340 

of  the  milliner  were  ronftantly  in     cxpofes  iheunprtcedented  inudo 

a  regular,  fucceflive,  uniform  liate  of  a;.|  ointing  officers   in  the  new 

of  coiitradiilion  to  e.;eh  otlv;r  367  corps                                                341 

throws  the  fine  gilt  bi  ok  of confiders   Lord  North's   cona- 

.    eflimates  at  the  treafuiy  bciiCh  liuiory  p'ans  as  an  aft  of  nccclTity, 

374  no:  ot  ciioice                              385 

'  confiders  the  miniflry  as  very  ar.iuiadverts  en   his  Lord'hip's 

improper  perfons  to  nominate  com-  account  of  the  uri;nijth  and  Ipiiit 

milhoners                                     392  of  tl..- nation                               386 

Byng,   Mr.   wilhes  to  be  fet  right  oh     ci  mpares   Lord  North   to    an 

the  inconfiftcnt  accounts  of  admi-  ui.".'I/i;l  navi^;itor                   ibid, 

niliration  95     thinks  the  Americans   can  ne- 

•  is  anfwered  by  Lord  George  ver  treat  v.'i.h  a  man  who  has  ill- 
Germain                                         96  tre:ited    and    abnfed   them,   added 

attacks  the   inconfiftency    and  im'ul!  to  i^ijury,  and  waded   deep 

avarice  of  the  miniflry                344  in  rluir  blood                                387 

Canada,   difpofitlon  of  winter  qiiar-  Cocks,  Sir  Charles,  prefents   papers 

ters  there                                     201  to  the  Houfe,.  refpetTing  trai:fport 

Ca.leton,  Gen,  his  rcquiliticns     192  fl'.ips                                                70 

his  memoranda,  rJa'i'.'e   ta     . affures  the  Houfe,  that  the  ex- 

the  next  campaign,  to  be  laid  be-  pences   of  the   orduaice  wns   not 

f 're  government                         198  owing  to  the  want  of  ceconomy 

C.wid;!K    Lnd  John,  feconds   th.-  _           iii 

j>.o,  'ifcd  amendiiWnt  in  the  adJrcfs  Conway,  Gen.    takes  a  wide  range 

^     I'j  t!ie  King  on  hisf|)ecch               3  through  the  whole  fyftem  of  Anie- 

•-—  calls  the  ferioiis  attention  rican  politics  '                               30 

of  the  iloffv  -'i  ihe  ruinous  !late     makes  many  pointed  remail.s 

of  the  i!f''ion                                 368  on  Lord  Germain                          94 

C't;-k;  &h  'DVilip  Jehniiigs,  coiicurs     • fpeaks  to  the  dcFcffs  of  the 

■11  !;-.L  ...-ircf-  to  (he  Kintj;,    .ns  f^r  accounts  before  the  Hou'e         316 

as  it  'cii'.rc-rns  the  dcliVeiy  of. "the    — oppofc-'    'he     exciulion     of 

Q\!(:i\)   '                                          15  flrangcrs  froiit\'re  gallery         32 J 

— — iccnmmends  putting  an   tiv' to  Cooper,  Sir  Grey,   piefent:  a  bill  for 

the  i,;Vf(5Vibn:ii.  ijuarrel  wilTi  Am'c-  the  fufpenfioi;  of  the  habeas  corpus 

riv.,                                                     16  aet                                                      56 

■  icciif:;  ad-viinillratibn'cf  incr'n-     inhfli  that  there  was  nothiiij.; 

i'lflciicy  (uid  fo'ly      '■                 106  ni,u- in  fuc!i  KifpeniKm                 57 

• cauiioi.;   the   miniflry   .'".  iull; ■ — rifcs   to   move   for  the  thiid 

the  ajinroai'hii't;  vciVgchnee '•:;ic  to  rculine  of  the  American  commif- 

'  thciV  crimes                                 107  lionevs  bill                                   408 

propofesan  r^'point'mcr.t  cf  ycl-     takes  a  general  furvey  of  tlic 

'nw-flair^n'.i'iii.'V::                        108  iitiiity  of  thai  bill                       409 

v.—-  ciuinirt-;  iiit'o'Llte  ft'ite  Irtd  cir-  Coventry, 


Coventry^  Mr.  bppofes  the  motion 
for  an  adjournment  of  tlie  Houl'e 

158 

Cniger,  Mr.  fays  adverfity  has  tauylit 

aclminiftrhtibn  wifdom  152 

'  attributes  all  our  troubles  to 

the  tyranny  and  oblliuacy  of  mi- 

hifters  1^3 

•  obferves,  that  thofe  who  have 

efpoufed  bur  caufe  have  been   left 

to  the  vengeance  of  the  Congrefs 

'54- 
i advifes   tncafures  of  peace, 

fince  thofe  of  war  have  fiiled  i  ^c, 
Debates  on  the  motion  for  iin  addrcls 

to  the  King  on  his  fpeech  i 

■  on  the  report  of  the  addrefs 

'9 

■  on  the  motion  to  continue 
the  fulpeufion  of  ihehsbeas  corpus 
aa  35 

on  the  niotioh  fdrfeSmen  37 

on  prert-nting  the  bill  to  fuf- 

jiend  the  habeas  corpus  ad  i;6 
on  the  report  of  the  feanien 

■  on  the  motion  foi-  the  week- 
ly accounts  60, 

— on  the  land-tax  64 

■  on  Dlr.  I'"ox's  motion  to  ap- 
point a  day  to  enquire  into  the 
ilate  of  the  nation  j ^ 

' —  in  a  committee  of  fupply  on 
the  army  eltimates  91; 

■ on  the  charge  of  the  office  of 

ordnance  106 

• on   Col.  Barre's   motion  for 

the  iiapers  relative  to  the  reinforce- 
mcr.ts  for  the  American  fervice  1 1  ^ 

• on  Mr.  Hartley's  motions 

1-9 

on  Mr.  \Vllkes's  motion  to 

repeal  tht  defclarntory  Sft  131 
— on  the  motion  for  an  adiourn- 


Dtbates  on  cloathing  the  new  corps 


•  on  the  new  levies 

■  on  the  pn]iers 

■  on  ordnance  flores 

•  on  fliuttin;;;  the  gallery 


lit 

313 

322 

3-3 


on  the  fupply  of  the  nnvy  36(j 

on  Lord  North's  motions  to 

bring  in  conciliatory  bills  wi'.h 
America  370 

' — '■   en   the   motion   to    appoint 

conimiihoners  qgo 

—' on  ihe  motion   to  rejieal  tiie 

Mair^chufctt's  charter  aft  39.;. 

• in  the  committee  on  the  con- 
ciliatory bills  351^ 

De  Grey,  Mr.  fpo!;e  in  defence  of 
employing  the  fiva:cs  3^ 

Duiidas,  Mr.  Hciiry,  is  for  bringmg 
America  to  veafon  by  poivcr       94 

■  aclcnowledt-;es  that  the  niea- 

fure  of  taxation  in  America  cannot 
be  ciirried  into  execution  421 

Dunning,  iV!r.  fupports  the  motion 
for  an  expofure  of  ]ia]);rs  yi) 

^ '■ calls   upon   the  Houfe   to 

coiUider  in  what  manner  they  were 
treated  82 

'  feverely  cenfurcs   the  con- 

duiit  of  the  committee  ct  the  Lon- 
don tavern  262 

— m.ikes   a  dirtinelion    be- 

tivcen  enquiry  and  accufation     265 

denies  the  jiouer  of  the 

Crown  to  levy  forces  without  the 
confent  of  Parliament  34-- • 

Elliot,  Sir  Gilbert,  feconds  the  uk- 
tirtn  for  an  addrefs  to  the  King  on 
his  fpeech  i 

Ellis,  Mr.  Welbore,  rifes  in  defence 
of  thefufpenfion  of  the  habeas  cor- 
pus aft  57 

enters  into  an  altereation  with 

.  Mr.  Burke  on  that  fa-JL-tt  (;f) 

— ^ — -fupports  Mr.  Jenkinliin  agninft 
Mr.  Barre's  m.otionfor  ]>ripers  1 16 

rifes  to  j'jftify  the  care  ani.1  at- 
tention of  the  navy  dej^iruuent 

371 

aiTcrts  that  the  Crown  camujl, 

without  wounding  liberty,     t'rant 

charters  indej>eudent  of  the  power 

'  ol  l'arii.inici)t  -■)8 


N 


Family  Compafl,  nn  extraft  from   12 

Fcx,  Mr.  treats  the  idea  of  conquer- 
ing America  as  nbfurd  19 

• is  fcvcre  on  the  coudiifl  of  Lord 

George  Gennaiii  ib. 

• takes    a   curfory   view    of  the 

operations  of  the  feveral  campaigns 

. attacks  the  fccretary  of  ilate  for 

American  altairs  3 1 

-  confiders  our  refoiirces  as  not 
.  adequate  to  our  expences  56 
coniments  on  the  objcft  of  the 

American  war  6g 

mo\es  for  an  enquiry  into  tht; 

Hate  of  the  nation  74 

,  . the  motion  paill-d  withoiit  a  di- 

vifion  7  5 

■ makes   further  motion  relative 

to  that  enquiry  76 

— —  reprobates,  the  violent,  fcalp- 
inj;,  tomohawk  meafarcs  of  the 
mi^niftry  .  86 

. laniirnts   the    unhappy    fate    of 

Gen.  Burgoync  and  his  army    105 

.—  cenfures  the  abfcnce  of  a  noble 

Lord  _     iiy 

is  againft  (granting  America  in- 
dependence I  so 

• very  huiv.ouroufly  attacks  Lord 

North'  151 

is  aeainft  repealing  the  decUi- 

fntory  att  152 

congra'ulates   the  happy   for- 

getfiilnefs  of  adminillrarloh       'b^ 

• •   moves    that     the   inilruiflions 

given  to  Gen    Btirgoyne  fliould  be 
produced  to  the  Houfe  ^64 

-  rifcs  toex])lain  the  imputation 
of  a  treafonable  mcan'ng  26; 

* moves  for  an   enquiry  into   the 

mifcarriage  of  General  Burgoyne 

— —  afTerts  that  the  mliiiftry  have 
been  I  he  principal  friends  to  tl'.e 
revnlicd  Americans  319 

confiders  f/ord  Tsorth  as  an  un- 
fortunate niiniller  _  _vi 

ftpicfciiis  -he  cxdcding  flra»- 


E     -   X. 

gers  from  the  gallery  as  of  no  con- 

fequence  .  _  324 
opens  his  enquiry  into  the  ftate 

of  the  nation  3-*^ 
flates     fadts    as    they    appear 

from  papers  on  the  table  _  329 
. takes  a  retrofpecYive  view  of 

the  mlfmanagement  of  the   war 

Hiews  the  immediate  caufes  that 

have  brought  us  into  our  prefent 
fituation  _        33"^ 

accufes  the  miniftry  of  laying 

papers  before  the  Houfe  in  a  parti- 
al manner  331 

{Iicws  the  ill  policy  of  the  acts 

p:\l!ed  againft  America  332 

■ exphins  the  fatal  confeqncnces 

of  onr  rcjcftirg  the  petition  from 
Nev.-  York  _  333 

runs   over  the    various  opera- 

ralious  of  the  army  in  America 

-  r>5-'-^ 
relates  the  proce.dmgs  of  Gtii. 

riouc  33  5 

■ touches  very   flightly   on   the 

events  of  the  lall  campaign  336 
. recommends    to  fend   no  more 

troops  out  of  the  kingdom  ib. 

• and  propofes  an  addrefs  to  the 

.  King  for  that  purpofe  337 
Hates  a  great   number  of  facts 

Illative  to  the  armv  in  America 

gives  the  mrft  amjile  tellimoiiy 

to  the  bravery  and  good  conduct  ot 
our  s.xnerals  363 

infifts    that  the  nation  had  loll 

20, coo  men  in  America  365 

1 afli;ni's  io  the  propofitions  made 

by  ;  ord  North  3S3 

• ^  fays.   Lord   Noith   hop.'d   and 

was  'difai^pointid,  he  txjKdled  a 
great  a  deal  and  found  little       384 

afiis  theminillers,  whether  tluy 

knew  of  the  treaty  between  Fiance 
and  America  3^5 

inli'.s  that  the  prefen:  minilliy 


INDEX. 

call  luve  no  title  to  the  confidence  anicndnient  to  the  motion   for  nn 

of  the  AmericLins                         392  addiels  to  the  King   on  his  tp.eeh 

Frederick,   Sir 'Charles,   endeavonrs  i 

to  give  a  reafon  for  the  enormous  Grenville,Mr. in  an  animated  fpeech, 

charge  for  ordnance                    1 1  3  condemns  the  cundutt  uf  th^-  Amc- 

Frafer,  Gen.  goes  through  the  whole  rican  war                                      364 

fubjeft  of    the  American   difpnte     deplores     the     difgracs 

for  the  lall  fifteen  or  iixteen  years  brought  not  upon  our  ai  ms  but  our 

399  counfcls                                          365 

Gafcoyne,  Mr.  pafTes  fome  perfuual alludes  to  Lord  Chatham 

invedives  on  Sir  William  Mere-  as  the  only  man  capable  of  icLtling 

dith                                                 347  our  difputes                                   366 

Germain,  Lord  George,   rlfes  tode-     -^ calls  upon  the  miniftry  to 

tend  himfelf  againrt  the  attacks  of  declare    what    they   know    of  the 

Wr.  Fox                                         :o  treaty  between  France  and  Ameri- 

lentions  what  indruilions  ca                                                  389 


were  given  to  Gen.  Burgovne     21  Habeas  Corpus  aft,    debates  on  the 

endeavours  to  palliate  the  motion  for  continuing  its    fufpen- 

employing  of  the  favagcs   againlt  fion                                                 35 

the  Americans  22     -Sir  Gr?y  Cooper  brings  in 

reprefcnts   the  Americans  a  bill  for  that  jjurpofc                  56 


as  in  a  Ikteof  ilavery  2^ palled  on  a  divifion        114 

replies  to  i\ir.  Fox  on  the     Hartley,  Mr.  H.  W.  wilhes  for  a  ter- 


American  debates  91          mlnation  to  the  calamities  of  the 

fiiouhl  think   himfelf   cii-  civil  war  29 


minal   if  he  entered    into   focdL-ral     ILirrley,    Mr.  D.  c,-'!.-;  the  avtenti 
union  with  rebrls  92  of  the  Houie  to  the  boii; 

afferts  that  America  is  aU         pences  ot  the  war 


moll    ruined,     and     fuiVtnng    un-     ■ accui'es    the   miniller  of  dc- 

der  every  fpecies  of  human  inifery  ceiving  the  pcoi)le                       120 

93  —    -  ■    his  calciilati.in^  of  the  cxpen- 

gives   the  Houfe   an  a^-  ces  of  the  American  \var            121 

count    of  the   furrender  of    Gen.     advifes   the  Houfe   to  think 

Burgoyne  and  his  army               97  before  they  aft 


-  cxcufes  himfelf  producing confider 


:'rtain  pa])eis  called  for             110          fal  and  without  bounds  ib. 

KClaims  agaiiili  perlonali-     eonfiders   the  u  hole  conduct 


ties,    and  doubts  not  his  own  ho-         of  the  miniilry  as  fully  ami  iiiipo- 
nour                                                353          tence 
commends  the  conduit  of    ■ reads  a  letter  rec 


admlnlftratinn   in    employing    the  Dr.  Franklin  at  Philadclph'a  _  ih, 

favuges  in  the  American  v/ar       ib.     afieits  that  England  iibliqcd 

Cilbeit,  Mr.  propofcs  a   tax  of  one  Ameiica  to  have  recourle  to  a:ii:s 

fourth  on  the  income  of  all  jilace-  1 34 

men  421 cenfures  the  prcfent  infoiencc 

Gordon,   Sir  William,  recommends  cf  miiiillers                                   1.:^ 

coercive  meafures  130 coiificers  Uii;;  thel.ght  ol  a 

Granby,    Marquis   of,    propofes  an  ruined  people                               ib. 


I        N        D 

Hartley,  Mr.  D.  points  out  tlie  rifirg 
llaie  of  tlie  colonies  126 

■  -    ■■  ■  ■  propofes  to  petition  the  King 

for  fl  ceflation  o!   lioHllitjcs        127 

fpeiling  the  American  war  128 
Hofpjtal,  propufcd  difp-.ifitiort  of,  lor 

the  (irvice  of  Canuda  290 

Kyde,  Lord,  moves  for  an  addrcfs  to 

his  Majelly  on  his  fjjeech  i 

■. brings  up  a  report  of  the  above 

>  addrefs  29 
Jenkir.fon,  Mr.  dates  the   impropri- 
ety of  Mr.  BaiTo's  moving  for  pa- 
pers in  fl  thjn  lioufe                     i  i^ 

Independence  ot  America  carried  in 
the  Congvefs  by  a  Majority  of  on- 
ly two  I  I o 

Inrollment  of  commiffion  to  Lo;d 
Vifc.  Howe  and  Gen.  Wowe     308 

li>fl:ril(ilions  to  M  ij.  John  Butler, 
■commandant  of  a  coriis  of  Ran- 
gers, to  ferve  with  the  Indians  236 
given  to  Lieutenant  Col. 
Baum,  with  regard  'o  an  expedi- 
tion he  is  to  co:nmnnd         i        35^ 

■  number  of  troops  einploy- 
<>d  on  th:U  cx)  edrion  256 

Johnfou,  Gov.  d-l'cnds  the  .minillry 

■  .igainrt  the  imimt.ilvcn  of  fadion 
Throun  on  them  by  a  r.ienjoer      4 

«- expreflcs  liis    dif<ipprobation 

ot  turning  heavy  merchantmen in- 
■  to  men  of  war  63 

■ apolnnizes    for  the   artificial 

p.illlon  of  ihe  [M-emier  8j 

'fays,   the  Congrefi  ar-e  com- 

)iofed  of  fcnfilile  iiud  liberal  gen- 
tlemen ib. 

■ —  givos    his   oijinion   on  what 

gvourid.peace  Ihonld  be  made  with 
America  129 

>  accufes  adniiniftration  of 
ihifting  the  blame  of  their  own 
■faults  upon  others  268 

-r— ^ fupports  llie  motion  for  the 

infpedtion  oj  letters  between  our 
■generals  in  America  3.22 

»   conteijui  for  the  illegality  of 


the  fubfcriptions  for  railing  troops 
346 

, expatiates  on  the  bad  jipUcy 

of  employing  Indians  in  the  Ame- 
rican war  359 

s — — : —  a'-'cufes  the  navy  department 
of  applying  the  money  to  ufcs 
contrary  to  what  jt  w.is  gr.inted  lor 

-. — ■ confidcrs  the  minifiry  as  very 

improper  perlons  to  iiomina;e 
/hucrican  commiflloners  393 

Joliffe,  Mr.  declares  his  hearty  aver- 
lion  to  the  war  from  the  beginning 
of  it  294 

T told    the  minidry  long  fince 

that  they  miyht  fmother  the  flame 
with  coals,  but  the  iire  would  burft 
forth  in  general  CO  fl;:grat;;'n   395 

thinks  an  enquiry  fliould    be 

made,  not  only  into  the  failure  of 
Gen.  IJurgoyne,  but  into  the  con- 
duft  of  the  whole  war  396 

-: alferts  th.at   we    hnve  loft  an 

,empire,  and  are  in  the  fl.ite  of 
fiippliants  397 

King,  debates  on  the  rr.otion  for  ad- 
dreiilng  him  on  I, is  Ipeech  at  the 
ojicning  of  the  felljon  i 

-; receives   an    .(ddrcfi  from   the 

lloufe  32 

— . —  his  anfwer  thereto  34 

Langlois,  ?ilr.  endeavyurs  to  explain 
tile  caufe  of  the  enormous  charge 
for  ovdnance  1 13 

Land-tax,  the  Houfe  rcfolves  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  ways  and 
means  thereon  .64 

Leiih,   Sir    Alexander,    accufes    the 

ininifterof  repelling  information 

-20 

-r-. —  accufes  Lord  .George  Germain 
as  the  fole  author  of  employing 
the  favagcs  353 

Letter  from  Mr.  Robinfon  to  Ri- 
chard Olive.-,  Efq.  concerning  the 
rum  contratT:  185 

T-. —    from   Lord  ^George  Gerniaiil 

to  Sir  William  Kowe  too 

Letter 
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Letter   from  Loid  George  Gennain  Letter  iVnin  Lieut.  Gcr..   Bingoyne, 

to  Sir  Guy  C;irleti>n                        il).  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton                   i4j 

■ fruir;    Lici;t.    Gen.    Burgoyne      from  the  lame  to  the  fame    246 

to  Lord  George  Germ:>in  191     from    Sir   Henry    Clinton.    :it 

• iiom   iW-ijoi    Gen.  I'hillipR   to  Fott  Mcntgomfry,  to  Lieut.  Gen. 

G-u.   Ciirleton                               199  liurgc.yr.e                                        247 

• ficm   Lord  George   Germaiji     Irom     Vifc.    Lonl    ILnve,    at 

to  (Jen.   C■.l:iet^^n                       209  New-Vork,  to  Lord  George  Ger- 

■ from    yir    Willi.im   Howe    to  main                                                249 

Lorii  George  Germain  212     from  the  commillioners,   forie- 

from    fcir    William    Howe   to  llo;'ri-    peace   to  hit  IVLijcily'.  cj- 

G.n.  SirGuyC  iletun              213  lonies  in   ^n)erica,  to  Lord  George 

■ fi 01:1  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  Lord  Germain                                         251 

G-orge  German.  -14.     from    Sir    William    Howe    to 

— —    from    Sir    Guy    Carleton     to  Lord  George  tiermain                 2^^ 

Licir.  Gen.  Burgoyne  216     from  the  Secretary   at  war   to 

from  Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne  !o  Sir   Thomas  Kgerton,  Bart.     270 

Lonl  George  liermain  ib.     from   the   fecrcla'ry   at   war  to 

■ from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  Lord  Col.   William  Gordon                271 

George  Germaiii  220     from  the   lecreiary   sr   wry  to 

fiom   Col.  Butler,   fupenmen-  Lieut.   Col.  J.;hn  Campbell      273 

dant  of  Indian  riifdirs  ih.     from   the   fame  to  Colonel  Sir 

• from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  Lord  William  Ei'kine                           275 

George  Germain  224 f:om   the  fuiie  to   the   Earl  of 

from  Coloue!  Butler  at  Ontario,  SeMoUh                                        276 

2  2t; f  nm  the  fame  to  the  Mayor  of 

■ from  Col.  Butler,  bcForeFort-  Liverpool                                        277 

Stanwix,  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  226     from   the  fame  to  Hugh  Lord, 

from   Lieut.  Col.  S;.  Leger,  Elq.  late  captain  in  the  Irilli  regi- 

at    Ol'ivcgo,  to  Sir    Guy  Carleton  n.ent  of  foot                                  279 

228  . from  'he  f.ime  to  Lieut.  Geor;;e 

— —    from    Lieut.    Gen.   Bnrgovne  Vaa''',,;n,   on   the  haif-jvty  ot  the 

to  Licur.    Gen.   St.   Lcgcr     ''ib.  751!/ regiment  of  foot                  2S0 

from   Lieut.    Col.    St.    Leger,     fron:  Sir  Guy  Ca.rleton  to  Lo  yf 

at   Ofwego,   to  Sir  tiuy   Carlet.n  Gcoi^e  C]erni:.ni                           rS: 

229     fr,-''.n  the  fiinc  to  M-ijor  Gene- 

.  ■ firm   Daniel  Glaus,    Efq.   iv.-  neral  i'lvilips                               2S3 

per;r.te.,d:.iir  on  Brigadier  St.  Le-     ■   auo.lier  to  and  from  tf.e  fame 

gtr'sexpediuon,  to  Sir  Guy  Carle-  283 

toil  2;i     . from  Capt.  Foy,  to  Lie  ,t.  Col. 

from  Baron    Je    Reidefol,   'at  St.  Leger  >                                  2S4 

Jcr.es'-!-arm  ca.'ip,  to  Lord  George  _—   a     ireub.r  one  to  the  Colonels 

Germain                           -             236  of    fijihlia,   ard    Cominiiliirie'    oF 

t\em   Sir    William  Howe,     at  Cai:adi,.n  vraniports                     2S5 

Philadelphia,  to  Lord  George  Gc.'--     . from  Capt.   ro_   to  Capf.  Fia- 

main                                                ;.;',  fer,   afilfiant  fuperir.ic:'.daiit  of  In- 

— —   Horn    Lieut.    Gen.   Burgoyi,e,  dian  aii^iis                                      ib. 
at   Fort-.?dward,'  to  Sir    Vviai.im     . ''ron:  Sir  Guy  C.oletrn  to  Lieu- 
Howe,  with   a  note   aui.c.ved.  re-  ^    tenant  Gen.  15urgojne               ;fc!b 
ceiveU  from  Sir  I'  ciiry  CIlntMi,  ib. 
Vol..  ViK.                               L  1  1                                                Letts 
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Later    frnm   Sir  (niy    Carkton    to     l: 
Lieut.  Culone!  Bolton  ill. 

from  the  fame  to  the  ofIi;tv3 

cuminanding  at  OlVegatchie     287    ,_ 

—  from  the  lame  to  Col.  Butl—  •'• 


fiomCapt.  Foy  to  Capt.  Mac- 


— —   from  tieiit.  Gen.  Btirgoyne  to 
Sir  Guy  Carlfton  i!'. 

f.oir.    Lieut.   Col.   St.    LF!;cr    _ 

to  Lieut.    Gen.  Burgoyiic  29J 

—  from  Sir  Guy  Carieton  to  l.ieiu.  ■ 
Gen.  Biirgoyne  =93    ,1 

— —  from  the  fame  to  Lieut.  Gover- 
nor Cramaclic  29  !■ 
— —  from    Li-'ut.    Gen.    Biirgoyne  '. 
to  Sir  Guy  C.Tlcton  '295 

■ iVoiii    the    latter  to   the  former 

.       -^98     . 
I'rom    the   fccretary    at  war  to 
n  ib. 

and  from  the  fame 

399     ■ 

•  f'-oni  Capt.  Foy  to  Lieut.  Col. 

Sr.  Lcgcr  ib. 

. from  Sii- ©try  Carleton  to  Lieut.     . 

Gen.   Burgoyne        _  '  ib. 

another  to  and  from  the  fame 

3C0 

from  Major   Genera!  Plii!;i|)3 

to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  ;;oi 

— —  another  to  and  frsni   the  (ame 

from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  JJa- 

jor  Gen.  Phillips  303 

from  the  hitler  to  the  former 

30? 

from    tlie  fornier  to  the  latter 

306 

from  Sir  Guy  Caileton  to  Lieut. 

General  Burgcync  307 

from  Lord  George  Germain  to 

Sir  William  Howe  ib. 

— —  from  Lord  and  Gen.  Howe  to 
Lord  Ge«rge  Germain  312 

Lilhurne,  Lord,  engages  in  a  fort  of 
.  bye-battle  with  Mr.  Burke        128 

Lift  of  olli-'ers  em,)loycd  in  the  Indi- 
an department,  with  their  rank  and 
pay  212. 


E         X. 
1I  of  jicrfons  employed  in    the  In- 
dian  department,   as  of  ufc,  with 
their  pay 

— .  of  perfons  employed  in  the 
fame  department  as  rangers  222 
-1—  of  the  corps,  which  have  been 
ordered  to  be  raifed  during  the 
htc    adjournment    of    the    Honfe 

.  .'^"^ 
—  of  the  minoritT  on  the  divilioii 
.-igainll  fending  any  more  troops 
out  of  the  uation  337 

.utirell  hon.  James,  fupports  his 
brother,  againft  Lord  Mulgravc, 
on  a  point  of  feamanlhip  51 

exprefles   his  abhorrence  of 

the  mercenary  and   favage   princi- 
ples of  a  civil  war  9S 
..               aflerts  that  the   Americans 
ait  upon  the  fame  juft  principles 
as    ihofe    who  effedted  the  1  evolu- 
tion in  England  99 
Ihews  the  folly  of  taking  Phi- 
ladelphia,  which  we   cannot   keep 
1 00 

difapprovcs  of  the  employ- 
ing Iiidiuns   in  the  American  \var 

:-,'') 

LuttrcU  Hon.   T.  oppofes  the   mini- 

llcrial  addrefs  on  the  King's  fpeech 

^3 

nnimauverts  onfeveral  pans 

of  the  King's  Tpjcch  24 

■.  makes  fome  obfervations  on 

the  Cock- pit  and  ili>  geucial  com- 
pany ■  25 

draws  a  comparifon  henvceu 

our  minillcrs  eroding  the  Atlantic, 
and  Cisfar  erolling  the  Rubicon 
Irom  Gaul  26 

propofes    na  amendment   to 

the  addrefs  on  the    King's   fpecch 

confiders  the  prcfent  mint- 


ftry  as  a  tyrannical  and  bloody 


attacks  the  miniftry,  on  refu- 

fing  to  give  a  llate  of  the  navy    40 

confiders   all  their  accounts 

on  that  head  as  deceitful  41 

Luttrcll 
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Luttrell,  Hon.  T.  confiders  tlie  )iro-  granted  for  llic  icpairs  of  ilie  n  . 

fent  method   of  manning  our  Meet  vy                                                  973 

incffeiitual  42     denies  faying  that  Lord  S.iiid- 

'               enters  minutely  into  the  pre-  ■      wich  pocketed' the  fupplies            ib. 

fent  ftate  of  our  navy  43     objtjeh   to   receiving  tlie  re- 

■  '    -     itates  what  may    be   apprc-  port  from   the  coniniiftee  of  fu])- 
hended  trom  France  and  Spaiu    \^  piv                                                37^ 

■  oppofcs    the    imprcllint;    of  Luttrell,   Col.   enveighs   againll    t.'ic; 
men  into  the  fea-fervice               45  ■  funpovters  of  tlie  American  icbel- 

—— attacks  Lord  iVIuIgrave's  Hale  lion.                                              317 

of   the  navy,  with  great  afpcrity     throu-s  the  Houfe  into  coii- 

!;o  fulion                                            31S 

oppofes   the    report   of    the   — calls  Mr.   Fox  a  traitor     ib. 

committee  ot  fupply  59     complains   of    the   injuriou; 

aUerts  that  the  niiniftcr's  ac-  mifreprcfentation    of   ntwi-jLipiTS 

■  count  of  the  ll'.ips  on  the  Jamaica  3:3 

,     Ihition  is  falfe  60 cadea\'ours  to  exculpate  hiin- 

■  jjropliefies  that  a  day  of  re-  f^lf  from  the  charge  ot  being  dil- 
tribuiion  on  this  illand  mull  come  orderly                                          3J4 

ib.  Mackworlh,    Sir  Herbert,   ekicidaicj 

'              makes  a  motion  for  weekly  the  motives  which  gave  rife  to  ihc 

accounts  from  the  navy               62  Americtn  war                               67 

■  the  motion  carried  without     attributes  the  continuance 

a  divifion                                        64  of  the  war  to  the  Americans  them- 

~  is  for  repealing  all  the  oppi  el-  felvcs                                              68 

live  aih  againll  America            i^.';  Memoranda   of   Gen.  Carleton,    ro- 

• quotes    the    obfervation    of  lativc   to   the    mxt    campais^n,    to 

the   illuHrious  diftator,    Camillus  Lieut.  Geu.   Biirgoyne,  tube  laid 

146  before  government                       ly'J 

— — —  fpeaks  on  the  employing  In-  Meredith,  Sir  Williacn,  fliews  the  r.e- 

dian  favages  in  the  l:;ll  war        147  cefiity   of  the  repeal  of  the  l'.in;p- 

■  mentions  the  conduct  of  the  act                                                 1  c'') 
late  Sir  William  Tohnfcn          748     defends    hiinfelf    a-ainlt 

alludes  to  a"  palTage  in   Gen.  the  attack  of  Mr,  Adam's          ib. 

A mherft's  letter  to   Mr.  Secretary     — ittacks  Lord  North  on  the 

Pitt                                                 ib.  illegality  of  fublcriiitions          346 

. )jroi)ofcs  the  repeal  of  all  op-     ' conlide.s    Charter  riiih's 

prclFivc  a6ts                                     149  at  leail  tiS  i.icred  as   theiig!-.;,    of 

ftatcs  the   bad  condition  of  propurty                                        3y8 

our  navy                                         150  Moretc^i,  Jlr.  argues  in   d.-fcnec  of 

touches  upon  the  article   of  American  taxation                       3,^9 

Scotch  cannon                              ib.  — — —  holds  out   the  fame  ai t.u- 

advifes  adminifiration  to   a  inents    in    the    debacs    on    Loid 

fniccre  re|)entance  for  their  crimes  North's  conciliatoiy  i)ills          420 

i^i  Moyfey,   Mr.  fpeaks  in  f:ivoer  of  tin; 

~ confiders  each   man   of  the  ftipplies  for  the  new  levies,       34; 

Houfe   as   cquid  in    his    delegated     ■ inlilis  th.it  the  Crown  ha^  the: 

charafter  frcm  the  people          370  right    to    a|ipoint    t!ie    Amcricaii 

enquires  into  the  e;cpences  of  rommiliionejs                               ^■)o 

Ihip-building  ;iui'  repairs            372  'JMulgiave    Lord,  ar,^Mm?nt5  be' v/.en 

—  mentions  t.  e  tnuiiiio'JS  films  him,  atxi  Mr.  'llnuijw              y.) 

L\\  2  Wul  ;r  ive. 


INDEX. 

MuIgravc,Lord,cor.fukTithe£ngli(h  North,  Lord,  thinks  we  need  not  dj- 

moiie  of  inipuifiiig  fr.jKTior  1 1  the  fp:nr  uf  qiiiniiig  America         145 

rejjirter  of   ttic   l-'rci.ch   and  Spa- (ujipnlts  the  motion  for  ari -id- 

•ni:irds   •                                           48  join nmt-nt  of  the  H'.ijl'e             i  19 

— ' '■ —  afTcrts  that  our  navy  i;.  fii- cnnnraCuiates   liiiiifelf    on    i.ic 

pciior  to  that  ot  ihi  whole  hoiife  readinefs  of  the-   nation  to  a'.Till  his  ' 

of  Bourbon                                     49  n.eafures                                           J5S 

Kaval  fujiplies,  delates  tlie-eon     57     ii-fnls  that  the  American  war 

Nprthj  Lord,  argues  in  favour  of  CO-  was  a  C'>fift'tu.ion:il  war             z^q            i 

,  ercilive  meafurcs  with  America    17 aicaieb    Mr.    Fox,    if   of    not.  | 

— —  detenns  th;- emrloyiii!.  of  fava-  fpe:;ki.ig   tieaioii,  of  at   Icail    go-            1 

ges,   iiiuier  Gen.  Biirgo' ns;         ib.  ing  very  ne.ar  it                           264            '. 

— —  dechirco  r.  a^  his'opii.ion,   that' rate^   ";he   diiTiciiUy    of  prcpa-  '' 

neither  Fra.ice  niirSpain  would  in-  riiv,  .  .   oiin's  iir.ni 'draic'v   lor  in- 
termeddle in  llie  difjjuti-                 18  ip-.:li.;n                                           3t4. 

— —   replies  to  Cul.  Barre,  and  ob- ii.,j,,  es  ihc   motions   for  pro-  | 

tains  a  rejeition  to  tlie  amendment,  daeiii"  .ht  Iczieis  betw.een  the  Kn- 

propolijc;  in  the  addicfs  to  the  King  glilli  G^riera's  In  'i  iirrira         521 

on  li'3  fpe-.ch  zg t.oiitraids  the  "'.'ubicriptions   for 

anfucrs  Mr.  Burke,  refpefting.  new    tiuops   w.'ie  iiotlii;;g  i.tw  or 

foreign  alliancLS     ••      ■               54  ii.icon.nsou                                   346 

— —  exprclll";  his  contempt  of  news-     i.  niiders  the  taip'ovlng  ut  la- 
paper  abufe                                    55  vages  aj  bad,  but  viii.'.VDulable  360 

denies  any  intention   to  dift.ue  — —  givf.  notice  to   tin;  Home   ot" 

to  the  Houfe                                 61  his  'nr:'nued  plan   of   toricilialioii 

has  no  objcflinnito  the  motion  wit),  die  Americano                     362 

for  weekly  accounts  ■  63     ayncable  •<;  hii  promi'l;j  ni;.i;es- 

— —  agrees  with  Mr.  .Fcx'j  moiioii  his  ccneiilatory  pvu.u  licions      579 

■  for  an  enquiry  into  ihv  ll:ite  or  lie     aiicr"5  tha;    he  ne  cr  h.-d  any 

nation                                             75  idea  to  draw  any  co^ifid  r.ible  le- 

■ "     ■   objeAs   to  fomc  other   motions  venue  from  A.;iciij;i                    'b. 

made  by  Mr.  Fox  relative  to  that     thnuglit  the  Anie, leans  would 

.     enqu'ry-  .                                      77  not  eompl.iin  of  the  t;a  ad-      3S0 

• infiftstliat  the    bnfinefs  of  the     p.opofes   a   bill    to  quiet   the 

Iloiifc  of -Lords  is  not  to  influence  Americans  on  the  fnhjciJl  of  t.i.va- 

the  Commons                                    81  tioji                                                    il  . 

— —  expreilcs  his  forrow  at  the  iin-     . propofes   to   "ive  full  pou  ers 

happy  news  of  Gen.    liurgoyne's  to  commillionLis  t.i  treat            581 

defeat  104    advifes  to  l;;ftruCt  Ihc  cnmmif- 

-; moves  feveral   refolutions   for  fioncrs  to  negotiate  fi;r  a  modirate 

the  army  fupplics                        105  contribution'tow,irds  the  voir.jnon 

— enters  on  a  defence  of  the  enor-  dclcixe  of  the  empire   when    rc- 

moLis  charge  for  ordnance          114  united                                              ^Hz 
oppofes  the  motion  for  produ- foyb  he  v/as  extremely  difapjiciii- 

cing  certain  papers                       117  ted    in  his   expetU-.tlnns  of  t.';L  ef- 

— —  objefts   to  Mr.  Hartley's  ino-  fett  ot'  our  milit;n}  fo  ce           jCj 

tions  foran  American  acccmmoda-  declares  he  knov.  5  nnt  any  th.inc;, 

tion                                                   128  for  certain,  of  the  Ire.ity   bci.vcen 

. —       rfifls  on  o.ir  [Cwer  to  tax  ihe  Fiance  and  the  Americans        389 

Anur.cans  144. 

North, 
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Nortli,  Lonl,  makes  his  motions  on 
.  the  ccnciliatory  bill  589 

declares^   the   ,  comniiffiouars 

would  have  no  power  to  grant  the 
Americans  indepi-ndance    ,       401 

": move-.;,  that  the  hill  declaring 

the  intentions  of  Parli-irncn'  rela- 
tive to  taxing  America  b?  re"d  a 
.  third  time  412 

Nu;/ent,  Earl,  f^.-nks  for  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  /American  war      29 

■  feconds  Lnrifi   Beaiichi'.r.ij's 

motion  for  adjourning  the  Moufe 

denies    that    admniillrati  ui 

encourages  news-paper  ab'.ife    266 

• is  for  deferring  the  enquiry 

into  Gen.  Burgovnc's  mifcarriafjc 

— —  difclaims  any  guidance,  pcr- 
fon,i!.  or  miuifteria!,  but  his  own 
judgment  269 

■ condemns  tlie  meafure  of  the 

3-0 
niinifters 
purfiied  tlie  befi  meafures  thoiitjh 
they  f,nlsd  ,  ,,  .   _     367 

Obfervations  and  memoranda  v--- 
lative  to  the  IVrvice  in  ,  Canada, 
fubnii'.ted  to  Lord  George  Ger- 
main        ,  192 

Ongley,  Lord,  fupports  tlje  preient 
mctho  i  of  anetiin::;  the  land-tax 

^? 
.—— enters  into  a  relation  of  the 

motion  for  a  ceiliition  ofholiiliLS 

66 

doubts   ti\e  probability  of  a 

war  with  Franc- and  Sjiain  67 
declarci  Limfelf  to  be  againll 

any   nieafiire    of    accommodation 

with  America  367 

Onflow,  Mr.  George,  defends  every 

me.;fure  ofadminidration  iii 
afl'eris   that  the  rebellion  in 

America    was     fnpported   by    the 

fpi-'eches  of  the  minority  ib. 

Orders  for  the  troops  to  ferve  under 

Lieut.  Gen.  Burgcyns  284. 
oy     of  304 


Ordnance-,  charge  of  the  office  of. 
Debates  thereon  io6 

Pallifer,  Sir  Hugh,  infifts  on  the  im- 
poffibility  of  giving  a  true  ftate  of 

,   the  navy  40 

■  enters  into  a  detail  relative  to 

the  horn-  defence  48 

Papers,  authentic,  account  of  men 
loft  and  difabled  in  his  M;ijefty's 
land  forces,  including  marines  and 
foreign  troops  in  Britilh  pay,  in 
North  America, lince  Nov,  i,  1774 
16  t 

»  monthly  general   return   of 

the  army  in  Canada,  under  Gen. 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  162 

returns  of  fome   additional 

companies  at  QjL-bec  '-63 

general  return  of  the  Ger- 
man troops  fervmg  under  Gen.  Sir 
Guy  Carleton  at  Quebec  1 64 

me;it    and  independent  comjianies 

of  invalids  in  Great  Britain,  No.  i 

ibid. 

abftraa  return  of  the  caval- 
ry in  Great  Britain,  No.  2         ib. 

abftraft  return  of  th?  infan- 
try in  Great  Britain,  No.  3         jb. 

'■ —    monthly  general    ruurn  of 

the  Britilh  ar;ny  Jcrving  under 
bir  Guy  Carlcion,  No.  4  il. 

abrtr.-ia    of  the  Inft   general 

returns  of  his  Majelly'a  forces  in 
the  Weft  Indii  s  165 

account  of  the  flving^  out  of 

the  grants  nu:de  l-v  P,;rlian"ient  for 

the  pay  of  his   Majefty's  n.itlonal 

-  troops  166 

eftablifliment  of  general  and 

gen-.-ral  ftati'ofriccrs,  wiih  their  re- 
fjjtflivepay  and  appointment?,  in 
North  Anuricn,  for  1774  ifS 

■ eft.iblilhmentof  general  and 

general  ftaiF  officers,  and  officers  of 
the  hofpital,  with  their  rtfpecUvi 
p.iy  and  appointments  in  North 
America,  for  1776  169 

, account  of  ihef.ime  cf.ablilli- 

jnciK 
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'  -ment  and  appointments,  in  North 
America'and  the  Weft  Indies,   for 

•,■'777  '"o 

account  of  the  fame  for  the 

'   year  1778  171 

. eftablifhment  of  hofpital  of- 
ficers belonging  to  the  garvifons  in 
North  America  and  the  Weft  In- 
dies, from  1774  to  1778  175 
—           account  of  the  number  of  re- 
'   emits  raifedin  Great  Britain  from 
Sejn.  1774  toSept.  1777  ib. 
•     ■         account  of  perfons  employed 
in   the  different   branches   of  the 
'    coniminariatc   in    North  America 
and  the  Weft  Indies  from  1774  to 
1776                                       ■      174 
—  account  of  the  fame  for  1777 

'75 
ditto  for  1778  176 

■  eftimatc  of  tlie  charge  of  Ic- 
vcral  augmentations  to  his  M.ije- 
lly'i  forces  for  times  therein  fpc- 
ci'ricd  ■  177 

■  abftrnft  of  the  ntimber  of  re- 
cruits raifed  by  the  fevcral  regi- 
ments in  Ireland  from  Sept,  1774 
to  Sept.  1777  _         (79 

return   of  the  recruits  raifed 

in  the  royal  Irifli  regiment  of  ar- 
tillery from  the  fame  dates         180 

abflraftof  the  returns  of  the 

Irifh  infantry  for  Nov.  177'7      18  i 

nbllraft  of  the  returns  of  the 

feveral  regiments  of  horfe  in  Ire- 
land, for  the  above  month  i8a 

■  abllrart  of  the  returns  of  the 
feveral  regiments  of  dragoons,  for 
the  fame  month  183 

i account  of  the  grofs  produce 

of  the  cudoms  nf  the  debentures, 
bounties,  cei  tificates,  &c.  and  pay- 
iiients  into  the  exchequer,  from 
1760  to  as  far  as  they  can  be  made 
up     '.  _  .8, 

[The  rtjl  of  the  authentic  papers,  /?/i-.6 
as  ktttfs,  rfporls,  il>c.  ivill  he  found 
ill  thtir  frofcr  ahhahetical  oiJe'  .^ 

Pen'on,  Mr.  opj-  .fes  Mr.  I.iittrellV 
motion  for  un  Jy  accounts  bz 
4 


Petition  of  fevcral  of  the  gentlemen, 
freeholders  and  o'hers,  of  tlic  coun- 
ty oi  Norfolk  and  the  city  of  Nor- 

■  \vich,prc{ented  and  read  376 
Pitt,  Mr.  T.  fpeaks  with  great  firni- 

nefs  again  ft  the  general  fyftem  of 

the  miniftry  305 

• thinks  it  very  immaterial  wlie- 

■  ther  the  commitlioncrs  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  crown  or  the  Houfe 

394 

Pownall,  Gov.  devoutly  wilTies  to  lee 
peace  between  this  country  and 
America  87 

defcribes  the  integrity  of  the 

Congrefs  and  tlie  duplicity  of  our 
miniil;crs  83 

tells  thcHoufe,  that  the  Ame- 
ricans will  never  ri-luni  to  tlieir 
iubjciifion  to  England  'o') 

infirts  that  the  Americans  are 

independent,  and  will  for  ever  te- 
niain  fo  ciO' 

— abhors  the  idea  of  employ- 
ing  Indian  favages  in  our  wars 

3  54 

— — —  confidcrs  an  Indian  war  as 
the  unrcflrained  efTufion  o'i  the 
jiadions  of  revenge  and  blood- 
thirftinefs  355 

■ Ihews  the  reftraints  the  iiuli- 

ans  M'ere  under  when  employed  in 
the  kilt  war  356 

thinks   that   the  neceffity  of 

employing  Indiana  may  be  avoid- 
ed 357 

Powys,  Mr.  moves  an  infiriiflion  to 
the  committee  on  the  conciliatory 
bills  394 

■  moves  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
'  bill    to  repeal   the    Malliichufetta 


ler  aft 


399 


— — — -  moves,  to  ir.ftrurt  the  com- 
mittee to  receive  a  ci.iufe  to  repeal 
the  Americim  tea  aft  404 

Proclamation  iflued  by  the  commif- 

fioners   for  rcftoring  jie.  ce   -q  h's 

Majeliy's  colonies  in  America  21;^ 

Pi-opnf,ls 


N        D 


Pioiwf^Is  for  furniniing  carriages, &.'c. 
lor  Gen,  Burgoynt't  expedition 

■ for  furnifliing   the  fame   for 

the  artillery  '  j^7 

Purport  of  a  difpatdi  on  or  about 
thezothof  July,  J 777  245 

Relation  of  the  expedition  to  Ben- 
nington 240 
Report  of  Meflrs.  Long,  Neavc,  G!u- 
ver,  and  Critchton,  on  tlie  refe- 
rence of  Mr.  Atkinfon's  rum  con- 
traft  18^ 

■ further  proceedings  on  that 

bufinefs  ,S3 

Requifitions  of  Gen.  Carleton     192 
Kcturn    of  the  royal  IrilU  roginicnt 
commended  by  the  Earl  of  Drog- 
heda  .  .(,0 

Rigby,  Mr.  is  for  carrying  on  'the 
war  with  America  by  flraining  eve- 
ry nerve  ,04 

•. wiflies  to    have   Grangers   cx- 

cKidcd  from  the  !;all..-ry  324 
~  vindicates   the  meafure  of  em- 
ploying the  favages                      3^9 
_  Rons,  Mr.  is  for  putting  off  the  t.:ii. 
quiry  into  Gen.  Burgoyne's  ilcfcat 
till  his  arrival                              ^65 
votes  for  the  f\ipply  of  the  le- 
vies, though  he  thinks  them  railed 
againft  law                                  345 
Eum  conirart,  letter  from  Mr.Robin- 
fon  to  Rich.  Oliver,  Efq.  on  th  it 
bufinel's^                                       ig- 
'Saville,    Sir    George,    condcms    tli. 
meafurcs  of  adminilLation  in' the 
American  war  ^o 

fpe;iks  on  the  fubjeft  of  th.- 

AnuT'ca  war  68 

is  for  treating  with  America  ;is 

an  indepeiidcnt  ftate  i.ig 

is   entirely   againft  a  propofed 

adjournment  of  the  Honfe  i  57 
Seamen, .debate  on  th-j  motion  fcr  37 
Staff  propofed  for  the  expedition  un- 
der Lieut.  Gen.  P.urgoync,  and 
fabmirted  for  the  decilion  of  Sir 
Guy  Carleton  291 

Stanhope,  lit.  W.iltt    Speneer,  ri- 


E        X. 

fes   to  give  his  npinicfl   on  I-CTit 
North's  eonciliatorv  bills  412 

notices  fome  inconllilent  cx- 

preffions  of  the  minillcr  413 

flates  the   iiicihcacy  of  the 

American   navigation  at'ts  at  this 
period  _  _     4'4 

examines    fome  objections 

ftarted  by   Mr,    Sta,^ley   and  Mr, 


Ell 

— I —  confiders  the  miniller  a: 
viating  from  his  firft  propofiti 


415- 


,16 

— ■_ examines  the  alterations  made 

in  the  conciliatory  bills  417 

argues  on  the  danger  of  in- 

veliing    individuals    with  parlia- 
nichtary  power  413 

; —    treats   the   refiionfibility    of 

minifters  as  a  mere  mockery    '  419 

Sti'nley,  Mr.  objefts  to  Mr.  Fox's  ^ 
motions  relative  to  an  enquiry  into  ' 
the  flate  of  the  nation  77 

State  of  the  troops,  Britilh  and  Ger- 
man, under  the  command  of  Sir 
William   Howe  nt  Philadelphia 

of  the  troops,   Britiln  and  Ger- 

man,    under  the  comn:and  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  at  Neu-  Yo.k      ih. 

Siiblianee  of  the  fpceeh  of  Gen. 
Biirgoyne  to  the  Indians  in  con- 
g:eis,  at  the  camp  upon  the  ri^-er 
Bouquet  .,,7 

anfwer   thereto    from    the 

old  d\ki  of  the  iroqucis  21c) 

Sutton,  Sir  Rii.hard,  opp.jfes  a  relo- 
lution  i)ropofed'DyMr.  Fox      367 

Thoughts  for  conducting  the  w:;r 
from  the  fide  of  Canada,  by  Ge:i. 
Birgoyne  202 

Thurlow,  Mr.  riles  in  fupport  of  th.- 
meafurcs  of  adminiftration  :;o 

—  fupports  a  continuance   of"  a 

fufpenliort  of  the  Habea 
a6l  ** 

jeit  in  aufv 
„  Burke 


jrp: 


igam  on  the  fame  full- 
er to  Meflis.  Baker  .-Mia 


Thu 


Thrrlou',  Mr.  objeL^s  to  letting  our 
enemies  know  either  our  flrcngth 
or  Avcaknefs  37 

b .Icknnwledgcs  iiis  ignorance 

of  naval  Tiff.iirs  38 

.  oppofcs  Mr.  Baker's  motion 

for  petitioning  thr;  King  on  the 
Habeas  Corpus  art  70 

— is  againlt  adminirtration  bi)'- 

ing  certain  papers  before  thelloufc 

"9 

.  throws  the  whole  blame  ot 

the  war  on  tlie  niiniflers  who  re- 
pealed the  flamp  aft    ■  155 

TownQiend,  Mr.  T.  objefls  to  fiip- 
porting  a  war  he  dctefted  and  ab- 
horred _   _  5 -I 

accufes  theminifter  of  al- 

funiing  unlimited  power  61 

attacl;s  iheminiftty  for  rc- 

fufing  to  lay  certain  papers  before 
the  Houfe  80 

. accufed  by  Lortl  North  of 

being  diforderly,  his  reply  thereto 
8t 
applatius  Mr.  Thurlow  for 


I    ■     N        D        E        X. 

Turner,  l\Jr.  propofes  putting  an  end 
to  the  American  w.ir,  :i3  being  the 
Jenfe  of  his  couftitrcuts  2C) 

accules   the  'miniftry  of    lie- 

ing  combined  to  betr.iy  their  coun- 
try 3 1 8 

. oppofes   excludir.g   flrangers 

from  the  gallery  325 

Van,lMr.dra'.i'b  a  comparifon  between 
Britain  and  Ron.e,  America  and 
Cci.thage     _  343 

Viftuallers,  hired  to  carry  provifions 
to  Noith  America,  account  of  the 
expe'.ce  of  the  frei  ;ht  of,  and  the 


finding  precede 
tunes 
«  snfwers  tf 


hefaid^,ro"ilion  1S9 

Vyner,  Mr.  oppofes 'ilvjttiig  the  Qoor 
of  the  gallerv  to  ilrai.g  rs         325 

Wallaee,  Mr.aiTerts,  thal'thuughlt  is 
illegal  for  the  King  ;o  levy  money, 
yet  it  is  legal  for  him  to  gel  it  le- 
vied fvir  liini  .;45 

V.'alloon-Crcek,  accoi;nt  uf  an  s/- 
fair  which  happened  nea^  that 
place  .37 

Wedderhurn,  Mr  TnMks  for  the 
augmeuL.aioa  of  the  army  an'  na- 


eOeAion 


I>Ir.  On'low  1 1 1 

fupporls   the   motion    for 


■mpts   to   prove  tv 
Anieiiea    to   inde 


•  defcrlbco  his  owr 


certain  i)apers  tu  be  produced  i  \( 
— . objefls  tlnmgly  to  a  pro- 
poled  adjournment  of  the  Houfe 

— ' irgufs   rigainft  the  nncoa- 

llitutional  mo  :e  ot  railing  new  le- 
vies of  iroops  _  -53 

is  fcvcre  on  the   pTtiahty 

(hewn  to  the  Scotch  in  everything 
344- 

proves    that   the    colonies 

aikcd  nothing  more  of  the  Indians 
than  a  neutrality  3J4 


— :  declares  ho  fp:ak.  no  one's 
1011  but  his  cwn  267 
font  nd<,    thst  C'l  trihu- 


ionj  i-eully  \olu./tary,  .vere  kgal 

343 

infifisth.at  the  crouij  mily 

i.is  lilt  li  ■lit  ol    ai'i>  'intiri  '   lom- 


mifi 


itovi 


deela 

■  tiie 


lor 
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marks  on  the  merit  in  the  conduft 

of  oppofition  432 

Traiifports   taken  up    or   contraclcd 

tor  by  govcrnini  Jt,  an  account  oP 


not  grounded  on  de  p; 

Whltbred.  Mr.  e.;m;i,.ii 

equitable  mode  ut  .liTelli  ,g  a!)d  le- 
vying the  land  t;ix  "  64 

Whitworih,  Sir  Ciiarles,    ordered  to 

make  his  report  of  t;it  committee 

of  fupply  59 

Wilkes, 


I        N        D 

WUkej, '  Mr.   firiimndverts    on   fomi; 

p.irts  of  the  King's  fpeech  5 

■— rei';cfeiits  the  American  war 

33  unr.aturaljUnjuft,  and  barbarous 

6     . 
' —  foretells    the  fate    of    Gen. 

Burgoyne's  expedition  ib. 

1 liates  the  irapoffibility  of  ever 

being  able  to  conquer  America     7 
■  maintnins  that  men   are   noc 

to  be  converted  by  the  bayonet  or 

imprifonment  8 
aflerts    that   tHe    nation  has 

been  duped  for  feveral  years  by   a 

fuccelfion  of  minlUerial  fali'ehoods 

.  .  9 
attributes  all   the  calamities 
of  the  war  to  the   arbitrary  oblli- 
nacy  of  adminiftration  10 

'  reprefents  Gen.  Burgoyne  as 

a  pious  preacher,  afting  lejnig- 
riant  to  every  principle  of  huma- 
nity 1 1 
'  accufes  adminiftration  of  be- 
ing wilfully  blind  to  the  treachery 
of  France  12 

confiders  Portugal  as  totally 

loft  to  us  ib. 

I  )-)oints     out     the    iiniverfal 

glocm  fpreading  over  the  polilical 
hemifphere  1 3 

. reeommcnJs  an  accommoda- 
tion with  America  14 

takes  a  view  of  tl!c  ft-itc    of 

our  fea  and  land  forces  131 

obferves,  that  amidft  all   the 

preparations  for  war,  not  a  word 
of  peace  is  heard  ib. 

.  points  to  v[ie  of  the  (horteft 

compendiums  of  llavery  ever  giv- 
en _         132 

(hews   the    moderation    and 

niagnaminity  of  the  Congrefs  133 

confiders   the  declaratory  aft 

as  not  only  the  fountain  of  the  wa- 
ters of  bittcrncfs,  but  of  rivers  of 
■blood  134 

mentions  tl'e  maftacres  com- 

V01..VIII. 


E        X. 
mitted  by  Gen.  Eurgoyne's  army 

Wilkes, Mr.  confiders  the  capitulation 
of  Gen. Burgoyne  as  ingiorious-136 

• fujipofes  the  declaratory  att 

to  have  Iprung  from  the  repcjl  of 
the  fiampail  138 

propofes  a  repeal   of  all    the 

zth  palftJ  fince  i-O;  139 

takes  a  curiory  viev/  of  thofe 

aOts  1 40 

notices   a  curiocs    jiolitical 

race  in  the  Houfe  142 

— ronliders  the  nation  as   in    a 

declining  and  defperate  ftatc      143 

gives  not  the  ieaft  oppofition 

to  either  of  the  conciliatory  bills 


fliews  that  eve 

ing  from  the  ininori 
been  treated  with  ci 
miniftry,    is  now  ac 

confiders     th 

bills  as  inadequate  1 


in  tempt  oy  the 
loptcd  by  them 


cor.ciliatory 
the  purjiofe 


confiders  the  fceptre  of  Ame- 
rica as  departed  from  Britain     424 

reprefents  the   Americans   as 

not  to  be  cajoled  by  adminiilration 
^^ith  a  jiarchment  aft  425 

infills   that    the    Ameiicuis 

have  no  confidence  in  any  of  cur 
profeflions  or  jircmifcs  ib. 

produces     inlbnces    of    tlie 

gratitude  of  the  Americans        .|26 

reprefents  the   ear  of  Eni'- 

land  as  fndly  abufed  by  the  prellnt 
race  of  minifters  ib. 

confiders  the  Sci.ts    ir 

ral  as  enemies  to  the  Amcr 

4  =  7 

fays,  the  niiniiler  had  n/fmed 

the  country  gentlemen  of  a  li.lid 
and  fubftantial  revenue  from  Ame- 
rica _         4:8 

confiders  an  Indian  cam- 
paign as  produttive  of  every  fpe- 


gcne- 


M: 


N 


cic3  of  torture  the  human  frame  is 
liable  lo  439 

Wilkes, Mr.  gives  liio  advice  to  admini- 
llrationinwhat.maiiner  they  ought 
to  ait  4.  JO 

-  trembles  for  the  fate  of  Ca- 

nada, Nova  Scotia,  the  two  Floii- 
das,  and  the  Weft  India  iflands 

Wilmot,  Mr.  confiJers  Ihc  concilia- 
tory bills  as  well  adapted  to  the 
intended  purpolc  401 


)        E        X. 

Wilmot.  Mr.  allows  of  the  right  of 
taxation,  but  not  tlie  ufe  of  it,  as 
being  dangerous  and  imprudent  40: 

confiders  independence  as  the 

confequence  of  the  quarrel,  and 
not  the  original  dtfign  of  the 
Americans  _    4°3 

Yonge,  Sir  George,  expre/fes  his  con. 
cern  that  the  preference  was  now 
given  to  Scotch  foldiers  and  Scotch 
iiatefmen  ^   343 

propofes  a  rider,   which  is 

withdrawn  43" 


=p, 
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